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TO 

HER MUST GRACIOUS MAJESTY, 

QUEEN VICTOEIA. 


Madam, 

It IS recorded that Niishtiran, the most powertul monarch 
of hiB age, sent a high officer of state to procure a tranalatioii of th^ 
ongmal of this work It is further stated that when, after years of 
toil and difficulty, tho translatioii was obtained, it was deposited in the 
cabinet of the king's most precious treasures, and was regarded as a 
model of wisdom and didactic philosophy 

The light of knowledge is now, however, so universally diffused, 
that, hut for your Majesty’s gracious condescension, the translation of 
the same book into English would be a woik of too little merit or 
iinportancc to deserve notice 

In one point of view, however, the gracious permisbion to dedicate 
this translation to your Majesty, may be regarded as likely to have 
important results, as it may lead other and more worthy laborers to 
open up to the English public a Literature, which delights and guides 
the immense population of your Majesty’s EmpiiP in the East, and which 
still remains to a great extent unknown and unexplored m Europe 

Every fiosh proof, indeed, of the interest which your Majesty takes 
in matters rclatmg to India, will undoubtedly he received by the inhabitants 
of that vast country with grateful feebngs , and tliat such feelmgs may 
long he perpetuated and augmented, is the prayer of, 

M ID VM, 

Your Majesty’s most loyal and devoted 
Sorv'ant and subject. 


EDWARD B. EASTWICK. 




PREFACE 


TO THE I'RESENT ENGLISH TRANSLATION. 


la the year 1820, Major Sthwabi, Professor of Persian at the East 
India College, Hailcybury, pubhshcd a translation of tho Seventh book of 
the 'Anvir-i SuhaiK,’ and dedicated it to the Junior Civil and Mihtary 
Servants of the Hon East India Company In 1835, a bteral translation 
of the First book of the same work was pnbhshed by the Rev H G 
KiBNij Arabic and Persian Professor at Haileybuiy, and dedicated to the 
Students of tho College In a memorandum inserted by Mr James Ross 
at the beginning of bis translation of tho ‘ Guhstan,’ that gentleman 
announced his intention of pubhshing a translation of the first two 
books of the ‘Anvar-i Suhailf,’ in 1826 but this version never mode 
its appearance, m consequence of the death of the translator, by which 
melancholy event the public wore deprived of several other proposed 
additions to our knowledge of Persian Literature Enough however, has 
been already said to prove that a Translation of the 'Anv4r-i Suhaill,' 
has long been considered desirable by competent judges The high 
encomiums, too, which have been passed upon tho Work in all oountnes, 
and by the scholars of all nations , especially by those illustnoua Orientalists, 
Sir William Jones and Baron Siltestke de Sxcy, famish another justi- 
fication of this attempt to make it known to English readers The opinion 
of the former of these distinguished men os to the merits of the work is 
couched lu the following terms, ‘ The most excellent hook m the language is, 
in my opinion, the collection of tales and fables , ©ailed ‘Anvir-i Suhailf,' 
hy Husain Va’iz, surnamed Kashiff, whertook the celebrated work of Bidpai 
or Pilpay for his text, and has compnsed all the wisdom of the Eastern 
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nations, in fourteen beautiful cbiipters ' ' In another place be says, * ' The 
fablffl of Yishnu Shannan, whom we ndiculou^j call Filpay, are the most 
beautiM, if not the moat ancient, apolog:ueB in the world they were first 
translated from the Sanskrit, in the sixth century, by order of Buzuijmihr, 
or ‘Bright as the Sun,' the chief physician, and afterwards the vaztr ’ of the 
great Nushlrwan, and are extant under various names in more than 
twenty languages’ Baron he Sacy remaika, ‘ Hosnin Yaiz s'est propose 
comme on le voit, de rendro la lecture du livro de Calila plus agr^ahle 
h tout le monde, en la rendant plus facile II no s'eat paa contente de 
suppnmer ou de changer tout ce qui pouvoit arretcr un grand nomhre 
de lecteura, il a encore ajoute au m^ritc pnmitif do I’ouvrage, en y insurant 
un grand nomhre de vers empruiites de divers poetea, et en employant 
constammeut ce style mesure et cadence, ce parallelismo des idees et dea 
expressions, qm, joint i la rune, constituc la prose poetique des onentaux, 
et qui, ajoutant un charme incxpnmable aux pensees justes ct solides, 
diminue beaucoup ce quo lea idees — ^plus ing^meuses quo vraicB,leB metaphors 
outrdea, lea hyperboles extravagantes, trop frequentes dans les cents des 
Persons — out de rehutant et de ridicules pour le gout sdvero et delicat des 
Europeeua Quoique lo style de Hoaam ne soit pas exempt de ces defauts, 
on lit et on reht, avec un plaisir toujours nouveau, son ouvrage, comme le 
Ouhatan de Saadi ’ ‘ 

The ' Anvar-i Suhaili ' is the work which candidates for mtcrpreterships 
m India are required to read after the ‘ Gulishln ’ The vast abundance 
of words, and the great vaiicty of style, reaching from that of ordinary 
dialogue to the highest flights of poetry, render it incontestably the best 
book in the language to be studied by one who desires to make rapid progiess 
in Persian At the same time, however, as Majoi Stewaxt has Yery justly 
remarked, ‘ It must be acknowledged that it is too difficult for the generality 
of students without the assistance of a munsht or teacher , ’ and as good 

1 Preface to the ' Persian Grammar,' p xti ,1 11 

1 Third AnniTersary Discoureo to the Royal Asiatic Society, February 2, 1786 'Wotlis, 
rol 1 , p 32, • 

’ M de Sacy shows this to bo a mistake 

* M6m<nTe Hutonque, Calila et Dimna, p 48, 1 23 
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Persum munshls are not very easily procurable in India — &ct, in many 
provinces are altogether wanting — ^it is hoped that this Translation and the 
Notes appended to it will prove of service to those who desire to qualify 
themselves for examindtion in our Indian tcmtones To them the present 
Translation is offered with far more confidence than to the English pubhc, 
for it IS impossible not to perceive that those very characteristics of style, 
which form its chiefest beauties in the eye of Persian taste, wiU appear to 
the European reader as ndicnlous blemishes The undeviating equipoise of 
bi-propositional sentences, and oftentimes their length and intricacy, the 
hyperbole and sameness of metaphor, and the rudeness and unskilfulness 
of the plots of some of the stones, cannot but he weansome and repulsive 
to the better and simpler judgment of the West Eings always sit on 
thrones stable as the firmament, rub the stars with their heads, have all 
other kings to serve them, and are most just, wise, vahant, and beneficent 
Ministers are invariably gifted willi intellects which adorn the whole world, 
and are so sagacious that they can unravel all difficulties with a smgle 
thought Mountains constantly race with the sun m height, all gardens 
are the envy of Pararlise, and every constellation in Heaven is scared away 
in turn by some furious tiger or lion upon earth These absurdities are so 
prominent that they would probably induce the generality of readers to 
close the book in disgust Those, however, who have patience enough to 
proceed with the perusal will not fail to discover many beautiful thoughts 
many striking and anginal ideas forcibly expressed , and though their first 
beauty cannot but have suffered veiy considerably in translation, Btdl 
enough will remain to justify, in some degree, to all candid judges, the 
celehnty of the work 

It may be here desirable to direct attention to those parts of 
the Book which are generally considered the best The whole work 
consists of an elaborate Preface and Introduction by Husain ViTz, 
and of Pourtcen Chapters or Books with a very bnef Conclusion 
The Preface may be dismissed from consideration at once, as being a 
turgid specimen of the obscure and repulsive preludes with which Persian 
writers think fit to commence their compositions A few helpless wfentinc 
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ideas straggle in the gigenho coils of an endless prolixity and Terboseneas, 
which it Would require a Hercules to disentangle Herertholees, this 
Preface may be read by those who wish for a model of such compositionB 
m Persian The arrangement is the same in aU There is, first, an 
address to the One God , secondly, a lengthy eulogy of his Prophet, 
Muhammad, thirdly, a panegyric on the High Personage to whom the 
work is dedicated, with a meagre explanation of the reasons which induced 
the Author to commence his undertaking The whole is thickly larded 
with quotations from the Kur’dn, and with difficult and unusual words , 
BO that it would really seem as if a preface were intended, hke a 
thorny hedge, to repel all intruders, and to preserve the fruit within 
from the prying eyes of readers 

In the Introduction, Husain Va’iz is at once simpler and more agreeable 
The desonption of the Ileea and their habits, la prettily given The 
story of the Pigeon, who left liis quiet home to travel, and of the old 
woman’s Cat, who was discontented with his meagre fare and safe 
seclusion, are among the happiest in the whole work 

The First Two books form rather more than a fourth of tho entire 
composition The plot of them is borrowed from the First Chapter of the 
‘ Pancha-tautra,' and of tho ‘ Hitopadesha,' to which, indeed, the Second 
book of the ' Anvir-i Suhaili ’ is a very proper sequel The First story of 
the First book of the ‘ Auvar-i Suhadi,’ — that of ' the Merchant and his 
Sons,’— corresponds to the openmg of the Second book of the ‘ Eitopadesha,' 
and of the First Chapter of the ‘ Pancha-tantro ’ the Fifth story of the 
same, ' the Ape and tho Wedge,' to the Second fable m both Sanskrit 
works I the Seventh story of the Persian, ‘ the Jackal and the Drum,’ 
is the same as tho Second in the ‘Pancha-tautra,’ but is not found in 
the ‘ Hitopadesha , ’ the Eighth Persian story, ' the Eecluse who was 
plundered by a Pretended Disciple,’ answers to the Fourth of the First 
book of the ‘ Pancha-tantra,’ and to part of the Sixth fable of the 
Second book of the ' Hitopadesha , ’ the Eleventh Persian story, ‘ tlie 
Eaven and the Snake,’ agrees with the Eighth of the Second book of the 
‘Hitopadesha,’ and tho Sixth of the First book of the ‘Pancha-tantra,’ 
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th£ Twelfth Feraian atoiy, ' the Heron end the Crab,’ ooireBponds to the 
Seventh of the First book of the ‘ Paucha-tantra,’ and the Seventh of 
the Fourth book of the ‘ Hitopadesha the Fourteenth Persian story, 
‘ the Lion and the Hare, ' answers to the Hmth fable of the Second 
book of the ' Hitopadesha,’ and the Eighth of the First book of the ‘ Pancha- 
tantra,’, the Fifteenth Persian story, that of ‘the Three Fishes,’ cor- 
responds to the Third fable of the Fourth book of the ‘Hitopadesha,’ and 
the Fourteenth of the Fuat book of the 'Pancha-tantra the Nineteenth 
Persian story, which has been extracted by Sir W Jones into his ‘Persian 
Grammar,’ is exceedingly beautiful, and we owe it entirely to Persian 
taste, as no traces are found of it in Sanskrit , the Twenty -first Persian 
story, that of ‘ the Crow, the Wolf, the Jackal, and the Camel,’ corresponds 
with the Eleventh fable of the Fouith hook of the ‘Hitopadesha,’ and 
with the Eleventh of the First book of the ‘ Pancha-tantra , ’ the Twenty- 
second Persian story, that of ‘ the Titawa and the Ocean,’ is the Tenth of 
the Second book of the ‘ Hitopadesha,’ and the Twelfth of the First book 
of the ‘ Pancha-tantra , ' the Twenty-thiid Persian story, that of ‘ the 
Two Geese and the Tortoise,’ is the Second of the Fouith book of the 
‘ Hitopadesha,' and the Tbuteentb of the First book of the ‘ Pancha- 
tantra,’ the Twenty- fourth Persian story, that of the ‘Monkeys and the 
Bird that gave them advice,’ is the Second of the Third book of the 
‘Hitopadesha,’ and the Eighteenth of tho First book of the ‘ Pancha- 
tantra ," the Twenty-Fifth Persian story, thot of ‘ Sharp-wit and Light- 
heart,’ IS the Nineteenth of the First book of the ‘ Pancha-tantra,’ but is not 
found in the ‘ Hitopadesha , ’ the Twenty-eighth Persian story, is the 
Twenty-first of the First book of the ‘ Pancha-tantra ’ 

In the Second hook, the story of Kolflah and Honmah is continued, but 
as this contmuation is not found m the Sanskrit, so also none of the Persian 
stones it conkainB ore to be found m that language The apologue is for 
the most part laid aside, the Fust and Second stones bemg the only instances 
of it On the whole it is not infenor to the Fust book 

The Thud book is borrowed from the Fust of the ‘Hitopadesha’ and 
the Second of the ‘Pancha-tantra’ The Fuat Persian story coiTssponds to 
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the opening of the ubove mentioned Sanskrit books, and contams also the 
Fifth of the First book of the ‘ Hitopadeaha ' The Fourth Persian story, ' of 
the Woman who wished to barter husked Besamum for unhusked,’ is the 
Second of the Second book of the ‘ Pancha-tantra ’ , the Fifth Persian story, 
that of ‘ the Wolf and the Bowstnng,’ is the Seventh of the First book of 
the ‘ Hitopadesha,’ and the Third of the Second book of the ' Pancha-tantra ' 
The Fourth book is the Third and Fourth of the ‘ Hitopadesha’ and the 
Third of the ‘ Pancha-tantra ’ The P’lrat Persian story corresponds to 
the opening of the same books in Sanskrit , tbe Fourth Persian story, that 
of 'the Hare and the Elephants,’ is the Fourth of the Third book of the 
‘ Hitopadesha,’ and the First of the Third book of the ‘ Pancha-tantra ’ , 
the Fifth Persian story, of ‘ the Pious Cat,’ is the Second of the Third 
booh of the ‘ Pancha-tantra ’ , the Seventh Persian story, of ‘ the Pious 
Man who was cheated out of a Sheep by confederate Eoguce,’ is the Third 
of the Third hook of the ' Pancha-tantra,’ and the Tenth of the Fourth book 
of the ‘Hitopadesha’, the Eighth Persian story, that of ‘the Merchant's 
Wife and the Thief,’ is the Eighth of ftie Third book of the ' Pancha-tantra’ , 
tho Ninth Peisian story, ‘the Thief and the Demon who went to rob the 
Eecluse,’ IS the Ninth of tho ‘Pancha-tantra’, the Tenth Persian story, 

‘ the Carpenter and his artful Wife,’ is the Eleventh of the Thud book 
of the ‘Pancha-tantra,’ and the Seventh of the Third book of the 
‘ Hitopadesha ' , tho Twelfth Persian story, ‘ the Mouse that was changed 
into a girl,’ is the Twelfth of the Third book of the ‘Pancha-tantra,’ and 
the Sixth of the Fourth book of the ‘Hitopadesha’ , the Thirteenth Persian 
Story, ‘ the Snake and the Frogs,’ is the Fifteenth of the ’Third book of the 
‘ Pancha-tantra,’ and the Twelfth of the Fourth book of the ‘ Hitopadesha ’ 
The Fifth book is borrowed from tbc Fourth of tbe ‘ Pancha-tantra ’ 
Tbe Fust Persian story corresponds to tbe opening of the same book in 
Sanskrit, tbe Third Persian story of ‘ tbe Ass without Heart and Ears,’ is 
the Second of the Fourth hook of the ‘ Pancha-tantra ’ Though the general 
plot of this book 18 borrowed from the Sanskrit, it differs m all except outline, 
and IB nowise mfonor to it, but, on the whole, may be pronounced the very 
best of all the fourteen books into which the ‘Anyar-i Snhailf’ is divided. 
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The outline ib eimple, natuFal, and well preserved , and the stones are 
vigorous and amusing 

The Sixth book is borrowed from the Fifth book of the ‘ Panoha- 
tantra ' The Fuat Persian story, of ‘the Devotee and the lohnemnon,’ 
oorresponda to the Second story of the said Sanskrit book, the Second 
Persian story is the Ninth of the Fifth book of the ' Pancha-tantra,’ and the 
Eighth of the Fourth book of the ‘ Hitopadcsba ’ This is also an excellent 
book, and decidedly among the best of the fourteen 

The Seventh hook is said by Stewart to correspond to the Third book of 
the ‘Pancha-tantra,’ and I have inserted his remark, but on reference, I 
cannot find any agreement, and none of the stones are alike 

In the rest of the Books I can trace no connection with the Sansknt 
The Ninth and the Twelfth arc decidedly the dullest and worst wntten, 
especially the latter, the plot of which is childish, ndiculous, and unnatural, 
and full of the most extravagant metaphors and conceits 

It will be seen, from the comparison which has been made, that the first 
Seven books, forming rather more than two-thirds of tho whole work, have 
been m a greater or less degree borrowed from the Sanskrit, and chiefly from 
the ‘Pancha-tantra’ It is also from tho ‘Pancha-tantra’ that translations 
have been made into most of the vernacular dialects of India, such as Gujarathl, 
Marathi, Braj-Bhaslia, Bengali, etc It may be here remarked that the 
' Panpha-tantra ' has been gcnoially supposed to be of im age antenor to 
the 'Hitopaclesha ’ Of course the iiuostion does not admit of proof, but on 
perusing the former book immediately after the latter, it would seem that 
the ' Hitopadesha ’ is the older of the two, os well from the style as from 
the greater amplification of the subjects in the ‘ Pancha-tantra ’ Be that, 
however, as it may, it is quite clear that the larger portion of the ‘ Anvir-i 
Suhailf ’ has been borrowod from one or other of these Sanskrit works, and 
it IS unnecessary to proceed to isolated expressions or general reasons for 
estabhshing tho identity At the same flme it must be acknowledged that 
many of tho stones which ore of purely Persian ongin, though somewhat 
different in character, are in no degree infenor to those taken from the 
the Sansknt Thus the story of ‘ the Gardener and the Nightingale,’ the 
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Hineteenth of the First book, that of ‘the Painter and his Mistress,’ the 
Seventh of the Second book, of ‘ the Thief and the Monkey,’ the Second of 
the Fifth book , of ' the Farmer's Wife,’ the Second of the Seventh book 
and of ‘the Farmer and the Purse of Gold,’ in the Fourteenth book, are 
equal to any of the stones in the ‘ Hitopadesha’ or ' Pancha-tantra ’ 

Having said thus much of the ‘ Anvar-i SuhaiK ’ itself, and of its 
Sanskrit onginaLs, it remains that some notice be taken of the Translations 
■which have been made into other languages, and of which the Baron 
ne Saoy has given a full account in the ' M^moire Histonque ' prefixed to his 
edition of Cahla et Bimna ’ This profound scholar is of opinion, that, 
after the physician Burzuyah had brought the woiks of which the ‘ Anvar-i 
Suhailf’ IS an expansion, mto Persia (sec p 6 of this translation) during 
the reign of Nushlrwin , they were immediately translated into Pahlavf, 
under the same reign, that is, circa A I) 570 This version perished, 
no doubt, in the inva,sion of the Arabs At least, no copy has yet been 
discovered 

Thf Arabic translation of ’Abiht'lldh bin Al-Mukaff' a 

was made by the person whose name it bears, under the second Kliallf 
of the 'Abbisls, Mansur, (see p J oi this translation) between the years 
13G — 158 of the Ilijrah This ’Abdu’Uih bin Al-Mukaff’a (-wrongly 
called by many, Al-Mukann'a, as at p 7 oi this translation) was bom 
in Persia, and was, until converted, by religion, a Firc-worshiper His 
father, who was collector of taxes in ’Irak, under Hnjjaj bin Yusuf, had 
been guilt-y of extortion, and was, therefore, put to the torture, and his 
hand remaining shmnken in consequence, he got the name of Al-Mukaff’a, 
i e , ‘he that has shriveled Ininds ’ He was put to death by the Governor 
of Basrah, in accordance with a secret order despatched to him by Mansiir 

Of tile Greek version of Simeon Seth 


This was made towards the close of the eleventh century, by order 
of the Emperor Alexis Comnenes It is chiefly remarkable for the 
substitution of Greek proper names for the Onental ones Thus, a king 
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of the rate la cjalled Tpar/XjoSvrtji, and three rats, hia counsellors, are 
termed Tvpo<l>drYOi, Kpeo^6po<i, and ' O6ovo^>6r(o^. 

Of the Jfehrm version atinhutei to the RMi Joel 

Nothing certaon la known of the Tranalabr. The version contains two 
additional Chapters, the Sixteenth and Seventeenth, the former of which, 
bemg the story of ' the Two Swans and the Duck,’ was found by M de Sacy 
in one Arabic MS the latter, or the story of 'the Dove and the Fox,’ 
he was unable to discover m any Arabic version 

Omitting a Synac version doubtfully mentioned by M de Sacy, and of 
which nothing certain is known, wo come next to 

RudaM's Persian Version 

(See p 7 of this translation) This poet, called also TJetdd Abu’l Hasan, was 
bom bhnd, and flourished at the court of Sultdn Nasr bin Ahmad, the third 
pnnce of the Samanides, who, it is said, presented him with 80,000 dirams 
for his metrical version, which, however, seems not to have survived to 
modem times 

Of the Persian version of Abu I M’adU Nasru’Udh 

This was executed (see p 8 of this translation) by command of Sahrim 
Shah, thirteenth sultan of the Ghaznivites, who died AD 1151 It is filled 
with Arabic quotations, and difficult and obsolete words, and its reputation 
has been entirely lost sight of in the blaze of the more elegant version 
executed by Husain Vi'iz As enough has already been said of the latter, we 
have only further to observe that it was made about the beginnmg of the 
1 5th century, and proceed to notice 

The more modern Persian version, called ‘ ' lydr-i Pdmsh ' 

This was made by the celebrated Abu’l-Fazl, vazir of the renowned 
Akbar His intention was to simphfy the translation of Husam Va’iz, and 
render it more mtelligible He further mtroduced two Chapters which 
Husain Vd’iz had retrenched Of these the one is the Preface or Introduction 
of the Arabic translator, 'Abda’U4h bin Al-MukafT’a, and the other is the life 
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of Burzuyah before his journey to India to procure the Fables Abu’l Fazl 
Beema to hare fallen mto the error common to many others, of supposing that 
Buzuijmihr, the Grand Vaztr of Niishirwun, and not Burzuyah, was the 
Pahlavt translator of the book M de Sacy has proved, however, that this is 
not the case 

Mr, Colebrooke says of this version, ‘ The ‘ 'lyar-i Danish ’ compnsps 
sixteen chapters, ten of which, as AbuT Fazl states in his preface, were 
taken from the Hindi ongmal, entitled ‘ Kartak and Damnak,’ and six were 
added by Buzurjmihr , namely, the four last, containing stones recited by 
the Brahman Bldpai in answer to the ([uestions of King Dibishllm , and 
the two first, consisting of a preface by Duzuijmihr, with an introduction 
by Burzuyah Both these introductory chapters had been omitted by 
Husam Vd'iz, as foreign to the onginol work but he substituted a different 
beginning, aud made other additions, some of which aic indicated by hun, 
and the rest arc pointed out by AbiVl Fazl, who has, nevertheless, 
retained them as appendages not devoid of use, and therefore admissible 
in a composition intended solely to convey moral instruction The whole 
of the dramatic part, includmg aU the dialogue between Dibishltm, King 
of India, and Btdpat, a Brahman of Sarindtp, as well as the finding of 
Hvishang's legacy, appears to have been added by the translators, although 
the appellations of the king and of the phdosopher, are stated to be of 
Indian origin For Abu’l Fazl has luserted the story at the close of 
the second chapter , after expressly declaring, in one place, that the 
substance of the work begins with the third, and m another, that the 
two first were added by the author of the Pahlavl translation ’ 

Of the JJrdii version, entitled ^irad-Afriz, or, 'The Illuminator of the 


This IS a close Hindustani translation of the ‘ ’lyor-i Dimsh,’ and was made 
AD 1 803, by Maulavi Hafipu’d-din, for the use of the College of Fort 
'W’dliam, at the suggestion of Dr Gdehnst It is written m good pldin 
language, and is a very nsefiil book for students The editor was Captain 
Thomas Boebuck, a scholar of extraordinary industry and ability, to whom 
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Frdu literature is much indebted This translation obtained the highest 
pecuniary reward ever bestowed at the College 

Of the Tarlcuk Vereim, called ‘ ffumdyiin Ndrnah.' or, 'Imperial Boole’ 

This was made in the first half of the tenth century of the Hijrah, 
under the reign of the Emperor Sulaiman I , by 'Ah' Cheilabi bin Salih, 
Professor at Adnanople, in the College founded by Murad IT It is a 
close translation of the ' Anvir-i Suhadi',’ but when the Persian versos 
are obacuie, they ore often suppressed, and Turkish verses substituted 

There are some othei Turkish versions, and amongst them a poetical 
one by Jamah 

Of European vet t ions 

The Hebrew version was translated into Latin by John of Capua, 
towai'da the close of tlic fifteenth century, and published under the title 
of ‘Dircotormm Human® Vit®, alios Parabolo Antiquorum Sapientum,’ 
and fiom it several Italian, Spanish, and German tianslations were 
made An Italian imitation of tho ‘ Dircitonum,' ascribed to Doni, 
was translated into English, and pimtod in 1570 A Gieek voision 

(perhaps that of Sethus) tiom the Arabic, was edited in 1697, with a 
Latin interpretation, by SLarkms In Ficiicli, a part of the Fables appeared 
m 1644, under the title of ' Le Livre dcs Lumicrcs (Anvar-i Suhaih) on la 
Coiiduite dcs Rgyes, ’ the translator is named David Said, of Isfahan The 
woik was, however, little Icnown m Europe, till Galland, tho French translator 
of the ‘Arabian (Nights' Entertainments,’ undertook a version of the first 
four chapters from the Tuikish of 'All Chalabf The remaining ten chapters 
were afterwards supplied by Cardonno, Piofcssor of the Persian Language 
at the Eoyal College of Pans, from the same original, as appears by the 
title ‘ Contes ct Fables ludiennes dc Bidpni ot dc Lokman, traduites d’Ali 
Tehelebi ben Saleh, auteui Turc ’ The English work, ‘ Instructive and 
Entertaining Fables of Pilpay, an ancient Indian Philosopher,' of which 
a fifth edition was pubhshed in 1775, is said to have been taken from 
another French translation, which was made from the Persian and 
pubhshed in 1709 
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It only rcmuins that a tew words be said ot the inesuiit tiiirislatioii ‘ It la 
perhaps the only version of the whole of Husain Va’i?'s work which pretends 
to exact thithfoIneBa The Ficface and the First book ore much more litciul 
than the remomiug ports, and this gi eater scrupulousness at the beginning is 
intended for the benefit of students No difficulty has been intentionoUj' 
slurred over, and though it cannot be doubted that many mistakes will be 
found m so long a work, it is hoped that they wiU be indulgently viewed , 
and that tho labor, at least, which has been expended upon the translation, 
more especially upon the Yerses, which amount to between five and six 
thousand, will he appreciated In fact a few words of npprob.ition are the only 
encouragement that either the Translator or the Publisher can look for, as, 
BO little suited arc Oriental w orks in gcucnil to the lluropicm pdiite that, to 
use the words of Husain Vi’i? (iii a somewhat dilfociit sense), they would 
make 

‘ The market of Egjptmn Jogppli fi.it ’ 


llmUtjbwy, Seplrmbcr 1851 


KDWARI) B E\STWIt'K 


' In some words 1 hare adopted Wcbstci s sjstLra of spelling Thus, in the words 
‘ honor, color, fiivor, odoi,’ and their di i ir.itives, I have nniformly rrjreted the ‘u’ , as also 
the second ‘1’ in suih words as 'jeweler, travolei,’ et( , and in the past partiiiples of 
verbs not having the aeeent on the final sjllable, sudi ns ‘ traveled ’ 
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"W^ith reference te Note 4, pagr 546, on re-pciiising tho hnea to which they rrfei, I see 
that the literal tranBlation will be, ‘From tlie \eritablc to the imitatoi there are [^eat] 
differences the former is like DaMd and the latter is rust ' David is said to have been an 
armourer, as is mentioned in tho Kur*'ii, See Sale, p 24R, 1 20 The aense here ^ivcn to 
sadd IB uiLUBual 

The Note at page 600 is wrongly placed, and refira to the word ‘raised,' in line 2 of 
page 601 




IN TUB HAXE or THB MOST aCEEOTFUL AND C0\rF.VS9I0NATB OOU 
0 DOD t AID TKIG XTOKJC AND BHINQ IT TO A FORTUNATE OONOLtBlON ' 


PREFACE. 


The Lord, the Absolutely Wise’ [May his wisdom be glorified !] the glad 
tributes of whose praise and adoration flow on and circiilate upon the tongues 
of all created beings, both high and low, according to the saying, ‘ And there 
18 nothing which doet not cehlrate hit praite, and the benefits of the tables 
of whose mhnite favours, m accordance with the endunng rule, ‘ And He 
bestowed on each thing a cation, and then guidance,'^ pervade and extend 
through the collective ports of all creatures both in heaven and earth 

VEUSE 

Serrot-teaclicr of tbo roojon that cia lueosurc subtleties ' 

Giver of perceptno powers to tho spiiits of the wise ' 

Gem-hea tower, Thou ' of knowledge too refined for grosser sight. 

Gradual back to day Thou bnugest the dot reasing shades of night 

in His Word ancient and venerable, and in Uis Book deserving of precedence 
and reverence, addressed ‘ the Lord — the Asylum of propheey, the Snlfan of 
the throne, ‘I have with God,'^ the knower of mysteries, accoiding to the 
words, ‘And ITe taught thee that thou didst not know,’^ the lucidly eloquent, 
as it 18 said, ‘ I a/m, the moat eloquent of Arabs and Feramna,’" 

DISriCHS 

From past ctomity to th’ unsudmg future ’tis 
Muhammad's name that gilds whatever is 
Sole lamp is he, whence bourns of radiance dime, 

In him Creation's vpleiidouis all oomhme 


‘ Twelve lines iii tho rersiaii aepuiatc the virb /smoffa/i, ‘addressed,’ (1 15), from its 
nonuuativo luarat Iiakm, ‘ the Laid, the Absolutely AVisc,' (line 1) 

* See Kur' kn, Mar , th xvii 44, Sale, n 213,1 19 ‘ The sovon heavens piaise Ilim, 

and tho earth, and all who are therein neitucr is thero anything which doth not celebrate 
Hu praise ' 

3 Kur' kn, Mar , eh ii 40, Sole, p 237,1 24 'Pharaoh suid, Wlio is your Lord, 0 
Moses I He answered. Our Lord is he who hath created all things , ho hath created them, 
and direotcth them by his Providence ' There u a sbght vanation, it will be seen, in the 
reading of thu as quoted above 

t Thu quotation u given more fully in tho Gubstkil, chapter u story 9, as follows, ‘ I 
have a season with God, m which neither minutenng angel nor any prophet that has been 
sent, can vie vnth me ’ 

• Thu u a quotation from the Kur' kn, Flugel, ch iv 113, Mar., 112, Sale,p 69, 1 10 
The passage u os follows, ‘ God hath scut down unto thee (the Prophet) the book of the 
Kur’an, and wisdom, and hath taught thee that which thou knewest not , for tho favour of 
(jod hath boon great to thee ’ 

® I conjecture this quotation to be a Hadis, os 1 am unable to find it in the Km'’kn 

B 
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Ajrvia-i suHiiia, oh, the liohis of canopus 


Oa he the hleasingk md lenedietione of Ood, and on hn offspring, and on 
hie iminadtate compamone, and on his followers, and on those who trace up to 
him ! — with reference to the gmdancc of those who study the subjects of 
discipleship/ and the protection of those who seek the objects of advantage” 
— in the manner foUoinng and pointed out to that Teacher of wisdom (of 
whom it IS said, ‘ One mighty in power taught him'y the path of mstraction 
for the candidates of the school of maimers, and the way of information and 
the method of unproving the understanding of the students of the college 
of mdustry and research, alter this fashion, ‘ Invite to the path of thy Lord 
with discretion and with gracious exhortations ' * The meaning of these words 
of happy tendency is as foUows — ‘ 0 Siunmoncr of mankind to the tables 
of tho bcneiitB of wise counsel and salvation, and 0 Guide of men to the paths 
of welfare of the present existence and of tho world to which all return ' “ 
invite my servants to the right way discreetly, and direct my adorers with 
kind admonitions horn the gulf® of sensual desire to the garden of God*s 
favour, since it is not possible to discipline the headstrong appetites save by 
the lash of wisdom, nor can the sensual temperaments he brought to reason 
hut by salutary admomtion , according as it has been said, ‘ Hadst thou been 
ssvere of heart, they would have been scattered ’’’ 

VEnSE 

Each horse-tamer, who would vanquish the unbroken, fiery steed. 

Must tho young colt first with kiudness, and with gentle measures lead 
Fury will hut stir the courser to more hcudleng beat , and so. 

From the rider's want of spirit, steeds wiU dull and sluggish grow 

Just 08 the taming of horses new to the hndle is, without observing the 
niceties of gentle management, impracticable , so, to reduce to submission the 
passions of the many — who, in consequence of brutish and ferine® Tiolence 
having got the mastery over their natures, have fed without prohibition or 


^ Observe here a good specimen of tho verbiage so admired by the Persians 
” The verb, MifaJ farmtidah properly comes here, but I have been obhged to take 
it several lines earlier to connect the sense better 

” This IS a quotation from the Kur'hn, rh liu 16 , Sale, p 387, 1 IS ‘ By tho star when 
It Bctteth, your companion Muhammad erreth not, nor is he led astray neither doth he 
speak of hiB own will It is no other than a revelation, which hath been revealed unto him. 
One mighty in power, endued with understanding, taught it him , and he appeared in the 
higheat port of the honzon ' 

‘ Kur'hn, Fliigol ch in 126 , Mar , 126 , Sale, p 208, lost hne of text ‘ Invite men 
unto the way of thy Lord by wisdom and mild exhortation , and dispute with them in tho 
most coudescendmg manner, for thy Lord well knoweth him who strayeth from his path, 
and he well knoweth those who are rightly directed ’ 

® Here seven words are used in translating nofdd 

® At page 4, 1 3, m the edition of 1861, hdunyafi-w should be read for hddigah~i 
’’ KuPkn, ^ ^ oh lu 153, Mar., 160, Sale, p 30,1 14 ‘ And oa to the mercy granted 
unto the disobedient from God, thou, 0 Mulpmunad ' hast been mild towards them, but if 
thou bodst been severe and hard-hearted they hod surely Separated themselves from about 
thee ' 

* Saia’ I signifies ‘ belonging to u lavaye beast,’ opposed to bahlmi, ‘ of any ummal ’ 
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lepoke in the pasture-grouiid, ' Lutvt them that they may eat anA et^oy them- 
tehee,' ‘ and 'wiio hare not expenenoed the bridle of the check from fethidden 
things, and the loah of the commandment [to do] what is nght — ^will, with- 
out the application of prelmunary prudent mensureB, bo in like maimer 
impoBBible , 

COUPLET 

Wudom can aolve things difflcnlt, and bring To the rujicctaut hiiart each wuhed-for thing 
and [it IS said] ‘Jle who has received wisdom, r only he has received a great good ' * 

COUPLET 

Seek wisdom, stndy greatness, that men ayo May note thy morrow happier than to-day i 
The 'gracious exhortation' spoken of in the enjoined invitation is declared to 
be a discourse^ of such a nature that the hearer is made aware’ that it is 
purely wholesome counsel and essentially benign and clement, and they say 
that ‘gracious exhortation’ is speech of such a comprehensive description that 
each one of those who hear may derive benefit from it, in proportion to the 
degree of his capacity and aptitude Such is the exhortation ot the Kur'in, 
and the advice [contamed in] the sacred book," which comprehends both 
exoteric and esotcnc kmds [ol knowledge], and contains all mysteries reli- 
gious and mundane, and from the words and meaning of which every one, 
whether reader or hearer, aeoonling to his degree, reaps advantage, and ‘ to 
tt the speaker alludes ’ 

COUPLET 

The young ipnng of its loveliness makes soul and spint fresh , ’ 

Its scent delights the pious, and its hue enrhants the flesh 

And this kind of speech has been poured out and sent down on not even one 
of the greatest prophets, except our Prophet (May blessing and peace be upon 
him 1) , nay, it is the distinctive privilege ol His Hobnesa, the seal of 
prophecy®, as he (The hhssing and peace of God he upon him '), indicated m 
this, ‘ I have received the All-compreheneive Words’ ' and, masmneh as smeenty 
of obedience is a cause of inhentmg special intimacy with God, and productive 
of the verification of relationship to Him, assuredly the nunds of a select 
number of His great jieople (who ore charactensed by the mark, ‘ Fs are the 


* Kur’an, FI , ch xv 3 , Mar , 4, Sole, p 194, 1 13 ‘ The time may come when the 

unhelievers shall wish that they had bwa Mu^ms Suffer them to eat and eii;|oy themselves 
in this world , and lot hope entertain them but they shall hereafter know their folly 

® Kur'&.n, ch ii 270, Sole^ p 30, I 28 ‘He givcth wisdom unto whom he pleeseth, 
and he unto whom wisdom is givcu, hath received much good , hut none will consider eiccpt 
the wise of heart ’ 

’ The Bombay kfhogmphed ed. reads i\h-gardad for the biK-nigarand of the ed Of IBdl 

* Siriihcml-rd ghyand for sukjian ast kik gkyand 

* lat , ‘ It does not re main concealed from the hearer ’ 

' IMpiii, a name given to Qie Kur* hn as discnminatuig nght ficom wrong, truth froiil 
(Useluiod. 

® For fdsoA ths bthogri^hed edition reads imdah. 

' Thu u n title of Muhsimnod, ' Jawdm'iu-l-lniJim, t name for the Kur'&n, 

n 2 
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ie*t that hath been ratted up undo mankind' 'J, liaTo become tbc recipients 

of the lights of the most resplendent rays of that umversality [of knowledge] 
the borrowing of which may be [affirmed to be] from the niche of the high 
prophetical office of that holy person’, and hence they consider that to be 
perfect discourse, m the sui’vty of the beauty of the meaning of which, the 
eye of the superhciol observers denves benefit fi'om the words, and is 
irradiated by the expre-saona , while the nostril of the esoteric eionuners is 
perftuned by the sweet odours of the truths and niceties which are discover- 
able under its external sense , so that each mdividiial, m proportion to his 
capacity, has derived a share from its table of unliimtcd advantages 

1IEMI8T1CH 

No seeker passes from it unroatoat 

And, from the tenor of these premises, it is understood that the moro the face 
of each word is adorned with the soft down and molo’ of knowledge, and the 
more the check of each advice is embellished with the cosmetic of umvcrsol 
■Wisdom, BO much the more is the heart of true lovers inelmed to survey its 
adonunents * 

COUrtET 

The more each one is lovely 'mid the fuir, The more the gaze of all is eertred there 

And of the many treatises,' the foundations of whose composition arc [laid] on 
the questions of philosophy , and of the multitude of books, the rules of whose 
arrangement are so grounded, and which comprise the aubpicious things of 
advice, the book of Kalflah and Danmah® is one which the pklosophors of 
Hind have composed in a peculiar style, and the methods of whose compre- 
hensive knowledge the Drdhmans, who aro adorned with the bright rays of 
learning, have arranged in a special manner, and have combined with one 
another philosophy and merriment and imrth , and, having disposed the form 
of the narrative in tales, on account of the bias of most dispositions to them, 
have recounted the stones and fables by tongues of ■wild beasts and 
animals and birds, and in the body of them have mterwo^ven a variety of ■wise 
rules and salutary counsels, so that the sage may peruse them with a view to 
profit, and the ignorant person may read them for recrcotion and the [amuse- 
ment of the] romance, and that the lecturing on them may be easy to tho 

‘ Kur’ka, ch iii 110 , Sale, o 46,1 18 ‘Te are tlic best nation that hatt been riuand 
up unto mankind , ye command that which is just and ye forbid fhnt which is unmet and le 
believe in God ‘ j i j 

’ That IB, Muhammad 

> This le a constant unage with Pereian poets Tho mole on the face u as prized us it 
was in England some eighty years ago, when it was represented by a black patch 

* Juluia/idt, pi of julvia(, ‘ the adorning of a bnde ' 

» The lithographed edition reads aejvmlah-t hifut for az ?unM-t nud\L and the fonner 
where the inttor occurs m the cditiun. of 1B61 

' The PeiBiiai Diohonary of Professor Johnson gives Dmnah, but I have 
the word called Samnah, ani, from the fact of its bemg written Damaak in Mark 
and other languages, I am inclined to thmk the latter pronunciation correct 


always heard 
hi, Gqirk^i, 
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toadioT Uid ilie raeoUeotlon of Qiem to tlie gtadent and, ia point of fact, 
that enlightened book is an orchard, the branches of the hidden meanings of 
Kdiioh are made bright tririi the flowers 'J.nd therein shall they eryoy vhMever 
thevr souls shall desire, and lehatmer their eyes shall delight i»,‘‘ and tho 
environs of the rose-garden of which are aromahsed and perfumed with the 
gentle breezes of [tho verse] ' What eye hath not seen nor ear heard/ ’ 

DISTICHS 

Each maxim there a blossom is more bright — 

More dazzbng — than the msect lamp of mght ’ 

Its words youth's gracefulness and freshness shew, 

With meamngB fraught which like life’s waters flow 
And the gushing over of that fountam of truths and sage meanings is to this 
degree, that, from the beginning of the display [of creation] to this tune, it 
has in every age conferred benefit on the students of the assembly of disciple- 
ship and the apt scholars of the convention of fehcity, and the garment of 
the following beautiful verses is a graceful and becoming robe of honour on 
the lofly stature of this book 

VERSE 

Its form 13 fhnge like to tho robe of joy® and happiness, 

Its sense the gem that decks the nng of fortune and suiccss 
1111110 from its verses' tinted ihcek love’s wiles and witchcrafts beam, 

Its diction’s labyrinthine curls like musky nnglets seem 

And that sago of luminous mmd, the Drahman Didpii, composed this book m 
the Hindi tongue, m tho name of the world-adoming Hindu sovereign 
ll.ihislilim, v ho was the ruler of several countries ol Hindustan , and, perhaps, 
in the commeneemont of the exordium some portion is on this aecount inserted 
by tho pen of narration, and tho said sage has foimded his discourse on exhorta- 
tions, m order that m the government of theur subjects, and in the expansion of 
the carpet of justice, and m clemency, and m educating and mamtanung tho 
fathers of the state,* and in repelling and opposing the enemies of tlie realm, 
it might prove of service to rulers , and Habishllm made this book the pole- 
star’ of his wishes and tho piUar of his designs, and with the key of tho 
perusal of this [volume] he always opened" the doors of the solution of 
difficulties and unveiled knotty points, and in his time this precious jewel 
was hid from tho sight of every one, like a peerless gem in tho cahmet of its 

’ Kur’kn, eh xhv , Sale, p 364, 1 20 ‘Enter ye into paradise, ye and your wives, 
with OTcnt joy Dishes of golcf shall be camod round unto them, and cups without handles , 
and therecu bliall they enjoy whatever their souls shall desire, and whatever their eyes shaJl 

delight in ' 

" The firefly is called tho shab cInrdgA, ‘mght-lamp,‘ but tho same word may also mean 
‘ a carbuncle,' or ‘ a glow-worm ' 

® This IS a good specimen of abaard and strained metaphor — ‘ The form of tho book u 
like the fringe of the robe of liappiuess ’ 

" That is. The nobles " Lit , The point to which tho face is turned in prayer 

• Lit , Made the opcuing 
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and like a luby of BadakheMn, shewed not its fiace from the reoen 
of the mine eaye after a thoueand toils , ' and after hi™ each one of luB 
desceiidAiitB and kinsmen who succeeded bun on the impenal throne trod the 
same path and exerted himself to conceal it, and, notwithstanding all this 
excesBiTe caution, the fragrant breath of the excellencies of this book had 
filled the regions of the world with odour, hke the borders of a rose-garden ; 
and the musk-scattenng bag of its virtues caused the nostrils of the diligent 
inquirers’ after the odours of history and tradition to be scented with 
nmbcrgns. 

TZnfiE 

Like musk ih worth , from n^ht concealed, 'Tu by ite odour to the senso rcyealod 
Bo the Bim’B face^ la ne'er obacured with clay, But still its rays diffuse a bnghter day. 

TiU HI the tune of Xoara Nuahfrwan* this mtoUigence became universaUy 
difiiised that ‘ Among the treasures of the kings of Hmdustiin there is a book 
which they have compiled from the speech of animals and brutes and birds 
and reptiles and savage beasts, and all that befits a king m the matter of 
govcmnicnt and vigilance, and is uscthl for pnnccs in the observance of king- 
craft, ip exhibited iii the folds of its leaves, and men regard it os the stock of 
all advice and the medium of all advantage ’ iNushfrwin (by the ram of 
whose beneficence the trees of the nver of justice wore rendered verdant, and 
by the drops of the showers of whose favour the fireshness of the rose-garden 
of equity was augmented, 

COVPLBT 

Hia justice added to tlio world fresh grace, And swept oppression dust-liko from its face), 

felt the greatest eagerness and most unspeakahle desire to peruse this hook 
The physician Buizuyah,* who was chief of his edass m Pars," at tho request 
ot Niishlrwan proceeded to Hindustan, and w'as there durmg a long period , 


’ Lit , A thousand blood of the lirer 

’ The lithographed edition leads miutaniMan, ‘ snuflers-up,’ which seems better as 
preserviug the metaphor 

’ The lithographed edition reads chasltmah-t for chihrah-i^ w'hich I think preferable, since 
‘ a fountain' miiT he said to be muddied, but u fuee eun hurdly be so 

* Ntbihtnvkn [nmliin, ‘sweet,' »««««, ‘life’ or ‘soul’), tho son of Kuhhd, surnamed 
al-’adil, ' the Just,' and called by the Arabs Knsra, and by the Persians Khusrau (our Chosroes), 
was tho twentieth King of the fourth dinosty of I’lTSia, iiz , that of tho Ssssanides or 
KhusruTiani, He was lotemporaiy with Justm and Justinian — from the first of whom he 
took Edesstt, Antioih, and Apamea, in bjna, and, from tho sceond, Ilaea and Dora, in 
Mosopotamio, and Hafah or Aleppo' m Hraa Ho defeated the KbhLhn or ruler of Turkesthn, 
and eonquored Afghanistan and utlicr Eastern prorincos as fai as the Indus His own son, 
Nuslifzhu, who, on aciount of professing Chnstionitj, had been inipnaoncd hj liim, raised 
the standard of leyolt against him, hut was defeated and slam Afasrhk, King uf iEthiopia, 
who hod invaded Arabia, was overeomo by him, and driven back to his own coiiuti'y 
Finolly, after a glorious reign of 48 years, ho died, and was succeeded by his son Hunnuza 
Aluhammod wns boru in the reign of Kdshirwhn, A D 578 [See D’Horbelot, so] 

“ D’Heibelot gives no information respeetmg this worthy besides what is hero furnished, 
except that some attribute the tranalntion tn Buzurg Mihr, the celebrated Vazfr of Nfishlrwhn, 
and preceptor of his son Huimusd See D'Herbelot, vol, 1 p 217 

® Fhrs, colled by tho Arabs, who have no p m their language, Ffas, is said to have been 
the name of a son of Shorn, by whom Feiisia was colonized, 
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and, by a Tonety of artifieea and deyicea, having aeoimid' the book, got 
posaeasiou of it, and, having tranalated the Indian words mto the Pahlavl^ 
dialect, which was the language at that tune apoken by the SulUns of Ir^n," 
Bubmitted it to Nuahlrwin, and, being bo fortunate as to have [his gift] 
accepted, was honoured with [the monarch’s] approbation [Hereupon] His 
Highneaa the Shah’s estunation of the book ascended the ladders of perfec- 
tion, and the actions of Nushirwan, as might be traced m his development of 
jushce, and m his beneficence, and his conquest of countries, and his [method 
of] Boothmg the hearts of his subjects, weie based on the perusal of the book . 
and, after Nushirwan, the Persian kmgs also honoured it, and kept it out of 
sight with eicesaivo care, until the time when the second Kbahph of the 
’Ahhibis, Abii J’afar Mansur-hm-Muhammad-bm-’Ali-bm-'Abdu’ Uilh-hiu 
'Abhis^ (May God approve of them ') heard nows of that book, and displayed 
the greatest eagemess' to obtam it, and, by some clever devices, having got 
possession of the Polilaii copy, commanded Imam Abu’l-Hosan ’Abdu'Uab- 
bm-Mukann’o," who was tlie chief of the learned men of tliat age, so that ho 
translated the whole of it from the Pahlavi into Arabic, and he (the Khaliph) 
kept it continually under iicnisal, and based his imperial orJin.mcps and his 
regulations as regards justice and clemency, on those counsels and precepts 
Next, Ahu’l-Hasan Nasr Inn Ahmiid Siniani’ conimtindi'd one of the learned 
men of the age, so that ho translated the work from the Ai abic language mto 
Persian, and the poet lludaki'," by direction of the Sultan, arranged it ui 
order of verso, and, again, Abul-Muriiflur Baliram Shah-lini-Sultin Masa’iid,* 


' Tama<!sul nmniidah, lit , ‘liaiing ilutitiod,' ‘liiiviiig struck the clans iiiti) ' 

^ I’lililiiii, the mien lit luiiuuiigc ol I’lrua, or Hut niodilicatiou ut it niuih mterventd 
between tlio Zuid and the l.ini^ungc ol Fiuhiusi 

■I Iihn, 1 name of Tcrsia given to it from Ira], sou of Farldhn 

* This Ivhalifah ann coded his hiothor, Ahul ’Alibis Sili, A II 136 In coiisoiiunico of 
a rchollion in his uqiit.d at Anlnu, he di tenniiied to dejirm' it ol the hiiiionr ut bung hia 
dill f titj", and with tins view laid the fouiidatioiis ol Iluohdid in A II 145 Uu died while 
on pilgiminge to Makkali, A 11 158, and was sucLeedid lij his auii M.didi 

’ This meaning of shiuilif is omitted in Johnson's Peisian Dictionary, hut I vulture to 
adopt it trom the evident riquneunut ot the lontevt 

“ D'llorhchit gives no iidditiuiul p ii In ulais lospei ting this personngc Mukann’a, the 
fiimuua veiled prophet of IHnnisiii. lived iii tho rdfrii of the son el Mausui, .iiid was 
loriauqucntly nearly cotonlpoiarj with tlin nhuve leanii d iimii 

■i 'Ihis WHS the the third jiriueo ot tin tmiiilj oi Mim.in, iiud to him M’ntnmud, fourteenth 
liUaliiah of the house ot ’Aljuis, giivo the govi iiinuuit ol rrimvotuini, A II 261 

" llidukl, in the edition of 1861 imprupiily wiitUn llCidngi, was the emliest of the 
Persiiin poets , ami is o.iid by his verses in prii.sc' ol Ihil^iri, to have mdutod A’asi Simini 
to retmii to that capital nfter ho had diviertod it fur tho uttrai tions of Ilirat Hereeeivid 
80,000 diihams for his veisiou of Pidpii’s tables See Elphiustoue’s India, vol 1 , p 663 , 

notef 

“ Bahrim SUih, wm of Masa'hd, was the thirteenth Sulttn of the race ol tlio (ihaznivites! 
He rebelled aucoessfully against his elder brother, Aisliii Sliih, supported by the furccB ol 
Sultiii iSanjir Saljuki Ills son, Khusrau Hhkh, was the lost of the dvuaatv, and alter him 
the liuuae ui Phiir moiiiiU-id the thioiie Bahriim Hhih was a great patiuu ut liteiaiy nacu. 
He died AH 507, AD 1151 
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ons of the degoendants of Snltia Mahmud-i nhAet of fthaziif, who le cele- 
hrated bj the sage fianaf,' issued a coinmaud, so that the most eloquent of 
eloquent men and the most powerful of rhetonoisns, Abu’l Ma’411 l^asru’ll&h- 
hm-Muliammad-bm-Al-Hamfd (God rest hia soul, and grant bun moreasmg 
tnumph in the mansions of Paradise ') translated it from tho copy of Ibn-i 
Mukann'a, and this book, which has now become celebrated by [the name of] 
Xalllah and Damnah, is the translation of the aforesaid learned man‘, and, 
in truth, its style m elegance resembles tho sweetness of hfe , and m freshness 
it IS like many-hued coral , and its fasematmg words are like the love- 
allurements of honey-hpped mistresses, whose charms provoke dissension, 
and its hfo-mcreosmg meanings may he compared to the rmglcts of tender 
youths, who dchght the heart 

TEBSS 

Its words arc Uce tho ringlets of the beauties of Chigil,® 

And m its every page new joys th* enraptured spirit fill, 

Its moaninga, [Aparkling] underneath its letters’ luky night, 

Are brilliant iia the sunny ray, or like the moon-beams bright 
To the blackness of its letters, which may he termed the collynum of the jewels^ 
of meaning, a place might he given on the white page of the tablet of the 
visual organ , and to the whiteness of its paper, which may he called the 
dawn of the mormng of joyousness, a location might be assigned on the dark 
pupU of tho world-viewing eye 

COtTLET 

On the white tablet of a Htiri's eye ’t were due, 

That Eden's penman traced its Ictten’ inky hne 
And, although those who sit on the throne of the court of style are unommous 
lu prtusc of the mogmhccnco of the words, and m applauding the eloquence 
of its compounds, 

HEMISTICH 

Trulj/ the V'ord <e that uhich Saidm^ ^aid , 

nevertheless, through the mtioduction of strange words and by overstraming 
tho language with the beauties of Arabic expressions and hyperbole in meta- 
phors and smulcs of various kmds, and exaggeration and prohxity m words 
and obscurity of expression, the mind of the hearer is kept hack from enjoy- 
ment of tho meaning of the hook, and from apprehending tho pith of the 


’ Sanki (or Sinki) wns a colebrateil Persian port, often styled KhEfijoh or Hakim Son&i 
Hib proper name was Muhommad-bm-Adam, and he was tho anther of a rebgious poem calleil 
the Ilbhl Hkmab, consisting of prayers and byinns, also of some odes, and ot a religious poani 
culled the S£adikah, or ‘ pa^-pWtatiou ' He flonrisbcd about 1180 A D 
* Lit , Our Lord 

’ A city (says tho Dictionary) in Turkcst&n, famous for handsome man and expert archers, 
‘ The Orientals to this day belieTe that if pearls, rubies, or othor jewels are dissolved and 
mixed with eollynum, they produce a most benehcial effect on tho eyes From the same notion, 
I have been advised to look constantly at a turquoiae nng to reteesb tiie weary sight 

" I am oihamed to say I con throw no light on this dictum of Hazhin. The lithographed 
edition reads ffasam-i, and one MS Huzam 
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subject , [ind the disposition of the reader also is unable to peifonu the task 
of connecting the begLonings of the stoiy \nth the terminations, and of 
adjusting the cohunencemonts of the discourse -with the conclusions , and 
this circumstance wiU imdouhtcdly be a cause of disrelish and a source of 
ennui both to the reader and the hearer, especially m this age, so characterized 
by fastidiousness, m which the minds of its children have become nice to such 
a degree that they expect* to perceive the meaning without its hemg decked 
out on the nchly ornamented bridal-bed, os it were, of language ; how much 
more when m some of the words they may require to employ a minute 
oompanson of the dictionary, and to examine glossaries* with core Hence, 
too, it aU but came to pass that a book of such preciousness [as this is] was 
almost neglected and abandoned, and that the people of the world were 
deprived of its ad\ antages and excluded from them On this account, at tlie 
present time, His Highness the seal of sovereignty, whose lummously gifted 
nature comprehends ttU perfections, and whose sublimely characterized qua- 
lities have nsen fiom the dawning-ploce of excellence and spinhiality, the 
magnanimous Lord, who, notwithstanding his proximity to His Majesty the 
Siiltin ut the age and the Khikin’ of the time, the spreader of the carpet of 
security and peace, the Diffuser of the marks of goodness and bcncfioence, 
tho Sun ot the zenith of the Khalifats and empire, the Jupiter of the zodiac 
of dominion and principality, 

OOT3PIET 

King ' thou art balm to eyes ol princes, ruler thou of cast and west ' 

Abu Sulthu llusain,* reulm and doetnuc on Uieo rest 

(May Goi perpetuate hu lingdam and hia power ^ ) yea, notwithstanding the 
bemg looked on with favour by tho glances of that high personage, endowed 
as they aie with the properties of the philosopher’s stone, [stiU] he has 
shaken free his magnanimous skirt from the dust of worldly pageants (' But 
the present life is only a deceitful proimon' and has not permitted the page 
of his pure heart to be inscribed with 


' One MR leads mi-danand for nti ddrand, which u the reading of the litbogTaphed 
edition and that of 1861 

* Kashf-i ma’dni, ‘ Mumfostatiou of Meanings,’ is the title of oortain glosaanes 

“ A title of the ndir of Tuikcstlin, sec p 6, note i It la applied generally to any 
monarch 

‘ Husain Mlrzh, king of Khurtisfui, son of MonsOr, tho son of Bnikarah, tho son of 
’Umar ShoUi, second son of Tiiuur or Tamerlono, was sumamod Abu ’1 (yji/1, on aciouut of 
hifi Tit tones , for he defeated and put to death Judighiar, the sou of Muliaminad Mlrzi, tho 
BOHjof Ikistantor, tho son of Hhhh llukli, fourth son of Tamerlane, who hod made himself 
master of Khuristu, and of the city ot Hirht, his capital, m A H 875 = A D H70 Ho 
also cametTon many wars and obtained signal Tictonos over the U/bak Thtkrs, who had 
chased Bkbar from Xiansoxiana He was u great patron of learned men , and Khondomir 
hnuhed hts history at his Conrt, AH 904. He died AH 911 = AD 1506 (See 
It’llerbelot, s v ) 

‘ Kui’hii, Mar , eh m 180 , Sale, p 63, 1 10 ‘Eyery soul shall taste of death, and ye 
shall have your rewords on the day of resurreetion , and he who shall be tar removed from 
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OOOVLET p 

The magic of thia flro-day, fleeting dream — 

Land and domaina — which foola peipctual deem, 
and has hept m fall view, [a.a a ^do] to hu own affairs, this saying of 
happy tendency — 

COnPLET 

Fairei the mole o' self-rcfitiauit upon the cheek of might , 

The lobe of chanty appeora upon the nch more bnght, 

and regards the promoting of the wishes of the oppressed and the disappointed, 
and the furthering of the affairs of the bereft, os the means of acquiring 
prorision for the finol state , nor has suffered himself to be stigmatized with 
neglecting the me anin g of this excellent memento, 

COUPLET 

Fortiinc'a ten-day flcklc ihendahip is a false, bcwildcnng spell 
Deem advantage hos m scrvmg those, my &icnd ' who love theo well ' 

And he ti the great Amir, the place where all excelleneies and high qualities ‘ 
centre through the sublimity of hu spirit, the favoured with the gfts oj the 
tele King, the Orderer of the state a^d of religion, the Amir SheVi Ahmad, 
celebrated by the title Suhaili,^ fmay God bestow on him, as an especial distinc- 
tion, the peace of Salman amd the perfection of KumailJ^ who, without 
compliment, is the star Canopus, sbmiug from the right hand of Yamon, 
and a sun, diffusing radiance from the dawnmg-place of affection and fidchty 

COUPLET 

Where’er, Canopus ' falls thy ray, and whero Thou nsert, fortune’s maika arc surely thero 
With a new to the universal diffusion of what is advantageous to mankind, 
and the multiplying what is beneficial to high and low, he conduscended to 
favour me with an intimation of his high will that this humble individual, 
devoid of ability, and this msignificant person of small capital, Husain-bm 
'Alf-u'l-Wu’is', known by the name of Kdshifi {May God most High strengthen 
him with Mis hidden favours),'' should he bold enough to clothe the said book 
in a new dress, and bestow fresh adornment on the beauty of its tales of 
esoteric meaning, which were veiled and concealed by the eurtoiu of obscure 


hell-ftrc, and shall he admitted into Paradise, shall he happy , hut the present life is only a 
daccitrul possession ’ 

' These lines oecur in the thud odo of Tlfifiv , C.ilriifta lithographed edition, p 34, 1 7 

I It should he as in both the lithographed and MS editions, Kirl-ma'all I'lic punted 
edition bus dropped the u a 

" Of this worthy I know no mere than that ho wns the Generalissimo of Siilttn IlnBam 
above mentioned [see p 9, note 4], that he was sumnmed Suliatli, and that at liis matiga- 
tion, Ktiahifi completed his new translation of Bidpki’s Fables 

* This word Kumail signifies m Arabic ‘ aee omplishcd,' and is the surname of several 
Ulustnoua persons A king of this name reigned m Egypt, A D 121B, and was the ncplii w 
of Sahuhn, and a great conqueror See D’Uerbelot, vol i , page 246 for Salmtin see 
D'Herbelot, vol ii , p 802, but it is doubtful to whom the allusion applies 

* The lithographed edition reads btl-lut/H'l IJitfi tor the bfl-lulfu ’l-ham pf tlio printed 
edition. 



PBfFACK. 


11 


woidB md liiB inmide of diffloult expretuons, hy ptreBentmg them on the 
stages of lucid style end the upper chambers of becomiiig metaphors, after a 
fsehion that the eye of every examiner, without a glance of penetration or 
penetratioii of vision, may enjoy a share of (he lovelmess of those beauties of 
the ornamented bndal-chamber of narrative, euid the heart of every wise 
person, without the trouble of imagining or the imagiTnog trouble,’ may 
obtain the frmtion of muon with those dehcately reared ones of the closet of 
the mmd 

DISTICHS. 

Thus spaho the mau of eloquence to me, 

‘ 0 gardener of the garden of debate ! 

Thou in this garden, pure and heavenly, 

So plaut the trees of hidden meaning that 
Whoe'er the taster of the fruits may be, 

Shall thus address thee, " O thou fortojiate I 
Sweet are the fruits that thu thy garden fill, 

Each than the last scema fairer, lovelier stilL” ’ 

And as thero was no evading obcdionce to that peerless mandate, and tho 
maxim ' Witdom is from Paman,’ shewed itself from the dawning-place of 
the hght of Canopus, 

coupixr 

Wisdom from Arabia come — so the Pnnee of Arabs ® said , 

Should WG inaricl if Canopus has then wisdom on us shed ’ 

After prayer for the bleseing of God, and asking leave, I entered on this 
undertaking , and, whatever has flowed from the tongue ’ of my pen and the 
pen of my tongue from tho invisible world, — that has been written down • 
and [the reader] must know that the basis of the book Kolilah andDonmoh is 
on practical wisdom,’ and by practical wisdom is meant knowledge of the 
actions of the will and the practices natural to the human race, m a manner 
that may be conducive to the ordenng of the affairs of the world to which wo 
must return, and the present world of men, and may tend to arriving at 
perfection m those things at which men aim And this kind of wisdom is 
tirst of aU divided into two kinds, tho one, that which may bo referred to 
each person mdividually , the second, that which relates to a body of men 
viewed m association The former of these, which is referable to each person 
individually, and m which the society of another is not supjioaable, they call 
‘ refinement of morals , ’ and the other, which has reference to a collective 
body, admits of a second two-fold division, — tho one, partnership m abode and 

’ These intolerable insipidities are eonsidorcd beauties nf style 

’ That IS, Mubanunad. Canopus, after which star Shehk Ahmad was called, rose to the 
nght of the hoavens looking from Hirht, and consequently in the direction of Arabia , and 
the Prophet said that wisdoni came from Arabia, wherefore wisdom might bo looked for 
under the auiqiioea of this Canopus Such is the meaning of this tnflmg 

’ The ki/cmai-i 'amali u ^pdrmrti opposed to 'ilm, dwnrr^/ii) and dandi, tropin 
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hatiifiitieil/ WMdi they coll domestic economy; and Hie other commniiityJji city 
and coontry, and, moreow, in clime and realm, which la named cine economy ; 
and the aaid book comprehends the three hinds that have just been mentioned, 
and vanoos advantogea connected with the latter sorts, and that which has 
reference to 'refinement of morals,’ is not treated of, save incidentally. 
Wherefore, although the means existed of adducing somewhat Bs to the excel- 
lencies of morals, we were loth to allow of a complete change m the arrange- 
ment of the hook, and hence avoiding the hindrance of on mcrcase to its 
chapters, we adhered to the same plan that had been adopted by the sage of 
Hind, and having dropped the first two chapters, m which no extraordinary 
advantage was discoverable, and which did not enter into the original design 
of the book, we wrote the other fourteen in a clear and easy style, and 
included in the composition the tales m the way of dialogue between the King 
and the Brahman, after the manner mentioned in the beginning and before 
introducing the opening chapters, we thought it necessary to commence with a 
story, which may scive as a source of the narrative , and further, since the 
style adopted m the said hook is to employ as a medium obscurity of expres- 
sion, BO, if in the composition of the said work the rems of narration have 
turned from the usual road in which authors write, and from the mode of 
composition of ordinary writers to the path of descent, the excuse will bo 
plain. 

cocriEi 

I that have strung these pearls of sense, indito 

No word but that which others bade me wiitc 

It is further to be noted that in the midst of the tales I have hut briefly 
availed myself of the vanous soits of Arabic expressions, by introducing 
certain verses from the Kur’an and sayings of tho Prophet necessary to be 
mentaoned, and traditions and wcU-known proverbs , and have not clogged 
the work by employing Arabic verses, but have adorned the page of the 
narrative with the jewels of Persian poetry, which is inlaid hke blended 
gems and gold 

I DISnCHS 

Let tliy discourse bo blont in skilful wise, 

Now sink tu proBO, and now poetic rise, 

Since now in this tliu changeful mind hnds ease. 

Now that delights, and this hns tojscd to pluaso 

Moreover, m the place where the different chaptcis are written, wherever the 
introduction of a story or tho recital of a maxim seemed pertinent, m accord- 
ance with the observation, 

HEMisncn 

’Tis fit that nosegays should with gross be bound, 

I shall proceed with the steps of boldness on the road of self-discretion, and 
this poor person, though he sees that in attempting this woik he is a mark 
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tar Uie Bhafts of oonBure, neverthelese submits vi3i ’ the tongue of humility 
m the audieuce-hall of apology, and on the standing-grouiid of reapectfhl 
representation, to the orators arrayed with oloquencBj and the eloquent invested 
with * oratory, this apophthegm, ' He tlmt ts eommanded is excused ’ , and in 
reply to the threatening sentence, ‘ Wlmeier composes, makes himself a hutt,' 
he offers this rejoinder deserving of acceptanoo, ‘He who composes prpduces 
something new ’ ’ 

VEKSE 

'When equity mforms thu sight wg puss As pearls, ivhat are in truth hut heads of gloss 

I for my failure am with shame oppressed, Do not with sarcasm wound anew my breast 
For none amid the ranks of pious men, Ileproach the fiillen, or th’ abased contemn 

1^0 faults arc soon by ment-ssardung eyes, And wo may well the blame of fools despise. 

EEMIBTIcn 

To ev'ry fault the eye of favour^ a closed 

May Gad graciously guide us to that which He loves, and he phased with and 
seal up our states and our hopes and our fates happily and fairly , and this 
hook, which is entitled the ‘Anvir-i Suhaall,’ has fourteen chapteis after the 
manner that is herewith particularly detailed 

Chapter I. On avoiding the talk of sltmdcreis and cdummators 

,, ir On the punishment of evil dorrs, and their disastrouB end 

,, III On the agreement of fiiends, and the advantages of their 

mutually aiding one another 

,, IV On the subject of attentively regarding the eircumstonccs of 
our enemies, and not being secure os to their stratagems 
and miuhmations 

,, V On the detnment of giving way to negligence, and of 

permitting the objects of desire to escape from one’s 
hands 

,, VI On the calamitious results of precipitation, and the mjunous- 

ncss of haste 

,, VII Of vigilance and dehborahon, and of escaping from the 
injuries of foes 

,, VIII On avoiding the malevolent, and not reljmg on their jiro- 
fessions of attaclimcnt 

,, IX Of the excellence of clemency, that it is the best attribute 

of kings, and the most pleasing quality of the mighty 

„ X On the subject of requitmg actions by way of retribution 

' Tbe Utbograpbed edi6ioa and MSS read bar zaidn, while the edition of 19S1 omits the 
bar 

‘ Shi'ir is an under garment, disdr one worn above another 

’ The pnuted edition bos a different reading, man anaafa, ' Whoever deals justly ’ 
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Ouipter XI. On the dotsiment of seeking more and failing in (me’s object 

„ XII. Of tihe Bxcelleaco of mildness and cahnness, and tran^uiUitjr 
and composnre, especiaUj' m kings. 

„ XIII On the shumung the speeches of the perfidious and the 
traitorons by kings 

,, XIY On abstaining from regard fr the vicissitudes of time, and 
the basing one’s actions on the decrees and will of Ood 

After the list of the chapters the stoiy commences, which will form the souice 
of the narrative . and sucoess is from the One God. 



CHArlEB I INTHODUCTIOK. 


1 & 


CHAPTEE I 

ON AVOIDING THE TALK OF BLANDEHEBS AND CALUMNIATOES 

HfTEOBUCTION 

The jewellers of the street of the bazar of meamngSj and the money-changers 
of the Tom t of eloquence, and the portrait-painters of the marvels of narration, 
md the statuaries of the wonders of romance, have adorned the frontispiece of 
the volumes of history after this manner, and have decked and cmbeUished the 
title-page of the scrolls of nocturnal conversations in this wise • to wit, that 
— In former times, m the remote limits of the empire of China, there was a 
king, the fame of whose wealth and auccessful fortune had passed through all 
quarters and directions of the world, and the tale of whose magnificence and 
regal digmty was manifest like the sun at noonday Celebrated princes had 
drawn the nng of ohcdrcnco to him through the car of their soul, and kings 
of exalted rank had for him put ou the shoulders of their hearts the saddle- 
cloth of allegiance,* 

VXBSE 

Like Fiiriillin'* in pomp was he, JamsUd* in regal state, 

Like Dkrk* widclf-Bhcltcnng, and like Bikandar* great 
Flamo and water blent together by bis justice and his migbt, 

As moon-like beauties’ cheeks, whereon cominiiigle red and white, 

On the border of the carpet of his dody-increasmg fortune, world-subduing 
nobles and ngbt-counsellmg Yazfrs always belted on theemetorc of obedience 
to the waist of their soul and at the foot of his throne, stable as the firma- 
ment, venerable sages aud men wise in counsel, sate ever m the chair of 
loyalty. Eis treasury was stored with jewels of various kinds, and coins of 
divers sorts , and his army, numerous and renowed, exceeded the limits of 
calculation and reckanmg His valour was combmed with generosity, and 
his dominion was jomed with due repression of crime 

niSTICHS 

He Bcorred the faces of the rebel horde, And clove his foeman’s forehead with the sword , 
The bloody by his justice vanquMhod stand , Relieved, the helpless own his bounteous hand. 


* The nug m the ear and the cloth on the shoulder are marks of servitude in tho East. 

* FaridUn was the seventh king of Persia, of the first dynasty, famous for overthrownig 
the tyrant Zahhkk, and for the justice and magnificence of hu reign. 

’ J anishid was the fourth monarch of the first or Feshdi^au dynasty of Peiaia. He was 
dethroned by Znhhhk These oompansona are more tnte in Peiaian poetry than Diana’s bow 
or Phmbiu' rays with ub 

* Dkrk IS Dunns Codomaniu, whom Onentols make tho cousin of Sikondor or AUiander, 

“ Alexander. 
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And they called that king Humiyun Fil,' aince by his comprehensive justice 
the state of hie subjects was fortunate, and by his perfeet benignity, the con- 
dition of the indigent and poor was linked and conjunct with freedom from 
care and with tranquillity If the officer of justice does not exert himself in 
controulmg the condition of the subject, the thief of ■wickedness ■with the aid 
of oppression ■will bnng min on the fortunes of high and low , and if the ray 
of the candle of equity does not illumine the dark hovel of the distressed, tho 
shades of oppression will coat a gloom, like the heart of tho tjTanmcal, over 
all regions and quarters of tho state, 

DISTICIIS 

A monareb’s fortanes in his justice he , God's farour is his best security 

Ilcpouts ho of his justice , then, too late, He’ll bog misrule his empire devastate 

And this King hud a Vazi'r, a cherisher of his subjects and a diffuser of mercies, 
■whose world-adoming intellect was wont to be the light of the dormitory 
of the state , and ■whose nght-aiming purpose would, by a single deliberation, 
solve a thousand difficult knots The weighty anchor of his benignity secured 
the ship of the ocean of sedition in that troublous whirlpool , and the rough 
blast of his chastisemont tore up, root and branch, tho skirt-detaining boughs 
of the thom-thiokets ofuyustice 

VEBSE 

So well Ins soul its puipnso could pursue, A siuglc scheme a hundred hosts o’er-throw 
Did he the ordering of the sUto begin, A single letter could a kingdom win 

And forasmuch os the affairs of the empire derived perfect lustic from lus 
auspicious counsels, they call him Khujiatah Hal,* and Humayun Fal 
embarked in no undertaking ■without his advice, nor commenced any matter 
small or great, tnthout consulting hun, nor belted the waist of war m tho 
plain of battle ■without his permission, nor took his scat on the throne of mirth 
and enjoyment m the palace of festivity without a signal from him and 
assuredly it behoves lUustnous monarchs and fortunate princes, according to 
the mjunction, ‘ And comuK t/u!m tn your iuimeai,’ “ not to enter upon state 
dehberahons ■without the aid of the counsels of sagacious and eminent men , 
and to direct the administration of their affairs and their mandates, according 
to the advice of consummate nimisters and intelligent counsellors , so that, 
according to the purport [of tho saying] ‘ A people consults not mthout God's 
guiding them to the most perfect matter,' whatever proceeds from them is con- 
sistent ■with what is most advisable, and comprehends the security of the woild 
and the welfare of the children of Adam 


> Hmahyan FU, i s , Fortunate presage. ’ That is, Fortunate mind or opinion 

* Bee p. I, note 7, where a portion of the same verse of the Kur’hn is noticed FI eh m 
lU : Mar , ISO , Sole, p 30, 1 16 ‘And os to the mercy granted unto the disobedient from 

a thou, 0 Muhammad ' host been mild towards them , but if thou hodst been severe and 
■haorted, they hod surely separated themselves from about thee Therefore forgive them, 
and ask pardon for them , and consnlt them lu the affair of war,’ 
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OOuyiOT 

t 

In rU Chiiigt coiuml ihould be taken where ’Tu not, advantage will be wanting tbOc 
It happened that one day Humdyun Fdl went forth to the chase ^i^istah 
Hit, like fortune, waited on the etirrup of Humdyun, and’ the spaoioiia extent 
of the hunting-ground was a cause of envy to the sky above, on account of ike 
auspicious footsteps of the King , and the celestial eagle, in the expectation 
of becoming the prey of the royal falcon, turned towards the centre of the 
earth The hunting animals, having broken their bonds and having sprung 
forth from them fetters and confinement, put themselves m motion m pursuit 
of game The hunting pard, covered with its leopard skm, became eyes all 
over its body, to go^e the better on the beauty of the dark-eyed antelopes , ’ 
and the dog, with its hon-like claws, in the desire of capturing the hare, 
learned a thousand kinds of vulpine artifices The high-soaiing hawk, like a 
far-fiymg arrow from the thumb-stall of the archer, set his face towards the 
zenith and the food-providmg ^ falcon with the wound of its blood-spiUmg 
talons, tore out the arteries from the throat of ttie quarry 

DISTIOHS 

Forth leapt the hght-wingcd falcons, swift to soar, 

Sharpening their talons in the quarry’s gore , 

Now swept the hawk drstnctive through the sky, 

Parrot nor francclm was left on high 
On every side the ambushed leopard stinins. 

No passage fur the bounding dicr remains, 

And by its eoursings, fleet Arahia's hound, 

Makes scant for flight the plain’s extremest hound 

And when tho Kmg hod finished the sport of the chase, and had emptied the 
desert of beasts and the air of birds, his retinue obtained leave to deport, and 
the Kmg and his Vozir bent their stejis towards the capital , but during that 
tune their caftans ‘ of steel wore rendered soft as wax by tho heat of the sun , 
and from the warmth of the horse-armour, which boasted an equality with a 
flame of fire, the swift-paced courser was burnt up on the spot, 

DISTICHS 

Mine, then, and mountain to file-temple's grew, 

The earth was baked, and scorched heaven's vault of blue 
Tho birds concealed amid the branches slept, 

The beasts within their lurking-places crept 


‘ The printed edition omits wa 

> That u, The spots on the leopard are said to arise from hia vehement desire to gaze on 
the antelope, os some philosophers tell us that monkeys obtain prehensile toils firom their 
desire to hong on trees 

^ This Word may also mean ‘ captive-toking ' 

* The dictioiiaiy renders ' u vest worn under armeur’ , but the addition of/aiddd 

aboWB that this sense is inadmissible here ' 
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HumAy^n Fal, said to Khujistoh Bit, ‘ In such a heated atmosphere it is not 
wise to bestir ourselTes, nor is it possible to escape the heat by tahing rfielter 
in the shade of a poTilion From the ardent warmth, the terrestnsl globe is 
heated like a smith's forge ; and the earth’s centre, hke the expanse of sther, 
has become a quarry of fire How dost thou advise — that for a time we 
should rest m the shade, and when the ’Anki ' of the sun mchnes to its nest 
m the west, we too may alight at our victonouB abode Khujistah Bit 
unloosed the tongue of praise and said, 

COUTLST 

‘ Suu of this region ' shndr of the Most High ' 

Than phoimi-winga moro bleat thy canopy 

To thy subjects, who take refuge under the shadow of the phoenix, as under a 
king’s banner, there is no apprehension from the flame of the sun’s world- 
oansmning torch, 

COUPLPT 

From the sun of Lhongeful fortune, wherefore should we danger dread > 

When the shadow of thy favour o’er us is, protective, spread 

Novcrtheless, it appears to be essentially beneficial that the sublimely- gifted 
person of the Kmg, the shadow of God, m the shade of whose fortune the 
people ore at rest, should take refuge from the heat of the atmosphere, whence 
results a variety of annoyances and aches , 

HEMISTICH 

fly thy aecuntv all climes are safe 

And I behold m the vicmity a mountain lofty as the magnanimity of the brave, 
and exalted as the rank of the pious A short timo ago, I went tliero from 
head to foot it was clothed m a green mantle, and a thousand fountams of 
sweet water bubbled up from its pure breast Its odoriferous herbs and flowers 
shone hke the stars of heaven, and its fountain-hke nvulcta glittered hke the 
brooks of the garden of raiadise The advisable course is this, that the rems 
of mtention should be turned in that direction, that fur a short tune we may 
he gladdened like verdure beneath the wdlow-shade , and for a moment may 
bo refreshed and contented like the jasmine at the water’s edge, and at the 
boundary of the parterre, 

OOUTLET 

By the hank of the nviilet seated, watch the cunent of life flow post 
For this token may well suffice us of a world’s pageant whick may not last ' 

Humiyiin Fal, agreeably to the advice of Khujistah Eaf, turned his face m 
that directien and m a short time, havmg passed over the distance, made 


* The ‘A11V& IB a fshulouB bird which is said to bo nialim-iil urn, vuyTtil-u' I Jam, 
‘ known m name, unknown in body ’ 
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with the dust of the hoof of his cream-coloured steed, magoiflcent as that of 
BiUstaln,^ the ddrt of the mountam, hke the sleeve of those possessed of 
prosperous fortune, a kissing-place for the happy He beheld a mountain 
whioh raised its lofty summit beyond the highest part of the sky and which 
brought the top of its green sword near the gilded shield of the sun, or rather 
it was like a Bhekh, who, aeccrduig to the description, ' And [w made] the 
tnomtains Oi italcet’^ has brought the foot of constancy under the robe of 
dignity, while from his eyes the stream of tears flowing on has reached his 
skirt. The king having ascended the mountam, ‘ and havmg gut his clothes 
around his waist os a cloud [girdles a hill], made a circuit round it on every 
side On a sudden, an expanse appeared, in extent hke the plain of hope , 
and a space was presented to his eyes, hkc the expansion of anticipation m 
excessive amphtude In its verdure it resembled the flower-garden of heaven, 
and m its waters and air it equaled the verdant meads of Paradise , and m its 
area, the violet sprang up m vicmity to the rose, hkc the captivatmg tresses of 
the beautiful, and young hyacinths, with sclf-spnngmg tulips, grew np 
dehghtful like the civet-diffuaing rmglcts of tlic sugar-lipped fair The 
willow of Tabanstin was arrayed m its vermilion satm vest,' and the 
straight cypress hod robed itself with its silken pistachio-coloured head-dress 
The tongue of the perfrmie-loadcd zephyr disclosed to the four quarters of the 
world the secrets of the sweet plants of the garden, and, from the discourse of 
the nightingale, the story of the Hose’s hue and fiagiam e rearhed the ears of 
the dwellers m the Mansions on High 

nisncHs 

Delightful, heait-osjiandiiig, its ».itcr aud its an, 

A resting-place uuspiciaus, — a gladsome spot and lair 
Upsprang, beaido each brooklet, sweet flowers of many a bin, 

With tbcir faces and tbeir limbs uU spiinkleij o’er rvith dew 
Trees reared aloft tbeir stature like idols tall , and they. 

Seemed each than its next neighbour more beauty to display 
And birds upon the braiicbes poured forth full ninny a note , 

Which like sounds of rich-toncd organs through heaven seemed to flout 


' Sukhth, the name of Hustam's diarger, and the only steed which could support the 
hero’s ffapiuu as he leaned upon its loins AU other horses wero crushcu by the 

weight 

‘ In this ridiculous metaphor, the peak of a mountain is compared to a green sword, 
which rises so high as to strike the sun 

1 Kur’fin, Mur , Ixxviu , 6 , Sale, p 433, 1 8 ‘ Have we not made the earth for a bed, 
and the mouutauis for stokes to flx the same ’ The some idea ocours m the 16 th and 31 b t 
chapters of the Kur' kn 

‘ The lithographed edition reads iabdtdt, for the printed odition's bah-hildi Tlio 
metaphor is overstrained even beyond Fcreion comparison Either the king moved round the 
mountain liko o cloud, or ho tucked up his garment like a cloud belting a hill— lluum 
toncotul 

p The lithographed mlition reads nimohah for tho punted edition's nhnah-t 

c 2 
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And thai®, the lovely oypTMa, surpaMing Eden's, waved, 

On every leaflet shewing', ' Good ' good ‘ to them 1 ' engraved. 

And in the midst of that verdant plain wan a lake, whose water, hie that of 
life, strengthened the soul, and was hie SalsahQ in Paradise, of exquisite 
dehcacy and punty 

COCTLET 

Glanced in its waves fish of a silver hue. Like the young moon in heaven’s vault of blue 

The Vasir commanded that they should adorn the maxgiu of the laie 'with a 
tbrnne for the kin g , and Hmnlyun I’il seated himself on the cushion of ease. 
The attendants of his auspicious retinue disposed themselves to rest under the 
shade of trees on the hank of a nvulet, and regarding their Eden-hkc haltmg- 
placc, after that fiery atmosphere, as a rare blessing, repeated 'With the tongue 
of ecstasy this couplet, 

coupLirr 

I &om tha waste, 0 God ' of tod and pam Am freed — and sit on Tram's * flowery plain. 

The King and the Vasfr dismounted from their horses and elephants m a 
comer of the plain, and without playing [chess] through check to the queen 
on their vain uuagmations, averted the countenance ol their lofty spmta from 
the worthless tnflea of this world, and henchng their meditations on the 
wonders of God's creation, and the marvels of His mfinite productions, 
performed the recital of the praise of that Kmg Most High, the artist of 
whose fixed decree, with the pen of ommpotence, has engraven such heautiful 
pictures on the surface of the mountam’s stony tablet, and the magic of 
whose power brings forth from the heart of the rock all these vanegated 
plants At ono time they repeated a couplet from the Gulistan,“ 

Not sole, tbe rose-couchcd Bulbul hymns Ills name, 

Each tbom'B a tongue his marvels to proclaim 

At another they contemplated this picture from the Niglriston,' 

COUPLET 

For the rose-leaf now He fashions a hght chariot on the winds , 

Now a chain of limpid water'' on the hreeres' feet he hmds 


' Thba, ‘ good,' is the name of a tree m Faradiso 

® Tram is the name of fabulous gardens said to exist in Arabia Felix, and to be filled with 
all dehghls, so as to be n counterpart of Paradise They are said to have been made by 
ghaddfid-biD'Aad or Iram-hin-Omad 

’ The Imes occur in the Gulisttin of S'adl, hook u , story 2 See my translation (p 129) 
(Austin, Hertford, 1852) The version above 1 prefer as giving the force of tho ftah 

* There are three works of this name (which Bimfles ‘ A Gallery of Pictures ') The first 
was wntten by Ahmad-bm-Miihammad 'Abdu’l-Ghafhru’l-Kazwim , the second bj Mlr-ir 
’d-dln u’l lafaraini , and tho third by Maula-bin-Sulaunfin Tho first contains anecdotes of 
each pnnoe of the several Fcrsian dynsstics 

‘ The npple on tho water is compared to a chain which is said to he put upon the wind 
m order to make an antithesis to the fiiiiner sentence, where the Bar in its free courao is coml 
pared to a car 
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^orr from the linked writing, 'which the omnipotent pen haa inacribed on the 
page of flie -waters, they read the«3 words, ‘ And we emwe tpringe to gtuh 
forth the tanw . ' ' and from the green tablet of the grass, whioh was 
coloured by the pen of Creative power, they perused the verse, ' And we make 
tlumn gardem ' * Meanwhile, the sight of Humiyiin FU fell on a tree, 
stripped of its clothing from the shedding of its leaves, os one which had 
experienced |_the effects of] autumn, and which fi'om age was without 
vegetation or gro-wth, like helpless old men The hatchet of the peasant, 
Tune, had continued to cut off and mutilate its hmbs, and the saw of the 
carpenter, Fortune, had sharpened its greedy teeth m making shreds of its 
weft and warp “ 

COUPLET 

Tile young troe is the garden's pnde and crown 

Groua it hut old, the gardener cuts it down 

The centre of the tree, hie (he heart of careless darvoshes, had become 
hoUow, and a swarm of bees had taken refuge m that fortress, to store up 
provision for their support Wlien the King heard the buzzing of the bees, 
he mquired of his sage Viufr, ‘Wliat is the cause of the assembly of these 
hght-wmged insects^ m this tree, and at whose command do theso busy 
creatures resort to the heights and slopes of this meadow^ 

COUPLET 

What 18 the cause of thou resorting here > And in this chamber whom do they revere * 

Khujistoh Eai' spake as follows, ‘ 0 fortunate I’nncc ' they are a tnbe domg 
much good and but little injury, and by reason of the eleauliuBBs and neat- 
ness which 18 mlicrent in their natures, they have received the honour of 
God’s inspiration, as set forth by the admirable saymg, ' Thj Lori spake ly 
inspiration unta the Jec and have bound the belt of obedience round the 
waist of their sou] by the communication of the favour of the royal command, 


■ Kur’kn, FI, ch xini 34, Mar, 33, Sole, p 332, 1 6 ‘And wc make therein 
girdcns of palm-trees und viues , and wc cause springs to gush forth lu the same , that they 
may eat of the (ruits thereof, and oi the labour of their hands ' The text of Maraechi, and 
the MSS I have inspected, give mnu'l 'uyim, whereas the mim is omitted here both in the 
printed and the lithographed editions by an error 

' This IB the same quotation from die Kur'un, which has been made a line or two above 
Sec Solo, p 332, 1 S 

> The pid IS the ‘ weft,' that is, the cross-threads m weaving, and those which pass 
tiansTorsely to the tdr or ‘ warp ' 

t In the text ‘birds,’ as these Persmns will not have a sentenco — nay, not a word — 
Without a companson 

“ ^ur'lin, FI, ch ivi, 70, Mar , BB, Bale, p 202, 1 2B ‘Verily hero is a sign unto 
people who understand Thy Lord spake hy inspiration unto the bee, saying, ‘Provide thee 
houses in the mountains, and in the trees, and of those matcnals wherewith men build hives 
for thee then out of every kind of fruit, and walk m the tieaten paths of thy Lord.’ 
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' Prmdt thee koute* m the momiatm ’ ' They have & king, Y’aflub,"' m bulk 
larger than they , and their nation have placed their heads on the hue of 
obedience to his majesty and dignity, end he is seated on the square throne 
of was which has been prepared for him , and has appointed to their several 
offices hia vazir and chamberlain, and porter and gnard, and spy and deputy. 
The ingenuity of his attendants is such, that each one prepares hesogonal 
chambers of was, of such a fashion that there is no rnequality m their 
partitions, and the most perfect geometncians woidd be unable to compass the 
like without compasses and a rule and other mstruments And when the 
house approaches completion, by the kmg’s command, they cxime forth from 
that abode, and a noble bee, m the language they possess, acquamts" them 
with the condition of office , that they are not to exchange their cleanliness 
for grossncBB,* nor to pollute the tram of their punty with the contammation 
of uncleannesa In fulfihnent of then promise, they sit not hut on the 
branch of the fragrant rose and the pure blossom, in order that what they 
eat from those delicate leaves may, in a short time, become concreted in their 
inside into the form of a fresh and sweet-tasted viscous humour, and a 
juice may be extracted from it such that the description, ‘ Wherem u a 
medicine /or otcm,’’ may nghtly ajiply to its quohty, and when they return 
home, the warders try them by smellmg whether they have kept to their 
troth, that is, u bother they have avoided that which does not possess the 
requisite punty , after which, permission is given them to re-enter their 
hexagonal chambers and constructed apartments, and if (which God forbid') 
they have transgressed the purport of this couplet, 

COUPIET 

Tlic hand (if truthfulncbs in fuitVi girdle jilaec, 

teicrt thjself to shun the faithless one's disgrace, 

and there he found on tlicm lui odour which maf bo a cause of disgust and 
loathing, they immediately sever them in two , and if the warders, inctming 
to negligence, give them a passage, and the km g should scent the unsavoury 
odour, he, liaving inquired into the state of the case, will conduct the unlucky 


* Seo the precedmg uote This Ariliit sentence is the sequence of the one preceding I 
take this opportnnity,nuwevcr, of cnrroctuig fiom the MS8 a reading in the hthographed 
and pnntea editions Tlicso add, after the quotation, rd ss belonging to /armdn vhfle it 
appears to mo better to regard farmdn as the gen case dependent on ’mdyai, rather than as 
the dative after Aatnr baetah, though this construction is admissible 
® This Word also signifles ‘ Ihincc ’ 

® Firdttddan, in this sense, is not to be found in the Diohonaiy, though established by 
thu passage '' 

‘ Ksedfttt This meaning is not to be found m the Dictionary, but is established by the 
above passage ^ 

“ Knr’ia, FI , ch xvi 71 , Mar , 69 , Sale, p 206, 1 1 ‘There preceedeth &om their 
bellies a liquor dl varians colour wherein is a medicine for megi,' TTna alludes to a cure 
wmught by Muhammad vath honey See Sale’s note m line 32 of ffie some page 
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bee to the piece of pnHuhmeiit, and first give orders for the execution of the 
warders, and after that, put to death the disrespectftil bee, that no other of 
then race should conunit a smulor ill-oction and in case that a stranger 
from ouother hive should wish to enter their dweUmg, the warders forbid 
him, end should he not desist, they slay him and it is recorded that 
Jamshid, Emperor of the world, borrowed from them the regulations 
respectmg warders and guards, and the appointment of chamberlama and 
doorkeepers, and the arrangement of thrones and regal cushions, and in 
course of time these customs were perfected ’ 

WhenHumayun Pal heard these words, his noble mind felt an inclination 
to examine their institutions He arose and went to the foot of the tree, and 
for a tune nmused himself with watuhmg their court and palace, and their 
manner of coming and going, and the rules of their waiting and attendance 
He beheld a multitude with their waists girded m obedience to the divino 
command, and hke Suliuman seated m the air,' havmg selected a pure diet 
and a clean dwelling, none ot them interfenug'* with the other, and none of 
them Bufl'ermg molestation or annoyance at the hands of his own species 

comrr 

Bravo ' yc lofty oni'S of low estate , Great little bemga, humble, but elate 
He said, ' 0 Khujistah Haf ’ wondrous is it that m spite of the tomt ot 
fierceness which is implanted in their nature, they are not mtent upon 
mjimng one another, and that although they possess a sting, they famish 
nought hut delicious honey, and notwithstanding the awe which attends 
their forms, they show nought hut gentleness and softness And among men 
we behold the reverse of this, a number of whom oppress their fellows, and 
aim at overthrowing the existence of those who resemble themselves 

COUPLET 

The inhumanity of mankind scar^ IIuw miin stands watihing 'gainst his fcIlDW-mon ' 
The V ozir said ' These animals that you see ore created with one solo 
disposition, and men are made of different temperaments , and masmuch as m 
their composition, soul and body, and gross and fine, and light and darkness 
have been blent together, and tlie com of material and angelic nature, and 
Buhhme and low foekngi have been pomed mto their mould, a difference of 
temper and a peculiar bent is produced According to the saying, 'And 
assuredly all men knew their respective drinling-place,’ * a shore m angelic 


^ Mubamiundajis behevo that Suhiuiikn or Sohinion, as also Jnmshid, possessed a throue 
on whieh they could transport themsolvos through the air 

“ Lit , ‘ To not one bosmess with the advantage or injury of another ’ 

^ Kur' kn, Fl , eh ii d7 , Mar , 69 , Sale, p 7, last lino ‘And when Moses asked dniik 
fur the pooplo, we said, strike the rock with thy rod , and then' gushed thereout twelve 
fmmtauis, aocoiduig to tho number of the tribes, anil all men knew then rcspoctive drinking- 
place ’ In Maracrlii, the Latin verse is numhered wrong— 60 for S9 
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intelligence bns been given to them,‘ and moreover, a portion of Satanic 
temper Bent down upon them, so that every one should place the hand of 
-compliance on the skirt of reason, and by the step of exaltation should be 
promoted to the rank of, ‘ And now hmo u>e honoured the chlirm of Adam ’ ’ 
And all -who place the head of obedience on the -writing of the mandate of 
thou sensual feehngs, frmu excess of debasement" -will remain on the 
descending grade of ‘ A’hy ' they are most tn error a» to the way,’ and it has 
well been said 

OOtJPLFT 

Part of thy nature drags thee down, part lifts thee to the skies , 

Qmt thou thy fienduh portion then, and e'en o’er angels nee 

And the majonty of mankind, by reason of their following the sensual 
incImatianB -which seek to enslave them, manifest censuialile qualities, as 
greediness and avarice, and envy and rancour, and cruelty and pnde, and 
hypoonsy and conceit, and slander and calumny, and false accusation and 
such hkc 

COUPLET 

Ilnw small aclf-knoi;lcdgo w to dulltu-ds lent ' 

Vico they approve to virtue's detriment 

Like smoko wliioh to the bnun works out its way, 

Or like light-quenchmg winds to lamps aru they ’ 

The Kmg said, ‘ According to thy statement, and the manner in which thou 
hast detailed the condition of the sensual, the most salutary course for 
mankmd is that each should draw the foot of retirement under the robe of 
freedom from the world, and ha-ving closed on him self the gate of the society 
of others, should employ himself in self-punflcation , that salvation should 
arise fr-om the cruel whirlpool of error, which is the source of blameable 
quohties 

IPEHISTICH 

Herefrom 'tis better, if they can, ^ flee 

I have heard that ease is to be found in Bohtude, and hberty in retirement, 
and I have been con-vmced to-day that the society of the majonty of persona 
18 more hurtful thau the poison of the viper, and association with them more 
frill of dlffloultles than the pen! of yielding up one’s life , and -with reference 
to the circumstance that many sages have passed long intervalB m the comer 
of a cave, or the bottom of a pit, theu- ne-ws were du-ected to this, 


* Lit , ‘ '^oy have given to them ’ In the following sentences har huddm, is more than 
once iided with a plural verb 

Mai 71 , Sale, p 215,1 17 ‘ And now have we honoured 
the children of Adam by sundry peculiar pnvileges and endowments , and we have inven 
them oonveniences of carnages by land and by sea, and have provided food for them of good 
thmgs and we have preferred them before many of our creatures which we have ercated, hv 
granting them great pierogatives ' ^ ' 

‘ The printed and lithowaphod editions have here, by a typogrmlucal error, matto for 
raedlal, which would delay the student 
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ySBAB« 

Why do the true to the lone careni fly? 

’Tu that, alone, they And tranquillity 
Since darkneee better is than man's dark deeds, 

The wise man from the bustling mart recedes 

MoreoTer, perfect pure-hearted darveahes voluntarily subject themselvea to 
BoUtude, and devote themaelves to the concema of others, 

COVrLBT 

I wish for solitude, that, if with whirlwind-foree the wheel of deetmy 
Should smite this rubbiah-bog of wordly things, the blow may fail to injure me ’ 

Khujiatah Bai' said, ‘ What has passed from the divinely-mspired tongue of 
his majesty the Kin g, the asylum of the world, is the essence of truth and 
the perfection of right reasoning, since society is the cause of disquiet to the 
mind, and retirement the source of inward and outward contentment; 
according as they have said, 

aUATUlIN 

Knowest tbou to whom by night and day collected thoughts belong ? 

That hermit who, when men collect, joins not the giddy throng 
Contentment, like a tender bud, m the heart’s garden' grows , 

Amid the crowd it sheds its loaves as droops the gathered rose 

Nevertheless, several of the great leaders of the Faith, and chiefs of the true 
behef, have preferred, on the grotmd of advantage, the state of compamonship 
and association to that of sohtude, and have said the society of a good 
compamon is better than the being alone, but that when tm aimahle friend is 
not to be had, solitude is better than society 

OOUPLET 

Thyself from others, not from friends, seclude 
Furs are not spring-wear, but for winter rude 

And in fact, society is the means of obtaming excellencies and advantages, and 
the bond of umon between tAe great and the eminent 

COUPIBT 

With the hand of seeking bo the skirt of social converse sought , 

Sit not solo, — for lonely momeuts arc with fsar of madness fraught 

And from the purport of the tradition, ' There is no tnonachvtm m Isldm,’ * it 
18 understood that the advantages of society are superior to the utrhhcs of 
sohtude , and how can it be possible for man to set up for retirement, and not 
engage m soeiety with those of his species, smee the power of the tnumphant 
ommpotence of God has imposed on mankmd the obstacle of mutual necessity, 


' One MS reads iar idyA-i dd, which for the sense 1 much prefer to dar ghunchah-t dil, 
for how can a rose grow in a blossom ’ The number of syllables may be preserved by nukiuir 
nduti an epithet af dil ^ 

‘ Thu a Uying of Muhammad, which I have myself heard abundantly quoted by Sunnis 
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aod made t;hem. mutually neoessary to each other, by reason of 'which they 
hu'Fe beoome social m disposition ; that is to say, reqnuiug to congregate, 
’whifh IB called omc life and the meaning of this word, cmc hfe, is the 
glyrng friendly aid and assistance to those of the same race reciprocally, 
because neither the life of an individual nor the existence of the human 
species IB possible, save by aiding one another as if, tor example, an individual 
^ould have to arrango for his food and raiment and abode, he must first 
possess himself of the tools of a carpenter and smith, smee without these 
preparations, instruments for the ciilture of the fields and for harvest, and 
whatever is dependent thereon, cannot be procured , and during this interval 
life could not he supported, and after preparing these tools it he should spend 
all his tune m one avocation, he would be unable to engage m and perform 
others, how much less could he succeed when he would have to occupy him- 
self 'With the whole circle of employments Hence the necessity for a body of 
persons mutually aiding one another, and foi appoint mg each over a distinct 
husineBB* to the extent that may bo sufficient for his support, and further to 
give whatever may he beyond this to another, and that m proportion to their 
o'wn work they should make exchanges so as to remunerate themselves, so 
that all transactions may be reduced to order by reason of this assembling , 
and fl'om those premises it is seen that men stand in need of one another's 
assistance, and assistance witliout assemblmg together is impossible, wherefore 
for the body of mankind to abide in solitude, belongs to the class ot impossi- 
bihties, and m fact the proverb, ‘ Assemhhnff with others ts a gift from God,' 
refers to this. 

tooriFT 

Seize the border tbou of union, and thy hnsiness thus cfteit , 

For to compoiia aught unaided, is nliat thou const ne’er cipcct ' 

The £mg said, ' What the Vazir has spoken is the cssoucc of wisdom, and 
the choicest philosophy, but it occurs to mo that consequent upon the 
necessity of mankind for assembling together, the diversity ot their tempera- 
ments will assuredly load to disputes , because some will be stronger than 
others, masmuch as their bulk and strength will bo greater , and a few others 
■wiU be aupenor to the rest in wealth and rank, and greediness and appetite 
will prevail over others In those who excel the rest m strength and wealth, 
the desire of conquest and tyranny ■wiU spring up, and undoubtedly it ■will 
sway them to such an extent, that they wiU draw most men into the bonds 
of obedience to them, and the greedy man will feel the lust of getting into 
his grasp other men’s gams , and these matters wiU lead to dissension and 
will finally result lu mischief 


* The bosl MS I have tonsulted omits ziyaMi after ba-tmhinmi, and tightly, os it 
i^peets to me The ayiiah which follows may have led te its ciToneuia mscrtion him 
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OOVPLET 

Dissmuian doth ao fierce a fluno nprauc, That all that la will penah m ita blaze ' 

The Va^T said, ‘0 king of hinga, Asyliun of wudom! a plan has boon 
Bsoertamed for the remoyal of the dissension, which causing crery one to be 
content with his own rightful share, retrenches the hand of his aggression 
from graspmg the rights of others , and this plan they call ' coercion,’ and 
the piyot of this is the rulo of jnshce, the meaning of which is, the dun 
regard of the mean, that is, the centre of the circle of excellence, which in 
accordance with the saying, ‘ The led things are means,' comprehends the fact 
that extremes arc worthless, as has been said, 

VEBSr 

ExtromcB of quality lu aoparato aro, Aa the bnght eun and the obecurcst star ' 

Wherefore to choose the midmost thing is host, Bmct ill ‘ the Golden mean’ “ as true attest ’ 

The king said, ‘ tMicncc can one know those mcima through the recogmtion of 
which the f'lce of affaira assumes the appearance of a just equality'” The 
Vazir said, ‘Ho who causes these things to appear is a jicrfcct and completely 
cxocUeut person, aided hy (fad, who was sent by the divmc Majesty to men, and 
sages call him Nimiis-iAkbar'' and tlie wise m the faith term him ‘messenger 
and prophet,’ and assmcdly liis commands and prolubitions inll be in umson 
with what is advisable for men in this woild and that to which we return, 
and when that prophet the blessing and peace of God be upon him < ) who 
is the Giver of the canons of law, bends his stops towards the other world, 
there 18 no altcmativo hut to employ the cocrtion* of the ruler for preserving 
obedience to the laws of rehgion fixed by him Since the majoiity of mankind 
arc neglectful of their own uitorests, and the rule' of mchuation and sense has 
the mastery over them, wherefore of necessity the existence of a powerful 
ruler is imperative, in order tliat — preserving the regulations of command and 
prohibition of the projihet, by which is meant law — ^lie may cause the pohtico- 
econonuc regulations to he preserved, so that as well the most excellent sect 
may be exalted with the diadem of foitunc, and also the robe of the state may 
be adorned with the embroidery of the exaltation of religion, for State and 
Church are twins, 

courLET 

la reason’s code, the prophet and tho king, Arc but two jewels in the Bolf-samo niig 
And to the same effect they have said, 


’ In the text suhd, an obscure star in the Lesser Bear 

* Lit , ‘ By this proof, that the best of thmgs ore the moans ’ By ‘ means,' of course arc 
meant tho fuirinis of Aristotle 

' A name of the Angel Gahnol, hut hero applied to Muhammad 

* The best MS I have consulted reads siydmtl, which I prefer to siydsi, tho reading of 
the prmted and hthographed editions 

‘ Int , ‘ And ohedionce to inclination and sense prevails over them ’ 
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COUPLET 

Hio king'* anthonty cults the Law Aad by its sauctioii, kmgs inspire fiieah awe ' 

Hiim&yuii Fal said, ‘ Wtat ought to be the oonditioii of this powerful ruler, 
the existence uf whom among the people after the Prophet ( The llemng and 
peace of God he with hm 'J ‘ is reqmeite, and what ought to be tfls qualitieB 
in goyemmg the affaire of the State and of the Paith ’ ' Oujistah Bal said, 
'This ruler should be wise m the rules of judicial coercion and in the niceties 
of equity, for if he be not such, the State is on the road to decay, and its fortunes 
on the eve of departure, 

OOUFLST 

An oapirc le by justicG rooted fast , And by thy justice will tby actions last 
And next it is necessary for him to understand the management of the Pillars 
of the State, tgid what body ought to be strengthened, and whom he ought to 
select to Bit in counsel with, and what class he ought to bnng down, and whose 
converse he ought to shim , since of the attendants of the imperial court there 
are but a few who specially bmd the girdle of fidelity to the king around 
the waist uf smcerc attachment, and who exert themselves for the earthly 
renown and heavenly recomponso of the monarch nay the generality of them 
choose the path of servico with a view to obtam their own advantage, or to 
repel disagreeables from themselves 

COUPCBT 

The braggart folltiwera, thy pnde and joy The zealous labourers, whom tbou dost employ * 
And since their prmcipal busmess is based on covetousness, it is probable that 
they wiU entertain malice against a person whose favours they cannot requite, 
and that they will be envious of that other class, who may derive advantages 
from attending on the king supenor to them own allowances , and when 
rancour and envy have ansen in them, they wiU set on foot a variety of 
stratageme and state thmgs which have not really occurred and if the king 
be destitute of the coveruig of vigilance, and should hston to the discourse of 
interested persons with the hcarmg of acceptance, and should not condescend 
to inquire into and investigate the circumstancoB, a variety of injuries and 
mischiefs wiU arise therefrom, and divers evils will result 

vbuse 

Loud not tbino oar to BcldBh men, for these Bear envy in their bosom — feU dlBOOBo ' 

They in a moment will ombreil a woild , A moment bccb it to eonfuBion hurled 

But when a vigilant and prudent monarch undertakes investigation of affairs, 


' SlVam IB a mystenaua word added to the name of Mohammad, formed from the abbre- 
viatiim of the following words, >alla alldh ’alaihi wa lallam, ‘ The bleoBing and peace of 
God be with bun'’ 

® Lit , ‘ The boasters who are deomees to thee — the labourcra who are for a thing to thoc ' 
One MS reads ehavad for sAovond 
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and tiiTTiB fllf inquires into all matters collective and particular, he discnmiiiBtes 
file bri^tnesB of tru^ from the shadows of falsehood, and both m this world 
fbe foundations of his empire remain free from disturbance, and in the world 
to Come he attains the happmesa of salvation and the exaltation of Paradise 

niBTICHS 

He that is just m this house of to-night, Improves his mansion of to-morrow's light , 
Justice dominion' B sole condition is, And gentleness secures eternal bliss 

And every wise kmg who, basing his acts on wisdom, mokes the advice of 
sages his rule of conduct, his state will be prosperous and his people happy 
and joyful, like the great king of Hmd, Dabishlfm, who based the foundation 
of his empire on the rules delivered to him by the Brahman Bfdplf, and having 
diligently mquired of him what would be advantageous for kings, m 
consequence reigned for a long tune succesafiiUy and after he migrated from 
this fleeting habitation to the pavilion of eternity, his good name and glorious 
tradition contmues to this day on the page of tune 

couflut 

Though all existing things in thought I scan, Good name appears the one true end of man ’ 
When Humuyun Pal hoard mention of Dihishlfm and Bfdpdi', he became 
s miliTig and glad in the garden of joyousness, and on the plain of cheerfulness, 
hko a fresh bud which m the morning- tunc unfolds its tender lip smiluigly at 
the movement of the monung zephyr, and he said, ‘ 0 Khujistah Bai ' now 
for a long time the desire to hear the story of this Kmg and Brahman has 
been fixed in my inmost heart, and the idea of their discourses and intemews 
has occupied a place m the cabmet of my mmd 

UEMIBTICK 

For ages I for thy curled rmglets long 

Yet however much I liavc discharged the duties of search, and inquired of 
every one as to their narrative, I have ohtamed no portion’ of tlus story nor 
has a letter of the record of their histones become known to me 

COUrLl-T 

With uoue I find a token of that heart-enslaving fair , 

Or I am slow in finding, or no trace of her is there 

And I hod always opcnc'd the ear of attention, considering from whose tongue 
their names would ho heard by me, and ever kept the eye of expectancy on 
the high road of anticipation, pondering on the place whence the beauty of 
thia matter would appear 

COUPLET 

My ear each sound attends, hut where that lip’s fair tidings, say ? 

My gaze u on the road, hut wheic that glorious vision's ray P 


t The MSS I have coneulted and the lithographed edition read Ais,aA ai in kueah, hut 
the ^uted edition reads hakkat, or hakkah which appears to mo not' so mtelligihle, and 
which wonts the jmgle so pleasmg to the Tersian cor 
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And now th&t I have learned that the Yozir u informed of their history I pay 
doe thflnlta to Gfod and say, 

OOUPLKT 

At length I thoa my hoert’s /ond wish attain , And what I aought of Ood at length I gain 
I hope that with all poasible speed thou wilt favour me with the words of the 
TTing and the Brahman, smce in telling thu history, to thee results tie 
advantage of discharging the obligation due for my bounties, and to me by 
reason of hearing these odmomtions a variety of advantages will be gamed for 
my subjects , and a narration — by the means of the recital of which, a debt of 
gratitude 18 discharged, and by the hlesamg of the hearmg of which, advantage 
accrues to a whole people, high and low, — ^must be exceedingly auspicious 

BTAMZA. 

Tho wise man’s tongue, fraught with sagacity, The key of wisdom’s treasuTe-honse will be. 
Ope then the door, bring forth the com and see, For prudent counsel will the touchstone be, 
So counsel those of regal dignity, Thnt the folks’ happiness therem may be •’ 

BEOINXmO OF THE STOET OF KINO BABISHIIH AND THE BBAHMAN dIdPAI 

The clear-minded and wise-counseUing Varir unloosed the tongue of 
explanation, and in the delivery of his discourse ftiUy discharged all that was 
due to eloquence, and said, — 

rorpLET 

‘ 0 auspicious foot of Majesty ' whose glorious influence lends. 

To the stars of hcavou the fortune that on their wmrso attends 

I have heard from the sugar-raviahing parrots of eloquence, and the melli- 
fluous mghtmgalcs of tho flower-gaiden of genius, that m one of the chief 
citios of Hind, which is the mole on the lace of the empire, there was a king 
of wakeful fortune and prosperous days, and a monarch ^ world-adorning, 
Buhject-chenshmg, tyrant-consuming Tho royal throne derived lustre from 
his illimitable justice, and the imperial tribunal gamed ornament from the 
beauty of his commands and prohibitions, Tho stam of oppression and 
mjustioo was erased from earth’s page, and the countenance of justice was 
shown to aU worlds in tho mirror of his beneficence 

COUTMtr 

Justice 1 thy rays aU earth irradiate, Yea ' justice gilds the counsels of the State 

And they called this monarch Kmg Ddbishlfm, and the meaning of this word 
Ui them language is, ■ Great King ’ From the excess of his greatness, he cast 


' Ereiy line in the Persian rhymes with the verb signifying ‘ will be ’ I have therefore 
iniitatod thi& ’ ’ 

* Inatead of wa hah rdl, the reading of the Uthogiaphod and pnnted edition, and out of 

^ ^ propose to read rdi, which is olio the reading’ 

of all the MSS, 1 have consulted ^ 
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ixot thfi loop of the noose of his lofty spirit save on the niched battlement v£ 
the citadel of heayen , and by reason of bis mdepondenoe/ he looked not saye 
on the HiibliTTinat, achona and the most exalted matters. Ten thotuand * 
furious elephants were among his forces, and the number of his soldiers, 
skilled andyaliont in war, would not enter mto the area of cconputatiou. He 
possessed full treasunes and flourishing dommiona 

HEMISTICH 

Thou Bolo pouessest all, all monaTchg have 

And notwithstanding all this magnificence, he was wont to weigh the affairs 
of his subjects, and to investigate himself every dispute between those who 
sought justice 

OOnPLET 

Who Berve thoo, thou, 0 king ' preserve, and show A kind and lowly bearing to the low ® 
When ho had strengthened hia own dominion by a atnet administration of 
jusboe, and had cleared the extent of his empire from aspirants, he was wont, 
With untroubled mind, to adorn the banquet of pleasure, and to gather the 
wish of his heart from fortune in its yanoua degrees of happiness , and in his 
assembly councillors clothed m wisdom, and sages robed m exoeUonce, were 
wont to be present, and odomod the assembly by elegant expressions and 
praise of noble qualities One day he bad taken his seat on the cushion of 
pleasure, and had set forth a royal banquet 

couriXT 

With all things moot ho hod ndoruod the bonquet-ohamher bright, 

Anil opened wide the portal of rcjuicmg and delight 

After the gratification of hstonmg to the strams of melhfluoualy chaunbng 
mmstrcls, he shewed an inclination to hear a tale of wisdom improving the 
intellect, and after the spectacle of the cheeks of moon-focod Venus-fronted 
heaubes, he evinced a desire for gazmg on the bndal-display of words of 
beneficial tendency , and having made inquiries of philosophers and counsel- 
lors of excellent (qualities and admirable endowments, he bestowed on the ear 
of his sense, the adornment of the jewels of their discourses, which resembled 
royal pearb 

HHMISIICH 

Speech le a pearl bciltB the ear of kioga. 

Then each one of them celebrated some glorious quahty fuid somo laudable 
atfributc, unbl the steed of discourse reached m its career the plain of 


' The word uttahnei = the Greek a^dpucio, ‘ Bufflcienoy lu oneself’ somewhat stronger 
than OUT ‘ mdependenoe ’ 

* I have not translated the word kdidah-\, which is a word added to ‘ elephants,' as we 
■ay ' so many head of cattle.’ In the same manner roe, ' head' is added to ‘ horses,’ and 
mtyir, ' chain,’ abo to ‘ elephants,’ and nafar to ‘ men ’ 

’ I have translated these hnes veiy freely, makmg a vam attempt to preserve the play 
upon words of the onginal 
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goneroffltj Mid beneficence All the sages were unanimous as to this, (hat 
geOMOsit^ 18 the most noble of quahtaes, and the most perfect of attiibat^, 
and therefore they have related it as a tradition from the First Teacher,* that 
the best quality of those which are ascnbed to God Most High, is beneficence, 
because His beneficence permeates through all creatures, and His bounty 
reaches all created things, and the Lord of the great Prophecy (May the 
blessings of God be upon him ’) said that generosity is a plant which springs 
up m Paradise, and which grows on the borders of the stream Kausar , * for, 
Gmeronty u a tree m Paradm * 

VEBSE 

The liberal hnagB God*a favour an hunaelf , True treasure lies iii the forsaking pelf 

'Wonldat thou the trace of ceaaoleaa treasure* find , 'T is only in an cTer-boiinteous mind 

After the king had understood this question, his natural spirit of generosity 
bestirred itself, and he commanded so that they opened the door of a vast 
treasure, and proclaimed a distnbution to high and low, and they made both 
Btrongers and citizens content with a full portion, and by general largesse 
raised both high and low to an independence of fortune above their brethren 

COUVIKT 

From his palm, as from the ram-cloud, forth his bounty's drops appear , 

So he ivBshod want's wntmg from the tablet of misfortune here 

All the day, like the radiant sun, he ivas employed m showenng down gold, 
and like fteah fortune, m gratifying the desires of others, until the time when 
the golden-pmioned Slmurgh" of the sun turned to its nest m the west, and 
the black-visaged raven of the night,' spread the wings of darkness over the 
TEgions of the world 

YSBSE 

When day its mysteries had coverbd, And mantling mght her shadows had outspread 

The Safi’ sun sate down m lonely nook And heaven the Pleiads' rosary® uptook 

The kmg placed the head of leisure on the piUow of repose, and the hands of 


* A name of Gabriel 

“ For a description of this nver, see D'Hcrbelot je, Cautscr, and Rale's Preliminary 
Discourse, p 68, 1 42 ‘It is whiter than milk or silver, and more odoriferous than musk, 
with as many cups set around it as there arc stars in the firmaiient , of which water 
whoever dnnks wiD thirst no more for ever ’ It properly signifies ‘ abundance,' and w the 
title of the 108th chapter of the Km'tin 

s This sentence I presume to he a Hadis, for I cannot find it in the Kur'hn 
‘_The word rawdn signiflcs also ‘ soul,' so that the expression may also mean " a treasure 
of the Bonl.' 

■ The Bimurgh, or 'Ankk, is a fabulous hud, said to reside in the mountain Kaf, or 
Cauoasus, and to be of prodinous size The idea has probably been derived from a tradition 
of fhe lews ahoiit a huge bud, called Yakhush, mentioned in the Talmud 

s For stydA rAiAroA-i m the printed and lithographed echtions, should be read siydA 
sAsAroA, as this adjective is dependent on ghier^ 

^ The Sfifts ere a nmowned order of luyst^, higher than the Kalondar or Hatamatl, in 
that they do not acknowledge a apmtual hoM ' 

‘ The Fleiodea are compared to a rosary ofwfaite heads m the hand of a devotee 
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steep OTenpmd the vestihule of the area of the bram, Then the limner of 
fancy depicted to him a serene-TiBaged old man, on whose countenance the 
traces of wise counsel were visible, and on whose front the marks of super- 
hnman power were discernible, who advanced and sainted the king, and 
BBid . ' To-day thou hast expended a treasure in the way of God, and hast 
offered Up a vast sum to obtain the favour of the divine Majesty In the 
mormng, place the foot of intention m the stimip of success, and betake 
thyself towards the east of the capital , for a treasure worthy of kmgs, and a 
supply of money gratmtously given, is dehvered to thee , and by the finding 
of such a stone thou wilt place the foot of glorious superiority above the 
stars,* and wilt raise the bead of haughtiness beyond the pinnacle^ of the 
highest heavens ’ When the kmg heard those good tidings, he awoke from 
sleep , and gladdened by the thought of the treasure, and the joyful intelligence 
of the sage old man, performed the duties of ablution, and stood up to fulfil 
the prescribed devotions of his faith, until the time when the treasurer of 
omnipotent power opened the door of the horizon, and the gold-spnnkling 
hand of the sun drew under the garment of its rays the jewels of the stars 
from the cabinet of the sky 

COUPLET 

At early dawn when morning, with bnght silver sprinkled o’er, 

Had removed the golden padlock fromheaicn’s paUce-door 
The king commanded so that they adorned a swift wind-paced courser with a 
saddle of gold and a gem-studdod bridle, and having mounted with fortunate 
omens and auspicious destiny, he turned his face towards the east 

COUPLET 

Stirrup to stirrup i on with him went fortune and euecess , 

Rem touching reiu, high triumph and support his progress bless 
And when he had passed beyond the limits of habitation into tho expanse of 
the desert, he cast his glance on every side, and sought traces of his object. In 
the midst of this his eyes fell on a mountam, lofty as the magnanimity of the 
beneficent lords of piety, and fixed os the fortunes of equitable kmgs At 
the foot of the mountam a dork cavern appeared, and a man of serene heart 
was seated at its door, liberated, hke the Compamon m the cave,‘ from the 
trouble of nvals 

COUPLET 

He nothing heeds, yet nought escapes his ken 
Sides with — IS severed from — all livmg men “ 


* Lit , ‘The twin stais near the pole of the Lesser Bear ’ 

’ I have to correct a mistake in the printed edition It should he zamnth for saruiaA 
° Lit , ‘ StiiTUp within etimip ' Davlat wa ikW-rd is goveroed by some such verb as 
ddgit, undantood as preceding 

‘ Abhbakr, who lay hid with MuhamAd in his celebrated Hijiah or flight from 
Maklcnh, in a cave of the moiintaui named Tdr 

' Lit , ‘ Burned, and yet performing with ' I have endeavoured to heap the pUy on woida 
in luhjUizA v>a adMUlh. 
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WlieB the nght of the king fell on that holy aage, hia heart beoome inclined 
to his society, and his desire bent towards his company The old man having 
read the wish of the kmg from the illimunated page of his mind, unloosed 
the tongue of humble address, 

couFisr 

‘ 0 Thou ' to srhom is pTon by God this world-wide SoTBreignty, 

Thy place is on our head and eyes, alight and welcomed be 1 

0 king' although the sorrowful' hovel of the wretched, m comparison with 
the glided palace, may appear contemptible, and the store of the cell of the 
distressed in juxta-position to the gem-adomed dwelling of the great, is of no 
account, nevertheless, 

HEHISTIOH 

It IS an ancient custom and established ntc 

for kuigs to survey with a look of pity the condition of fakirs, and to honour 
hermits with their address and vuats, and to regard this us the complement of 
the perfection of good mannurs and of high qualities 

TEBSl 

To condescend to holy men odds grnatneas to the great, 

King Sulaimhn would not o'erlook an insect’s low ('state ’ 

Ddbishllm conducted the speech of the Darvesh to the place of acceptance, and 
dismounted from his steed . and havmg with his auspicious words opened an 
acquaintance with hun,‘ asked the aid of his spirit 

VEBSE 

With whom the blessings of the pious go, 

He loams the secrets of the heart to know , 

Whoe'er have fathomed wisdom's mysteries. 

Hare learned them throngb the teaching of the wise 

And after the kmg showod an mtcntion to depart, the Darvesh unloosed the 
tongue of apology. 

COITPLET 

‘ To kings so great, due hospitality Cannot he shown by one so poor as I 

Nevertheless, m simple unstudied guise* I would offer to the king a thing of 
worth which I possess, and which descended to me os a patrimony, and that 
is the account of a treasure, the purport of which is, that m a comer of this 
cave is a vast treasure, wherem are coins and jewels of inestimable value, 
and I, smee I have obtamed possession of the treasure of contentment — for 
‘ Oentmtment »« a trmure without docay ' * — busied not myself in searching for 


' The printed edition, by a typographical error, reads ajtdn for (Atdn One If S leads 
bMuh-i tdrih 

> The mpreenon is rather obscure, utinds signifles ‘ being intimate ’ 

> Xd-hafar, ‘ whsterer is prepared in haste’ (especially victuals]. 

‘ This I presume to be a proverb I do not find it m the Eur’liii 
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any other, and for my mteieat in thia life also made it my capital, 
Binoe in the h^zir of rehance on God, there is no com more cunent 
than it 

COUPLET. 

Who trust in Qod has no'ci bobcld, has no’oi disoovarod aught 
Contentment’s store who no'or has found, hie findings are but nought 

I hope that the Khusrau,* conqueror of kingdoms, wiU cast the glance of 
attention upon it, and command hia servants to engage m search for it, 
and having caused it to ho convoyed to the public treasury, expend it 
fittmgly, — It IS not far off’ Bdbiahlim, on hearing this speech, com- 
municated to the Dorvesh the incident of the night, and mfonned the 
Compamon of the cave of the circumstances of this adventure The Darveah 
said, ' Although this tnfle is msignificant ■with reference to the lofty spmt 
of the king, still, smcc it has been consigned to you from the mvisiblo 'world, 
you must bestow on it the honour of acceptance 

HEMISTICH 

What th' Cnseeu scuds us raunnt have defect * 

The king commanded, so that all engaged m excavating the cave m every 
part and m all directiuns , and in a short space of time, having recovered the 
clue to the treasure, they brought the heaps mto the presence of Humayun 

VEBSB 

Haro ornaments of priceless gems were there, 

Many a nng, bracelet, and ear-nng fair 
Many a casket and box with lock of gold. 

Which the pearl and the ruhy and sapphire hold 
Many a tool of gold, and silver cup, 

Things costly and rare hllod them brimming up 

The king commanded, so that they removed the locks from the chests and 
caskets, and he gazed upon precious gems and wondrous rarities In the 
midst of aU, he saw a box adorned ■with jewels and 'with hands tightly 
fastened round it on all sides and m all directions, and locked with a padlock 
of Turkish workmanship, made of steel inlaid with gold The firmness of that 
lock was suoh, that the tooth of no key could unloose its words, nor the s kill 
of any solver of difficulties find the way to the solution of its knot However 
much they searched, no trace of its key nor hint of the means of opening it 
appeared The kmg felt an mtense wish to open that lock, and an unbounded 
curiosity to exammo its contents Ho said to himself, ' It would seem that 
they have deposited m this box a rarity more precious than gems of price , 


’ The general title of the Bossanidea or third dynasty of Persia, who reigned 431 years, 
commenoing 22B A D The most celebrated kui^ of this dynasty were Bahrkm-Ghr, 
Nhshirwkn and Forwiz 

‘ I found it impossible to introduoe into English the play on 'ail, 'fault,’ and 
‘ future ' 
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o&siriw, wlwt can be tile canse of aU ^ oareftal a«nirii^f Hetiun gim 
orders^ eo that skilfui nimble-handed smitha prepared to break open titelogfr- 
and when the hd of the chest had be^ opened, a casket vas taken oat of it 
studded with gems like the zodiac, and within that casket was deposited a 
Brnnn box, hko the oib of the moon m exceeding brightness The king 
commanded, so that they brought the small box before him Se opened its 
hd with his royal hand, and beheld a piece of white ailk, on which were 
written some words in the Sjnao character He marvelled as to what 
this might be some said it was the name of the owner of the treasure, and 
others argued that it might be a tabsman wluch hod been written for 
the security of the treasure , and as the words of the PillaTS of the State on 
the subject waxed long, Dibishllm said that until this should be read, the 
doubt would not be removed, and that as no one of those present was 
acquainted with the rules of the character, they should hasten in search of 
some one by whom the object might be effected At last they heard of a 
sage who hod perfect skill m dcoyphermg and wntmg strange characters, and 
by the imponal command they in a short tunc brought him to the foot of the 
BUhlrme throne Dibishh'm after shewing him due respect, said, ' 0 sage ' 
the cause of troubling you is this, that you should cxplam in clear language 
the purport of this wntmg, and unfold truly and exactly, the circmnstancos 
of these hues 

KEHISTICH 

From thia it may be I may hare my wish ' 

The sage took the wntmg, and brought the words letter by letter under the 
survey of mquiry After a long reflection, he said, ‘ This wntmg contams a 
variety of beneficial thmgs, and this, and no other, is, m very truth, the wntten 
treasure The purpoit is, m brief, that — ‘ I, Hmg Hushang,' have deposited 
treasure for a great kmg and a mighty monarch, whom they call Dabishllm, 
and by means of divine revelation I have learned that this treasure will fall 
to hiB lot, and I have placed this testament amongst the gold and jewels, in 
order that when he removes this treasure and reads this will, he may he on 
hiB guard, smee to be infatuated with gold and silver is not the part of wise 
men, because these are hut borrowed stuff which every day may be handled 
by a new person and will prove faithful to none 

VUESE, 

Who would wi6h for this world’s nchos, a ram and floohng shew ? 

To whom have they proved faithful, that to me they should be so’ 

These bones the marrow of true feith oad ahnhng virtue lock , 

The odour of fidelity comes not from this vam mbbish-sack 

But this testament is a manual of practice, which cannot be put aside by 


' Second kmg of the Fiihdbdyan, or first dynasty of Femia 
For hu history see D'Herbelot i v Husebaok 


(The word signifies ‘ sage ’) 
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Innyij wherefore th&t prudent monsrch will find fortune bis Mend, who 
acts ih accordance with these precepts, believing that every prince that 
exists, who does not choose to rely on these fourteen rales that I set forth, 
will find the foundation of his fortunes disturbed, and the basiB of his empire 
insecure. 

The first precept is, that with reference to any one of his attendants to whom 
the king may give exaltation m his immediate presence, he should not 
honour with acceptance the words of another, with a view to his over- 
throwal , for whoever is admitted to mtimacy with a king, a number of 
persons wiU assuredly feel envy of him, and when they see the foundations 
of the king's favour firm with respect to hun, by clever stratagems they will 
stnve to rum and subvert him, and pretendmg loyalty and good advice, will 
speak cunning and deceitful words, until the king’s mind may become 
changed towards hun, and m this state of affairs their desire may be 
accomphshed 

COUPLET 

Listen not to all men’s speeches, hut to mine giro heed , 

Base men for theu purpose specious reasons never need 

Precept tbe second, to wit — Let the pnnee not admit the sycophant and 
calmmuator uito his assembly, for they are mischievous and contentious and 
their end is very disastrous , moreover, when the king observes, this nualitym 
any one, let him, with all speed, quench the fire of lus calumny with the 
Bcymitar of punislimcnt, that the smoke ol it may not doiken the world’s surface 

oouriET 

To quench the spark is thy solo course to end 
A flame which would o’er heaven and earth extend 

Precept the thud, to wit — He should observe to all his nobles and Pillars of 
hiB state, the way of cordiality and kmdncss , for all affairs are set m move- 
ment by the alliance of unanimous Mends, and by the aid of comrades of 
one accord 

HEMISTICH 

By unison the world may he acqmrod 

Precept the fourth, to wit — Through the kmd bearing of on enemy and his 
flattery, let bnn not bo elated , and although he fawn and humble himself, 
let him not turn from cautiou to confidenoe, since true Mendship will m no 
wise spring from en enemy 

TEnsK 

Shrink Mm a smiling enemy As you’d keep fire from fuel dry 

Should he in open battle foil. By fraud he’ll struggle to prevail 

Precept the fifth, to wit — When the jewel of his wish has come into hia 
grasp, let him not incline to sloth in preserving it, nor rum it by negleoti 
since another expedient may be impracticable, and however much he may 
repent, regret will be unavailing, 
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liMjlt from the stnng no shait rotume agua , Bite thy back-haud ‘ legretful — ' tie m vain 
Precept the sixth, to wit — Let him not shew levity and precipitation in 
business, but let him affect circumspection and deliberation, for the harm of 
too much haste is great, and the advantage of patience and steadineSB 
IS inuncnsc 

niSTICHS 

Do thou piecipitito in no affair, 

Nor turn thy roina from thoughtfulness and care 
What IS not done, thou maj’st with quicknosa do. 

But when 'tis done 'tie then in vain to rue 

Precept the seventh, to wit — Let him on no account suffer the reins of 
deliberation to slip from his hand If a body of enemies attack him in 
confederation, and he sees an advantage in this, viz , in endeavouring to 
win over one of them, supposing that escape from the rest is likely to ensue 
from such a course, let him at once take steps to effect this object, and m 
accordance with 'JFar u wile,’ let him hew down the basis of their intngucs 
with the axe of stratagem, smoe the wise have said, 

COUPLET 

From the snare of fhy foe's guUo, thou rosyst scape by wiles, I ween , 

'Tit truly mid that hem things are best answered with the keen 

Precept the eighth, to wit — Let him beware of the rancorous and enviouH, 
and not be deceived by their flattenng words , smoe when the plant of envy 
has been rooted m the ground of the breast, no fiiut from it can be expected 
but mischief and mjury 

VEUBE 

Whin envious passions to the breast belong. 

The heart is set on injury and wrong 
The envious, being present, thee cajole, 

But, absent, imschief only fills their soul 

Precept the ninth, to wit — ^Let him make clemency his under and outer 
garment, and not for a slight fault bring his attendants mto the place of 
exposure to mvectivc and rebuke, for the great have always washed out, with 
the water of forgiveness and clemency, the stain of misdeeds from the records 
of the actions of the lowly, and have absolvingly covered their disrespect and 
boldness with the shirt of mdulgence 

COUPLET 

From Adam's tunc to thme, 0 king ' 'tis still the same , 

The great extend forgiveness, and the lowly are te blame 

And when some of his attendants have acted cnnmiBlly and disloyally, and 


I trust I may he pardoned this compound for ' bock of the hand ' 
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have been bolpen by the forgirenesa a£ the kmg, let hiTn again irrigate ibem 
with the water of his faroursj that they may not wander bewildeiGd and 
distressed m the wilderness of dejection 

OaUTLST 

Those who, hy thee upraised, have favour found, 

Enconiage, nor dash sudden to the ground. 

Precept the tenth, to wit — Let him not employ himself m mjuriiig any one, 
that m the way of retribution, according to ‘And the retalMUon of evil 
ought to he an evil proportionate thereto' ‘ evil may not result to him, but let 
bim shower down on the heads of men the ram of kmd deeds, that m the 
garden of ‘ If ye do well, ye will do well to yowr own ioule'‘ the flowers of his 
wish may bear fruit 

STANZA 

If thou dost good, to thee too, good thoy'U do , 

If ill, they will ropay thoc, and worse too 
Art thou of good and ill now ignorant P 
There comes a day that they'll supply this want 

Precept the eleventh, to wit — Lot bim not mdulge on inclination for a thing 
which 18 not m accordance with his condition nor suited to his state, for muny 
a person, having left his own busmess, has attempted something which did 
not befit him, and having failed m effccLmg hia purpose, has been deprived of 
hiB own employment also * 

COUPLET 

A erow the mountain-partridgo-gait m vam 
AA'euld try, hut failed, nor could its own regain 

Precept the twelfth, to wit — Lot him adorn lus position with the ornaments 
of mildness and constancy, for the heart of the mild is lovely and the 
profound saying, ‘ The meek man is all but a prophet,' is a true trEidition 

COUPLET 

Mildness than steel a greater sharpness boasts, 

Yea, 'tis more conquering thou a hundred hosts 

Precopt the thirteenth, to wit — ^Having acquired faithful and trustworthy 
servants, let him avoid sycophants and perfidious men , for when the sweepers 

' Hu’rhn, FI, ch ilii 38, Mar, 39, Sale, p 360, 1 47 ‘WhateTer thi^ ore 
mven you, they are the provision of this present life , but the reword, which is with (rod, is 
better and more durable for those who believe and put their trust in their Lord , and who 
avoid heinous and filthy crimes, and when they arc angry, forgive, and who hearken unto 
their Lord and are constant at prayer , and whose affairs ore directed hy consultation among 
themselves, and who give alms out of what we have bestowed on them , and who, when an 
injury is done them, avenge themselves (and the retohation of an evil ought to be an evil 
proportionate thereto) but ho who forgiveth and is reconciled unto his enemy, shall 
receive his reward firom Ood, for he loVethnotthe unjust doers" Maracei has omitted 
the aeeond ahaanatum 

• Km* 6n, Oh ivu 7 , Sale, p 210, 1 11 ‘ If ye do woU, ye will do well to 

your own souls , and if ye do evil ye will do it unto the same ’ 
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of the court of empire are endued with tie quality of fidelity, both the 
aecreta of the state remamed concealed, and men hve m safety from any 
wrong on thrar part , and if, which God foifend ' the face of then condition 
be blackened with the mole of perfidy, and their words be dignified with 
confidence by the kmg, it may chance that they may oast the innocent into 
the place of destruction, and that bad results may ensue thereupon, both for 
timo and ctermty 

YEKSB 

Faithful ehauld be the servant of the king, 

That in the realm fresh glonca may npBpnng 
But if to perfidy he turn aside, 

What woes, through him, that hapless state hctide' 

Precept the fourteenth, to wit — He must not permit the dust of dejection 
from lU-fortimo and the vicissitudca of life, to settle on the garment of his 
spmt, because the wise man is ever involved in the bonds of calamity, while 
the careless man passes his life in dcLghts and case 

VEBSE 

The oham is on tho lion’s nock, while tho jatkal, all night long, 

With thoughtless freedom ranges the ruined wastes > among 
Tho wise man feaia to venture forth from the lowly coll of care, 

I'ho cureless wantons, unrostraincd, m the garden and parterre 

And let him l^w assuredly, that without the display of Eternal grace, and 
the bounty which is exposed to no decay, tho shaft of happmess cannot strike 
tho target of Ins wish, and no excellence nor skill, however great, can 
accomplish anything without the aid of tho Divine decree and omnipotent 
power 

coorLET 

Greatness comes not from sciencs or from skill, 

But from the mandates of the Eternal wiU 

And to each of these fourteen precepts which have been mentioned, there is 
a certam tale attached, and a story which con be relied upon , and if the 
king desire to obtain information regarding the detail of these stones and 
tales, he must direct his steps to that mountain m Sarindfp,* which was the 
alighting-place of tho Father of Mankmd, for his difficulty wiU be there solved, 
and all his wish wiU present itself to him in that garden of desires, ‘ And 
God ts the aider to the aceiuvrement of the wish and of wuhed-for oijeets ’ ” 
When the sage had offered to tho royal ear this genume statement, 
and had presented to the loftiness of the King’s spmt, this casket of jewels, in 


■ One MS, Diplains on the murmn atldl os makdn-i klvdb, and damn u largin , but 
another, and a better one, reads afn^ior atldl 

^ Oeylon, where is the mountain called Adam’s Peak, nn which ho is said to have fallen 
when eipeUed from Faraduo 
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wMoh weie ^closed tlifi pearls of spuitaal meoiung , SabishUm lumooiably 
saluted bun, and 'with the utmost reTereuce, kissed the scroll and placed it, 
as aa amulet, on his prmeely arm, and said, ' The treasure of which they 
told me, IB a treasure of secrets, not a purse of dirhams and dlndrs '■ It is a 
store of wisdom, not of gems and pearls Praise be to Ood ' I have such an 
amount of worldly goods that I have no need of thiB superfluity, and 
through loftmcsB of spmt, I regard this small finding as unfound. It is 
fitting that in gratitude for this book of advice, which ohme may be looked 
upon os a real treasure, they should distnbute this hoard, by way of alms, 
among the deserving, that the ofleimg of this good action may accrue to the 
victonouB spirit of Kmg Hushang , and we too, in accordance with the 
sB}rLng, ‘ Se loho points to a good action u liks him that does it’ may shore m 
the hlessmg of the reward ’ The ministers of his majesty the Kmg, by the 
royal direction, bestowed the whole of that hoard of coins and gems, in the 
way of the divine approval, on the deserving 

CODFLET 

Money was given for deeds of chanty, Lo ' now how money chimes with almonry ' * 
And when he had discharged this duty, the kmg turned towards the capital, 
and adorned the cushion of empire with the impenal dignity, and passed tho 
hvelong night in pondering on a journey to Sarandip, that his desire might 
he aocomphshed and his wish attamed, and that having acqfaircd perfect 
knowledge of the several precepts, be might make them the prop of his 
government and the piUar of his empire and rule The next day, when the 
bnght sun like a pomegranate-coloured ruby, showed its face from the comer 
of the mountain of Sarandip, and the diamoud-hued heaven showered down 
sparks of brightest ruby on the earth, 

COUPIET 

The sun poured down Ins rays of golden hue, 

Tho stars those pearly lamps of night withdrew,’ 

Ddbishlfrn commanded, so that they made present at the foot of the high 
throne, two persons from among the confidcnbol servants of his majesty, who 
for smeonty of counsel were referred to as advisers, and for excellence of 
advice and aid in explanation* were the pivot [of the royal affairs], and after 
distmguishmg them by the unpenal favour, the Kmg disclosed to them the 
circumstances of his midnight meditation, and said, ‘ The desire of journeying 

' A dirham is from tho twentieth to tho twenty-fifth part of a dinhr, as standards vary, and 
thia latter is equal to a ducat or sequin, (ssceAiw) about nine shillings 

’In the ongmal, (Aram, the name of a com, rhymes with karam, ‘ hberality ’ I have 
inado a feeble ^ort to preserve the play upon words ‘ Almonry,' I use, of course, as the 
place where ‘ alms ’ ars i^nbated 

’ By a typogrsphical error in the printed edition, kam shod is written for yum shttd 

* In one MB opposite mwBdzarat is written on the margm, ydrl ifrtdannM kaahf-u'l- 
lagtuU 
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to 6Br4nd{p has fixed itself m my Ttiind, and tlie piupose of proceeding and 
setting forward m that direction has snatched the reins of choice from the 
graap of power What do you think advisable in this matter, and how do 
yon regard the expediency of this step ^ And for a long tune I have 
unloosed the knot of my diffloultieB with the finger of your counsel, and have 
hosed on your opinion of happy tendency, the foundation of the afiaiTB of my 
government and my fortunes To day^ also, bring to the plaoe of represen- 
tation whatever may he the scope of your prudent thoughts, and that 
which your penetrating judgment approves, in order that I also may fry 
it in its various bearings, and make that plan, which obtams the writing of 
unanimity, the principle ' of action ’ 

OOirPLET 

On due ddibcratian bass each deed, For unraatuied no plan can e’er succeed 

The vorirs said, 'It is not fitting to answer this question impromptu, and 
m the purposes of kings and their affairs, duo deliberation is required, smoc 
an unconsidered word is like gold unweighed 

HEMISTICH 

First weigh thy words, and then prepare to speai 
We Will deliberate on this matter to-day and to-mght, and will apply the com 
of each cogitation to the touchstone of trial, and that which among our 
thoughts tun;^ out to be full weight, wc will to-morrow have the honour to 
represent ’ Babishlim consented to this The next day at early dawn they 
presented themselves before his Majesty the King, and each having stationed 
himself in the place that belonged to him, they opened the ear of sense 
to hearken to the command of the King, and after permission to speak, the 
superior vozlr, having come forward and knelt respectfully, performed the duo 
bloBsmga and eulogies, and said as follows, 

COUPLET 

'World-taker' world-bestowor ' Thou lo wbom la given 
Eternal empire, by the nntbanging wiU of Heaven ' 

It has thus entered the mind of thy slave, that although but httlo 
advantage is to be calculated upon from this journey, nevertheless, much 
labour must be undergone, and being entirely excluded from pleasure and 
ease, and repose and dehght, the heart must be placed on tod and abstinence , 
and it IS not concealed from the luminous and world-conquenng mind of the 
Sung, that according to ‘The spark of travel a fragment of hell,' journeying 
IB a breast-consmnmg fiame and a heart-rending arrow, and according to the 
saying, ‘ Expatnatwn %s the greatest of calamtt%ee' the leaving one’s country 
IB a liver-piercing dart, men of experience have come to the conclusion that 


* The wold aeUtH-hib, a common enough form, is omitted m the Dictionary 
® In the prmtod odition, mi-u' s-saJp-, is written by a mistake for fnin-tis-sttkr. 
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fhey ^oold not step beyond the comer of their bouse, and the drops of tears 
mo therefore trampled on because they could not repose in idle nook of 
their o'wn dwelling 

oouriiBT 

In b^vel, toil and contumolj and deep abasement meet, 

If happiness and joy exist, at home they are most sweet 

It behoves a wise man not to exchange ease for toil, nor to give, £rom the 
pahu of his hand, the ready-money of enjoyment for the goods of contmgency ; 
nor, from choice, select the misery of travel m preference to the digmty of 
repose,* that that may not befol bun which befel that Pigeon ’ The King 
asked, How was that ^ 


STOEY I 

The vazlr said, ‘ I have heard that two Pigeons consorted together m one 
nest, and dwelt in amity with one another in one abode, neither were their 
minds disturbed by rivals nor their hearts pangod by misfortune They 
contented themselves with water and gram, and hke solitanly dwcUmg 
hermits, consigned themselves to reUance on the Divine will One was 
named Bazmdah, * and the other Nawazmdoh And both of them, evening 
and mormng, were wont to smg, m unison, harmonious strains, and at all 
times, with soul-enlivening melodies, to utter various coomgs 

COUrLET 

In memory of that idol's fare, our solitude we prize, 

That loTe hoe treed us ttom the world, and snapped all other ties 

Fortune was envious of the agreement of those sympathising friends, and the 
malevolent eyes of time threw their baleful influence on those two happy 
companions 

OOUPLEr 

This srems the task hy which Fate's occupied, 

To sever love, and fnenda from friends divide 

Tho desire of travel developed itself m Bazmduh, and ho said to his friend, 

' How long shall we contmiic m one nest and spend our tune m one abode ^ 
I feel a deaue of wandenng through different parts of the world for two or 
three days, and putting m practice the high command, ‘ Say, go through the 


* lls tho text stands m the lithographed and prmted editions, it seems to me, no sense 
can he elicited from it The vaztr is argumg against travel , he could not therefore say, 
that it behoved a wise man, 'tzs-i akdmat-rd bar suU-i j/harbat nagmiiuul, ‘not to choose the 

a of repose, m ptoferenco to the degradation of travel ’ The right reading, that of 
SS , IS, clearly, adl-i ghurbat-rd tar 'va-i akdmat The prmted edition has here, in 
four different places, koihah for gothah 

^ Bdtuniah, ‘ playfriL' said in the dictionsty to be ‘ a kmd of pigeon ! ’ Nmodandak, m 
the diehonsiy, nawdamdah, ' curessiiig ' 
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eartH ' smoe in travel many marvelloua thmgs are Been and many experiences 
Ore gained, and the venerable have said, ‘ IVav$l u the means of trtimph ’ 
Until the Bcyimtar comcB forth from the scabbard on the battle-field of the 
brave, honor is not gamed, and nntil the pen moves m the path of 
perambulation from its pomt,^ the paintmg of beautifol styles is not 
manifested on the page of existence The sky which is ever journeying, is 
the highest of all things , and the earth which is over quiescent, is trampled 
down and kicked by all bcmga both high and low 

VEBSE 

View the earth's sphere and the revolving ekioa , 

This sinks by rest, and those by motion nse 
Travel man’s tutor is, and glory's gate, 

On travel treasure and matniction wait. 

From place to place had trees the power to move, 

Nor saw nor axe would wrong the stately grove ' 

NawAinndah said, ‘0 my heart's fhond' thou hast not undergone the toils of 
travel, nor experienced the hardship of absence from friends, nor has the 
maxim, ‘ Travel is travail,’ reached thy soul’s ear, nor has the stormy blast, 

* Parting IS burning, ' blown on the garden of thy heart Travel is a tree 
which hnngs forth no fruit but that of separation, and absence is a cloud 
which lets fall no drops but the ram of disgrace 

COUPLET 

Poor and friendless sits the wanderer alone at evening prayer, 

Hu resting-place the road-side, his heart broken with despair ' 

B&zmdah said, ‘ Although the trouble of travel is woarmg to the mind, still 
it cnlivenB by visiting new countries and seemg the wonders of the world , 
and, moreover, when the disposition hna become accustomed to the 
inconvomences of the journey, it is no longer harassed by them, and the 
toil of the road ceases to make the same impression on the spirits, m 
consequence of the interest taken m the wonders of the strange country 

COUPLET 

What matter though m travel’s path the thorn of trouble grows, 

Since from this thorn we gather, every moment, pleasure’s rose ’ 

hfawazindah said, ‘ 0 beloved friend ’ the recreation of seemg various parts of 
the world and viewing the gardens of Iram, dehghts us if m the society of 
true companionB and mtimatc friends, and when one has been separated 
from the happmesB of seemg those with whom one is accustomed to be, it 


'hiongh the earth, and 

beiiola whftt tath been the end of those who acensed our prophets of imposture Say unto 
wbmnMi^eth whataoever is in heaven and m earth f Say, unto God He hath prescribed 


* I do not think the oz lor makes good geme 
Jingle with rolP, which precedes 


It is probably only inserted to make a 
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foUoWB' tihat one’s grief finds no solace from that amnsement, nor is one’s sarrow 
to any extent deviated by those spectacles , and I am of opinion, that the pain 
of separation from Mends and the gnef of parting from those we love, is 
the hardest of all pains and the most cruel of all gnefs 

COUPLET 

’Tib eure b Bhadawmg forth of hull from fricudB to eoparate , 

Forgive me, heaveo ' for my error — hell is but its entrance-gate 

Now that, Praise be to God Most High • we have a comer and snpply of food, 
draw the foot of freedom from care under the garment of welfare, and yield 
not the collar of sense to the grasp of lust 

COUPLET 

Seize thou contentment’s shut, and be at rest , 

For travel'a atone holds trouble ^ in ita vest' 

Pizindah said, ' 0 friend and consort * speak not another word of parhng 
and separation, for sympathising friends are not wanting ru the world, and 
ho who parts from hia friend, suffers no gnef when he has met with 
another If here I fail to encounter my friend, I shall in a short time bnng 
myself mto the society of a new soother of the heart, and thyself hast hoard 
this saying which they have uttered, 

COUPLET 

Fix not thy heart on any place, nor yet on comradea any, 

For land and sea are wide enough, and mankind, too, arc many 

I expect that after this, thou will not rehearse to me the volume of the toils 
of travel, for the flame of the labour of travel makes a man npe,“ and no 
person of raw mind and reared m repose, can put to its speed the horse of 
expectation m the plain of hope 

HEU18TICH 

Much travel’a ncedM ero the raw turns npc ' 

Nnwizindah said, 'Dear friend, at this time that thou removest thy heart 
from the society of thy friends, thou hast severed the string of ancient amity 
Thou mayest unite with new comrades, and the precept of the wise man, 
that 

COUPLET 

‘Do not on old and well-tned friend forego For new alhes, for this may end in woe ’* 

thou mayst transgress What impression then will my word have on 
thee ^ Nevertheless, 

' Lit , ‘ It ansos that what amount of lehef does hia gnef receive horn that amusement ' 

* Tnmblel, or ht ‘revolutions, viciasitudes ’ 

‘ In Persian, ptd^tah means ‘ cooked,' and also ‘ shrewd ,' in vulgar language ‘ wide- 
awake ' The pun cBimot be preserved in English 

^ Some MSS read Mthand, which would refer to the ' new friends,’ who conld be said to 
be ‘not good.' 
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OOtTPLET. 

He nhaTl hi« foemen'e fondest wub fiilfll, Wbo to veU-wishing friends bends not bis will ' 
Having here out short their dialogue, they took leave of each other, and 
B&zmdoh teanng his heart from the society of hia companion, issued forth 
on the wmg 

HXUISTIOR 

Like prisoned bird, fortb from bis csgo be flow 
With real curiosity and perfect gratification he traversed the expanse of air, 
and passed over lofty mountains and Eden-like gardens All of a sudden at 
the skirt of a mountain — which boasted equality with the elevation of the 
highest heaven, and from greatness regarded the whole terrestnal globe as a 
mere hillock beneath its foot, — ^he saw a meadow Its emerald surface was 
more heart-expanding than the garden of heaven, and the northern' breeze, as 
it passed over loaded with peifrune, was more fr’ogrant than a bog of 
Tdtinon musk 

VEBSS 

There countless roses their pavilions kept,^ 

The grass moved wakeful, while the waters slept 
The roses, painted with a thousand hues, 

Their heavenly fragrance cock a league diifiise 

B^zindah was pleased with that delightful spot and heart-expanding tract, 
and as day was closing, he m that very place unloosed the baggage of travel 
As yet he had not rested from the toils of the way, nor breathed a moment 
m ease and comfort, when suddenly, the swift-steppmg carpet-spreader, the 
wind, raised up the canopy of the clouds m the court of the air, and mode 
the tranquil earth a pattern of the tumult of the Besuirection, through the 
uproar of the heart-temfying thunder, and the dread of the bosom-rending 
hghtning The fire of the thunderbolts on one side consumed the heart of 
the spotted tulips, and on the other, the shaft of the hail nailed the eye of 
the wakeful narcissus to the target of the earth 

COUPIET 

In pieces was the mountain's breast by the lig-htning^s arrows riven, 

And oorth to its foundations shook at the thundering voice of Heaven 

In such a time as this Bazmdah had no shelter to securo him from the arrows 
of the thunder-cloud, nor comer where he could rest m safety from the violence 
of the intensely cold wmd At one moment he hid hunself under a branch 
and at another time he sought to shield himself m the leaves of the trees, 
and every moment the affliction of the hail and ram increased, and every 
mstsnt the terrors of the thunderbolts and the lightning waxed greater 


‘ The Hicbonary renders maim-i ihundl ‘Boreas,’ but hors it evidently means ‘a cool 
breeze,' a zephyr probably as coming from the cold northern hills 

‘ Freely rendered, metn cansS Lit , ' Hundreds of thousands of roses blossomed in it ' 
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uuupisr, 

ITi^ht, gloomy m^ht — heavni’a awful roice — a tempeat-Bhower ao fiene aa th**, 

Wliat care the gay m benquet-halla P our perila do not nun their bluiS. 

In brief, witib a thousand Bufforings he passed the night until day, and having 
no remedy, he endured that iU-tuned calamity, and evciy moment his thoughts 
recurred to the quiet oomer of his nest, and the society of his prudent friend, 
and he heaved a cold sigh of regret and pain from his indamed heart. 

STANZi. 

Had I but known from thee to aover, 

Would londle gnefa nought can allay, 

I would hare ported from thee never, 

Nor left thy side a amgle day 

But when the vanguard of approaching day had mode an impression, that 
mstant the wntmg of the gloom of the thundcr-cloud was obhterated from 
the page of time, and by the warmth of the world-irradiatmg sun, the 
expanse of the earth, and the Buifaco of the world, received bnghtross 

OOUTLET 

From ths caat outdrew tbe eim hia g^olden poniard bright, 

And through eartli’e peopled quarters spread a Hood of ytllow lig'ht 

B^zindah ogam rose on the wing, hesitating whether he should return to his 
home, or, whether since he had formed the resolution, he should upon the whole 
wander for two or three days through the regions of the world In the mean- 
time, a swift-winged, hord-taloned royal white falcon, which descends to the 
earth on the head of its quarry swifter than the rays of the sun, and when 
Boarmg on high roaches heaven qiucher than the sight , 

U,^f^eaT^’s 

.-^cw BOoitf’^inore wRftlyTha^hJ^ery^ntijiih 
maikod out Bazindah When the poor Tigeon beheld the pitdess falcon, 
its heart began to flutter, and all strength and power of motion which 
existed m its limbs and members inclined to the regions of non-existence 

COCFLET 

When on the dove the rapid fulcon stoops The helpless quariy imresistmg droops 
When B4zmdah saw himself again entangled in calamity, he remcmbeiod 
the advice of his faithful friend, and clearly understood the crudeness of his 
own project, and the unreasonableness of his thoughts. 

HEMISTICH 

Offeimgs he rowed and many a promise made, 


^ Aiah-mahin ' fiery,' seems a strange epithet for the wind, unless it should he taken as 
refemng to the SamUm I confess 1 cannot see its applicability The wind might indeed be 
eomj^ed to fire in its rapidity, and the epithet may here be introduced to coirespond to 
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that if he should escape from that dangerous place m safety, and emerge from 
that terrible position into tranquillity, he would not allow his mind to enter- 
tain another thought of travel, and he would regard as an invaluable prize the 
aooiety of hia cordial ihend, which now seemed to him as impossiblB to 
roalizo, as the pluloaopheT’s stone,* and for the remainder of his life would 
not so much as pronounce with his tongue, the name of travel 

COUPLET 

If T once more obtain my hold on the skirt of meeting thee, 

While my life remains none from my grasp thyself shall ever free 

Sy the blessmg of that excellence of mtenbon, which includes an increase 
of security, an opening of the door [of release^ was obtamod In the 
very moment that the claw of the falcon was about bringing him into 
the grasp of possession, from another quarter a hungry eagle — fiom the mjury 
of whose talons the sign Aquila was not safe in the nest of the sky, and who, 
when hungry, earned off from the meadow of heaven, the signs Aries and 
Capncom, 

COUPLET 

Ancs itself through fear of him would graro not ou the sky , 

Save that Dahrkm,’ tlio blooil-dnnkeT, each day stood watcliful by, 

— ^had mounted on the wing in search of food When it beheld the state of the 
falcon and Pigeon, it said to itself, ‘Although this Pigeon is but a small 
mouthful, and a trifling morsel, nevertheless, upon the whole, one may break 
one’s fast upon it, and somewhat allay one’s impatient appetite ’ It made an 
effort to carry off the Pigeon before the falcon Although the animal vigour 
which 18 implanted in the nature of the falcon cannot be placed m the balance 
with that of the eagle, still, the former did not weigh its approach, but 
engaged with it in the place of strife and contest, having taken its seat in 
the balanoe with it 

COUPLET 

The feathered nrols then to strive began, The quarry, dodging, from between them ran ® 

The two were occupied in fightmg with one another, and Sizindah eagerly 
catching at the opportumty, threw himself under a stone and made room for 
himself m a hole mto which it would have been impossible for a sparrow to 
enter, though it had been at pams to tty, and therefore passed another night 
distressfully When in the mormng the white-pinioned dove of the dawn 
began to fly from the nest of heaven, and the dork-coloured raven of night 
begun, like the ’Ank&, to he hid from sight,* and when 


■ Lit., ‘ Which — ^hke the philosopher’s stone — seemed to admit of being pomted out only in 
the sphere of non-existence ’ 

* The planet Mol^ 

’ Lit , ' He, hy a hundred tneks, escaped from between them,’ 

* The fahulous 'Anka, ss not existing, is said to be hid from sight 
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OOCPLBT 

Th« p«ooA-mui wifli ^lonoM augury, Walked proudly m the garden of the ^ 
B^zisdali, though from hunger he had not power to began by some means 
or other to flutter and move his wings Fearfiil and afflighted, he looked to 
left and right, and observed the utmost caution before and behind. On a 
sudden he beheld a pigeon, with a little gram scattered m front of it, and 
a thousand other devices and stratagems of the same Vind employed With 
Bazmdah the host of appetite prevailed over the region of the body , when he 
beheld hiB own species, without reflection he went forward, and the gram 
had not yet reached his craw when his foot was entangled m calamity 

^ COOPLUT 

Satan's the not, tho world the gram, our lusts the entiecments ore, 

Our hearts the fowl which greediness soon lures withm the snore 
Bazmdah began to reproach that pigeon, aaymg, ‘ 0 brother ' we are of tho 
same species, and this accident has befallen me by reason of my homoge- 
neousness with thoo Wherefore didst thou not acquaint me with these 
circiunatanceB, nor fulfil the duties of courtesy and hospitality m order that 
I might have practised caution, and not thus fallen mto the snare * ’ The 
pigeon replied, ‘ Leave off these words, for caution is imavadmg ngamst 
destiny, nor is it of any use to struggle agomst fate 

cottPi.Fr 

When from fate's string its arrow onco has hied, 

Expedient's shield con ne'er it turn aside ’ 

Bdzmdoh said, ‘ Art thou at all able to pomt out to me the way of escape 
from this calamitous strait ^ and then thou wouldst cast on my nock, till 
the day of lesurrection, the cham of obligation ’ The pigeon replied, ‘ 0 
simple of heart ' had I known a stratagem for cscapmg, I would have 
hberated myself from the snare, nor would I have become m the manner 
thou hast seen, the cruel cause ' of the capture of birds , and thy state is 
exactly like that of the young camel, which after going a long way, grew tired 
and said, with lamentation and entreaty, to its mother, '0 imkmd , stop just 
BO long that I may recover myself and rest a moment from my wearmess ’ 
The mother replied, ' 0 thou without sight ' dost thou not see that the end of 
the nose-strmg is m the hand of another Had I, m brief, the power to 
choose, I would release my back from the load and thy foot from the journey ’ 

DISTIOHB 

The camers young ono thus its dam addressed — 

'After this maroh at least a moment’s rest’ 

She answered, — ‘Wore the nose-stmig given to me, 

None should me in this Sle thus loaded see ’ 


* IfdflNnaf ddr, the word lU the printed end lithographed editions, u not in the Diotiomuy 
One HB. reads nuajtutuih ddiri, and expUim it by ^uidri. I most cimfese I would rather 
read ousIimaA kdr, did the monnscrlpta allow it 

p 
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Wben B4zindali was thus rendered desperate, he began to tremble, and with his 
utmost efforts endeavourod to fly As the siring of his impulse was strong, the 
cord of the net, which in the lapse of time had become worn, was broken, 
and h&zmdah finding his throat clear of the throttle of the net, flew pleaaed 
away, and turned his face m the direction of his native place Prom joy 
at having obtained a hght dehvery from that weighty bond, his heart forgot 
the pangs of hungar, and m the midst of his flight, he amved at a deserted 
village, and rested on the comer of a wall which was near a fl.eld of com. A 
village boy who was watching the field, m his customary boat, passed near 
that deserted place When his eye fell on the pigeon, the burning desire of 
roast meat emitted its smoko from his heart From the palm of his hand ‘ 
he slipped a shell into his how and drew np the string ’ Bazindah was 
not on the alert agamst that tnck, and was turning towards the field and 
the open space and meadow, when suddenly, from the juggling of the 
deoeitfiil heavens, the impression of the blow of that shell reached the 
feathers of that discomfited one From excess of fear and terror, he fell 
head downwards to the bottom of a well which was at the foot of that same 
wall, which wM a well such that, from its exceeding depth, the circle of 
the heavens appeared hke a wheel at the top, and had they woven together the 
black and white thread of day and night, it would not have reached its bottom 

BtAMZA 

No well was that — a tavern ao profound, 

It reached the seventh climate's farthest bound 

If heaven* should try its utmost depths to know, 

'Twould fail, and must its measuTement forego ‘ 

When the young rustic saw that what he wished for was at the bottom of 
the well, and that the cord of counsel was too short to reach there, he went 
away disappointed, and loft that half-killed one m his painful unpnsonment 
In short, Bazindah, for another night and day, passed his tune with broken 
hesit and ruffled feathers, at the bottom of the well, and m despairing accents 
according with his state,' his thoughts recurrmg to N'awizmdsh, he made 
mention of his tieelinga, of his hapless and outcast condition, and described his 
weakness and helplessness, and said, 


‘ £ul-dast in the Bictionory is said to mean ‘ bock of the hand,' a sense here clearly 
impossible 


1 I’aiieiut I suppose the weapon m which the shell was placed to hsTo been a cross-bow 
Jiuuuutan would then mean, ‘ to draw the string up, and place it in the notch ready for dis- 
charging the bow ' 

' One MS reads Ihwa^, which is perhaps better than/nhii 
' Lit., ‘ Wnnld not go ronnd the msaeurement ' 


‘ Mi IS said m the Diationary to be ‘ language eipreseed by one's condlfion, in 

eontn/-dutinotiiHi to Isngnogu of the tongue ’ I hamy know whether the woi^ can hear 
this meaniiig It la evnleint that Bkzindah actually nttoced words, and ibd not metdy 
gesticalste his grief 
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om 

0 I recall the tunc when near thjr dwelling was mjr stay , ‘ 

Would now my eyes were brightened by the dust of thy doorway ' 

My heart’s wish was that I, my friend ' from thee, should never part 
What can I do ? my toil is vain, and vamly throbs my heart 

Bizindah, the next day, by trying every way possible and all the deviccB he 
knew, brought himself to the top of the well, and woeping and bemoaning 
himself, at the mid-hour between sunrise and noon,“ arrived near his own 
nest Ifawtzindah heard the sound of the wings of her friend, and flying 
forth to meet him from the nest, said, 

OOIIPIKT 

’Tie I whose eyes orpand, my fnend to find. 

How shall I thank thee — thou so true and kind ' ’ 

And when she had embraced Edzindah, she found him excessively weAk and 
thm She said, ' 0 beloved friend ! where hast thou been ^ and what is the 
state of thy circmnstances ’ ’ Bazindah said, 

cooeixT 

‘Ask me not what woes of love, what pangs hn\c been my lot. 

All the gnefii that porting bmgs. I’ve tasted — ask mo not 

As for the toil and travail and affliction, which have passed over mo, 

COOPIET 

I need the quiet night-time and the pleasant moon aa well. 

That to thee I may the story of all my sorrows tell 

The sum of the matter is this, that I had heard that in travel, much 
experience is obtained , at length I have gamed thus much expeneni e, that 
BO long as I hve I will not make another journey, and, until I am competed, 
I wiU not go forth from the comer of my nest, and by my own choice I will 
not exchange the happiness of beholding my friends for the pain of the 
struggles of exile 

COUPLET 

For travel's conflict I’ll not lust again. In sight of friends perpetual pleasures reign ’ 
And I have introduced this apologue that his majesty, the ruler of the world, 
may not exchange the dignity of a settled abode for the degradation of 
travel, and not voluntarily choose separation from friends and country, 
which has no other fruit but wretched bewailmg and tearful eyes ” 

COUPLET 

When thoughts of friends and country fill my soul, 

Tears from my eyes m moltuig torrents roll * 

‘ Sar-t signifies ' end of the street ’ 

> 1 have thought it better thue to translate oAdslttgdA, as bieakhst-timo may vary through 
the twelve boms. 

> Lit., ‘ Helpfhl and oheruhing ’ 

‘ Lit. ‘ My dwellings are bni^ful of thy tears ' 

p, 2 
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Dibishllm said, ‘ 0 wise vazir ' although the labour of travel is great, its 
advantages, too, aro beyond compatation When any one has iallen, m 
traveling, into the -whirlpool of hardship, he becomes unproved and polished, 
and eipenenoes are acquired by him, from which, throughout his hfe, he 
may derive advantage , and mdubitably complete advancement appears m 
travel, both external and internal Seeat thou not that the pawn by 
travehng sis stages, o-wing to the knowledge it thus acquires, obtains the rank 
of a queen, and the light-speeding moon by a journey of fourteen mghts, 
progresses from the place of a t hin crescent to the dignity of the full oib 

comm 

To Pharaoh's* state by travd mounts the low 
When would the moon, untravoled, fairer* growf 

And if a person subside into the comer of his wretchedness, and step not 
beyond his miserable home, he remains deprived of scemg the marvels 
of various countries, and devoid of the honour of waitmg on the great 
amongst mankind The falcon secures a place on the -wnst of kings, because 
it crouches not m its nest , and the owl, because it cannot turn its mch- 
nations from solitude, remains bebmd the wall of disgrace 

coirpLIiT 

Swonp like falcon forth, to distant regions fly 
Owl-hke how long will thou bebmd the rum ho ^ 

And one of the great sages inspired the whole body of his disciples -with the 
desire of travel, by this, 

aUATBAIN 

£ach one who travels pleases aye the more. 

All eyes approve him and all hearts adore,** 

How pure the waves that our embraces woo. 

Confine them and you make them fetid too ’ 

And if that hawkmg-falcon, which grew up -with the young of a kite, had 
remained in their nest, and had not wmged its flight through the air in 
travel, it would not have attained the honour of the notice of a kmg ' 
The vazfr besought, saying, ‘ How were the circumstances of that affair ^ ’ 

STOHY II 

Kin g Dabishltm said, " I have beard tell that once on a tune two hawks, 
swift of wmg, consorted together, and their nest was on the crest of a 
mountom, such that the celestial eagle could not, by the power of its -wmg, 
approach it, and the constellation Aquila, in spite of soaring so high, could 
not reaeh its vicmity 

* There is a very good equivoque in the Persian between * ChosTOss,’ snd 

fm ‘ when fair P In ordoi to preserve it I have change JGhosroes mio Fharaob, 

who serves equally well for the illustration 

^ Lit , * In the fullness of excellence he becomes the hght of eveiy eye,’ 

’ Lit , ‘ There is not a thing purer than water, if it abides in one place, it becomes fetid.’ 
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OorPLST, 

No mountain that> — ^whicK on earth'a Barfaoe lioa — 

A heaven ^ou'd call it, placed above the skiea 

And they paesed their time happily in that nest, and hved dehghted and 
content in beholding each other 

CODFLBT 

0 nightingale ' that with the rose doat ait, Thj atato la hliaaful, therefore tqIm it 
Alter a tune, God Most High vouchsafed them a young one By reason of 
the innate affection' which they felt at the sight of their son, both of them 
went in search of food, and brought viands of every description for their 
hearts’ treasure, and m a short time his strength began to increase One 
day, having left him alone — each had gone somewhither, and a delay toot 
place m their return, — the young hawk Mt the cravings of hunger He 
began to search [for food], and turning himself on every side, came to the 
edge of the nest Suddenly he fell thence, prone towards the bottom of the 
mountain It chanced that in that spot a kite had issued from its nest in 
quest of food, which it sought for its young, and as it sate, expectant, on the 
side of the mountain, its sight foil on that young hawk, which was descending 
from the top of the mountain to the bottom , it entered its imagmation that it 
was a mouse which had escaped from the talons of a kite 

HKuiencH 

Still,* la the jar — one thought — 1 view thy face 
Without reflection, it made haste, and before it could touch the ground, 
seized it m mid-air, and earned it to its own nest, and on carefully 
examining it, by the character of its claws and beak, perceived that it 
belonged to the kind of huntmg-birds, and through homogeneousness, pity 
sprang up m its heart, and it thought to itself ‘ The mercy of God is 
visible in this matter, and has made me the mstrument of its preservation , 
and had I not been present in that spot, and this young bird had fallen from 
the top of the mountain on the ground, undoubtedly all its limbs and 
members had been parted from one another, and its bones would have been 
pulverised by dashing against the stone of misfortune, and would have been 
scattered like dust on the wind of annihilation , and since the divine decree 
has BO required that I should be the means of its preservation, it is most 
right that it should participate in education with my sons, nay, that I should 
bnng it up os a son, and that it should be ranged m the senes of my other 
children ' Then the kite, through pity, undertook the rearing of the young 
hawk, and treated it in the very same way as that in which it behaved 


' Ono Mb reads thafkatl for akaghfi, and I am inclined te prefer it The Dictionary gives 
no snitablo meaning far the latter 

* The Uthogianhcd edition and MSB. read hamdn khtytil for the hymah khiydl of ths 
prmted edition ~ 



54 


ANTaB-I StTSAIli , OB, I&I LiaBIB OB OASOPUS, 


towards its own fonng, until rt grew up , and the original instincts which 
were umate m it, according to the saying ‘Mmkind are mtnea hie mim of 
fold and etlveTi’ began to develope and reveal themselves Although it 
imagined that it was one of the sons of that kite, yet it saw that its aspect 
and courage, and the terror it inspired, was different from theirs Often it 
wondered, saying, 'If I do not belong to them, why am I in this nest ? and 
if I am of this family, why am I opposed to them in form and qualities ? 

aUATBAIN 

I think not I to this dime hand belong Nor count myself excluded from the throng. 

Included and excluded thus ’ tie best, To lire contented and neglect the rest ’ 

One day the kite said to the hawk, ‘ 0 son, dear to my heart ’ I see that 
thou art very sad, and the cause of thy dejection is hid from me If thou 
hast any wish m thy heart, disclose it to me that I may occupy myself in 
obtaining it , and if any desire passes through thy nund, make it known 
unhesitatingly, that to the extent of my power I may exert myself in 
accomplishing it ’ The hawk replied, ' 1, too, find m myself a feehng of 
dejection, and 1 do not know the cause of it, and if 1 know it I cannot 
teU it 

CUUrLET 

Behold this wondrous flower, which has blossomed here for me 
Its hue cannot be tokened, nor its odour hidden be 

I now see it to be advisable that thou shouldest favour me with the honor 
of leave, that I may journey m vanous parts of the world for two or three 
days Perchance, by the fortunate influence of movement, the dust of gnef 
may be effaced from the page of my heart, and when my mmd is occupied 
with the wonders and marvels of great cities and districts, it is possible that 
the form of cheorfulnoss may be manifested m the muTor of my mind ’ 
When the kite heard the mention of partmg, anguish arose m his heart,' and 
he said, 

UOVPLET 

‘Thou spenk'st of hitter parting — sad thy tone, 

Do what thou wilt — leave that at least undone ‘ 

Then complaining, he added, ‘ 0 son ' what plan is this thou hast formed ^ 
and what thought is this thou hast entertained ^ speak not of travel, for it is 
a man-devounng sea, and a dragon which cames off human beings 

COUPIET 

Travel's the present hell of human kind, Ilinie travel — travail® like in form we And 

The cause, m general, why men make choice of travehng, is to procure the 
means of subsistence, or because they find it difficult to remain m their own 

® Lit , ‘ Smoke arose from his heart ’ 

® Lit, ‘Thefbmior travel and helL’ there being an emiivoque on Hfer ‘travel,’ and 
lokar ‘ hell ’ To keep the pUy on words I have translated the second wor^ ■ trsvsiL’ 
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ooumtiy, Bud neitiier of Qtese two tiungg has happened to thee. Thanks be 
to Qod that our abode is a oomer free freon care, and that there is fbod 
procandde, EHufflcient for us to hve upon, and thou hast exaltation 
abore my other sons, and aU. those older* than thee bow before thee 
yotWltfastanding aU this, to choose to travel and abandon the pleasure of a 
settled abode, appeoia to be far from the path of good sense , and long ago 
they have said, 

HBMtSIlCH 

' Tu over wudom to let well alone ’ ^ 


The hawk said, ‘ What thou hast been pleased to say, is kindly and tenderly 
spoken , but whenever I meditate with myaelf, this comer and this food 
appear unworthy of my condition, and thmgs pass through my min d which 
1 am unable to expreas,’ The kite perceiving that the saymg ‘ Btserythmg 
tumt hack to it» origitial natwre' waa here made evident, stepped beyond 
the lim its of thi.a argument, and said, ‘ That which I say is on the ground 
of contentment, and what thou gayest proceeds from greediness, and the 
greedy person is always disappointed , and as long as one is not contented' 
he finds no repose, and as thou art not thankful tor the blessings of 
contentment, and knowest not the value of freedom from «i», I fear that 
that will befall thee which befell that greedy cat ’ The hawk asked ‘ How was 
that * ' 


STORY III 


The kite said, ' In former times there was an old woman in a state of 
extreme debility She possessed a cot more narrow than the heart of the 
Ignorant, and darker than the miser’s grave , and a cat was her compamon, 
which had never seen even m the mirror ot imagination, the face of a loaf, 
nor had heard from friend or stranger the name of meat It was content if 
oocasionally it smelt the odour of a mouse from its hole, or saw the print of 
the foot of one on the surface of a board, and if, on some nue occasion, by 
the aid of good-fortuno and the assistance of liappy dostmy, one fell into its 
claws, 

HEMISriClI 

Like B poor wretch who finds out buriod gold, 
its cheek hghted up with joy, and it consumed its past sorrow with the 
flame of its natural heat, and a whole week, more or less, it subsisted on 
that amount of food, and used to say, 

OOUPIST 

In Blumher sec I this, mj God ' or with mj wakmg ofes P 
Mjself in plenty^ such as thw, after such agonies p 


* One MB reads homah busurgiin for hamah bueurgi 
^ Lit ‘ It IS not the sot of wise men to abandon good days.’ 
’fhere u a mistake in the printed edition here, 6<u for pee 
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And inSBmuch aa the house of the old Woman was the famme-year of that oat, 
it was always miserable and thin, and from a dietanco appeared like an idea. 
One day, through excessive weakness, it had, with the utmost difficulty, 
mounted on the top of the roof, thence it behold a cat which walked proudly 
on the wall of a neighbounng house, and after the fashion of a destroying 
Uon, advanced with measured steps, and from eioesaive fat, lifted its feet 
slowly When the cat of the old woman, saw one of its own species in that 
state of freshness and fat, it was astonished, and cned out, saying, 

I HEMISTICH 

‘ Truly mth pnde thou adrancest, then wilt thuu not tell me horn whence P 

Thou, whose state is thus pleasant, whence art thou P and smoe it appears 
that tlSou comest from the banquet-chamher of the ^an of Khata,' whence is 
this BleefcaesB of thme, and from what cause this thy grandeur and strength ’ ' 
The neighbour-cat rephed, ‘ I am the cwimb-eater of the tray of the sultan 
Every moiumg I attend on the court of the kmg, and when they spread 
the tray of invitation, I display boldness and danng, and m general I snatch 
off some morsels of fat meats, and of loaves made of the finest flour, and 
I pass my tune happy and satisfied tiH the next day’ The cat of the 
old woman, inquired ' What sort of a thing may fat meat be ’ and what kind 
of relish has bread, made of fine flour ^ I, dunng my whole bfe, have never 
seen nor tasted aught save the old woman’s broths, and mouse’s flesh ’ The 
neighbour-cat laughed, and said, ' Therefore it is, that one cannot distmguiBh 
thee from a spider, and this form and appearance that thou host, is a reproach 
to our whole race , and the shape and character which thou hast brought 
from the house to the desert, is an eternal’ disgrace 

COVrtBT 

Cat, by thy tail and cars, one nught thee deem. 

Yet, in all else, a spider thou wouldst seem 

And if thou shouldet see the court of the sultan, and smell the odour of 
those debcious viands and agreeable meats, it is probable that the mystery, 

‘ Who ihall restore bones to hfe when they are ratten,’^ may come forth from 
the curtom of what is hidden, to the plain of manifestation, and thou mayst 
acquire a ttesh form ’ 


' d, Northern Chino, the Cathay of Milton This word has been omitted m the new 
edition of Jomson’s reroum Dictionaiy 

’ The MSS and hthographod edition read bar dawdm for the Jor ddram of the printed 
edition, which I conclude to he a typographical error 

3 Kar'dii, oh urn, 78, Salt, p 333, last line, 'He saith, who shall restore bones 
to life when thw are rotten ? Answtr, — He shah restore them to life who produced them the 
first tune , for He is skilled in every kind of creation , who eiveth you fixe out of the green 
tree, and bohol^e kindle your fuel from thence ’ See also Sale, p. 168, note < ‘ Ohba Ebn 
Ehalf came to Muhammad with a rotten bone, and asked him v^ether it were possible for 
God to restore it to life ' 
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The accnt of 6he beloved one peaaed o'er the loren' grore, ‘ 

What marvel if to thoae dry bosee the breath of life it gave. 

The cat of ttie old troniaii, eaid, most beseeclimgly, ' 0 brother ' thou art 
bound to me by the rights of neighbourship and the be It of homugoneousiijess, 
why not perform what is due to courtesy and fraternity, and this time, when 
thou goest, take me with thee , perchance, by thy good fortune, I may obtain 
food, and by the blessing of thy society, I may acquire a place 

OODFLET 

From pious oompany withdraw thou not, Nor those unclasp who share a prosperous lot ’’ 
The heart of the neighbour-cat melted at his lamentable position, and he 
resolved that he would not attend the feast without him The cat of fho old 
woman, fi'om tlic happy tidings of this promise, felt new hfc, and descending 
from the roof, stated the case to her The old dame began to advise the 
cat, saying, ' 0 kind compaiuon, be not deceived by tbe words of worldly 
people, pnd abandon not the comer of content, for the vessel of covetousneBB 
IB not fiUed save with the dust of the grave, and the eye of lust is not 
stitched hut with tho needle of annihilation and the thread of death ' 

VSHSE 

Contentment makes man wealthy — TcU it then 
To the uniatisdod and world-o’cr-wandcnng men, — 

They ne'er knew God, nor paid Him worship due, 

Since with their lot they no contentment knew 

The eat had not taken mto its head a longing for the table of the dehcacies of 
tbe 8ulti.n, to such on extent only as that the medicmo of advice could be 
profrtable to it 

COUPLET 

'Tis hut to cage tho wind advice to give To lovers, 'tia but water in a sieve 

In short the next day, along with its neighbour, the old woman’s cat, with 
tottermg steps conveyed itself to the court of the sultan, and before that 
helpless one could iimve^ there, ill-fortune hod poured the water of disappoint- 
ment on the fire of its cmde wish, and the reason was as follows . — The 
day before, the cats had mode a general onslaught on the table, and raised a 
cIeuuout and uproar beyond bounds, and had annoyed, to the last degree, the 
guests and their host Wherefore, on this day, the sult&n had commanded 
that a band of archers, with swiftly impellmg notches, standing in ambush,^ 

‘ I have put the verb in the past tense, mrlri cawd Literally, it is ‘If the scent 
ehimld peas ’ 

^ Lit ‘ Take not thy hand from the waist of the prosperous, (or) of those approaching ' 
I should prefer the latter sense of mukbU, since the old woman’s cat could hardly be said to 
be prosperous, but perhaps that epithet refers to her uclghbour 

' In the printed edition, the words iit-raaad and tsaai sje run together so closely as to 
make them look like one word, which might occasion diMculty to the student 

* One Ms reads dar gosluA, which I much prefer to the unmeaning (unmeaning even 
for a Fenian epithet) goikah tagydr or go»haK (lydr. 
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^ouM watch, BO that for every cat, who hhlding '^ore ite face the buc^ei of 
impudence, ehonld enter the plmn. of audacity, the very first morsel that it 
ate, should he a hver-pieremg shaft. The old woman’s cat, ignorant of this 
circumstance, as soon os it smelt the odour of the viands, without the 
power of checking itself, turned its &ce like a falcon, to the huntmg-gTound 
of the table, and the scale of the balance of appetite had not yet been weighted 
by heavy mouthfuls, when the heart-piercing arrow qmvered m its breast. 

, TKBSX. 

From the bone tncklmg flowed the Banguino hdo. 

In terror of its life it fled and cnod 
' Could I escape this archer's hand, I'd dwell 
Content with mice and the old woman's cell 
Dear fntnd ’ the honey pays not for the sting, 

Content with syrup is a better thing ’ 

‘ And I have mtroduced this apologno, that thou, too, mayoat regard the 
secluded comer of my neat as a blessing, and mayest understand the value of 
the food and morsels, which reach thee, untoiled for by thee , and showing 
thyself contented with a httle, mayest not seek for more, lest, God forbid ' 
thou arnve not at the condition thou scekest, and this place, too, depart 
from thy hand,’ The hawk said, ‘"What thou hast been pleased to say, 
IB the essence of good advice and hmdness, nevertheless, to stoop to trifles 
is the busmcBs of the mean, and to show content with mere eating and dnnk.- 
ing, 18 the dispoBition of brutes Every one who 'would sit on the throne 
of greatness must nso up m pursuit of high things, and he who wishes to 
put on hia head the crown of cxaltatiou, must belt himself with the girdle 
of search A lofty spirit is not satisfied with low thmgs, and a noble intellect 
approves not of base positions 

ysasE 

None over found the way on high to rise, 

Till he obtained the step of high ompnsc 
Seek iduk, that to the moon thou mayest mount, 

N one dnnk cloud- water from a well’s low fount.’ 

The kite said, ‘ This idea that thou hast taken into thy head, will not be 
roahsed by mere unagining , and this cauldron of desire, wdl not reach the 
boilmg point by vom longing No Bifmr mokes progress, unless the means 
ore ready , and no result mamfosts itself, unless men first take order for the 
pre-requiaites 

coorLwr 

Boosts will not pillow thee where groat men sit, 

Wouldst thou have greatness, greatly stnTo for it ’ 

The hawk said, ‘ The strength of my claws is the best means of procuring the 
hlesangs of fortune, and the power of my beak the best way of obtaining the 
grades of high rank. But, peihups, thou hast not heard the story of that 
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gwnrdarnffli wlio sou^t kmg^ip and rule by the help of the arm of courage, 
and, finally, the robe of his noble spirit was adorned mUi the fiinge of 
aorereignty ’ ’ The kite inquired ‘ How waa this matter ^ ' 

STOBY IV 

The hawk said, ' In ancient tunes there waa a poor mechanic at his wit’s end to 
maintain his family, and who, from extreme distress, had never read a single 
letter &om the page of picture, and the gams of whose craft sufficed not for 
more than the expenses of his family, and the emoluments of whose profession 
went not beyond providing bread and raiment The favour of God, (May his 
glory be magnified ') bestowed on him a dear son, on whose front the tokens 
of greatness were manifest, and on whose countenance the signs of high 
fortune were apparent 

COUPLBT 

Of happy fortune and high augury, The fairest plant in joy’s parterre waa he 

By the blessmg of hia footsteps, the state of his father became one of 
checrfubiosB,' and, by his happy auspices, the income from his craft began to 
exceed his cipcnsea The father, regarding his footsteps os auspicious, caused 
him, to the extent of his power at the time, to be educated, and the boy, m 
his childliood, was wont to spook of nothing but archery, and continually 
played with shield and sabre "When they conveyed him to school, he would 
suddenly make off and appear m the midst of the plain ; and whenever they 
instructed him m wntiug, his thoughts darted away to the straight spear ^ 
He was always reading the inscription of conquest from the Imos of the sabre, 
and ever perusing, from the ornaments of the shield,^ the sketch of 
cnnohlcmcnt 

TEUSB 

When his instructor writes down ‘Hfe’ and 'Mira,' 

These to his fancy shield and helmet seem 
Whll he of ' Alif,’ ‘ He ' — his notions show, 

'Alif the shaft roBcmblcs, ‘Be’ the bow^ 

When from the stage of childhood he arrived at the boundanes of puberty', 
bis father said, ‘ 0 son, my mind is entucly bent on thy state, and the 
penod of manhood has no i elation to the season of boyhood The marks of 
audacity and hardihood are very mamfest on the pages of thy condition I 
■wish that before evil dispositions cast thee mto the perils of lust, I may make 

* One MS reads thddmdm which I prefer to idmanl Other MSS, omit the hdl before 
pidar 

^ There is an equivoque which I have been unable to retain m English ^latt signifes 
‘writing’ and noiwA-t ‘ a straight spear ’ 

^ Ifiratig signifies ‘apell,’ as woU as ‘sketch ' Eligat lector 

* In ‘ Be' the boy found the shape of a bow, in ‘Ahf ' that of an arrow There u more 
difficulty in ttaemg the resomblanoe between ' Hh' and a shield, and between ‘ Him’ 
and B casque 
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the etrong fortieeB, ‘ Whoever marrMi, verily ke ^grfeett half ku rehftoM,’' 
thy nmiiHioii, and now I hare arranged the hand of promise, fittmg thy 
condition, m order that I may draw into the bands of marriage wilh fhee, 
a lady from a tnbe which may be equal to oura What dost thou thmk 
adviseable herem^’ The son said, ‘0 father' I have already given the 
hand of promise to the high person on whom my heart is set, and have 
deposited in cosh for her, the marriage portion due m case of divorce 1 will 
not trouble you in this affair, nor do I expect aid or assistance therem ’ The 
father said, ' 0 son ' I have perfect cognizance of aU thy affairs Thou hast 
not sufficient means of assistance that thou couldest nghtly perform thy 
betrothal. What thou sayest thou hast prepared, whence is it '' and what 
sort of bnde is it that thou wooest^’ The son went mto the house, and 
brought out a sword a hundred times more songumary than the glance of the 
beautiful, and a thousand degrees more lustrous than the teeth of the came- 
han-hpped fair Then he said, ‘ 0 father ' know that I will phght my 
troth to the brido of empire, and will unite myself, in the nuptial knot, with 
the chaste virgin of sovereignty , and for her there is no better phgbtod troth 
than a sharp sword, and no fairer portion than a blood-shedding poniard ’ 

OOUPIET. 

On him whom fortune favours none make war, Empire’s best dowry is the scynutar 

And smee the spirit of that young man was restricted to [the acquisition of] 
empire, m a short space of time he took possession of an extensive kingdom, 
and hy the stroke of the world-suhduing blade, he conquered various countries 
of the world and hence they have said, 

COUPIBT 

Only to him will empire phght her word, Who pays her hndal portion with the sword 

‘ And Ihavc mtroduocd this stoiy m order that thou mayest know, that, 
whatever can bo mentioned as belongmg to fortune, I already possess, and 
the Divme providence has opened the gates of happmess before the face of 
my condition, and I, too, am m hopes that I shall shortly arrive at my 
desire, and roach the hand of my desire to the neck of its object And now 
by no charmmg of any one, will I give up this condition or aljandon 
this idea 

HBUISTICB 

Reproochea shall not dn^e us from this door,’ 

The kite perceived that that high-Bpmted bird would not be brought into the 
net by the string of wiliness, nor be caught by the gram of deceit and 


1 Thu u a tradition handed down by Anas-bin MUik, who was the last of the Sahahah, or 
eompanona of Mohammad, and who died at EaBiah, A H 91, aged 103 See the MwhkiUtt. 
‘l-MoMdbiA tnnalated hy Matthews, Calc editieii, 1810, p 79 'When a servant marries, 
venly he porfeots half his religion , then let him practise ahstmeBoe before God, for the 
remaimng half ’ 
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It: waa, therefore, oompelled to snfier it to travel, and applied to its 
own wounded breoet, the cautery of separation The hawk, haying taken 
leave of tiie kite and ita young ones, flow from the neat and soared on high , 
end after it was tired, descended on the top of a mountain, and opened the 
eye of observation m every direction AU at once, it saw a mountain- 
partndge, which had begun to walk proudly along m perfect beauty, while 
the Bound of its jocund cry reverberated through aU parts of the mountain 
The hawk found in its nature on eager desire to hunt the partridge, and in 
one pounce, filled its crop with the flesh of its breast, wbich was agreeable 
to its appetite It fodnd the flesh of such a sort that the deliciousness of its 
flavour, equalled tho water of hfe, and the dehcacy of its taste boasted an 
equahty with the relish of the most surpassing damties, [according to the 
saying] ‘And the flesh of birds of the kind luhich they shall desire,'^ and as 
durmg the whole period of his life it had never tasted flesh of sneh dehcacy, 
it exclaimed, 

COnpLET 

‘ From head to foot thy nature pluaaea mine, Sure for me only they did thee design '' 

It then reflected, ‘ This, of itself, among the advantages of travel, suffices me, 
that thus early I have escaped from coarse food, and have obtained the flavoiu- 
of viands which are agreeable to my mind, and have been devoted from 
a dork and narrow nest and low and mean-spirited companions, to exalted 
places and lofty situations 

UEHIBTICH 

Of dazzling great adventures — this, the first 

[Let us wait to see] what happy fortune will next advance from the comer 
of the unknown future to the area of viBibihty ’ 

HEMISTICH 

What fate itself bnngs from the curtain forth 

Then the hawk, swift of flight, passed some days m flying about at pleasure, 
and memly chased the portiidge and quail, tall one day it was perched 
on the top of a mountam, at the skirt of which it beheld a number of horse- 
men who had formed Ime m hunting, while their falcons swooped in pursuit 
of the quarries 

VEBSZ 

Then at tho signal of the hunting-drum^ 

Forth on the wing the swooping falcons come, 


' Ku'rhn, FI, eh Ivi, 21, Max , Ivi, 23, 8alo,p 39S, 1 2 ‘These are they who shall 
approach near unto Qod Youths whieh shell oontinue in their bloom for ever, 

shall go round about to attend thom| with goblots and beoliers, and a cup of flowing wine 
their heads shall not achs by drinking the same, neither shall their reason be disturbed , 
and with touts of ffio sorts wmch they shall ohoose, and the flesh of buds of the kind which 
they shall desire ‘ 

* I am not aware that hawks are flown at a signal given by a drum, as would aMear 
from this passage, JiM-idz, or, fablak-bde is said to be a little drum hong from the saddle , 
or the player of sneh a drum 
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The Tspid ^M-hAwke ^ here their pmione ply 
And in the q^uarry's blood their taloni dyej^ 

There the white falcon — from hu hapless prey, 

The quail and pheasant — tears life’s coin away 

Now this was the king of the country who had come out with his atten- 
dants for hia accustomed sport of hawtong, and the place where the game fed 
happened to he the skirt of that mountain Meanwhile the hawk which was 
on the Kmg's wnst flew and made a stoop at a quarry, and this high- 
oouraged hawk also stooping at the same prey, presently earned it off before 
the other When the King’s glance fell on its swiftness of flight, and rapid 
seizure, his heart was set upon it, and the high mandate went forth, so 
that dexterous fowlers, by ingenious stratagems, cast a snare round its neck, 
and by the guidance of fortune, it attained the honor of serving the monarch 
The gracious regard of the Kmg became confirmed with reference to its 
natural aptitude and innate ment, and after a short tune its post was fixed 
by the favouring aid of fortune, on the wnst of the Pnnee, and by means of 
its lofty spmt it rose from the abyss of degradation and abasement, to the 
pmnocle of honor and prospenty, and if it had been content with the society 
of crows and kites, m the some spot where it first abode, and for the sake of 
travel, had not measured the regions of the desert and the tract of the wilder- 
ness, its attoimng tins rank, and its promotion to this digmty, would have 
been of the number of unpossibilitich, and I have eited this apologue that it 
may be understood, that m travel the most complete exaltation is attained, 
and that it conducts a man from the most utter meanness of baseness and 
obscurity, to the loftiest place of approval and splendour ’ 

STANZA 

Travel 's tlio spnag-tmie of the soul, fgr then 
Their wishes, flower-like, bloom atUuued by men, 

Travel ' that thou may’staye succeBsful be 
‘ fTal/: through earth' » regions' ’ is God’s own decree 

And when the discourse of Dabishlfm was euded, the other vEizfr advanced 
and performed the customary ceremonies of prayerful salutation, and said, 

‘ That which his imperial Majesty, the shadow of God, has been pleased to 
say m explanation of travel and its advantages, does not belong to such a 
class of things that the suspicion of doubt can approach it, nevertheless it 
occurs to the mmd of your slave, that for flie angehcally-gifted* person of the 


1 The Dictionary does not distinguish the hawks soientidcally The jwrah is said to be a 
male falcon 

> Lat, ‘ Whets its claws ? ’ 

1 Knr’Sn, oh livu, IS, Sale, p 416, 1 28, 'It is He who hath leveled the earth 
for jou, therefore walk through the region thereof, and eat of hia proviBiaa , unto Hun ehoD. 
be tae resorreebon ’ 

* The lithographed edition reads »fat for malalcat. 
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King, on vhose sa&ty the happmesa of the world is dependent, to volun- 
iaiily imdertalce the toil of travel, and to migrate from the exhilaxatmg 
garden of pleasure into the heart- afflioting desert of somi'w and labonr, appears 
distant from the ways of wisdom ’ BahishUm said, ‘ The imdeftaking toil is 
the part of men of courage, and the busincsa of the lions of the forest of war , 
and indubitably until the aknt of the pleasant life of kings is impinged on 
the thorn of trouble, the flower of tranquillity does not blossom for their weak 
Bubjeets m the garden of freedom from core, and so long as the foot of high- 
spint of monarcha has not traversed the wilderness of calamity, the head of 
the indigent poor docs not touch the pillow of repose ' 

COUPIAT 

None in thy lealm ^nll peace ot comfort find. 

While thoughts of selfish case engross thy mind. 

And know that there are two classes of mankind, one, kings, to whom has 
been given the dignity of r ulin g over states, and imperial sway and the other, 
subjects, on whom la bestowed the favour of sccunty and repose These two 
kinds do not admit of comhmation, but it is necessary either to choose ease 
and abandon the reigns of domuuon, or to be contented with the honor of 
kingly power, and draw back the hand from delight and leisure 

STANZA 

He who on comfort tramples, and delight, 

Fortune will give him rule and kingl) might 
Thus hy the rose the garden’s crown is worn. 

Because, though soft, it couches on a thorn 

And the wise have said, ‘ Labour it the way to wealth,' and eiertion elevates the 
seeker on the post of success, and to traverse the wastes of struggling with 
the step of constancy, brings the beauty of the desired object under the gaze 
of mspeotion The acquirement of things wished for depends on attempting 
things penlouB 

COirPLFT 

Let him not try the hell of royal state. Who thinks in case to lire effeminate 

Every one who raises the banner of czertiDn in the plain of courage, and puts 
away the qualities of mdulgence and lietlessness in undertaking toils, has 
taken the shortest path to his object, and has looked on the countenance of 
hiB wish with the eye of hope, like that Tiger who entertained a desire to rule 
over the joy-ezpandmg wildemesB, and by the blesemg of toil and exertion 
which he employed, and by the auspicious mfluence of patient endurance of 
sev^ suflenngs and disagreeables which he displayed, in a short fame the 
veil of hindrance fell off from the face of his wish, and he advanced the 
hand of hope to the skirt of his object ’ The vazlr inquired ‘ In what manner 
was this affair^’ 
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STOBT V. 

TTing D4l>ubliiii said, ‘In the enviroag of Basrah' there was an laland of an 
exceasiTely pleasant climate, and a desert of auipaBamg beauty and freshness, 
There limpid waters flow on every side, and a life-bestowing zephyr breathes 
around. 

VEBSE 

Trees flounshed thickly interwoven there, 

Whereon grew fhiits, sweet-flavoured, fresh and rare 
Their boughs, than TOba's^ more delightsome, shado 
Grass, than the lily finer in its blade 

And from its excessive cxquisiteness they called it the ‘ Joy-expanding 
WildemesB,' and a Tiger bore sway there, such that from dread of him fierce 
lions could not set foot in that retreat, and from awo of him the wild heasts 
and savage animala could not allow the thought of that sobtude to encircle 
their mmds 

VEBSE 

When with hia tail ho furious lushed the rock, 

Heaven's bun dropped his talons at the shock 
And where ho but for one short instant paused, 

A lung year's stoppage to that road he caused 

Ho had lived much tunc m that wild, according to hns wish, and had never 
seen the form of disappomtment m the mirror of existence He had a young 
one whose countenance made the world seem bright to him, and m meeting 
which lustre of his eyes, his vision was cnbghtened His mtcntion was that 
when that young one came to years, and stained his teeth and claws m the 
gore of wild beasts, he would commit that sobtude to his charge, and pass the 
rest of his life at ease m the comer of retirement The blossom of his wish 
had not yot expanded on the stem of desire, when the autumn of death gave 
the fruit of the garden of his existcnco to the wind of destraction 

HEMISTICH 

How many a hope has crumbled into dust 


1 Basrah, a city on the Tigris, about ono and a half day's journey from where the river 
onteiu the Persian Gulf It was built by command of the Khallfah 'Umar, AH, 15, 
A.D , 636 It IS Bituited m a sandy soil, but has a small stream flowing near it, which is 
sold to mshe of the vallcjs it waters a torrestial Paradise 

> The tree of Paradise, See Sale's Prel Disc, p 6B, 1 11 ‘Concerning this tree 
they fable that it stands in the palace of Muhammad, though a branch of it will reach to the 
house of every true believer , that it will he laden with pomegranates, grapes, dates, and 
other frmtp of BUrpriBing bigness, and of tastes unknown to mort^ So that u a man desire 
to eat of tty particular kind of fmit, it will immediately he presented him , or if he choose 
flesh, birds ready-dressed, will be set before him aocording to his wish They add that the 
houghs of this toee will spontaneously bend down to the hand of the person wko would gather 
of its froits , and that it will supply the blessed not only with food, but also with silkon 
gsiments, and beasts to nde on reidj saddled and hndlod, and adotn^ with nch trappings, 
Whloh wiU burst forth from its friuts , and that tbu tree is so large, that any person 
mounted on the ‘fleetest horse, would not be able to gallop from one end of its shade to the 
other m a hundred years ’ See page 20, Ime 2 
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And wben this Tiger wsf seized by the claw of the lion, Death, seTeral wild 
beasts who for a long time entertained a desire for that wildemees, mode a 
unammoas movement, and set about appropnating it. The young tiger saw 
that he possessed not the strength to resist He went voluntarily into exile, 
and amongst the wild beasts a huge contest arose A blood- spilling, tumult- 
causing lion, overcame all the others, and brought by oonqueat that joy- 
expandmg wtldemess which resembled Paradise, into the area of his own 
possession, and the young Tiger having for some time endured distress m the 
mountains and wastes, conveyed himself to another haunt, and disclosed the 
affliction of hiB heart to the wild beasts of that distnct, and a^ed tbeir aid to 
remedy this interruption [of his happmeas] They, having received mteUi- 
gence of the victory of the predaceous hon and of the overpowenng might 
of that martial kmg of beasts, rejected with aversion [the request for] help 
and assistance, and said, ' 0 unfortunate * thy place is now m the possession 
of a lion such that from terror of him the birds will not fly over that wilder- 
ness, and from fear of him the elephant will not approach that desert We 
have not strength to fight with him, nor to sustam his teeth and claws, and 
thou too art not able to enter with him the arena of strife and encounter 
Our opimon demands that thou shouldst betaie thyself to his court, and with 
perfect loyalty enter his service ’ 

VBDSS 

Forbear 'garnat him the flag of war t’ unfiul, 

Wlvoiii from hia fiifed seat thou caubt uol hurl ■ 

' Tib best that thou submissive acconta use, 

Be humlilo to him, and thyself excuse 

These words seemed reasonable to the young Tiger, and he looked upon his 
best course to be this, that ho should voluntarily enter the service of the lion, 
and to the extent of his ability, ofl;or the duties of attendance He, therefore, 
put m practice the maxim ‘Returning u lest,' and through the mtervention 
of one of the nobles, he obtained the honor of waiting on the hon, and 
having become the object of the imperial regard, was appointed to an office 
suited to hiB spirit The tiger having tightly fastened the belt of obedience 
on the waist of afiection, displayed the marks of prudence and dutiful servioe 
m such a manner as every moment to cause an increase of neamess to the 
king's presence, and an augmentation of the royal favour to such an extent, 
that he became an object of envy to the nobloa and mmifiteiB of bis majesty , 
in spite of which every instant his pamstakmg and zeal in the service 
Waxed greater, and he incessantly displayed increased exertion, in the affairs 
of the state 

, OODPLET 

They who excel m zeal, lu toil precede, Most of all others fairly take the lead 

^ Lit 'With a person that thou oanst not move from his place thou shooldst not 
plant thy foot in strife ’ I hsve transposed the lines lor the English order 

F 
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Once upon a tune an important end necesBary affair arose which called the lion 
away to a distant jungle , and at that tune the heat of the oven of the ^y^ 
was unmitigated,^ and the exponse of waste and mountain, like a furnace of 
glass, fiercely inflamed From the excossive heat of the air, the brain of 
ftniTTiftlfl was boiled m their cranium, and the crabs in the water were fried 
like fish in the frying-pan 

TEESB 

Had Budden clouds collected then — bo burned 
The air — their drops to fiery sparks had turner] 

Sirds in their passage through the liqiud air, 

Moth-like, cansiuaed, had lost their feathers then? 

The sun so fiercely through the Bther shone, 

It melted e^en the heart of the hard stone 

The hon reflected, * At such a time, when the shell at the bottom of the ^ 
deep, like a fowl on a spit, is roasting , and the from fear of the Bum b 

heat, steps not in the midat^ of the fire to the an affair of this 

importance has occurred "Who may there be among my attendants, who 
would not be affected ty the labour ’ and who, undeterred by the heat of the 
atmosphere, would approach this undertaking^ ’ In the midst of this reflection, 
the Tiger came m with the hno of attendants, and obserred that the king 
was thoughtM On the ground of hia abundant affection and complete tact, 
he advanced near the throne of royalty, and was emboldened to ask the 
causes of that thoughtfulness, and having learned how the case stood, he took 
upon him self to accomplish tho matter, and having been honored with 
permission, ho set off with a hody of attendants, and amving at that place 
at noon, he betopk himself to the accomplishment of the affair, and the 
instant that the busmess was settled to his satisfaction, ho changed his reins 
to return The officers and counsellors, who had been appointed to attend 
upon him, unanimously represented as foUows ‘ In such heat as this, all 
this distance has been traversed by tho steps of completion, and now that the 
nffair has been settled and that there is not the slightest cause for uneasmess, 
and the confidence placed in you by his high majesty, has been demonstrated 
to the extent that it has, it will certainly not be removed from advisabihty, if 
you should repose a short time under tho shade of a tree, and allay the fiery 
tongue of thirst by drinking cool water ' 

oorpiCT 

Eost ' and the load of toil support no more , 

Hepose ' ’ for eoithlj troubles have no shore 

The Tiger smiled and said, ‘ My mtimacy and rank with his majesty the 


^ In the margin of one MS atir is eipkmed by /r^», ‘pure,’ ‘unadulterated ’ 
’ Ai nujfdn here seems to be used for dor rntydn 
’ Lit ‘Ungird thyself 
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king, 18 a banner that I have by toil and effort set up It would not be well 
to level it with the ground by indulgence and sloth Without Bupporfang 
trouble it la unpoasible to arrive at the carrying off treasure, and unaccom- 
panied by the hoBrt-afflictmg thorn, wo cannot reap the enjoyment of 
surveying the rose-garden 

BT/INZA. 

He may embrace hi9 wishes’ neok, who wdl, Shield-hke, confront the darts of earning ill , 

This will not from mere longing hopes arise, 'Tis won by clforts stem, and tearful eyes ' 

The mformora furnished intelhgcnce of this to the bon, and recited the book 
of this affair, from the preface to* the conclusion The hon nodded the head 
of approval, and said, ‘ Such a person is fit for sway and chieftainship, who 
con raise up his head from the collar of toil , * and the people may he at peace 
m the just reign of that ruler who does not place his head on the pillow ol 
repose ’ 

CUBS® 

'Tliat monarch's roigu will peace and rest ensure, 

AVhu can himself the loso of rest endure 
Happy tlie sovereign who mbniits hn mind 
To hardships, that his subjects rest may hnd 

Ho then sent for the Tiger, and having distinguished him with special honors, 
committed that jungle to him, and havmg bestowed on him the place of his 
sire, conferred on him, in addition, the digmty of bemg lus heir And the 
use of this apologue is, that thou mayest learn that to no one does the sun 
of hiB wish rise from the eastern quarter of hope, without the diligent use of 
great exertion, nor, without complete and searching labour, does the 
preamble of hop' yield the issue of the acquirement of the desired object 

COUPCET 

Who bears not toil, will ne'er the treasure gam , 

Hia IS the guerdon, brother ' whose the pain 

And since m this journey the object is the quest of knowledge, I have formed 
a firm resolution, and have placed the foot of endeavour m the sturup of 
intention From the mere thought of the labour which may accrue m gomg’ 
and returning, the page of my purpose shall not receive the mscnption of 
abrogation, and the cavalier of lofty spmt, wdl not turn back from this 
path, ‘ Thu u a matter that u absolutely determined ' ‘ 

* The printed edition by a typograpbical error omita td before IMtmuih 

^ This sentence and the following one appear to me rather obscure 1 suppose sar az 
fftribdn-i mmluiJckiU tar dwardan means ‘ To put on toil like a garment, drawing tbs bead 
through the collar ’ The employment of Mt-afrazi by itself, for ‘ an exaltod person' is very 
unusual 

’ Zahdh wa lydb, two not very common words, explained in the margin of one hlS by 
kiuKuh and hdz gaahtm 

* ^ui’hn, FI eh m 187 ; Mar m 183 , Sale, p 53, 1 14 " Te shall be proved in your 
poBBesBiona and in your persons , and ye sbiH hear nom those unto whom the Scripture was 
delivered before yon, and from the idolaters, much hurt , but if ye be patient and fear God, 
this is a matter mat is absolutely determined ’ 

F 2 
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OOUFLBT 

When hiB foot a monarch places in the Btirrup, firm of will, 

Is ]t stian^ if fortnne ceases then the reins to manage still ' 

When the vHzfrs perceived ihat the prohibitions of advice could not prevent 
tile king’s purpose, they conformed to his opinion, and employed themselves 
in preparing the necessary articles for the march, and havmg paid the 
coiigTfttulationa usual on commencing a journey, repeating this couplet, they 
sent up shouts to the revolving vault of heaven 

COUPLPT 

Since thou wilt go, may God's grace thee attend i 
And all Saints' spirit guidp thee and hofricnd' 

Then the Kmg DabishKm committed the rems of puhhc alfairB to the hand 
of the good sense of one of the pillars of the state in whom he reposed 
confidenee, and repeated m the ear of his mteUigence, with reference to the 
tender treatment of his subjects and protection of his people, certain words 
of advice which might serve as the Inngc of the robe of kingly power and 
among them the foUowiQg, 

TEBSE 

‘ Thy kingdom wiU Sikandar’a mirror' be, 

Wherein thou mayst thy own appearance see , 

It mil not shew thy features fairly traced, 

TTnloss oppression’s stain bo thence erased 
JiCt, like the mom, thy beams delight the eye, 

And dread thy sorrowing subjects’ moming-sigh , 

A hundred archers’ slaughtcnug shafts do less 
Than one crone's sigh — one sigh of helplessness 
And when his mind was relieved from the cares of state, he turned his face 
with a retmue of chosen attendants and servants, towards Borandlp, and, like 
the moon, advanced stage by stage, and, like the sun, proceeded from city’ to 
city,’ and at every haltmg-place he mode the acijmsition of new experiences, 
and from every caravan he gained fresh advantages, until after traversing the 
stages of land and sea, and enduring the hardships of cold and heat, the shores 
of Barandfp appeared to him, and the fragrant breezes of that eountry reached 
the nostrils of the king 

rOUPLET 

Who scents thy fragrance on the mormng galea, 

News from his loved one — ^happj nows — inhales 
And after he had rested from the fatiguca of his journey for two or three 
days m the city of Saiindfp, and had left his superfluous baggage there, he 
turned his face with two or three of his confidential attendants towards the 

I Aleiandcr the Great is said to have had a glass which shewed him the whole world and 
all things done in it 

> Shahr may also mean moan 'month' is well as 'city,' and an equivoque is of course 
intended here, alluding to the sun's progress 
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mountom, and when he had ascended its heights, he beheld an clcTation 
which cast the shadow of its skirt on the sun, and the glitter of whose peak ' 
threw its radiance on the beams of the planet Mars. 

VSHSE 

In height it matched heaven's crystal sphere, and made 
There, with its recks, alternate light and shade , 

Matched with the swift white courser of the sky,‘ 

Its summit passed it in the contest by 
The heaven beneath its peak of iron hue, 

Seemed like the gross which un its skirt up-grew 

On every side were meadows adorned with a variety of fragrant herbs, and 
m all directions flower-gardens, which resembled the abundant delights of 
Paradise 

STANZA 

Its meadows' borders emerald fruits unfold. 

Its heights are girdled with bright belts of gold, 
beside its waters ttounsh Tdba-howers, 

And Eden draws fresh fragrance from its flowers 

Dibishllm perambulated it on every side, and made the devotional circuit of 
its holy places In the midst of this gomg to and fro, hia eyes fell on u 
cave, the darkness of winch matched the light of the eye,“ and tho mysterious 
saymg, ‘Light in da/rhneu' was liluminated by its gloom By searching 
inquiry of those who lived near those places, he learned that it was the 
abode of a sage whom they called Bldpai, that is to say, ‘the kind physician,’ ‘ 
and that from certam of the great men of Hmd, it had been heard that his name 
was Pilpal, which, in Smdi they call Hasti'-pat, and that he was a man who 
had ascended the steps of learning, and had adorned, with the ornaments of 
excellent qualities, the jewel of reason and at that period had abandoned the 
society of men, and contenting bimseU with a small pittance, had sewed up 
his eyes from thmgs connected with the woild, and consumed with the flame 
of the Are of abstinence, the rubbish of unholy dispositions The eye of hia 
wakefulness, from the excess of his vigds, beheld not the oountenanoe ot 
sleep, and the ear of his scnsis, from tho extent of his abstmonce, heard 
nought but the summons, ‘ God inviUth undo the dwelling of peace ’ “ 

' TIgh, ‘ peak,' fiigiuflcs alan mill muic usually ‘sword,’ and A/isrpar which here means 
‘ ray,’ commonly aignifios ‘ dagger ’ 

‘ Khing-i falak, ‘the sun’ It is baiely possible to exceed the extravagance of this 
metaphor, in which tho mountain is said to race m height with the sun, and to winby anetk 

‘ Light exists in the block pupil of the eye, hence tho saying ‘ Light m darkness ’ 

* The diotianary explmns Bidpdl os a corruption of Vidyd-priyd or Veda-priga^ ‘ dear to 
science,’ or ' a lover of the Veda ' But here the denvation seems to be from vaidyah priyah, 

‘ dear physician ’ 

‘ Enr’kn, eh, x 26, Solo, p 156, I 34 ‘God mvlteth unto tho dwelling of pescei 
Olid diroctoth whom ho pleoscth into the right way’ The ‘dwelling of peace’ is. Sale 
tells ns in hu note, ‘ Paradise ’ os is shewn by oh u 221 of the Kur’kn, whore the same 
expression is used with jmnal, ‘ Pamdiac ’ foi ddru-a aaldm ‘ dwelling of peace ’ 
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VEilAE 

Hia breath a treasure, eiftmg verities , His face the eun of those who early rise ' 

In each thing ho — purse-holder to the sky — In all the confidant of destiny 

Dfibiehllm, in the deare of meeting lum, stood aome time -without the cave, 
and, by the language of gesture, asked of the inward [soul] of that perfect 
saint, permiBsion to come as a pilgrim to him The clear-minded sage — by 
secret inspiratian and intelligence, free from doubt — obtamed infoimahon 
of the meaning of the world-conquenng kmg, and uttered the cry, ‘ Enter ye 
therein in peace and security 

UISTICH8 

That wiadom-tcachmg^ cavo, the monarch high 
Entered , and made it China's gallery * 

In service of that sage, he girt hia waist, 

The belt of homage on his soul he placed 

He looked and beheld a Srahman, who had stepped with the foot of abrogation 
into the woild of retirement, and had unfurled the pennon* of truth m the plain 
of Bubllrty Angchc mind levealed itself in his human countenmee, and the 
eleanlmesa of his body was a manifest demonstration of the punty of his 
spint TIio king sagaciously discerned that ho should obtain from him his 
wish, and by tbo auspicious influence of his spmt, would amve at lus object 
With all respect he advanced towards him, and when ho drew near the 
Brahman, he performed duo salutation and fulfilled the requisite homage 
The Brahman after receiving and replying to the salute, and performing the 
conventional compliments, signed [to the king] to sit , and having inquired 
of him as to the fatigues of the road, asked the reason of his taking on 
himselt the trouble of the joumpy and abandoning the pleasure of a fixed 
residence Blbislillm repeated, from beginning to end, the story of his 
dream, and of the treasure and the testament, and the consignment of its 
completion to Sarandlp The Brahman smiled and said, 'Honor to the 
high spirit of the kmg ' that m the pursmt of -wisdom ho takes upon himself 
all this toil, and, on account of the repose of his oppressed subjects and the 
peace of the poor among his people, accepts various kinds of labour and trial 

V2E8B 

0 tliou who hy true wisdom lov’et to reign ' 

Thou m this woy thy empire mayst maintain , 


‘ Votanes whn me early to perform their devotions The eiprcasion is also used of 
tlucvBB who rise up with the down to roh honest sleepers 

® Eur’fin, eh xv 46 , Sale, p 176, 1 6 ‘ But those who fear God shall dwell in 

gardens amidst fountains The angels shall soy unto them, ' Enter ye therem in neaco and 
oocuiity ’ 

^ Sihmat-dyln cannot here mean ‘ Mirror of wisdom,' the only signification mven in the 
Dictionary “ 


‘ "■'lorned the cave by his presence, and made it hhe that of Mini, who le sold to 
have filled a cave in Chmoee Tartojy with strange and beautiful pointmgs was the 

foimdei of the sect of the Mttnicheans, and was burnt by order of Bahrkm 
* Shukl.ah -1 ' strip' — or ' long shred' — ‘ of a banner ' 
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The plant thou waterest now with tender cdtc, 

Must on its houghs the farrest ^ produce bear 

Then the Brahman having opened the hd of the casket of secret knowledge, 
filled the shell of the king’s ear with the jewels of wisdom, and putting aside 
hiB own avocattons for some days, employed himself m mstractmg the 
monarch, and m the midst of their converse, mention was made of the 
testament of Hushang The king recounted to the sago, the precepts, one by 
one, and the Brahman addressed the great monarch on the subject and 
IhibiBlilLm mditcd his words, with the pen of understanding, on the tablet of 
memory , and the book ‘ Kalilah and Danmoh,’ is composed of the questions 
and answers of the Kmg and Bidhman , and we have arranged it m fourteen 
chapters, after the maimer set forth in the catalogue of the book, and, ‘ Avd 
ts from God from whom help ta auppheated. He ta aufficient for us, and in Hm 
M our trust ’ 


The great kiuj Dibishlim said to the Brahman PQpaf, ' The purport of the 
first precept was, that when one is exalted by being honored with the 
confidence of kings, he will assuredly be envied by bos peers, and those who 
envy bun, endeavouring to destroy the pedestal of his honor, will, by 
deceitful words, work a change m the king's disposition towards him 
Wherefore it behoves a king to ponder well on the speech of mterested 
persona , and, on disoovermg that it is not devoid of an admixture of falsehood 
and corruption, not to conduct it to the confines of acceptance 

DISTICHS 

Admit not interested men, for they 
With honey too the poisoned sting conyey 
Thy honoy-bnngmg friend, to outward eye — 

Both stings and wrongs thee, in reality 

And I make my request to the Brahman, tliat ho may be pleased to relate a 
story suitable to this case, and may detail the history of some one who was 
the Ultimate counsellor of a kmg, and the hoais of whose dignity was mjured 
by the mterested words of an envious person, and with whom friendship 
terminated in enmity, and concord m contention ’ The Brahman said, 

‘ The centre of the basis of dominion, rests on this precept, and if a kmg 
does not deter mterested persons from mischief and injurious acts, they will 
brmg the majority of the nobles, to misery and disgrace , and hence complete 
disorder will find its way mto the empire, and spread even to the pnnee , 
and when a rmschief-maker has found the means of coming between two 

' There is on equivoque intended m the nee of the word which cannot be preserved 

m Eagheli Mi is a ‘guava,’ n fruit of an exquisite flavour, and Mly 

means ‘ beautifiil,’ ' excellent ’ 
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fhends, the conclusion of their affairs will assuredly draw towards a temble 
and disastrous catastrophe, as befell between the Lion and the Ox ’ The kmg 
asked, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 

STOHY I 

The Brahman said, ‘ They have related, that there was a trader who had 
compassed land and sea, and traversed the regions of east and west, and 
experienced the chills and heats of fortune, and tested the sweets and bitters 
of many ' days 

COUPLET 

PrudDiit and faithful and export was he, By much expononoe taught sagacity 

When the van of Death's array — for so the infirmity of ago is termed — ^began 
to make inroads into the realm of his constitution, and the advanced guard of 
fate, by which white harrs are imphed, took possession of the outworks of the 
fortress of his existence, 

VEEtE 

When the changing watch of age, strikes the drum of deep distress,^ 

The heart grows told to joyous things, to mirth and happmess 
The white hair tomes, its message gues from fate and terror's king, 

And the crooked back and stooping form death’s salutation bring 

The merchant knew that every moment they were about to beat the drum of 
departure, and would demand back the stock of hfe which they had deposited 
in the tabernacle of the body Ho assembled his sons, three youths, 
mtelhgent and Icamod, but who, from the pnde of nches, and the 
mpetuosity of youth, had overstepped the path of moderation, and extended 
the hand of expenditure to the property of their fother, and having averted 
their faces from business and professional employment, passed their precious 
time in vanity and sloth Their kind father, from exocss of that affection and 
tenderness which fits the character of the paternal relation, begun to admonish 
them, and opened to them the gates of dismterested advice, which com- 
prehended all the topics of fear and hope and said, ‘ 0 youths ' if ye 
understand not the value of the property, in the acqmsihon of which ye have 
suffered no toil, yc are excusable in the judgment of men of wisdom, but ye 
ought to know that wealth may be made the source of happiness in fhia 
world and m that which is to come, and whatever men seek of every degree 
in the two worlds may he secured by means of wealth, and all people seek 
for one of three conditions The first is abundance of worldly goods and an 


' Suydr may very well bo taken with chaahidah I have made it depend on ayydn, 
hocaiue that oonatrurtion is not eo common, and beeausc, taken by itself, chathldah corres- 
ponds better to paimvdah and tayy kardah, which are used simply, without on adverb 

® Keene makes kh-i dard the nominative b sonad, which it may very well be Old age is 
(ompared to a watch which is relievmg guard and beats a drum, or, os Keene takes i^the 
druol of pun beats the iLgnal for old age to reliOTo ^ard 
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ample supply of effeots and chattels, and this is de^d by the class Trhose 
ininH IB limited to drinkmg and dress, and labouimg for the fulfilment of 
sensual gratifications The second condiboii is exalted rank and eleration m 
dignity, and the olaes whose object this is, is that of the nobility and men of 
office , and it is unpoasible to attain these two conditLons save by wealth The 
third condition is the obtaining the reward of a future state, and the amving 
at the grades of rehgious excellence , and the class who look to this object are 
the people of salvation and pious eminence , and the acquisition of this dignity 
may be through lawful wealth, [according to the saying, "j ' Good is pure 
wealth to the man that ti pure,' ' and the Great Doctor of Mysticism has said in 
his Poem ’ 

COUFIBT 

If for tho Faith thou hoar'st thy wealth, ‘ It then,’ 

The Prophet saya, ‘la pure to nghtcous men’ 

"Wherefore it is plom that by the blessing of wealth, most objects ol pursmt 
are attained, and to get wealth without a profession, and the due quest of it, 
appears impossible, and if a person, ns is rarely the case, obtains it 
without toil, inasmuch as he has not undergone labour m acqmrmg it, he 
will assuredly, through uot knowing its worth and value, quickly pans it from 
his hands Therefore, having averted your faces £iom sloth, mclme towards 
tho acquisition of money, and employ yourselves m the some profession of 
traffic in which ye have for many years seen me engaged ’ The oldest son 
said, ‘ 0 Father' thou enjoinest us to acquire money, and this is repugnant to 
dependence on God, and 1 feel assured tliat whatever is predestined to me by 
fate will accrue to me although 1 employ no labour or exertion for it, and 
os to that which is not my destiny, however much 1 may exert myself in 
pursuit of it, it will bo all m vain 

VERSE 

Whiitc cr my fjto, will surely be my lot 
And that unfitted will, as sure, bo not 
Wliy then for that which I can ne’er obUin, 

Use fruitless efforts and crcrtiuns vain 

And I have hoard that a sage has said, ' That which was my destiny, though 
I have fled from it, has adhered to mo , and that which was not fated for 
mo, however much I have stuck to it, has fled from mo ’ "Wherefore, 
whether we undertake a profession or not, it is all the same 

UEHISTICB 

Eternal fate can ne'er bo overthrown 


* I have not found this in the Hadis, but there u Bomethmg hko it m the Mishkbtu-'l- 
Mashbih, rol 2, p 2, 1 3 

“ This couplet u from the Masnavi, or TOom of Jalliln’ddtn Muhanmiadu-’l-Ball^i, or 
’1-Konovl| more commonlv called Muulavi Rimi, who composed about A H 800 He 
founded a celebrated soot of darveehos at Cogni in hjatolm, oniThia work is regarded by them 
ns of equal authority with the ^uThn 
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A.ccOTdmgly, the story of those Two Fnnces is a proof of this, suioe one of 
them gamed the treasure of his father without toil, and the other — m the 
hope of that treasure— lost his country and the sovereignty ’ The father 
ashed, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 

STORY II 

The son said, ' In the country of Halab,' there was a king of prosperous 
fortune, and a sovereign of extensive sway, who hod experienced many 
viciBBitadeB, and seen many revolutions of night and day and he had 
two sons who were munersed m the whirlpool of the vanity of youth, and 
intoxicated with the inebnation of the wine of prosperity, inclined to gaiety 
and mirth, and employed in pleasure and amusement, while they hstened to 
the melody of this song from the voice of harp and bell ^ 

OOrpLET 

Be gay, for in the twinkling of an eye 
Autnmn will come, and life’s young spnng pass hy 

The kmg was a wise and experienced man , and he possessed an abundant 
supply of jewels, and immense treasures in money After considering the 
habits of hia sons, he feared, lest, after he was gone, they should cast those 
hoards that he had acquired mto the place of dissipation, and give them, 
on the occasion of then- roquiromont, to the wmd of destruction And in 
the neighbourhood of that city, there was a holy man, who had turned his 
back on worldly things, and was looking to prepare a store for the final 
state . 

COUPLET 

Inflamed those alUj^ionous rays that Hpnng 
From Godhead , and enamoured of heaven's king 

The monarch had a strong attachment to him, and reposed exceeding 
confidence m him He commanded all his treasures to be colleotod, (and m 
such a way that no one heard of it), buned them m the abode of the holy 
man, and left this parting injunction to the saint, that, when fickle fortune 
and unstable rank, should avert their faces from his sons, and the fount of 
prosperity, which, like the mirage, ppssesses nought but a semblance of 
reality, should be filled up with the mire of adversity, and his sons should 
become poor and necessitous, ho should inform them of that treasure , smee, 
perchance, after seeing dl-fortuno and expenencing trouble, they might be 
schooled, and expend it in a right way, and havmg tamed from profusion 
and dissipation, might observe the path of moderation The holy man 
aooepted the king’s bequest, and the latter with a view to his present object, 


‘ Aleppo 

‘ Tko thaghanah, saja the Dictionary, is a little staff with bells, which, when moved, 
rings out on nooompaniment to other instruments 
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preparod a dfiep pit m one of hu palacos, and made it appear as though he 
was burying his treamiTeg there, and caused his sons to he informed, that 
when neoeasity shewed itself, a sufficient store, which would amply supply 
their wants, was there treasured, and after these circumstances, m a diort 
time, both the king and the holy man accepted the divine invitation, and 
become msensible from the cup of ‘ livery soul shall taste of death ' * 

COUPLET 

From fate's cup noeda ninat ivery (hild of clay 
Drink at the wine ‘ All eai thly ihmijs decay ' ^ 

And that hoard which was huned in tlie cell of the devotee, remained hidden 
and concealed , nor did any one obtain information of it The brothers, after 
the death of their father, fell to strife and contention, with regard to the 
division of his dominions and ticasure, and the elder brother, by strength and 
valour, having got the masterj , took possession of all the etfocts, and left his 
younger brother afflicted and destitute The hapless [jinnee] deprived of all 
share in the office of government, and of all part of his patnmony, thought 
to himself that as the sun of good fortuno and jiowcr had set its face towards 
the wcsteni region of decline, and Heaven, exercising cruelty, had displayed 
the quality of insmcenty and alienation , to turn the taco a second time in 
search of woildly things, and to attempt again the once-attempted could 
effect no useful result 

VERSE 

Or old, or new, so transient is this earth ' Tis not in all one gram of barley worth 

Prepare a bettor kingdom then than this, Furaihe this cell and ope the dour to bliss 

'There is nothing better,’ thought he, ‘than that, as the rollar of torbnnc has 
escaped from the grasp of choice, 1 should take hold of the skirt ot reliance on 
God and contentment, and not let go the dignity of the Harvesh, which is a 
sovereignty without decay 

COUPLET 

The Dorrosh in whoso peaceful ccU, thy rays, Contentnioiit ' boom,’ 

Is poor in mind, but reigus m truih, a aoTcrcigii lord supreme ’ 

With this resolution ho issued from the city, and said to himself, ‘ Such a 
one, the devotee, was the friend of my father , my advisable course is to turn my 
face towards his cell, and at his feet commit the conduct of my devotions to 
the direction of abstinence ’ When he reached the abode of the holy man, 

' Ku'rkn, FI, oh iii 192, Mar 186, Salop 63,1 B ‘Every soul shall taste of death, and 
ye shall have your reward on the day of resurrection , and he n ho shall be far romovod from 
nell-flro, and shall be admitted into Foradiss, shall be happy , but the present life is only a 
deceitful proYisiou ’ Death is, in the text, compared to a banquet, os, m the Parables of the 
New Testament, the future world is compared to a feast , Matthew xxii 10 

* Kiir’kn, Iv 26, Sale, p 392, 1 23 ‘Every creature whii h hyeth on the earth is 
subject to decay , but the glorious and honourable coimtcnanoe of thy Lord shall remain fur 
evor ' The lines arc, lit ‘ Every one that is bom, to him it is noceasary without remedy to 
dnnk, from the oup of fate, the wine, ' Every sonl shall taste of death ' 

2 Lit ‘The darvesh who has the comer of contentment secured to him ’ Keene reads 
for kvng 
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he found ihat the parrot of his soul had taken £ight from the cage of the 
body, towards the Paradise ot‘ In a lofty garden,’^ and that tho cell of that 
luminous nund remamed empty For a time gnef and dejection at the oir- 
cumstance overcame him At length he chose that very spot for hia abode, 
and by way of discipleship he became the occupant and attendant ‘ of that 
ccU, and near the hermitage was a water-course, and they had dug a well 
outside the edifice, and made a way from it to the water-course, whence 
water flowed continually into the well, and the people of the hermitage® made 
use of it, and bathed and performed their ablutions with it One day the 
prince let down a bucket into the well There was no sound of water, and 
on his examimng it carefully, there was no water at the bottom of the well 
He reflected, saymg, ‘ Alas ' what accident has happened that no water comes 
into this wcU, and if a complete stoppage has found its way to the well, and 
the water-course, and it is altogether worn out, it will be unpoasible to con- 
tinue longer in this abode ’ Then in order to learn the certainty of the 
matter, he descended into the wcU, and mmutely inspected the sides and aU 
parts of it, and tho channel by which tho water came * All of a sudden an 
excavation met his view, from which a portion [of masonry] had fallen mto 
tho channel of the water and prevented it from flowing mto the well He 
reflected, ‘ Ah ’ whither does this excavation go ^ And where does this 
canty issue *' He then made the cavity larger, and he no sooner stepped 
into it than ho came upon the treasure of his father When the Pnnee 
beheld that wealth and immense sum of money, he prostrated himself in 
thanks to God, and said, ‘ Although this wealth is vast, and these gems beyond 
calculation, still I must not swerve from tho path of rchancc on God, and the 
highway of contentment, and T must bmit my expenses to my wonts 

HESaSTICH 

Till, what tho unknown future ahows, wc ace 
On the other side, the eldci brother being firmly established m his dommions 
took no thought for his subjects, and his ormy, and m hope of the imagmary 
treasure which he fancied to he m the palace of his father, expended all that 
ho could loy his hands upon, and from excess of haughtiness and pnde, made 
no enquinoB after his brother, and was ashamed of showing attachment to 


® Kur’ku, ch lin, 22, Sole p 420, 1 22 ‘On that diiy }o alioll ke presented 
before the judgment-aeat of God , and none of your aorret aetuma ahull be hidden 
And ho who slml have hia book delivered into hia nght hand ahall say, ' Take yo, read this 
my book , venly I thought that I should be brought to this my accouut he shall lead a 
pleasing hfo in a lofty garden, the fiuita whereof shall he near to gather ' 

^ 1 do not know a word that exactly translates mu^dwir It signideB ' tho religious 
attendant of a shrine ' Keene translates az aer-i irddat, ‘ m the warmth of his attachment ' 

’ A hermitage can hardly bo mbabited by more than one person , we might therefore 
tranalate aaum’aah ‘monastery,’ hut Keene rondors it ‘hermitage’ and justly, for ahl no 
doubt refoTB to a number of hermits who had succesaively oLcnpied the cell 

‘ As there was ho water wc must take ab via, rdh-ra fur the figure hcndiadya 
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him Suddenly on enemy aroac against him, and vith a numerous and 
warlike army advanced into his country The Frmce found his treasury 
empty, and his army unprovided and distressed He went to the place where 
hiB father had pointed out the treasury, in order that with that abundant 
wealth he might prepare a numerous host, [according to the Ba3ung,], ‘There 
w no Tti'ng voithmt mmi, and tm men without money ’ The more he exertM 
himself the less could he find any trace of the treasure, and the more he 
toiled and laboured the farther was he excluded from obtaining his object 

COUPLET 

Wouldst thou keep thyself from Borrow, then this counsel hear of me, 

Seek'et thou that to thee unfated, all thy toil wiU fruitless he 

And when he had altogether lost all hope of finding the treasure by a variety 
of devices, after issuing bonds,' ho contrived to get together a force, and 
directing his course to repel the enemy, issued from the city After the linos of 
battle had been drawn up on both sides, and the fire of slaughter had been 
kindled, an arrow from the ranks of the enemy’s force struck the elder 
Prmoe m a mortal place, and he fell dead on the spot , and from this side also, 
they discharged a abaft, and the strange kmg too was slain, and both armies 
were left disordered and leaderless It almost came to pass that the fire of 
revolt blazed up, and that the people of both kingdoms bad been con- 
sumed by the flame of confusion At last the chiefs of both anmes assembled 
and made search, with mutual consent, from the royal families and the im- 
perial stock, for a king of beneficent disposition and good quahhes, in order 
that they might consign to him tho duties of the empire and the conduct of 
state affairs The general opimon agreed in this conclusion, that the fortu- 
nate chief tho head of whoso auspiciousncss would be worthy of a diadem of 
exaltation, and the finger of whoso happiness would befit the signet-ruig of 
dominion, was that same devout Prmce The oflicerB of state went to the 
door of his cell, and with aU possible respect and reverence brought him from 
the comer of ohscunty to the court of acceptance, and from the nook of 
retirement to the high-place of the throne of lortune , and by the blesBrngs of 
rehance on the divine favour, he obtained the treasures of his father and 
was estahhshed m his kingdom And I have introduced this example in order 
to prove that the attainment of fortune is not dependent on exertion and 
labour, and that it is better to place trust in reliance on God, than to pillow 
oneself on one's own efforts 

\E11SE 

The best of all profeBsiona is to lean On Providonce — Can aught be lovelier seen 

Than faith? Trust then in God and struggle not Thou to thyself less true art than thy lot 
Wert thou but patient, what thy fate must be Will come and cling all lover-like to thee ' 

' So I have ventured to render tomaesuk namudah^ but it perhaps implies ' scraping forces 
together ’ 
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Wlien the son had concluded this story, the &.tlier said, ‘What thou hnat 
uttered is pure truth and justice, but this world is a world of means and 
caufloB, and the divine command has been issued accordingly, that, on causes, 
the happomng of events in general m this world should depend, and 
the profit of working for a hvelihood is greater than the rehance on Provi- 
dence, because the advantage of such reliance accrues to him that so relies, 
and no more , and the benefit of working circulates to others from the worker , 
and to convoy benefit to others is a proof of goodness, for, ' The leet of 
men u he who lenefita mankind,' and when any one has the abihty to benefit 
others, it is a shame if ho chooses to be idle and receive benefits from them 
but perhaps thou hast never heard the story of that man who after witnessmg 
what befell the Hawk and the Raven, neglected causation, and hence the divine 
wrath fall upon him The son asked ‘ How was that ’ ’ 

STORY III 

The father said, ‘ Thej relate that a darvosh was passing through a waste, 
and was meditating on the tokens of [God’s] mercy, and on themstanccs of divine 
power, when suddenly he beheld a swift royal falcon, which, holding a piece of 
flesh m its claw, was hovenng round a tree, and in the most extreme agitation 
circled near a nest The man was astonished at this circumstance, and stood 
for a tunc gazing at it He saw a Raven without feathers and unfledged 
lying m the nest, and the Hawk divided the flesh piece by piece, and m pro- 
portion to what the callow raven could swallow, placed the pieces m its 
mouth The man exclaimed, ‘ Glory to God * behold His kingly favor and 
infinite compassion, that m the comer of this nest a raven unfledged and that 
has neither power to fly, nor vigor to attack, is not left by Him without 
support 

VBEaE 

Earth's BUTfocti is His general table spread, There friend or foe is nought distinguished. 
And thence each daj His hounties are so wide, In Kaf the Simurgh finds its wants supplied 

"Wherefore it must assuredly he from weakness of faith and dulncss of behef, 
that I, ever occupied in quest of doily subsistence, remain afoot and unseated, 
and having plunged into the wildcmcss of grcodiness, by every sort of artifice 
procure my daily bread 

VEUBS 

The All-Provider will ensure me food. Why, like the base, then, stir in fretful mood > 
I with contented cheerful heart respire, I have my lot, 'tis all that I desire 

The best course is for me henceforth to place the head of freedom from care on 
the hnee of retirement, and draw the line of abrogation on the page of employ- 
ment and business 

HEMISTICH 

Food IS from Ood Most Blessed and Most High 
He then washed his hands of worldly concerns and sate down in a comer. 
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and fixed his heart aincerely os the gratuitous ' benefioenoe of the Causer of 
CaUBOB 

HEMISTICH 

Fonder not oausoe and the Csusor slight 

Fes' three days and nights he remained quiet in the comer of retirement, but 
no gratuitoua supply reached him from any channel, and every moment he 
became more attenuated and weak At last his mfirmities'’ came strongly^ 
upon hiTn and the recluse became mighty feeble, and was unable to perform 
the usual duties of worship and devotion Then God Most High sent to him 
the prophet of that age, and gave him a message, severely rebuking him, saying, 
' 0 creature of nune ! I have placed the pivot of the world on causes and 
means, and, though my omnipotent power can perform a thing without a 
cause, nevertheless my wisdom has mode this requisite, that things m general 
should he effected and brought about by causes, and hence the rule of an 
interchange of benefits is established Wherefore if thou canst be the means 
of imparting advantage to another, it is better than to he ohhgcd to bo suc- 
coured by others 

COUPLET 

Be hke the hawk — the quarry chase, aud food to others give, 

Not like the raven's callow brood, a remnant- cater, live ’ 

And I have mtroduced this story in order that thou mayost know that it is 
not practicable for every one to put aside the veil of secondary causes, and 
that commendable reliance on God is that which, mth a duo regard to means, 
momtams a firm faith, so oa to participate in that gracious promise, ‘ The 
%ndmtnous mm m the friend of God,’^ and a great authority has said, ‘Work 
lest thou become sick , and own that thy food is from God, lest thou be 
an mfidel ’ 

VEBSE 

Do not — to slothfulness — on God depend, 

The saying hcai, ' Who labmra u God frxmd ' ’ 

With labour be combined thy confidence, 

And, whilst thou toilest, trust Omnipotonoe 

The next son then began to say, ‘ 0 Father ’ we have not power to rely 
implicitly on God, wherefore there is no alternative hut to practice a 
profession , and when we engage in a profession, and God Most High, from 
the treoBUie of his bounties, provides us vtith wealth and property,* what 

* Eeene translates b!-'illai ‘faultless,’ butlam convinced thataplay uponwurdsis intended, 
sod that the meamng is ‘ the causeless (gratuitous) beneficence of the Causer of causes ’ 

’ There is here on oxymoron m duf rit ha-kwwat and in hamy dalf which is lost in 
Seene’s translation 

“ From this Arabic proverb probably is denved the old mon kish one ‘ Lahorare est orere,' 
and our clever rendering thereof ‘Work is worship ’ 

*_ For mandl the only meanmee given ui the Dictionary are 'Mode, manner, way, dis- 
ponfion ’ The word is probably cnoeeu heie to chime with mdl, but it must mean ' wealth, 
opnlMuie' 
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moat we do with it ^ ' The father aaid, ‘ To amasa wealth is easy, but to keep 
it and derive advantage from it, is difflcult,' and when any one acquires 
wealth, he must know two neceasary things the one, to take care of it m 
such a mannor that it may be safe from inroads and consumption, and that 
the hand of the thief and the robber and the cut-purse, may be kept bach 
from it, smcc gold has many friends and the possessor of it many a foe 

OODPLET 

Heaven does not stnko the poor and needy crowd, 

It strikes the pompous gathering of the proud 

The second thmg is, that he should reap the benefit of the profits, but not 
squander the principal, for if men spend everything from then capital, and 
are not contented with the interest, in a short tune the dust of annihilation 
will nsc up from it 

vpnsE 

A sea to which no waters flow. Dry to the footstep soon would grow 

Dig from a \iill and nought return, Thou soon that hill 'uouldat oyerturn 

Whoever is without income, and contmually expends money, or whose 
expenses are greater than his income, will eventually fall mto the vortex of 
want, and it is probable that hia affairs will terminate m dostrnction, like that 
wasteful Rat which destroyed itself from gnef’ The son asked ‘How 
was that’’ 

STORY IV 

The father said, ' They have related that a former had placed m a bom a 
quantity of com for a store, and had closed up the doors of expenditure there, 
in order that in the day when exocssive want and extreme necessity should 
arrive,’ he might be able to derive advantage from it By chance, allot — who 
from exceeding greedmess, desired to steal gram from the granary of the 
moon,’ and to snatch, with the claw of rapacity, the cluster of the Pleiades 
from the com-fleld ol the sky — had its abode m the vicmity of that spot, and 
its nest in the neighbourhood of that bam He was continually hurrowmg 
under-ground m every direction, and with hia stone-rending teeth he every- 
where made excavations All at once, his mmmg operations terminated 
m the midst of the gram, and from the roof of his house, grams of wheat 
like bright-fading stars from the sky, come pounng down The rat saw 
that the promise, ‘ Yoti/t amtenance *» in the heaven,^ was fulfilled , and that 

' Lit ‘ When want should reoich (’xcess, and need, extremity ' 

a tndh ' the halo round the moon/ but Uirrmn by itself means ‘ harvest 

granBry’ An equivoque u ttereforo intended here, and ogutmued in khi^hah which 
mesne ‘ ear of oom ’ ‘ cluBtei of Iruit,’ as well 09 ‘ cluster of stars ' It ir impowible to 
preserve the pun m Enghsb ^ 

■ Kur’tn, oh h 22, Sale p 384, 1 15 'There ore signs of tho divine power and 
goodness m the earth to men of sound understanding, ond alro m your ownselves will ye 
not ^ eonflider? ‘Your true sustenance is in^c heaven,' and also that which ye sre 
promised * ^ 
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tlie 4ari[ sajiitg, ‘ Seei ye your food, t» tht reomto of tho earth,’ was cleared up. 
He tliera performed the duties of fhanksgiyiug for the display of those blessiiigB, 
and, by the acquisitiou of those pieoious jewels, having obtained great 
opulence, he began to assume the proud demeanour of £&rdn' and the 
arrogant pretensions of Pharaoh, and in a short space of tune the rats in 
that quarter became acquainted with the oiroumstancos, and gut the waist of 
service in attendance upon him 

COCPLKT. 

The treacheroua friends thou soeest here Arc flies that round tho sweets appear 

Pnends of the trencher and companions of the cup assembled near him, and — 
as their custom is — adoptmg a course of flattery, uttered not a word, save such 
as would suit hiB mclmatiou and gratify his humor, nor loosed their 
tongue except in bis eidogy and praise, and m thanking and blessmg 
him, Ho too, hke one demented, opened his mouth m boastmg and vam- 
glonous talk, and hia hand m rumous expenditure , in the idea that the grain 
of that b uildin g would not come to an end, and that wheat would contmuously 
be showered down and descend from that orifice Every day ho expended a 
largo portion of it on his companions, and having no regard to the final issue, 
turned not from the thought of tu-day, to the anxious rare for tho morrow 

HEMISTICH 

To day, cup-hoarer> wme wo'U drink, ‘to-moirow,’ who has sem* 

And at tho season that the rats were engi eased with jileaeuro in that retired 
comer, the cold hand of famme and dearth had cast down the people, and tho 
fire of hunger was kindled m tho breast of the afiheted poor On every side 
they offered a loved ohjeot for bread, and no one listened to them, and in all 
duBctions they desired to sell theu household goods for a dish of meat, and 
no one would buj' 

VBnSF 

AU longed & round nt bread to boo, but ibey 
Nought could behold but the round orb of day ^ 

Tho Tvorld was straitened in that stem dutress, 

The hungry wailed — the full were pitiless. 

The BiTogant Rat havuig apread out the carpet of luxunouB delight, had no 
intelligence of the famine, nor was acquainted with the scarcity of the season^ 
When aome days had passed, the occasion becEiine one of life and death to tho 
farmer, and tho knife reached the bone Ho opened the door of tho building 
and saw that extensive damage had accrued to the gram Then heaving a 
cold sigh from hiB heart inflamed [with gnef], and, suffering much sorrow for 


^ Korah, wbO| ns the Muhammadans say, was the cousin of Moses, and paneled with 
him on being idvised to consecrats a portion of his immense nebes to God £eene renders 
the word KaHtn * Ctcbsus ’ ^ 

3 There is here a very sorry but not uncommon attempt at a witticism A round loaf of 
bread is compared to the round orb of the sun 
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that loss, heaaid to himaeli, ‘ It la not the proceeding of a wise man to lament 
in a matter the remedy of -which la beyond the hnuta of poaaibihty Now it 
appeara best to collect the romaimng grain that is left m thia building, and to 
convey it to another place Then the farmer burned hunaelf with carrying 
out the amall portion that remained , and m that place the Rat, who imegmed 
himaelf the owner of the house and lord of the edifice, was asleep , and 
the other rats, from their excessive greediness and cupidity, did not hear the 
sound of the fanner's feet, and the noise of the coming and gomg, above their 
heads But one among them, an acute rat, having guessed how matters 
stood, ascended the roof to ascertain [what was gomg on] and, from a crevice, 
observed the real state of the case Ho came down forth-with, and havmg 
told hiB friends the substance of the story, flung out of the hole, and they too 
went out, each fri a comer, and left their patron alone 

VEliSE 

Thy friends arc all on pnnngs set, Each loves thee for what he can get 

As thy wealth falls thee, love grows loss, For their own ends, thy fall they'd bless 

From such a band of false allies, To part, nor call thorn friends, were wise 

Tho next day when the Rat hfted his head from the pillow of repose, 
however much ho looked to tho left and right, he saw none of his friends, 
and the more he scrutinised, both before and bchmd, the less he discovered 
any traces of his compamons He began to bewail himself, and said, 

COVPIPT 

What has become of those, my friends that wore, I do not know 
Alas ' what can the matter be, that they have loft me so >' 

When, in order to ascertain what they were about, he — after a long interval, 
dunng which he had chosen to live retired — issued from the comer of his 
dwellmg, and got intelligence of tho calamitous dearth md the miserable 
distress and scarcity — m the utmost perturbation, he hastened home that he 
might exert himself to the utmost in taking care of the store he possessed 
When he reached his house, he saw not a trace of the grain, and he then 
mounted through that hole into the granary, and there was not as much there 
for him to eat, as would suffice for one night's food Thereupon his endu- 
rance being folded up,’ he began to rend the coUar of his life -with the hand 
of affliction, Emd struck the head of insanity so often on the ground, that his 
brains were scattered, and by the lU-fortuno of his wasteful living, he fell 
into the vortex of destmction and nun And the moral of this story is, that 
a man’s expenses ought to be m proportion to his income, and he should 
enjoy huDself -with the mterest of the principal he possesses, and should be 
careful of it in such a manner that no detriment may accrue to his capital 
stock 

’ Td^ IS here used for tho jmgle with idk thudan^ according to the fricfaonBry, 

Bigmfles ‘to be folded' So his patience resembled clothes folded up, and ready to 
be put away. 
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COVTLltl' 

Evsr thy inoomo and expanse eiurey, Contract expenses as thy means decay ' 

And when the fathet had concluded this tale, the younger son arose and 
adorned the preamble of his discourse with benedictions and praise of hia 
father, and said, ' O father ’ after one has taken care of his property 
according to rule, and has obtained fiih interest from it, how should he 
expend that interest ^ ’ The father said, ‘ The mean in everything is to be 
commended, especially as regards the mode of hving Wherefore it behoves 
the possessor of wealth, after obtammg his profit, to pay regard to two 
other rules First, let him shun mcongruous expenses and outlays, lest these 
bring forth repentance, and he loose the tongue of sarcasm against him , and, 
m pomt of fact, the squandenng one’s resources, and profuse expenditure 
are a temptation of the devil [as it is said,] ‘ For the profuse are brethren 
of the devils ’ ' 

Men of 1 noble nature, leas eacbew The parsimonioua, than the profligate 

The liberal please all hearts in aU they do , But that moat pleases which is moderate 

Secondly It is necessary that he should avoid the disgrace of stmgmess, and 
the shgma of miserly conduct, smee the miser has on ill name, both m 
spiritual and worldly things, and a worldly avancious man is at all times the 
object of reproach and as wretched as his foes could wish,® and the hoards of 
the miser become, m the end, the butt of the shaft of ruinous expenditure 
and waste Thus, for example, when water is contmually flowing into a large 
reservoir from sundry channclB, and has not an outlet proportioned to the 
influx, it of uecessity seeks a passoge in every direction, and hursts out 
from every comer So the walls of the reservoir are cracked, and in the end it 
is ruined and destroyed, and the waters are dispersed abroad on all sides and in 
all directions ‘ IFarn the nnirr of a casualty or an heir,” 

BTAIfrA 

The wealth the muei naught enjoyed is east, 

By the rude hand of spoilers, to the wind. 

Or has to same ungrateful heir now passed. 

Who but with loathing calls his name to mind ’ 

When the sons had heard the admomtioiLs of their father, and hod fully 


1 Kur'hn, eh ivu 29, Sale, p 212,1 16 ’ And waste not thy substance profusely, for 

the profuse are brethren of the devils , and the devil was ungrateftu to his Lord ’ 
s Keene reads duthman-t kdm, and translates ‘the enemy of joy ’ 
s I have taken the readmg of the hthographed edition, which is lashshin 'Ulalehila It 
hdAim au wdnsm The printed edition reads naahir ladl, which I take to be a typo- 
graphical error, but if not, it must be nuihara indla, ‘ The wealth of the miser is scattered,' 


etc, One MS. reads biuMm mdlu, snd another, 
which la evidently corrupt 


lAjjljl J-inll JL. 
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recoguiaed the udvanta^s of hie words, each made choice of a profesBion, and 
engaged m busmesB , and the oldest of them' betooh himself to commerce, 
and embarked on a distant journey, and he had with him two baggage oxen, 
such that the bull of heaven did not possess tho power of contending with 
them m strength , and the celestial hon from their fierceness and the awe 
they mspued, hid, hke a cat keeping a fiist, the claw of terror in tho paw of 
helplessness 

COirlBT 

Elophantino in body and holla in fight. In their motion majestic, and matchless in might 
The name of one was Shanzabah,* and of the other, Mandabah , and the 
worthy merchant always managed them and attended to their condition 
hunsclf As, however, the time of the journey waxed long and they 
traveised great distances, debility mode mroads mto their condition, and the 
mark of weakness was displayed on the aspect of their state By chance, in 
the midst of tho way a vast slough intervened, and Shanzabah stpek therein 
The merchant commanded, so that by every device they brought him out, 
and as he had not power to move, [his owner] hired a man and appointed him 
to the charge of the ox , and it was fixed that as soon os he gamed strength 
ho should bimg him to the caravan The huehng abode one or two days m 
tho jungle, and became dispirited by being alone, and abandoning Shanzabah, 
earned the news of his death to tho merchant , and m that stage, Mandabah, 
from excess of fatigue and through parting from Shanzabah, died But 
Shanzabah, in a short space oi time, having regamed his strength, wandered 
in every direction m search of a meadow for grazing, until he reached a 
mead adorned with a variety of fragrant hcibs, and clothed with plants of 
different kinds Paradise, trom envy of that garden, bit the finger of 
jealousy , and heaven opened the eye of admiration m survepug it 

covFLEr 

In lloworB and verdure fresli npsprung, and waters flowing there, — ■ 

(Avaunt, lU glances ''') you might it with Paradise compare 

Shanzabah was pleased with that spot, and deposited the frimiture of 
residence in tho expanse of that meadow, and when he had for a tune 
grazed in that pasture, without any bond of constraint or troublesome fetter,* 
and hod lived, according to the wish of his heart, in that exhilarating air and 
heart-expanding plam, he became excessively robust and stout Tlie dehght 


‘ Here the story for the first tunc coincides with the Hitopadosha ITie tale of Shanzabah 
eoiresponds with tho story of Sanjlvaka, Hitopadesha, booh 2 (‘ The separation of Fnends ’) 

“ All the MSS I have seen, and the lithographed edition, read ‘ Shatrabah,' hut tho 
Diotioimry eiplams ' Shatrabah' os being a corrupted form of Shanzabah I have' therefore 
retained the Utter 

* Orientals fancy that tho evil eye affects everything beautiful, en the poet would repel 
its influence from the Paradise he is descnbing 

* Lit ‘ Fetter nf aniioyanrc ’ 
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of ease and enjoyment of repose, carried imn so far, that from the abundance 
of his gaiety, he uttered loud heUo'wmge And in the neighbourhood of that 
meadow lived a Lion, who inspired great awe from his savage and ferocious 
nature Many wild animals' had girded themselves m his service, and 
countless beasts of prey had placed the head of obedience on tlie Imc’ of his 
commandment, and the Lion from the pnde of youth and the arrogance of 
dominion and success and the multitude of his servants and the number of 
hiH retmue, fancied no one superior to hunsolt, and despised the swift- 
chargmg tiger and the hugc-bodied elephant , but he had never seen an ox 
nor heard the voice of one When the bcllowmg of Shanzabah reached him, 
he was much dismayed, and from fear that the beasts should discover that 
alarm had found the way to him, he moved nowhere, and remamed quiet m 
one spot And in his tiain were two subtle jackalB, one named Solllah, and 
the other Damnah, and both of them were fumed for sagacity and acuteness 
Damnfth, however, was the cleverer, and moie eager in puisuit of rank and 
fame He, by his quickness ot perception, discovered that fear had over- 
come the Lon, and that lu' was intent on something which was passing 
through his mmd He said to Kah'lali, ‘ What sayest tliou as to the state 
of the king, in that he has abandoned the pleosurcablcness of exercise, and 
lias fixed himself m one place ^ 

COUPLEl 

Tilt (.iiriiH of ‘:iiiTow ou liis biiiw Tfll that his heart is pensive now ' 

Kalfloh rephed, ‘What business hast thou with this question’' and what is 
thy concern with the uttering of this speech ^ 

HEMISTICH 

Wlicro thou ' and where diatoursc ol state affairs I ’ 

And we m the coiiit ol tins King obtain our food and pass our tunc tranquilly 
under the shade of his foitunos Be satisfied with this and retrain from 
inquisitiveness into the secrets of kings, and scanning too narrowly then 
affairs, for wo oic not of the degree to be honored with the confidence of 
monarchs, or that with pnnoos there should be room for attention to our 
words , wherefore it is idle and superfluous to talk of them, and whoever 
superfluously meddles with what does not befit him, meets with what the Ape 
met with ’ Damnah inquired, ‘ How was that ’ ’ 


' Ki'cnc translates epuAusA ‘ gentle animals,’ Imtl am ignorant of any authority for such a 
meaning to the word, 

' I am inclmed to think Matt here means ‘Imc’ in the sense of ‘wntmg’ rather than in 
that of ‘ edge,’ as it is usual to express reverence tor a command oontamed in a letter, by 
raising the paper to the hcEid 

’ This form of expression is u eomniun mode of indicating disorepancy between two things 
So in Hinddstkni, ‘ Where Bk]k Bhoj ' and where the oilmaii Qangk '' 
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STOllY V 

Kolilah said, ‘ They have related that a Monkey saw a Carpenter sitting upon 
a piece of timber, which he was cutting, and he had two wedges, one of which 
he hammered into the cleft of the wood, so that the cuttmg was facilitated, and 
the passage for the going and rotummg of the saw was widened, and when 
the fissure passed a certain hmit he knocked m the other wedge aod drew out 
the former one, and in this manner he continued working The Monkey amused 
himself with looking on suddenl}' the Carpenter, in the middle of his work, on 
some urgent occaaion, got up and went away, and when the Monkey saw the 
coast clear he immediately seated himaeK m the piece of wood, and in that 
portion where it was cut asunder, the lower parts of his body went down into the 
cleft The Ape drew out of the cleft of the timber the wedge that was in front, 
before hanunermg in the other, and as soon as it was extracted the two 
diTisions of the wood closed and the hinder parts of the monkey were firmly 
fixed in the midst of the log The wrotched Ape, agonized by the pom, 
screamed out and said, 

rourcET 

‘ Each ouc un oirth his own affons should do 
AVho docs not thus, does vastly ill, ’tis true 

My business is to pluck fruit, not to handle a saw, and my profession is to 
look about me m the jungle, not to chop with hatchet and adze 

HEMISTICH 

To one so acting it will hapjicn thus ’ 

The Ape was thus sohloquizmg, when the carpenter returned and handled 
him as ho deserved , and the affairs of the Monkey terminated through that 
offlciousnesB m lus destruction, and hence they have said, 

HEMISTICH 

SuK carpenters' is not a monkey’s work 

And I have mhoduced this example that thou mayest know that every one 
should do his own business, and not step beyond bis duo limits, and ‘ For 
tvery iMsidess there are men ’ And how finely have they said, 

COUPLET 

This proverb of a friend I would recall, ‘All have thou work and there is work for all ’ 
Give up this affair which is no busmess of thine, and regard the small 
provision and food which reaches us, as a piece of good fortune ’ Damnah 
said, ‘ Every one who seeks to bo about the persons of longs, ought not to do 
so for the soke of food and provision, smcc the stomach is filled m all places 
and with all thmgs But the advantage of attendance on pnncBS is the 
obtaining of high office, m order that in that position one may, by favor, 
gratify hia friends and deal rigorously with his enemies And every one, 
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wiliise spmt can atoop to tke conBidenition of mere food, la to be reckoned 
with brutea, like a hungry dog who is pleased with a bone, and a mean- 
spirited cat that 18 content with a crumb of bread , and I have observed, 
that if a hon is choamg a hare, should he see a wild asa, he diacontmuea 
[chosmg hiB first quarry] and turns to pursue the wild ass 

COVFLEI 

Be ever lofty-souled, far aa may be Thy spirit, God and man will value thee 

And whoever has attained a lofty station, though his life should he short as 
that of a fiower, BtiU, on account of lua fair fame, the wise attribute to him. 
long life , and he who bows the head to servihty and meanness of soul, 
though he may abide for a long time like the leaf of the pine, yet, m the 
opinion of men of eminence, he finds no esteem, and they make no account 
of him ’ 

COUPLET 

Ho that 18 famous, S'odi, never dies , But ho is truly dead whom men despise 

Kalllah aaid, ‘ The pursuit of dignities and high of 8 .ces beseems that class, 
who by the nobleness of theur descent and the grace of their manners and 
high birth, poasess a fitness and capacity for such things , and we ore not of 
this order so as to bo suited to lofty stafions, or that wc should advance the 
step of exertion in pursuit of them 

COUPLET 

My dreomings are os boundless os the illimitablo sea , 

Alas ' cm such vam longings lu this atom’s scheming ho f ’ 

Danmah said, ‘ The souroo of greatness is intellect and accomplishments, not 
race and descent Every one who possusscB a clear understanding and a 
perfect judgment, raises himself from a low oiigm to on exalted rank, and 
whoever has a weak mind and a mean mteUoct, brngs himself down from a 
lofty position to a low rank 

8TAII7A 

By aid of lofty sense and prudouee high, Man costs the uaoso of scisurc on the sky ‘ 

If the soul's vision opo not by emprise, The sight to lofty thmgs cun never rise 

And the anoionts have said that elevation to exalted rank is attainable only by 
great trouble , and descent from an honorable station is brought^bont with 
httle pams , as one can lift on one’s shoulder ftom the ground a heavy stone 
only with great exertion, and must by the slightest movement, drop it to the 
earth , and hence it is that no one is able to rchah the pursuit of lofty things, 
save a man of high spirit who possesses the ability of undergoing labour 

COUPLET 

Love, 0 my soul ^ beseems not those lu delicacy bred, 

The much-endumig brave nlaue con m this tumult tread 
Eveiy one who seeks the mdulgenee, ‘ Ohewtty •« ease,’ havmg washed his 


1 That IB — attaiEs the highest dignities 
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hjmda of honor, wiU, to all time, remain a recluse in the comer of abasement 
and nTiftilfiltn p-nt of hia wishes, and he who dreads not the thorny ground of 
‘ Kotwntty li a miifortune,’ will m a short time pluck the rose of hia wish, 
and ait in the flower-garden of honor on the cushion of pleasure 

BTANZA^ 

None will be honored till they suffer gnef, and tod, and pun, 

The ruby must effnae its henrfe blood,* ere it value gain 
Ne'er did the traveler trace out in the scroll of happiness, 

Clear from blot of toil and troablo, the handwriting of success 

Sat perhaps thou host never heard the story of those two compamous, one of 
whom by the endurance ot toil and hardship, reached the pmnacle of regal 
dignity, and the other, through indolence and self-indulgence, remamed in the 
abyss of want and distress ’ Kaldah said ‘ How was that 

STOHY VI 

Damnah said, ‘ Two friends, one of whom was named Sdlim, and the other 
Ghanun,* were joumeymg on a road, and, m company with one another, 
traversed the balting-pkces and stages It happened that they passed along 
the skirt of a mountain, whose peak kept rem-and-rem with the bay courser 
of the sky, and whose waist was girt so as to keep shrmp-to-stirrup with tho 
surface of the celestial girdle , * and at the foot ot the mountain there was a 
fountam of water, in clearness like tho cheek of fresh-faced, rosy-cheeked 
[beauties], and in sweetness like the speech of augai-hpped, swcct-spokcn 
[fair ones] In fi'ont of this fountain a large reservoir had been made, and 
around it umbrageous trees interlaced their tops 

VEUSE 

Here branches of sweet shrubs their odours gave, 

And hcio tall trees (their graceful) foliage wave 
The lijocmth the cypress-foot attends, 

The violet before the lUy bends 

In short those two comrades arrived fi'om the terrible wilderness at that ter- 
mination of their day's journey, and seemg it to bo a pleasant spot, and an 
exhilarating restmg-placo, stopped there for their accustomed repose , and 
after restmg themselves, passed along in every direction on all sides of 


* The Orientals have a notion that a stono gradually hardons into, and assumes the hue 
of a ruby So Sa’di, (luhsthn (page 286 of the author's translation) 

'Tie years before the pebble con put on 
The ruby’s nature Wilt thou on a stone. 

In one short moment mai what time has done ? 

® Shlim, I e , ‘ safe ' f^fijuni, i o , ' loaded with spoil * 

’ Keene’s version of this passage seems scarcely intelligT^le ' Whose waist might bind the 
vault, whose girdle u the zodiac, stirrup to stirrup ’ There is, as is too often the case in. 
high-flown Persian, a confusion of metaphors The mountain is said to be girt with the 
zodiac and to race with it on such equal terms as to keep stirrup to stirmp I take 
aastarasA ss the nomuiative to iatli, and supply, t,hvd-ra 
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ihe reservoii and ibuutaui and looked about them on every aide All 
at once they saw — on Ihe margin of the reservoir, on the Bide whence the 
water came — a white stone, and on it written, in emerald charoctera — such that, 
save with the pen of omnipotence and on the page of wisdom chaTactcTB like 
them could not be traced — ^thcac words, ‘ 0 traveler ' who ‘ hast honored this 
spot by alighting here, know that we have provided entertainment for our gueata 
after the best manner, and prepared the tables of advantage in the moat excellent 
fashion , hut the condition is that thou shouldst plunge over-head into this 
fountain, and without dread of the danger of the eddy, or of the terrors of the 
vortex, get to shore aa heat thou eanst , and at the foot of the mountam we have 
placed a lion carved out of atone, which thou must raise on thy shoulder, and 
without hesitation or delay, must convey thyself in one run to the top of the 
mountain, nor desist from thy undcrtakmg from fear of the ravenous beasts 
that may cross thy path, nor of the sharpness of the heart-transfixing 
thorns which may lay hold of thy skirt , for when the course is finished the 
tree of desire wiU hear fruit ’ 

auATlUIN 

No ball n reached until the jounii) 's dune 
Through mortal ngonicB our will we goiii 
And though the uniieraal world attain 
The splendours of success , o'eu then not one 
Deem would him gild, who give* himself no pain 

After acquainting himaolt with the purport of this inscription, Ghamm turned 
to Salim with these words, ‘ 0 brothei ' como on, m order that we may 
traverse this arena of danger with the steps of toil, and may display every 
endeavour that is possible to loaxn the particulurs' of thii. talisman ’ 

tOlTLEr 

Either, successful, on high heuven to tread , 

Or, with a Taliiint aim, lay down our head 

Sahm said, ' 0 friend beloved, from a mere legend, whose writer is unknown, 
and of the truth of which we are ignorant, to embark m a prodigious penl , 
and on the idea of an imaginary advantage and a supposed benefit, to precipi- 
tate oneself mto a great danger is a proof of fatuity No sensible man 
takes certain poison along with a quesbonablc antidote, nor does any reason- 
able person wilhngly undergo ready-money labour for pleasure on credit 

conn FT 

A wise man thinks a moment's pam outweighs 
An age of ease and countless happy days ’ 

* The printed and lithogr^hcd editions omit the k\h, which, as the MSS shew, should 
precede in mazmi-rd The former has a typographical error directly after, mtmannf for 
mwharraf 

* ITamd Aipd, * as things are,’ ^ as the affair stands ' Perhaps a play upon words is intended 
with iumdhah, which signifies ‘ binding an amulet on the arm ’ 

Lit. ‘ A thousand years of enjoyment ' 
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replied, ‘ 0 tind foend • the love of ease is the foreruimer of igno- 
miny and disgrace, and the undertaking of danger the tcdien of fortune end 
honor 

STAUZA. 

Those easy souls, who venture nought, 

Ne'er then hearts glaxlden with success 
Who fear the revel's after-thonght, — 

With vinous aches and throhbings fraught — 

Ne'er drain the bowl of happiness 

The will of the high-spirited man stoops not to a comer and an aUowance of 
food, nor, till he obtains a lofty situahon, docs he desist from the pursuit 
One cannot gatlier the rose of pleasure without the thorn of toil, nor open the 
door of one's wish without the key of labour, and as for me, resolution will 
seize the reuis and carry me to the top of the mountain, and I shall have no 
dread of the whirlpool of calamity, nor of the endurance of the load of hardship 

CUCPLEl 

Should toil in the soarch befall us, well it may be so, 

When wc long fur Makka’s temple, gladly through the wastes we go ’ 

Salim rejoined, ‘ Grunted that for the perfume of the sprmg of good-fortune 
one may put up with the disorder of the autumn of adversity, neveitheless to 
advance m a path which has no end, and to float on in an ocean whose 
shore is not viaiblo, is far removed from the path of discretion , and it 
behoves every one who commences an undertaking, to examine its issue os 
well as he knows its hcgmning, and, casting his glance from the commence- 
ment of the affair to the end, to weigh the loss and gam of it, m order that 
he may not undergo vain toil, and not give to the wind of annihilation the 
ready money of his precious life 

TERSE 

Till thou hast first made sure thy stepping-plutc, 

Step thou not onward m pursuit of aught. 

And m each matter that thou dost embrace, 

Se first a cronce for cscapcmcmt sought 

It may be that they hnvo written this mscnption for a joke, and msenbed 
these characters for mockery and sport, and this fountam may be a whirlpool, 
such that it IB impossiblo to reach the bank by swinmung, and, if escape from it 
be attained, it is probable that the weight of the stone lion may be so great that 
one cannot lift it on one’s shoulder, and were that, too, effected, it is possible 
that one could not reach the top of the mountain m a smgle run, and if all 
this be BCGomplished, it is quite unknown what the result may bo, In fine, 
I go not along with thee m this huauiess, and, moreover, dissuade thee from 
advancing farther m the matter ’ Qhanim said, ' Cease these words, smee I 
will not turn back from my mtention for any man’s words, nor will break the 
resolution I have formed, for all the doubts that the ‘ tmpi n/ men or genii' can 
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suggest , and I know tliat thou host not the strength to accompany me, and 
wJl not agree to bear me company Well, then, look on at the spectacle, 
and aid with thy prayers and good wishes 

COUPLET 

No power hast thou to dram the cup, I ween. 

Come, new at least the gay earousmg scene' 

Sdlim perceived that he was a man of an unchangeable impulse in his 
undertakmga, and said, ' O brother ’ I see that thou wilt not be restrained by 
my advice, and that thou wilt not abandon this thing which ought not to be 
done , and I cannot bear to look on at this affair, nor can I find amuse- 
ment in a thing which does not suit my feelings and is not approved by my 
heart I see my beat course to be this — 

HEMISTICH 

1 from this whirlpool must my things remove > 

He then placed the baggage he had, on his beast, and bade his friend 
farewell, and set forward on his journey Ghi nim , having washed his heart 
of hiB Mo, came to the brink of the lountam, and said, 

COUPLET 

, rU dive down into thaa widc-flowing sea, Or there to bink, or hnng hack pearls with me ' 
Then binding firmly round Ins waist the skirt of resolution, he stepped into 
the fountain 

COUPLET 

Xo lountam that — but there an ocean flowed 
That the false semblance of a fountain shewed 

Ghanim saw that that fountain was a dangerous wlurlpool, but keepmg a 
stout heart, by swimming boldly, leaehed the shore of dehverj', and having 
come to the edge of the water and recovered hunself, he by strength and 
might, lifted the stone hon on his back, and voluntarily submitting to a 
thousand kinds of labour, bi ought himself in one run to the top of the 
mountain, and on that side of the mountain he saw a great city with an 
agreeable climate and a heart-expanding country 

COUPLLI 

In goodness it with Eden might compare, And was like Irom's garden — fresh and fair 
Ghdniiu having halted on the siminut of the mountain, was looking towards 
the city, when suddenly, from that hon of stone, a temble sound issued, such 
that the mountain and plain shook, and that noise having reached the city, 
many persons came out from the light and left, and turning their faces 
towards the mountam, advanced towards Ghdnun Ghdnim looked on with 
a wondering gaze, and was astonished at the multitudes of people, when, all 


* Keeflc renders this line, ‘That I should carry forth my own baggage from this pathless 
wilderness’ I cannot think that uatiah canrclcr to anything hut the whirlpool, here 
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of a sudden, a company of grandees and nobles came and performed the 
ceremonies of salutation, and offered the praises due to him, and having 
seated him, with the greatest respect, op a fleet courser, conveyed him 
towards the city, and after washing hia head and body with rose-water and 
camphor, arrayed him in royal robes, and, with all honor and reverence, 
delivered mto his able hands the rem of the sovereignty of that country 
Upon Cihamm's inquiring into the nature of these cirtumstaiices, he was 
answered m the following manner, ‘ In the fountain that thou sawest, wise 
men have framed a talisman and fashioned that stone lion with every land 
of care and consideration with regard to the rising of the degrees and the 
aspects of the fixed stars and planets, and whensoever a respected person 
resolves to cross the fountain, and lift up the lion and ascend to the summit 
of the TOOuntain, this circumstance will undoubtedly coincide with the 
decease of the monarch of this city Thereupon the lion utters a sound, 
and the noise thereof havmg reached the city, tht' people come foith, and 
having raised this man to the sovereignty, pass their lives tranquilly under 
the shelter of his justice mitd the time when his turn, too, omips 

IILHISTICH 

When one departb anothii Utes liis pkci 

And when, by command of God, the sun of the cxistenie ot the ruler 
of this country sets m the honzon of death, Bimultancously therewith, the 
star of the grandeur of that fortunate person exhibits its ascension from the 
summit of this mountain and long ages have passed since this rule has been 
established after this same custom that has been mentioned , and thou art 
to-day the king of this city and the ruler of this age 

HBMtSTICll 

I'hi' malm ih fhini — t'ommand whutc’rr thnu wilt 
Ghanim pel cell cd that the endurance of all those foils was through the 
requirement ot tortune 

COUPLET 

When fortune lomts to lend her willing aid, 

She makes all issue as it sliould be made 

And I have introduced this example m order that thou mayest know that 
the draught of delight and enjoyment is not without the sting of annoyance 
and trouble , and to whomsoever the desire of exaltation arises, he will not be 
trampled doivn by any base person, nor be content with a low rank or a mean 
station , and I, until I obtain the digmty of the Lion's confidence, and am 
admitted mto the number of those who stand nearest to his presence, will 
not lay my head on the pillow of repose, nor stretch out my feet on the 
conch of relaxation ’ Ualflah said, ‘ "Whence hast thou been able to grasp 
the key of this door ’ and how hast thou conceived the idea of entering mto this 
affair ^ ’ Damnah said, ‘ At this crisis, when alarm and uncertainty has found 
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way to the Lion, I mean to put myaelf in his way, and it is probable 
that, by imbibing the cordial of my advice, he may recover his cheerfolncBit, 
and by this meane my propinquity and rank in his presence will be 
increased ’ Kalilah said, ‘ How vnU thou obtain propinquity and access to the 
Lion ’ and even should it be so, thou hast not been used to the services of kings, 
and knowest not the customs and ceremonies [to be observed] in their atten- 
dance In a short tune, therefore, thou wilt lose what thou hast acquired, 
and thou wilt not agam be able to apply any remedy for this ’ Damnah 
rejomed, ‘When a man is wise and able, the undertaking matters of impor- 
tance has nothing injurious for him, and any one who has confidence in his 
own abihties, will acquit himself satisfaetonly of every busmess upon which ho 
enters And another thing is this, if fortune manifests herself, she will shew the 
way to ull that is required as it has come down te ua m history that the 
Buii^ of the prosperity ot a tradesman having been exalted, he obtained 
the royal dignity, and his renown and fame spread throughout the world 
One of the ancient kings wrote hmi a letter to this effect, ‘ Thy craft was 
carpentry, and thou knowest the business of a carpenter well — ^ffom whom 
hast thou learned government and judgment m the transaction of aflairs” 
He wrote for answer, ‘ Ho who bestowed tortune upon me, has not omitted .i 
single parlidc of mstruction in the management of the world ’ 

VBBBt 

When I frnm visdoni’s npeaod scroll iim timiht, 

I, thus uiatructod, do the thing ] ought 

The man uliosi tspi-r foituiic deigns to light, 

Gathers ,vll fit niateriiils to do right 

Kallloh said, ‘ lungs do not distmgiiish uU men of merit by their favours, 
but murk by their especial and loyid notice their own near connections who 
have obtained jiiopinquity m their service by inhentance or desert, and since 
thou hast neither hereditary claims upon the lion, nor self-acquired pretentions, 
it is probable that thou wilt remain, excluded from his notice, and it may be 
the cause of something that wiU accoid with tho wishes of thy foos ’ Ham- 
nah said, ‘ Every one who has obtained a lofty rank m the service of the 
king has done so by degrees, and that station has not shewed itself without their 
toll and exertion and the influence of the King’s favorable notice , and I too seek 
the same thing, and go about for the same end, and have reconciled to 
myself the endurance of many fatigues, and the tasting of many impalatablc 
draughts, and I know that whoever attends the court of pnnccs must choose 
five things Pust, he must quench the flame of anger with the water of 
nuldness Secondly, he must cautiously avoid the suggestions of the tempter, 
lust Thirdly, he must not eiHow deceitful greediness, and mischief-exciting 
covetouHness, to get the better of the guide, reason Fourthly, he must base 
hiB actions on truth and moderation Fifthly, the accidents and contingencies 
that may occui, these he must encounter with gentleness and courteous 
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beanng and whoevei is endowed with these qualities, undoubtedly his wish 
■will he accomphahed most succcssMly ' Ealtlah. rephed, ‘ Supposing that 
thou gainest access to the King, by Tphat means art thou to obtain his 
approbation ’ and by what art will thou amve at rani and promotion ^ ’ 
Daimiiih said, ‘If close intercourso with his ma;]eBty be attamod, I wiU adopt 
five qualities First, I will perform his scrvicB in perfect sincerity Secondly, 

I -will shape my spirit in conformity to him Thirdly, I will represent all 
his actions and words to advantage Fourthly, when he commences an affair, 
which is allied to good policy, and in which I discover the weal of the realm, 
J mU exhibit it to his eyes and feehngs m the moat attractive hght, and 
bring under his observation its uUities and advantages, that his exultation at 
the goodness of his judgment, and the soundness of his plans, may be in- 
creased Fifthly, if he should emhark m a matter which might have a 
disastrous issue, and an unpleasant termination, so that mjimous consequences 
may result to the kingdom, I will 'unfold to him, in eloquent language, and 
■with great gentleness, the mischief of it, and make him aware of the evils 
that will issue from it, and as soon os the king perceives my merits, he ■will 
distinguish me by his approbation and favor, and will be ever incbned to 
my society, and eager for my advice, smcc no talent can he hid, and no man 
of talent will fail to participate lu the marks of encouragement of support 

vEnsu 

Talent, like musk, can hidden ne’er remain ; 

Its scent will sudden spread the world around 

Go, study then aceomplishmenbi to gam 

That from thy cvtellenee the wide domain 

Of earth may with disconrse of thee resound 
Kalllah said, ‘ Since it appears that thy imnd is bent on this, and that thy 
resolution with regard to the accomplishment of this matter is firmly fixed, 
be ■well on thy guard, for attendance on kmga is a thing full of danger, and 
an affair replete ■with ditficulties and the iviso have said that thorp are 
three things on which none would venture save a blockhead who has never 
mhaled the fragrance of reason First, the service of a king , secondly, the 
tasting [what may be] poison with doubt' [as to the result], thirdly, the 
divulging one’s secrets to women And sages have compared kings to a lofty 
mountain, since, although mines of precious jewels are there, still there 
also 18 the abode of tigers and snakes and other noxious animals, and both 
the ascent is difficult, and the abiding there arduous , and they have also 
said that the society of a monarch resembles the sea, and the trader who 
chooses to travel by sea, either acquires miieh gain, or is overtaken m the 
whirlpool of destruction ' 

‘ Keene ttanslatffl ahr ta-gumdn, ‘ poiscn upon in uncertainty ’ The words may athor 
moan that it is unooitam whether it be poison , or it being certainly poison, it u nneertun 
whether it oonld be counteracted I inrllnp to the latter meaning 
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OOOPLET 

Upon the sea, 'tu true, u boundless gain, 

Wouldst tbou be safo, upon the shore remain * 

Danmah Bud, ‘ AH that thou hast said has beos irell-intentioned, and 1 
know that a king is hke a cousummg fire , the danger of a person increases 
in proportion to his proximity to it 

COUFLZT 

Withdraw thyself from a lung's company. As thou wouldst keep, from fire, fuel dry 

However, whoso dreads danger will not amve at a high station 

CODPLET 

From danger greatness springs — the merchant ne'er 
Goins forty for his ten* — whom risks deter 

And there are throe things which no one without high spirit can undertake — 
the public service of a king , a voyage by sea , and the encountering foes , 
and I do not find myself to be mean-spintod, why then should I dread the 
king’s service 

VES.SE 

Since such the poserful arm of my emprise, 

In my own sloero, all that I wish ft>r, hos 
Wouldst thou rank high amid the noblest men* 

Strive with the spirit thou possessest, then, 

In short, all that thou wouldest lay hands upon, 

Hast thou a lofty spirit, may be won 

Kalflah said, ‘Although I am opposed to this project, and deprecate this 
intention, novertheloss, aincp thy judgment is so decided in this matter, and 
thy mind so set on this scheme — may it be fortunate ' 

HEHIBTICU 

Uphold thy path ' go happily in peace ' 

T)anmah deported and made his salutation to the Lion The Lion inquired, 

‘ What person is this ’ ’ They replied, ‘ The son of such on one, who for a long 
time was an attendant at the royal court ’ The Lion exclaimed, ‘ Aye ' I 
recollect him ’ Ho then callod him before him and said, ' Where dost thou 
live ’ ’ Hamnah answered, ‘After the custom of my fatl^r, I have now 
become an attendant in the heaven-iesembhng court, and have made it the 
shnne of my wonts, and the K’abah “ of my wishes, and am m waitmg that if 
an afifair of importance should occur, and the august order should bo issued. 


1 In the Guliathn, ch i., story xri , p 63 of my translation, these Imcs occur 
’ i^ad yah is one per cent and dah ckxhal of course 400 per cent, or forty for ten 
^ The K’abah is the square temple at Makksh, built, as the Muhammadans pretend, by 
Abraham and his son Isbmnel, on the site of a still more ancient tei^le, erected by Seth, and 
destroyed at the Deluge It is termed iai(-a 'llah, ‘the House of God,’ and al-haram, ‘ the 
sacred,’ as that at Medinah is styled mu^ui-u 'n-nail, ‘the mosque of the Prophet ’ The two 
together were termed haramam, ‘the two sacred edifices,’ and they ore both the ohjecta of 
pirgnmage, a mere sight of the K’abah being reokoned as mentonous as a year’s devotion 
in any other temple 
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I may safAS&ctonly accomplish it by my sagacity, and may engage m it witli 
clear discernment And os in the management of vanoua matters of weight, 
there is occasion tor the Pillars of the state, and the ministers of his Majesty, 
BO it IS probable that at the courts of pnnees an event may occur, which may 
be brought to a close by the aid of those of inferior degree 

ULMISTICH 

The fly too, like the peieock, hero may aid 

In a matter which may ho effected by the weak needle, the proud’ javelin 
may jirove inofflcacious, and an affair which a poor penknife may accomplish, 
m that, tile highly-tempered scymitar may prove at a loss And no servant, 
though ho may be of little estimation and mean position, is devoid of use for 
removing detriment and eliciting good, smee even the dry stick which hes 
despised m the road, may possibly, some day, become serviceable , and though it 
be good for notlimg else, yet it may chance that they may moke a tooth-pick 
of it| or by moans of it, may cleause the ear of wax ’ 

ooucLn 

If frdm mo thou a iiobc-gay caukt not make. 

As tucl for the pot thou inay’st me take 

Wlion the Lion hoard the speech of Pamnah, he was astonished at his 
eloquence and fluent y of speech, and turning to his eour tiers, said, ‘Though 
a M iso man should be of small reputation, yet his understanding and wisdom 
will, involuntarily, make his talents known to the nation, like the flame of 
fire, which, though he that kindles it may wish should bum downwards, will, 
to a certamty, raise its head nloft. 

ronpi,>,T 

If one sincerely loses, the sign Of true lovo on his face will ahme ' 

Domnah was ploasexi at these words, and perceived that his fascmations had 
made an impression on the Lion, and that his artifice was completely 
Buceessful He loosed the tongue of advice, and said, ‘ It is memnbent on 
all the royal attendants and household, according to their understanding and 
knowledge, to ponder weU every matter which may befall the king, and to 
represent whateper may ooeur to the mind of each, nor ever abandon the 
path ol good advice, in order that the sovereign may thoroughly know his 
followers and dependants, and having become acquainted with the extent of 
the judgment and prudence and smeenty and discretion of each, may both 
derive advantage from their respective services, and may also reward each m 
proportion to his deserts , for so long as the gram lies hidden by the curtam of 
the earth, no one takes trouble m cultivatmg it, and when it draws back the 
veil of mould from its face, and raises its head m its gay robe of green, froin 
the collar of the ground, and is perceived to he a inut-beanng tree and a 


Sar-afrds, lit , ' head-eialtinp 
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usejiil plant , thm OBauredly [men^ will foater it and profit by ita fruits and 
in all matters, the boutcd [of advancement] is the encouragomeiit of kings 
Whomsoever, among men of merit, they distinguish by their favorable 
notice, from him they will derive benefit m proportion to the encouragement 
they bestow 

ooun ET 

I'm like the thorn, like euth ami— tulip and rose shall grow 
From me, if thou, my eland and sun, will only favor shew ’ 

The Lion asked, ‘How must men of understanding be encouraged^ and by 
what means can one reap fruit from them ’ ’ Danmah rephed, ‘ The mam 
point m this matter is that the kin g should look to worth, nut birth , and if 
a party of incapablcs should allege the services of their ancestors and 
progemtors, that he should pay no regard to them, for a man should moke 
good his pedigree by his abilities, not by his father 

VBUSA 

Lot thy own worth elate thee — do not base 
Pretensions on thy long-descended race. 

Do not, 0 shallow one' by dead men live, 

But, by thine own renown, the dead revive 
The empty vaunt of buried sires disown , 

0 youth ' rejoite not, dog-bke, m a bone 

Though a rat be a partner in the same abode with men, yet by reason of the 
annoyance and injury which results from it, they thmk it right to exert 
themselves for its destruction, while the hawk, whioh is wild and strange — 
smcc advantage may he anticipated from it — they aUuro with every sort of 
kmdness, and bring him up on the wnst of favor, indulgently and proudly ’ 
Wherefore it behoves a king not to distinguish between friends and strangers, 
but to seek out men of abihty and learning, and not to suffer prcoedonce to 
be given to men who are remiss in busmess and wantmg m talent, over 
persons of eminence and merit, smee to bestow tho office of wise men on 
fools, IB like fastening ornaments for the head on the feet, and placmg that 
which ought to deck the feet on the head , and wherever men of talent are 
depressed and ignorant, and fatuous persons get possossioB of the rems of 
power, the utmost conl'usion will find its way mto the affairs of that country, 
and the disgrace of that circumstance will attach to the fortune of the king 
and his subjects 

COIJPI,ET 

Tell the Phmiui its bright shadow o’er that country no’ or to throw 
Whore the raven has the aaceudant, and the parrot sinks below ' 


* The MSS I have consulted, omit the sentence after mi-drand, which la found in tho 
printed and Uthographod editions Keene tianslates ia-ihtizdz ‘to exercise' It may hoar 
that sense, or mean, ‘ with exultation ’ The word is no doubt chosen on account of its 
ambiguity, which is such a source of delight to tho Persian author, and of despair to the 
traniUtor 


II 
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When Bainnali had finished speaking, the Lion showed him the utmost 
fevor, and admitted him mto the number of hia particular favontes, and 
having taken a liking to his conversation, hosed his most important actions 
upon hiB counsel and advice Damnah, too, taking the path of good sense, 
and intelligence and understanding and sagacity, became, m a short time, 
the confidante of the royal cabinet, and the man rehed upon and referred to 
for ndvicc and suggestions of improvement m the affairs of state One day, 
havmg found a fortunate occasion and a convenient time, he asked for a 
private audience, and said, ' A long tune has now passed dining which the 
king has remained stationary m one place, and has relinquished the 
gratification of exercise and the pleasures of the chace I wish to know the 
cause of this and to spook on this matter to the best of my abihty ’ The 
Lion wished to eonetial from him the alarm he felt, when, meantime, 
Shanzabah bellowed aloud, and his voice agitated the Lion so much, that the 
reins of self-jKissessinii passed from his giosp He was compelled to disclose 
hiB secret to Hamnah, and said, ‘ The cause ot my fear is this sound that thou 
hcarest, and T know not whose voice it is, but I suspect that his strength 
and build is m proportion to his voice If his form be such,' it is no good 
for mo to remain m this place ’ Damnah replied, ‘Has the king any other 
thing upon his mmd besides this voice — ‘No'’ said the Lion ‘Then,’ 
rejoined Damnah, ‘it is not right, for such a tnfle, to expatriate yourself and 
to depart from your own familiar residence What dependence is there [to 
be placed] m a voice ’ and what weight [ought to be attached] to a cry that 
any one should remove for that ^ and it beseems a king to be firmly planted 
like n rock, so as not to be shaken by every wind nor to be dislodged by 
every outcry 

HXHISriGH 

That no tempest maj dislodge tboe, plant thy foot firm, like a rock ' ^ 

And the ancients have said that regard should not be paid to every loud noise 
and powerful body , for not every external form furnishes sure information of 
the internal meaning, nor is every outward semblance a token of what lies 
withm A reed, though it be thick, is broken with a slender stick, and a 
heron, though of large stature, is overcome by the talons of a hawk of com- 
paratively slim bmld, and whoever makes account of largeness of bulk, meets 
with what that Fox met with The Lion asked, ' How was that ^ ’ 

.STOllY VII 

Damnah said, ‘ They have related that a Fox was prowlmg over a moor and 
was roaming m every direction in hopes of scenting food Presently he came 

' Ksene transLates agigr chmln mrah idthad by ' if such should be the fact,’ but I think 
this Would be rather agar ehwim bdahad 

* Lit ‘ Draw thy feet under thy akirt ' 



CHAPIEH I STORY TII 


99 


to tbe foot of a faee, at the side of -which &ey had suEpendod a drunij and wheii- 
erer a gust of wmd came, a branch of the tree was put m motion, and struck 
the Bur&ce of the drum, and a temble noise arose from it The Fox, scemg a 
domestic fowl under the tree who was pecking the ground -with her beak, and 
searching for food, planted himself m ambush, and wished to make her his 
prey, when all of a sudden the sound of the drum reached his ear He 
looked and saw a very fat form, and a prodigious sound fiom it reached his 
heanng The appetite of the Fox was excited, and he thought to himself 
‘ Assuredly its flesh and skin will be proportioned to its voice ’ He issued 
from hia-lurking place, and turned towards the tree The fowl, being put 
on its guard by that circumstance, fled, and the fox, by a hundred exertions 
ascended the tree Much did he labour till he had tom the drum, and then 
he found nought save a skin and a piece of wood The fire of regret 
descended into his heart, and the water of contrition began to mn from his 
eyes, and he said, ‘ Alas ' that by reason of this huge bulk which is bU -wind, 
that lawful prey has escaped fiom my hand, and from this empty form no 
advantage has resulted to me ’ 

TEUSE 

I.oudly ever sciunda tUc tahor, 

But m vain — within is nought 

Art thou WISP, for substanic labor. 

Semblance will aiail thop nought’ 

And I have adduced this example in order that the Kin g may not relinquish 
the pleasures of the chase, and his personal exercise, for a frightful noise and 
a huge form If he will carefull}'- observe, nothmg will result from that 
voice and figure, and if the King will issue his command, I will approach 
him, and will acquaint the King with the state of the case, and the real truth 
of the matter The Lion was pleased with the words of Damnah, and the 
latter, in accordance with the orders of the Lion, sot off in the direction of 
that sound As soon however as he got out of sight of the Lion, the lattci 
began to reflect, and regretted that he had despatched Damnah, and said to 
himself, ‘ I have committed a great fault, and an lU-'weighed action has pro- 
ceeded from me and the ancients, have said, that it behoves a King m the 
disclosure of his secrets, to have no reliance on ten classes of persons, and 
not to reveal to them the seciot nature of any of his private affairs which he 
IS extremely anxious to conceal The first is, whoever has expenenced 
oppression and vexation at his court, and for a long time endured trouble and 
distress without fault or crime on his part The second is, he whose property 
and honor have gone to the winds in attendance on the King, and whose 
means have been straitened The third is, he who has heon degraded from 
his office, and has no hope of recovering it again The fourth is a 


n 2 


‘ Lit ‘ Be not elated by the form, for in that is nothmg ' 
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wicked, nu'^chiovouB person, who is on the look out for nuBchicf, and is dis- 
inolmcd to peace and repose The fifth is the cnininal, whose comrades have 
tasted the sweets of pardon, while he has expenenced the bittcmess of 
punishment Tlie sixth is the offender, whose fellows have been reproved, 
while a j^cater and cxLiemc degree of seventy has been shown towards him 
The seventh, is he who, while doing acceptable services, remams disappointed , 
while others, wnthout the antecedents of service, receive greater encouragement 
than ho The eighth, is he whose station an enemy has sought, and has got 
the lead of him, and has reached that rank, and the prince has taken part 
with him The ninth, he who lonccives his own advantage to he associated 
With the injurj of the king The tenth is ho who lias met with no favor 
at the King's court, and who can make himself aiccptahlc to the king’s 
enemy Kings ought not to cntnist thoir secrets to these ten classes, and the 
first principle is tins, that until they have npeatedly made trial of the 
rohgicus pnnciples, and good faith, and kindness, and worth of a man, they 
should not ]mt him in poascsaion of then secrets 

coiirnET 

Not to enh one thy setnts tell — tor earth's wide space upon, 

Much we liavo vimdeied, jet ln\c found in whom to trust not one 

Therefore m aocordanee with these promises, before making trial of Damnah, 
it was impiopci to lo precipitate, and to send him to an enemy was for from 
a prudent and far-sighted line of conduct, and this Damnah appears to be a 
shrewd person, and ho remained for a long tunc at my court distressed and 
disappomtod If, which God forbid * * the thorn of vexation is rankling 
m Ills hoiirt, ho may, on this occasion, contrive perfidy, and stir up mischief , 
or it may he that he may find the enemy Biipcrior to me in strength and 
majesty , and, becommg eager to enter his service may acijuauit him with 
what he knows of ray secrets, and undoubtedly the remedy of that would 
excniid the measure of my counsels I^'Tiy did 1 not apply the purport of the 
sfipng, ' Caution is suspicion,’ to mj conduct ’ and why have the directions of 
the wise couplet 

cnurLET 

‘ Intend not ill, but evil stiH suspect, And from deceit and harm thyself protect ’ 

hern transgressed by me ’ If calamity arise from tins embassy, I am 
doscrviiig of a hundred times as much ’ In this anxious meditation, the 
Lion, through cxcessu c agitation, continued getting up and anon reseating 
himself, and kept the eyes of expectation fixed on the road, when all at once, 
Damnah appeared The Lion was somcw'hat tranquillized, and remomed 
quiet m the same spot, while Damnah, after perfemung the customary 
obeisance, said, 


Lit ‘ By flying for refuge to God 



CEAn£H I BToaV VII 


101 


'Long OS the spheres levolving arcle, may our king oantiiluc still ' 

And may the sun of hia high fortune gild the suhjeets of his mil ' ‘ 

0 world-possessing pnnce ’ he whose voice reached the august car is an Ox, 
engaged m gruzmg m the environs of this forest, and, save feeding and 
sleeping, other husmess he has none, and his ambition docs not travel 
beyond his throat and his belly’ The Lion asked, ‘ What is the extent of 
his might ^ ’ Damnah rephed, ‘ I observed no pomp or grandeur about Viht i, 
that I could thence infer his power , and 1 did not discover, m my own mind, 
any awe m him, whence I should suppose any extraordinary respect due to 
hun ’ The Lion said, ‘ Weakness is not therciorc to be imputed to him, nor 
18 one to bo thereby deceived, for the strong wind, though it docs not 
overthrow the weak heibago, nevertliclesa, teais up the strong trees by the 
loot, and so long as the great and mighty do not encounter a toeman worthy 
of them, no display oi their might and prowess is manitested 

COUW-BT 

'When 111 pursuit of puny finthc s will thi nohli goshawk go > 

'thiinst the gnat the loyal hdeous m’lr thin claws ot teirur show ' 

Uamnah Siiid, ‘ The king ought not to thmk so gravely of him, nor m.ike 
sa much account of the jirot eedings, for 1 have atuteness enough to discern 
the extent of his ponei,' aud I have mfoimod myself of tho exact state of 
his cneumstanceH , and if the lotty judgment [of youi majesty] reijuiro it, 
aud the august command honois me by being is, sued, 1 will bring him, so 
that, having placed the hand of willingness on the hue of obedience, he may 
cast the saddle-cluth of servitude on the shoiJder of attaclimcnt ’ The Lion 
was pleased with these woids, and signed to bring him Dainnah went to 
Shaiizabah, and, with a stout heait, without hesitation or backwardness, 
entered into diseouise witli him 

iirMtsiuii 

And first he addressed liiai with, ‘ ^\^ICIICC art thou > 

And how didst thou conic hei-e’ and what may be the cause of thy coming 
to this place ’ and of thy eomnieiicmg to abide here ^ ’ Sbaiirabali begim to 
recount with truth the state of the matter, and Damnah, harung leamod 
his story, said, ‘ A liion who is the king of tho wvdd beasts and the ruler of 
these regions, gave me oideis and sent me to brmg thee to hun, and 
instructed me that, shouldest thou use despatch, he will torgivc the crime 
which has token place m his service uji to tins point, hut if thou shouldest 
delay, I am to return with haste and leport the circumstances ’ Shan/ahah 
when he heard the name ot the Lion and wuld beasts, feared, and said, 'If 


' Keene translates this, ‘For I, with great penetration, have found out his business ’ I 
intline to make mhdt/at a substantive , thus ntfidf/at-i Aar, ' the extent of his business ' The 
MSS omit the ba-framt mhdyat, iind iightlv as it appears to mo 
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thou -wilt make mo Btout-hearted and secure me from hia chastisement, I wiU 
come with thee, and by means of thy companionship obtam the honor of his 
serncc ’ Damnah swore an oath to him, and gaye him a promise and 
compact BO OB to tranquillize hia mind, and both set otf together to the 
Lion Damnah wont before and acquainted the Lion with his coming , and 
a short time after, the Ox amrcd and performed the homage due The Lion 
made warm inquines [after his welfare], and said, ‘When didst thou amve 
in this neighbourhood ^ and what maybe the cause of thy coming’’ The 
Ox made a full recital of hia atory The Lion then said, ‘ Abide here still 
that thou mayest reap a full portion of kindness and honor and compassion 
and bounty from us , for we have opened the gates of favor on the faces of 
the votancs* of our distncts, and have spread the overflowmg table of 
encouragement for the attendants of our court 

veube. 

Wide through this realm thy wiinJoring eti'ps may stray, 

\ct none thou wilt complaining spc 
In all that wo attempt, wo hrst display 
Caro lur uar folks' prospmtT 

The Ox, having paid the dues of blessmg and praise, hound the gudle of 
ohtdicnoe on his loins with willingness and zeal and the Lion, too, having 
brought him nearer to his person, and shewed excessive and lavish honors 
and rcs]iect to him," and, under cover thereof, employed himself m examining 
his character ond investigating his conduct, and learned the measure of his 
judgment and understanding and the extent of his discernment and 
experience He found him to be a person distingmshed by perfect sagacity 
and endowed with intellect and penetration the more he tested his quahties, 
the more his reliance on the abundance of his wisdom increased 

VEUSE 

Kmdlj ho found him, and of jndgment clear, 

Weighing hia words — one who could eetimato 
The worth of men — whom travel far and near 
In nisdom had mstmeted — made sedate 
By umoh experience — who, with practised easo, 

In social converse knew the art to please s 

The Lion, after reflection and dehheration and anxious thought and 
prayer for guidance, mode the Ox the confidante of his secrets , and every 
hour his place m tlie roj al favor and his good fortune rose higher , and his 


* Mif/dwirdn has two senses, ‘ neighbours,' and ‘ the attendants at a shrine ' Either sense 
Will suit this pasBog'e 1 bavp ckosen the Utter 

> Keene translates mubtilagJiah wa ttnah ^ groat force and length of speech ’ There u 
not however herCi 1 imagine, any reference to words but to deeds 
^ I hare translnted these lines somewhst freely uid diffusely 
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eleratiou m tihe exercise of authority and in comniand became more exalted, 
until bo outetnpped all the piUara of the state and the imniatera of the kmg 
Wtie/X Bamnah perceiyed that the Lion earned his respect for the Ox to the 
last yerge of excess, and that, haymg pushed his profuseness m rewarding 
and honoring him beyond the limits of moderation, he neither earned into 
effect his (Bamnah’ s) advice, nor apphed to hun for counsel m any matter — 
the hand of envy drew the coUynum of aversion over the eyes of his heart, 
and the fire of anger cast the torch of jealousy mto the cell of his bram 

COlrPlET 

Wherever envy doth its torch illume. 

The envious there themselves 'twill first consumo 
Sleep and rest departed from him , and peace and repose removed their gear 
from the area of his breast He went with his complaint to Kalilah, and 
said, ‘ 0 brother ' behold the weakness of my judgment and the slackness of 
my prudence, that I have expended aU my energies in freeing the Lion from 
anxiety,* and have introduced the Ox mto his service, so that having 
obtained close access [to tbc king] and high place with him, he has got 
precedence over all the courtiers, while I have fallen from my station and 
position ’ Kulilah replied, 

HEMISTICH 

‘ Thou didst it thine ownself, mj life ' tor aelf-douL acts, what cure is there * 

This axe thou hast thyself struck on thmo own foot, and this dust of mischiof 
thou hast thyself stirred up m thine own path, and the samo thing has 
befallen thee which hefoll the Devotee Bainii.ih inquired, ‘How was that'’ 

STOIIY VIII 

Kahltili said, ‘ They hav o related that a king bestowed splendid apparel 
and a costly robe on a Devotee A thief having got intelhgence of the circum- 
stanc, coveted it, and going to the Devotee pretended a wish to become his 
disciple, and voluntonly entered his service, and displayed diligence in 
learning the manners of that religious persuasion, until m this way ho was 
admitted into the confidence [of the Devotee], and ono mght, havmg found 
an opportunity, he earned away the dress and made off The next day the 
recluse did not see the dress, and finding that that new disciple was missmg, 
he knew that he hod purloined it’ He started in pursuit of him, m the 
directiou of the city, and on the road observed two he-goats* who were 
fightmg with one another and wounding each other’s heads, and duimg 
the tune that these two fierce* adversanes, like savage lions, were engaged 

* Eeene translates this sentence ‘ I had huilt all my projects on the carelessness of the 
Lion,’ where he seems to me to have missed the sense, and to have assigned a wrong meaa- 
mg to fardghatj which I believe never means ‘ carelessness,' but ‘ freedom from core,’ i e , 
* leisure ’ 

^ Eeene translates nak^hir ‘ wild hoists,' into which rendering he was led, I doubt not, 
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IE battle ’With oue Emotlier and tlLe blood was dripping from their limbs end 
meunbere, a fox hod come up end was deyonrmg them blood AH at once 
in the midst of their encounter, the fox happened to get between them, and 
on each side then heads came with nolcnce ogamst his nbs, and he was 
overtaken with the noose of death The recluse, having gained from these 
cmcumstanecs another piece of cxpencnce, passed on, and at night, when he 
reached the city, the gate was closed He walked about in all directions 
and was seeking for a place to halt in It happened that a woman was 
looking from the terrace of her house into the street, and understood by 
the perplexity of the devotee, that he was a stranger She invited hnu to 
her house, and the holy man, acceptmg her mvitation, untied hia sandals in 
her lodgings, and occupied liunslf in a comer of the hut with hia devotions 
Now that Woman was notonous for vice and profligacy, and kept several 
damsels ready for jiurpuaes of debauchery, and one of them — the winning 
glance nf whose beauty might have taught blandishment to the brides of 
Paradise, and at the glow of whose checks, the sun, which warms the world, 
was consumed -mtli the fire of jealousy, whose languishing eye, with the 
arrow of its glance, pierced the tai’get of the bosom, and whose life-givmg 
hps, with the sugar of her mouth, bestowed sweetness on the soul hke a 
package of sugar, 

DlSlIClfs 

Slic, moon-Uki, moves, or like thu cypress tall 
Two twisting (urls m musky mazes full 
Bdim her ivliite neck, her chin to silvery fair 
Supports n chain of dimples fastened there ' 

— had bocomc attached to ayouth — of beautiful countenance and musky nngletH, 
witty, and of graceful stature like the cyprtss, whose face resembled the moon, 
sweet-voiced and slendcr-wiustod so tliat the proud beauties of Cathayv — from 
the curl of his locks — weic, like the hyacinth, writhing with envy,® and the 


bv the (ipithct Us-ehaiti; ‘ shirp-clawcd,' which follows naWcAir in the pnutod and lithographed 
editions, and also in some MSS It u quite clear, houovcr, from the tenor of Iho story, that 
the na^cMr were hutting animals Moreover, m the Pancha-Tantra, (whore the samo'story 
oecuTB, p 35,1 1 Kosegarten'e edition) the word AwrfwA ‘ram’ IB need In the corrosponding 
plaL'o I'm the Mitra-l[ib]m) of the Hitopudcbha, thos story is nmittod, I find, however, in one 
MS the following rending, kih dn du Uami-i tu chaug chun Mran-i dartndali^i tachang, 
whore it must be eiidcnt to ivory one that the first tii chang should bo jmg, the three dots 
having, from the carelosancBs of the traneenber, been omitted beneath the ch in Mn, and 
improperly ntroduced under the j of the proecdiug word, thus making rAony of the word 
jang I have no heaitatiou tbiTcforc in iciummendiug the above reading with the said trifling 
corrcetiiin, and translating it os I have done “ 

‘ I have been obliged to render freely this most unmanageable line Is it not enough 
that tho Persians should have the bad taste to admire a fat double thin in the fan sex, withmt 
comparing it to a hull with apendulous necklace of waving flesh, and coasummating their bad 
taste by giving this lattir the hideous caeophomc name of ghabgKab ' I desire to be literal, 
but T cannot porpotnatc such offences ogamst the Nuie as this ^ 

' Wwtd, ‘Northern China' The ‘Cathay’ of Milton, See note i pageSfi 

® Keene translatee (by a typogruphieal error no donhl) day pick o tib ‘ full of wntmg and 
disorder ' liiterally it is, ' in twists and turns * ' 
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honey-Iipped fair ones of Samarkand,' from the desire of his iiusLhief-uxcitmg 
BweetnosB, were panged like the hearts of lovers 

COLl'LET 

His faco' Ah' irliat a faoo' a sim-hke facD was it 

His locks ' Wliat locks ' each curl with troublous transports knit 

— and ever together, like sun and moon, tliey lived conjoined in one mansion, 
and hke Venus and Mercury were united m one sign of the zodiac, and this 
youth from the jealousy of love would positively never allow that his other 
nvals should taste a draught from the cup of union with that damsel, or that 
those athirst m the desert of pursuit, should, after a thousand toils, arrive at 
that hmpid fouutam 

COUFI.BT 

My jealousy of thee is such that, could it granted be, 

I'd clioosQ that nunc beside should, e'en in fancy, think of thee 

Tho profligate woman being embarrassed by the behaviour of the damsel, and 
impatient at the loss of income, could not put up wnth a girl who had cast 
aside the veil of decorum, and had given up her whole soul to the affection 
for her lover She was driven to aim at the destruction of that youth On 
the night that the rocluse came to her house slie had prepared a plan and 
not neglected an opportunity for the deed, and, havmg measuied out copious'* 
draughts of wine to tho lover and beloved one, as soon as the jioople of the 
house had gone to rest, she pounded a httle deadly poison, and having placed 
it in a pipe and brought it before the fair youth, took one end of thetubo m 
her mouth, and placed tho other end in his nostrils, and was about to give a 
puff and convey the influence of the poison to tho brain of the youth, when 
suddenly he sneezed, and from the force of the \ apour which issued from hia 
hroin all the poison entered Qic throat and neck of that woman, and she fell 
lifeless on the spot 

UBMISTItH 

Thysilf 111 compassing thy thought shalt fall 
When tho recluse beheld that circumstance, and had with a himtlred 
anxietiea passed through that night — ^wluch lu length equalled the day of 
resurrection — until the time when the devotee of the dawn, havmg obtained 
release from tho cell of the darkness of night, spread the prayer-carpet of 


* The coital of Sogdiana, in B9 deg 30 min East long , 40 deg North lat , said to have 
founded by Kishasp, flfth king of the Kaianides, the second dynasty of Persia 1 1 was pillaged 
by Chaugiz Khkn,hut re-established hyTimhr Lung, who made it the capital of his dominions 
Afterwards the Usbaks got possession of it, and still retom it The women are said to be 
very beautiful 

“ Keene translates, ‘ and thus rzposed tho very life of the iffeotion of lovers ' With 
regard to the expression ‘ cost aside tlie veil of decorum,’ it only means that the girl had 
abandoned herself to the passion for her lover Certainly, hayd seems a term ill apphed to 
such a person 

® Lit ‘ heavy ' 
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‘WOTship before the altar of the honzoB, and the purport of this text of 
Hublime moaning ‘ ^nd shall had them out of darkness into light’ ‘ was manifest 
unto men , 

OODFI.ST 

The mirroT-Taulted heavenH brightness gain^ 

And China's glass was cleansed firom rust and stain ^ 

The recluse having extricated himself from the dark abode of debauchery 
and crime of that band, went in search of another lodging A shoemaker, 
who reckoned himaelf among hia disciples, took the holy man to his house, 
bj way of obtaining a blessing [for that good act] and enjoined his family to 
wait upon him, and he himself went to an entertainment given by some of 
hiB friends Now his lady had a friend of an agreeable temper, of handsome 
face, and curling locks, 

conpLBT 

Facetious and gallant, whose merry eyes m mischief roll, 

Handsome — so that such os he bring mischief to the soul 
The messenger between them was the wife of a barber, who, by her 
witchcrv, could blend together fire and water, and by her oily tonguo could 
make the hard atone melt hko wax 

VERSE 

A nuachiei-makcr, who some fraudful verso rocitmg. 

Could the mosquito with the Rimurgh wed , 

With crystal rosary, men’s trust in her inviting. 

The string was made of iinhclicvore' thread ^ 

Her lip in prayer — hor prayer all spt Us and gude , 

In simple guise without — ^within all vnlc 

The shoemaker’s wife, when she found the house empty, sent some one to the 
go-between saying, ‘ Inform my beloved that to-night there is honey without 
the buzzmg of the bee, and mtercourse without the hue-and-ciy of tho 
superintendent of police and tho patrol ’ 

IlEHISTIOH 

Arise ' and come hither, os I know and thou 

Her lover having come to the house by night, was expecting ‘ the opening of 
the door,’ when, all of a sudden, the shoemaker, like a sudden calamity, 
omved and saw this man at the door of his house Now the fact was, that 
before this he had had a little suspicion, and some doubt had arisen when 

’ Kur’kn, oh v 18 , Sole, p 78, 1 18 ‘Now is light, and a porspituous hook of revela- 
tions come unto you from Cod Thcrcb) will God du-cct him who shall follow His good 
ploasuie, into the paths of peace , and shall lead them out of darkness mto hght by Hu 
will, and shall duvet them m the right way ’ ^ 

S I am unable to understand thu line, and would greatly prefer the reading of one 
of the MSS , raft birm ca ainah zang rang , zang rang meanmg ‘ the hue qf night ’ os zang 
frequently meana ' darkness ' s i w 

' .ZiwtMdr, Bcordwomround the middle byeastemChnstians and Jews, also thoBrahmanical 

thread, which u the badge of the thioc tvnee-born classes m India However much I may have 
failed to catch the spinl of these verses, they are worthy of admiration m tho orurmal^ The 
description is Spenserian ^ 
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he found him in hia house the aide of conviction prevailed He entered the 
house, and, m most violent wrath, began to beat hia wife, and after he had 
chastiaed her thorougbly, he bound her fast to a post, and then placed hia 
own head on the couch of repoae. The rcduae was thinking thus, ' To beat 
this woman without any apparent reason and clear offence, was far from the 
courao of kind and manly feeling I ought to have interceded for her, and 
not to have acquiesced in this foUy , ' when suddenly the barber's wife came 
in and said, ‘ 0 sister ’ why dost thou keep thia young mm so long waiting ’ 
quickly come forth and look upon the opportunity for love os a blessing ’ 

COUPLET 

Ddcb the loved one, then, think of asking for the lover sick of pain P 
Say, in pcocp come ' for the hroathinga of eniatcnce yet remain 

The shoemaker’s wife, with a melancholy voice, called to her and said, 

V P.HH Vl 

How canst thou, 0 tranquil-hearted' the sad heart's affliction knowP 
The pangs of lovers, gricf-devourmg, all their sufferings and woe’ 

Spread thj pinions, dove ' and soaring, o’er the lofty cypress go 
How canst thou the heart's affliction of the prisoned warblers know ’ 

0 kind friend* listen' to my piteous complaint, and leam my wretched 
condition This cruel and merciless husband bad seen, perhaps, my lover at 
the door, for he entered this bouse like a madman, and after be had beaten 
me much, tied me, with the utmost violence, to this pillar If thou hast any 
compassionate feclmg towards me, and art disposed* to pity my lover, 
release me with aH despatch, and give mo leave* to bmd thee to this pillar 
m place of myself, and 1, havmg quickly made my apology to my friend, 
will return and release thee, and by this act thou wilt both place mo under 
an obbgation to theo, and wilt also oblige my friend ’ The barber’s wife, 
from exceeding kindness, having consented to the other’s release and the 
bmdmg of herself, sent her out The recluse, by hcanng this dialogue, was 
put in possession of the clue to the quarrel of tho husband and wife , and 
meanwhile the shoemaker awoke and called to his wile The barber’s wife, in 
terror lost he should* recognise her voice and so become aware of what was 
gomg on, had not courage to answer However much the shoemaker 
shouted, not a breath issued from the barber’s wife The fixe of his wrath 
blazed up, and he seized a cobbler’s knife, and came before the pillar, and 
cutting off the nose of the barber’s wife, placed it in her hand, saying, 


’ I doubt the reading ml ahmau, and mi lun which is that of the lithographed and 
printed editions, and I am glad that the MSS , by omittmg ml confirm my belief that this 
particle is not used with the imperative 

* Lit , ‘ Art in the place of pity,' a somewhat unusual expression, but which in fact 
nearly coiresponds to the phrase Ihave adopted to translate it 

* Observe a rather rare use of the word daaturi, which more generally means ‘ perquisite ' 

* In the anginal ‘ that he should not recognise,' m the same manner as the Latin vtraor ne 
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‘ IjO ’ a proBont that thou mayeat aond to thy lover ’ The barber’a wife, from 
tour, uttered not a aigh, but mentally ejaculated, 

nEMiaiicii 

‘ One takes the pkaauro and auather boars the pain ' 

When the ahoemaker’s wife returned and beheld her adopted sister with her 
noae cut off, ahe was cxccbaivcly grieved, and, rcpcatedlj beggmg her pardon, 
releaaed her and taatenod herself to tlie pillar, and tlie barber’a wife set off 
homeward, noae m hand 

iimiaTicH 

Anon she I'luglu'd, htwildcrid — and anon she wailed 
The recluae beheld and heiiid all theae proceedinga, and aurpnae was added 
to auTjinae at these stnuige inudenta whith manifested themsolyea from the 
curtain of the uiiknoivn lulure Iloweter the alioemoker's wife Icept quiet 
tor a little, imd then spreading fhe hand of cunmng and deceit m prajer, she 
said, '(1 Liud and King' Thou knoweat that my husbiuid has inilictcd cruel 
injustice upon me, and has bound on my iiiek, by tulse and slanderous accusa- 
tion, a (Time wdiuh 1 have iiol eommitti'd Of thme own goodness allow 
mercy to me and gi\e back to me my nose — the oiiumcut of tlie page of 
hcMuity'’ The husband was awakowdiile the wife was thus piaj-mg, and 
heard that hypociitical complaint and perfidious prater of hers lie shouted 
out, ‘ 0 wicked and coimpt woman' what prayci is this that thou dost 
make ’ and what suppheatiou is this that thou rmi)liiy('Ht ’ Tlie prayer of 
the unchaste is not rcgaided in tins coiiit, and the lequiremcnt of the vicious 
obtains not the quality of euncmiy on this road 

roovLi r 

Ilopcut thou the unseen world will Buienur tint * 

Then pure thy tongue and puro thj hiiut must he ' 

All at once the wife cried out, ‘O tyrant! tormentor' get up that thou miiyost 
boliold tho power and lufimte goodnesB of God, that, as my garment w^as jmre 
from the stam of this false charge, God Must High has lestored to mo my 
nose that was mutilated, and has saved me from reproach and disgrace 
amongst men ' The simple-minded man arose, and having hghted a lamp, 
came up to her, and beheld his wife safe, and her nose m its right place, and 
he nowhere perceived any trace of Qie wound or uijury Instantly he con- 
fessed his fault, and betook himselt to cntreatici, tor forgiveness, and with 
tho utmost tenderness asking pardon for his offence,’ he removed the bonds 
from her hands and feet, and nude a vow not to proceed to similar lengths 
before the display of positive proof, and the mamfestation of a good cause, 
nor at tho suggestion of every raisclucvous tale-bearer to torment his chaste 


' One MS inserts before bthtll the word 'aibash Tho word lihiU is a strange one, 
if of Persian ongm, ns tho Dictionaric-s w ould shew , « ith the hi-i hUti Can it be on Arabic 
Wold compounded of and hall ‘loosing ’’ 
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■wife and virhious spouac, and that for the rest of hia Me he would be guided 
by thia woman, veiled m punty ot eonduet, whose prayers were assuredly 
free from any interposing curtain 

On the other aide, the barber’s wife carrying her severed noae m her hand 
camo home, and was overcome 'With bewilderment as to what artifice she 
should think of, and m what manner she could disclose what had happened to 
her husband, and what excuse she should make to her friends and neighbours 
on the subject, and how reply to the questions of her kinsfolk and 
acquaintances ^ In this interval tho barber awoke from sleep, and called to 
hia 'Wife, saying, ‘ Give me my tools,* for I am gomg to such a gentleman’s 
house ’ Hia 'wife was very long m answering, and dawdled m gi'Ving tho 
instruments too, and at last put the razor alone mto tlie horhoi’s hand, Tho 
latter m a passion flung the razor m the darkness of the mght towards his 
■wife, and began to utter abusive words Hia wife threw herself do^wn, and 
screamed out, ‘My nose' my nose'’ The barber was amazed, and their 
friends and neighbours, coming in, saw the woman with her dress stained ■with 
blood, and her noae cut off Hereupon they began to loose the tongue of 
reproval agamat tho barber, and that unfortunate fellow remained astonished, 
neither havmg tho face tu confess, nor tho tongue to deny it However, 
when the world-illummating da^wn removed the curtain of darkness, and tho 
universc-displaymg mirror of the sun began to shine like the goblet of 
Jamshfd,* 

roun FT 

Tho leader of the Eastern host uproared his flag on high, 

The Western king &aiik dovn amid a fioi, c»f baiif^uine dye 

the relations of tho ■wife aasembled and earned the barber before tho K.'iz! 
By chance the recluse too, havmg come forth from the house of the shoemakei, 
by reason of a bond of friendship which existed between him and the K'lzi, 
was present at the tribunal After they had gone thiough the cubtomury 
mterrogatoriea, and the friends ot tlie barber’s wife had stated their case the 
Kazt demanded, ‘ Master hurher ’ ■without any apparent enmo, and -without 
legal cause, why didst thou think fit to mutdatc this woman ^ ' The barber, 
being be-wildered, was unable to state any reason, and tho Kazt, according to 


* The MSS and the printed and lithographed tdilions agicc in writing this word dmi-afrdz, 
a? before — at p 88, 1 6, of the printed edition we find jidi afraz for a ‘ 9hoD ’ or ' sandal ’ 
The Uurh&n-i Kht'i, however, ipiorts both ivords aa also afiaz itsrlf, in this seiisp, and 1 am 
inclined to think that the reading in both eabCh should he afzai, which is another form of 
ttwzdr, and siguiiieB ‘ a bIiol,' and also ‘ tools ’ 

^Jamshld (the word sAitf sigiiilics ‘sun’) was the first king of the Plshdidavan, nr first 
dynasty of Persia He reigned over stviii kingdoms of Asia till, aifectuig di\ me honours, 
he was dethroned by Zahhkk general nt the torres of the Arabian moniircli, Shidad, son 
of Ad, and driven intu exile His son Piriduu alow Zulihik, and recovered the tlirene 
Jamshid founded Istakhr, Hamadlm, and Tlis He possessed a divining cup which mirrored 
to him future events, and to whieh allusion is hero made 
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ttw dear mandate, ‘ Womdt »haU h pumthei hy retahation,’ ’ gave command- 
ment that retaliation ehoiild ho exacted, and that he shnuld be tortured 
Then the roclnae rose up and said, ‘0 Kazl ' m tins matter there is need of 
deliberation, and the eye of sagacity must be opened, because the Thief did 
not carry off my dress, and the Ctoats did not kill the Fox, nor did the poison 
destroy the profligate ’woman, nor did the Shoemaker cut off the nose of 
the Barber's Wife, hut we hare all drawn upon ourBolves these calamities.’ 
The Kazt let the barber go, and turning to the recluse, said, ‘Please to 
favor US with on interpretation of this compendium, and an explanation of 
the import of this ' ’ The recluse recited from bcgmnmg to end what he had 
hoard and seen, and said, ' If I hud not had a desire to take a pupil, and had 
not been fascinated by the pleasant talk of Ihe thief, that deceitful impostor 
could not have foimd an opportunity, and would not have earned off my 
dress , and if the Fox had not displayed excessive greedmess and gluttony, 
and had abstained from hlood-thtrstmcss, the fatal concussion of the he-goats 
would not have reached hiiu , and if the profligate woman had not schemed 
the destruction of the young man, she would not have given to the winds her 
dear hfo , and il the Barber’s W ife had not rendered assistance in that unla-wM 
act, she would not have been mutilated nor disgraced Whoever docs evil 
must not look for good, and he ■who requires sugiir-cane must not sow 
oolooynth. 

COUTLET 

Thus spake the sagt — ^by long expenenre tried — 

‘ Do not thou lU, lest lU should thee betide ' 

And I have adduced this story that thou mayst know that thou hast shewn 
this troublous way to thyself, and hast opened upon thyself this gate of 
pauL and difficulty ' 

HEMlSTirH 

Of nhoiiL coiuplaiu then, since our woe 'a aelf-mado ' 

Damnah smd, ‘ Thou spoakest truly, and I have done this deed, yet, neverthe- 
less, what plan dost thou advise lor my escape, and of what contnvanoc dost 
thou think for untying this knot > ’ KalBah said, 'From the commencement 
I disagreed -with thee as to this buiuness, and did not coincide -with thee m 
consenting to undertake this matter, and now too I find myself [justified in 
keepmg] aloof m this affair, and see no reason for meddhng -with it But 
perhaps thou wilt thyself excogitate somewhat for thyself, for they have said. 

HEMISTICH 

‘ Each one best knoivs what is for his own good ' 

Damnah said, ‘I have been thinking that I wiU set about this busmess 


IV. fa ^ P ® commanded them 

that they iho^d give life for lito omd eye for eye, and nose for nose, and ear for ear and tmth 

punished hv retaliation , hut whoever shoilld remit it 
as alms, it should be accepted as an atonement for him ’ Compare Exodus, ixi 23 
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With the most dehoate flnease, and will exert myself m every pos^le way, 
imhl I overthrow thfe Ox from this positioiij nay, until I drive him out of 
this country, for I cannot admit of procrastination and neglect m the duty of 
self-preservation, and should 1 choose to be remiss, I should not be excusable 
in the opmion of men of prudence and spmt li^or do I seek any new 
dignity, nor claim more than belongs to my office and the wise have said, 

‘ Men of sense are justifiod m labormg for five things — ^First, in piirsmt 
of the rank and station, which they have held before Secondly, m avoiding 
harm of which they have already had oxpenenoe Thirdly, in protecting 
advantages which they possess Fourthly, m extncatmg themselves from 
the whirlpool of calamity which may have come upon them Fifthly, 
m watching the attamment of advantage and the averting of evil m time to 
come And I exert myself for this that I may get hock to my own office, 
and that the lustre of my condition may he renewed And the method is 
as follows, — to pursue the Ox with artifices until he hid farewell to earth’s 
surface,' or pack up his chattels from this place, and I am not inferior to 
that weak Sparrow who obtained his revenge on the Falcon ' Kalilah 
mquircd, ' How was that ’ 

STORY IX 

Damnah said, ‘ I have heard that two Sparrows had fixed their nest on 
the branch of a tree , and of worldly gear, water and gram sufficed them , 
and on the summit ot a mountom, beneath which that tree lay, a Falcon 
had its abode, which, at the time of stooping on its quarry, issued from its 
lurkmg-place like lightning, and Lko heaven's holt, clean consumed the 
harvest of life of the feebler birds 

COUFLBI 

When he against the hapless birds his talons would display 
Though there were fifty* gathered there, he’d bear them all away 

Whenever the sparrows produced young, and the time was near at hand for 
them to fly, that falcon, rushmg forth from its ambush, used to carry them 
off and make them food for its own young Now to those sparrows — m 
accordance with the saying, ‘ The love of home %e a part of faith’ — to migrate 
from that place was unpossihle, and yet from the cruelty of the tyrannous 
hawk it was difficult to he enabled to reside there 

HEMISTICH 

Nor mode of travel nor yet mmd to stay 

On one occasion, their young ones, having gamed strength and put forth 

' Observe the uncommon phrase juwAt-l lamm for ‘earth’s surface’ , ht ‘back of the 
earth ’ 

* Here u a play on words beyond my skill to imitate Pamah is ‘ a claw,' and panjdh 
‘ fifty ' The equivoque then is that he snowed ymrysA, and bore away parudh 
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feathers and wings, were able to move , and the father and mother, pleased 
with the Bight of their offspring, testified their joy at their attempt to fly 
Suddenly the thought of the falcon passisd through their mmds, and, all 

at once, having folded up the carpet of delight, they began to wall and 

■ 

lament fiom chatreas and anxiety One of their ohildreu — in whoso counte- 
nance the signs of discretion and npe mtcUoct were Tisihle — having inquired 
into the circumstances of that state [of emotion] and the reason of their 
change from hilarity to despondency , they rephed, ‘ 0 son ' 

CODPLET 

Ask not of ufi how florec the flamo that now consuinca our brcMt, 

But ask the tcora that fitl our cyia, for thisv’U interpret best ' 

Tlioy then recounted the history of the falcon's oppression and of its carrying 
off their young, with aU the particulura The son said, ‘ To draw bock the 
neck from the command of fate and the mandate of destiny, is not the way 
for cieatures, yet ' 77ie Caiuer of eauaoi ’ has appomtod a remedy for every pain, 
and has sent a cure for every sorrow It is piobable that if ye exert yourselves 
in repelling this nusfortuue, and take steps to untie tbs knot, both tbs 
calamity will be averted from our heads, and tbs burden, too, wiU be 
removed from your hcait ’ These words pleased the sparrows, and while 
one of them stopped to attend to the condition of the young ones, the other 
flew forth in search of relief "When it had flown n little way, it began to 
reflect, saying, ‘Alas' wluther shall T go’ nnd to whom shall I tell the 
affliction ot my heart’ 

COUPIXT 

Gnof on my heart hiw seized, and uh ’ no medicine fur that g-nef 1 know 
A moduinc fur the mmd discabud — fur inward I'ncf— is bard, I trow ’ 

At last he resolved in his mind, that he would toUhis story to whatsoever 
animal liia eyes filst fell upon, ,ind ash a remedy for bs heart's distress from 
it It happened that a iSalomandcr haimg come fuith from a mine of fire 
was waiidcnng m the sprcaduig i»lwn of the desert "When the glance of the 
sparrow lighted upon bm, imd that stiangc form and extraordinary appear- 
ance came into his view, he said to himself, ‘ / Aave fallen upm good,' come 
on, I will disclose the grief of my heart to this marvelous bird, perhaps he 
may undo the knot of my affairs and may shew me the way to a remedy 
Then with the ptmost respect, ho advanced to the Salamander, and after the 
requisite cercinomes and salutation,' he paid the eonvcntional compliments of 
offenng semco The Salamander, too, m a kind and encouraging tone 
expressed the due courtesy required towards travelers, and said, ' The traces 
of weariness arc discernible in thy countenance If tbs arises from the fatigue 

' One MS inacrto via before moratim, but it is evidently better to make this the accuaa- 
m\iT rt dyat hardan vioa 
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of journeying, be pleased to halt some days m this neighbourhood, that [this 
fatigue] may bo exchanged for repose and if the cose be aught else, explain 
it, that to the extent of my power I may exert myself to remedy it 
The spaiTow loosed his tongue, and represented to the salamander his 
piteous condition, after a fashion, that had he told it to a rock it would have 
been rent m pieces by his distress 

ConPLBT 

To wtomaoe’pr the atoty I of my aad grief impart, 

I fieah inflict a dozen wonnda upon his helpless heart 

After heanng this tale, the salamander, too, felt the fire of compassion 
kmdlcd, and he said, ' Gnevo not ' lor I will this mght take such measures 
as to consume his abode and nest and all that tlierem is Dc thou point out 
to me thy dwelling, and go to thy offspring until the time I come to thee 
The sparrow mdicated his dwelling m such a way as not to leave a doubt in 
the mind of the salamander , and with a glad heart and a mmd freed from 
the load of grief, turned towards his own nest When the night came on, 
the salamander, with a number of its own kind, each carrying a quantity of 
naphtha and brimstone, set off in the direction of that spot, and under the 
guidance of that sparrow, conveyed tliemsches to the vicimty of the falcon’s 
nest The latter unaware of that [impending] misfortune, had, with its 
young, eaten plentifully, and ftdlen asleep The salamanders cast upon their 
nest all the naphtha and bnmstonc that they had biought with them, and 
turned back and the blast of divine justice having blown the flame of 
vengeance, feU upon those oppressors They lose up fiom the sleep of negh- 
genco, at a time when the hand of prevention was unequal to the quenching 
of that flame , and all of them, with thou abode and nest, were at once 
consumed to ashes 

coirpLFr 

Oppression's flame, lit mth the tyrant’s breath, 

IVlicii it burst forth rnnsumed hnn first to dcatll 

And I have given this instance that thou mayest know that every one who 
labors to repel an enemy, though he may be small and weak, and bis foe 
great and strong, may yet hope for victory and triumph Kalilab said, ‘ Now 
that the Lion has distmgmshed him above the rest, and has exalted the 
banner of his fortune , to expel the Lon’s attachment to him from his heart, 
and to alter the Lion's feelings towards him, appears very difficult, and kings, 
when they shew favor to any one do not disgrace him y^uthout full cause, 
nor cast from their sight any one whom they have exalted, unless on the 
occurrence of some extraordinary act ' 

COUFLET 

Water engulfa not wood — and wherefore so } It swallows not that which itself made grow 
Damnoh said, ‘ What cause pan be fuller than this, that the King has gone 

I 
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to excess in t'avonng him, and has indulged in contempt for his other muusterH, 
till, as a neecBsary consequence, they have become disgusted with hia service, 
and the advantage of their services and benefit of their advice has been cut 
off from him , and from this state of thmgb great calannties are to be expected ; 
and sages have said, danger arises to a King, and misfortune to a country, 
from one of six things First, disappointment, that is to say, making hiS 
loyal subjects destitute of hope in him, and abandomng people of judgment 
and expenonce, to disgrace Secoudly, mischievous embroilment, and this 
may bo charactonsed as causeless war, and the occurrence of ill-digested 
undcrtukmgs, and provoking hostile parties to imsheath their swords 
Thirdly, sensuality, which is bemg passionately foud of women, and hemg 
too addicted to the chase, and engaging in drmkmg, and shewing an 
inchnation for idle amusements Fourthly, adverse fortune, being such acci- 
dents as time produces, as plague, famine, earthquake's, conflagrations and 
luundaUons, and the like Fifthly, violence of temper, which is carrying 
anger to gieat lengths, luid being excessive in toituics iind pimiahmcnts 
Sixthly, ignnmnec, which is such that in a crisis that colls lor peace the Jang 
has recourse to war, end at the moment for war he inclines to pcLice, and when 
he should use gentle measures he adopts roughness, and when he ought to 
close up the homers of seventy he opens the door of kindness ’ 

oorpiKT. 

InoppoTtunely war or peace comes ill, 

Lot dowers or tlioms the place that suits tboin dll 

Kalilah said, ‘ I saw that thou hodst girded thysclt for levenge, and wast 
lying lu wait fur Shan^ahah , and thou wishest that some evil may hefiill hun 
by what proceeds from thee , and I know that to inflict injury has no good 
result, and that by way of letnhutinn, every one’s mischief recoils on 
himself 

COUPCET 

All who do ill — ^Bo ond but ill attain , Swift on them back the ill recoils again 

And whoever will open the eye of experience, and observe the retnhuhon of 
good and bad, there is no doubt that he will incline to goodness and gentle- 
ness, and will keep hi,s hand and tongue from annoyance ond inj'ury, as the 
just King smd ’ Damnah asked, ‘How was that 

STOllY X 

Kalflah said, ‘I hate heard that m former times there was a Kmg, who had 
opened the hand of despotic power and oppression, and had set the foot of 
obstinate wickedness beyond the beaten path of justice and beneficence 

CoePLET 

World-bummg, mcrcilcea, and prone to blood, 

Earth was embittered by his bitter mood 
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The people mght ond day had lifted up their honda in prayer o^nat hia 
injuetice, and had loosed the tongue of detestation. One day this T^ing 
went to the chase, and when he returned, he ordered a proclamation, saying, 
‘ 0 people ' the eye of my heart has to this day been covered with a veil 
from beholding the aspect of rectitude, and the hand of my transgression has 
drawn the scymitar of tyranny against the countenances of the despairing 
oppressed, and the unhappy objects of persecution Now I have become 
sincerely disposed to cherish my subjects, and steadfast in the ofBoe of admin- 
istration of justice My hope is that after to-day the hand of an oppressor 
wiU not stnke the ring of vocation on the door of any peasant, nor the foot of 
a persecutor reach the court of the dwcUing of any poor man ' 

ton-LUT 

Expect not coso that realm or dime among. 

Where the folks' heart m by the monarch wrung 
The people felt now life at these tidings, and to the poor, the rose of desire 
blossomed in tho garden of hope 

COUrLBT 

When this gUJ news its sudden influence shed, 

Transport the heart, and joy the soul, o’erspread 
In short the felicitous influence of his justice reached such a point, that the 
lambs drank milk from the dugs of the savage honess, and tho pheasant 
sported in communion with the hawk, and on this account they bestowed on 
him the title of ' The Justice-chapcnsing King ’ 

COUPLET 

So firm tho basis, he to justice set, Sulphur and flame as guard and guoidcd met 

One of the confidential ministers of the cabinet of state, took an opportunity 
to ask the state of the case, and inquired into tho change ot the bitterness of 
oppression and tyranny for the sweetness of mercy and good faith The 
King said, ‘That day that I went to hunt, 1 was galloping on every side, 
when suddenly I observed a dog pursue a fox, and bite through the hone of 
hiB leg with his teeth — the hapless fox escaped into a hole with a maimed leg, 
and the dog come hack Piescntly a footman threw a stone and broke the 
leg of that dog, and had not yet gone on a few steps, when a horse kicked 
the footman, and his log was fractured, and the horse too had advanced no 
distance, when his foot went down m a hole and snapped ’ I came to 
myself and said, ‘ Sawest thou what they did, and what they experienced ’ 
Whoever does what he ought not, suffers what he would not ’ 

vaasE 

Seek to do good, shun cnl, and take heed 
For as thou actcel, go too shaft thou speed 
Ever in good dost thou inclme to tread > 

Thou sholt then aye behold upraised thy head 
But if in Tice thou walkeBt, thou shalt see, 

Thyself down trampled by adveisity 

1 2 
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And I liave hit off this example with this view, that thou mayest dread refri- 
hution, and ahandon a malevolent dispoaition, leet diaastroua results ^ould 
reEUih thee, and the meaning [of (iie sayingl ‘ Whoever dug a pit for hu 
brother a»»uredly fell into %t himself,' bo manifested m thy case , and a 
sage has said, ‘Do not evil, that thou mayeat keep back evil,’ dig not a 
pit, lest thou fall therein thyself ' Damniih said, ‘ In this matter I am the 
oppressed — not the oppressor, and I am he that suffers cruelty — not ho 
that inflicts it, and if the oppressed should be occupied with the design of 
revenging himself upon his oppressor, what ictnbution can there be for that ^ 
and if injury should result from him to the mjurer, what harm con therein 
ensue to hmi ’ ' KaKlah said, ' Granted that by this proceeding no obstruction 
occurs to thy fortunes, but m what manner wilt thou exert thyself for the 
destruction of the Ox’ since his power surjiassos thine, vind his fnends and 
ttlhea ore more numerous than those who befriend and support thee ' Damnah 
said, ' One must not huso fine’s proceedings on the greatness of one’s strength, 
and the infinite number of one’s olbes, but piudencc and counsel must be 
esteemed as superior to these, since it is probable that what can be cflbctcd by 
skill and stratagem, is unattainable by Molonce and force , and lias it never 
reached thoe how a Haven dostrojfed a iScrjicnt by stratagem ’’ Kiihlah said, 
' How was that ’ ’ 


STORY XI 

Danmoh’ said, ‘ They have related that a Rai en had taken up its abode on 
the Bide of a mountain, and had made its nest in the fisbure ol a rock, and in 
the vicmity of it was the hole of a Snake, the watoi of whose mouth was 
deadly poison and the locality of death, and the venom of the loots ot whose 
teeth was destructive to the enustitution of existence and hfe liVlienever the 
Haven had young, the Seqjcut devouied them, and consumed the hver of the 
Haven with the brand of the loss of her offspring When the cruelty of 
the Serpent had passed aU bounds, the Haven, reduced to despair, made 
complaint of her plight to a jackal who was her friend, and said, ‘I am 
tbuihing how I can deliver myself from the calamity of this Snake and the 
affliction of this life-pursuing tyrant ’ The jackal asked, ' What steps vvilt 
thou take m this emergency ’ and by what artifice wilt thou got nd of his 
annoyance ’ ' The Hav'en said, ' I intend, when the Snake is asleep, to peck 
out with my blood-dnnkmg beak the eyes with which he surveys the 

‘ I read with the best MS I have imt inaiim f fA bad afh, taking d/t to h* the verbal 
noun of a/at, and to signify ' keeping liaik,’ so as not to conclude both sentences with 
‘-thou mant fall,' according to the erroneous (as I think) reading of the lithographed and 
printed emtians, and according to Kerne's fmnslation, which gives for the English ‘ lest 
thon M into ovil ' ® ’ 

* The word Damnah is, by a typographical error, oniittod in the pnntcd edition, at the 
beginning' of the story, and also in thi* Index 
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world, that he may not be again able to attack those that are the lustre 
of my eyes, and that my offspniig, the light of my vision, may remain 
secure from the wickedness of that mahgnant one ’ The jackal said, ‘ This 
plan swerves frem the right course, for wise men ought to attack their 
enemy m such a manner that there may be no peril of losing then hfe by it 
Take care that thou ahandoncst this thought, that thou mayest not destroy 
thyself hke the Heron who exerted himself for the destruction of the Crab, 
and gave his own dear hfe to the winds ’ The Haven asked, ‘ How was that ’ ’ 

STOHY XII 

The jackal said, ‘There was a Heron which had mode its home on the 
margm of a piece of water, and had turned the countenance of his heart from 
oU other objects to the pursuit of fish In proporbon to his wants he used 
to catch fish, and pass his Lfc m comfort TVTien the inflmiity of old age 
found its way to liun, and lus bodily faculbi's inclined to decay, ho was 
unequal to the pursuit of fish, and being overtaken w'lth the noose of gnef, 
said to himself, 

eoui’urr 

Alas' the caraiiin of jreaio su traediss Jisappmir ' 

That uo ' not e'cii thoir dust has reached my (ouiitry's atmosphere 
Alas ' that T have wasted in sport my precious lite, and that I have not stored 
up anything which could afford me assistanro- m thi' season of old age, or ho a 
support to me, and at this daymj vigoui has laded, yet I cannot do without 
victuals My best course is to base my proceedings on artifice, and spread 
the snaie ot deceit and pretended abstinence , 

iiriirisTicn 

by this prelect I may, perliup'', livi' im 

He then seated himself at tlie bnnk of the water, lamenting and sighing 
and weeping A Crab beheld him from a distance and, advancing, accosted 
him f amdiorly, and said, ‘ hnend ’ I observe thee sorrowftd, what is the 
reason of this ’ ’ Ho replied, ‘ How can I not be grieved, for thou knowest 
that the material of my sustenance and the support of my life was the one or 
two fishes which I daily used to cati'h and by which I obtained enough to 
keep in the breath of life, and food sufficient to prevent me from djnng No 
exbaordmary detriment accrued to the fishes thcrotrom, and my days, too, 
were decked with tho ornament of contentment md happiness To-day two 
fishermen passed by this spot, and were saying, ' In this lake there is an 
abundance of fish — we must settle them ’ One said, 'In such a lake there 

' ' Caravan’ u made a noun of multitude in the text, with a plural veil) , and I have 
accordingly given it a plural verb m Jingliah 

* Xeene tramUtee pdi mardi, ‘ truces of mnnhood,' which is indeed the etymological 
moanum of the word, but the Dictionary tunushes a mere apt secondary .signiflcation, of 
which Ihave availed myself 
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are more fish than m this First let us manage their business, and then let 
ns tom this way ’ Now, if events are to take this course, I must detach my 
heart from sweet life, and must fix it on the bitterness of death ’ As soon aa 
the Crab heard these tidings, it went back with all haste, and going to the 
fish, recounted to them this dismal news just as it had heard it Hereupon, 
a commotion ensuing among them, they, in company with the Crab, betook 
themselves to the Heron, and aiud, ‘ Such and such mteUigence has reached 
us from thee, and has wrested the reins of counsel from our hands , 

COUPLET 

The mare that wc from head tu foot this matter stiU Buno}, 

The more from weakness, compass-like, we wander far astray '■ 

Now we would consult with you * lor ‘ Jle who ta consulted is trustworthy' 
It behoves a wise man, even when enemies apply to him for adviOB, not to 
slight the obligation of counseling rightly, especially in a matter where the 
advantage may revert to himself, nnd thou thyself sayest that the continuation 
of thy existence is bound uji m us, and that thy Me is dependent on our con- 
tinuing to be Therefore what dost thou eonsider advisable in our affair * ’ 
The Heron replied, ' I have myself heard this speech fiom the tongue of the 
fishermen, and there is no possibility of opposing them, and I can tlunk of 
nothing but this device, — I know a pool in the neigbourhood of this, the 
water of which, in purity, boosts of rivaling the real dawn,® and suqiasses 
the world-displaying muTor in showing the images of forms The grains of 
sand may bo counted at the bottom of it, and the eggs of the fish may be 
seen m its basin, and yet with oU this, neither can the diver of the 
understanding reach to its bottom, noi the travellei of the fancy see its shore, 
and the net ot no fisherman has fallen in that lake, and the fish of that w'atcr 
have experienced no captii ity but the chain of water ‘ 

COUPLET 

A lukii it IB whitli like nn ocean flows — 

A sea which neither aourre nor limit know'b 

If you could migrate thither, you might pass the rcmnmdei of j onr Me m 
flocunty and contentment, nnd dchght and ease ’ They lephod, ' The tliought 
IB good, but without thy md and friendly assistance, our departure thither is 
impossible ' The Heron answered, ‘I will not withhold fiom you whatever 
strength and power I possess but time presses , every moment the fisher- 


'■ Bar gashiah here signifies ‘ wandenng from its bead,’ which the pomts of the compasses 
do when they arc nsed I have found it imposeiblo to carry out the pliy on words in English. 

• The MSS nnd the hthographed edition road hmam, but smeo the pluml is usod m 
the preceding verses, I think it would bo better to read kmtm 

* According to the Orientals there aro two dawns, the mtbh t kdzib > false dawn,’ and the 

.snM-i sdHii, at 'true dawn ’ ' ^ 

‘ Tho ripple of the water is oomporod to a chain. 
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men may oome, and the opportunity will be lost ’ The fiahea besought him, 
and after much entreaty, it woa determined that every day he should remove 
some fiah and convey them to that lake The Heron, then, every morning 
earned some hah, and on the top of a hiUock, which was near, devoured 
them, and when it returned, the othera hasted to remove and emigrate, and 
Bought for precedence and pnority over one another , and wisdom wept with 
a warmng eye over their foUy and unwarmcaa, and tune, with its thousand 
eyes, shed tears over theu lamentable condition And undoubtedly any one 
who is beguiled by the flattery of on enemy and thinks fit to place confidence 
m a mean person of innate wickedness, this is his punishment When many 
days had passed, the desuc of (gomg to) this lake entered into the hood of a Crab 
also He wished to remove, and mformed the Heron of that idea The Heron 
reflected, ‘ There is not a more thorough enemy of mine than this My best 
plan 18 to convey him to his friends ' He then advanced, and having taken 
the Crab on his neck, turned hia face towaids the restmg-plaee of the fishes 
The Crab, who saw the bones of the fish from a distance, perceived how the 
matter stood He reflected that a wise man, when he sees on enemy intent 
on his life, is exerting liimaeli tor liia own destruction if he neglects to 
struggle, and that, should he exert huusclf, his condition will not fail to bo 
one of two things If he comes off victorious, he leaves a reputation for 
eourag(i upon the page of time , and if he foils, he at least escapes being 
repioaclied for want of courage and spiiit in defending himself 

STANZA 

Should a focnian thuc attath, to npil hiB mjurj 
Struggle with thy utmost might, il fui wisdom lamed thoii he 
Art thou suci'CBsful, thou luBt thin thy wiBlii'd-lur nhjeit won 
Hut (ihouldat thou tail, thou art exiUBtd, thou hast thy duty dune 

The t'rah then threw hunself on the neck of the heron and began to squeeze 
his throat tightly The Heron was old and weak, and with a little throttling 
become insensible, and falling down from the air was leveled with the dust 
The Crab, having descended from his neck, went his way, and having stepped 
along the road, came to the remaining fiahea, and minghng lamentations for 
lost fnenda with congratulations on the hfe of the survivora, mformed them 
how matters stood All of them rejoiced, and reckoned the death of the 
Heron as a renewal of existence and a life without hmit 

VFHBE 

One breath of hfe that we should draw when such a. foe is gone. 

Transcends, 1 deem, a hundred ycoTs that circle idly on 
It is not for us to glory o'er our foeman's fallen day , 

Yet from our foe one free-drawn breath excels all thou canst say 

■And I have mtrodneed this story with this object, that thou niayest know 
that many a one penahos by his own stratagems and deceit and the 
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miBchiBVous effects of his perfidiousuess, according to the text, ' hut the eon- 
tnvimee of evil thall only enoonipatt the authore thereof ‘ recoil upon 
hunBolf, ncTertheleBfi I will point out a way to thee, m Bccordaiice with 
which, if thou shouldcst act, it may be the cause of thy preservation, and of 
the destruction of thy enemy The Eaven said, ‘ One must not slight the 
suggestions of friends, nor act in opposition to the wise ’ 

OOOPLET 

To the winc-houac, thou, cupbearer' brckoiicst mo to take my nay, 

'Twere not friendship's course resistance to thy counsels to display 
The jackal said, ‘ The advisable course is this, that thou shouldcst soar aloft 
in am and cast thine eyes on the terraces ot the houses and plums, and 
wherever thou heholdest an ornament which it is possible to carry, there 
stoop and snatch it up, and fly through the air m sudi a way os to he visible 
to men's ejes, and theie is no doubt that some peisons will follow thee to 
recover the ornament Wien tliou dravvest near to the Serpent cast the 
ornament upon it, so tiiat when the eyes of those men bght upon him they 
may release him from tlie bonds ol bfe, and then recover the ornament And 
thy heart will be fifed fiom core without any exertions on thy own part ’ 
The Ilttvcn, m accordance with tlie suggestion of the jackal, tmuod towards 
on inhabited place Presently it saw a, woman who had put down an 
ornament on the coiner of a terrsee, and was herself occupied with her 
ablutions The Eav en earned off the ornament, and m the same maimer us 
the jackal had said, threw it on the fcieqient The men who had come m 
pursuit of the Euven forthwith eiushed the Suipent's head, and the Haven 
was set fioc [horn its foe] ’ 

lIEHIBTIcn 

The foe departcil, witli him weut oui Icjra - 
IJamnuh said, ‘ I have corned this fable that thou mayest know that things 
which may lie oteomphslicd by artiiico, are impossible by mere force ' 
Kalllah replied, ‘The Ox paBsesses strength and fierceness and understandmg 
and prudence, all these things — and over such a person it is not possible to 
prevail by stratagem, smeo on every side that thou by deceit preparest a 
trench, he by forethought will repair it, and perhaps liefore thou const make 
a Bupjier off him, ho may breakfast upon thee Hut peihops the story ot 
that Hare never reached thy cars, who formed the design of entrappmg the 
fox, and got caught itself^ ' Uomnoh asked, ‘ How was that^ ’ 

‘ Hupkn, FI, rh iixi, 43, Mar xmv 42, Sole p 329,1, 33 ‘ Thfi Koreish BWare 
hi God, with a most tulcmn oath, that it a preacher had lome unto them, they would surely 
huvebcon moro wUluiglj directed than any nation, hut now a pieachcr is come unto them, 
it hath only increased in them their aversion Iroin the truth, tlieir arrogance m the earth, 
and their contnving of evil, but tin lontnvancc ot CTil shuU only enconipaBS the authors 
thereof ' 

“ Thore is a play on words m this line nhith 1 have been unnblt to rctam m English. 

‘ The foe ilopartoil from the midst (or from the waist), and at the same timo the tear from our 
bosom ’ 
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STOEY XIII 

Ealflah said, ' I have heard that a hungry wolf waa rmmmg along a plain 
on the scent of a meal, when he beheld a Hare asleep under the shade of a 
bush, and whose hmbs the slumber of negligence had occupied The wolf, 
accounting it a rare pn^o, began to steal gently towards it The Hare bemg 
put on the alert by the terror of his breath, at the alarm of his step, 
started up, and was about to fly The wolf, obstructing the rood, exclaimed, 

coopi»r 

‘ Approach' approach ' for I from thee this distance cannot bear , 

Depart not, ah ' deport not ' for thy porting brings despoil I ' 

The Hare, from fear of him, waa fixed motionless to the spot, and beginning to 
auppheate, rubbed the face of humble entreaty on the ground, and said, ‘ I 
know that the fire of the hunger of the prmce of beasts is bimung fiercely, 
and that hia appetite is raging m quest of food, and I with this weak body 
and slender form, am no more than a mouthful to the king What is the 
good of me, and what will be effected* by eating me’ In this neighbourhood 
there IS a fox, who is unable to move from excessive fatness, and from his 
quantity of flesh finds it impossible to stir I imagine that his flesh by its 
bueculencc, resembles the water of life, and his blood from its sweetness and 
freshness is comparable to sharbat made with the finest sugar If my lord 
wiH deign to take the trouble of stepping with me, I, by any stratagem that 
1 find practicable, ■will make him a prisoner, and my lord may break his fast 
upon him If this gratification is obtained, why so much the better, if 
otherwise 1 myself am still your prisoner and captive 

HEHIBTlCa 

Go ' loHbu otben, we are already thiae 

The wolf, deceived by his plausible speeches, took the way to the abode of 
the fox Now in that 'vicmity there was a fox who in cunning might have 
lectured Satan, and m wily devices and trickery, have given lessons to fancy 
and imagination 

VEBSE 

A sharp y ouug fui he ' who by craft made gam , 

N 0 ' rather ta.\-c(illcLtnr of that plaiD 

lie played his tricks through Acid and hamlet still, 

And from all beasts bore off tbc prize of skill 
Outcries he raised amid the beasts that prowl 
Along the waste , caused village dogs to howl 
And with a bound deceived the watchful eye , 

Sweeping mth bushy tail the courtyard of the sky. 


Lit ' What will be bound or what loosed from eating me ? ’ 
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The Hare had an old quarrel with him, and on the preeent occasion, having 
obtained an opportunity, he determined on revenge, and having left the wolf 
at the entrance of the hole, ho went into the abode of the fox and performed 
the ouEtomary salutations and benedictions The fox, too, with the utmost 
deference, returned his salutahoiis, and said, 

ooepixT 

‘Welcome art tliDu' whence boat thou come? enter, and seated bo ' 

Come in ' end sit, on my two eyes a seat I'll give to thee ' 

The Hare replied, 'It la a long time that I have continued stiU m the 
desire of being exalted by a meeting, and by reason of tho obstacles of 
deceitful fortune, and the accidents of faithless and inconstant tune, I remain 
excluded from that happiness At this time a holy man' who has been 
exalted to imgly dignity in the Egypt of divine favor, and m the region of 
samtship is a sage indulgent to his disciples, hug honoicd us by coming fiom 
the sacred shnne to this country, and having heard the fame ot the monastic 
seclusion and retirement of your highucss, has made this humble slave the 
medium of introduction, ui ordoi that he may irradiate the eye of liis heart 
with your world-adoming beauties, and perfume the nostrils of Ins soul with 
tho sweet scents of your muek-resembluig thouglits 11 tbcie be permission 
for a visit, it IB well and good, but if tlie occasion does not admit of it, another 
time may serve 

OOOTLBT 

Ot let him fiom this door go bock, like an nneipecteJ woe, 

Or atop like answered prayer to which the heavens accoptauce shew ’ 

The fox read ftom tho page of this discourse the writing of fraud, and beheld 
m the mirror of these words, the delineation of the form of deceit He said 
to hunself, ‘My advisable course is this, that I should act to them in 
accordance with their own conduct, and pour too part of their own mixture 
into their own throat 

HEMISTICH 

Those who east clods arc answered with a stone ’ 

The fox then made use of sundry comphmentory exprossionB, and said, ‘ We 
have on this account girded our loms m the scrncc of travelers, and have for 
this reason opened the door of our cell in tho face of holy men, that we 
may benefit by tho beauty of their cnraphircd state and tho perfection of 
their sentunents And especially to such a saint as thou representost 
and to a perfectly holy man of the kind thou desenbest, how can I fail in 
ho^tality, or what particle of service could I omit ’ for ‘ the guest when he 
altghte, ahghts to hts own appointed food,’ and the ancients have said, 


* 'Aafe, besides signiflyuig ‘ a holy man,’ is also a apeual title of the kings of Egynt It 

is therefore well chosen here in relation to ‘ Egypt,’ w'hich foUows 
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STANZA 

Each one on earth thou seeit, doth hu own 
Allotted food consume, whether hia bread 
Upon thy table or on hia be spread 
Wherefore thou ahouldst the favor not disown 
Which guests on thee confer, in that they eat 
Ae bounty, at thy table, their own meat 

NeYerthelesB I entortam the hope that thou wilt delay thus long, until I 
sweep out the corner of my cell and spread for my guest of fortunate footstep, 
a carpet which may befit the occasion ’ The Hare imagined that he had 
succeeded in cajoling the fox,' and that the Litter would soon do himself 
the honor of waiting on the wolf Ho [therefore] rephed, ‘The guest 
is a man without ceremony, and of the siraphcity of character suited to 
a darvesh , and is indifferent to decoration in place or dress , but since your 
noble mind desires to obsen'c some ceremony, there is no harm, too, m that ’ 
With these words the Hare went out and detailed all that had occurred to 
the wolf, and imparted to him the pleasing tidings of the fox having been 
deceived, and began again to renew — ^for, ‘in everything new there is pleasure’ 
— his encomium of the flesh and fat, and juiciness and freshness of the fox, 
and the wolf, having whetted the teeth of appetite, was hekmg his hps^ at 
the anticipated relish of the fox's flesh, and the Hare flattered himself,’ on 
account of the service, with the idea of release The fox, however, through 
piudence and foresight, had, a very long tune previously, dug a deep pit in 
his abode and had gradually earned out the earth from it and covered the 
top ot it with a little rubbish and straw, and he had also a secret passage by 
which, on emergency, he could make his way out When he had sent the 
Hare away,* he came to the mouth ot the pit and disposed the rubbish in 
such a maimer that it would give way on the slightest movement He then 
came to the mouth of the secret way and called out, saymg, ‘ Hcspccted 
guests, be pleased to take the trouble of steppmg forward ' ' and simulta- 
neously with their mgress he went forth fioui that hole The Hare with 
prodigious alacrity, and the wolf with the utmost greedmess, entered that dark 
cell, and their steppmg on the rubbisli was simultaneous with their falling 
to the bottom of the pit The wolf imagmcd that that stratagem, also, was 
of the Hare’s doing and he tore him to pieces m an mstant, and dehvered the 
world from the reproach of his existence And I have adduced this story m 
order that thou mayest know that artifices do not succeed against the wise, 
and one who poBsessos a share of caution and foresight, does not suffer 

* Lit ' that hie breath had takca in the fox 

’ Lit ' WHS making hu mouth sweet ’ 

’ Lit ' bonad with himself the thought of release ’ 

* The pnnted edition has, by a tj’pographical error, a ‘k’ for a ‘ g' in the word gmil, 

‘ dismission,' ' ferewoll ' 
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himself to be infatuated by the deceitful arts of any one ’ Damnah said, ‘ It 
is as tiiou sayest, but the Ox is conceited of himself, and la not on his ^uard 
against my hostility , and through this supincncss I may overthrow him , for 
the arrow of perfidy which they discharge from the ambush of friendship, 
penetrates the more deeply , and perhaps thou hast not heard m what way the 
treachery of that Hare became effectual against the young Lion, and as he 
was not on the alert ogamst hvs treachery, he fell, in spite of his good sense 
and sagacity, into the whirlpool ot destruction ’ Kalfljh inquired ‘ How 
was that ' ' 


STOllY XIV 

Damnah said, ‘ They have related that iii the environs of linghdad there 
Was a meadow, the biee/e ol which might have imported Irosh perfume to 
the fragrance of I’aradxhe, and the bright reflection of whose sweet herbs 
might have added lustre to the eye of heaven From evciy branch of its 
fl.owery borders a tliuusand stars were shining, and at the beauty of each ot 
those stars the mno heavens were amazed ' 

VEUSF 

There s liter 'nud Ihcjmi} veidure glides, 

As in a mould of lapis lazuli 
Mercurial globules— on the streamlet's sides 

Upspnng sweet herbs , tho dawn smells wooinglj, 

And perlume-ruiniiig zephyrs wanton by 

And in that verdant plain were many wdd beasts,^ and in oojisequenoe of tbo 
cxceUont lur and exlularatmg country, and the abundance of water, and 
ample supply of food, they passed their time in pleasure and enjoyment But 
in that neighlmurhood lived a fierce and cruel Lion, who every day displayed 
hiB ill-omcnod visage to those helpless aiumals, and embittered their 
happmosB and existence One day they, with ono accord, went to the 
Lion, and after declaring their liiyidty and submissive obedience, said, ‘ 0 
king ' wc are thy subjects and followers, and thou, each day, after much 
trouble and infinite exertion, art able to hunt down ono of us or not, and we, 
through dread of thee, ore always distracted with distress, and thou, ton, m 
troublous inquietude in pursuit of us We have now thought of a plan 
which may bo a source of comfort to thee, and to us the cause of security 
and rest If thou wilt discontinue molesting us as heretofore, and wdt not 
daily distract us, wo will send a quarry at breakfast-time os a daily supply 
for the royal kitchen, and will not allow of any failure in the performance of 


> Sar fftridn, ‘ amazed,’ or ‘ rcyolyiog,' The ambiguity is intentional 
‘ Keane again translates wuhmh ‘haimlsss animals' , but, as before said (p 8fi, n 1), I 
cannot think that this mooning can ever be attached to the word It signmcs rathor 'an 
abimal of tho desert — fleree, strong, and nntimed— from uaW ‘ desolate ' 
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this ’ The Lion assented and they used daily to cast lots, and on which- 
ever beast's name the lot fell, him they used to send os n portian to the 
Lion , tiU in this monnei some time had elapsed One day the lot fell on a 
Hare, and fortune mode him a target for the arrow of calamity He said to 
his friends, ‘ If ye wiU show me a httle forbearance m despatching me, I 
will dehver you from the oppression of this tyrant ’ They rephed, ‘ There is 
no difficulty about this ' The Hare delayed for an hour, till the tune of 
breakfast had passed, and the ferocious nature of the Lion being excited, he 
ground his teeth together from anger and fury The Hare went very gently 
towards him and found him exccssiiely vexed The fire of hunger had 
seated him on the winds,’ and the glare of anger was evident in all his 
movements and postures 

COUVLET 

To heat the etamath's oren more and more. 

Will he disastrous when our food la o’er 

The Hare saw that the Lion, from excess of fury, was lashing the ground 
vengefully with his tail, and wishing in his heart to infringe the treaty He 
advanced slowly and saluted him The Lion asked, ' Whence comest thou ^ 
and what are the beasts about ’ ’ He rtpbed, ' They, according to pstabhshed 
custom, sent a Hare in company with me, and we set out together to wait on 
your highness A Lion met us in the way and earned off the other Hare, 
and m spite of our vehement protestations that, this is the food of the king of 
beasts and the allowanoe provided for their monarch, he heeded not my 
words, and said, ‘ This is my hunting-ground and the game here belongs 
to mo ’ 

HEMISIICH 

Perhaps thua host not heard tliu. proverb, ‘Ever) hon has his wood ' ' 

0 king ' he made use of such boasts and enlarged so on his own might and 
prowess, that I lost all patience, and ruiming from his presence, hastened 
hither that I might represent to your enhghtened mind the state of the case ’ 
A bhnd sense of honor was stirred in the Lion [by these words], and he 
exclaimed, 

VEBfiE 

‘I am he who m dealing the thrust^ and the blow, 

Will teach lions the art of encountering the foe 
Who then IS the lion who will dure to make prey 
Of a quarry whore I, and I only, hear away ’ 

He then added, ‘ 0 Hare ' const thou show him to me that I may wrest from 
him the justice thy heart requires, and may also wreak on him niy own 

’ ‘ Caused him to bo mstleas,’ is, I suppose, the plam Engbsh of this extraordinary 
expression 

* The to’w IS evidently here opposed to the which is ' the cut' of a weapon— #o’n 
IS ‘ the thrust,' not, I think as Keene translates it, ‘taunts,’ which, in fact, are worse than 
uaeleaa m battle 
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revenge ’ ’ The Haro replied, ‘ Why should 1 not be able, when he has 
spoken many disrespectfal things of the king ^ and had I had the power, I 
should hare made his skull a cup ' for the beasts of the desert 

COnPLET 

But I, in God, am Hopeful him to see, 

To my hoart'a tnumph, clutched, cast down ty thco ’ 

Saying this he led the way, and the simple-hearted Lion, ensnared by his 
wiles, went on after him The Hare brought the Lion to the mouth of a 
large well, the water of which, from its clearness, like a Chmeso mirror, 
reflected ohjeots distinctly, and oould faultlessly represent, to the lookers in, 
the external shape and countenance of every one 

COUPLET 

None gaisi therein hut, on the tablet bn^ht 
Of Its pure contonti, read his form aright 

I^Tha Hare snid^, ‘ 0 King ' thy worthless foe is in this well and I am afraid 
of his terrors if the King will take me up in his arms I will shew him hia 
enemy ' Ihe Lion lifted him up and looked down into the well He beheld 
his own shape and that of the hare in the water Ho imagined that it was 
that very lion ond hare that had been his o\fn allotted food which he 
held in his hug Ho put down the Hare and plungi'd into the well, and after 
smking twice or thnoo consigned his bloodthirsty spirit to the flames of hell 
and the Haro returning m safety, announced to the beasts the circumstimceB of 
the adventure, and performing due thanksgmng to (iod, fod at pleasure m 
the gardens of security and peace, and eon tinned to rente this couplet, 

COUPlET 

One draught of water, quit of wicked men,* 

Transcends a life of threescore Jcais and ten 

And by the citation of this example it may be discerned that however 
powerful on enemy may be, it is possible to get the better of him m a moment 
of supmenesB ' Kaliliih said, ‘ If thou destroy the Ox, in such a manner os 
not to afflict the lion, it might have a shew of reason, and one might excuse it, 
but if his rum is not to be effected without hurt to the bon, take core that 
thou dost not meddle in this matter, smeo no sensible person wilhngly disturbs 
his master to secure his own comfort ’ With these words the conversation 
came to an end, and Hamnoh having robred from attendance [on the hon], 
betook himseK to the comer of retirement, until one day having found an 
opportunity he thrust himaelf m private upon the lion, and stood like one 

* This meaning of db khurd u not giren in the Dictionary, nor is that of ‘moist, 
jmey,' or ‘fed with moisture,’ which it evidently bears at p 105, 1 7, of the printed edition 
Boe p 124, 1 18, of this translation 

> I take the sentunent intended by ai jw-t bad tual to be the same as that emressed at 
p 110,1 37 Keene liaiulates * after aoa thoughts ' * 
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griered and pensive, heait-soie and hanging down his head The Lion said, 
' It IS some days since I have seen thee, is all well ^ ’ He replied, ‘ Please 
Gkid it may turn out weU'’ The Lion was startled* and said, ‘Has anything 
happened ’ ’ ‘ Indeed, yea ’ ’ rephcd he ‘ Delate it, ’ said the Lion. 

Daninah answered, ' For that a private audience and leisure are necessaiy ’ 
‘This moment is the time,’ said the Lion, ' explam it with all despatch, for 
a matter of importance admits not of delay, and if the busmeBS of to-day be 
put off tUl to-morrow a thousand calamities result 

CailTLET 

Do not procrastinate — ^bcgin to do 1 For in delay are many evils, too 

Damnah said, ' Ho statement, the hearing of which may cause aversion in 
the hearer, should be rashly delivered, nor should it be uttered without 
thorough oonaidi'ration and much thought, unless there be perfect confidence 
in the good sense and discretion of the hearer, and the latter too should con- 
sider the circumstances of the speaker, as to whether ho is in a position to 
give faithful advice or not, and when he hnows^hat the speaker can have no 
object hut the discharge of the debt which he owes for past favours, ho ought 
to hsten to his word with the ear of attention, particularly when the 
advantages and benefits thereof wdl revert to himself ’ The Lion said, 
‘ Thou knowest that I am an exception to kings through the excellence of 
my judgment and the superabundance of my understanding, and that in 
listening to the words of every one I propose to myself, lor observance, the 
discrimination that becomes a monarch, say therefore, without ceremony, 
whatever thou wishest, and unhesitatingly reveal whatever has come mto thy 
mind ’ Damnah said, ‘ I too have found permission to be thus bold, in that 
my confidence m the understanding and wisdom of the king is excessive, and 
it IB moreover palpable that I speak from pure affection and the moat genuine 
honesty, and stain not my words with doubt and snsjucion and interested 
and corrupt motives , and, save the touchstone of the unponaJ min d, there is 
no standard for assaying language 

COUPLET 

Praise be to God ' ui tbc imponal nuad, A touchstone of pure com and base we find ' 

The Lion said, ‘ The abundance of thy honesty is manifest and the traces 
of it are evident on the visage of thy affairs, and thy words are altogether 
pregnant with good feeling and exceUent advice, and doubt and suspicion 
find no possibility of entermg mto the procmets thereof ’ Damnah said, ‘ The 
existence of all the beasts is bound up m the contmuance of the kmg's hfe 
"Wherefore it behoves every subject who is choracteriBod and impressed with 


' Lit. ‘ was from his place ’ I note these idiomaticol oipTessians os valuable to the 
student. 
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the marks of sincent^ imd royalty,' that he withhold nothing from the king 
of the right discharge of his duties, and the representation of faithful counsel • 
for the wise have decreed that, ‘Whosoever conceals the truth from the 
king, keeps hock an ailment from the physician, and does not see fit to 
disclose his poverty and hunger to his fnends, may be regarded as a traitor 
to himself ’ The Lion responded, ‘ Thy loyalty and smglenBSs of mind, 
have long ago been apparent to me and I have long since known thy 
upnghtnesa and good faith Now speak ' what event has happened ^ in 
order that, after acquaintance with the circumstances of the case, we may 
occupy oui selves with deliberation ’ Damnah, when he had ensnared the 
Lion by his artful words, loosed his tongue, and said, 

COUILET 

'May wisdom guidii thec, king' and victory 
'I'heo follow, and thj foimen vanqmshtd be ' 

Shanzabah has held pnvata meetings with the leaders of the army, and has 
entered into conversation with the I'lllars ot the state, and said, ‘ I have 
tried the Lion, and fathomed the extent of his strength iind might and judg- 
ment and sagacity, and in each have clearly disceincd niany defects and 
infinite weakness 

COUPCtT 

Not ho tho horo that my fancy dnw , 

TIo 16 not fludi — my thought was ill iintnio 

And 1 am in amazement — that while the king has shoma all this profuseness 
in honoring that faithless ingtate and has made him the ' alter ego'' in the 
government and administration of the empire — in return foi these favors, this 
procedure should have been developed by liiin, and m requital of such 
benefits such a pretension should have been set up by him and assuredly in 
accordance with the saying, ' Vtrtly man lecomdh insolent because he seeth 
himself to abound m riches,'' one who beholds his hand unrestromed in 
command and prohibition, and finds the reins for slackening or compressing 
state affairs in the grasp of his own power, will have eggs deposited m the 
nest of tho biain by the imp of mischief, and the tempest of rebellion will 
break forth from the hlocknoss of his heart 

VEDSE 

Whom fortune raises from profound distress, 

Exalts, lifts to the summit of success 
'Twere strange if ho should kmgly aims forego. 

Nor cast his lasso o'er tho struggling foe 

t Lit ‘ pure disposition and Irgitimacy ' 

’ Lit ‘The one of two ' I know of no English equivalent to sunt isimn 

I I^ur'tn, eh ecV- 0, Sale, p 448, 1 10 ‘ Head, by thy most beneficent Lord, who 

taught tho use of the pen , who teacheth man that which he knuweth not Assuredly Yeinly 
man beoometh insolent because he seeth himself abound m nches Vcnly unto thy Wid shaH 
be tho return of all ’ In this quotation AbQ Jahl is reforred to, as all commontatois agree 
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The Lion said, ‘ 0 Bamnah ! ponder well what words these are which thou 
apeakest Whence hast thou learnt these circumstanoea ? and if it be as 
thy words import, what measures can be adopted m relation to this atfair 
Damnah rephed, ‘ The loftmess of his rank, and the elevation of his position, 
IS well known to the king, and when a soicrcign beholds one of his servants 
vieing with himself in rank, digmty, wealth and pomp, he should speedily 
away with him, othei wise the affair will become impracticable, and the king 
will be overthrown, and as to a remedy for tins matter, in such-wise as the 
enlightened soul of the kmg requires, how can oui dull mind, and deficient 
intelligence arrive at it ^ But I know this much, that preventive measures 
should be promptly adopted in the case of the Ox, and that if your majesty 
deliberates, it is possible the affair may come to that point, that the step of 
counsel will be unequal to the extent of its measurement 

I !. 

SIANZA s' 

Thy foe was but an ant, a seipent now la he’ 4'/^^ 

Then on this snake-turned ant take vonpeance now 
For soon this serpent will a nii/Tht) dragon be, 

If thou delay, and him to lire allow 

And they have said that men arc of two idasscs, the man of caution, and the 
weak man The weak man is he who, at the time of the occurrence of an 
event, and the event of an occurrence, is confounded and distracted, and irre- 
Bolutc and perplexed , and the man of caution is ho who, making use of 
foresight, considers the issues ot affairs , and the man of caution is edso of two 
kmds The first is he who, before the appearance of danger has already 
thoroughly appreciated its charactei, and who, m the begummg of on affair, 
by the eye of understanding, discema what others discover at the termi- 
nation, and who consults for the issue of thmgs at their commencement 

HrMIHTICH 

Deliberation first and action last 

And such a person, before falling into the whirlpool of calamity, will be able 
to convey himself to the shore of safety, and him they call ‘ most cautious ’ 
And the other is he, who, when calamity arrives, mamtains an unshaken heart, 
and does not allow himself to be penetrated by dismay and terror, and 
doubtless from such a person tlie right road and advisable course will 
not remain cohcealed, and him they coll ‘ cautious ’ And with reference to 
the state of these three persons, of whom one is wise, and the second half- 
wise, and the third ignorant — the story of those Three Fishes is applicable, who 
chanced to he together in a pond ’ The Lion asked, ' How befell that ^ ’ 
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Danmah said, ‘TliBy have related that there waa a pool of water at a 
distance from the highway, and hidden iirom the nctioe of travelers, and its 
retired waters were pure like the faith of the spiritual, and ita appearance 
such as to suffice those who were m search of the water of hfe, and this lake 
oommunicated with a running atream In it abode three large fishes, such 
that the celestial fish,* through envy of them, waa broiled on the ftying- 
pan of jealousy, like Aries hy the heat of the sun And one of those three 
fishes was Very Cautious, and the second Cautious, and the other Helpless 
Suddenly, in the season of spring, when the world, from the adornment of its 
flower-gardens, was like the garden of paradise, and all paits of earth's 
surface, from its bright and sweet-scented plants, resembled the ayure vault 
full of stars , when the chambtrLun, the morning breeze, had adorned earth’s 
floor with many-hued carpets, and the pecrlesa gardener of cieation hod 
ornamented the world with flowers of divers colois, 

VKESE 

Mom's’ musk-diifiiBing broezo Ihc gardin funned 
■White ns the loTed one's cheek, the jnsniiue pale 
Hung groccful — and like mutriss, snnling bUnd, 

Beading prapttiuus to the lover's tale— 

To the young breeze roeos then )mes unveil 

All at once, two or tliroe fishermen hapiiened tu pass by that water, and by 
the will of God they discovered the circumstances of the abode of those three 
fishes in that lake, exactly os things really were Having agreed therefore 
on a rendezvous with one another, they hastened to bnng their nets, and the 
fishes, having gained infrUigence of that circumstance, immersed as they 
were m water were, nevertheless, made to consort with the fire of anguish 
"When night drew on, the fish that was perfectly wise and poBaessed extreme 
caution, inasmuch oe he had often witnessed the violence of oppressive fortune, 
and the petulance of the faithless heavens, and ub hit. foot was planted firmly 
on the carpet of expenenoe, began to reflect on the means of escape from the 
net of the fishermen, and to ponder on deliveranoo from their bonds 

VEllBE. 

Own bull as prudent and as throuphly vvi^tp, ^ 

Who fouiidti his notions on n bfiso spcurc 
But m whose cautiQii au^^ht dofcttive liCh, 

His ground of action is niOht weak, be sure 

He therefore adopted expeditious measures, aud before even consulting with 

^ Alioa tho sign Fisces 

» I have slightly amplified those verses In Keene's tmnslntion, doubtless from a 
typographical error, we read ‘ The garden was loaded with musk by the breeze of the mom 
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hia friendfl, made lua exit on the side adjacent to the flowing BLremn In the 
monung the fishermen oame and firmly Becured both sides of the lahe. Then 
the half-wise fish, who was adorned with the ornament of good sense, but 
who possessed no share of the stores of experience, when he beheld this state 
of dungs, felt much contrition, and said, ' 1 have chosen to be negligent, 
end the termination of the affairs of the supine is like the present It 
behoved me, hke that other fish, before the descent of calamity, to have taken 
thought for myself, and previous to the assault of misfortune to have 
pondered the way to escape 

OOUPLBT 

Think of the cure before Uie thuig occurs, 

He gneres m vmn who till ‘ tis past defers 

Ifow Since the opportunity of flight is gone, it is the tune for stratagem and 
artifice, and although they have said that deliberation during the time of 
disaster yields but httlc advantage, and but small frmhon is derivable 
from the produce of good sense m the period of calamity , stdl, notwith- 
standing all this, it behoves a wise man m no way to despair of the benefits 
of wisdom, nor to allow of delay or tardiness m repe lling the devices of an 
enemy He then made himself appear dead, and went floating on the 
surface of the water One of the fishermen picked him up, and fancying him 
to be dead, threw him on the ground , and he, craftily flinging himself into a 
rivulet, preserved his life 

COOFLEI 

T)io, ftiond ' if thou cnfraiichisemrnt wouldst gum, 

Undying, thou canat not thy friend obtain 

And the other fish m whose proceedings supmeness prevailed, and in 
whose actions imbecility was apparent, darted about rigbt and left, astounded 
and bewildered and fatuous, and, trying to escapo, rushed to the surface 
and to the bottom,' until at last he was captured And by oonsidermg 
this story, the pnneo may be convinced that measures should be speedily 
taken with reference to Shanzabah , and before opportunity and power 
expire, he should strike the fire of regret into the soul of that miscreant, 
with a high-tempered sword , and having given the harvest of his life to the 
winds of destruction, raise up the smoke of affliction’ from his family to 
the sky 

COUPLET 

Host thou the mastery o’er thy trcscheroiu foe, 

His brsms theu shatter with the stone of woe ' 

The Lion said, ‘ I understand what thou hast spoken, but I have no 
suspicion that Shanzabah meditates any treason, and will allow himself to 


' Keene seems to have had a different reading, os he translates, ' and kept looking to 
the Burloee and to the bottom ’ 

“ Bid signifies the ' breath of angmsh,’ as well as ' smoke ’ 

K 2 
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Teqmte past favors by subsequent ingrahtude, for up to this penod I have 
indolged in nothing but goodness and kindness towards him ’ Baninah 
responded, ‘ Exactly so, but by these bounhes of the King he has reached 
hui present elevation 

COUFCBT 

At thy free wiU to sinite, ecleot the spot, 

Since thou wilt buItc the wound — it matlere not 

A worthless fellow naturally bod, wiU be a sincere and loyal adviser so long 
as be bos not reached the station which he hopes to gam, but wheu bis wish 
is accomphshed, ambition to obbim further advancement — which befits him not 
— wiU shew itself from the store-house of his thoughts and the wise have 
said ' that the service of the mean and ignoble is based on the canon of fear 
and hope When once hr is secure from the intrusions of fear, he darkens 
the fonntam of his loyalty, and when he has been lendered mdependent by 
the attornment of his object, he kindles the fire of ingratitude and mischief’ 
The Lion said, ‘ How then ought we to treat servants of a base disposition 
and sordid mind, in order that the traces of their ingratitude may not be 
evinced^’ Bamnab replied, 'Yon ought not to exclude them fiom your 
favors to such a degree that they should suddenly despond, and, abandoning 
your semoe, affect the side of your enemies , nor ought you so to bestow on 
them favors and wealth, that, having reached the zenith of success, extrava- 
gant fancies may develop themselves in them But rather they ought to pass 
their life always between hope and fear, and their course of action should bo 
perpetually governed by promises and threats, and dread and expectation , 
smee opulence and immunity make them seH-sufficicnt and that becomes a 
cause of rebellion and guilt, and [on the other hand] despair and destitution 
render memals bold, and hence anses injury to the royal power 

ConPLBT 

Duspuir makes man audacioua — insolent 
0 fnend * my desperation tlien preyent ’ 

The Lion said, ‘ To my mmd it seems that the mirror of Shanzabah's 
condition, is pure from the stom of this deceit, and the page of his heart 
clear and unsulhed by the character of these thoughts , and I have always 
been m the posihon of benefactor towards him, and have continuously 
associated hia career with indulgence, and after an undcviating course of 
kindness and favor to him fium me, how could he doviBC evil and mischief in 
return ^ 

CoerLET 

My heart affection's flag for him displays, 

Why should ho then a hostile buimcr ruse f ' 


’ I have gencTallv translated A«c«ir^dii ‘ the wise,’ and Scene still more invonahly rondeil 
' the ancients ' The word ma,v, I think, here either meaning 
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Damnah aoid, ' The kin^ must understand that stimghtforwaid conduot 
never proceeds from a crooked nature, and that one of an evil disposition and 
n had stock, neither hy the efforts of others nor self-exertion, will become of 
a praiseworthy character or pure, for ‘ Every veiiel allotcs that to percolate 
wkieh M m it,’ 

HEMISTICH 

That from the jar exudes which u within 

But perhaps the story of the Scorpion and the Tortoise may not have reached 
the august hearing ot your majesty^ ’ The Lion asked, ‘How was that ^ ’ 

STORY iVI 

Damuiih said, ‘ A Tortoise had a ftiendship with a Scorpion, and they 
always reciprocated the breathings of attachment, and practised unammity 

COUPLET 

From morn till ove allies, aa^ociatoa thoy, 

Companions, friends — till ni^ht gave place to day. 

Once on a time it so happened that m obedience to an exigency, they 
were compelled to migrate from their country, and in compamonship with 
one another, sought a more secure abode By chance their way lay across 
a mighty stream, and a vast nver intercepted their passage, and as it woa 
impossible for the Scorpion to cross water, he remained aghast The Tortoise 
said, ‘ Pear fricmd ' what has come to thee that thou hast given the collar of 
the robe of life into the hand of grief, and snatched the skirt of thy heart 
from gladness and mirth ^ ’ The Scorpion replied, ‘ 0 brother ' anxiety how 
to "pass tins water hast cast me into the whirlpool of dismay It is neither 
possible to cross the water, nor can the separation from my friend be endured. 

COUPLET 

Thou gocat on, and I lUoilo all Hnrrmvful am left 
Strange that I tarry and Burviye at all of thee bereft ' 

The Tortoise said, ‘Do not distress thyself, for I wiU convey thee without 
inconvenience across the water and bring thee to the shore , and makmg a 
vessel of my back wiU shield thoo from calamity with my breast, for it would 
he a pity to gam a friend with difficulty, and let him slip with indifference ’ 

COUPLET 

Go ' aad with all thou hast a friend secure, 

And let not aught to sell him thee oUurc 

Then the Tortoise having taken the Scuipinn on his hack, breasted the 
water, and set off In the middle of the swim a sound reached the ear of the 
Tortoise and he perceived a tapping made by the Scorpion ‘ He asked, ' What 

' With deference to Khahifi, this is impassible The scorpion's sting is so placed that 
it can sting nothing below itself 
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aoin is that 1 hear ? and what operation ib thu m which thou art 
employing thyseK^’ The Scorpion rephed, ‘ I am trying the sharp point of 
my Btmg agamet the Bmour of thy body ' '■ The To^ise was thunder-stiuck, 
and exclauned, ‘ 0 unfeeling wretch ' I, for thy sake, have cast my life into 
the whirlpool of danger, and by the aid of the barque of my hack thou art 
crossing this water , if thou dost not feel obliged for the favor, and alio west 
no weight to our old companionship, what at least is the reason for stinging, 
when moreover it is positively certain that no injury wiU reach me from this 
action, and that thy heart-laceratmg stmg will have no effect upon my 
marble-hke bock ? 

COUPIET 

'Tu like that ho hia hands and hoort will pang, 

Who in hlind anger strives a wall to bang ’ 

The Scorpion answered, ' God forbid that sentiments hke these should 
approach my mind m the whole course of my life or should have ever done 
so ' It IS nothing more than this, that my nature instigates me to stmg, 
whether I wound the hack of a fhend or the breast of a foe 


STANZA 

He that bocomos inured to doing ill. His bent will shew itself against his will 

The scorpion powerless against a atone. Will make e’en there hia stinging habit known ’ 

The tortoise reflected thus, ' Truly have tlic sages said that to cherish a base 
character is to give one's own honor to the wind, and to involve one’s own 
self in embarrassment ^ 

coru’CET 

We may not grudge perhaps to strew the mire with goiUB and gold. 

But from the base our kindness wc and favour should withhold 
It is B saying of the ancients, that hope has no portion m the man who has 
no nobility m his descent, smcc it would be madmissible for the scion of a 
corrupt stock to leave the world without requiting with evil the parties who 
have benefited him 

STANZA 

How con one base by nature be instructed * Why 
Foster a serpent in one’s house ^ pains nor care 
Will the cane's flavour to harsh coloeynth supply 
Who sows the thorn will not reap roses there 

And by citmg this story, it will have crossed the enhghtened mmd of the 
king, that Shanzahah's lock of noble descent, and the baseness of his nature, 
ought to cause him apprehension, and that he ought to hsten with the ear of 
attentiou to the advice of his attached dependants Whoever gives no heed to 
the words of councillore, though they be harsh and undcferential, the issue of 
hiB transactions, and the temunatioii of his affairs, will not be devoid of 


^ * Keene reads for jawAon-i imgud-t tit ‘ the armonr of thy body,’ jauahat, tea » 
an thy armour and helmot,' which is also a good reading 
^ Lit * to lose the clue of one's own affairs ’ 


tit, 
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regret emd roproacli aa when on invakd looke rontcmptuously ou the 
directioiiB of the physician, and eats and drinks according to his inohnation, 
most oertauily w^caknesa and debility will every moment prevail more and 
more over him 

COUPLET 

What harm, though item and rough thy Mentor's tongue , 

To bitter patience ' sweetest fruits belong 

And it must bo understood that the weakest of prmoes is he who is careless 
of the issues of affairs, and who despises the concerns of the kmgdom, and, 
whenever an event of importance occurs, lays aside caution and circum- 
spection, and alter opportunity has expired, and the enemy has got the 
mastery, casta suspicion on those about him, and imputes’ to them mdis- 
ciiminatcly the tlum state of things 

UUATUAIN 

Why to another's core consign 

Nchenies that tliino own exertions claim 1 
Ami when thou host been thus supine. 

Why ou another hung the blame f’ 

The Lion said, ‘ llight roughly hast thou spoken and hast overstepped the 
limits of respect, yet tlie words of a councillor should not be rejected because 
they are harsh On the supposition that Shanzaboh be my enemy, the 
extent ol his power is clear enough, and in point of fact, ho is my food, and 
hia matciial energies'' derive their existence from herbs, while the support of 
niy strength is diawii finm flesh, and vegetable natures are always subdued 
by animal, and I do not make such account of him us to suppose that the 
thought of encountering me would pass thiough his mmd, or that the inaaaB 
idea of slaying me should find place in his heart’s core 

COUPLET 

Wlicn shall a foeman boost of waging war with one like mo > 

Shall fl(5rm alcphantii niattbed in contest witli weak midges be ^ 

And if Shanzabah should pretend, like the moon, to rival the sun of my 
splendour, which slimes from the hunzou of the divme favor, he will wane 
and fail , and it, like the sun, ho array* himself agornst the crescent on my 
august and phomix-like canopy, which is a sjunbol of that of heaven, he ■will 
in the end sink ’ 

’ There la a favourite pun hero on the word mir, which meana ' patience,’ and also 
‘ bitter aloes ’ 

’ I fear this sense can hardly be given to hawolah hmad, but were it possible, it would suit 
whnt precedes better than ‘ delegates the matter to any one of them,' na that were hardly 
praeticBble after the foe had got the maatery 

’ Harakttt means also ‘ motion,' conduct ' 

* SttuDfodfl IS the dimmutive of m«dd and signihea, ' coriander seed,' ‘ any little block seed 
or pip," — hence, os it were ■* the seed of the htmt,' or ‘ the heart’s core ’ 

‘ I have made a weak attempt to preserve the equivoque hero Tigh signifles ‘ ray,' os 
Well Bs ‘sword’ The word mdhichah, the diminutive of ‘moon,’ has been omitted from 
the Persian Dictionary, hut mdhehah is given 
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TXBSB 

The empty-handed, who would imitate 
The rich, IS like a limping palfrey, whose 
Pace affects an amble I made him great, 

And I, too, can soon o’er him cost the noose ’ 

Danmah said, ' The king should not be misled by what he says as to 
Bhonzabah's being his food, or that he is able to overcome him, since, although, 
m his own person, he may not have power for the encounter, he may by the 
aid of a number of his alhes advemce towards his object, or by dissimulation 
and fraud, and lying tales, and perfidy, excite mischievous delusions'^ “ and 
I fear lest when he has implanted in the beasts a zeal of opposition to the 
king, they may act in unison with him, and a single person, however strong- 
bodied and powerful he may be, cannot make head against many 

^ HTANZA 

Gnats will an elephant o'crcomc, if tin y 
Unite against their fue so huge and grim 
And ants colkcted in one dense array, 

Though fierce the lion bo, will ranquish him s 

The Lion said, ' Thy words have made an impression on my heart, and I 
perceive the sintentj' of thy adiiee, but nevertheless tins person is [in the 
sacred character of] a suppliant* to me, foi I have raised him up, and it is I 
■who have set up the banner of his power and advancement, and have 
uttered encomiums of him in assembhes and meetings, and have poured from 
my tongue statements of his intelligence, and loyalty, and smccrity, and 
npnghtncBB If then 1 allow niysedf to dcelaie the Lontrary ot this, I shall be 
ohorged "With breaking niy word, and pcisonal lefity, and weakness of 
judgment, and aU hearts wdl hold my woids m repiohation, and aU minds 
disregard my pi omisoa ' 

COUPLET 

The head thou didct with glory crown, Whilst thou art able cast not down 

Damnah replied, ‘ Right judgment and prudence lies m withdra-wing one's 
business and plucking the skut of friendship and companionship from a 
fhend the instant he shews signs of enmity, and from a servant as soon as ho 
displays the airs of a pnnee, and before an enemy can find opportunity for 
breakfast, to have his supper ready for him , and though a tooth be man's old 

'Tut ‘I maJo that qu.iiry proudly raise the head, I can again cast the Ubbo on hl8 
nock ’ 

* Lit ‘ May raise up figures ' Tlic pliroso 7uzkahhd bar an^iUttau deserves on explana- 
linn in the Dictionary 

3 This stanaa occurs in the third book of the Gulistfin, p 187 of my translation and 
p 124 of the Persian text, where far tnardi, lit ‘manliness,’ we find the much better 
reading bundi, ' fury,’ and for ha itar di and the inaccnrate ba-ddrand, -which with pitt is 
reuderod ‘ vanquish,’ but is rulher ‘flay ’ 

Lit ‘ Skirt-hnldcr ’ Eoene’s version is, 'but then this idea clings to me, that I ha-vc 
raised hmi ’ But sirat, I iniiiginc, is better rendered ‘ person ’ than ‘ idea ’ 
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comrade, and a source of various beneffits and advantages to him, 'when it 
begins to ache he can find no cure for the torment of it, save by extraction , 
and food which supplies the waste * [of onr corporeal frame], and is the 
support of the matenal of hfe, after it has become corrupt in the belly, must 
bo expelled m order that one may bo quit of its injunoua effects 

COUPLET 

He who to thy afflicted heart no gladness now supplies, 

Fomaho him, though thou, as thy life, didst him once love and pnze ’ 

The insidious whispers of Damnah having made an impression on the 
Lion, he said, ‘ I am disgusted with the society ot Shanzabah, and for mo to 
meet him again is of the number of impossibilities The best way is to send 
some one to him and declare to him how matters stand, and give him 
permission to go where he likes ’ Damnah was afraid that if those words 
should reach Shanzabah, he would presentJiy make known to the Lion his 
letters of indemnity, “ and that lus (Damnah’ s) deceit and artifice would come 
from the hidden chamber of concealment into the expanse of manifestation 
He said [therefore], ‘ 0 Icing ' this method is far from prudent, and so long 
as a word has nut been spoken there is room lor option left, hut after 
declaration, the remedy has gone beyond the confines of ability 

COUPLET 

Thou const the unsaid or sa), or else abstain, Once spoken no concoalmcnt will romun 
The word which has issued fiom the mouth, and the arrow from the bow, 
return not, cither the one to the option,’ or the other to the string, ‘ and it has 
passed into a proverb, that whatever comes to the lip may piove a slip,* and, 
a sage has said, ‘ The tepgtie is tlic interprctei of the heart, and the heart 
the mler of the domimon of the body, and speech is the displnyer of the 
jewels of existence ’ As long ns the door of the casket of speech is fastened 
with the bolt gf silence, and the seal of taciturnity la placed on tho lid of the 
repertory of discoiiise, all the sweet herbs in tho garden of hfe grow safely, 
and the young tree of existence yields all the fruit of security and enjoyment; 
but, when the rose-bud of elo(juence unfolds its smiles, and the mghtmgole 
of oratory begins to warble, one cannot be safe, for the perfume of the rose- 
garden of language will be the source of gladness to the heart, and invigo- 
ration to the brain, or the cause of tho display of the material ' of the defluxion 

’ Md ynlahallal, ‘that which is Inoscnctl or draolvctl,' aonat of Sthconj of hall 

’ Kpcne tranilates ‘ be would inrtanth make lus innocence and gratitude clear,' whence 
I Gi^ect his reading must have been a different one from that in the text — bardt-i ammat-i 
^iid bar shir rashan stlzad 
" Lit ‘To the hand ' 

* Lit ‘ Thumb-stall ’ Koeno ronders the word ehast ‘ aiming-point ’ 

® fhere is an equivoque here, which I have tned to retain in English , it is ' Whatever 
comes to the (tabdnj 'tongue,' comes to fziydn) ‘loss ’ 

" This verbiage goes beyond the limits of even Persian endurance One MS omits 'Ulat 
but I would rather dispense with luhur, or mdidah or both 
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of tiie brain and the occasion of mcgnins , for tonnes which had been bound, 
have by one approved and clever speech solved many difficult knots, and 
miBchievoua words have by a single inopportune allusion, bound the neck of 
the speaker with heavy chains 

STANZA 

If language with the eye iif senac you scan. 

Its stuif comhiuGs a bleasuig and a han 
Yos ' fur tho meed of wit unapuku hoforo, 

May make an outcast or to life reaton , ‘ 

And oft the utterance of a word — though alight — ■ 

Haa crushed the apt aker in eternal night ’ ‘ 

0 king ' if these words should reach Shanzabah, and he should discover 
tho nature of his situation and aacertain his diBgrace, it is possible that ho 
may attempt to resist, nnd begin to fight or excite rebellion and masters of 
prudence have not thought secret punishment suitable for a public offimee, 
nor assigned pubho punishineiit to secret crimes The advisable course is 
to meet bis concealed offence with a hidden retnbution ’ The Lion said, 

‘ To bamah and remove my mtimatua on more suspicion, and, without a 
palpable certainty, to endeavour to ignore all their claims, is with one’s own 
hand to stnkc an axe against one’s own toot, and to turn suddenly aside from 
the path of generous conduct and the road of good faith 

STANZA 

Nur law, nor rcaBon, could to this agree. 

That without proof, kings should their judgment give , 

Pur their high mandate, like heaven’s own detree, 

Now snatches lite away — now grants to live ’ 

Damnab replied, ‘ There is no evidence that rulers can have better than 
their own distemmcut Wlien this perfidious traitor approaches, let the king 
cast a scrutinizing glance upon him, and the foulness of his principles wiU be 
exhibited in his graceless visage, and tho deformity of his purpose in his 
repulsive appearance, and tho crookedness of his heart will be shewn by his 
chougmg color,* and his emotion as he advances, and by his lookmg to the 
left and right, and before and behind him, and by his being prepared for a 
struggle and collected for an encounter ’ The Lion said, ‘ Thou hast well 
said, and if any of those signs be observable, of course the dust of doubt wdl 
bo removed from the path of certainty, and the anxiety of suspicion will be 
changed for a state of absolute conviction ' When Lamnah perceived that 


> Keene translatoa, ‘ and the proof to bo given ib this, that a witty thing, not said before 
may distreaa a man by vevatiou of heart, nr giro him lite ' In the next Bcutence he randers 
kamln ‘ the ambush,' but I take it os an udjoctive agreeing with lafzi 

* LiL ‘ Givfla the speaker to the wmd, the instant that ho utters it ’ 

> ‘ Changing colour’ is certainly very inapplicable Ui an ox This is the absurdity of bb 
apologue, which, after all, seems to mo a most unuatural and unnecessary invention ^ 



ClUFiEB L araar XTi 


139 


by bis muchief-exoiting msmaatioiia, tbe fire of calamity bad begun to blaze 
on that Bide, be 'wiabed to see the Ox, and on his part, too, to kindle the 
flame of diaastroae results 

OOTTFLVr 

Like fire is strife betwiit two onoimes, Tic luckless miscliief-inskBr 'wood supplies ‘ 

He bethought himself that hia inteme'w ^nth Shanzabah ought also to 
spring from the Lion’s suggestion and advice, that ho might avoid suspicion 
Ho said [therefore], ‘ 0 king ' if the high command obtains the honor of 
bemg issued, I wiU sec Shanzabah, and having ascertamod somewhat of the 
secrets of hia mmd and of his hoarded intenbona, I will respectfully state it ’ 
The Lion gave his permission, and Lamnah approached Shanzabah like one 
gnef-stneken and visited by calamity, and performed the required salutations 
and compliments Shanzabah, after shewing him suitable respect, thus, with 
oourtesy and affection, addressed him , ‘ 0 Damnah ' 

HEMISTICH 

Betbmk thee eier thou forgetteat me' 

It IS many days since thou hast enlightened the eyos of thy intimates 
With the rays of thy beauty, or converted the cottage of tby friends 
mto a rose-garden with the flowers of the plants of social and kindly 
intercourse 

COUPLFT 

Through a^’ts tliou — one moment e’en— thy friend rceallcst not, 

Yet not one moment is hy him the thought of thee forgot ’ 

Damnah said, 'Though poisonally 1 have been excluded from tbe honor 
of an interview, yet m thought and spirit I have constantly kept company 
with the idea of thy heurt-onlivening beauty, and have unceasingly sown the 
seed of friendship and affection in the ground of the heart 

COUPLET 

To thee my bouI ' T from my heart have secret windows made, 

Unknown to thee, and yet with thee, full oft in love I've played 

And m the cell of retirement and the corner of solitude, I have been engaged 
m the daily duties of prayer and praise, which may be to thee the cause of 
increasing fortune , and I shall continue so occupied ’ The Ox said, ' "What 
is the cause of this retirement ^ ' Damnah replied, ‘ "When a person cannot be 
master of his own will, and is captive to the authority of another, and draws 
not a single breath without fear and danger, and does not pass a moment 
without dread and trembhng for his life and body, and when he cannot utter 
a word without terror and alarm, wherefore not choose the corner of his cot 
and close the door m retirement agiunst both stranger and acquaintance ^ 


* These lines occur in the eighth clmptor of the GulistCm, p 267, 1 16 ef my translation 
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aUATBAIM 

From the raschief of this tronbloua [false and floklc] world [of pam], 

Up, [my friend'] and some asylum — ^whcrc thou canst it find^ — obtain, 

But iT tliou no foot to floe bast, then at least thy band extend ' 

Onisp the skirt of safe retirement [and there let thy sorrow end] ' 

Tho Ox answered, ‘ 0 Tlamnali ' dovelope thy statement more clearly, 
and explain, m detail, the matter to which thou hast bnefly alluded, in order 
that the advantage of thy counsels may be more general, and the heneftt of 
thy discourBe more comph'to ’ Daninnh responded, ‘ Six things in this world 
are impoBaihlu without six things, \iz — woildly wealth without pnde, and' 
the pursuit of the objects of dosu-e without diffioulty, and to sit with women 
without calamity, and to expect^ aught from the sordid without disgrace, 
and association with the wicked without regiet, and attendance on kings 
without misfortune To no one do they give a (haught fiom the wine-cellar 
of the world, but he becomes intoxicated and presumptuous, and raises up the 
head of rebellion from the collar of contumacy and pnde And no one 
moves a step in pursuit of lust that ho docs not fall into a state of rum, and 
no man sits with women but he becomes calamitously involved m a variety 
of miBcdncvous results, and no person enfrrs into friendship with wicked 
and depiaved men, but eventually loads hmiself with remorse, and no one 
applies to mean and low poopde who does not become contemptible and 
dislionorod, and not on individual chooses to attend on princes without 
finding it impossible to escape from that cnicl vortex 

TEllSB 

■Wouldst thou judge right of pnncit' company > 

Then view it as ii vast .iml Bhoreless sea 
To huili an ocean full of risk mid four, 

Moat WTcUhcd ajc the man that is mubt iicar 

And on lliu same subject they have said, 

COUI'LEl 

Upon tho sea ’tis true is beundliss gain 
Wouldst thou bo safe* — upon the shore romuin 

Shanzabah said, ‘Thy woids indicate that thou hast met with something 
offensive from the Lion, and that thou ait overcome with dread and alarm of 
hiB tenors ’ fraiunah replied, ‘I do not speak these words with referenoe to 
iny own poison, nor am 1 distressed on my own account, but I am thinking 
more ol my fnends than of mysclt m this matter, and this grief and chogrm 

' Keene appeare to have taken mftiiba’at out of its prnpei place He renders the passage 
‘worldly wealth without pride and subsirvumi,' but this iiiiiki s but inditTerent sense and 
destroys tho equality oi the sentenees winch are demarcated by the wa I reai ua 
faatdMat-t kavid os one sentence 

* Keene translates tam’a ba lalmm, ‘ a dosiro for indulgence,’ or perhaps he read the 
passage differently, for laim signifies 'sordid,' ‘base,’ 

* Those Imes occur in the GulistEui, ih i , story ivi , p 83, of my translation 
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which has overwhelmed me is for thy sake, and thou knowest how the onte- 
oodents of fnendship and eaily ties of attachment have existed between us, 
end the promises and compacts which we formed at the first, and which 
during this interval have been mainly ftilfiUed with good faith , and I have 
no alternative but to convey to thee information of whatever may have 
occurred, whether good or bad, beneficial or mjmiouB ’ Shaniiabah quaked 
inwardly, and rejomed, ‘ 0 kind comrade and sympathising fnend ' acquaint 
me, with oU speed, as to the true state of the ease, and fad m no particular 
of the minutie of kind feeling and attachment ’ Damnah answered, ‘ I 
have heard from an authentic source, that the Lion has spoken with his 
august tongue to this effect, ' Shonzabah has become excessively fat, and 
he IS not wanted at this couit, and it is no matter whether he be absent or 
present I shall give an enter toinmeut to the boasts with his flesh, and I 
wiU moke of his body, one day, the royal repast and a banquet for the 
public ’ I, when 1 heard this speech — being aware of his violence and 
injustice — came hither, that, having warned thee, I might establish the good- 
ness of my faith by a clear proof, and might fulfal what is incumbent on me 
by the law of honor and the rules of right feehng and generosity 

COUrLET 

I tell tliuG all tliiit lie who scut me bode, 

Whctliir my words tluo warn or male tbco sad 
At present it appears to mo that thy advisable course is to devise a plan, 
and with the utmost expedition to turn thy attention to the prepoiation of 
some expedient, and the encountering tins crisis, if peradvcntuic, a means of 
escape from this vortex should appear, and by some ingenious device salvation 
from this peril be attainable ’ When Shan/aboh had heard the words of 
Damnah, and rohulved in his mmd the jiromiscs and covenants of the Lion, he 
said, ‘ 0 Damnah * It is impossible that the Lion should play me false, and 
now moreover I have displayed no perfady, and my firm step has not stepped 
friom the path of true service, and again I have a behef of the sincerity of 
thy words, and an opinion of thy good intentions Tho conclusion is therefore 
that [some parties] have concocted falsehoods against me, and by imposture 
and deceit have moved the Lion to wrath, and m his service there is a faction 
of worthless poisons all profound mastcis of stemder, and bold and audacious 
m treason and violence, and them he has oft proved, and has observed a 
variety of treacherous acts and foul deeds, and of course whatever they say, 
on that head, of others ho behoves and judges accordingly, and assuredly 
through the evil influence of the society of tho wicked, evil suspicions anse 
with regard to the good, and by these groundless doubts the right course 
becomes concealed, and the story of the Gfoose and his false unpreasions from 
experience, is a proof of what I have said quite sufficient, and bears ample 
testimony to this state of things ’ Damnah inquired, ' How was that ’ ' 
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STORY IVII. 

ShanzabEih said, ' A Gooae aaw the bnghtucaa of the moon m the water, and, 
thinking that it was the moon, tried to lay hold of it, but got nothing Several 
times it niado a similar effort, and when it saw that all it got by the chace 
was what the man athirst gets by gazing on the mirage, or what the deluded 
destitute obtains by searching through ruined habitations [for treasures], it 
altogether abandoned the pursuit of flsh, and all at once discontinued its 
oocupatiou The next night, whenever it saw a fish, it fancied it was the 
ghtter of the moon, and made no effort after it, and gave no heed whatever 
to it, and exclaimed, 

HEMISTICH 

Who trieo the tried — an hm will fall regret ’ 

So the frmt of his exponence was this, that ho continued hungry and 
passed his time fasting and foodlesa 

And if they have made the Lion hston to anything about me, and, in 
accordance with the saying, *he who listens is alienated,’ a fechng of aversion 
has arisen m his heart, and he lias given credit to what has been said, the 
cause uf all this has been that same expenenco which he has hod of 
others , and yet m point of reality, there is as much difference between me 
and the rest, os between bright (Liy and dark mght, and the vault of heaven 
and earth's centre 

msTICHS 

Think nnt the rukuous and thyself the same , 
hhir has two meanings with a single name * 

In the same meadow feed two wosp-ljic thmgs. 

Yet one gives honey, and the ether stiiigs 
Together graze two deer, from one proceeds 
Pure fragrant musk, the other simply bleeds ' 

Damnah said, ‘ Perhaps the aversion ot the lion may not spring from this 
cause, but on account of its bemg a custom with kings to promote a person to 
high rank, undeserved on his part, while without any apparent reason they 
moke another, who is a man of worth, the object of rumous spoliation ’ 


* That IB, ' Who attempts to do a thing after decided failures, will only meet with 
duappointmont ' 

* Shir ngnihsa ‘ itulk’ and ‘ lion,’ and is pronounced, as is evident by this line, in both 
OABeB, idnuticaUy, and not, as some pretend, with the m'arlf sound of the vowel m the fonner 
case, and the nuffhil in the latter 
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VSESK, 

Hurmaz, ' thy king tuisuug nn me unzeen nch gifta ‘ bestowed ' 

While Yozd’s ' proud chief though soeu and aung gave not the guerdon owed 
Such u the wont of kings ' hut thou, 0 Hkflz ' * murmur not, 

AU-giTing (rod ' thy foTouring grace and old ho still their ® lot 

ShanzEibah said, ‘If this aycision on the port of the Lion, which thou host 
reported to me, ib without cause, then no submisaion will enable me to step 
Becurely into the path' of safety and it is impossible for the eye of hope to 
behold the face of the desired object, for if there be a reason for wrath it may 
be dispelled by attempts to please and by apologies , but if, which fiod avert ' '' 
there be no reason for it, or if they have affected a change m his mmd by 
deceit and calumny, the hand of remedy will he too short for it, and the 
thought of compassing its cure will be hopeless , since there is no visible 
measure to falsehood and slander, and no fixed limit to deceit and artifice 
How in what has passed between me and the Lion, I do not perceive any 
fault on my part, save that occasionally, and that too for his own good, I have 
opposed his opinion and plana, and that now and then, as cxigimey required, 
I have spoken with reference to the arrangements and furtherance of im- 
portant matters, not in accordance with what ho wished This, porhaps, he 
may have imputed to boldness and disrespect, and have reckoned it akin to 
audacity and imprudence , j'ot not one of those things which I have originated 
has been immaterial with reference to the public weul , and with aU this I 
have preserved the respect due to lus exalted rank and majesty, without, 
through the whole course of my career, shewing piesumption, but have to 
tho utmost degree possible displayed the reverence and veneration due to him , 


' Ilurrafiz, or, aroordiug to Kuroju au jironunpiation, Ormbr, was a city in tlio Persian 
Gulf, the capital of Kdinkn, and of groat antiquity It was luini'd by the Sel]uks, and a 
now town of tlio same nanio built on an island m the Pcrhian Gulf, which was held some 
time by the Piirtugui so 

* Lit ‘ A hundred favois oi kiiidnossiw ’ 

' Yard u, tho must eastern oity iif tlio provinro of Phrs, nr Persia Proper, as Hnmadbn is 
the most western It lies in 89 dig E Lon , and 32 deg N Lat It is tho chief residence 
of the P'lre-worshipprB who still remain in Persia 

* Muhammad Shams-u'd-dln, suinamed Ilkti/, is the Anacroou of Persia, though a 
dinnc mysticism is claimed for him by many who assert that, iii his poems, wme and love 
are the symbols of holy ecstacies Hhfi/ was born at Shlilr, in the reign of the 
Muzafhrian dynasty, and died A H 797 it is said that Tiiuurlaiig, who had conquered 
Persia, reproached him with the slighting way lu which he had spoken of his capital Samar- 
kand, OS m the celebrated Ode 

Mud of Shirbz ' if thou wouldst take 
My heart, nor on tho offenug frown , 

I’d give up, for thy dork mole's sake, 

Blikhtirli and lU royal town 

And that Hkfiz replied so wittily os to disarm the monarch's anger 

' I prefer taking thdn, os referring to those kings for whom Hhfi/ soys he will pray, 
whether liberal or illiberal, rather than to suppose with Keene that tho prayer is for all 
to whom God is rfal raadn 

® Ijit ‘By no offerings will the foot of stability be able to measure the path of 
uprightness ’ Tho dost aioizi signifies, ' the okenng of presents to a superior by on mfenor ‘ 

’’ Lit ‘ By flying for refuge to God.' 
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BO how can it poaeibly be supposed, that loyal adnce could be viewed as a 
cause for distmat, and faithful service as a g;rouiid for onnuty ? 

conruT 

CiDSt thou hope that where the medicine hnnga a Itcsh acceaa of pam, 

There the iIlcoaB will grow lighter, and the bicIc revive sgoui > 

And if this too be not the case, it is possible that the pnde of royalty and 
the haujfh tineas of empire, may cause him to bo offended with me, for it 
IS a neccaeary condition of dommion, and a reqmsite of greatness, to be 
naturally ungrateful to those who gn c advice, and to bestow confidence and 
distingmshcd notice on sycophanfa and flatterers, and hence it is that the wise 
have said that it is more safe to dive to the bottom of a nver with a crocodile, 
and to suck the poiaonoua drops from the lip of a serpent, whose tail has been 
struck elf, than to attend upon kings, and that it is better and more conducive 
to security and freedom from anxiety, than to be in close proximity to pnaces 
and I was aware that the perils of serving princes, wcie numerous, and the 
harm of supenntending their affairs immense Some philosophers also have 
compared kings to fire, since, although, the beams of their favor iHummatc 
the dark cell of the hopeful, nevorthcless the flame' of their seventy too 
consiunca tlie haiieat of the former elaims of their servants , and sound reason 
avers that whoever is nearest the fire sutlers most , but parties, who, adminng 
the brightness of the fire at a distance, arc ignorant of its power to bum, 
hold an idea of some intense gratification m having access to pnnccs, uni 
suppose it to bo beneficial , while in point of tact, it is nut so, for if they were 
to get a taste of the rigoi of kings, and of the tciTor and awe a monarch 
mspiros, it would be clear to them that a thousand years of favor arc not 
equivalent to one hour of torture, and the story of the dispute of the Hawk 
with the Domestic Fowl verifies this Dumnah inquired, ' How was that ’ ’ 

STOllY XVJII 

Shanzabah said, ‘ Once on a time a Hunting Falcon engaged m a dispute 
with a Demostu, Fowl, and, beginning to wrungle.with it, said, ‘Thou art a 
most fidae and faithless bud ' und yet fidehty is the frontispiece of the page 
of commendable qualities, and moreover, m accordance with the import of this 
saying, ' ftny, fidelity is a part of Jadh,' fidelity is a perfect proof of right 
rebgioua feeling and generosity, and honor, too, demands that none stigma- 
tize the pages of his career with the character of unfaithfulness 

COUPLET 

A dog is thankfal for liis monel— then A dog is better than unthankful men ’ 

The Domestic F^wl replied, ' What ingratitude hast though seen in me ’ 

Aa pddihaKati has preceded, mi-idaid m the singular appears objectionable I therefore 
greatly prefer the reading of one M S va th' alah-i tiyasat, mslead of vail ii-sA Utah , according 
to which ‘ the flame’ becomes tho nomuiative 
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and what imfoathfulnesB hast Lhuu observed on my port ’ ’ The Hawk 
replied ' The sign of thy ingratitude is this, that notwithstanding men shew 
so much kindness towards thee, and without any inconvenience or trouble on 
thy part, prepare for thee water and gram, from which the vital energy derives 
support, and looking after thee day and night, are constant m protec tmg and 
guarding thee, and that thou owest to them thy food and lodging , still, 
whenever they want to catch thee, thou runnest before and behind them, and 
fliest from roof to roof, and hiimpHt from comer to comer 

COUPI El 

Thou dost of Blit the taorod aanrtion tligUt, And shunM thy patioii ui ungratehd flight 

And I, although I am a wild bird, and associate with men but for 
two or three days, and eat fiom their hands [fur so short a time],' still 
keep in view what I owe to them, and himt and give them the quarry and 
however far T may have gone, at the slightest < all that T hear, I enme flying 
hark ’ 

COITI-Ltr 

Fm though the wdl-ti,iiiud hud «m l.iimrhi'., tfill 
Ho hack with joyous pinion h isles it « ill 

The Hon answeied, ‘Thou sayest the truth Thy returning and ray 
flight lb owing to this, that tliou hast never been a hawk loasted on a spit, 
and I have seen many domistic fowls iiyiiig in a frjing-pan Hadst thoubcen 
acouatomed to see this spectacle thou wouhlst never flutter about with tlicm, 
and if I fly Ifom loof ,to roof, thou w'oiddst fly from mountain to mountam ' 
And 1 have introduced tins stiiiy in order that thou mayst Itnow that the 
class who si'ok the company ot pnnees have no knowledge ol their seventy, 
for w'hoever has experienced the efleet ol then ngoi lias no at quaintance 
with repose, nor any leelmg of tost 

OOOIIET 

Propinquity the greutrr tenor bnugs The ne.ii kmnv best the iruelty of kings ’ 

Danmah said, ‘ It canijot surely be that the Lion entortams these thoughts 
with regard to thee on account of tho grandeur of his impenal sway and the 
pndo of success, for thou posscssust many accomplishments and numberless 
eioellencies, and pnnees are never independent ol persons of talent ’ Shan- 
zabah replied, ‘It may be that my talents may have caused his aveisioii, foi 
the ment of a fleet horse proves his banc, and a fruit-hcanng tiee 
gets its topmost branches broken by reason of its fruit The nightingah' is 
impnsonod in a cage on account of its very t.dent, and the peacock is plucked 
and shamed, owing to its beauty and showy appearance 


' Eecne trimslutes ‘ if I form an attschmeut,' but the hawk 10 putting a general rase I 
prefer therefore to make the -agafchih refer to the da sih riiit, ‘ hut for two or three days ’ 

L 
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AirVAB-l SUHAItf , OH, THE LISHTS OP CANOPUS 


STANZA 

My Euffenng to my knowledge ell is due 
The foxes’, peacocks', to their fur and hue 
My Tirtuea prove my fault, or on my head 
Not dust would be, but gems their light would shed 

And of a tnitli, as tho undeserving are more numerous than men of merit, 
and on inherent ammosity exists between them , by means of their number 
they overwhelm the mentonous, and so violently distort their acts as to 
array their eictions m the garb of guilt, and make their good faith put 
ou the guise of perfidy, and their honesty look like foul conduct, and 
thus they turn that very virtue, which is the source of good-fortune and tho 
means of happiness, mto tho material of distress and on auxiliary of woo 

COIIPLFT 

The eye of mnlicc, may it out plucked be’ Makes us in lire's semblance vii-tuo see 
And a sage has said, with reference to this, 

COUPIET 

' If any virtue boro its head should shew, 

Somo worthless fellow on it deals a blow 
To rum they the virtuous man would bring, 

And foul reproach upon his virtues fling ' 

And ogam in desenbing the injustice of the censonous, they have said, 

TEIISI! 

‘ Not Tisionlees the eve of justice, when 
(Hass beads seem peail-like to its searching ken 
The great show equity in all they do, 

While base men tortuic and are tortured too 
And till y whose Iiearts no kmdly thoughts admit, 

Cry silk is \\ oollen when you shew them it 

Damnoh said, ‘ It is possible that tlic malevolent may have made this 
attempt On that supposition , what would he the issue of the affair ’ 
Hhanzabah said, ‘ Unless destiny second their endeavours, no injury will 
thence result , but if the divine decree and God's predestination assist their 
artifice and treachery, it will be impossible to avert the consequences by any 
device 

HEMlETICn 

Whon fate precedes, what boots it to consult > ’ 

Uomnah rejoined, ‘It behoves a man of understundmg, whatever the 
posibon of hiB affairs may be, to make far-sighted prudence the guide of his 
actions, smoe no one ever based his proceedings on prudence but obtained 
triumphant sucooss as regards the object of his wishes ’ Shanzahah replied, 

‘ Prudence is then serviceable when fate has not issued its decree agamst it, 
and stratagem then pelds advantage when the ordmance of destiny is not 
promulgated m opposition to it but agamst the requirements of fate, neither 
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IB Emy shift serviceable nor any atretagem of ubc , for that any can escape from 
the bonds of destiny and the shackles of fate — by artifice or counsel — is 
not to be thought of 

COlJPl,ET 

Since when fate's hand the mighty flame has lit, 

All thought, all coimscl, le consumed in it 

And when the Creator, the Most High God — may He be sanctified ! — causes 
His decree to issue, He clouds and darkens the eye of the vision of the clear- 
sighted with the anomtmg needle ' of negligence, so that the way of escape 
from that mandate, becomes hidden to them, for, ‘ When fate comes, the sight 
IS Minded ’ ® 

When heaven’s decree and fate's commands are sped, 

The wise arc blinded and their oars grow dead 

But perhaps thou hast not heard the story of the Villager and the Nightm- 
gale,’ and hast not listened to their dispute ’ ’ Damnah said. How was that ’ ’ 

STOBY XIX 

Shanzabah said, ‘ They have related that a villager possessed a sweet and 
pleasant orchard, and a garden more fresh than the bower of Iram The air 
of it gave mildness to the gales ot spnng, and the scent of its herbs, refreshing 
the spirits, conveyed perfume to the very soul 

vEnsr 

That garden glittered with youth's ludiant hue, 

Life’s waters seemed to steep its flowers in dew 
The sweet-voiced uightmgale there gladsome sung, 

And rapture in its perfumed hreczes hung 

And in one oomci of his garden there was a rose-bush, fresher than the shrub 
of successful desire, and more lofty than the branch of the tree of dchght 
Every morning on the top of the rose-bush the roses hloBaomed, colored bke 
the cheek of hoart-aUurmg damsels with gentle minds, and the faoe of silver- 
bosomed maids, scented like jessauune The gardenei began to Bhew" an 
exceedmg fondness foi tliese exeoUent roses, and said, 


* The mil is not, as Kerne renders it, ‘ a probe,' but a thiik round bodkin, or rather 
metal rod, about six inches long, and as thick as a slender quill, which is dipped into the 
collynum or powder for the eye, and then drawn between the eyelids, which are tightly dosed 
on it, and on which it leaves a dark nm of the powder The use of this is highly beneficial, 
and protective to the eye against the glare of the ground m hot climates I adopted the 
practice in Sindh, and my example was soon followed by many officers, who derived great 
benefit from it 

* Exactly the Latm ‘ Quern Deus vuU perdere pnuB dementat ’ 

2 This story has been trauBlated by SirW Tones in his Persian Grammar, and I have 
made but few alterations m his elegant version, and have ventured on them solely with a 
view to being more litoral 

L 2 
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AHTAH-I SUHilU , OB, THi, LIOBIS OP OAUOPOS 


COUPLET 

Wliat tUo rose murmurs, know I not, again, 

To wake the hapless Bulbul’s tender strain 

One day the giirdoner, according to hiB eatabliBhed custom, came to view the 
roses , he saw a plaintive Nightingale who was rubbing bis face on the leaves 
and tearing asunder, with hia sharp biU, the gold-beapnnkled binding of that 
volume 

OOUPLET 

The nightingale that views the rose, grows blind, 

And straight lets go the rtina that rule the mind 

The gardener, beholding the scattered condition of the rose-leaves, tore, with 
the hand of confusion, the collar ot patience, and pierced the mantle of his 
heart with the soul-transfixing thoin of uneasiness The next day he found 
the same action repeated, and the flames of wrath, occaHioned by the loss of 
his ruses, 

Wounded afresh the sear ho li,id before 
Th(' third day by the passes ot the Nightingale's bill, 

The ruse was ruined, flioms alone were left 
Then the resentment caused by the Nightingale hroki' out in the breast of the 
gardener , he set a deceitful springe in his way, and hat ing caught hun with 
the bait ot treacherj', confined him m the pnson of a cage The disheartened 
NightinBolo opened his mouth, like a parrot, and said, ' 0 Sir ' for what cause 
hast thou imprisoned me ^ and for what reason hast thou resolved to distress 
me’’ If tlum hast thus acted through desire of hearing my songs, my own 
nest IS in thy gaidcn, ■where m the morning thy bower shall be the house of 
my imiBic , hut it thou hast another idea, inform me, () veneiahlu su ' ' ot 
■fl'hat thou hast miiimd’ The gardener said, 

COUPLET 

IIow lunjif 0 (loil ' wilt tUou im pang^ Tivdl, miijcst tliou not abido, 

0 Goil ' liiiw Iciig Luncidl hci clittk' cc.wi, envious veil, lur fonn to liitU 

Dost thou not know how thou si»uilid my fortune, tiud how often thou 
hast diatiPHficd me >Mth the Iosh of my favounte it is nght that thy 
action phuuld be requited, and that thou, being sepaiated from thy friends and 
country, and secluded from uU joy and divcibiou'i, should'st mourn m the 
cornel of a pnaon , whilst I, afflicted with the anguish of sexjaration from my 
darling llowiTs, w<‘ep m llie cottage of cure 

COUPLET 

Would Bt b(* ray friend, 0 tlicn mourn along with me, 

For wo aro t\^o sad lovers and our business gntf should be ' ^ 

^ The ptr maybe taken with (fiAAnn, and rendered ‘the aged villager/ but it booiqb 
strange to introduce this epithet tor thu iiist turn lu the middle of the story 1 have taken 
it as tho vocative Both 8ir W Jones and Keine elude the difticulty by not tronfilating 
this word 

^ This difficult, and uoL very pleasing, couplet is omitted by SirW Jomw 

^ This couplet IS quoted from 
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The Nightingale said, ‘Quit thia resolve, and consider that if I am 
unpnaoned for such an offence as tearing a rose, what will be thy punish- 
ment if thou tearest a heart asunder ’’ 

VPME 

He who by wisdom guides the sjihercs aright, 

Will good and cni actions too requite 
He who does good will, justly, good onsuc, 

And pvil-docra will receive their due ' 

This discourse, taking effect upon the heart of the gardener, he set the 
Nightingale at liberty The bird tuned his voice m his free state, and said, 

‘ tSmee thou hast done mo this service, assuredlj’, aocordmg to the sentence, 
‘Shall the leuard of good works he any other than good’!’’ * it is necessary to 
rewaid thee first Know that under the tree where thou standest there is a 
vessel- full ot gold , take it, and spend it to supply thy wonts ' The villager 
searched the spot and found the words ol the Nightmgale to ho true He 
said ' 0 nightmgale ' what a wonder it is that thou couldst sec the vessel [of 
gold] beneath the eai-tli, and not discover the s])ringe above ground ' ’ The 
Nightingale rephed, ‘ Dost ttiou not know that, ‘ when fate descends caution 
u vain ’ ’ 

HFMISTICH 

No one can war with the drerers of fate 

When the mandate of the Divine will has been issued, no hght remoms to 
the eye ot understanding, and neither prudence nor wisdom bring any 
advantage 

VPllBF 

fitnvo not to grapple with the grasp of fate , 

Canst tliou with fcihlcncbs success combine > 

All vain, 'gamst dcstinv, thy wahhful state , 

Go, then, uiul to its force thyself resign ' 

4nd I have invented this stoiy in order that thou mayest perceive that I am 
not an opponent of the hand of destiny and omnipotent power, and ha\ e no 
alternative but to bow my head reverently on the writing ol the Divine 
decree ' 

couflet 

By mv Lord’s threshold — His — my fnend's — 

My aims arc bounded still 
For all that passes o'er me compiehonds 
But the cipresBiou of IIis will 

' Ku’rbn, ch Iv , 00 , Bale p 393, 1 30 ‘ Shull tho reward of good works be any other 
than good ’ Which, therefore, of your Lord’s benefits will ye luigrutetully deny f ' 

“ Bit W .Tones renders it ‘coffer,' and Keene ‘dish,’ neither adhermg to the literal 
meaning of aftabah, which is ‘ ewer ’ 

■* Rhyme compels me to he unlitonil Koenc more closely translates thus 'Thy hand 
has no foreo! for anything , eautinn is of no avail against destiny , whatever proceeds from 
late approve of that ’ 
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ANris-i aunAiiii , ob, the ijohtb or oAiropira 


Danmah regoincd ‘ 0 Shanzabah ' wbat I am positiTely sine of, and know 
of a oortainty,' is this, that what the hon meditatea with rcapect to thee la 
neither owing to the alandera of thy enemiea, nor the aucceaa of thy ment, nor 
the poeyiahncaa of kinga , but it la rather eonsummate ingratitude and 
treaohory which unpela him to it for he la a succeaaful tyrant, a moroac and 
perfidioua person, and a deceiver The beguminga of mtercourae with him 
import' the aweetncaa of life, but the laaue of hia aervicea has the bittemesa 
ot death We must regard him aa a poiaonoua pamted aerpent hia outside 
adorned with various colors, hut filled within with deadly venom, against 
which no antidote avails 

LUOriEI 

All guile and iimniug, fraud and wiles, are there , 

Nought truthtul, pitiont, generous or fair ’ 

Bhnnzahah rephed, ‘ I have tasted the food of the honey of favor, it is 
now the tune for the wound of the stmg of oppression , and I have passed a 
long mtervid in mirth and cose, now la the season for the aasaidt of odvcraity 
and WOT 

courcEi 

Yes ' for a ululo thou hast, niy heart ' felt union's fleeting gladness , 

Now tliuu must taste of aheeuce too, to part with all its sadness 

It was, in truth, death which graaped my collar and brought me mto thia 
wildomcaa, otherwise how was I fitted to associate with a lion ^ One who 
feeds upon me, and to whom 1 am food, he ought not to have been able to 
drag me to him oven with a thousand cords, nor to phmgc me by a hundred 
thousand stratagems or sleights mto the snare of his friendship 

COUrLET 

To join m) faU* with lum, could I thnn hope for this ^ 

On him from fur to piizo wm*, sure, enough of hlisb 
But the Diiunc dccice, and thy too flattermg words, 0 Danmah' plunged me 
mto this vortex of destruction , and now the hand of counael falls short of 
the akirt of remedy, and the course of events, by reason of my havmg 
neglected caution oud forethought, is not m accordance with my wishes , 
and I, through my vam longmgs and unreasonable desires, have kmdlpd such 
a fire as this for myself, so that, oven ere the smoke has reached me, I am 
consumed by the heat of my grief and the flame of my disappointment 

HEUIBTICn 

Wlittt can I do > the act nns nunc — ^for oclf-done acts what cure- 
And the sages have said, ‘Whoever is not content with a sufficiency of 
worldly gear, hut pursues a superfluity, is hko a person who arrives at a hill 

1 Ala 1-frata, hkerally on cutting, i e , after the ahscisoion of eiU other cafles coming to 
this one. 

- Did the MSS allow it, I ahoiild prefer to road bai^had here rather than ba^hid 
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of ditHuonda, and every moment hia eight falls on a larger piece, and, engaged 
TVith the thought of its greater value, he proceeds onward until ho reaches 
the spot where he obtains the desired object, but hia return becomes im- 
practicable, because the h'agments of the diamonds have cut and wounded 
his feet , but that heedless person, absorbed m his covetous fancies, is 
msensible to his situation, and, consequently, penslung most lamentably on 
that hill, IS lodged m the craw of birds ' 

COUPLET 

Thy state grows worse by aiming fii too high. 

Then for a moderate but real profit try 

Danmah said, ‘ Admirable are these words wluch thou liast uttered, for 
the source of every calamity which befalla a man will prove to be avarice 
and desire 

COUPLET 

Quit that pernicious lust of gain, fur them 
Whom it aftliLts, all, everywhere rnntemn 

The neck that is bound by the chain of covetousness is at last severed by the 
sword of regret, and the head in which the madness of desire has fixed itself 
will m the end be rubbed in the dust of disgr.ice Many a one, from excess 
of covotousness and greed, has been led, by the hope of wealth, mto the 
vortex of calamity , and has been involved, by the scent of gain, in ruinous 
disaster just as that Hunter greedily desired to catch the fox, and the claws 
of the leopard tore the breath out of his body ’ Shanzabah said, ' How was 
that ^ ’ 


STOllY XX 


Damnah said, ' One day a Hunter, passing through a waste, saw a fox 
excessively brisk and active, who was roaming about m the expanse of that 
wilderness, and showed himself gamboling in every direction The Hunter 
was pleased with bis fur, and formed tho idea of selbng him at a great price , 
and the violence of his longing led him to pursue tho fox until he found out 
hiB hole, and near it ho dug a pit and covered it over with rubbish, and upon 
it he laid some carrion, and seating himself in ambush waited to catch the 
fox Presently it happened that the fox came out of Ins hole, and the smell 
of that carcase drew him on gradually tdl it brought him to the brmk of that 
pit He here reflected, ‘ Although the hroin of longmg is perfumed by the 
aroma of this dead animal, nevertheless the smell of danger too reaches the 
nostril of caution, and the wise never meddle with a business which is 
fraught with peril, nor do tho prudent commence an affair in which the 
possibihty of mischief is discernible 

COUPLET 

Whorever tlicy tlic pi'Tllous dcfliiG, 

Stnvc thou to keep thyaolf without the line 
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And though it is possiblo tJiat some dead animal may be here, it is also 
possible that they may have arranged beneath it a snare, and in every case 
caution IS best 

STANZA 

AVIkii two ifiuiiB pit dent themsi-lvts to tliLL, 

And of till Uaiii thou kniiw'at not wliith to do , 

That m wliioh drosd of rhingui thorp mn> lit 
Is what Ihou afiouldst assuredly t8ch''W 
hut vhen no pjc tan lurking pcnl soi, 

In that step forward fearlessH and frei 

I'ondcnng thus, the fox relinquished tho thought ol that eairasc, and took 
the path of safety Meanwhile a hungry leopaid camt down from the top of 
u mountain, and, from the smell ol the tarense, sjnimg into the pit The 
Hunter, ■when he heaid flio noise of the smiri, .ind the sound of the animal’s 
fall into the pit, thought it n'as the fox, and, tluongli exci'ssivc greediness, 
cast hiniHclt iinrclleetitigl} upon it, and the 1( opai tl, imagming that ho would 
jirevont him fiiim eating the dead .imnial, kajiL up and toie op™ his belly 
Thus the gictdj bunlMiuin, thiough the ill luck th.it attended his cupidity, 
was caught in the snare of distruclion, and the i ontented iox, by nticnching 
his desires, iscnpi'il tioni the whulpoul ol adieisity, and the moral of this 
story IS, that the calamitous ri suits of greediness, and the ei d of csccssive 
conciqiisi enci' ■will maUi ii sl.ne ot d free man ami imrl a sl.ivc headlong [to 
destnutioii J ' 

PCUIPLLT 

(,'onlclHt tliiiu tl inmu too laigo toi tlict tibUin,' 
liy cnrtti whm saints havi tioddcu' -’twin 1ml jiiiiii 
IShaiizabuh said, ‘ 1 diil wrong to ihoosi' the seivu c of tlic Lion at the fust, 
and 1 was ignoi iiit of his want ol apprec latinii of meiit and they liavc 
said, 111 at to assoeiatc mth one who does not understand the \ulue of your 
society, and the waiting uu one wlui dots not rpcogm/e the woith of your 
attendance, is like a man's seiittenng seed on salt gioiind iii hopes ol a crop, 
or wluspciing into the cai of one hoin deaf one's gnefs ami joys, or wntmg 
fresh ^ verses on the taie of a stream, or to sjiort ivith the ornamental figures 
in a bath m the hope of begetting offspring, oi to expect drops ol rain from a 
fiiiious whirH'iml ’ 

‘ Kopiie must tiiivp road this pjss.igp diffproutlj, as he tianslates 'If thou pouldst give 
one lock ol han bevond whnt belong!, to thr head ,' wliirh, with rofrren! e to what follows, 

‘ by till) dust of the tei't of the holy it woulil give a head-iuhp,' haidlj makes BOiiap Kullah, 
howiiver, which is found in tho lithographed and printed editions, and iii the MSS I have 
ooiLsulted, must mean ‘tap,’ 'crown,' 'tiara' A» to the phtiisi, ‘By eaith, wlioio samta 
have trodden or, as Kecuo renders it, ‘ By the dust of thi teit ot the holy,’ Oncntala 
I uiisidiT ns sawed the ground over whieh holy men have passed, and cunimoiily talk of it os 
‘(oUyrium for tho eyia,' etc , and ns in this lase swear by it 

* Tm signifios also 'moist,’ and is, therefore, introduced with rifeionco to the db-i rawdn, 
‘ninuiug wulir,' though otherwise the epilhet is inapt enough, lor the freslmess of a veiso 
could unt make it more or less permanent on water 

^ Kverj one who has been m hot rlimates knows that those whirlwinds arise under a 
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BTAAZA 

To hope that kiogg will true and grateful be 
Ib, from the cypreas-branch, to look for fruit 

The cane-jviiCQ grows not on the willow-trec, 

No — though a thouaimd tunes thou give to it 
The [sparhling] waters of eternity ' 

Domnah said, ‘ C'caao these sayings and take thought for thine own 
matters ’ Shanzahoh replied, ‘What plan can I set up, and what stratagem 
can I adopt ^ And as for the ipualitiea of the Lion, I know them well, and 
my sagacity admonishes me that the Lion has no wish ivith reference to mo 
but what IS good and kind, but those who oro about him strive for my death, 
and exert themselves for my ruin , and if it be so, the inclination of the 
tongue ol the balance of my life is lathor toward the scale of destruction than 
that of contanuLiucc, for when crafty and cruel persons, and perfidious 
oppressors combine,* aud join hand to hand, and set themselves unanimously 
■igainst any ono, they arc sure to triumph ovor him, and overthrow him, as 
the Wolf, and the Crow, and the Jackal, made a set against the Camel, 
and by uniting, prevailed ogamst liiin, and obtamed their object and desire ' 
Damnah asked, ‘ How was that ** ’ 

STOltY XXI 

Shanzabali said, ‘They have related that a blat,k-eyed Crow, and a 
Wolf Avith sharp daws, and a crafty Jackal, were in the service of a lion, 
aceustomed to hunt hi» piey, and their forest lay near the highway A 
mercliant’h camel was lelt behind m those parts, and recovering his strength, 
after a time, wandeied about in ecciy duection m (juest of provender lie 
happened to pasn through that wild spot, and when he approached the lion 
he saw no alternative but to do him service, and shew him respect The 
bon, too, spoke him fair, and imjmred into the state of his affaiis, and after 
acquainting hunscLf with them asked hun as to his story and movements 
The Camel leplied, 

Cum-LLT 

Though boforc this I rould mjsclf m my own acts command, 

'When thcc I saw the reiiiB of choice departed from my hand 
Whatever the king commands will doubtless comprehend all that is salutary 
for hiB subjects 

HEMIBIICH 

Thou know’st our welfare better than ourBelvoa ' 

The hon replied, ‘ If thou desirest it, remain m our company — tranquil 

cloudless sky, and, in fact, are pioduccd by excossive heat, and, mstcad of givmg forth 
rnfreshuig nun, arc charged with sand, as in the terrible desert of Arabia , nay, though they 
should 1)0 aocomponicd with thunder and Ugbtnmg, they bring no rain, as 1 have mysou 
witnessed 

' Lit ‘ Having sot back to back ’ 
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and seciire.’ The Camel was pleased, and remained in that forest until a 
long intcrrol had elapsed and he had become extremely fat One day the 
bon hod gone in pursmt of a quarty, and a iiinouB elephant hod encountered 
him, and between them a mighty battle and a huge conflict had ansen, and 
the bon having received several wounds, came back to the forest and lay 
down in a comer groaning and wounded The Wolf, the Crow, and the Jackal, 
who were the favontes that fed from the table of his bberabty, were left 
without food, and from the bon’s innate generosity, and the pure 
benefleencG which kings feel towards their servants and attendants — when he 
saw them m that state he was, affected, and said, ‘ Your suffermgs ore more 
difficult for me [to bear] than my own If hereabouts ye can find any game 
I will come out, and havmg done the busmess for you, wdl return ’ They, 
quittmg their places, in attendance on the bon, came out and went into a 
comer, and beginning to Lonsult with one another,' said, ‘What is the use to 
118 of the Camel's being in this forest^ Neither does the kmg derive any 
advantage from him, nor have we any friendship with him , now we must 
induce the lion to tear him to pieces, and thus for two or three days the 
king will be put at his case from the pursuit of food, and wo, too, shall be 
proportionably benefited ’ The Jackal said, ‘ Do not coquette with this lancy, 
for the lion has given him a safe-conduct and mtroducod him into his 
servioD, and whoever instigates the kmg to act perfidiously, and emboldens 
lum to break his word, will commit treason , and the traitor is universally 
reprobated, and both God and man arc displeased with him 

VEUST 

In wliorasocver trcoihcry finds rlatB, 
llie fiuth til God is fulsu and spiritlehs 

Truth on the huniiin com hri stamp must trace, 

For Nature's alloy is pcrfidiousness ’ 

The Crow said, ‘ Wo might devise some stratagem m tlus matter, and 
extneate the lion from the obbgation of this promise, and do you mind and 
stay here and I wiU go and return ’ He then went to the lion and stood 
BtiU The hon mquirod, ‘ Have you maikcd down imy quarry and brought 
mteUigcnco of any game ^ ' The Crow said, ‘ 0 king ' the eyes of every one 
of us fail through hunger, and we ore bereft, too, of the power of motion A 
method, however, has come mto our mmds, by which, if the long assents, we 
shall gain perfect ease and abundant blessings ' The bon said, ‘ Inform me 
of thy meaning that I maj distinctly apprehend it ’ The Crow answered, 
'This Camel is a stronger among us, and we cannot contemplate any 
advantage from associating with him Tor a burned makeshift, here is a 
quarry come to hand and game caught in the net ’ The bon was wroth. 


bit ‘ Introducing the path of consultation bttnoen them 
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and exclaimed, ‘ Bust on the head of the helpers of this age, who have no 
habit but that of hypocnsy nor any feolmg but that of perfidy, and who 
altogether abandon the part of courtesy and hberohty, and manly and 
generous sentiment 

Faith does not company with worldly mon. 

From those whose habit is injustice, then, 

Eipoct not truth — n dog is better far 

Than those dumb cats who full of eunning are , 

And round the cloth a pluudcnng warfare wage — 

The only chase in which they dare engage ' 

In what sect, is it lawful to break faith ^ and by what creed is an attack 
sanctioned upon one to whom thou thyself hast given protection ^ 

COTIPLET 

Ureak not the hiinrh thyself didst elevate. 

In breaking that thou mjurest thine own state ’ 

The Crow said, ‘ I know these principles , but the wise have said that 
an individual may bo sacrificed for all the inmates of a house, and the people 
of a house for a tnbo, and a tnbe for a city, and tbu mhabitants of a city 
for the august person of a monarch who is in danger because his safety might 
benefit the people of a whole region And, bewdes, an evasion may be found, 
so that he who made the promise of neglect may be clear, and his person 
secured from the pam of fasting’* and the dread of starvation ' The hon 
hung down his head, and the Crow returned and said to lus friends, ‘ I have 
laid the case before the hon At first he was rcfrictory, but at last he 
became tractable Now our plan is to go all together to the Camel and 
recount the storj' of the lion’s hunger and of the distress that he is suffermg, 
and say that wo have passed our hves happily under the protection of the 
fortunes and beneath the shade of the majesty of this fortunate kmg To-day, 
that this event has occurred, honor demands that we should lay down our 
hves and breath tor him, otherwise wc shall be stigmatized for ingratitude, 
and shall be deprived of the character of generosity and manliness Our 
nglit couTBC IS to go, all of us, to the lion and reiterate to him thanks for his 
gifts and bounties, and acknowledge that we have no power to make any 
return save m offering up our lives and breath for him Whereupon let 
each of us say, " To-day let the king break his fast upon me,” and let the 
others moke some objection, and thus, probably, death will be the doom of 
the Camel ’ They then came together to the Camel and repeated all those 
particulars to him , and he, m consequence of the simphcity of his heart, was 

* Keena translates more litersUy ‘ A dog is hotter than those dumb cats, who, with 
their Btrotagome, hunt after nothing hut around the dinner table ’ 

‘ Keene’s translation cihibits, through a curious error in typography, ‘ the pains of a 
sting,’ instead of ‘the pains of fasting ' 



156 


ABTAE-I SUHAILr , OK, THE LIOHTS OF CAFOrUS 


doliided by them , and so having settled matters as Lae been described, they 
went to the lion, and when they had acquitted themselves of the duty ol 
settmg forth their thankfulness and his praise, and offering eulogies and 
prayers for his welfare, the Crow loosed his tongue and said, 


COUPLET 

‘ King ' in this waTld bulccsb attend un thee ' 

And, at mirth's banquet, jov thy portion he ' 

Our tranquillity dcjiends on the king’s personal health, and now that an 
exigency has occurred, and my flesh may suffice to eke out the king's 
eiQstenoe, he must condrscend to kill me and turn mo to account ’ The 
others exclaimed, ‘ Wliat good will eating thee do ^ and what satisfaction 
would thy flesh give ’ ’ 

HEMISTICH 

Who then art thon, that one should retk of thcc ’ 

When the Crow heard these words he hung down his heail, and the ,Iackal 
began to spook, and said, 


COUPLE r 

' King ' from whoHC paw procursivt destmi 
Takes, m wialh’i dar, thr ruU of thoBC to die 


A long interval has elapsed during which wo have lived safe from the 
flerconosB of the sun of vicissitude under the shode of thy daily increasing 
fortunes To-day, when the moon of the splendor of your majesty is 
involved in the eclipse of distress, I desire that the star of success may rise 
from the horizon of my condition , and that the king liaving made me liis 
food, should he freed fiom the care of thinking about how to break his fast ' 
The rest replied, ' Whut thou hast said proceeds from an excess of affection 
and a proper sense of obligation, but thy flesh smells rank, and is coarse and 
unwholesome Heaven f'orefend that by eating it tbe king's indisposition 
should bo mcrodsed'’ The Jackal was silent, and the Wolf came forward and 
loosed his tongue, saying, 

enuri ET 

‘ King' may heaven's moiiorih he th) fnoiul and stay ' 

And, m the battle Held, thj foes thv prey ' 

I, too, am desirous of sacrificing mvself for tbe king, and hope (hat ho will 
smilingly assign a place to my hmbs in his gums ’ His comrades said, 

' Thou hast spoken these words from pure attachment and thorough faithful- 
ness, hut thon thy flesh would make one choke,' and, in lU effects, it is the 
next thing" to deadly poison ’ The Wolf stepped back ogam, and the 


' bundle is hteroUy ‘ a straughug rord ,' IhuiiH ‘ the quinsy ' 
‘ Jilt ' Substitute,’ ur ' rcpiescutuUve,' ‘locum tencus ’ 
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Camel, extending its long neck on high,* broke the rein, ‘ Eo&ry tall permi 
It a fool,''^ and began to apeak, and, after the due recital of bleSBinge, said, 

COOrLET 

‘ King ' at wkoae throshold the bnght azure sky 
Has opened doors of hope and yictory 

I have been brought up in this presence, and have been educated at this 
court , if I am fit for the royal kitchen, or may serve for the supply of thy 
table, I grudge not my life ’ 

COUPLET 

While breath remains I will not from thy dwelling-place ’ arise , 

And, should it como to life itself, that e’en I'll sacrifice 

On this, the others with one voice exclaimed, ‘ This speech proceeds 
fiom excess of kind feeling and tram true fidelity, and, in very truth, thy 
flesh IS digestible, and suits the king’s constitution Blessings on thy 
magnanimity, that thou hast not grudged thy life for thy benefactor , and by 
dealing thus thou hast left a good name for a remembrance 

COUPLET 

The brave man’s worth uncounted* gold, for he 
Will in tho deadly crisis helpful he ’ 

Hereupon they all made a unanimous assault on tho Camel, and before the 
poor creatuie could draw breath, they tore his limbs to pieces And 1 have 
adduced this story that thou mayest know that the artifices of interested 
persons, especially when they combine -with one another, will not fail of 
effect ’ Damnuh said, ‘ "What detence dost thou thuik of ^ ’ Shonzabah 
repbrd, ' I can thmk of nothing now but what doviates from the path of 
wholesome procedure, nor do I know of any remedy save war and conflict, 
and strife and slaughter for every one who is slam for tho protection of his 
own life 16 admitted into the circle of martyrs, and participates in the benefit 
of the saymg, ‘ Whoever it slain m defence of his life is a martyr ’ Moreover, 
if my death is fixed by tho hand of the Lion, and predestinated , at least, 

^ then, lot me be slam honorably, and let me perish goUrmtly and with 
spmt 

COUPLET 

’Tib well if I with glory yield my breath, 

I want but fame — the body is for death ’ 


* I have ventured to take bala with gusMtah, though it would be more naturally coupled 
with mahdr, in which case it would eigiuty ‘high,’ » e , ‘ sublime,’ aa refemng to the saying 
of the prophet The aeutence cannot, I think, bear the meanmg Eeeue assigns to it— 
‘ tossing up tho long rein of ‘over) toll man is a fool ' ' 

® This IB a saying of the prophet, and was spoken by him facetiously with roforenoe to 
hiB two most mtimate companions, ’Umar and ’Ali, of whom the former was tall and tho 
latter short 

^ Lit ‘ The end of thy street ’ 

1 Lit ‘ A hundred thousand dirhams ’ 
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Damnah said, ‘ A wise man la not precipitate in war, nor does lie allow 
hunself to anticipate matters at the tuno of battle, for ‘ The aggressor ts the 
most m the wrong ’ And by one’a own choice to en^ge in groat dangers is no 
proof of cleverness, nay, men of nndorstandmg handle the affairs of an 
adversary with civility and courtesy, and consider it best to avert a quarrel 
by gentleness 

VEKSE 

Sncct gniilo la bettor than unplGosout iro, 

’Tib beat to sprinkle water upon fire 

When thou by gentle means thy wish eanst gam, 

^Tiy towards anger give, unchecked, the remf 

And, moreover, it is not nght to hold oven a weak enemy cheap, for even if 
he be wantmg m strength, he will not be so helpless as regards artifice and 
stratagem, and he will by perfidious and false measures kindle the fire of 
muchicf to the extent tliat its flame will not bo quenched by the water of 
counsel , and thyself host learnt to know the power of the Lion, and his 
might stands not in need of commentary or amplification , wherefore do not 
undervalue his hostihty, but be on thy guard against the impetuosity of his 
attack, for every one that contemns hia foe and disregards the issue of a 
conflict, will rue it as did the Genius ' of the Sea owing to despismg the 
Sand-piper ' ’ Shanzabah inquired ‘ How was that ’ ’ 

STORY XXIT 

Damnah said, ' They have related that on the shore of the Indian Ocean 
there is a kind of bird which they call Ti tawa or ‘ Sand-piper ’ A pair of 
these had their nest on the sea-shore, and had fixed their abode at the brink 
of the water When the time for depositing their eggs had come, the female 
said, ‘ We must seek a place to lay our eggs where we may live m peace ’ 
The nude replied, ‘ Hero is a pleasant place and agreeable spot, and to 
migrate from hence appears impossible The eggs must be laid ’ The 
female rejomed, ‘ Hero is the place for deliberation, for if the sea roU up 
ita waves and carry off our young, and all our hfo’s labor should be wasted, 


’ The ongiual has vahil-i darya^ and Keene has literally traiiBlatcd it , ‘ Envoy of the 
ocean , ’ but, as it seoniB to be intended merely for a pcrsoniilcation of the ocean, the 
Sanskrit having only samadrah, ' the ocean,’ I have rendered it as above 

* What kind of bird the iltn ib seems difficult to discover from the Dictionanes The 
Penian Dictionary gives Tl(u, (r) ' a kind of water fowl,' and directly afterwards Titawa, (a) 
‘ a a^ies of the lata,' and nii reference to the latter word, it will bo found to be ‘a bird of 
tho TctraonidiD or grouse family, which makes a noise like lata, kata ’ In tkc Hitopadcshn 
the word IS Tittihltl, whichProfcssor Johnson, m his Vocabulary, renders 'wagtail,' and in 
hiB Translation ‘lapwing’ Shakespear omits the word ittu altogether, but gives a much 
more probable rendering for IfittMlh, under the word filihri fto which ho refers from lattaur), 
and which ho translates ‘ sandpiper,’ ‘ Trmgn Gocnsia ’ The Sanskrit Dictionary gives 
Parra Jacono, or Gocnais, for Tttphhih It would be well if lexicographers would endeavour 
to agree as to the acientifrc nomenclature of ammale, trees, etc unt here tho oompilors of 
dictionanea seem to plunge at once into Oriental supineneoi 
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how shall we remedy that ’ ’ Her mate answered, ‘ I do not suspect that 
the GemuB of the Sea would show this hardihood, or put such a shght upon 
ns , ' and admittmg that he should imagine such a disrespect and allow our 
offspnng to be drowned, he may be forced to do us justice 

OOUFLET 

Is my will thwarted, then I’ll wreak my vengeance on the sky, 

I am not eno that e'en ham heaven will hear indignity ' 

The female rephed, ‘To step without the limits of one’s own rank, and to 
boast of what exceeds our power, is unsmtable to persons of discretion 
What strength host thou that thou shouldest threaten the Genius of the Sea 
with thy vengeance, and what terrors are thine to enable thee to nso to the 
digmty of a oonflict and feud with him ^ 

OOnPLBT 

To thine own nun thou a spoiler art, 

A sparrow thou and plaicst the falcon's part 

Abandon this idea, and choose for our eggs a place of security and a safe 
spot, and turn not away thy head from ray advice , for whoever hearkens not 
to the w^ords of those who give him counsel, and does not act upon the advice 
of fiiends who wish him well, meets with what hcMl the Tortoise ’ The 
male Sandpiper inquired, ‘ How was that ’ ’ 

STORY XXHT 

The female said, ‘ They have related that in a pool whose water from 
the pureness of its nature refleeted every image like a clear mirror, end by 
its sweetness and excellence gave a foretaste of the spring of hfe and of the 
fountain of Salsabil,^ resided two geese and a Tortoise, and m consequence of 
their beii^ neighbours, the thread of their circumstances had been drawn 
out mto smcerc friendship, and vicimty had ended m cohabitation, and, 
bemg pleased with the sight of each other, they passed their lives contentedly 

COUPLET 

Swoot, life’s season gliding on in the presence of our Ihenda, 

Swoet, each moment to which friendship her enchanting radiance lends 

Suddenly the hand of perfidious fortune began to lacerate the cheek of thcix 
condition with the nails of vicissitude, and the glasB-coloured sky began to 
display m the nurror of their hfe the form of separation 

HEHIBTTCH 

What joy is there which fortune darkens not > 

’ Jdnii f<wi» gutdiMarif observe the phrase 

> Paradise is watered by a great number of springs and fountains, whose pebbles are 
rubiDl and emeralds, their earth of camphirc, their oeds of musk, and their sides of safrron , 
the most remarkable among them hemg Salsahll and Tasn’im See Sale’s ‘Preliminary 
Disoourse,’ p 69 
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TERSE 

From tbe goblet of union with lui iil onos how iwent is the n me thet is quaffed. 

Bat the headache of parting soon follows, soon mars the delight of the draught 
At this table none can thow oven so much as a morsel m truth, 

But a pebble will come mterrcning 'twiit the bread and the luckless one's tooth ' 

In that water which was the Bouroe of their life and the support of their 
eiastence, a complete failure manifested itself, and a glaring alteration was 
eindont When the geese perceived that state of thmgB they withdrew thou 
hearts from the home to which they were ateuBtomed and determined on 
emigrating 

VEnSE 

Travel la bolter for the man whoso broost 
By vanoufi oiiios and troubles la oppresned 
Ktir though 'tis pain indeed abroad to roam, 

'Tis better than adreraitjr at home 

Therefore with hearta full of sorrow and eyes full of tears, they approached 
the Tortoise, and introducing the subject of parting, said, 

conrcET 

Tima's evil eye disparts onr destinies How t.m I say what ills from it ansa ' 

The Tortoise wept at the pang of parting, and m the utmost Borrow piteously 
exclaimed, ‘What words ore these ’ and how con I expect to hvc without 
you ’ or how con existence be supported without sympathising friends ^ ’ 

vriisK 

Life without thoe, wc may unlawful coll 
Or reft of time la it then life at all > 

All life without tlite 18 ulus' the same^ — 

Heath, Imng death — and lite alum in name 

And since that I have not power even to take leave, how can I endure tlic 
load of separation ’ 

COUPLET 

From thee nnparted I'm the eypreaa frei, I shake at parting like the aspen tree ’ 

The Glecse replied, ‘ Our hearts too are wounded by the sharp pomts of 
separation, and our breasts consumed overmuch by the fierceness of the 
flame of the fire of parting hut tho distress of being without water is on 
the pomt of giving the mould of our existence to the wind of annihilation, 
and therefore of necessity we ore about to forsake our friend and country, 
and to make choioe of the anguish of exile 

COUPLET 

Ne’er did and lover willing quit hu love. And none from I’aiadise of choice remove' 


* This homely cotnpansnn affords a good example of how the I’erBian poets descend ‘ner 

saltum’ from tho turgid and mfiated to tho mean ^ 

* M Qnutrbmero, in his review of M Alexandro Chadzko’s ' Qranimairo PcraaiiB,' m the 
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The Tortoise rejoined, ‘ 0 friends ! ye know that the distress of the want 
of water affects me more, and that without water I cannot support myself 
At this crisiB the rights of ancient companionship demand that ye should take 
me with you, and not leave me alone m the sorrowflil abode of separation ’ 

COOPLET 

Thou art my life and wouldst depart, but when 
Life goes, what cun thr lifeless trunh do then? 

The Creese answered, ‘ 0 friend unique, comrade esteemed * the pang of 
partmg from thee is more poignant than that of ciolo, and the grief of 
leaving thee a greater cause of despondency and depression, and wherever we 
go, though we should be m the happiest cu’cumstancos, and should pass our 
time m the utmost comfort, yet, deprived of seemg thee, the eye of nur rejoicing 
would be darkenrsl, and the vision of our fortune obscured , and wo too have 
hut one wish, and that is thy society and compamonship , but for ns to 
proceed on the earth ' 5 surface and so to traverse a great and long distance is 
impossible, and for thee too to fly through the expanse of air and accompany 
us is impracticable , and such being the case, how can we travel together ’ or m 
what ma n ner con wo keep company^’ The Tortoise answered, ‘Your 
sagacity will be able to devise a remedy for this matter tuo, and the con- 
trivance of this affair will be attamed by your discernment, and what plan 
can 1 excogitate while my spirit is broken by the thought of separation, and 
my heart crushed with tho load of parting ’ 

COCJLET 

A heart is needed first in everything 
From a torn heart no rightful counsels spnng 

The Geese rephed, ‘ 0 friend ’ durmg this period [of our friendship] we 
have observed m thee somewhat of levity and precipitancy and rashness 
perhaps thou wilt not act upon what we say, nor keep firm to thy promise 
after thou hast made it ’ ’ The Tortoise rejoined, 'How con it be, that ye 
should speak with a view to ray advantage, and I act m opposition, or fail 
to perform a compact which is for my own good ^ 

COUPLET 

I pledged my faith that from my faith I ne’er would deviate , 

I gave my troth that that my troth should rest invialate ' 

Said the Goeso, ' The condition is that when we take thee up and fly through 
the air thou wilt not utter a smgle syUable, for any one who may happen 

‘ Journal des Savants,’ October, 1S53, translates the phrase 'uahikdn-x bl dil, ‘Ics amants a 
qni leur passion a fait pesrdre la raison,' and ho gives as his reason, ‘ dU expnme souveut 
1' intelligence, la raison ’ I think, however, that, though his lendctmg is very adimssible 
the woi^ may also bo trsuslated ‘despairing lovers,' as m these Imes the epithet ‘sad ' or 
' despairing ' would be more appropriate The lover, although slighted or desponding, 
refuses to quit the street of his beloved one Were he Majnfin, as M Quatrhmere would 
make him, ne would, like Majnliii, wander through tho deserts at random 
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to see UB will be suio to throw m a word, and say samethuig in reference to 
us directly or mdircctly ‘ Now how many soever addresses or aUusiona thou 
mayest hear, or whatever maneEUvres thou mayest observe, thou must close the 
path of reply, and, good or bad [whate’er betide] not loose thy tongue ’ 
The Tortoise answered, ‘ I am obedient to your commandh, and I will posi- 
tively place the seal of silence on my Lps, so that I shall not be even disposed 
to answer any creature ’ 

STANZA 

In far-off Greece I met an ancient sage, 

And said, ‘ f) thou ' ripe with tin love of age ' 

Whit huitfl man best in ei ery Btnte ' ' Said he, 

‘Woiddat hear tho truth, ’tis taciturnity'' 

The fjccsc then brought a shell, and the Tortoise laid hold of the middle 
of it firmly with his teeth, and they lifting the two ends of the stick, hoie 
him up When they got to a height in the air, they happened to pass over 
a milage, and the people of the village having discovered them, wero astonished 
at their piooeedmgs, and came out to look at the sight, and raised a shout 
from loft and nght, ‘ Look ' how [two] geese arc carrying a tortoise ’ And as 
m those days tlie like of it had never been witnessed by that people, their 
cnee and exclamations increased every moment The Tortoise held his peace 
for a time, but at length the cauldron of his self-esteem began to boil, and 
his pationco hemg exhausted, he exclaimed, 

HKHtSTICH 

' May blindaesB seize on those that cannot see ' ' ^ 

No sooner hod he opened his lips but he foU from ou high Tho Geese 
exclaimed, ‘ Tim duty of a nieuengcr i« ltd to convey hie nutteage ' ’ It is the 
port of friends to give advice and of the fortunate and well-disposed* to 
listen to it ’ 

STANZA 

Wi’ll-wishors giie luivite— butnnly they 
Who lire well-tempered list to what they say 
1 wish thre well, but if thou eross-gTamed be, 

When wall iu\ counsel take olfcct on thee t 

And tho moral of this story is, that whoever listens not to the admonition of 

' Sueh is the distinction, I believe, between Cat Iz and hnatjat, and the parallel terms 
follow directly after— 'lAdraf and uharat 

1 I suppose this not very lutid obscrmtion of the tortoise to imply, 'You who arc 
shouting to others to look at what is plnin enough to cieiynne, hold your peace and may he, 
who cannot ace what is straight before his eyes, become blind ' ’ 

^ This very common oiproBsion oorurs, slightly modified, in ten or elevon passages in the 
Knr'hn The enact words will be found in Mar , eh miv , 55, B'l isit , 53 , Bde p 269, 
Inst line but three Said slightly alters tho meaning to suit corresponding passages Keene's 
reision is inaccurate, ‘ Nothing belongs to a messenger but to amvc ' 

‘ NIk-baiht seems to me, as Kceno rightly renders it, to milude both fortunate and well- 
disposed 
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fiieuds 71111 the heEinagof acceptaace, mil have hastened his own destruction 
and tom away the veil * of disgrace from the face of hia own ignominy 

CODFLET 

Who lists not to tho counsol of his friends, Shall gnaw rcmorsefally his fingers’ ends ' 

The male Sand-piper said, ‘ I have heard this apologue that thou hast 
recited, and have become acquainted mth ita import , nevertheless, fear thou 
not and keep whore thou art, for the faint-hearted imd fearful never attam 
their msh , and I keep to what I have said, that tho Genius of the Sea mil 
see fit to be tender of us ’ The female laid her eggs, and when the young — 
rendmg the white vest of the shell — ^raised their heads from tho collar of life, 
the sea, roUmg onwards m waves, snatched them under the skirt of destruc- 
tion The female on witnessing the catastrophe, became agitated, and 
exclaimed, ‘0 wretch' I weU knew that there was no stnvmg" mth the 
waters New that thou hast destroyed our young and sot my spuit on fire, at 
least devise some plan by which my lacerated fcelmg may he salved ’ The 
mole replied, ' Speak respectfully, for I keep to the promise thou dost wot of, 
and I wiU acquit myself of the vow I have made and wrest justice from 
tho Genius of the Sea ’ He immediately went to the other birds, and having 
convened in one place all the leaders and chiefs of each class, he explained 
his case to them, and having requested their assistance and aid, hego#, in a 
voice of supplication, this song 

( OlIFLFT 

‘ Endless were the snd tceitftl of my heart’s distress and n oe, 

It lb now the time to aid me and jniu fljnipathy to slicw 

Unless all my friends act in concert and unison in this matter, and by a 
combined effort extort justice for me from the Genius of the iSea, his holdness 
will mcroaso and he will afterwards attack the young of other birds and 
when this custom has become estahhshed, and this habit hocu confirmed, we 
must tear away our hearts from our children and hid adieu to our country 
and our homes 

COUPLET 

Or with a hundred woes bear with tho thorns of this distress, ' 

Or step into the drear abode of utter nothingnesa ’ 

The birds, sad and dejected at what had happened, serried their pinions 
and hastened to present themselves at tho court of the Sfmurgh, and caused the 
statement of what had occurred, to amve at the place of representation, and 


* Keene translates this expression ‘ ml of advice,’ whence it is evident he must have 
have lead mkdb-l nasihat for the reading of the edition, nikdb-ifcalhai 

* The word bdil, (lit ‘playing,’) seems to me to be used hero in order to make a (very 
obscure) pun, as ai-idzi, like julaJeriid, signifies ‘ swimming about sportively,' or ‘ gambohng 
in the water ' 

’ Keene translates, ‘We must either, by a hundred insults, work his sorrow with disgrace 
but sdMfan bd is, 1 bcheve, always nsod in the sense of putting up with a thing 

L 2 
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Boid, ' If thou feelest commiaeration for thy subjects, thou mayest fitly be 
their king , but if thou hast no caro for the distresses of the oppressed, and 
dost not sympathize with the injured, efface the writing of the sovereignty 
of the birds from the page of thy fortunes, and the title to be their guardian 
shall bo made over to another ’ 

COUPLET. 

The sufferings of the weak commiserate Take hoed — or dread the tyranny of fate * 

The Sfinurgh oonsoled them and set off from his metropohs with his ser- 
vants and retinue, to repel that unfair attack, and the birds, encouraged by hia 
aid and protection, turned their faces towards the shore of the Indian Ocean , 
and when the Sfmurgh with an army — the limits of whose ranks ® could not be 
contamed m the capacity of the computation of any accountant, and the 
number of whose lines and classes could not he weighed in the scales of 
surmise and poBSibihty — 

STCNZA 

All warlike, fierce and bra\e, blood-tlrmkcra they , 

All gallant veterans eager for tbo fray 

With feathery hauberks they their breasts defend , 

And beak ond claw like laneo and knife protend 

arrived near the sea, the mormng breeze, which agitates the line of billows, 
oonvf>ycd that news to the Genius of the Sea, who not finding m his 
resources ability to contend with tho Simurgh and the army of the birds, 
was compelled to put himself m the posture of supplication and restore the 
young of the Hand-pipcr 

Now my object m addressing tlus tale, is to shew that one ought not to 
despise any enemy though he may be very contomptiblo, for a dimmutive 
needle may^ effect that to which the lofty spear is incompetent, and a 
burning stick from tho fire, though it scorn small to now, wiU consume 
whatever comes in cuiitart with it , and the sagos have said, ‘ tho friendship 
of a thousand persons wiU not countervail the hostility of one ’ 

COUPLET 

A thouaand e'en too lew for friendship arc. 

But one fer enmity too much by for 

Rhanznhah said, ' I will not commence the battle, that I may not be 
stigmatized with tlie infamy of ingratitude, but when the Lion attacks me I 
shall consider self-preservation and defence of my own person a duty 
Bamnah said, ' When thou approachest the Lion, and seest that, having raised 
himself up, he is lashmg the ground with lus tad, and the flame of his wrath 

* It la unpossihlo to retain the play on words in the original between rfr liiutdfi and 
miar dastl 

2 The lithographed edition and one MS read hadd va hair, and Keene tranalates 
accordingly, ‘extent and limits,’ but I prefer the remtuig of the printed edition, hadd-i 
Ausar, ‘ the limits of whose ranks,' mokmg huiwr correspond to fs/u/in the ponllel sentence 
which follows 
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appears kindled like the fire of his eyes, know that he is about to attack 
thee ’ Bhauzabah said, ' Should anything of this sort be observable, 
undoubtedly the veil of suspicion will be removed fi:om the cheek of certainty, 
and information will be afforded on the pomt of the perfidious mtentions of 
the Lion ’ Damnah then, mirthful and inspirited, betook himself to Kalllah 

OOUTLET 

From the blind fool who can behold with joy another's smart, 

Expect not faith nor truth from him — he stands from all apart 

Kalflah mquired, ' How have affairs progressed ^ and what is the upshot 
of tho matter ’ ’ Damnah made answer, 

HEUI8TICH 

‘ I thank my fortune and the times as well 

Praise be to God ' the most complete solution of the matter has been effected, 
and this so difficult affair has been well and easily aocomplisbod ’ Thus 
spake Damnah, while fate, with the tongue of retribution, was whispering the 
import of this couplet in the ear of the wise men of the assembly of 
discernment 

COTIPLET 

Glad scirod the guests the ringlets of the boy,* 

Would heaven but grant them tenure of their joy 

Then both set off' to tho Lion, and by Llioncc the Ox arrived immediately 
on their traces The Lion taught sight of the Ox, and the msinuations of 
Damnah produced the desired effect, and the Lion, bcginnmg to roar, lashed 
the ground with tho tail of fuiy, and ground his teeth together through 
excess of wrath Shonzubah felt certain that the Lion meant to attack him, 
and said to himself, ‘ Tho service of lungs m terror and dread, and attendance 
on princes m fear and alann, resemble being m the same house with a 
serpent, and lymg under the same shelter with a lion Although the snake 
may be asleep and the hon slumbering, m the end one wUl raise his head 
and tho other open his jaws ’ 

COUPLEr 

Do uot at royal courts on kings atteud ; 

I fear 't will like tho stone and pitcher end. 

He thus reflected and then prepared for battle Each side behold the 
signs that the shameless Danmali had pointed out to them, and commencing 
the conflict, spread their shoutings and ones through the extent of earth and 
the expanse of heaven 


* Lit ‘ Cup-bearer ' The meonmg of this somewhat omgmaticol couplet is simply that 
earthly pleasures are transient, and Damnub'e exultation would be but fleetmg 
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HTANZA 

Thtir tumult madu the doer and beoahi uf prey,* 

Through that wild waste and desert shnnl away 
These in the cavern of the mountain-side, 

Those in thick bushy coverts cower and hide 
Kalfltth, boholdmg this spectacle, turned to Damnah, and said, 

auATUAm 

With guileful art** a hundred wiles hast thou 
Together blent — then from the issue fled 
Two hundred years may ram, nor settle now 
This troublous dust thou host uccusioued 

0 unwise ' Buest thou or not the evil results of what thou hast done ^ and 
perceivcat thou or not the disgraceful issue ol thy proceedings ’ ' Damnah 
said, ' What is the evil result ^ ’ Kolilah answered, ‘ In this act which thou 
hast pcrjictrated seven hurtlul eonsequcnccs arc apparent One is, that thou 
hast unueceasanly plunged thy benefactor into difficulty, and hast brought 
mighty trouble on the poison ol the Lion The second is, that thou hast 
stirred up thy mastei so to act as to incur the stigma ot a breach of promise 
and hiithlessness, luid has consented to this liis dislionoj The third is, that 
thou hast considerably exerted thyself for the slaughter of the Ox, and hast 
submcTgcd hiui m the whirlpool of destruction The fourth is, that thou 
hast taken upon thine own ncek the murder of that iimocinl cicature who 
wiU be slain through thy efforts The fiftli is, that thou hast made a large 
nuiuber suspicious of the king, and it is probable that through, fear of him 
they will abandon their country and betake themselves to some other place, 
and, wandenng from thuir fiimiliCH, wiU sink under the wocb of expatriation 
and the calamities of exile The sixth is, thou hast exposed the generalissimo 
of the urmiea of tlio wild beasts to the possibility of destruction, and con- 
BCiyucntly the knot of their union may hereafter he left disordered The 
seventh is, thou hast made thy own weskness and imbecility palpable, and 
hast not lulfiUod that boast of thine, that thou wouldest manage this busmess 
with ( ourtesy and kindness , and he is the most doltish ol mankind * who rouses 
(Jiimbenng mischief, and di sires to carry on by conflict and ferocity, an 
affair winch admits of being arranged peacefully and with gentleness ’ 
Damnah rephed, ' Perhaps thou hast not heard what they hav o said, 

COUPLET 

If wholesome reason fail in an oflair, We then mnst use uisancr measuros there ' 

* Wuhush means any beast of prey that flies from man , hut sab' a implies also 'savage,' 

' ravenous ' As the English language suppliea but one word fur both these signiflcations, 
1 have chosen ‘ deer ' to stand for the former class m general 

^ Lit ‘With color and siuell ’ 

^ Mardum This word comes mmal-a-propos when n boost is speaking This is oncmstance 
out of many of the dilheulty of preserving the ehuraetor of an apologue through so long a 
hook as tbo ' Anvtj-i Suhaili ’ In fact, the apologue may ho well enough for a short and 
pithy statement, hut for a work of many pages it is altogether inapt, 
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TT p-HInh BBid, ‘ In this affair, what point haat thou settled hy the canon of 
reason ^ or how hast thou disposed thy plans by the aid of the architect of 
counsel, which not succeeding there was occasion to resort to violence and 
roughness^ After all, dost thou not know that sound judgement and correct 
thought take the lead of rourage and valor ^ 

HEMIsncH 

Judgment excels the bravery of the bold 

COIirLET 

The fully wibt cun m a word attain 
Things that a hundred hosts * attempt in vain 

And thy infatuation and conceit of thine own opmion, and the mannci in 
which thou art deluded by the pomp of tlus deceitful world — which, like the 
attractions of the mirage, possesses nought but mere semblance — were always 
known, but I hesitated to lay them open to thee, thinking that thou mightest 
take wanung and awake and rouse thyself from the sleep of pndo and 
negligence, and intoxication from the hijuor of conceit and ignorance , but 
since thou hast passed all bounds, and every moment bccomest more dizzy and 
distracted m the wildumcss of enor and the abyss of sdf-deoeption, it is time 
that 1 should recount some little of thy complete ignorance and darkness and 
excessive boldness and blind otistmuiy, iind leikon iij) — though it be but a 
drop from tlic ocean, and an atom from a mountain — ii few of thy faulty 
speeches and foul acts 

vmsc 

That thou majst hiiow tin tilings Ihit thmi hast ilonu — 

Thou hast bom ticiiihonms — tiulid, ton, ot suciess ' 

All have sunu laliu, thuu art nought iloiii 
All have tlioir bung, tlion hut nothmgntss ' 

Damnah said, ‘ 1 believe, brother ' that from the begmmng ol my life to 
this period, an unfitting word or improper action has never proceeded from 
me , yet it thou hast observed any fault in me, thou oughtest, assuredly, to 
represent it to mo ’ Kalilah rejomed, ‘ Thou hast numerous faults, and the 
first 18 , that thou imagmest thyself faultless , and next, that thy talk exceeds 
thy deeds and they have said that there is no greater danger to a king than 
this, that the words of his minister should outstnp his actions Now the 
people of this world are divisible into four classes as legards their words and 
actions Tirat, there is the man who says and does not, and this is the 
custom of hypocrites and misers Secondly, there is he who docs not speak 
but act, and this is the habit of gallant® men The third is he who says and 

' I have omitted, metn cauaii, to translate jarrar, ‘ numcroua ' 

® The reading of the editions, ’ddat-i ddamigdn va jaudn-mardem, appears to me 
absolute iionsonBC On consulting the MSS I find that va is omitted, and ddamigdn inserted 
only in the margin I would expunge it altogether, or, if it must be read, prefix to it some 
adjective ai.nlk, and read, 'ddat-i nth ddamiydn va jawan-marddn , but it would he better 
entirely suppres^ 
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does, uid Hub ib the charactenstic of men who know ‘ how to pass through 
life The fourth is he who neither says nor does, and this is the quality of the 
moon and sordid And thou belongost to that class who say and do not inTest 
their vrords with the ornament )of action , and I have always found thy tnlh 
to outrun thy capacity , and the Lion, deluded by thy saymgs, has been ex- 
posed to BO penloua an affair as this, and if (which God prevent') a calamity 
should befal him, anarchy and confusion would prevail in this region and the 
disordors and disquiet of the people would exceed all bounds, and the hves 
and property of all would meur the risk of plunder and spoliation, and the 
guilt of aU Hus misery would be on thy neck 

STANZl 

The mail who acts or thinks unworthil}, 

Shall nut the face of guodiicss ever see 

And he who makes the tree of wroiif take root. 

Whence should he gather henchcial fruit ^ 

Damnoh replied, ' I have always been a faithful mimster to the king, and 
have planted nought m tho oi chard of his affairs save the shrub of wholesome 
advico ' Kaltlah rejoined, 'A plant whose fruit la this proceeding which we 
now witness, were bettor plucked up by the root , and advice which produces 
such a icsult as this we now behold, ought rather never to have been spoken 
nor heard , and how can any advantage be looked for in thy discourse, when, 
m point of fact, it is not odonied with the ornament of deeds ^ Learning, 
without practice — like wax without honey — is devoid of all flavour , and 
talkmg without domg — ^liku a tree without leaves and fruit — is only lit to he 
burned 

VEUSE 

Knowledge, that loavca no tmeo of acta behind, 

1b like mcie budj, destitute of nuud 
Knowledge the stem luid acts the fruit will be, 

'Tn amijily for tlio fruitage grows the tree 
The barren brandies do but shock the eye, 

And can but luel to the eook supply 

And men of eimnencc, have, with the pen of condescension, deigned to 
msenbe on the pages of their records, this wntmg, that there ore six thmgs 
from which it is impossible to derive advantage Tho first is, talk without 
action the second, wealth without prudence the third, fnendship without 
cxpcnenco tho fourth, loiowlcdgo without virtue the fifth, alms without 
pious intentions the sixth, life without liealth ^ And though a king be, m 
his own person, just and luopprcsbive, yet one lU-disposcd and of foul 
character, wiU cut off from his subjects the benefits of their monarch's 


‘ Jfo’dsA tUn I proBume to bo nearly oqaiTiilfnt to idr dimudai I liave not met with 
the word, to the hast of my remembraneo, Buevheie 

* Kpeue must have road sMai for gtAAai, for hu tranaUtes 'life without society ’ 
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justice and clemency, and fnim dread of his opposition the afflicting tale of 
the oppressed mU never gam the honor of representation to the hmg, hke 
water, sweet and hmpid — which the form, of a crocodile is visible — 
wherem no swimmer, though athirst and even exceedingly parched, dare 
sfxike out with his arms or with his feet ’ 

COUPLET 

Athirst I've reached the clear pore fountain’s bnnh. 

Tot: to what end? Pm powerless to drmk ! 

Damnah replied, ' My object in this transaction was eunply to attain the 
honor of the lung’s servico ’ Kolllah answered, ‘ Efficient servants and 
active attendants and experienced mmisters, are the ornament and grace of 
the court of kings , but thou desuoat that bU others should be discbargcd 
from waiting on the Lion and that thou shouldst be the confidant and 
coimsuUor, and that intimate access to hia majesty should be reatnoted to 
thyself alone , and this notion proceeds from complete ignorance and excessive 
want of understanding, for prmccs cannot be confined to any one thing or 
any single person, and kingly rank is hke the possesbion of lovehness and 
beauty , for just as a charmer seeks the more to display her attractions, 
the more men are m love with her , so a king, too, the more numerous his 
attendants and the larger his retmuc, is the more desirous of increasmg his 
tram and multiplying those about him And this vam longmg that thou 
entcrtoinest, is a clear proof of excessive stupidity , as the sages have said, 

‘ Five things ore marks ot folly first, to seek one’s own advantage by 
injurmg others secondly, to look lor the rewards of the future Me without 
mortifying the flesh,’ and piety thirdly, to make love to women with rough 
language and lU-tempcr fourthly, to expect to leom the niceties of science 
in slothful mdulgence and case fifthly, to expect friendship from men 
without bemg faithful, and observing the duties of a friend ’ And it is from 
excess of the kmdly feelmg that I entertain for thee, that 1 say these things ; 
but it 18 as clear as the sun that the dark night of thy depravity will not be 
ilInTTun ntud by the torch of my proachmg The gloom of ignorance and 

foulness of envy, which is interwoven m thy nature, will not be dispelled by 
the lustre of my counsels 

COUPLET 

Hot Zamzam’s^ well could bleach, nor Eauaaj'g! tide 
His fortune’s woof'* that fate has darkly dyed 


> Riydmt-\ 'tbddat, ‘the discipline of devotion,’ appciiTB to me to he a questionable 
reading t would therefore read rtydsat va ' tbddatj though 1 cannot And his suggestion 
supported by the MSS 

s Zomzam is the famous well at Mokkoh, otherwise called Hogar’s well The water u 
considered holy, and is much used in the ceremonies of the Hajj For Kausar, see Sole’s 
‘ Prehminory DiBeouise,’ p 68 

’ Otlim Lit ‘blanket,’ or Tough cloth used to sleep on 
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And my case, m relation to thee, is like what the man ' said to that bird, 
namely, ‘ Take not usoless trouble nor waste thy words upon a set who are 
not inclined to listen to thee ’ It would not however give heed and was 
punished in the end ' Dumnah inquired, ‘ How was that ^ ' 

STORY XXIV 

Kalllah said, ‘They have related that a troop of monkeys had their abode 
in a mountain, and lived upon the fruits and herbage there It befell that on 
a night more daik than the hearts of the guilty, iind gloomici than the souls 
of men of ruined fortunes, the fiost of wintei began to assail them, and from 
the gust of a boisterous wind of ley chillness the blood in their bodies began 
to congeal 

TEnJE 

Surh wna the cold, the bun of the sk}, 

Wished he his fshogg}] skin iiiTirtcd had ’ 

The garden birds for lioat so restlessly 
Longed, thrit to have been spitted tlicy ’d been glad '' 

The poor creatures, distressed by the cold, were socking shelter, and having 
bnakly girded themselves in search of it, were running about in every 
direction On a sudden, beside the road, they beheld a piece of sugar-cane 
lying shining,* and, under the idea that it was fire, collected sticks and laid 
thorn about it, and commenced blowmg, and a bird on a tree over against them 
called out ‘ That is not fire,’ but they paid no attention, nor desisted from 
their unprofitable task Meanwhile it happened that a man’ came there and 
said to the bird, ' Trouble not thyself, lor by thy speaking they will not be 
deterred, and thou wiU meet with vexation 


' Keene has the fulloinng note —'From the story it appears that it was not a man, but 
another bird, who said this to the bird There is some mistake ' The editions do indeed 
faultily read marii in ont place, and mu7gh-i digar in the subsoquent passage , hut, on refer- 
ring to the MSiS , I And it should be in both ploees In the ncit line the printed edition 
hns nuhlnad for na fhmld 

* The peasants in Italy, and the Afghhn muuntainerrs, wear a cloak of skins, the plain 
Bide of which they turn inwards m warm weather, and reverse it in winter, so os to have the 
warm fur nevt thiii bodies Tins custom may have given rise to this moat strange expies- 
sion For aiiote onuoyAin, sec M Quatremhre's renew of M Chodako’a Grammar, ‘Journal 
del Savants,’ October, 1HA3 

s The literal translation of this impracticable lino is ' Tho birds m the gardens had the 
horse-shoes in the fire, that it would ho pleasant to bo at the spit at the fire ’ With such 
impossible idioms has tho hapless translator to deal ‘ To have the horse-shoes in the fire’ 
Bigmflea ‘to ho ready,’ and the Ilurhfin-i Kit’i eiploins that in order to get a sort of magic 
influcnoc over a person, it is a custom to wnte nis name on a horse-shoe and put it in 
tho Are, and it is supposed he and the shoe will become malleable together 

‘ Eeeno has, ‘they saw a bnght lump of quicksilver,’ but nat pdrah can mean nothing 
but ‘ a piece of rood,’ or ‘ cane ’ Tdrd, indc^, moans ‘ quieksilver,' but it is a word of 
Sanscrit origin 

“ Here tho editions have, by a mistake, mui^h-idlgar foi mardt See note 1, above 
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COUPLET 

He that is joined to evil foitune, leave him to hia fate , ^ 

For he will notj by all thy offorte^ prove more fortunate 

And to exert oneself in correcting and amending such peraons la like trying 
a sword upon a stone, or to seek from deadly poison the properties of a 
sovereign antidote 

STAKZA 

Eipcct no trace of goodness in the man, 

Who, from the outset, is by nituro bad. 

For by no efforts of thy mabing can 

A white hawk from a dingy crow be had ’ 

When the bird saw that they did not attend to liia words, from excess of 
kindness he came down from the tree in order that he might make them hear 
distinctly his advice, and admonish them against the futile toil they were 
undergoing The monki'ys collected round the bird, and separated his head 
from his body, and my dealings with thcc have just the same character, and 
I do hut waste my time and speak vam words, and hosides that no advantage 
will accrue to thee, 1 am in danger too of being damaged ’ 

8TAN7A 

Thy hoircr to tlij counsel gives no hrnd, 

Tliou flliy vain burthens on tliv soft heart loy * 

Thou siiifht, ‘ Mount ns on Miirfik,^ on the steed 
Of Ilappintss, and thus thjsolf eonvey 
To the Tsislud hiiUing-pl.ite, horn trouble freed 
ll( heirs not, but his path will aye proieed, 

Thm leave hiiu fatuous lagging on Ills way 

Damnah said, ‘ 0 brother ' the great have always fulfilled their duty 
faithfully lowaids therr mfenors as rcgaids advice and admonition, and 
have shunned partiality and dissimulation , and it is incumbent on men of 
real eminence to persevere m the duo practice of counsel and exhortation, 
whether any one attends to them or not ’ 

STANZA 

Withhold from none thy warnings, but say on, 

Although the hearer may thy words neglect 
Tho clouds shower down Ihcir roin the hills upon, 

Though m their stony breasts they nought effect 

Kalllah said, ' I do not close the gate of adnoe against thee, but 1 am 
afraid that thou hast hosed thy affoiis on perfidy and deceit, and hast 

' I have been obliged to omit the words «z Ji/hik-t Mr, ‘ from the commencement of tho 
affair,' which Keene joins with tawdm ^ashtah, but which I should prefer to eonnect with 
fark girtd 

^ Burkk was the winged animal, smaller than a mule and bigger than an ass, upon which 
Mnhammad performed his journey ‘by night, from the sacred temple of Mokkah to the 
further temple of Jerusalem,' and thence through the seven heavens to the presence of God. 
Sec Ku'rkn, ch ivii , Sale p 209 , and Pndcaux’s Life of Mahomet, p 48 



172 


AKTAB-I SUHAIli, OB, THB UOETS OF CANOFUe 


adopted bb thy practuse, conceit and egotism ' The worst of quahfioatwns w 
oibstmacy ’ And when thy repentance comes, it mil be unavailing, and 
however much thou muyest gnaw the back of thy hand and lacerate the 
Bur&oe of thy breast, it will be to no purpose, and a proceeding which is 
based on deceit and treachery will terminate m disgrace and conclude in 
dishonor Bo it happened to the cunning partner , and the pemiaousness of 
his stratagem turned out the noose of the snare of calamity, and closed on hia 
own neck , while his oarcless associate, by the blessing of his upnghtness and 
honest simplicity, attained his msh ' Bamnah said, ‘ How was that ’ ’ 

STOHY XXV 

Kalflah said, ' They have related that there were two associates, one of 
whom was shrewd and the other careless The former, by his extreme 
acuteness and cunnmg, could cast a thousand spells upon the water, and him 
they called Sharp-Wit The latter, from his excessive stupidity and dullness, 
could not discern between things profitable and mj irrious, and him they called 
Light-Hoort These two formed the intention ' of traJmg, and sot out upon 
their travels m company with each other, and went on traversing many a 
stage and march It chanced that they found a purse of gold in the way 
and viewing it as an unlooked-for piece of good-fortune, halted The clever 
partner said, ' 0 brother ' there is m this world plenty of profit that is never 
realized Now it appears to be best to be content with this purse of gold 
and to finish our hves in the nook of our cottages m unfettered ease ’ 

TXllSE 

flow long, gold-Bcekmg, round the earth wilt go ’ 

As grows thy treasure so thy care will grow 
Nought will the eye-cup of the greedy fill,- 
roaxls bniu the shell, hut nut until ’t is still 

They then retraced their steps, and, entenng the city, alighted at a 
lodging The careless partner said, ‘ 0 brother ! come on, let us divide this 
gold, and freeing ourselves from anxiety, spend our several portions 
according to our several mchnations ’ The clever one rephed, ' It is not 
odvisahle to divide at present Our judicious course would be to take such 
sums OB we require for our immediate expendituro, and place the rest very 
oarelblly m deposit somewhere, and every certain number of days come and 
take from thence as much os we require, and preserve the remainder m the very 

^ Keene renders lahdn-yd dtPti/ah-t bdxdrgdni tliWL — 'They had a claim upon a eertain 
merchant ' 1 thmk, however, that the words may bear the sense 1 have given to them, 

which would suit the general stoiy better, for it is not hkely th^ would have given up their 
claim, which they would more easily have realized with the aid of their newly-acquired funds 
I KdtoK-t ekathm siguiflee, I imamne, ‘ the socket of the eye,' or is it used metaphorically t 
‘ the eye of the greedy, like a cup which can never be filled ' 
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BBme matiii RT, which will be less pRilous and more safe ’ The stupid 
partner was deluded by this specious talk, and met his plausible proposal 
With approval, aod taking out cash enough to meet his present ' wants, m 
the maimer aforesaid, the rest they, in conjunction, buned under a tree , 
and directing their course towards the city, went and stopped, each m his 
own quarters 

CODELET 

Next day when the ely juggling sky Undid the box of subtlety, 

The partner who affected to be astute went to the foot of the tree, and 
haying dug out from the earth the gold, earned it off, and his careless 
associate, unaware of what had been done, was engaged m spendmg the cash 
he had, till nothing was left He then came to the clever one, and said, 

‘ Come now, m order that we may take up something from that deposit, for I 
have become very much in want ' The sharp fellow dissembling bis 
knowledge of wbat had happened, said, ‘Very good’ Then both came 
together to the foot of the tree, and the more they sought the less they found 
Sharp-Wit then seized Light-Heart by the collar, saying, ‘ Thou hast made 
away with this gold without any one’s knowing about it ’ Tho poor man 
swore and protested and bemoaned himself, hut all in vom In short, the 
matter came from wrangling to a summons before a judge, and from dispu- 
tmg to an appeal to the law The cunnmg partner took the careless one to 
the house of the K4zl, accused him, and recounted to the KizI the particulars 
of the case and the tenoi of the dispute, and after Light-Heart had denied it, 
the KizI demanded of Sharp-Wit, proof m support of his charge Where- 
upon Shorp-Wit rephed, ‘ Kdti ' may Ood mouf high preserve thee ' 

COUPLET 

Take tho fruition of thy life, for from the throne of fate. 

The mandate u conhrmod which docs thy course perpetuate 
I hope that the Gtlonous and Almighty God through His perfect power wild 
give that tree the power of speech, in order that it may furnish testimony of 
the theft of this unjust and treacherous person who has earned off the whole 
amount of the gold, and depnved me of my share The Kazi was astomshed 
at these words, and after much discussion and long debate they came to this 
agreement, that the next day the Kazi should present himself at the foot of 
the tree, and call upon tho tree to bear witness , and if its evidence should 
coiTohorate the charge, he should issue his commands in accordance with its 
testimony The sharp partner went to his house, and having told the whole 
story to his father, withdrew the veil Sum the business and said, ‘ 0 father ' 

' The MSS differ here Nakdl aarah siguifleB current com, opposed to ^abahrah One 
MS reads which I do not understand Another reads iar In wajah kih 

shitd nalidi kamtar, ' m the man ner above-mentioned, a little money,’ which oeems simplest 
and best 
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it was in rehanco on thee that I formed the idea of the tree’s evidence, and m 
confidence of thy support that I planted this tree of artifice in the court of the 
judge, and the whole affair depends on thy kindneBB If thou wilt 
agree to it we will carry off that gold, and got as much more’ and 
pass the remamder of our kves m comfort and ease ’ The father asked, 

‘ What can it be, which dependB upon me in this matter ^ ' The son answered 
‘ The centre of that tree is hoUow to such on extent that if two persons were 
concealed in it they could not he seen Thou must go to-night and stop in the 
tree until to-morroW when the K4z( comes and euUs for testimony, then thou 
must give thy evidence in the usual manner ' The father said, ' 0 son ! 
Give up the thought of deceit and tnehery, for though they mayest deceive 
thy follow-creaturoB, thou canst not deceive the Creator ’ 

QUATBAIN 

Heavee'e Sovorngn Lord known nil thy in^story, 

He can tliy cicry hair and vein descry 
Granted thy wvlm may blind thy fcllov-man, 

Can the) cheat him who does oil nature scan ’ 

Oh ' many are the artifices that prove a source ol rum to their author, and the 
just recompense of which recods on him, so that ho is left disgraced and 
exposed to ignominy, and 1 fear lest thy deceit should turn out hke the artifice 
of the Frog The son mquired, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 

STOEY XXA’^I 

The Father said, ‘ They have related that a Frog had taken up its abode 
hesido a Snake, and fixed its dwelling hard by that cruel tyrant As often as 
the Frog had young ones the Snake used to devour them, and pang her heart 
with the burning regret for the loss of her children Now this Frog had a 
friendship with a Crab One day she went to him and said, ‘ 0 kind fnend ' 
excogitate for me some suitable device, for 1 have a powerful enemy and a 
mighty foe, against whom resistance is not to be thought of, and from whom 
it is not possible to remove or migrate,* for the spot whore I have fixed my 
residence is on exceedingly pleasant place and hcart-delightmg abode It is a 
meadow, the verdant environs of which are as cxhilaratmg as the garden of 
heaven, and whose dehcious breeze diffuses odour like the ringlets of the fan 

VEBSE 

A hundred thousand flowers there are beaming*, 

The verdure smiling' and the hushed wares dreaming' 

^ In whnt manner? Docs the zav refer to hia own share, and the elianddn~i dtgwr to 
hu partner’s ? or hod ho some other rascality in now ^ or is it a mere cureless unmeaning 
exprevion of tho author ? 1 inclino to the latter opinion 

^ Seeno renders this, ' nor is any tale or allegory of vengeance within my reach/ which 
nukes but mdiff^nt sanso Ho seems to have oYeTlooked the very common meaning of 
MoU, ‘ migration ' which it ohnniisly benTS in this passage 
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flowGi ifi still a brighter huB BSsaDiiiig, 

£ecli B. fax league the love-aick air pcrfuniiiLg 
The rose her book of hunted IcaTca ^ unfolding, 

Thu tulip’s hand a cup of ted wine holding 
The narthcm zephyr ambergris round spreading, 

Still through ita limits varied scents is shedding 
And no one would of hia free choice abandon such a spot, nor withdraw his 
heart from this exemplar of the Paradise above 

COUPLET 

My home is m the Magians' street, how fair a spot is it i 
N Q man of sense m all the world would such a dwelling quit ' 

The Crab said, ‘ Do not distress thyself, for one can pinion a strong 
enemy with the lasso of deceit, and precipitate a powerful foe into the 
snare of stratagem 

COUPLET 

If one the grains of craft around him fling. 

Sly birds enow he'll to his snore soon bnng ’ 

The Frog said, ‘What problem from a hook of stratagems hast thou solved 
with reference to this ^ And what remedy hast thou secured to repel the 
assault of this malevolent foe ’ ’ The Crab replied, ‘ In such and such a 
place thoro is an ichneumon, contentious and mettlesome Catch some fish 
and kill them, and drop them from in front of his hole to the abode of the 
snake, m order that the ichneumon may devour them one by one, and keep 
going on in quest of another It is quite cortain that when he comes to the 
Snake’s hole, he will cany him off too, and hberate thee from his wicked 
mjimes ' ‘ The Frog by this plan, which was m comformity with the decree 
of fate, slow the Snake, and when after this occurrence two or three days had 
passed, the ichneumon felt an inclination to bestir him self in quest of fish to 
cat,’ and repeat what he had now become accustomed to He again set out 
in search of fish by the some road that he hod previously measured with the 
foot of desire, and as he found no fish he devoured the Frog with all its 
young 

COUPLET 

Thou didst me from tho wolfs claws free , but now 
I do at last perceive a wolf art thou 

And I have adduced this story to theo that the conclusion of deceit is 
embarrassment and the end of fraud and treachery is repentance and 
humiliation 

COUPLET 

Bo not into the vole of guile and fraud thy footsteps bend, 

For thou wilt fall into the snare of sorrow in the end ’ 


' Sad vsarak is also the name of a hind of rose 
^ Lit ' From his wickedness and uijunes ’ 

^ Lit ‘ In quest of eating of fish ’ 
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Tho Bon said, ‘ 0 father ! curtail these speeches and suspend these remote 
and far-off anxieties, for this matter offers but little trouble and much 
advantage.’ The desire of gam and fondness for his son led the poor old 
man from the olightmg-place of uprightness and religious prmciple into the 
wildomess of mjustice and perfidy , and the recondite saymg, ‘ Verily yow 
icivea and your children are a temptation to you,’ ’ was made patent Having 
abandoned, then, the path of honorable feelmg with neglect, and having entirely 
folded up the carpet of magnanimity, he thought lit to undertake a proceeding 
which 18 prohibited and forbidden both by law and custom, and in that dark 
night he placed himscK in tho tree, with a heart gloomy and foul In the 
morning — when that judge of clear mteUigencc, the sun, showed himself m 
tho tribunal of the sky, and tho perfidy of black-Yisagcd night became clear 
08 day to munkmd — the Kazi with a number of the notables, presented 
himself at the foot of the tree, and a crowd of people formed in lines to view 
the Bight The Kazt then turned hia face towards the tree, and after stating 
the charge of the plamtiff and the denial of the defendant called upon him to 
explam the state of the case Thereupon a voice issued from the tree, saying 
' Light-Heart has taken away the money and acted injuriously to Shorp-Wit, 
hia partner ’ The Kaz( wa.i astonished, and sagaciously discerned that some 
one was concealed m the true, and that some adroit contrivance would be 
required to capture him 

COUrLEl 

Each secret plan from reason's eye concealed. 

Cm hut by counsel’s mirror be revealed 

Ho then gave orders for them to collect a quantity of firewood, and deposit it 
round the tree, after which they set fire to it, so that they extorted a cry of 
anguish ” from that imprudent and vam schemer The covetous old man for 
some time boro with it, but when he saw that his life was m peril, ho called 
for quarter, and the Kizl, having brought him out and comforted him, 
inquired how matters stood The half-bumod old man gave a true narration 
of what had occurred, and the KazI, being informod of the circumstances, 
related to the people the honest disposition and forbearance of Light-Heart, 
and tho perfidy and viUamy of Sharp-Wit, and srmultaneously with this, the 
fraudulent old man removed the furniture of bfe from this transitory world to 
the mansion of etermty, and in the heat of his bummg worldly passions 

' Kut Pn, FI liiv , 15, Mar, Ixiv , 16 , SbIb, p 411,1 2 ‘ 0 true bdievera ' verily of your 
wives and children you have nn enemy , whertfore beware of them ' I have tranfiktod tho 
verne a Uttlo differently from Sale, whoee note is, ' For those are apt to distract a man from 
hia duty, espeoiallyin time of distress , a mamud man cormg for the things that are of this 
world, while the unmarried corcthfoi the things that belong to the Lord ’ See also 1 Cor vii, 25 

’ Did IS, properly, ‘ smoke,’ but signihee also ' a sigh,’ for the Persians have a most forced 
but favourite mnile, in which the sighing of tho dlstreBScd is compared to smoke issuing 
bom a ohimney In Keene's translation this passage is agood specimen of the disadvantage of 
being too htend, ' Till they brought smoke out of the family (or breath out of the body) of 
that unffnuhed nun, raw business ’ 
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acrived m the fluneB (rf ilie next world’s penal fire The son, too, alter 
Boffenug thQ severest punishment and roughest usage, Imd to put the oorpsa 
of his father on his shoulders, and so hetake himself to the city ' while 
Light-Heart, through the blessing of his truth and honesty, and integrity 
and good parts, received hack his gold and proceeded to occupy himself with 
his own matters 

And the moral to be drawn from the relation of this story is, that people 
may know that the final result of deceit is distasteful, and the conclusion 
of treachery is misfortune and contempt 

VSHBE 

Who ui the nanoir pass of fraud dares tread, 

Will at the last bring nun on hia head. 

Fraud, hkc a snake bicephalous, upreara 
A double danger and alternate fears 
That liead may wound the enemy ' tis true. 

But this darta mischief on ita fosterer, too ’ 

Damnah said, ' Thou hast fixed on prudence the name of deceit, and 
given to counsel the title of fraud and perfidy I have managed this affair 
with sound judgment and effected this important matter with just discernment ’ 
Kalflah replied, ‘ Thou art at such a pomt m imbecihty of judgment and 
weakness of counsel that the tongue foils m descnbmg it, and such is thy 
position as to baseness of mmd and overpowenng greedmess of place that 
explanation is helpless m narrating it To thy master and benefactor, the 
advantages of thy craft and deceit are such as thou secst, so that m the end, 
what will bo the pumahment and torture which will overtake thee ^ for the 
infamy of thy doublc-faco and double-tongue, will yield an evil result ’ 
Damnah rejoined, 'What harm is there in havmg a double face’ for the 
dehcate rose by being double-faced, forms the ornament of the garden , and 
what fear from being double-tongued’ for the pen of the mmia ter with its 
two tongues, IB the safeguard of property and land The sword which has 
hut one face — its office is to drink blood , while the comb, which has two 
faces, rests on the place where the hair is parted — on the forehead of the 
lovely 

STANZA 

He, like the sword, dnnks blood, this world ‘ among. 

Who from close nature ^ has one face— one tongue . 

But he, bihngual, two-iaced, like the comb, 

Will on men's foreheads, chief- like, find his home ’ 

Kalflah answered, ‘ 0 Damnah ' cease this rhetoric, for thou art not that 


^ I>aur signifies ‘ an ago,’ ' revolution of time,' ‘ the world,’ and also ‘ the circulation of 
the cup,' which in connection with mi kfi^ad^ supplies an equivoque 

’ Fdk gauhar ‘punty of natore,’ but also ‘singleness of essence' which is the meaning 
here. 

W 
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double rose lliBt the eye should be refreshed by gazing on thy beauty, but 
isthor the heart-afflictuig thorn from which nought but injury results to men , 
nor art thou that two-tongued pen that thou ahouldcst furnish mfomation of 
tho secrets of state and of the empire nay, thou art the forked-tongued 
serpent, the wound of whose fang is nought hut fatal poison Moreover, 
the serpent, even, la better and more excellent than thou, for from one of hia 
tongues comes poison, and from the other the antidote, while venom rams 
finm both thy tongues, and neither has the vestige or trace of an antidote . 
and it 18 proper that from a man’s tongue all that is salutary diould be pro- 
duced for bia friends, though if poison be brought forth for his foos, it is 
right enough ; according as a sage has said, 

oocriET 

I’auon aod satidoto my tonj^e supphes, 

This for my friends — that for niy onemios ' 

Domnah said, ' Leavo off rebuking me, fur, perhaps, a reconcihatlOn wiU 
spring up between the Lion and Shanzabah, and the foundation of friendship 
and concord may bo again laid ’ Xalilah replied, ’ This speech again belongs 
to the class of sayings which are fraught with imposBibility , hut thou, 
perhaps, hast not learned that throe things are stable before the occurrence of 
three things, but, after that, their stabdity enters mto the cat( gory of impossi- 
bdities, and thoir abiding into the class of tilings that cannot be Fust, the 
water of a fountain and conduit is sweet so long as it has not reached the sea, 
but when it has jomed the ocean, thenceforward punty and sweetness arc not 
to ho expected from it Socondly, unanimity amongst relations continues so 
long as malevolent and wicked men have not intruded between them but 
after the interference of evil and ill-disposed persons, harmony and concord 
m the circle of relatives and kinsmen are not to be looked for Thirdly, the 
reservoir of companionship and friendship will continue clear so long as they 
allow tale-bearers and mischief-makers no opportunity of speaking , but when 
double-faced and double-tongued persons find tho moons of mtroduemg their 
colummes between two affectionate friends, no confidence can after that be 
placed m their friendship , and hereafter, if the Ox should escape from tho 
claws of the Lion, it is not possible that he should he moved by his courtesies 
or kind speeches, or should show any eagerness for reconciliation and a 
renewal of confidence, and, even on the supposition that the gates of amity 
could remain open, each would bo apprehensive of the other ’ 

CorVLBT 

The hrolien cord may yet be joined again, But m the nudat n knot mil aye remam 

Damnah said, ‘ If I relinquish my attendance on the Lion, and keep 
Bsaiduoualy to the border of my cot, and, seizing with tho hand of eager pur- 
pose the skirt of the advantages of thy society, should place tho head of 
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seohunon in tihe ooUar of retirement, what then ’ ' Ealllah replied, ‘ Hea\en 
forbid t.Tia.1: I should associate with thee longer, or inolme ogam to thy 
society, and I have all along been kept m terror by mtmiaey with thee, and 
in my heart have unceasingly repudiated thy aUianoo. For the learned have 
said, ‘ One should abstam from the society of the ignorant and depraved, and 
ombraoe the service of the sensible and good, since union with vicious and 
profligate persons is hko fostering a snake However great pains the snake- 
catcher may take in looking after the aerpent, in the end it will give him a taste 
of poison from its gums , ' and attendance on men of understanding and virtue 
resembles the tray of the perfumer, of which, though one may not get any 
of the contents, the sweet odour of its extract of roses wiU yet eventually 
fill hiB nostrils with fragrance 

VEKSB 

Bo like the peTfumc-acllors, for thy dieas 

Near them wiU shore the odors they possess 

How long wilt thou, like to the blacksmith’s forge, 

Thick smoke and sparks on all sides round disgorge ? 

0 Damnoh ! how can one hope for faithfulness and kmdness from thee ’ — 
thou who hast thought fit to practice such behaviour towards a kmg , and 
Ignore the favors of him who has made thee his friend and honored [minister]. 
Ills confidential adviser, and iLLustnoua to such a degree, that, under the 
shadow of hia fortunes, thou mountest elevated hke the sun , and by 
means of attending on whose heaven-resembling threshold, thou dost place the 
foot of boasting on the forehead of the twin polar stars 

COUPtET 

In Ibee no gratitude, no sbamo, is left, Tbou sit of manly honour all bereft 

And from such a person, should I choose to romove myself a thousand looguos, 
a lofty understanding would hold mo excused, and if I abandon the society 
of BO worthless a person, rooson will affirm that I have boon rightly 
guided ^ 

STANZA 

From fellowship of sconung friends ’t were bettor for to part 
Absence is better than, with one thou lovcst not, to sta} 

A comrade whose society delighteth not thy heart, 

'T wore best from him a hundred leagues to bo rrmoved away 

And just as the companionship of the good and pious poaseBses immense 
advantages, so association with base and wicked persona produces mfinito 
mischief, and the society of the bad is rapid in its effects, and its 
injunoua rosulta mamfost themselves in a very brief period , wherefore 


' Keene takes but as the reading, and translates ‘ After all, the flavour of venom will give 
ont a smell from his gums ' Should any one prefer this sense I have nothing to say against it, 
“ Acoording to Keene, ‘ lleoson, our guide, will connect me with rectitude ’ 

N 2 
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it behoves him thiil i? thoroughly wise to form fnendshi]! with mon of 
wisdom and of iiraiseworthy ronduct and vorucious and amiable manners, and 
to avoid false, slandorniis, nnunnahlo and profligate companions 

VEllSB 

Siaci' nn mankind thy door thou ranst not 
Nor in th\ loncl> ilnaet sole repose, 

Ui’Rtofl thy friendship on the good, foi it 
Js nut for cai.li dnrk-hriii ti d luivrcant ht 
This soying id a siigo reriiis to nit — 

(God'., mi'Tiv <m Iiis siiiitly hpiiit he*) 

‘ III who 111 foolish men hetomes the friend 
tVill hud then fiiendsliip trouhloiis in the ind' 

And whoever chooses, iin unworthy fiiend oi leans upon the aid of an ignorant 
person, will meet with what that Gaidenor met with ’ Damnah miiuiicd, 
■ How waa that ^ ' 


RTOKY XXVII 

Kolilah aaid, 'They haio related thcio was a (lai doner who fora long time 
had been occupied with v.inuiis kind of tillage, and hail spent ]us fan life in 
the culture of gardens and pleaBure-grouiids Ho jiuHsossed a garden wltoso 
Eden- typifying paiteires, by the delightfulncss of then shnibs, threw the 
dust of envy into the eyes of the gardener ol Irani , and, by tlie freshness of 
their flowers aud btrcamlets, infixed u seal on the breast of the flower-garden 
of ^iiawamak * A peacock like bplcndonr Hhonc on its mauy-toloiired trees, 
and tKe radiance of the diadem of Kdus'’ gleamed on its gold-bespangled 
fltWan. The surface of its ground was blight lilce tlie clioek of a goin- 
covered hcauty, and the breath of its zephyr ivas flagrant as the di\ elliiig of 
an ombei gns-BL'lling artist Its trees, youthiul in promise, were, by the 
abundance of their I'luits, tiack-bcnt like men of age , and its luscious^ hints, 
like the sweetmeats of I’aradisc, were hilly ripened without the heat of fire 
The hues of its vernal and autumnal fruitago reached the utmost verge of 
frcalmess and dclicaiy , and its applies, unfraiight with evil,'' like the chins of 


' Kecno transliiti'S, ' ns long a.s it ii, pORhibli to dose' etc, ami xeparates tlio two first 
VCTSCB m suiiae from tho two toUo-vnug TIk y apipcoi to mo to be so connected as that 
the two former .ire- the reason ol the two 1 ittei 

‘ Klmwarnak was a c elebrated nabiec built by Sunmmir, the arclutoet, at the command of 
N’ umin-bin-Munrir, 10th king of limit, for King llahrbm GQr, in Babylonia , and is said to 
have been ono of the wonders of tho world The stones of which it » os eomjjoaed a,Mimed vanous 
tints at different hours of the day, and were all based on one atom; in mtb wise that woio 
that one to have been removed, all wonld have fallen in rums lirciiding the betrayal of 
this keystone, or fearing lest Sinimmkr should erect a palaee, still mon boaiitifal, /or his 
encmifs, N'umkn eommanded the arelutcit to bo hurled from tho topmost tower 

’ Kai Khus, aocond king of the Kaianiun nr aecuud dynasty of Persia, and son of Kw 
Kubkd 

* I read, with the MSS, mmaJi-i hatawat dmiaiah for tho halauat dak(uh of tho 
printed and lithographed editions 

“ iStSia-'an apple,' asfi ‘calamity,’ and for the sako of the equivoque sij-i hi difi ' tho 
nninjunona ’ or ‘ wnolcaomo ’ ‘ apple' is a favourite phrase in Persian 
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Iiuort-raviahiiig; ailvor-bodied Ixiautics, made prey of hearta , and, by tbcii 
lovely colour and oxhilarating odour, brought a whole world into their fetteiti 

STANZA 

Tq a friend's ehm th( apple they compaie, 

Piiik-huod, and nud the garden shewing fair ‘ 

'T 19 like a lamp that glitters from a tree, 

Who, in bright day, a lamp there e’er would sec’ 

The pear suspended from each bough flagons of tho water of hfe, with cups 
full of the sharbat of the sugar-cane, and, by the public prolfer of an unor- 
lificial comfit, ■* stimulated (he inclinatioiis of the indolent devoid of capital 
and interest 

VEHSE 

IIow ahall I sing its praises’ fer, sweet m taste, the pear 
Is a dash of nine} sugar-canes suspended lu the uir 

And the quince, clotlied in wool, hke ngil-keeping Siifi's,'' thrust foitJi its 
llead witli ita yellow cheeks from the bars of (he monastery of creation, 
while its dust-diacoloured countenance acquainted the gnef-boiled hearts ol 
loieis 'With the affection' of thair moon-reaemhhng mistresses 

COUl LEI 

I — from my love —am ypllew, and the (juinco — from moon and sim, 

It from sun and ninoii— and I, from doting nn mj muon-faced oiio 

The golden ball of the oiange, amid the vcrd,iut foliage, was hke the globe ot 
the' most bright sun sliming m tlie nzuifc’’ sky, and the gilded censei of tlu 
(itroii, -with its hcart-di'lightmg odoui nndcxhilaiating perfume, was fliisbmg 
m the couit of the garden 

1 FUSE 

Like the lips of smiling beinitv, the pomegranate's [cool] hue 
Made the moutlis ul levirs iv iter," delightful to the view 
There, heaven, like a giddsmitli, who might thou v urth appraise, 
lliul cost mil ruby jewels in tho assay-fire's blazr ’ 


' Lit , 08 Keene trnnslntes, ‘ its lolour grew red, and the iihole face whs lighted up in 
the garden ' 

’ In plain English ‘ you tould gather the pear without paying for it, and it was out ol 
nature's swoetmeata ’ I take bi-dud (litii.illy 'without MunkL') to refer to bl harmat-i atiah 
maidah, ‘ripened without the heat of tire,' wliieli uieurs twelve hnea above 

‘ The Sufis arc a religious ordiT, who lead a stricter and more eontempbitiv c lifi th in 
tho eonimoa Larvi'Bhes The word siiiiiihis, origiiially, ' ono ilotlmd in wool and who refimiis 
from wearing Bilk ’ Or niort probably it us .uoiruption of ooipiir ' wise ' The iornier etjmologv 
IS the one hero Belectcd, lor the sake of the equivoque 

* Here is an equivoque impossible to follow m English, imhr signifying ‘ tho sun ' and 
also ‘ love ’ ' affection ’ 

" Lit ‘ green,' an epithet constuntlv given by I’Drsions to the skv, liowevcr un- 
suitable it may appear to us 

" Ab-i dandan, liU'mlly ‘water of tlic teeth' In the Dictionary w c find barlf-i ab U 
daiidun, ‘ whaU'ver is ngn cable to one's ilispositiun ’ 

’ Hero 18 another lajmvnque — iiui signifies ‘ firo’ ui Aruhii, and ‘ i pomcgraiiati ' mrcrHian 
The seeds of this fruit oie Lunip,iiuil to lubies which have been placed in its led pulp ,is in 
the fire — to test them 
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my Toica would sin^ the pisuee of the poach, ’t la euroly fit, 

That my words should borrow h’eshuess, and gam lusciousness, from it. 

Ere our Up, like lip of lover, on its tender lip is glued. 

The juices of its beauty and dolioionsnesa eiudc 

On one side ■was the incomparable fig, the description of whose excellence has 
been placed by the hand of Omnipotence on the leaf of [the veree] ‘ the 
fig ’ ‘ and in which the same hand has mingled a sweet confection from tiio 
poppy and sugar-candy,’ and on the other side grew the pellucid grape, the 
recital of whose perfectionB has been described by the pen of infinite wisdom 
on the illustnoua page, ‘And we cause corn to spring forth therein, a/nd grapes ,'* — 
like a moist btlster that has started upon the pahn of the green leaf, and, on 
the edges of the parterres, the gold-stnped circular melons, with tender down 
and fair* cheeks, showed themselves, like the full moon, which appears on the 
honzon of the cerulean sky 

TEllSE 

The melon bolls’ Chat grew in that green field 
From Eden's fruitoge bore the ball away 

Musk they and wine — no musk such scent con yield — 

Soft-downed — in their soft down no hair hove they 

And the old peasant was so much attached to each tree, that he felt 
neither paternal “ cares nor sohcitudo for offspnng , and passed his time in 
that garden m sohtude But, to be brief, ho at last became oppressed by 
the horror of lonchness, and much dejected by the dread his sohtary and 
separate Lfe inspired 

HEMISTICH 

The rose, the violet is here — in vain, without a fricud 

In short, heart-sore from the gnef of bemg alone, ho came forth to wander m 
the plain, and, at the skirt of the mountom, which stretched out bmittesB as 
the area of the expanse of hope, he was walking onward, when, by chance, a 


’ Eui'&n, ch xcv, 1, Sale p 447, I 17 ‘By the fig and the ohve, and by Mount 
Sinai and this territory of security , renly we created man of a most cxcelleiit fabric ' Bale 
adds in a note, ‘ God swears by these two fruits because of their great uses and virtues , foi 
the fig is wholesome and of easy digestion, and physically good to cony off phlegm, etc ’ 
’ I conjecture the meani^ to be that the fig tastes like opium and sugar, which, mdoed 
in my judgment, it does Eeeno translates, ‘ and bod composed a rare sweetness out of 
fragrant herbs and fine sugar ’ 

> KuT’kn, ch liii 28, Salop 436,1 32 ‘ Wo pour down water by showors, afterwards 
we cleave tho earth in clefts, and we cause com to spring forth therem, and grapes, and 
clover, and the olivo, and tlic palm, and gardens planted thick with trees, and fruits, and 
glass, for the use of youisolvos and of your cattle ' 

I Turfah signifies, according to tho Dictionary, ‘ anything new, agreeable, wonderful ' 

" In the game of Chaughn, the victor strikes the haU away from his antagonist Hence, 
one who gets the mastery is said to carry offtheball, as wt should say a man caiiies off the palm 
Keene’s translation is here hardly inteUigible — ‘with a frtshness of nnglets, m the form of 
its hair never was ' 

" I UBo ‘ paternal’ in tho sense of 'with lefeienco to a Hither,’ not m the common sense 
of fatherly towards children, The whole scntonco, however, means no more than that tho 
gardener had no family to care for 
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Bear, too, of uncouth monnoTB and ungainly form, of uapleasant Bq>oot and 
foul nature, had, hy reason of feebng lonely, turned its face from the top of 
the mountain downward The moment they met, on both aides, through 
the similanty of their nature,* the cham of kindly foehng was put m 
motion, and the heart of the peasant became inclined to the sooiety and 
oompouionahip of the Beoi- 

DISTIOHS. 

Each atom m thu earth and hearen, we find, 

Uesemblea atraw and amber > to ita hind 
Things igneons with fiery osaoncce unite, 

And bedioa lummoua sack things of bght 
Puro natures wishfully pursue things pure, 

And gloom attracts the sorrowful and dure 
How arc the vam seized on by vanities, ^ 

And to n lac men how pleasing arc the wise ' 

The foolish fools to follow thorn compel, 

And others, others like them please as well 

The inexperienced Boar, observing the civility of the peasant, became com- 
pletely attached to hia society, and at a shght signal, placed his head at his 
foot and entered that Porodiae-resembling garden, and by the peasant’s 
presenting and honoring him with those debcious fruits, the friendship between 
them was cemented and the root of the plant of amity became firmly im- 
planted m the ground of each of their hearts 

vnusE 

And some time in that garden's comer, yet They linger — well contented to hare met 

And whenoTor the Gardener, from excessive fatigue, placed the head of 
tran(juillity in the shade of repose on the piUar of rest , the Bear, from motives 
of love and affection, sate beside his pillow and drove away the flies from 
hiB face 

UKUISTICH 

I would not e'eu a fly should darken that dear lip 
One day the Gardener had rechned and gone to sleep in his accustomed 
manner, and a number of flies collected on his face The Bear was occupied 
in driving them off, but, however often he dislodged them, they presently 
returned, and when he TcpcUod them on this side they made an onslaught on 
the other The Bear waxed wroth, and lifting up a stone of twenty mans’ 
weight ‘ — inwardly resolving to kill the flies — dashed it down on the face of 


' This IS surely n slander upon horticulturuU The cure of flowers would dispose UB, one 
would think, to gentle feelings, nut to bearish ones — yet tUo first tiller of the ground was a 
fratncide. 

’ In Persian, amber u styled kahrubd ‘the straw-attractor ’ 

* Keene translates, ‘ wliat is it that carnca away vam pcisons * some vanity ’ 

‘ If the mpn bo rookoned at 10 lbs weight, this stone would weigh 800 lbs or about half 
a ton 
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Ibe fanpleBa peasant The flies Burred no harm from the temhlo blow of 
that stone, but the old Gardener iras reduced to dust ; and hence the sages 
hare said that a 'vrise enemy la every way better than an ignorant friend. 

COUPLET 

I'oei that embitter life are better far, Tban they who ignorant but friendly are 

And I have related this story with this object, to show that friendship with 
thee presents the same result as if one’s head should be exposed to destruction 
and one’s breast be the target for the shafts of calamity. 

COt/FlET 

Fools' company hke to an empty pot, la black without, and anght within u not ’ 

Damnah said, ‘ I am not so imbecile os not to distinguish that which is for 
my friend’s advantage from what is injurious to him, or not to diBcnnuaate 
between what is good and evd with respect to him ’ Kalilah replied, ‘ 1 
acknowledge that thou hast not reached this degree of folly, but the dust of 
Belfishness makes the eyes of the heart dark and blmded It is to be expected 
that from some interested motive, thou wilt neglect thy friend and get ready 
a thousand mcongruoua evasions to excuse thyself, just as in the matter of 
the Lion and Shanzabah, thou hast stirred up all this treason and stdl layest 
claim to innocence and goodness, and the ease of thee with thy friends u 
like the cose of that Merchant, who said, ‘ In a city where a mouse devours a 
hundred mans of iron, what wonder if a sparrow-hawk should carry oS a 
lad ’ ’ ' Damnah inquired, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 

STOKY XXVIII 

Xahlab said, ' They have related that a Merchant of small means was 
going on a journey, with prudent forethought he placed a hundred mans of 
iron in deposit in the house of a friend, m order that if an emergency should 
anse he might make that his capital, and thus support the thread of his 
existence "When the Merchant had brought his journey to an end, and had 
again reached his destination, he found hunsclf in want of the iron, hut the 
friend who had taken it in trust had sold the iron and expended what he got 
for it One day the Merchant went to him to demand the iron The trustee 
brought him mto the house, and said, ' O sir ' I had laid by that iron in 
deposit m a comer, and felt quite secure, not havmg observed a mouse’s 
hole there, and, before I found it out, the mouse hod taken advantage of the 
opportunity and had eaten up the whole of the iron ’ The Merchant replied, 

‘ Thou speakest the tmth, for mice have a great fondness for iron, and their 
teetii have great power over such a juicy and tender morseL 

COUPLET, 

Monels of iron truly are, to mice, Lilrn macaroni to the gullet, moe ’ 
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The tnutwortihy and verocioUB TnHi> was delighted at Iheariiig theke voids, 
and said to himself, * This BiUy MerchBiit has been deceived by my speech, 
and hoB given up all thoughts of the iron I can do nothing better than 
give him an cntortammcnt, and in his reception observe ail the oeremomous 
requirements that are usual, so as to settle the affair ’ He then mvited the 
Merchant to a feast, and said, 

OOVFLET 

‘ If than wilt M au honored guest my humble cottage grace, 

Thou wilt obhge me, and thy feet upon my eyehda place ’ 

The Merchant rephed, ' To-day a matter of unportanco has occurred, but 
I promise that I will return early nextmoming He then left the [fraudulent 
trusiec's] house and earned away a son of his, and having concealed him m 
his own dweUmg, preaented himself in the mommg at his cutertainer’a door 
The host, in great distress, loosed the tongue of apology, saying, ‘ 0 worthy 
guest ' hold me excused, for ever smcc yesterday a son of mine has been lost, 
and I have two or three times had him cned in the city and environs, 
and have gained no tidings of the missing one 

COUPLET 

lake Jacob, gneving, 1 ciclaun, ‘Alas ' Who of my long-lost Joseph tidings has ’ ’ 

The Merchant answered, ‘ Yesterday when I came forth from thy house I 
saw a lad of the descnption you give earned off by a hawk, which, flymg, 
bore him though tho oir ' The truatce screamed out, ' 0 devoid of under- 
standing ’ why dost thou utter that which is unpossible ’ and why expose 
thyself to the charge of lying so enormously ^ A hawk, whose whole body 
does not weigh half a man,‘ how could it lift and bear through the air a lad 
weighing ten mans ’ ' The Merchant laughed and said, ' Be not surpnaed at 
this ’ — the city whore a mouse can devour a hundred mans of iron, a 
mousmg hawk too con fly off m the oir with a lad often mans’ weight The 
fiduciary perceived how matters stood and said, ‘Be iiot troubled, for the 
mouse has not eaten the iron ’ ‘Be not distressed,’ rejomed tho other, 

‘ for the hawk has not coined away thy son Return liio iron and take bock 
thy son ’ 

And I have adduced this story that thou mayost know that among 
a set, where treason to one’s bonefactor is admissible, it is clear enough 
what they would thmk permissible towards others , and since thou hast 
allowed thyself to act thus towards the king, others can have no hope left of 
finding thee faithful, nor any expectation of thy fulfillmg thy duties And 
I see clearly that it is nocessary to keep aloof from the darkness of thy evil 

‘ Accoidmg to this passage, the man would bo six or eight pounds, for a hawk would 
hardly weigh more than four pounds, and a lad of ten or twelve years old would weigh about 
seventy or eighty 



180 


AKVAE-I IWT BATT.T , OH, THE LIGHTS OP CANOPUS. 


deeds, and that it la moumbent on me to avoid the blackness of thy 
deceit and treachery 

OOUPIET. 

To part from thee — fortune u linked in this, 

And not to see thee le the eouree of bhse ’ 

When the conversation of KalEah and Damnah had reached this point, the 
Lion had finished the buameBs of the Oi, and had laid him prostrate m dirt 
and gore As soon, however, as the Lion had made an end of Shonzabah with 
the claws of chastisement and had dehvered the expanse of the forest from his 
presence, and when the violence of his rage had diminished and the fuiy of 
hiB wrath was allayed, he fell a- thinking and said to himself, ‘Alas’ tor 
Shanzahoh, with all his goodness, and understandmg, and judgment, and 
talents I know not whether I have acted in this matter nghtly or made a 
false step, nor whether m what they have reported to me of him they have 
diBchargod their duty faithfully or trodden the path of treachery I at least 
by allowing myself to be urged on to this, have involved myself m a mis- 
fortune, and with my own hand have made my faithful friend dnnk of the 
potion of death 

COUPLET 

Would any friend thus act towards his comrade and ally ’ 
ffay ' would an mildcl act thus ’ — an mddcl lun I ’ 

The Lion hung down his head remorsefully, and loosmg the tongue of 
reproach, mveighed against his own foUy and rash haste , and the spectre of 
tShanzabah seemed, by his piteous plight, ns with words,’ to convey to tlie ears 
of the Lion the purport of this quatrain 

aVATBAIN 

Friend ’ without cause docs one a comrade kiD > 

Ayel hut if faithful would he slay him still" 

Talk not of friendship, cbU thyself my foe, 

Lives there who could his focman slaughter so 1 

The perpetual smile of the Lion was changed fr'om gnef at this event mto 
weepmg, and his constitutional heat was doubled by the violent burning of 
this ocourrenco- 

OOUPIET 

The fingers of thy loss have planted in my breast the them of pain, 

And on this thorn of sorrow for thee, say, what rose shall bloom agam f 

Banmah, who beheld from a distance the traces of regret manifest on the 
countenance of the Lion, and marked the tokens of repentance upon his fi-ont, 
broke off his dialogue with Kalilah, and gomg before the Lion, said, 


1 It IS hardly possible to translate, concisely, the phrase ludn-i^l-hal, the meaning of 
which 18 , that a man’s condition — Ills circnmstancci, as it were — speak ‘ thus pallor and 
trembling tell of having witnusscd Bomttbing dreadful It is ojiposed to ' Itidn-t hU 
‘ actual words ' 
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'0 Kin^' may fortono'a tltrone thy atation bo, 

And hoaTen’s couch a resting place for thee ! 

So thy head joyfuSy upraised on high, 

And thy foe's forehead 'neath thy footsteps lie I 

"WTiat IB the cause of thypcnsiveneBs aad what the reason of thy meditation’ 
Where iB a time happier and a day more auspicious than this when the 
kmg moves proudly to the post of triumph and victory, and the enemy is 
groveling in the dust of disgrace and the gore of defeat ? ’ 

COUPLET. 

Behold hope’s mom her conquering beams ^ display 
Tho foe's sun, foiled, in darkness sinks away 

The Lion said, ' As oft as I rccal the respectful service, the various con- 
verse, the proofs of wisdom, and’ the many nbihties of Shanzabah, I am over- 
come with pity and gnef, and distress overwhelms mo . and, in truth, he was 
the prop and support of the army, and my rotamers, by hia aid, rapidly 
increased in prowess ’ 

COUPLET 

IIg who uphold tho world has poased away, 

Ho who of pnncea was the hope and stay 

Danmah replied, ‘ There is no ground for the kmg to pity that ungrateful 
traitor, but rather to offer tho thanksgivings due to God for this tnumph 
which has been attorned, and to unclose the gates of gladness and rcjoicmg 
in the court of the heart for this victory which has presented itself. 

COUPLET 

Tho mom of triumph from hope's East is shed, Tho schemer’s night of rain desire is sped. 

We must regard this auspicious blazonry of conquest with which the register of 
successful fortune is adorned, and this august heralding ot victory, with 
which the chiomcle of happmess is ornamented, as a high preface and sublime 
opening to the pages of tune 

BTAirZA 

Oood-fortuno hniigs to us glad news to-day, 

Wakes many a warbling m hope’s moasuro gay 
With thousand longings for this day I burned. 

With thousand wisht's to this crisis turned 

0 monarch ' asylum of tho world ' to pardon one firam whom our hfe is inBecurc 
is a fault, and it is the act of wise men to confine a state-enemy m the pnsriii 
of the giavD The finger which is the ornament of the hand and the mstru- 


* Hors Bgam the two-fold moaning of tigh supplies an equivoque It may mean ' a sword ’ 
us well as ' ray,’ ‘^unbeom So tigh kathidah would bo ‘ liavuig drawn the sword ’ 

’ Tho reading of the printed editions appears to me quite incorrect Instead of ea atwiir 
va dtdr-i ddnuh-i oukbat — wluoh Booms to me absolute nonsense — I road, from the MSB , 
va afiodr-t-ndibat va dadt-i ddnuh 
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ment of grasping and retaining, should a serpent inflict a wound upon it, la 
out off, and men regard the pain of this operation os the very spring of comfort 

COUPLET 

WTiy should thy foemon's momory make then sod ^ ' 

For hiB death rather lot thy heart be glad ' 

The Lion was somewhat soothed by these words, hut time exacted just 
rctnhiition for the Ox, and in the end the career of Lamnah closed igno- 
imniQUsly and with disgrace, and the plant of Ins evil deeds and the seed of 
his false words coming up, he was slam in vengeance fur the Ox, and the 
results of perfidy and deceit have ever been uncommendablc, and the couse- 
q^uenees of fraud and malevolence to be deprecated and inauspicious 

VEHSE, 

In their plots ever perish wicked men, 

As acorpiniia rnme not to their homes ogam, 

If thou dust ill, look nut for good , since nc'ei 
Will the sour colucynth grape-dustiis he,ii 
Thou Arhn didst barley in the autumn sow, 

Erppct not wheat in harvcst-timi' to mow 
This macim by the sage was utteicd — '])o 
No ill, list thou from tunc dl-treatmeiit rue 
He in both worlds a good rewiird wdl find, 

Wliu lives — a benefactor to mankind 


' Lit ‘ What can tlie cneiii) do to nny one * that thou shouldst ri member liiiu ' ’ 1 1 1 iid 
Ml hrd for chih 4ai i, wliieh is to mo uumtelligible 
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CEAPTER II 

ON THE PUNISHMENT OF EVIL-DOERS AND THEIR DISASTROUS END. 

rSTnODUCTION 

TliG King said, ‘ I have heard the atory of the ciiliimniator and traducer, 
who, with consummate craft, clothed the beauty of truth with the guise 
of Buspicion, and having enuaed his benefactor to swerve from the path of 
generous fcchng, led him to incur the sbgraa of mgratitude and bod faith , 
and, after hia words, mingled with guile, had mode an impression, induced 
the Lion to exert himself to rum the jiillar of his state and crush the support 
of hiB own imperial sway At the present time, should the eloquent sage see 
it to be adnsatilc, let him recount the termination of Damnah's career, and 
set forth in what manner the Lion, when, after the oecurrence of that event, 
ho had returned to lus senses and become susjiieious with regard to Dainnah, 
sought to remedy what had happened, and how he ob tamed information of 
tile cucumstanecs of his pciiidy, and by what shifts Damnah contrived to hold 
on,' and what stratagem his fnend densed, and what was the issue of his 
aflairs at last The sage said, 

rOePLET 

‘ 0 king ' be thou of fate and realm the stay ' 

And iMsdom'a lamp illuminate thy way' 

In truth, prudence and foresight require that kmgs should not stu tlic 
instant they hear anything, nor despatch n mandate with reference thereto, 
until they have been mfoimed of the certomty of the affair by clear proof and 
lucid demonstration 

COUPLET 

Not thou to interested fiilk giie heed, Lest if thou act thou ehouldst repent thy deed 

Hut after that the woids of designmg persons have chanced to persuade, and 
on unpraiscwoithy action or speech which cannot be commended has actually 
gone forth, the remedy and amends would he to punish the calummatmg 
sycophant in such wise as nught servo for a warmng to otliers , and, from 
dread of that chastisement, no one would pursue the same conduct m future, 
and thus it would be a duty to worn all to abstam from the hke behaviour 

VEBSE 

The plant that yields but thorns uproot. Conserve the tree that gives the fruit. 

The lamp of an meendiory Is better quenched. That one should die 

And hery torments undergo, Is better than bR manhmd's woe. 


Taimusuk namndan, a rare phrase 
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And the story of the Lion and Lamnah verifies this dietum, for when the foimer 
got intelligenoe of the perfidy of the latter, and was appnsed of hia deceit and 
wickednesa, he inflicted on him such a punishment that the eye of heedfulnesa 
in the others was enlightened, so that they made the verse, Wherefore tale 
example from them, 0 ye who hone eya ’ ’ * the contmual task of recitation 
of their tongue And the manner of this event was m this wise when, the 
Lion had fimshed the busmess of the Ox, he repented of the precipitancy ho 
hod diown in that affair, and hit the finger of contrition with the tooth of 
reproach, and laid the head of regret on the knee of amazement 

OOBPLBT 

Cold sighs of Borrow and remorse he drew, 

Seeds such os mine did ever mortal do ^ 

Ho was ever musmg, pensively sapng, ‘ Wliy did I act precipitately in this 
matter,’ and continually reflected, ‘Wherefore did I not manage this affair 
With caution and deliberation ^ ’ 

STANZA 

The reins of will to passion's grasp I threw, 

Sinned against reason and diserctinu too 

What 'lails it now that '1 have Vnoini or know,' 

What use repeating ‘WTiereforo did I sof 

The Lion passed a long time in this manner m gnef and chagrin, and m 
oonsoquenco of liis dejection of mmd and distracted feelings, the enjoyment 
of the beasts was suspended and the state of his subjects became one of 
distress, and the deep sapng, ‘ People fellow the faith of their kings,’ diffused 
its mflncncc through the inhabitants of that forest, so that all of them became 
melancholy and sad 

COUPLET 

My heart is like a tulip scorched , and by my sighing’a flame 
In all thou seest their hearts too arc scorched and scarred the same, 

And he was mccssantly recalling to mind the mentonous services, aid and 
former devotion of Shanzabah , and as his sorrow grew, confusion and distress 
overpowered him, and he was wont to find consolation in talking of his 
sapngs or acts, or in hearing him spoken of 

COUPLET , 

I’m not one moment noghgont of thee. Thy name is over said or heard by me 

He continually gave private audiences to each one of the beasts, and required 
them to narrate One day he was conversing with a leopard on this subject, 
and was descnbmg his heort-bunungs and the disquietude of his soul The 


' Km'fin, ch 1« 2, Sale p 402, 1 13 ‘Butthc chaBtisement of God came upon thorn, 
from whence they did not expect , and ho cast terror into their hearts They n^cd down 
their hoiues with thou own hendB, and the hands of the true telievcn wLrefors take 



CHAFTIIB n. STOBT I 


191 


leopard aaid, ‘ 0, ! to brood much over a buaiiieBa in which the hand of 

counsel falls short of the skirt of remedy, loads to madness, and to seek a cure 
for a matter which is inscribed m the circle of unpossibihtieB, lies not m th^ 
centre of reason and understanding , and sagos have said, 

COOT LET, 

Back to thy hand no power can bnng The shaft that once has loft the atnng 

And whoever exerts himself m searching for a thing which it is impossible 
to gam, may possibly, without obtaining what he is in qneet of, let slip that 
too which he already has , just as the fox desired to get possession of the 
fowl, and lost the piece of skin of which he had boasted ’ The Lion m- 
quired, ' How was that ’ ' 


STOEY I 

The leopard aaid, ‘ They have related that a hungry Fox had come forth 
from hiB hole m quest of food, and wan roammg about m every direction and 
was measunng the forest aides with the step of greediness and avidity m 
scorch of a morsel Suddenly an odor which mvigoratcd his soul reached 
his nostrils Turning on the scent of it he saw a fresh piece of skin, the 
flesh of which had been eaten by some wild beast that had left the hide. 
"When the eyes of the Fox lit upon that piece of skm they brightened up, and 
the greatest vigor was diffused through his limbs at viewing that quantity 
of food 

COUPLET 

The frngranco of my much-lored friend came to me e'en in death, 

And to my body back cetomod Ufe’a then departed breath 

The Fox, having got that piece of skm mto the claw of posscssioa, turned his 
face towards his own abode 

HEMISTICH 

Host gained a fhend ’ then privacy is best 

In the midst of the way he happened to pass beside a village, where he beheld 
fat fowls busy feedmg m the wide plam, while a slave named Zfrak ’ hod girt 
the loms of guardianship m watching them. The Fox's appetite for the flesh 
of the fowls, was excited, and the delightful idea of the brams of their 
heads made him forget tho piece of skm In the midst of this state of thmgs 
a Jackal chanced to pass by that hamlet. He mquired, saying, ‘ 0 brother ' 
I observe that thou art very thoughtlul What event has occurred and what 
occurrence has taken place ’ ’ The Fox replied, ‘ 0 friend ' Thou seest those 
fowls, the tongue of whoso individual condition contmues to repeat tho 
meanmg of [the verse], ' And the flesh of hrde of the hnd which they shall 


* That IS, ' BubtlE.’ 
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desire, '' and the mystenous meaning of [the verse], 'Therein shall ye have 
that whuh your souls shall desire,' ’ pervades them from head to foot 

COUPLET 

From head to foot mrarnate aoul is thrrOf A soul so dslicatc and pure is rare ’ 

And after a long interval dunng which I have suffered from the poms of wont 
and the torments of hunger, the treasurer of the stores of God’s bounties 
bestowed on me this piece of skin, and now the craving of appetite requires 
to got one of these fowls mto its grasp, and cloy the palate of desire with the 
sweetness of its flesh, which possesses the deliciousness of life 

COUPLET 

My joy la aoured, but if ahr from her honeyed hpa bestow 
Sharbat on me, my heart’s palate wdl straightway awootcr grow 

The Jackal said, ‘ Alack ’ alack • a long time has passed over me, dunng 
which I have been in ambush for these fowls, and on the watch to make a 
prey of one of them, but that slave Zi'rak, who is their gmde, keeps his eye 
on the path of protection after such a fashion, that the huntsman of imagma- 
tion, from dread of hia guardianship, cannot brmg their forma under the net 
of his schemmg , and the painter of the mmd, from fear of his defensive core, 
IS unahle to draw their Imeaments on the tablet of fancy , and I pass my life m 
this longmg, and hve from day to night and from mght to day on a mere 
idea Thou that hast found a fresh piece of skin, regard it as apiece of good- 
fortune, and relmqmsh this vom pretension. 

COUPLET 

To thine own mistress be thy heart inclined^ 

And shut thmc eyelids upon all nmnkind/ 

The Fox said, ‘ 0 brother ' tUl we can elevate ourselves according to our 
heart’s wish upon the higher apsis of dcsiro, to sit down disappointed m the 
lower apsis of mortification and abasement would be a great pity , and until we 
can gaze on the rose of enjoyment m the parterre of repose, to direct our steps 
mto the thorny wake ot adversity and suffering would be a glaring fault 

1 Kur’kn, FI hi 21, Mar In 23, Sale p 394,1 24 ‘These ore they who shall 
approach near unto God, they shall dwell in gardens of delight , (there shall bo many of 
the former religions, and few of the last ) tteposing on couebes adomod with gold and 
precious stones, sitting opposite to one another thereon, youths, which shall continue in their 
bloom for ever, shall go round about to attend them with goblets and beakers, and a cup of 
flowing wine their heads shall not ache by drinking the same, neither shall their reason be 
disturbed and with fruits of the sort they ahull choose, and the flesh of birds of the ind 
which they shall desire And there shall aecompany them fair damsels, having large block 
eyes, resembling pearls hidden in their shells, as a reward for that which they shall have 
wrought ’ 

* Kur’kn, ch ill 31 , Salo, p 356, 1 IB ‘As for those who say ouf Lord is God, and 
who behave upnghtly, the angels shall descend unto thorn and shall say, ‘ Fear not, neither 
be ye grieved but rejoice in the hopes of Paradise which ye have been promised We are 
your friends in this life, and in that which is to come therem shall ye have that which 
yonj souls shall desire, and therem shall ye obtain whatever ye shall ask for , as a gift from a 
graeioua and merciful God ’ 

® The rih here I presume to mean ‘ espnt,’ for which word we have no exact F.ng1i»h 
cqmTalent The hues are literally translated, but do not appear very apposite. 
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tuurun' 

(Jn houor’i cushion till our foot wo place 
'W^hy lu the dust sit down of foul disgrace ’ 

And high apmt does not aufi'er mo to co'^er over an insipid piece of skin, and 
give up the thought of the delicious flavour of fat flesh ’ The Jackal replied, 
' 0 thou of vam longings ' to ri'preheiiBihlo grccdinesB thou hast given the 
name of high apmt, and on culpable cupidity thou hast imposed the title of 
the preamble' of greatness, and art insensible to the maxim that gteatness 
IS in the poverty of the diirvesh, and happmess m contentment 

COUPLET 

If m this market there be gain, ’tis what the poor contented know 
On me the blesamgs of coutent, 0 God ' and poverty bestow 

Thou hast no better course than to be content with the portion which they 
have assigned to thee from the court of ‘ Our daily bread is allotted by fate,' 
and not tamper with vain and unsuitable aims, to which the result, ‘ Who- 
ever teeks what does not eoncem him, verdi/ he relinquishes what does concern 
him,’ IB attached 

COllPLBI 

Our daily food is destmed, and the tunc, ton, they allot, 

Aught more or aught before this, by our struggles wc win not 

And I fear that through this impertinent Bchcmmg thou wilt lose that piece 
of skin also, and wilt tliysclf bo overthrown, and there is a close resemblance 
between thy story and the cose of that Ass who sought a tail and lost his cars 
also ' The Fox inquired, ‘ IIow was that” 

«TOIlY II 


The Jackal said, 

‘ An OSS existed onci , who tail hod not, 

Ills grief grew daily for his tail-less lot 
Then off he started of a toil in quest, 

A toll he sought for aud he took no rest 
hut suddenly — witliout design — lue wuy 
Ho took, whirl' a npc cam-hold lay , 

There from a eorucr him the peasuiil spud, — 
.lumped up, and, cruul, docked his ears hesiile 
Thus the poor donkey a now toil would And, 
And foiling, lolt his ears, ton, Ixith lichind ' 
They who, by like trausgrcssiuas, n.oy offend, 
Will find n like requital in the end ’ 


' I suspect the word diimjah has been foisted in here, but all the MSS agree in giving 
it, though it would be much better onutted 

* The merit of these Imes, suoh as it u, ronsists in a sonos of puns on ihun ' tad,' dam 
liToiitli,' and I adam ‘step,’ and these equivoques ore lost in English 


0 
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IKTiB-I BVHAIli , OB, THR OF CAN0FV8 


The Fox, from excesaiTC grcedineee and avidity, fi’ownod and sid, 

OOOFLET. 

• Uy thonglita am on my friend, sad do my dream that I 
Could cease of him to think, theijc thought were phautaiy. 

Do thou enryey the spectacle hxrw I, by adroit stratagems, ynU get posaea- 
gion of a fat fowl, and behold with what artifioe I wiU draw a comely prey 
into the net of possession,’ He said this, and turning towards the fowls, he 
left the skm m that same spot The Jackal, when he saw that his advice 
made no unpresaion on the obstmato mind of the Fox, turned his face away 
from him, and made oS to his own abode, hfeanwhilo, a kite that was 
hovenng there, chanced to observe that piece of skin, and imagming it to he 
a dead animal, brought it, with the utmost speed, mto the area of its own 
possession, and soared up into the sky In the other direction, the Fox hod 
not as yet got near the fowls, when Zfiak jumped out itom his hiding-place 
and threw a waUang-stick at him As soon as the stroke of it came upon the 
fore-foot of the Fox, the poor ammel, m fear of his life, toro away his 
thoughts from the fowl, and m the utmost hurry, stumblmg along,' made for 
that piece of skin "When he reached the destined spot, not a trace of tho 
skin did ho sec. He then turned his face towards the point of prayer, and 
was about to make a piteous detail of his misfortunes, when just os he was 
weeping over his hard case, he beheld the kite carrying the piece of ikin in 
its claws, 08 it exclaimed, 

COUPLKI 

' Tliinc wu the luck und tbuio the stroke to try, 

Who can do au^ht if thou hast played awry ^ ’ 

The Fox, fi'om gnef at missing the fowl and regret at losing the skm, beat 
his head against the ground till his brums were daslied out. And the reason 
of inventing this story is, that the king hM destroyed with his own hand ono 
of the FiUars of the state, and gives no heed to tho edification of the 
remaining nobles, and neglects to encourage the hearts of his courtiers and 
to show favor to his chiefs and the leaders of his army Bhanzabah has 
been slniTi and nothing wiU hrmg him back, but the other ancient mimsters 
remain aloof firom the service 

The Lion, after much reflection, said, 'This speech is the essence of 
good coimsel and loyalty, but with regard to Bhanzabah I have committed a 
great fault, and the chief part of my distross is to oompensato for it.’ 

The leopard said, ‘ The remedy and compensation for it is not obtainable 
by gneving but will be procured by right counsel and just judgment 


' Lit ‘folhng and rumg,’ s common phrase to express disbud movements. 
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OOim.>I 

Hafl an ant hllen in a n hinmg ^ cup, — 

It needa no force, but one to take it up 

The advisable course is that the king of beasts should cease from lameuting 
and mental discompoBurej and base his actions on debberation, and proceed 
in the affair of Shanzabah and m the investigation of what befell him in such 
a manner that the right and wrong of it may be clearly manifeated to his 
sagBcious mmd , and if that which they brought to the ears of the king re- 
specting Shanzabah be really true, he, by his own act, arnved at the punish- 
ment of his own perfidy and the retnbution of his treason But if they have 
uttered calummea regarding him and have made false statements, then 
must the slanderers and sycophants bo made a target for the arrow of 
vengeance. 

HBUISTIOn 

’Tls good the evil-doer to remove ’ 

The Lion said, ‘ Thou art the vazir of the kingdom, and I have long been 
proud of thy judicious procedure, and have made thy foresight my guide and 
example m secumig advantages and repelling misfortunes Take up this 
matter in whatever way clear reason and lucid intelligence may require and 
extricate mo from the whirlpool of distress ’ The leopard engaged that he 
would, m a short time, present to the bright notice of the king the real state 
of this affair, and not leave under the veil of concealment or the curtam of 
delay one parbcle of the nunutest pomts of its full ascertainment 

COCPlET 

With judgment clou I mil it state, As hair from learen extneate 

The Lion was comforted by this promise, and, as it was late, the leopard 
demanded his cong£, and betook himself to the fulfilment of his promise 
It chonoed that ho passed by the abode of Kalllah and Danmah, and he ob- 
served that a dispute was going on between them, and that loud words were 
spoken by both parties Kow the leopard had from the first been suapiciaus 
of Bomnah. At this time, when the sound of talking and expostulation 
reached his ears from their dwelling, his doubts were augmented He 
advanced and and standing behind the wall, opened the ear of attention to 
their words Kslilah said, ‘ 0 Bamnah ' thou hast done a groat deed and 
embarked m a mighty affair, and havmg led the king to a breach of faith, 
thou hast caused him to be associated with utter perfidy, and thou hast 
kmdled the flame of mischief and disorder among the beasts and wild animals, 
and I do not feel secure that the punishment thereof may not each moment 
come upon thee, and that thou mayest not bo overtaken by the trouble and 
exposure consequent thereupon 

' For Tat^hinda\ ‘ shining,’ the lithoOTaphod edition reads lag/aindaK, ‘ trlppmg,* 
irhick IS perhaps bettor as applieu to the ant In the neat line but one, m the printed edition, 
v>a},li,dd u, by u mutake, written um idd nhieh might mislead the student 

0 2 
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OOCPLET 

Whoever dares uiuhcath tho tyrant’s sword, 

. lilood will fur that fjrom heaven on him be poured 

And I know that when the inhabitants of this wild become acquainted with 
thy act, no one ■will hold thee excused nor lend their aid to rescue thee , nay, 
all wiU be unanimous m voting for slaying thee and putting thee to the 
torture, and it is not advisable for me after this to dwell with thee , for they 
have said, 

STANZA 

Sit not with bad men, for their company — 

’Thouph thou he pure— will cast a stain on thec 
TUr Hun with all its glonousnesB o i light. 

Is hy a cloudy atom hid from sight 

Get up and unite tliyself m friendship w ith some other comrade, and here- 
after refriun from converse or intercourse with me, for thou wilt get no more 
fiuendship or companionship fremme ' Daiunoh said, ‘ Dear friend ' 

COnPLBT 

Should I tail my love from thcc and remove my heart away, 

M’hcrc eliuuld I my love bestow? whither then my heart convey* 

Lay not the hcginnmgs of separation and exclude me not from thy society, 
nor reproach me any more m the matter of Bhnnzabali, for to recall a thing 
which IS past does but cause chagrin, and to dDlibcratc on a matter which 
comes not into the area of remedy, belongs to the class of impossibilities 
Put from thy thoughts this vam regret, and turn them towards mirth- 
fulness and freedom from core, since one foe has set out for the world of 
nonentity, and the atmosphere of desire has been cleared from the dust of 
doubt, and the cupbearer of the wish has poured the draught of tranquillity 
into the goblet of joy, and the portolB of hope have been opened wide to the 
face of Buooess, and the bud of expectation, has bloomed in the bed of happy 
tidings ’ 

COUPLET 

Cup-boarer ' give the wine about, and as to fneiid or for, he gay, 

For our friend has conic to glad our hearts and our foe has passed nivay 

KalQoh said, ' Notwithstanding that thou hast deviated from tho path 
of generous conduct, and hast overthrown the pedestal of magnanimity with 
the axe of perfidy, thou stdl expeotest to be free from anxieties, and hopcst 
that thy tune will pass m safety and happiness 

HEKISTlca 

Thou hast nurtured vain dosire, framed a thought that cannot be ’ 

Domnah said, ‘ It is not that I was unaware of tho shame of perfidious 
conduct, or the retributive consequences of deceit and fraud, or that the 
viUany of slander and the odiousneaa of selfish machinations was concealed 
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from me Bet the loTo of place and the groodinesa of wealth, and the ure- 
mstihlo influence of enyy incited me to such conduct, and as thin^ are now 
aituated, I know no remedy for this buamess, nor nm I able to deviac any 
cure for it 

HBlaSTICH 

tVTiat can I > this to euro eioeeds my power ' 

The leopard, having heard this segment df their discourse, and haviug 
learned the true state of the case, went to the Lion's mother and said, ‘ I will 
communicate a secret on condition that the queen will be pleased to promise 
that without urgent cause she wiU not suffer it to be disclosed ’ Then after 
many oaths and promises and mjunctions [to secresy,] he fuUy recounted all 
that had jtassed between Kalflah and Damnah, and mmutely repeated the 
reproaches of Kali'lah and Domnah’s confession The I, ion's mother was 
astonished at the details of this adventure, and next day come, according to 
her usual custom, to sec the Lion She found him excessively sad and 
pensive, and inquired saying, ‘ 0 son ' what is the cause of thy trouble and 
perturbation ’ 

VERSU 

Whj wanes thy mism, of its full glories shorn “ 
ttniy hu the tyjiresa dwindled to u thorn * ’ 

Wlicreforu this trouble that thy looks cipress > 

And fruni whose wrath these outcries uf distii ss - 

The Luiii said, ‘ The slaughter of Shanzahah and the lemeiiihraiice ot his 
qualities and excellent gifts, is the sole cause of my griet, and lioutvci much 
I try, the recollectiun of him will not depart from my iiimd noi u ill ray 
heart forget his me luory 

snsiiEE 

By thy dear hte ' I cannot thee one muniont e’eu forget, 

And could I unco, what bIioB I do, fur now it may not be ' 

Tbon nut m jest tby Khusrau bid live, thee furgottmg , y et. 

Could I, I wuuld — what shall 1 now’ 1 still must tlimk uf thee 

Ah often 08 deliberatiou is held on aftairs of state, and I feel the want of an 
attached well-wisliei and kind couuseUor, and a faithful friend, and a minister 
on whom I con rely, the phontum of Shanzahah comes before me and says, 

COITLBT 

In mode of servico — in fidelity, 

Thou mayst seek long, nor hud one such iis I ' 

The mother of the Lion said, ‘In aiding the light of ceilamty to ovti- 
powor the gloom of doubt aud conjecture there is no ovideneo like the 
testimony of a pure heart, and the king's language leads ono to understand 
that his heart bears witness to the muocenoe of Shanzahah, and assuredly 


' I^lil ' a tooth-pick ' or * skewer ’ 
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since he Was not put to death on lucid evidence and convincing teetunony, 
and since the interested informer, under the form of advice, set fisth his 
condition in a way opposite to the truth , hence every moment fresh regret 
Bprmgs up and imbounded remorse is occasioned, and if what they conveyed 
to the king hod. been pandered over and the courser of ire had been curbed 
with the bndle of patience, and thou hadst removed the darkness of that 
doubt with the hght of clear intellect, at this moment * thou wouldest not 
havo fallen into tho snare of repentance nor wouldest thou have placed the 
volume of gladness and cheerfulness upon the shelf of non-existence. 

VEKBE 

Be thou sedate in what thou hast to do, 

For fiery haste will prove abortive, too 
Did not the lamp ao hot itself illume, 

'T would not its aubstance and tho moth consume 
Patience euppliee to every ward its key, 

One ne'oT did patient men regrotful see ' 

The Lion said, ‘ 0 mother ' os thou host said, in this affair my passion 
got tho better of my reason, and the fire of wrath burned up tho foundation 
of nuldnesa, and now there is no remedy for a matter which is included m 
the category of impossibihtiea, save to waive the thought of it That, how- 
ever, may be regarded as the worst of states in which my subjects have made 
me the target of the arrow of reproach, and have cast upon my name the Lt ’ 
of unfaithfulness and cruelty, and however dihgently I stnve to bring home 
to the Ox a plam case of treason, and to prove against h im tho commisBion of 
a crime, in order that I may be absolved by others for slaying him, and may 
remove myself from the opprohnous remarks of those who know mo and the 
sarcasms of strangers, it is no wise attainable or assured to me The 
unfortunate Bhanzabah bad both a clear mind and ploasing manners, and 
with all friese i^ualiticB it is not possible to charge bim with what envy 
slanderously imputes to him, and such a person cannot be of the nlaas that 
foul desires or vam longmgs should find a lodgment in his bram, so that he 
could have revolved my death or thought of waning with me And, moreover, 
With regard to him, there has been no neglect of various kmd offices or forms of 
favor, which might have become a link to hostility and aversion and the 
means of enmity and contention, and my wish is to use extreme efforts in 
mvestigahug this matter, and to conduct the inquiry mto these reports to the 
very limits of excess, and though this regret is unavaibng, and that mia- 
fortune wiU not find a cure by this suit, still it may be that my imnH may be 
consoled by it and the mischievous slanderer may be chaabsed, and my 

' I® an equivoque on dam ‘moment,’ idm ' snare,' nadam 'repentance ’ which 

cannot ho retained in English ouu-h 

* fCur’ah is the lot cast by the Arabs with anows 
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OXCU8C may be admitbed by men ' And if tbou baat known anytliuig on Hub 
07 heard any tidings, favor me with the mfoimation and advice.’ The Lifm’s 
mother aoid, 

OOCPCST 

‘ My heart la full of gonu of myatery, 

But on my tongue bands too and fastenings lie. 

I have heard a thing, but the disclosure of it is not admissible, and I have 
diseovered a dchcate matter, but to reveal it is not allowable For oertain of 
thy muiiaterB have charged mo to conceal it, and have been urgent With me 
beyond measure to hide it, ‘The Kea/rU of the nolle are the eepvlchres of leerets ’ 

CODPCFT 

I asked of the old tarern-kerper, which is, then, salvation’s way ’ 

Ho colled straight fur tho wino-cup, and quoth he, 'No secrets to betray ” 

And the king knows that to publish a secret is utterly wrong, and to reveal 
what men would hide is mcxprcssibly mischicvoua , and were it not that the 
Wise have enjoined ua to avoid that quohty, I would have detailed the whole, 
and would have swept away the duat of gnef from the court of the heart of my 
beloved and fortunate son ’ ’ The Lion said, ' The glosses of tho wise and 
the sayings of philosophors, are numerous If one party of them have been 
commanded to abstam ffom disclosmg secrets they had in view, tho welfare 
and safety of the speaker and others, too, have enjoined tho revelation of 
them fur the public advantage, where the common weal may be conceived to 
be thuTum Aud if any one has unjustly aimed at the Mo of one of the 
faithful, and confidos this secret to another, and imports It to him with great 
and stnet oaths, and displays excessive eamp.stneBB m enjuming its conoeal- 
ment, and that confidant — for tlie preservation of the Mo of that Mu slim , 
— reveals the secret and acquamta tho person [whose life is m danger] with 
that information, m order that he may look to his affairs , he will, 
imdonbtedly, not be censurable by the law, nor will he be exposed to the 
rebuke of Uod , and to keep back a secret m circumBtances like those, shews 
sn agreement with the base, and it is possible that the conveyer of this 
mtcUigcnce, by disclosmg this secret desired to edear himself* and make over 
the care of it to the surety of thy keepmg, or he may have been afraid of me, 
and mode use of thee os tho medium of communication 1 hope that thou 
wilt acquaint mo with it and act as befits thy counsel and affection. 

oouPLKr 

Impart to ua tho aecrot, for we may trusted he. 

And eeaae these am, thiB coyneea, for true of heart are we ' 


' Surely the uae of tho word mardam ‘ men,’ is out of place here , it should be ' nniuials 
but into Biich iiieoniietcneica the absurd uotieu of ascnbiug to irratiocal beiugB rabonul 
thoughts will be sure to Lead 

* Lit ‘ Tu draw out hia own foot from the midst ’ 
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The mother ot the lion Eaid, ‘ This mtunatioii which thou hast giTen la 
worthy of the highest praise, and the purport of what thou hast set forth is 
worthy of much commendation , hut the disclosuro of secrets has two palpable 
and absolute faults The tiisl of these is, the enmity of that person who, in 
reliance on another, has made him the confidant of his secrots the second is, 
the suspicion of others , for when a person has become notorious for rendmg 
Tells and revealing the secrets of men, after that no one will impart anythmg 
to him, uor account him fit to be a confidant he becomes both hamshed 
from tho eyes of his friends, and overtaken, too, by the gibes of his enemies 

COUPIET 

IIuweTBt much mj heart hums siire, mj secret to reveal, 

The fear of those who hate me sets upon my hps a seal 

And I have seen m the sapngs of the wise that, ‘ Jle whose secret does not 
slumler, his mischief will not slumher ,’ — ^whoever does not conceal, in the casket 
of non-existence, the gem of his secret, that secret will assuredly set up a 
flog against liis life And it has become proverbial, that whoever lets his 
secret go out of his hands, gives his head in exchange for it 

HEMISTICH 

tVauIdst thou keep fast thj IioaJ— thj soerct lei’p 

hut perhaps thou hast not heard the story of that Equerry who ventured to 
teU the king's secret, and in tho end gave up his head for it,’ The Lion 
said, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 

STOllY til 


The lioness said, ' In times gone by there was a king, by the ornament 
of whose justice the throne of empire wms adorned and ennobled, and the 
splendor of whose unstinted bounties shone over all the pronncca of hia 
realm 

COUn ET 

In pomp FarldUn, and Jamshid in state, Like Dkri watchful, Ukc Sikandar great 

One day he had gone out to hunt, and at a time when the himtmg- ground ’ 
was close at himd, and every one was engaged m conducting the business 
which belonged to his post, he said to his Equerry, ‘ 1 wish to race my 
horse with thme, for I have for a long time desired to know whether the 
speed of this black, on which I am mounted, is greater than that of the 
pie-bald which thou art riding ' The Equerry, m accardauce with the 
command of his pnnee, began to put his horse to its speed, and the king 
gave the rem to his fleet courser As soon as they had got to a distance 
from the chase, the king pressed down his stimps and reined in his horse, 


• I read, with the MSa which emreepouds to sMdrgch flve lines below 

find IB oyidcntly preforablo to the Jdiarffah of the editiona * 
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and said, ‘ O Equorry ! my intcntioa m coming this distance, is, that at tliia 
moment a thing has entered my mind, and an anxiety has overpowered my 
heart, and of all the special attendants of our presence, no one is fit to be the 
confidant of this secret, wherefore I wished to retuo to this privacy, and — m 
such way that none should suspect — toll this secret to thee ’ The Equerry 
made the obeisance due, and said, 

OOUPLBT 

‘ 0 Khasrau ' lOEiy heaven's sun thy servant bo, And happy foitune shine serene on Iheo' 
Although this despicable atom perceives not himself to be meet for this, but 
as the brilliancy of the hue of the royal favor has condescended to bestow 
on me the shade of fortune, I hope that the morning zephyr, which is the 
confidant of the secrets of the truths of sprmg, wiU not scent a portion of the 
fragrance of this parterre , and the heart, notwithstanding that it is the 
treasury of this com, will not he able to advance to the limits of this 
mtclligoncG 

COUriET 

Just ns the BDul lies hid vvithiu the frame, Thy secret in my soul shsdl lurk the same ' 

The King commended him, and said, ' I am exceedingly m dread of my 
brother, and 1 have this day road, from the page of his movements, the 
writing of injurious designs,' and I have dearly observed that ho has girt up 
the loins of malice for my destruction, and I have determmed" that, before he 
con do mischief, I will remove the stone of his existence from my road, and 
clear the garden of tho realm from the affliction of his thorn 

tOUPLET 

The feeble fos, whose dog is he > To do the lion injury. 

Thou must keep a constant watch on his actions, and perform all that 
vigilancD requires for my safeguard and protection ’ The Equerry bowed, 
and having taken upon himself the business of guarding and concealing the 
matter, confirmed this by many assurances, and he had as yet not reached 
his place, when he inscnbcd the wntmg of faithlessness on the volume of his 
transactions, and turning aside from the path of loyalty and confidence, set 
his foot m the wilderness of perfidy and mgratitude 

STA^7A 

Give thy heart littlo to the love of friends , 

For m this woild's flowei-grounds, 

The sccut that f.uth and fnendship lends, 

Is in no couir.idc found 
I told tho Botrot whioh my heart had nnrsed. 

Full sore it made me weep 
Would that my simple heart had known, at first, 

Nona can a secict keep 


‘ llcuihadyB In the text ‘ design and injury ‘ 

“ 1 omit, with the MSS , the m«n ham bar dnam of tho editions 
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Tho Equerry, having sought an opportunity, threw hinuelf at the feet of 
tho Bult^iu’8 brother, and exposed to his gaze the story m the way that he 
had heard it The king's brother received this favor from him with 
prompt payment, and with many promises and innumerable gifts, bestowed 
on him advaucomenta, and, by judicious counsel, secured hunsclf fi:nm injury 
from hiB brother In a short tune, as is the wonted vicissitude of fortune 
and the uncertainty of positiun, the sprmg of the fortunes of that brother to 
the king changed to the autumn of ruin, and Uie bud of his prosperity on 
tho plant of his life shed its leaves 

srANZJV. 

What breeze of spring eVr blew beneath the, sky, 

Unfollowcd by tbc autumn of mishap ® 

Hope not from mother foituno for a constancy, 

That she will nurse thee gently on her lap , 

There, the true scent of kindness docs not ho 

And when the royal cushion and mipenal throne was emptied of the adorn- 
ment of the regal Bjilendour of the elder brother, the younger set his foot on 
the step of the throne of sot ercignty, and exalted the crown of royalty by 
placing it on the head of success 

COUPLET, 

In the land of fortune's garden bloomed the bud of happiness. 

And new beauties every sapling in dominion's orchard dress 

The first order that passed the bps of the king, and the earliest mandate for 
the delivery of which the impcnul signal was given, was for the death of that 
Equerry The unfortunate wretch loosed the tongue of supplication, sajung, 

COUPLET 

‘ Great king ' auspicious rule he thine ' And may thy star serenely shme i 

What is my crime save that of affection and loyalty to thee ? ’ 

HEHISTICII 

The meed due to my actions is not this ' 

The king pronounced this fiat, ‘ The worst of crimes is to divulge secrets, and 
that crime has boon committed by thee, and after that thou hast failed to keep 
the secret of my brother, who selected thee for his confidant from all his 
attendants, what reliance can I have in thee ^ 

HEMtBTICH 

Better to part with an unfaithful friend. 

However much the Equerry hemooned himself, it was unavaihng, and he 
was overtaken by the regal chastisement, and forfeited his head for the be- 
trajal of the secret * 


Throughout this story there is a play on mrr ‘ secret,' and aar ‘head ' 
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OOTTPI^ 

la thy tonguo erei to ita aecrot true } WliAt luia the aabro irlth thy head to do ? 

And the moral for the king to draw from the mvention of this story ib, that 
the divulging secrets has a bad result, and to disclose men’s secret matters 
yields not the fruit of happiness ’ The Lion said, ' Kind mother ' he who 
betrays his own secret, mtcuds that it should go abroad, otherwise he ought 
to be hiB own confidant , and after he has made known to another what was 
hidden m his mind, he should not bo hurt if that other should disclose it to a 
third, for when one cannot draw ono’s own load, it is no wonder if another also 
cannot support the burthen 

COUPLET 

To thmo aim secret thou art unfaithful, — ^then Canst thou expect more faith m other men ? 
And, moreover, when a person by disclosing a secret mokes known what it is 
right should bo known , m that case, though they may account the disclosurG 
a fault, still the revealing what ought to bo known may serve to Lover that 
fault I trust that thou wilt oblige mo b)'' stating what it is right to state 
and thus remove the load of grief from my heart , and if thou canst not tell 
it openly, thou wilt lot me understand its nature by hints, and though thou 
wilt not detail it in plum language, thou wilt at least not withhold it from 
mo by signs ’ The lion’s mother replied, ‘ On condition that thou wilt bnng 
to punishment that evil-doer who has stirred up the dust of this mischief, 
and that thou wilt conceal tho beauty of forgiveness from his audacious eye, 
which is bhnded to tho path of truthfulness and rectitude And although tho 
learned m tho faith and those versed in. the knowledge of the true God, have 
used the strongest expressions as to the excellence of mercy and the pre- 
eminence of heneficcnoe, and have stimulated and urged men to the adoption 
of that habit, still, in the case of crimes whose effect may extend to 
tho mischief of the world, and the detriment of which may be diffused 
through the natures of mankmd, punishment is better than mercy And in 
requital of this offence — the mjiiry of which has fallen on the lung’s mind, 
and has stained the skirt of lus punty and good faith with the defilement of 
perfidy and treachery — should no vengeance be taken, it would serve to 
embolden other incendiaries, and tho pretence’ of the tyrannical would be 
confirmed, and everyone would regmd it as a license to bo rehed on, and a 
pattern on which dependence could bo placed for cruelty and wicked acta 
Wherefore, in this place, pardon and connivance must not be allowed scope 
and in accordance with the irrefragable mandate, ‘And in this law of retalia- 
tion ye have life' ” the remedy must bo regarded ns one of things requisite 

' For hnjjat wo flud in tho Dictionarv ‘ argument, proof, pretext , ’ 1 would rather 
therefore — did tho MSS allow it — read some one word signifymg ‘ acts,’ ‘ proceedm^e ' 

* Kui’in, FI u,17S, Mar ii,180, Sole, p 1!), 1 27 ' 0 true behovciB ' the law of 
retaliation is ordained you for tho slam, the free shall die for the free, and tho servant for 
tho servant, imd u womoa for a woman but he whom his brother shall forgive, may he 
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COUPLST 

WliaoTBi bids (hce vex Oiy BubjecCa, them Aa publit encmica to death, condcmii 

The drift of thia preamble is that the perfidious Danmah, who persuaded the 
kmg of the world to this deed, is a eycophant and a slanderer, and wicked, 
and a viUain ’ The Lion said, ‘ I understand , thou must return, m order 
that I may dehbernte on hia punishment ’ The honesa returned to her own 
abode, and the Lion, after long dehberation, gave command to summon his 
army , and having sent for his nobles and Pillars of the state, and ministers, 
and chief officers into his presence, besought the attendance of hia mother, 
aud after the assembling of all the nobles and people, dehvered his royal 
order, so that they brought Damnoh to the foot of the imperial throne, and 
the kmg, tummg his back upon him, plunged into a long reverie Damnoh 
looked round, and found the door of calamity open, and the way of escape 
closed He himcd to enc of the ting’s intimates, and said softly to him, 
'What IS the ciuia(' of this assembliigc, and what has happened, that the king 
has fiJlcn into meditation and reflection The lion’s mother overheard, and 
said aloud, ‘It is thy life on which the kmg dchberates, and since thy treason 
has become known and the viUany of thy harmful acts manifest, and the 
falsehood which thou didst utter m relation to his attached fnend, is patent,' 
and the curtain has boon removed from the face of thy machinations and 
artifloes , it is not fit tliat the kmg should leave thee one instant alive, or 
keep such a manifchter of depravity m the expanse of ‘Existence, which 
u t/ic chief goad’ Damnah said, ‘The wise of past ages have left no particle 
of wisdom unsaid, and, tor the convcmencc of those, to come after them, have 
prepared clear ways, and one of their sagacious sayings is this, that whoever 
IB imccaBmgly zealous in the service of the king, quiddy reaches the rank of 
admission to his favour, aud whoever has become the mtimate of the sultan, 
all the fi lends aud foes of the monarch become his enemies , the friends, 
through env y of liis post and dignity , and the foes, by reason of his adnsmg 
the king sincirely in matters of state and rehgion 

I oepiEr 

Till' grL'iiter iit'rirmas to the ting, Will sye the greater dougur bring 

And those who ai e intunatr me in yieat peril, and hence it is that men of true 
piety have set their backs against the wall of security and rest, and have 
turned their faces from the fleeting, faithless, untrustworthy world, and 
have chosen the worship of the Creator m preference to the service of the 
creature, for with the glonous Lord^ neither error nor neglect are admissible, 

pioseeutod and oliliged to make satisfaction ocLording to whiit la juat, and a fine shall ho aet 
on him with hunianit] This u iieliJgoniM from your Lord, and mercy And ho who 
ahall tianagrcaa after this, hy lulling tlu murderer, shall Buffer a gnevoua iiuniahinent And 
in Hub law of retaliation ye Iu\ e liie 0 jc of uudcratouding, that petadvontuKi ye may fiiai ' 

* Bfi farh uftadan, marc pUraao 

* ^nzntt *\zsai — ObsiTVO tbc phrase 
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nor DTO cruelty or tyranny allowed To requite good with evil and to 
recompence obedience with punishment, is what eannot occur, and there cun 
be no awerviiig from the path of justice in the commanda of the Iriog of 
kmgs 

aUATliAIN 

God’s justice moves in uniform ciirccr, 

All ntheiB' tenderneBs ' is crucltj' 

There is no vnongful dealing, such as here 
Is found, nor man’s mistakings there can he 

In general the actions of creatures, in contrast to the character of the Creator, 
are stomed with a variety of contradictions and mconsistenciea, and m devia- 
tion from on exact observance of what is due, men at one time bestow on 
oifenders deservmg of chastisement, the reword meet for the conduct of 
friends , and, at another time, visit upright counciHorb, who deserve en- 
couragement, with the punishment which befits the sms of triutors For vain 
desires have the mastery over then actions, and error is evident in what they 
do In their w ords they display self-interest, and m their deeds, their hypo- 
ensy IS palpable Good and oi’il are to them sdxko, and gam and loss m their 
sight ore equal One inim may hand over to the treasurer of the kmg oil the 
treasures upou earth’s smluce, and he wiU not fed a gram of gratitude 
towards him, but will exalt the head of anotlicr who abuses him to the 
pmnocle of honor 

COUPLET 

Sehold theu proud mgratitudc, and their thiinklosa coldness see ' 

They r are not whether minstrel or mourner thou miiyst be 

I ought not, from the first, to have hovered round the royal service, nor 
to have stepped out of the cell of retirement, and beyond the comer of privacy, 
nor to have accepted the duty of attcndimco on the king, which resembles 
consuming fire , for whoever docs not appreciate freedom from care, and 
prefers the servico of the creature to that of the Creator, meets with what 
befeU the solitary Devotee ’ The lioness asked, ‘ How was that ’ ’ 

STORY IV 

Domnoh said, ‘ They have related that a Devotee had renounoed the 
concerns of the world and had made choice ot the corner of n tircment , and 
satisfied the requirements of food and raiment ivith harlcy-bread and coarse 
wooUen garments ‘ 

’ A very obscure lino Utzd signifies ‘ cndBavonnng to please ’ It seems to me to mnin 
that, ' even that which man mtends to bo ciimtablc is haisti and unjust, whereas God’s 
justice IB pun ' 

’ If you supply ’irds Kanlah before as talallufat, tho meaning might be ' tnrniiig frum 
the luxuries of eating and dress,’ since takalluf aipiiRsi also ' rnsthiiess ' 
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VEKSE 

The dra^gin^ of distioss had made him sad, 

On a hUl'a skirt his lone abode he had 
Ease he forsook hts framo to maoerate, 

And could with simple herbs his hunger sate ' 

The rumour of the devotion and upright character of that saintly man 
spread m a short time through the districts and environs of that country, and 
people began to come from for and near for the purpose of securing good- 
fortune and a blessing and when they beheld the effect of the lununousneBS 
of divmo worship clear and evident upon his bright forehead, waging warmer 
in the matters of faith, they displayed stiU greater zeal Now m that 
country there was a king, just and Lberal, and the friend of darvoshes , who 
used to give to the pursuit of divine favor precedence over compliance with 
those doaires that affect a king, and who imitated nothing but the character 
of prophets and the morals of holy men 

COUPLET 

Pure morals, kindly manners, and to deal with all anght, 

Are pleasing in the poor recluse, but in the pnnee more bright 

When the tidmgs of the devout hermit reached him, ho put m practice the 
wise saying, ‘Happy te the pnnee and happy the falhr,' and waited on the 
saintly man, and having besought the aid ol his blessed spint, requested some 
piece of adnee which might prove useful to kings The pious recluse said, 

‘ 0 kmg ' God has two pavilions, one transitory, which they call the world, 
and the other enduring, which they call the life to come Magnanimity 
requires that thou shouldest not rest satisfied with this transitory abode, but 
transfer thy views to the empire of the enduring world 

VEHSP 

Seek then the world to come, for joys arc there ' 

Not with its smallest portion could compare 
A hundred worlds , then strm, where now thou art. 

To win of that more happy world a part ’ 

The king said, ‘ By what plan can that kingdom bo subjugated ^ ’ The 
Devotee replied, ‘ By aiding tlic oppressed and attending to the complaints 
of the destitute, and every lung who desires repose hereafter must labour 
for the case of his subjects 

VEHSE ^ 

He peaceful slunihers underneath the clay. 

Whose people sleep in pcaro beneath his sway 
And they will fruit from youtli and fortune find, 

Who show themselves to those below them Lmd 

’ I have found it iimiossihlc to translate literally these impracticable lines The literal 
Tcndcimg would bo, ‘ He was wooiy at the pulliiiCT of his collar by gnef, and fastened his 
own skirt to the skirt of the mountain Ho ^eed his body from voluptuousness under 
cruelty and set his heart from contentment with grass ' ' 
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Emgl who rdij^ion cherish, will succeed 
In wiimiii^ at faith’s gome the ball, their meed ’ ‘ 

Wlien. the rccluae hod finished his advice, and had filled the treasury of 
the king’s heart with the jewels of admonition, the coimsels and exhortation 
of the puro-mindod and saintly man made an impression on the kmg, and he 
laid the hind of discipleship on the skirt of has spirit, and was contmuously 
m the habit of presenting himself m his company, and by the blessing of 
obedience to hia persuasive words, turned away his head from following lust 
and vanity One day the king was waiting on the darvesh, and they 
were discoursing on every subject, when suddenly a party of petitioners for 
justice raised their clamours and outcries’ to the ethenal ball The Devotee 
called them to him and inquired into the case of each, separately, and 
instructed his highness the kmg, in the orders fit and proper for each of 
then suits The kmg was excessively grateful for this, and besought that 
he might occasionally hold a court of requests under hia fortunate superior 
tendence. The holy man, m order that the suits of the distressed might 
be speedily and satisfactory settled, and that ho himself, by directmg those 
matters, might obtain the advantage of an eternal recompense, consented , and 
m any affair, os the occasion required, the recluse dehvered his decree, and the 
king, with willingness and eagerness, gave heed to him, until things eamc 
to that pass that most of the affairs ol that realm were united to the skirt of 
the management of that lofty and saintly man, and he was daily more and 
more employed m the affairs of the state and of the revenue The bewitching 
love of place deposited its turnitiiic m the environs ’ of the saint’s heart, and 
mode a breach m his religious duties and seasons of prayer, and the desire of 
pomp and state having r.aised the head of the darvesh from the pillow of 
repose, made him aim at the diadem of pndc 

COUPLET 

Wboni docs not this witching sorceress from the one true path beguile ? 

'Who dniiha not tho draught of orroi from the gohlct of her wile I 

The world is a deceitful woman, which has brought many a hon-like man 
under the noose of her love, and a perfidious dame* that has thrown many 
famous wamors like the hero llustam, into the pit of calamity 


' Kehgion IS compared to the gome of chaugdn, in which tho pious cony off the boll 
of happULesB 

’ in Persian is ‘ a fife,’ in Arabic * a crowd of fugitivos ' 

’ With the MSS I road Huau/i UvmA hulib-tjdh, instead of the IhiBush hhtush 
ituddi hM-i of the editions 

‘ There is an equivoque here which cannot be retained in English Zul signifies, ‘ tho 
father of Sustam,’ as well ee ‘old woman' Tabam-ian, ‘strong-bodicd,' is an epithet of 
Buitoin, who, aocotding to some accounts, was enticed into a pit and slam 
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Its ilastam a fulsc treaoheious dame ‘ enslaves , 

Its Iteio bimed in the jnt of wot , 

Its Egypt swept by Wrong's Nilotie waves , 

Its Joseph m tom clothes with blood which flow 
Its meetings hard by separation arc , 

Its promiso on the hdl-top of deceit, 

Ita sea of blood from earh Asfandiylir,^ 

And of each monarch's crown its royiil scat 

And when tho rpcluae had tasted, m place of the brackish water of 
abstmenoc, the pleasaut flavour of sensual desire and the dchcious sharbat of 
worldly lust, the dehght of worshipping God w.is effaced from his mind, and 
he msertfid in his ear the rmg of ‘ Love of the uorld ts the head of all stn,’ 

COUPIET 

When tho recluse gave car to fortuno’s bell, 

He lost all pleasure in bis lonely cell 

The king too, when he saw that the abiLties of the Devotee, and that his 
counsels were beneficial to the state, at once jdaced tho rems of full power m 
the hand of his able management Defore, the dorvesh had to take thought for 
bread , now he had tho cares of the world upon him, and he exchanged his 
former anxiety how to procure a blanket, for the scheme of subjugating an 
empire 

COUrUBT 

No longer in the bod thou sawest arc the flowers gay , 

Autumn come , and spring’s verdure all, alas ' has passed away 

One day a darvesh, who, fiom time to time, used to come into the presence of 
the recluse, and used to pass whole nights with him in prayer and supplica- 
tion, paid a visit of devotion to him, and behold his state and circumstances 
The flame of regret was kindled in the areii of his heart 

LOUriET 

Dark have grown life’s [fairy] waters, where is holy Khirr ■ say ' 

From the rose-bough blood is dropping where do spring's soft breezes stray ’ 

When the night had come, and tho hum of men was for the moat part 
ushed, he said to the recluse, ' 0 Shekh ’ what is this state of things that I 
behold, and the change of condition that 1 observe ^ 

COVl’liET 

Thy cuutsD did one bright day of hope appear, 

Wlieto IB that hope’ and where that blight carcBr ’ 


' Here again, is on eguivoquo on :al, which may be either a woman, or tho father of 
flustam 

’ Aafondiyii colled rhln-lm, ‘ brazeu-bodied/ was o celebrated Persian hero, sloin by 
Rustam, after a combat of two days’ duration He was tbs son of Oushtlisp, of the first 
dynasty of Persioii kings 
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^oweyer much the holy man endeavoured to exouee huneelf, he wae unable 
to utter a word which oonld completely stand ihe teet of the touchstone of 
wisdom.* ‘ These speeches,' said his guest, ‘ are mere eensuol pretexts. The 
purport of these proLx orations, and the pith of the whole discourse is that 
the mind of your Holiness is bent upon worldly things, and that your exalted 
spirit is m bondage to ambition and avanco 

CODPL1IT 

Can a phcnnii’ such as thou art condescend to camon’ 

Fie ' that such a glanons shadow o'er a carcase should be thrown 

Come and shake the skirt of thy sohtaiy devotions free from the dust of nval 
pursuits, and draw the head of retirement under the collar of rehance on Ood, 
and bring not to the palate of desire the envenomed dain ties of the world 

COUPLET 

O'er the table of the world's feast do not tbou hope's hand extend , 

For they with this dainty morsel venom too and poison blend ' 

The recluse answered, ' 0 kind friend ' from discourse with my fellow- 
creatures and mtercourse with mankind, so great an alteration has not found 
its way mto my condition , and, m my heart, I am mmdful of that very thing 
thou talkest of ’ The guest rejoined, 'Thou hast now lost the sense of per- 
ception, because scusual mLlinations have veiled thy sight, and when thou 
comest to thy senses, repentance will be unavailmg 

COUPLXI 

Thus host thou done, and, when thy time is spent, 

It w 11 ho fruitless though thou shouldst repent. 

And thy case is like that of the blmd man, who mistook a snake for the thong 
of a whip, and hence fell into the whirlpool of destruction ’ The recluse 
inquired, ‘ How was that ’ ’ 


STORY V 

Ho that had come from the journey said, ‘ Once on a time a blind man, 
and one that saw, halted at a place in some wild tract of country When 
the time of their atartmg in the grey of the morning* arrived, they were 
about to set out The blind man was searching for hia whip, and as it 
chanced that a snake lay there frozen hy the cold, he unagmed that it was 
hiB whip and took it up When he touched it with his hand he found it 
softer and nicer than hia whip, at which he was pleased, and mounted his 


‘ M’artfat signifies here, and very frequently elsewhere, ‘knowledge of holy things ' 

> The Humk is a bird which the Penians say, flies without evar touching the groimd. 
Yet it IS said to feed on bonee 

* JSAabgIr I take to be ‘ startup on a jonrney between midnight and dawn ' 


F 
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hone, and forgot the whip he had lost However, when the day had dawned, 
hit oompanion, who could see, looked and saw a snake m the hand of the 
blind Tnan Hereupon he shouted out, ‘ Comrade ' what thou tookest for a 
whip is a poisonous snake fling it away before it makes a wound on thy 
hand.’ The blind man fancied that bis companion coretod the whip, and 
replied, ‘ 0 friend ' 

asHlSTIOH 

What can I do f ’Tia owing to my luck 

I lost my whip and God has given me a better one Thou too, if fortune 
befriend thee, will find a nice whip But I am not one of those who would 
bUow my whip to be wheedled out of my hand by imagmary tales ’ He 
that could see laughed and said, ‘ 0 brother ' my duty as thy companion 
demands that I should oequamt thee with tlua danger Listen to what I 
say, and throw down that snake ’ 'The bhnd man frowned and said, 

coi;pi.Br 

‘ Why, 0 suitor ' thus eiccsaiye and beyond all limits plead f 
Hear this saying — Each day's fortunes ore by destiny decreed 

Thou host taken a longing for my whip and thou prossest me beyond all 
bounds to throw it away, m the greedy hope that when I throw it down, 
thou mayest pick it up Do not mdulge a vam idea, and give up a desire 
which is nought, for this is a whip which has come into my hands fr-om the 
unseen world 

HUHISTICH 

One must not by a foe's deceit be led ’ 

However much the man that could see urged his point, and confirmed what 
he said by oaths loud and strong, it was of no use whatever, and the blmd 
man gave no heed to him So when the air became warm and the snake's 
body got nd of its chill, it wound itself back, and in its progress' wounded 
the blind man m the hand and kiUed hun 

And I have adduced this story that thou too may not trust in the world 
nor he fascinated by its appearance, which is painted bke tho body of a 
snake , nor be fond of its softness and delicacy, for its wound is deadly and 
its poison fatal 

TEBSE 

Think not aweet aharbat from the world to dnuk , 

Honey with poison u conunm^lod thoro 
That which thou fondly dost sweet honoy thinkp 
Ifl but the deadly potion of despair ' 

The recluse having listened to this discouree, called to Tniml the tuues of 


' Sarakat mny apply to (hs nuke or to the moyementa of the blind man 
the former ap^iflation with mnoh doubt aa to its accuracy > 


I haTe ohosen 
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l|ia solitude and abstraction Ax>m the world, and beheld the stdn of worldly 
interests, whioh had not suffered the shirt of his heart to romain in its 
ongmal punty He felt that what hia friend had said was out of pure kind- 
ness and friendship Thus be began to let fall the tears of repentance from 
hiB eyes, and to heave burning sighs from his breast, which was consumed by 
the fire of regret 

COUPLET 

I have a heart worn down with gnof, then why not weep and sigh > ‘ 

I hare a weary ’ fortune too, then why not wail and cry > 

All night long, hke a lighted taper, he wept, while lus heart was consuming ; 
and, like a moth longing for the flame, he fluttered m eager desire after the 
divme excellence , " until the time when the white-robed votaiy of the true 
imom* spread the prayer-carpet of the sun before the shnne, ‘And when the 
morn Ireathed forth,' and the black-appareled ascetic of the night lodged itself 
In the private closet of ‘ When the night draws in ' 

OOUPLET 

While o’ or hoaven’s breast mom drew her robe of light, 

Eorth did her face unvoil from gloomy night 

Again men pressed in crowds to the cell of the recluse, and the gales of pnde 
begmmng to blow, gave the com of his nightly repentance to the wind of 
indifference 

COUPLET 

Each uight I say, ' To-morrow I these wishes will forego , ’ 

But every mom again I foel fresh longings for thorn grow 
In short, the recluse, having taken up the affairs of the state, deposed the 
nobles and ministers from their ofilccs, and began, too, to mdulge in a devia- 
tion from the path of equity m the adjudication of matters One day ho gave 
orders to put to death one of the people, whose death was not permitted by 
the law, and after the punishment was over, he turned in quest of a remedy 
and amends The heirs of the man that had been executed demanded justice 
of the king against the recluse The nature of the complaint was made 
known, and their caac was referred to the tribunal of the law The decree 
of the judge was forthwith issued to the effect that, by way of retahahan, 
they should put the recluse to death, and although ho got persons to interoede 
for him, and promised money end valuableg, he failed of bis object, and, as a 
disastrous consequence of soenflemg the worship of the Creator for the 

' Here, with what will appear tc us cocsidmblo bad taste, dA di is made to rhyme with 
air tdr 

1 Lit ‘drowsy,’ f^wdb dlvdah 

^ 1 make shaiA-i-jiunal refer to the Deity, ss in the case of the moth, it does to the 
brightness of the taper 

^ The iddik u ‘ the true dawn,' opposed to suih-t tdpi ‘the twilight,' but the 

epithet is chosen iere with reference to ediktd 

T 2 
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Bcmce of the creature, he waa overtaken in the whirlpool of deetruetion. 
Thus he lost* the pleasures of the world and failed to gain the happiness of 
the world to come 

And I have framed this story to show that as I, too, turned away luy &oe 
from the shnne of God's worship, and humed to the imperial court, and 
withdrew my head from the Ime of obedience to the All-Provider, and 
placed it on the threshold of the pnncc’s service, 

HSMIBTICH 

I merit all imaginable woe ’ 

When Damnah hod finished this discourse, the attendants of the royal 
throne were astonished at hia eloquence, and the Lion, with his head bent, as 
before, m meditation, could not think how to enter upon the affair or how 
to reply to Ddmnoh A lynx who, of aU. the courtiers, was honored with 
the nearest access to the king, when he observed the amazement of those 
who were present in the assembly, turned his face to Damnah and said, ' All 
these reproaches that thou host heaped on the service of kings, whose head, 
reaching to the polar star, is crowned with the diadem, ‘ A just hng u Ood't 
shadow upon earth,' befit thee not * But hast thou not heard that a single 
hour of a king’s life which is passed m the dispensation of justice and in 
taking care of hia people, is taken to be an equivalent for sixty years of piety 
and devotion , and many of the worshipers " at the shrine of devohon and 
the pncstly office, and of the crowned heads of the kingdom oi spiritual 
enLghteimient and miraculous gifts, have voluntanly chosen the service of 
kings, according to the saying, ‘ The servwe of lings is half the road [to 
heween^f with a view to assisting the oppressed and lightening the burthens of 
the distressed and among the number of such cases, the story of the Samt of 
radiant mind, testifies to the justice of this matter ’ Damnah asked, ' How 
was that ’ ’ 

STOEY VI 

The lynx said, ‘ They have related that in a city of Pars there was a 
venerable old man who had corned off the reed of supenonty from the horse- 
men of the circus of sanctity,* while the peak of his crown of abnegation of 
worldly pleasures touched the summit of the celestial sphere 


' Bar dmaian is here idiomatically used to signify ‘ emerging from,' in the sense of 
' letting slip,' ‘ losing ’ 

‘ Nah hadd-t tti bavad ‘ is net in thy limits,' 1 1 , is ousuited to thee A common phrase 
at the end of letters u zvyddah hadd-i adai, ‘ more would he heyond the hounds of respeot ’ 
So adai might he understood here with liadd 
s Lit ' the Bitters on the carpet of prayer ' 

* I take vsMyat here as used equivocally, signifying both ‘ a country ' and also ' the state 
of a waH or samt' , so too in the first line or the veises following, Ijaiaiu 'i-saik 1 imagine to 
be ' the uzrid of supenonty' , — as horsemen catch the jarld, uid mus outdo others, so tma samt 
snatched away from others the supenonty 
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VSUSE 

In salntship's reolni impennl atnte had he, 

He Drowned himiolf, while he abandoned all 
The ciTCiu of hu etood — eternity 
And with the Inftmte he played at ball.‘ 

They used to coll him the Saint of radiant mmd The echoing rumour of hia 
miraculous gifts pervaded the provinces of £um and the countries of the 
west, and the hubbub’ of hia stances reached the mhabitanta of Egypt and 
Syria and Arabia Petraia and Fehx The wise men of ’Irak, as well as the 
refined of ^^urasan, placed their heads on the line of attachment to him; and 
the pious people of Turkistdn, as well as those transported with divme love in 
Hindustan, laid the hands of sincerity on the skirt of discipleship to him 
One day a darvesh from Transoxiana, resolved on going as a pilgnm to the 
holy shnne of that Saint, and, with many toils, conveyed himself from the 
environs of Samarkand to the capital of Ears and truly unbl one has wounded 
the foot of search m the thorny brake of trouble, the hand of attainment 
wUl not reach the collai of the rose of desire 

tOUPlET 

The nightingale, that cannot bear the woce 
Of the sharp thorn, mHit speak not of the rose 

The darvesh who had thus traveled, after crossing the waste of despond,’ 
ahghted at the K’abah of peace and safety, and having made the dust of the 
threshold of tho Saint a kissmg-plocc for the lips of respect, put lu motion 
the knocker of eagerness The attendant of the monastery, after inquiring 
mto his cose and informing himself of the circumstances of his fatigumg 
journey, pronounced these words, ‘ 0 darvesh ’ rest a httlc, for his highness 
the shekh has gone to wait on the reigning monarch, and the hour for his 
return is by-ond-bye ’ "When the darvesh hoard talk of waiting on the king, 
he exclaimed, ‘ Eie on tho toilsome journey and the wasting of my time ! A 
shek^ who goes to wait on a king and finds pleasure m viBitmg and dis- 
coursing with him, what con he do to aid me ^ or how pomt out to me the 
right way ^ 

’ The litoral tianalatian of these eiccedingly difflcnlt lines, is ' Ho m the country [or m 
the state of a tvalf] has beeoms a sultEin in majesty He made a taora from the abanaonment 
of the two worlds He galloped his Hal^sh tram eternity without beginning, and played at 
hall in the horse-tennis of eternity without end ' Here note that mltdn pandh is a phrase 
similar to ddrd pandh in p 12, 1 IB of the Persian text, and that Rakiish was the name of 
Rustam's celebretod steel] These lines may bo taken as a specimen of what tho translator of 
Persian verses hss to cneoimtcr The late well-known Persian scholar, Mr Swinton, wrote 
to reoonimend that I should inquire the mennmg of some phrases here of the Fersum 
ambassador, so difflcnlt did he consider them 

' I have chosen this uncouth word as corresponding, m sound os well ss sense, to ^ AJ J 
daidabah 

® I have no doubt that an allusion to the Hajj is intended here as may bo 

vuwel-poijitod BO ss to he hirvidn * disappointmcDt,' or hara^dru 'the two sacred cities of 
Makkau and Madinah ' 
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COOBLET. 

Dog'lilie, to peruh at hu fe^t was onoo my wish, my trust 
Alas ' those hopes all suddenly hare ommblDd into dust,’ 

He then came forth from the moaasteiy, and took hia way to the b&zir, 
and through the impurity of hia decoittiil heart, which had not been tempered 
in the furnace of anatenty, he impresaed on the com of the sheU’a career 
the atamp of abort meaaure, and ignorant of hia true condition, gave vent to 
iinieaBonable cenaurea 

OOUTLET 

Boaster ' thou walheet by the water’s bnnk, 

How const thou know the state of us who smk ’ 

Suddenly the police-magiatrate of the city caught eight of him, and it hap- 
pened that a thief, who resembled him in appearance, hod, on the previous 
night, eacapedfrom prison, and the king had aeverely reprimanded the magistrate 
and the watch, and had given the atnrteat injunctions to catch the thief and 
to cut off hi3 handa. The magiatrate saw the dorvesh, and imagining him to 
be the runaway thief, had him atraightwny conveyed to the place of punish- 
ment In vsun the darvesh showed his aafc-tonduct’ and gave a true account 
of himself, ho gained nothing thereby, and there was nothmg at hand for 
him but to have his hand'' cut off At the instant that the pitileas execu- 
tioner had placed a sharp knife on the hand of the darvesh, and was about 
to sever it, there aioac the shouts of the retinue of the Somt of radiant nund, 
as they called out to clear the way , and the shekh with a grand cavalcade,’ 
arrived where that crowd was assembled, and having inquired mto the 
circumstances, waa informed of the position in which the darvesh was placed 
He told the magiatrate, ‘ This la one ot the darvoshea belonging to my place, 
and the suspicion thrown upon hun la contrary to the facta — releBae him ’ 
The magistrate kissed the sheyj'a horse’s hoof, and expressed himaelf under 
a vital obligation , he then apologized to the dorveah and wont about his 
busmesa The poor darvesh finding himaelf act free from the snare of 
destruction and from the mercilesa handa of the executioner, proceeded with 
the ahckb’a retmue as one of his attendants, and aa they were gomg, the 
ahekh laid hia hand on the ahoulder of the darvesh and whispered to him, 

‘ Brother ! to forswear fellowship with darveshes la not right, for did we not 
wait upon the king, lU-uaed persons like thyself would find no escape finm 
the hands of their oppressors ’ The darvesh perceived that his repudiation 
of the shelsli had sprung from ignorance and foUy, and that whatever is done 


' Sardl-t ammat — our ‘passport ‘ 

’ I have designedly used this phrase to represent the play npon words in the text. 

’ Jfmhi I take to be ‘a cavalcade,’ mariel, which ooenrs two lines furthei an, ' a hone, 
or whatever serves os vehicle to a nun ’ Yet if thu bo nght, I would rather lo^ M t^ 
dar with the farmer word 
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by the thoroughly righteous is sure uot to bo wrong because the intentionB 
of a perfect saint melt into unison with those of God himself, wherefore not 
a single action will spring from him which will not be in sccoidanoe with 
the divine will, nor will anything he does, though apparently unreasonable 
and imjffoper, be in reality imadvisablo. 

DISTIOES 

The child whoae throat u cut by Khar’s kiiife,‘ 

A people could not render hack to life 
And ghould hu ship be wrecked m open aea, 

A hundred hopes m Khi^s wreck will be. 

Be sure that where hu heahng bands restore 
The breach, it will be there perceived no more 
And should he one decapitate, e’en then 
He'd ^LVG a hundred thousand heads again 
Earth that the true saint touchea turns to gold, 

And this to ashes m the tnfler’s bold. 

And the moral of this story is that eminently holy men have voluntarily 
token upon themselves the service of kmgB and have thought it no harm to 
frequent royal courts 

KEKISTICU 

Who then urt thou, to be accounted of-’ 

Bomnah said, ‘With regard to what thou hast said, that the excellent 
have sought eminence in the service of kings, it is true they have done so, 
but with a view to an advantage of the highest consequence, and they have 
not entered upon this measure without divine inspiration, nor have they 
suffered the srauUcst worldly or carnal motive to blend itself therewith , and 
whoever has such a bent as this, whatever he may do or say, none may be so 
bold as to blame him , but when will the like of us reach this dignity ^ or 
how can we justify our pretension to a rank so high ’ And as to what thou 
hast further said, that a king is the shadow of God, I admit that too, but it 
is the temper of true kmgs to make thoir actions run parallel to the right 
way and keep them far removed from the path of wrong , not to patronise one 
for a temporary selfish motive, and, then, without just occasion, order him to 
be pumshed and the moat praiseworthy of all royal quahtieB is to hold dear 
those of their servants who exhibit commendable dispositions, and to degrade 
their faithless and perfidious ministers 


1 I have taken some liberties with those most impoetical and hresome venes There is 
no word for knife m the fint line, and the second la, literaUy ‘ the common people will not 
find hiB head ’ In the fourth line I have translated dmwtl freely, by ‘ hopes , ’ and sdii; in 
the last lino means ‘ imperfect ’ rather than ‘ tnfier ’ One MS , very ptoMrly I think, omits 
the seventh and eight hnos, which, if letained, should follow the second For sodum I would 
gladly read yimn and translate it ‘ guarantee ’ On the whole a more wniched attempt at 
poetiy IS not to be found in the ‘ Anv&r-i Suhaili’ than this 
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flAlTSA 

Tile rose-plimt oF the nghteana num's eatute, 

With mercy's ram he doet invigorate 
The winked, like the wotmd-indictmg thorn, 

Are hy hla terror from the roob nptom ' 

The lioness sold, ‘ What thou sayest is true, but thy cose appears the 
very opposite of this, since the coUecbve voice of this assembly pronounces 
that Shanzabah was a worthy minister of the king, and of an amiahlc temper, 
and the comman report is, that tho harvest of his promise was consumed hy 
the fire of thy calumny, and that the pedestal of the king’s faith was over- 
turned by the disastrous influence of thy mischievous meddling 

OOOFLST 

Thy envy hoa a conflagration lit, And a whole nniverso consumes in it ' 

Damnah said, ' It is not concesled from the irradiated mind of thp king, 
and aU who are present know, that between me and the ox none of tho 
matenals of contention and enmity existed, how then can hostility as anciently 
entertained by us, be thought of ? And he too, although he had the power 
to attack me, and the opportunity of mjurmg me, and strength to get nd of 
me, nevertheless observed towards me only the path of kindness and bene- 
volence, and I too was not contemptible and unimportant m the king's sight, 
that I should exert myself to get nd of the ox through envy and hatred, but 
I gave the king a piece of advice and disinterestedly conveyed to his oars 
a speech that I had heard and the traces of which I had observed , and it 
was my duty to be grateful for the king’s kindness, and to exhibit with 
truthfulneBB the apparent treachery and dangerous intentions of the ox , and 
as to what I said, the king too, himself, made investigation, and discovered 
that which verified my words and confirmed the cbEirge I brought, and, at tlie 
call of hiB own judgment, earned out the measure , and now there are many 
persons, who were in league with Shanzabah, and partners of his perfidy and 
hostile mtenfaons, who are afraid of me since I have adopted tho habit of 
teUing the truth It is a true and just saying, that ‘ Truth is hitter ’ 

COUPLZT 

All to whom I truth hare spokeii have become my caenues 
Bmce the truth may not bo said, the best cemrso in silence hes 

And, assuredly, a party of hypoentps will exert themselves to get me put to 
death, and I did not suspect that the recompense of my advice and the result 
of my service would be this, that my continuing to bve should be a cause of 
anxiety and disturbance to the king ’ When Danmah had spoken thus far 
and the day had waned, the laon said, < He must be delivered over to the 
judges, in order that they may inquire into his case, since in penal sentences 
and judicial procciodings, without adducing clear evidence and conviction on 
certain proof, 
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HEVUTIOB 

It U not ri^ht nn mman di to ixOdUte ’ 

Danmah said, ‘ Wiiat judge is more nghteons tlian the reason of Ihe prince, 
and what magistrate more equitable than the fair justice of the fortunate 
king ? and, praise be to God ’ the lummous mind of the sultan is a clear 
miiTor, or rather a world-displaying goblet, and the oondition of every one of 
his attendants is thcrem clearly displayed 

COUPLET 

Bfi, and it was ' ' tbj wisdom said to tbe myatsnous scroll , 

And at thy word e’en fate's decrees their destinies unroll 
And I know of a certainty that in removing the veil of doubt, and undoing 
the wimple of uncertamty and surmise, nought equals the sagacity of the king 
and hiB discernment, and, assuredly, when the mirror of his command is 
punfled from the rust of adf-mterest and bias, I am convinced that if proper 
investigation is mode my immunity’ will in aU respects be established, and 
the honesty of my mind, like the dawning of the hght of the real morning, 
will shine luminously to all ’ 

HEMISTICH 

No secret 's hidden 'neath thy wisdom's hght ' 

The Lion said, ‘ 0 Damnoh ' this matter shall be investigated to the 
utmost possible extent, and this affair shall be inquired into with all imagi- 
nable core 

STAHZA 

In siftmg this affair I'll labour so, 

That forth I'll drag it as a hair from dough 
Thyself dost know that cyery hidden thing 
Of heaven itself, my mind’s hght forth can bring ^ 

Sanmoh said, 'I am the more anxious for this excessive strictness' by 
reason of my innocence, for I know that m this scrutiny my loyalty will be 
more abundantly evident, and had I been guilty m this affair, I should not 
have contmued in attendance at the king’s court, nor sat tamely waiting for 
misfortune , but I should have repeated to myself the purport [of this injunc- 
tion] ‘ Go through ihe earth,' ‘ and have gone to another region. 


* This expression, intimating Ood’s omnipotence, like the ‘ Let there be hght and there 
was light’ of Senpture, occurs with a shade of Tanation in the Kur’kn, as at eh xvi 40 , 
Salep 200, 1 39 ‘ Verily our speech unto anything, when we will the some, is, that wc only 
say unto it, ' Be,’ and it is ' 

’ Bardt-i zimmat m a somewhat different sense ffom that in p IBO of the Persiun text, 
last hne but three 

’ 'Alamiydn ‘ men,' ' mankind ’ 

‘ Lit ' m excess and strainmg to the utmost ' 

‘ Kiir’kn, FI oh xn 38, Mar 36, Sale p 200, 1 29 'Wherefore go through the 
earth, 0 tnbe of Koreish * and see what hath boon the end of those who acrused their 

E ’bs of imposture," and, Hnr'in, FI u 131, Mar 137, Salep 47,1 2fi 'There have 
y been before you examples of puniahment of inffdels, therefore go through the earth, 
and behold what hath been the end oi those who sccuae God's apostles of imposture,' 



218 


AKVAH-I SFEAIxi , on, TUE LlOilIB OF CANOPUB 


HEMISTIOH 

For wide and ample u tlie plain of earth ’ 

The lioness said, ‘ 0 Damnah ! thy vehement desire for inquiry appears 
to be not devoid of mental alarm, but thou hopest by cunmitg to bring 
thyself out mnocent , but to look for escape Atim this strait without thy cose 
being investigated is an impossible thought and a vom desire ’ Damnah 
replied, ‘ I have many enemies, and those who bear mahee towards me are 
mfliutely numerous What I look for is that my cose may bo entrusted to a 
judge who may be clear from interested feehngs and from suspicion, and who 
wiU. truthfully convey to the royal ears whatever is said or heard , aad that 
the king wiU refer this to Ins world-adommg judgment, which is the mirror 
of victory and triumph, so that I may not bo put to death on a mare 
suspicion and that m the day of retnbution no blame may accrue on account 
of that innocent blood 

COUrLBT 

I fear nnt dentil, — but may it never be 
My blood [aocuning] should entangle thee ' 

The Lion said, ' I have never m any command deviated from the path of 
justice, and, save m the waj of equity, is is impossible for me to tread, and 
if this perfidious act has proceeded from thee, thou shalt meet the pumshment 
which IS thy due 

HEMISTICH 

What m life's field thuu sowest, thou shalt reap 1 ‘ 

Damnah replied, ‘ Why should I imagmc such treason ’ and by what 
means suffer the desire of high affairs and the longing for offices of dignity to 
pass thiough my mind ^ and tor my pait I know weU the king’s justice, and 
have surveyed the tokens of his righteous dcalmg, and I feel certam that he 
will not prevent my participating m his world-adoming justice, nor cut off 
from me the hope ot the blessings of the due which he dispenses to all 

COUELFr 

For justice God did tliec create, 0 kmp I 
From a just Lord, lu) unjust act can spring' 

One of the by-atnnders said, ' Wliat Damnah says la not intended m honor 
of the king, but by these worda he hopes to avert calamity from himaclf ' 
Damniih rejoined, ‘ Who la more tender of me than I myaolf am, and who my 
truer friend tli.m myaclf^ and whoever permits himself to remain m a 
dilRculty, and tiikoa no thought for hia own preservation, what hope con 
others plate m him ^ 

COVPLBT 

Smcc thou noglccttat o’en thine own affair, 

How cauat thou fui another ’ b buEiucBs cue 9 


Lit * Should Muo Ihy skirt’ 
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Thy speech is a proof of a wont of undeistanding Ethd judgment, and of 
an abundance of ignorance and error , and think not that this circumstanco 
Will remain hid from the king's sagacity, [not so '] but after due reflection 
he will distmguish between thy reproach and salutary advice, since his 
lummous mind con deliberate in a single mght on the affairs of a whole hfo, 
and subdue vast armies by a thought 

COOTLET, 

In one short broath hu thought — {ir-sightod, world-Bubdumg too — 

Gun things cffoct, which none beside could m a bfo-tinio do i ’ 

The lynx said, ‘ I am not so much astonished at thy former tncks and 
perfidiousness, os ut thy declamation m thy present condibon, and thy display 
of moxuns, and (juamt sayings, and saws ’ Damnah rejoined, ' Aye ' it is the 
place for admonition if it abghts in tho spot of acceptance, and it is the 
season for uttering maxims if they gam a hearing from the ear of under- 
standmg ’ Tho lioness said, ‘ 0 traitor ’ art thou still in hopes of escaping 
hy thy juggles and deceit^' Damnah answered, ‘If one return evil for 
good, and thmk injury a just rccompcnco for benefit, [I am, then, mdeed, 
without hope] Yet I, at least, have fully discharged my engagements as a 
servant, and hive been fiuthful to my duty as a counsellor Tho kmg well 
knows that no false accuser w ould dare to utter his culunmiCB before him , 
and if he thmk fit to deal cnielly with me, the infamy thereof wiU recoil on 
himself, and if he act precipitately with regard to me, and ncgleet the 
advantages of dchberation and the blessings ot proof and patient mvcstigation, 
he will repent in tho end , as they have said, 

COUPLET 

They who in action too groat raahncsa show, 

Will their own rcasou's structure overthrow 

And whoever depnves hmiself of the excellent quahty of patience by actmg 
precipitately, meets with what that woman met with, who, displaying over- 
hosto in her proceedings, could not diseriminato between hei friend and the 
slave ' Tho Lion, who was hstenmg to what Damnah said, when he heard 
this shrewd remark, asked, ‘ How was (hat ^ ’ 

STOEY VII 

Damnah said, ‘They have related that in the city of Kashmir there was 
a merchant possessed of great wealth and opulence, and many servants, and 
a great establishment He had a wife of moon-hke face and musky nnglets, 
such that heaven’s eye hod never beheld a luminary hke her, nor had so fair 
a figure ever come into the hand of Tunc Her cheek was bright and radiant 
like tho day when lovers meet, and her tresses dork, and long os the day of 
separation 
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■ VEJLBE 

Her beauty like the mid-day ^lonona euh, 

Like the norcuoue, half in sleep, her eye 
Her cheek the rose end roso-jnice, blent in one, 

Her waist was slender and her bosom hi^h 
Sweeter than honey or rose-couaerTes taste. 

Softer than budding roses when embraced 

And in close vicinity hved a painter, wto, by bia expertneas, had. acquired 
a vrorld-'Wide notoriety,^ and was admired by all for hia pictures The souls 
of the painters of China wandered distracted in the desert of jealonsy at the 
brush of his portraiture, and the heart of the artists of Cathay were bewildered 
in the waste of envy at the skill of his delmeation 

VEME 

That skilful master could, with science rare, 

Ills pnintmgs, like the wind,- on water trace 
And when the checks and tresses of the fair — 

The heart consunung with then magic grace — 

He showed, it seemed os though he did pourtray 
The hue of night upon the board of day * 

When he his reed upon the tablet drew, 
hoason, hke pictured things, insensate grew. 

In short there arose between him and the wife of the merchant a mutual 
attachment, and the painter began to feel a blind and uncontrollable love for 
that graceful form, and the monarch, Love, overcame the territory of his heart, 
the motropohs of the affections , and the forces of desire commenced their 
ravages over the seven regions of his body 

HEMISTICH 

King Loro his heart, his faith’s domain, subdued. 

The visual organs of the young lover, like the heart of the pious, became 
watchful, and the eyes of his vigils, hke April clouds, began to rain down 
tears 

COUPLET 

Tapor-bko with inward burning, nightly whero my love doth sleep, 

Now from scorching paiu I suffer, now from sorrow sadly weep 

The merchant's wife, too, had beheld the youth and Burrendored her heart 
to him, and had placed the volume ot patience and forbearance m the niche 
of oblivion 

COUPLET 

My heart is gone, my bosom, too, of life u void and leer, 

Patience, away ' for now for thee no place continues hero 


* Lit ‘ Pointed at by the finger of the world ’ 

* The wind aa it curls the waters is said tw didinoato figures upon them. 
^ The block hair on the white cheek looked like night painted on day 1 
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The attraction of love exerting its influence on both sides, they found the 
means of meeting without the intervention of a go-between, and the path of 
intercourse between them was clear from the dust of rivals The woman 
said to her lover, ‘ Thou art ever * favormg me with thy presence and 
adommg and sheddmg light upon my humble dweUmg, and no doubt delay 
tahes place until thou callcat out and caatest a pebble If by thy skill m 
pamtmg — in which thou art the phoenix of the age and the leader of the 
time — thou wouldest take thought and paint something, and make a thing 
which might be a token between mo and thee, it would not be univiae, and 
rather conformable to judicious counsel ’ 

The young artist replied, ‘ I wdl make a mantle of two colors, which 
shall be white on one side, hke a star shining in the water , and black on the 
other, hke an ^thiop's hair gleaming on the lobe of the car of a fair beauty 
When thou beholdest that signal, come out qmckly ’ While they were 
making this agreement, a slave of that pointer was standing bchmd the wall, 
and overheard them 

COtrPlET 

Opc not thy Ups, if thou host joya in hand. 

For many a liatonor near the wall may stand 

Several days passed and the mantle was finished and the nsits agreed 
upon took place One day the painter bad gone out on important husiucss, 
and stopped away late The slave borrowed that mantle of the painter’s 
daughter, on pretence of studying the manner in which the colors were 
mixed, and having put it on, came to the house of the lady She, without 
reflection, from the excessive transports of joy which she felt at her lover’s 
visit, did not distmguish between her paramour and his rival, nor observed 
the difference between her friend and this stranger 

COUPLET 

Her body to hia clasp she gave, and did love's wnting trace, 

The slave beheld the fair and shored hir kisses and embrace 

The slave, by means of this robe obtnmed his wish , and after ho had done 
with it, gave back the mantle It happened that at the very same tune, the 
pointer returned, and having rent the garment of patience, from desire to 
behold his mistress, he threw the mantle over his shoulders and wont 
towards the merchant’s house, and the lady running forth to ham, again 
said, with many endearments, ' Is it well with thee, my friend, that thou 
hast in this same instant come bock agoin ’ ’ The young man saw how 
matters stood, and having made some excuse for comiug, returned forthwith. 


' I omit MA after oa do the MSS Either that or the va before Id thak miut 
evidently be dispensed -with. 
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and finding out the whole afinir, chastised the slave and his daughter 
acvorely, burnt the mantle, and gave up the eonnection with the lady . 
and if she had not acted precipitately, she would not have been contaminated 
by the foul embraces of the slave, nor have been deprived of the visits of 
her darling lover and the conversation of a Ihcnd dear to her as her life 

COUPLET 

When thou tho tree of haste hast planted, know, 

That on it the sad fruit of gnef wiU grow 

And I have brought forward this example that the king may perceive 
that he ought not to act precipitately with reference to me, and the real 
fact IS, that I do not utter these words fiom fear of torture, and terror of his 
majesty, for although death is a sleep not to be coveted, and a rest little to bo 
desired, nevertheless, come it mil, and many mighty ones, driven to 
extremity at its hands, have learned that it is impossible for any one to 
evade tho citcIb of annihilation and extinction Whoever sets foot m the 
world of existence, must npcd.s quaff the potion of death and clothe lumsclf 
in the vestments of decay 

HTAWZA. 

Ne'er dill heaven jdatc oue m the sunii} ray 
Of safot}, hut at the last it mode 
Him, like the twilight of false mom, decay. 

And when the sempstress. Fortune, has o'crloid 
One's stature with the coat of being, she 
Uncloaks ' him in the end, assuredly 

And had I a thousand lives, and knew that m expending them I should 
benefit the king, I would surrender them all in on instant, and regard that 
as equivalent to perfect happiness in both wmrlds 

COI I'LEl 

Life 18 dear, hut were it asked hy one dearer far, like thee. 

Who would grudge liis life, siiicc love more precious than his life would bo ' 

But it 18 the bounden duty of the king to look to the end of this matter, 
for he cannot preserve his dominions without the swords [of his oflScerB], 
and he must not asssal the lives of his useful servants on a vain surmise 

HEMISTICH 

Thou wilt bo sole, if many friends thou slay 

And it IS not possible to find at all times a servant who will show himself 
equal to the administration of affairs, nor to lay hands upon a mmister 
worthy of one's confidence and deservmg of promotion 


' Here u an equivoque — Ijiid Cardan is ‘ to make a cloak,' and ako ‘ to rend a garment 
h) tearing open the bosom ' 
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COTTFLET 

The ron muat gild it meny a year, en that which firet hae been a atone 
A rnhy turns, m Sadal^Ehhn — m Taman, a camclion 

Wtea the honess observed that the speeches of Damnah vere honored 
by attention from the ear of acceptance, she was overcome with alarm lest 
the Lion should give his behef to these gold-washed, counterfeit coins, and 
specious truth-resembling pretences and insinuating falsehoods of his , and 
lest the grace of his language and oily talk should cause the Lion to neglect 
the investigation of this history She, therefore, turned towards the Lion, 
and said, ‘ Thy silence would indicate that what Damnah says is true, and 
what the rest say is false, and I did not think that thou, notwithstanding 
thy sagacity and acuteness and understanding and mtcllcot, wouldest be deaf 
to the language of truth, and be deceived and shaken by vam and delusive 
prating 

COCfPLBT. 

How can the Eulbul sweet to thee appear? 

Thou who to habbhng birds dost lend thme ear ' 

She then rose in wrath and went to her own abode The Lion commmdod 
them to keep Damnah hound in prison, till the judges should investigate his 
cose, and declare what was right to be done with him Tlie court of inquiry' 
broke up, and the lioness came to the Lon and said, ‘ 0 son ' I have long 
heard of the marvelous cleverness of Damnah, and now 1 know to demon- 
stration that he is the wonder of the age and the pbrnnix of the time How, 
I pray, could he utter all these false sentiments apparently so magnanimous, 
and how arrange those rare excuses and honeyed sayings ^ Ko fine ore the cx- 
tenuahons which he chooses, that if the king should give him an opportunity 
to speak, ho would, by a single word, extricate himself from this cal ami ty , 
and, at the present moment, both the king and the army, m a body, would 
rejoice exceedingly at hia being put to death, and, therefore, the best way is 
to rebeve thy mmd at once with regard to him, and not to give him oppor- 
tunity to speak nor the chance of a reply 

HEMISTICH 

Haste IS not good save in a good affair ' 

The Lion said, ‘ The busmesa of those who surround monarohs is envy and 
variance, and the employment of the high officers of state, malevolence' and 
Btnfe Day and night they pursue each other and search out one another’s 
merits and dements, and whoever has most of the former, they assail him 
the more vehemently, and the deserving are the greatest objects of envy and 


^ So I venture to translate nuyhs-t mazdlim 

' The editiODB have iarigh pram, of which I can mako no sense I road with a MS 
iarigh karam 
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mulicc , and they never feel jealous of one who has no ment, and Domnah is 
adorned with many accomplishments, and possessoB my most intimate favour. 
It IB possible that the envious have combined and wish to get nd of him by 
treachery ’ The lionesa replied, ‘ How can envy be earned so far ae to cast 
one into the place of destruction^’* The Lion answered, 'Envy is a Are 
which, once kindled, bums up the green and the dry, and when earned to 
excess, it impels a man not to desire good even to himself, os was the case in 
tile matter of those three envious persons ’ The honess asked, ‘ How was 
that 


STORY VIII 

Thu lion said, ' They have related that three persons were fellow tra- 
velers, and having become compamons, entered on their journey together 
The oldest of them said to the other two, ‘ Why have you left your ci(y, and 
how ’ and what is the cause of your cxpatnating yourselves, so that ye have 
chosen the toil ot tiavel m preference to the ease of residing with yourneigh- 
houia^' One of them said, ‘Because that m the town in which I dwelt, 
things occurred that I could not endure the sight of, and envy overpowered 
mo, and I was continually consumed by the flame of jealousy I, therefore, 
thought to myself that 1 would leave my home for a day or two, and thus, 
perchance, avoid the sight of what I did not wish to see ’ The other com- 
panion said, ‘ I, too, was embarraased with the same painful feeling, and have, 
therefore, chosen to leave my country ’ The oldest said, ‘ Both of you are 
partners in suffering v^uth me, and I too have set out for the desert, owing to 
the some indignant feeling 

COUPLET 

To tell the truth, that eight I cannot eco, That others cat, and I spectator bo 

On finding that oU three were envious, with a feeling of pleasure at their 
homogeneousness, they set out One day there lay a purse of gold m their 
road, and the three ran simultaneously to the spot and exclaimed, ‘ Come ' 
let us divide this gold, and returning hence to our.own homes, pass some tune 
pleasantly ’ Each, however, felt hia envious passions excited, so that, being 
unwilling that the others should get a share, they remained mute, They 
neither had the courage to leave the gold lying m the road, nor could 
they endure to divide it with one another They passed a whole day 
and night hungry and thirsty in the desert, and denying themselves food 
and sleep, quarreled together, without finding any solution of their strife 


* A most uiapt spooch of the lioness, who bad before her the eiimple of Damuah’s 
dcstrojrmg SbimzaWi through envy , but the remark is mode merely u a peg to bong the next 
story upon 
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ETAKZA 

The world’s effaus in which no order lies, 

Are like to an unfathomable sea 
Hence men of abject mmd and mean emprue 
Succumb to pame which have no remedy 

The next morning, the king of that tomtory, who had come forth to hunt, 
passed, with a number of his retmue, by that spot, and beheld those three 
persons seated in the desert On his inquiring mto their circumstances, they 
stated the facts as they really were, and said, ‘Wo all three are endued 
with the quahty of envy, and for this reason we have loft onr country and our 
homos, and wander in on unsettled state. Here, too, the same feelmg hag 
evinced itself, and has ended m our trouble and distresa We wont a judge 
to issue his command for the division of this gold among us 

HEMISTICH 

Thank Gnd ' that which wo souglit is now obtained ’ 

The king said, ' Do you each sot forth the natiue of his own envious 
feeling, that I may perceive the extent of the deserts of each, and may m 
accordance theiewith divide the gold among you ' ’ One said, ‘ My envy is 
so great that I never wish to benefit any one, nor choose to be kind to any, 
lest that person should become happy or prosperous ’ The next said, 

' Thou wert horn a good man and host no spico of envy The degree of my 
envy IB such that I cannot bear to see any one do a benefit to another or 
bestow his property on him ’ The third said, ‘ Both of you have no part in 
this matter, and your pretensions ore vam I, m fine, am such that I never 
wish any one to bestow a favour on me, or show kindness even to myself, 
judge then what my feelings are towards another* ’ ' The king bit the finger 
of astoQisliment with the tooth of reflection, and marveled at the words of these 
wretches, on the tablet of whose qualities was displayed the writing indicative 
of malignity, ‘ Do they eniy other men ^ ’ ‘ He said, ‘ By your own words this 
gold IS a forbidden thing for you, and each dcberves a punishment suited to 
hiB crime He who is unwilling that ho himself should do good to others, 
hiB recompense is none other than ttiat he should fail to participate m the 
happinesiB of a reword, and m hath worlds bo bankrupt and destitute And 
as for him who cannot endure that any man should benefit another, the heat 
oouise is to release him with all speed from the prison of existence, and to 
remove the weight of this suffering from the sui face of hia soul And as for 
the third, who envies even himself, and who does not wish to have himself even 
benefited, he deserves to be punished by a variety of tortures and ignominious 

^ Lit ‘ Wliat will amve to another > ’ 

* Kur’kn, FI iv 67, Mar iv 62, Salop 62,1 16 ‘These are the men whom God hath 
onneii, and nnto him whom God ahall curse, thon ahalt surely find no helpeia Shall they 
have a part of the kin^om, Binre even then they would not boatnw the smalleat matter on 
men ? Do they envy other men that which God, of hu bounty, hath given them t ' 
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auffotingB, and, auapendod for a long penod m the grasp of chaatiBement and 
reprobation, to taste the flavor of torment, till the time when the bird of his 
spuit IS caught m the snare, ' Sa/y, the angel of death who is »et over you \shall 
eauie you to die] ' * He then commanded that they should let the first person 
go mto the desert, naked from head to foot, and without food or provisions, 
and aU that he had they took from him, the king saying, 

STANZA 

‘ Who wishes good to no msn, why, 

We must not wish aught good for him 
And trees that do no fruit supply, 

We with the axe must aharply trim ' 

And with respect to the second envious person, he gave orders for his 
decapitation with the pitiless scymitar, which having been done, they released 
him from the pongs of envy while on the third they rubbed pitch, and lett him 
in the sun, so that he penshed after cruel and protracted sufferings Thus 
the king conveyed the disgraceful envy of those three persons to its just 
recompense and the perfectly wise have said, 

QUATRAIN 

Whoro envy's cruel tortures aio, no remedy is there, 

It IS a hateftil feeling which wild beasts and devds share 
They say the envious person is the enemy of man, 

J’or he IS his own enemy if well his thoughts you scan 

There is no pom greater than that of envy, bocauso the envious man is 
always in gnof at the joy of others, and in travail at their dehght 

COUPLET 

In this distress the wretched sufferer dies , 

Do what he will, there, too this torment lies - 

And this story is for this purpose— that it may be shown that envy may be 
earned to such a length, that a man may not wish well even to himself, and 
hence we may mfer how he will stand with reference to another , and I 
suspect that the tale about Domnoh may have been set afloat by envious 
persons ’ The honess said, ' I have not observed in the ministers of this 
Court the habit of cnvymg, nor have I the slightest suspicion that any one of 
them IS tomted with this blameable quahty, and the prnbabihty is that the 
unanimous vote of all for his execution is with a view to the king's 
advantage, and if not, these circumstances are not required to got nd of 


1 ^ur-in, n KXII 11 ; Mar mu 12, Sole p 310, 1 12 'And they say, when we shall 
Ue hidden in the earth, Hhall we bo raised thence a new creature ? Tea ' they deii\ the 
meetihg of their Lord at the resurrection Say, the angel of death, who is set over you shoU 
cause you to die, then shall ye be brought back unto your Lord ’ Flugel reads 
for the Marocei and the ' Am hi-i ’ 
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“ The only eense I can extract from this difficult couplet 
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him ' The Lion replied, ‘ 1 entertain doubts in this matter, and m order 
that they may be removed I will not act, as regards Bamnah, precipitately, 
lest it should turn out that I brmg loss on myself m seeking the advantage 
of others, and, m pleasmg the creature, anger the Creator Until I have 
moat narrowly scrutmiaed the alfair, I shall not think it allowable for me to 
put him to death, amoo I have been compelled to endure all these regrets 
from acting with too great haste in the matter of Shanzabah The right 
plan la not to sacnflce the meritorious and able on a mere suspicion, and 
not to carry out any mandate till the beauty of certainty shews its 
countenance from behind the curtain of douht, nor transgress the purport of 
this saying, which has issued from the exalted mind, and sprung from the 
pure intellect of one of the greati-at sages 

-rcusE 

When a triiiagiession may hdic mot thme eye, 

I’ausL lung ere thou the punishment apply 
With case thou may’s! Badakhahtin’s ruby break, 

Oare crushed, again a gem thou canst not make 
They who m headlong fury draw the steel, 

Shall sharp regrets and vain contrition feel ' 

Here the dialogue between the Lion and his mother ended, and they departed 
to their respective couches When, however, they had conveyed Bamnah to 
prison, and had placed heavy fetters on his foot and neck, fraternal tenderness 
and friendly sympathy lod KaHlah to go and see him As soon as he entered 
the dungeon and his eyes fell on Bamnah, he began to shower down the 
ram of hiB tears from the clouds of his eye, and said, ‘ 0 brother ' how can 1 
behold thee in this calamity and trouble, and what plpasure coni henceforth 
feel m hfe ^ 

TERSE 

Heft of thee, my spirit's solace' con thy loyer longer live? 

Art thou from my bosom banished, what can joy or comfort give? 

‘ Live without mo'' couldat thou s»y it’ ‘nor let porting cloud thy brow'' 

I have swayed a kmgly sceptre, con I play the herdsman now ’ ' 

Bamnah, too, began to weep, and exclaimed, 

COUrCBT 

From my much-loyed friends to part. 

Pangs my breast and breaks my heart 

And all this travail and affliction, and the gnef of my prison and my heavy 
fetters is not so distressful to me as to he compelled to submit to part from 
thee and to be consumed in the lire of separation 


a 2 


' Lit ‘ Shall gnaw the back of his hand with the tooth of regret ' 
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STANZA 

There’s not a night, but parted from the taper of thy chceh, 

My heart, consuming o’er the flame of gnef, is wasted not 
Nor moment, hut ensanguined tears my pallid nsage streak. 

While, tom from thee, I melt away, and weep my hapless lot ’ 

Kolllah replied, ‘ 0 Damnah ' emce affairs have reached this point and 
matters have culminated m this, I might well address thee in severe 
language, for from the beginning of this adventure I foresaw it aU, and 
used the most strenuous admonitions, but thou didst not give heed to them, 
but leant upon thy own weak judgment and emng counsel, and at the last 
the very tlimg has happened which I foretold 

> courLEr 

I hade thee, heart' not thither go, lest thou shouldst he made captive there, 

Thou went'st at length and there befell thee that oi which I made thee ’ware 

And hud I foiled to advise thee at the commencement of this business and 
had chosen to be supine in dissuading thee, T should this day have been the 
partner of thy perfidy, and I could not have addressed to thee such language 
us I do 0 careless one ' did 1 not toll thoc what tho wise implied when 
they said, that ‘ The slanderer dies before his predestined time * ’ The 
meaning of this is, not the being cut off from life or the annihilation of the 
delights of existence, but that a grief arises which mokes life hateful and 
mokes death every moment wished for, .is has happened to thee Assuredly 
death is pleasanter than this life 

COUPLET 

A tliouaand times ’twerc better not to he, 

Than hear the rankling ' cares whiih harass thee 

Damnah said, ' 0 brother ’ thou didst ever speak tlie truth and fulfil all 
the duties of a monitor, but sensual desire and covetousness and ambition 
impaired my judgment, and deprived thy admonitions of their due weight m 
my mind , and although I knew that the mischief of this proceeding was 
infinite, and the danger of it unbounded, I uevertbeless entered upon it with 
the utmost energy — like a sick man who is overpowered by the desire of 
eating — though he knows the injurious consequences, he heeds them not — and 
a person of this character, who cannot refrain from obeying his appetite, 
must submit to all tho calamity and suffermg which is sure to occur to him, 
and if he reproaches any one, it must be himself 

COUPLET 

I must not ’gainst others murmur fur the gnef that rends my heart, 

I have caused my own affliction, ’tis a scU-inflictcd amart ’ 

Kalflah replied, ‘ He is a prudent man, who in the beginning of every 

‘ There is a misprint hero m tho edition of 1861, which might cause trouble to the 
studeut For 4\lat rdsi it should he iltlat-id si In the next line read nasihai for b<u\hat 



CnAPTEU II 


STOHT Till 


229 


affair casta his eyes to the conclusion, and before he plants the shrub 
considers its fruit, that he may not repent of the deed when it is done, nor 
regret the speech when it is spoken, since such repentance and such regrets 
jneld nothing but exultation to one’s enemies and despondency to one's 
friends 

UEHISTICH 

or what avail thy filial sorrow whoa thou didst go wiong at first > 

Damnah responded, ‘ 0 brother ' to have no enemies is the characteTistic 
of a mean spirit, and to live safe and secure is the condition of every 
mean wretch and simpleton Wherever there is a man of high spmt, he 
cannot be i^uit of sharp troubles and vast dangers 

COUPLET 

When wilt thou win the ball of hope with bat of heree desire ^ 

First stake thy head, and then to this high contust-gruund aspire ' 

Koli'lah answered, ‘ Fleeting nches and uncertain office are not worth all 
this care and trouble 

COUPLkr 

I/Ook thou nut lu riches' orehard for the fruit of happinesa. 

Change is all the fruit it beareth, therefore thy fund hopes repress 

Thou ouglitcst not to have cast the ray of thy regard on worldly wealth and 
station, and thou wouldest not have fallen into the pit of trouble and 
difficulty , nor shouldcst thou have sown the plant of rancor and envy, and 
to-day thou wouldest not have gathered the fruit of calamity and disgrace ’ 
Damnah said, ‘ 1 know that I have scattered the seeds of this woe, and 
whoever sows anything will assuredly reap the same 


COUPLET 

Good genders good, from evils, evils grow 
As wheat-seeds, wheat, and barley, barley show 

And I have sown poisonous herbs and cannot therefore look for roae-comflts, 
and now the affair is beyond my control and my hand is unable to grasp it 
The finger-tips of counsel cannot loose the knot of destiny, nor does the 
countenance of successful deliberation shew itself in the mirror of thought 
I have erred wittingly, and sinned with my eyes open, and m spite of 
knowing that the royal gem was not worth the peril of the whirlpool of 
trouble 

COUPLET 

Light at first the toil of ocean seemed in hope of future gain , 

I did mistake, a hundred jewels are not worth one hurncane ’ 

Kalilah said, ‘ Now m what manner hast thou devised thy release, and 
by what passage host thou conceived a way to escape ^ ’ Damnah rephed, 


COUPLET 

‘ A way to flee thy love were hard to find. 
No loop-hole for debate is left behind 
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It appears that the vosbgI of life will be aubmergcd m this whirlpool of 
desISTiDtioii, and that the sun of existence will set in the western region of 
Bimihilation and eztmctioii Yet will 1 m no wise give way to weahnesB, 
nor wiU I spare any devices or atratagoms that can be made available for mj 
reloBBe Sat my gnef ia increased by the apprehenaion that thou mayeet bo 
suspected with me , and, owing to the compamonahip between us, which had 
reached the bounds ef complete accord, thou too mayest fall into the whirl- 
pool of destruction, and if — which God forbid ' — they should inflict pain upon 
thee to make thee utter what thou knowest of my secrets, my distress will 
then be doubled In one aspect there will be thy personal sufferings, and the 
shame that thou shouldcat have fallen into trouble on my account m 
another, no hope of escape will be left to me, inasmuch as the truth of thy 
word is known to aU, and there can be no opposing truthful evidence from 
one like thee, who hast based thy conduct on sincerity and uprightncsa , and 
supposing this to be the case, we shall see one another again only at the 
day of resurreetum, and we cannot hope to meet save at the time of the last 
judgment ' Kalflah replied, ‘ I have heard what thou hast said, and thou 
knowest that I cannot endure the torture, nor sustum the pangs of the rack 
and the agony of pimishment , nor conceal what 1 know , nor, to flatter any 
one, cun 1 speak that which is false and contrary to fact , and oven before 
they put the question I shall stote what has occurred Thy advisable course 
IB to coufess thy crime and to avow what thou hast done, and thus, by 
penitence and contrition, save thyself from suffering in the final state Since 
thou knowest of a certainty that thy end in the present case w'lU be 
destniction, at least, lot not the punishment of tins world be combined with 
the disgrace and chastisement of the next, and if thou must endure the 
pangs of punishment in this transitory state, at least thou mayest avoid 
tasting the bitter waters of torment in the city of eternal existence ’ Damnah 
said, ‘ I will consider of these matters,, and advise with thee on the course I 
may decide upon ’ Kalflah, pained and full of gnef, retired, and indulging 
his heart m a vimcty of distresses and anguish, kid himself down on the 
bed of despondency and ivrithed through the mght, and as morning rose, his 
spirit sank 


HEMISTICH 

It pasBciI, imd mingled all these hopes "with dust 

However, at the time tJiat these woids were exchanged by Damnah and 
Kalflah, a tluef, who was confined in the same prison, and who lay sleeping 
near them, was awakened by their oonvorsation, and having heard aU that they 
said, kept it m mind, and preserved the recollection of it that he might Tnaln. 
use of it when occasion offered 


HhMISTleU 

£iiich epccch ita tunc, ciich sftyjng hsa it£ pl^co 



Cn^PIEK II STOBY nil 


331 


The next day, when the golden-clawed hon of the sun put hunn elf in 
motion m the azure-colored waste of the sky, and the dark-visaged black- 
Bcrolled jackal of the night was hidden in the comer of the prison of 
concealment , 

COOFLXT 

Day's justice o'er the uuivcfse outspread its golden hue. 

And night, that gives injustice sway, her robea around her drew 

Again the court of gnevnnees was formed and embodied Tho lioness 
renewed the disquisition as tg Damnah, and said, ' To leave tyrants olive is 
the same as killing the just, and to treat evil-disposed persons well, is hke 
acting ill to the good 

COITPIVT 

Who benefits on evil men confer. Upon the good no less heap mjuncs ' 

And ho who, although ho has full power over him, suffers the profligate to 
live, or assists tho oppressor, is the accomplice of their debauchery and 
injustice , and the threat ‘ Whoso aids the tyrant, God will girt that tyrant 
absolute power over him,' comes to pass m hia case 

COUPLET 

Sin not, nor take with evil-doers port Nor suffer evil men to please thy heart ' 

The Lion onioinod tho judges to use despatch in transacting the affair of 
Damnah, and to report daily what transpired ns to his treason or the reverse 
Wherefore tl e judges, uud nobles, and notables, and ministers, and high and 
low, met in the court of the grandees and general assembly, and the 
representative of the ka/l turned his face towards those present, and said, 

‘ Tho king displays the utmost urgency as to the mquiry mto the affair of 
Damnah, and investigating that which is laid to his charge , imd has given 
command that until the face ot his affair is cleansed trom the dust of doubt, 
tho judges shall not occupy themsclvcB with any other matter, and enjoins 
that the sentence which is passed with regard to him shall not be mconsistent 
with the reqmremonts of justice, nor swerve from tho path of nght 
towards oppression or mjustice It behoves each of you to declare 

what he knows, for such declaration comprises three advantages of high 
importance The first is that to aid the right, and to raise the banner of 
truth and justice is of great weight in the law of God, and of ineffable value 
in the code of courtesy and creed of magnanimity Tho second is, that to 
destroy the f )undation of injustice, and lay waste the basis of tyranny, and to 
rebuke tho perfidious, is in accordance with the wiU of the Creator, and 
approved by mankind in general The third is, that to escape from the 
deceitful and miBchievous, and to obtain security from peifldious and wicked 
men, is absolute gam, and relief m which all partake ’ When the speech was 

' Th(!9o lines occur in the fourth atoiy of the first Book of the Gulistin See my 
timaUtioii, p 44, 1 B 
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ended, all those who were present kept silence, and from no quarter was any 
answer returned, for they had no certainty as to the affair of Da mn a h , and 
they did not wish to say anything on mere suspicion, lest a command should 
be issued upon what they affirmed, and blood should be spilled at their word, 
though they might dehver sentiments not in agreement with the fects When 
Damnah observed this state of things, his heart was refreshed and rejoiced, like 
the garden of Iram by the breeze of spring He contracted his features, 
however, like one in gnef, and said, ‘ 0 leaders of the faith and of the state ' 
and 0 counsellors of the realm and nation ' were I guilty, I should be glad 
to keep silence, but I am innocent, and no one can lay hands on him who 
IS clear of guilt, and he is excusable if he exert himself m his own 
affair to the extent of his abihty, and 1 desire that every one who is 
acquainted witli aught that affects my case, will state it truthfully, and 
observe what is due to justice therom For hereafter every speech will have 
its reward, and it behoves every one — ^whose word is equivalent to a command 
in setting forth the right, or in putting an mdividiial to death — to dehver his 
testimony without admixture of suspicion or conjecture, and moreover with 
sincerity and flim conviction, and whoever on mere suspicion or doubt 
plunges mo into destruction will meet with what befell that physician, who 
was destitute of science and exponeneo ’ The judges intiuired, ‘How was 
that’’ 
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Damnah said, ‘ They have related that a man without any stock of 
understanding and without the adornment of experience, was laying claim to 
bo B physician He had neither sufficient science nor perfect judgment. So 
ignorant was he in discnminatmg drugs that he could not tell a cocoa-nut 
from Turkish wormwood,* and he was so unskilful in the prognosis of 
diseases, that he could not discern between ophthalmia and gout, and ho gave 
no hoed to the qualities and quantities of medicine in judging os to com- 
pounds, and in writing his prescriptions, he attended not to the kind or 
amount of food and drmk 

COCPLET 

A sorry Icoch ' whoe'er his visage eyed. Ne’er life's fair Imoaments again desoned 

And in the city in which this person hud opened the shop of ignorance, and 
proclaimed his notification for the destruction of men, there was another 
doctor celebrated for his perfect ekdl, and whose visits * were renowned for 
remedies and success His breath was like the breath of Is’ a, “ revmfjung, 
Bud bis step, hko that of Khizr, restoring life 

' Or hyssop 
’ lilt ‘stop ' 

3 Or Jesus The cures of our Saiiour areas renowned among the Muhnmmadaui as 
among Christians 
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BTAKZA 

The oircluig, chongefol vanlt of heaven— did he the wish eipresa — 

Were from ita dizziness at once set free 
And did his fortune-hnngm^ feet the blooming garden bless, 

The aspen of its tremors cured would be 

Tnnnm iir.h, however, as it iB the caatom of perfidious fortune that men of 
ment ever ohtam from the tray of its harshneBs only the morsel of toil, and 
the undeserving bear away from the tables of its benefits the vmnds ot 
abundant honor and diatmction, 

conFiBr 

These times lefusp to purchase merit, therefore breaks my heart, 

For gear then so unvalued, where shall I go seek a mart ^ 

the affairs of this moat learned man of the age and phenomenon of the time 
were on the decline, and the star of the light of his vision was overtaien 
with the eclipse of debility By degrees the light of the world-surveying 
eye of that deor person — by which the vision of the wise was enlightened, and 
the survey of the garden of whose beauty was more agreeable to the pupil of 
the eye of those gifted with sight than to gaze on gardens of flowers — grew 
dim, until the time when no vestige of illumination was left m it The 
hapless man took liis retired scat m the corner of his humble dweUmg, and 
that public impostor' beg.ui to set up his deceitful pretensions out of all 
reason 

coupLtr 

The fairy vcila her visage, the fiend's all cuquotry, 

Iloasou conaumiB with wonder things so unthought to sec 

In a short space of time he was regarded os a physician certain to heal, and 
the fame of his cures was spread by lying rumour from tongue to tongue 
The king of that city had a daughter, such, that from the horizon of beauty 
no luminary Lko her had risen, nor had the perfumer of the mornmg dis- 
played any musk to equal that which was scattered from her curling tresses 

COOPlFI 

Moon-visagcd, muak-diSuemg, hearts’ delight, 

Lifo-giving, heart-onchantmg, hcavonly bright 

Her he had bestowed on his brother's son, and the ecremomes which 
accompany the mamago-knot and the bndol mght, had been performed m a 
m an Ti er befitting royalty and with a lustre becoming kmgs 

COUPLET 

Tho moon as guest was wplcomed by the son, 

And Venus joined with Morenry m one 

And from the conjunction of those two fortunate lummanca a royal gem was 
formed m the shell of her womb It happened, however, that at the time of 


A peculiar phriac, 'dm 
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piirturition an accident ocGuired, and the prmceaa waa seized with serers 
pain They Bummoned the wise physician to the presence and informed him 
of the nature of the lUness The skilful leech, having learned the true state 
of the case, made the prognosis of the disease and said, ‘ The cure of this 
disease is obtainable by a medicine which they call Mihran Let them take 
a fourth part of a dram of that medicine, and pound and sift it, and mu it 
up with a little pure musk and cinnamon, and sweeten it with sugar-candy, 
and give it to the patient, and hei sufferings will be instantly removed ’ 
They replied, ' 0 physician ' where may that medicine be ’ and whom are we 
to ask font ’ He answered, ' 1 have seen m the mcdieine-reiwsitory of the 
pal.iee a httle of this medicine, di posited in a casket of virgin silver, on 
which was set a padlock of pure gold, but now, owing to my want of sight, 

1 am unable to hnd it ' In (he midst of this colloquy, the pretended 
physician come up and said, ‘ I take upon me to discover that inedicme, and 
I well now how to compound that mixtiuo ' The king called him before 
him, and eommanded him (o go to the rejiobiturj of medicine, and having 
brought out the recimrcd drug, to picpare the dnnk which the physician 
had ordered Hereiiiioii the ignor.mt doctor entered the repository, and 
looked for a oabket of the desen])tioii whuh tlu' true physician had men- 
tioned, but as there were numerous caskets of the same character, he failed 
to discover the said medicine, and witlioiit discriminating between them, he 
took up one and brought it out It happened not to he the drug they called 
Mihctin, but a small (juantity of deadly poison, which having been deposited 
Uierc tor state puiqjoseB, was kept in that casket This he opened and mixed 
thi poison w'lth the other mgredients, and having made it into a dnnk, gave 
it to the princess hio sooner did she taste it than she expued When the 
king beheld that event, consumed with regret for the loss of his daughter, he 
raised to the ethenal sky the torch of his sighs, and he commanded them 
to give tho reiimimng portion to that ignorant phjsieian, so that he too 
fell liteless on the spot, and tlu' rei ompeuse oi that unseemly deed reached 
him immediately 

uiuri El 

This IS a whiilisonir inmal, all who evil do, 

Not (nilj iiquTL othi'is Imt ham thiiiischLS too 

And I luive uitioduced this stoiy that it may be known that every action 
that men do tlirmigh ignorance has u disastrous result, and every affair that 
they transact in doubt and on mere conjecture, is fraught with most intense 
danger ' One of those present said, ‘ O Danmah ' thou art oi the number of 
thoBC, the foulness of whose mind is evident to the higher ranks, and the 
mipunty of whoso morals is manifest to those below, and the perverseness of 
thv disposition ai colds with thy shape and form and appearance ' 

The kaz) asked, ■ Whenu does thou utter this speech’ and what pioof 
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hast thou of this remark ^ Thou must recount the proofs of it and declare the 
arguments m support of thy observation ’ He replied, ‘ Sages skilled m 
physiognomy have pronounced that every one with wide eyebrows, whose 
right eye is smaUer than his left, and who is subject to a perpetual throbbing 
of the eye, and whose nose inclines to the left, and whose glance is ever cast 
down to the ground, his ill-omened nature will he fiUod with mischief and 
deceit, and be replete with profligacy and perfidiousness, and these signs are 
to be found in him ’ Damnah answered, ‘ In the commands of God 
partiality and deception are impossible, and m the actions of that holy 
Bemg, error and neglect, and mistakes and faults, are not to be supposed 

CODPLfcT 

Mistakes and faults may spnng from mo and thee, 

In earth’s Creatoi error taniiut he 

If these tokens which thou hast mentioned were really a true proof and 
genuine demonstration, and truth could thus be distmgmsbed from falsehood, 
and oiror fiom coircctness, and right fioin wrong, mankind would then be 
quit of evidence and oaths, and judges might rest from pleadings and 
citations, and hcnoefaiward it would not be well to praise any one for lus 
good deeds or to repruaih him foi his ill-actiona, since no created being could 
divest himself of those marks which, at the time of tlie creation of Lis nature, 
would he made to accompany liini Whi'rcforc, in .accord, mcc with the 
directions which thou hast given, the reward ot the good and the punishment 
of the bad, would be ohlitcaated fiom the pages of the ordmanccs of the law 
and of justice, and had I done this thing — which they say I have — [Let vn 
tale tefui/i' with God Jiom it ') it was owing to these m.iihs having impelled 
mo to it, and since it was impossible to put them away, it is not fitting 
that I should bo overtaken with pimishmenl for them 

COUPLET 

Itobuko la not that wc grow wildly hcri’, 

Fur as tlicj rear ns, such we do appear 

Wherefore by thy sentence I am set free from this calamitous imprisonment, 
and thou .hast given a conviuemg proof of thy ignorance and spunous 
pretensions to be a judge, and hast shewn by an unfounded speech and a 
baaelesa semblance, and an unlummous charge and a declaration not listened 
to, that thou hast made an mcongmoua entrance into the assembly of 
the wise 

coupLrx 

By thy discourse the old and wise now know, 

How far the brani hinge of tliy fully go’ 

When Donmah had delivered this reply, all those who were present, 
placed the seal of silence on the casket of speech, and none was able to utter 
a word more The kazf commanded him to be conveyed back to prison, and 
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they mode a detailed representation to the Lion of what had occurred 
When Damnah, however, had rc-enterod the pnson, a fnend of Ealflah, 
whom they called Eiizbih, passed by Damnah called him, and said, ‘ Since 
yesterday I have no tidings of Ealflah, and at this cnaiB T am most anzious 
for his visits 

COUPLET 

True friend la ho who comes thy hand to press 
In tune of trouhlc and of deep distress 

What news hast thou of him ’ and what excuse hast thou brought for his 
not coming ’ ' As soon as lluzbih heard Kali'lah named, he drew a hot sigh 
from his burning heart, and showering tears of blood from the clouds of his 
eyes, said, 

conrLET 

My heart is gone, then how shall I niy loved one seek * 

Tongue-hound, to whom shall I my sorrows speak ? ' 

Damnah was impatient at the distress of lliizbili, and said, ‘ Declare the 
facts with all speed ’ Ruzbih replied, ‘ 0 Damnah ' how shall I tell them ^ 

VPKSE 

To leave my love cunsumes my inmost htart, 

My breast is wounded and no salve have I 
Like taper bums life’s thread with hidden smart, 

And mv soul's anguish stillts e’en a sigh 

0 Damnah ' that dear friend has migrated from this transitory abode to the 
enduring city, and has iinprcsaod on the hearts of his friends and companions 
the wound ot sep oration 

loupi er 

Com ados, sills ' that of our fnend bereft, Captiic to parting sorrows we are left ’ 

When Damuuh heard the intelligence of Kaliluh’s death, he swooned, 
and when, after a long interval, he recovered his senses, he uttered loud 
laments, and in deepest grief, with streaming eyes, exclaimed, 

BTAK7A 

’ Ahis ' the root of joy’s fair plant is severed nou in twain. 

And of the fruitful branch of mirth no tokens now remain 
Sigh then, my heart ' ray soul's repose is all now swept away, 

Eyes ram down blood for him — now gone — who w as your visual ray ' 

When Damnah had earned his lamentations beyond bounds, and had 
rent the garment of patience with the hand of complaint, while each 
moment he rubbed his face in the dust, and wept m a manner to which none 
could endure to hsten, Biizbib began to exhort him, and said, ' 0 Damnah ' 
thou thysolf knowest that the kmgly and elemal writer ‘ has wntten the 
name of continuous existence on the paper of the life of no created thing, 
and tho pourtrayer of the forms of creation has not engraved the figure of 

' The Tu^hraiiavu is the pcisou who appends the imperial titles, signature, etc , to a paper, 



CHAri'EB U BTOEY IX 


237 


life on the pages of poaailnlity, save with the pen of ‘ Everything »hall peruh 
except Himself' ' nor has the tailor ' of the establishment of etenuty sewed 
the garment of the existence of any hving being without the fringe of 
annihilation, nor has the carpet-spreader of the pavilion of omnipotence 
lighted the taper of entertainment’ without the violent wind of calamity 

STANZA 

Since hcnion has built this struiturc without tlie thorn of woe, 

None ever in life’s garden did the rose of pleasure know 
Life's flower-garden none m Time’s meadow o'er could find 
In all its vernal beauty, safe fiom autumn’s chillmg wind 

This IS a draught which oU must taste, and a burthen which all must bear 
There is no salve lor this wound but patience — no remedy for this disease but 
compulsory endurance 

COUrLNT 

Patience is ncedfiil for this mental pam, 

Save patience, all medicaments are vain ’ 

By these words Damnah was m some degree consoled, and said, ‘ 0 
Euzbih ' right is on my side in this lament, lor Kalllah was to me on attached 
friend and a right-counselling brother, with whom 1 foimd refuge m time 
of trouble, and from whose judgment and consideration and tenderness and 
advice, I could m emergencies denve succour His head was a treasury, 
and all the com of secrets therem deposited remamed concealed from the 
world, and the spy of Time romfuned m despair of beooraing acquainted with 
them Alas ' that that kind friend has removed his ausjucious company from 
my head, and has left me m the corner of the world’s tenement without 
comrade, or associate, or friend, or confidant 

GOUrLET 

To whom shall I my secrets tell, since I can in none confide ’ 

And how shall I, of friends bereft, for my future eounc provide J 

Hereafter what pleasure can I find m life ’ or what advantage will the stock 
of existence supply ^ And were it not that at this crisis various suspioiona 
[of my motives] might iinsc in the minds of men, I could kiU myself with 
lamentation,* and free myself from the pam, of sohtude and the sufferings 
of my friendless condition, smcc in this abyss mto which I have fallen, no 
appearance of escape is visible, without the aid of a friend and the help of 
sympathisers. 

' XuPfui, FI xiviii 88, Mar iivu 87 Sole p 297, 1 9 'And be not thou au idolater , 
neither invoke any other god together with the true God, there is no God but He Everything 
■hall pensh except Himeelf, unto Him belongeth judgment, and before him shall yelm 
assembled at the last day ' 

i Vith such execrable taste do the Fcrsinns ndc their metaphors into the lowest bathos 

* One MS omits za> dfatl, which m tact is inserted only to rhyme with dfati The 
some MS omits the text trum the Kur’lin after kalam, anil reads mutnal ‘ death,’ instead 

* Or ‘ in a piteous manner ’ This passage, partiuihirly the anuati, is obscure 
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From hope's city I must winder forth, alone and fncndlessly, 

Now despair alone is left us, shorn of every remedy 

Euzbih Bai(l, ‘ If KaKlah has fiUpii from the garden of hfo into the 
thorny brake of extinction and anmhdfttion, the plant of tho affection of 
other friends is refruahed and rendeied verdant by the drops of true love 

COUPLET 

Grieve thou not, though in this garden branches of the rose are dead, 

Still the hyacinth curls its trpsscs, still the Nusrln' lifts its head 

Danmah said, ' Thou speokeat the truth, thy existence is a remedy for my 
trouble, and thy life the alleviation of every disaster, and to-day thou art to 
me the very same friend and brother that Kah'lah was before Give me thy 
hand and accept mo as a brother ’ lluzbi'h advanced with the greatest 
alacrity and said, ‘ By this fuvor thou hast boiuid me to thee, and hast set 
up tho banner of my exaltation on the junnacle of the highest places 
How con my faitliful heart discharge its gratitude for this kindness ^ and 
how con my tongue, though lavish in praise, express its thanldulness for 
this blessing’’ The} then took each other’s hands and tied the knot of 
brotherhood, and concluded the ties of companionship and agreement as is the 
custom of such covenants Damnah then said, 'In such a place there is a 
hoard, belonging to me and Kalflah If thou wilt take the trouble to bring 
it here, thy labour wiU not ho unrewarded ’ lluzbih, by the direction which 
Damnah furnished, brought tho deposit. Damnah separated his own share, 
and gave to Euzbih what belonged to Kalflah, and besought Euzhih ever to 
he in attendance at court, and to loam whatever passed with reference to 
him 

IIEHIBTICH 

Duty dnectii a prumise hr fulfilled 

The next day, early in the moming, the honess came and inquired what 
had passed at the late assembly The Lion repeated tho particulars of the 
proceedings m tho manner that the judges had reported to him The 
lioness, having learned the nature of the icport, was vexed, and said, ' If I 
speak bluntly, it may displease the king, and if 1 connive at this I shall be 
acting supinely with relation to my duty as an adviser and a friend ’ The 
Lion rephed, ‘ Forbearance and too great tenderness ore not right m stating 
the heads of salutary counsel, and thy words are certainly clear from all 
mixture of doubt It wfll meet with speedy approbation — offer what thou 
host to say ’ Tho honess said, * The king does not discmninate between 
truth and falsehood, and discems not his own advantage from what would be 


'■ The Dictionary BHjs kowiw is the 'name gf a flower,’ hut addflno more 
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lUjunouB to him , and Damnah, having obtained the opportunity, will raise 
fiome mischief such that the clearest intellects will fail to remedy it and the 
sharpest Bcymitars prove meffcctual agamst it” The Lion responded, ‘Do, 
thou not go away to-day , the affair of Damnah may perhaps be concluded ’ 
The high command was then issued that the judges should assemble again, 
and should le-open the cose of Damnah in a general meeting In accordance 
with this mandate, high and low came together, and the kizf’s deputy 
repeated t^e some discourse which haa been before cited, and demanded 
evidence with respect to Damnah from those present No oue uttered a 
word regarding him, and not a particle ol intormation was adduced with 
reference to him, either good or ill The principal judge turned to Damnah 
and said, ‘ Though the audience befnends thee by its silence, yet the heartB 
of oil ore unanimously convinced of thy treason, and inwardly agree as to thy 
death , such heing the case, what advantage will it he to thee to live among 
this people^ it would bo more suitable to thy condition and bo better for the 
issue of thy affairs, that thou shouldest confess thy crime, and, by repentance 
and contrition, deliver thyself from the punishments of a future state , and by 
dying thou wilt secure one of two dehighta, eithiT that thou wilt emancipate 
others or thyself 

STANZA 

The wise declare, in dealh some plcasuro lies, 

And kindly thus the oxpliiuntion givt 
One of two natures must be Ills who dies 
Or bad, whence others liss ngrtcabl) bve, 

Or muffeneivc, of kind syinpntliics 
So men him lore, and in their bosoms hive 
If good, he from this troublous world gets liee ’ 

If bad, men from his troubling fteod will be 

0 Damnah ' if thou wilt confess tliy gudt, thou wilt aecuro two excellent 
tlrnigs, the remembrance of winch will be perpetuated on the surface of time 
One 18, the acknowledgment of thy crime so as to secure salvation m the world 
to come, and, the choosing the realms of eternity and happiness rather than the 
abode of fleeting existence and affliction The other is, that the renown of 
thy elocjuence and oratorj', and tho power of thy rhetoric and speaking, 
in these fasematmg answers that thou hast given, and these specious 
excuses which thou hast offered, will be spread by the tongues of high and 
low, and thy ability and boldness are known to all thy contemporaries, and 
all wiU testify to thy eminent gifts and understanding Do thou take 
counsel with thy sagacity, and he wise according to the truth of this saying, 
that ‘ death with honor is better than life with disgrace ’ 

COUPLET 

Better to make one’s out well and die, 

Than live dishonored and with infiim) ' 
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Bamnah replied, ' The Vkii ought not to pronounce sentence axicording to 
his own suspicion and the conjoctures of others, without plain proof and clear 
ovidcnCG, nor should ho transgress the tenor of that saying, ‘ Venly a hdlf- 
opinton u a nn,' ‘ and even if you have this doubt, and though your 
minds diould be convmccd as to my guilt, I know my own affairs better, 
and to hide one's own certamty because of another's doubt, is not right in 
judgment nor approved by the laws of rehgion And notwithstanding that 
you, on bare suspicion that I may perhaps have exerted myself to procure 
the death of Shanzahah, have spoken and speak all this, and have thus 
marred my credit, yet should I causelessly aid in my own destruction, and 
unjustly accede to my own execution , on what explanation of the matter 
should I bo excuseablc, and how should 1 exonerate myself from the old 
monition, ' And throw not yourselves with your own hands into perdition 1 am 
fully oonvinceil, too, that no one has the same claims on me that I have on 
myself, and therefore that which I would not allow witli respect to my 
infenor, and out of generous spirit not permit with regard to him, how eon I 
consent to it in my own case ^ ’ 

COUPLET 

My own self to prmpitato I'm fruc, But wliat havo othrr luon to do with mo ? 

0 kazt ’ cease to speak thus, if it is intended for advice, better is 
wanted , and if it be reproach, it is hotter that a kazi should not utter it, for 
the words of judges are orders, and it is requisite for them to avoid mistake 
and error, and jesting and light talk , and very strange is it that thou wast 
always truthful and just, and yet, owing to my ill-fortune and calamity, thou 
hast in this matter laid caution aside, and on thy own suspifions and those 
of interested persons, hast ofiBicted the eye of truth with the opthalnua of 
neglect, 

STANZA 

Each heart, a glad paviliim, is plonishbd by thee. 

To my expectant hcait, then tanst thou a tortuic be > 

In this world's vernal season, thou hloomost bhe a rose. 

And wilt thou to mo notiuiig but thorn on thorn oppose p ' 

The judges of the tribunal of wisdom, by the signet of whose mandates the 
bond of the nurture of merit is sealed, have pronounced the foUowmg 
decision — That the com of my testimony, which is not adorned with the 

' This Ambic proverb is faultily given in both editions The printed edition has dmn, 

' a. sinner ’ The lithographed edition has usnntm, which is no word at all The proper 
reading is i mun ' a sin ' 

^ Kur’fm.Fl 11 191, Mar ii, 196, Salop 21, 1 17 ' CoDtnbuto out of your substunce 
towards tho defence of the religion of God, and throw not yourselves with your own hands 
into perdition , and do good, for God lovcth those who do good ' On which passage 
Sale has the following note , ‘ He not accessory to your own destruction, by neglecting your 
oontnhution towards the wars against infldels, and thereby suffenng them to gather strength ’ 

= I read ildram for the Mrad of tho printed edition, on the authority of the bthoirranhed 
edition and MSS 
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seal of oertamly, is not admitted or recognised as of full weight in the mint 
of acceptance, and whosoever gives evidence in a matter with which he is not 
acquainted, wdl meet with what that Falconer met with ’ The k£z( inquired, 
' How was that ^ ’ * 


STOET X 

Hanufhh said, ‘ They have related that there was a lord of the marches, 
renowned for his eminent qualities, and famed and celebrated for his 
excellent nature and admirable gifts 

COIIPLPT 

Uia mannerfl please, his words the heart delight, 

His sense unbounded and shill infinite 

And this lord of the marches had a wife, who, by her beauty, was a calamity 
to the soul , and by hor grace, a source of mischief to the world Her lip 
was more invigoratmg than the waters of life, and her mouth more sweet 
than a bundle’ of sugai 

VEME 

Her face like fire, her check like water, bright, 

Than sun and moon more dozrhng in ita light 
Her brow the bow, ita shaft she made a look. 

And thus a hundred hearts she captive took 

She combmed with perfect beauty and fascination, the grace of chastity and 
continence, and she adorned her mischief-exciting cheek with the mole of 
devotion and abstinence 

VEllHE 

To worldly matters she had closed her eye, 

Sate curtained by the veil of ohnstity , 

Ee’n to the glass her form would not display, 

And from her shadow shrank, alarmed, away 

And this lord of the marches bad a slave from Balkh,* excessively bold and 
audacious, who forbade not the pupil of bis eye to gaze on that which it was 
unlawful to see, nor cleansed the desires of his breast from the dust of 
debauchery and mischief Now this slave was allotted the office of Falconer 
in the service of the lord-marcher, and was appomted to capture fowls 
One day he caught sight of that chaste lady, and the fowl of his heart was 
taken captive by the snare of her love 

COUPLET 

The faloon of this sorrowing heart amid thy snarEs is captive ta'en, 

Ah ' many is the noble bird that by thy glance’s dart is slain 


’ Lit , ‘ ass load ’ 

* BttVJii may also mean ‘ proud, arrogant ’ 

H 
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However much the alave who had loet hu heart Bh(Kd£ ttie obam of union, 
she was not drawn mto a meeting, and, in spite of all his wishes, ^ became 
not hiB captive, 

• comsT 

All my blanduhments arc yarn with my fair but Bcamful friend, 

Happy they whom with the fair, fortune's fhTormg emiles attend 

The Palconer having girt the waist of ht^e in the desire of capturing that 
peacock of the gardai of beauty, let fly the hawk of contrivance in the air of 
the desire of meetmg, but however much he did so, it found not the way to 
the wished-for nest 

COITPLBT 

Go ' for Borne other bird three arts spply, 

The 'Anki has itb lofty nest too high 

When he despaired of suciess, us la the wont ol evil men, he determined to 
aisail her reputation and employ a stratagem to secure her disgrace , he then 
purchased two parrots from a fowler, and taught one of them in the 
language of halkli to say, ‘I saw the poiter m the house sleeping with my 
mistress ’ and the other to repeat, ' 1 for my part say nothing ’ In the 
space of a week, they had learned these two words One day the lord of 
the marches had prepared a wine-party, and was sitting at his ease on the 
cushion of pleasure, when the Falconer entered, and, by way of an ofl'enng, 
presented the birds I’lie sweet-spoken parrots began their meUifluous 
discourse, and, in occorduncc with their custom, repeated tho same two 
sentences The lord of the marches was ignorant of the language of Tt nlkh . 
hut was pleased at their merry prattle and tho similarity of their words [to 
those of men], and taking a liking to those bewitching sounds, which excited 
joy, he dehvered the birds to his wife, in order that she should attend to 
them and exert herself to climsh them The hapless lady, too, was ignorant 
of the language the birds spoke She took care of them and caressed her 
enemies under the guise of fncnd,s 

COUPLET 

I fed my lusts, they proved my overthrow, 

I knew not 1 waa chenshin^ my foe 

In short the lord of the marches became so accustomed to the parrots that 
he would never sit at the wine-feast without their sweet notes and their 
unnvoled modulabons , and to hsten to their exhilaratmg tnlls he closed 
his oars to the touchmg sounds of the lute, and the excitmg niumurs of tho 
harp One day a party of people from Balkh, came as guests to the lord of 
the marches, who caused the parrots to be brought mto the assembly which 
he prepared for his visitors The buds began, m their accustomed manner, 
to sing the same two sentences When the guests hi'ord that, they looked at 
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one another, and at last holding down their heads, ashamed, remained 
astonished at the droumstanoe The lord of the marches observed that the 
flame of his companions' mirth was quenched and that the pleasurable 
excitement of bis guests was exchanged for amazement and reflection Ho 
Baked for an explanation of this state of things, and pressed them for it 
b^ond measure, and however much his guests excused themselves, he would 
not admit of a refusal One of them, who had more boldness than the rest, 
said, ‘ Perhaps, 0 lord of the marches ' thou art ignorant of what these 
birds say * ’ He replied, ‘ I do not understand their words, but I feel a 
gratification and pleasure m my heart at their delightful tones Do ye 
acquaint me with the meaning of what they say 

COUPLET 

The mght of Sulaimhn ne’er met my eyes,' 

That I should understand buds' colloquies ’ 

They then told the lord of the marches the meaning of the words of the 
parrots, and made him understand the purport of their discourse Hereupon 
he desisted from dnuking, and said, ‘ My friends * excuse me I was 
Ignorant of this matter, and now that I have learned the true state of the 
case, no other excuse is needed In our city it is not the custom to entertain 
in a house where there la a profligate and unchaste wife ’ In the midst of 
this colloquy, the slave who acted as Falconer, tned out, ' I have seen it 
repeatedly, and I boar witness to it’ The lord-marcher started up, and 
gave orders to put hih wife to death The lady sent a person to him with 
this message, ‘ (1 fortunate lord • 

COUPLET 

Wilt thou wo live, or tokesL thou life away, 

Thy will ifl law — a law that all obey 

Nevertheless reflect in this affair, and act not precipitately 

HFMIBTICH 

Haste not to slay me, for 1 am in thy power 

The Wise thmk deliberation requisite m aU affairs, especially m shedding 
blood, smee if it be necessary to take life, the opportumty of doing so is left , 
and if — which God forbid ’ — they should, through precipitation, put an 
innocent person to death, and it should afterwards be known that he did not 
deserve to be slam, the remedy would be beyond the circle of poasibibty, and 
the pumshment thereof would bang to all eternity on the neck of the gmlty 
party 


* I im Ignorant of the alliuion hero Bulmmhn understood the language of birds, but I 
do not know what night la here referred to 
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COBPLBT 

Gm not too hastily thine anger vent, licgt in thr end it rausc thee to repent ' 

The lord of the marches commanded that they should bimg the lady to 
the party and place her behind a curtain, and he told her the state erf the 
case, and said, ‘ Parrots are not of the same nature as men, that what they 
say should be tainted with interested motives They speak what they have 
seen, and the Falconer too adds his testimony to corroborate their charge, and 
this IS not a matter that any^loqucnce can render cxcusabh' 

HFMISTlCH 

Tlioro 13 no nhsulution for this sm ' 

The lady replied, ‘ It is a religions duty to take the proper steps in my 
ease, and whenever the circumstances of it arc rightly known, if I bo worthy 
of death, thou mayest m one instant set thy mind at rest on that head ’ The 
lord of the marches answered, ‘ Ilow can this affair be investigated ^ ' His 
wife replied, ‘ Inquire of the men of HalKli whether the birds know aught 
else in the language of Palkh, save these two aentenees And when 
it IB discovered that, except these two phrases, they utter nothing, it wiU 
oceur to thee that that base and sliiimcless person, whose wish I did not 
grant, and whose i am desire and profligate intentions did not terminate in 
success, lias taught them these two speeches Hut if they can speak anything 
else m that language, it heenmes lawful for fhee to shed my blood, and life is 
to me a thmg prohibited ' The lord of the marches proceeded with due 
circumspection, and for three days the guests examined into the matter 
They heard nothing, however, from the tongue of the parrots except those 
two sentences, and as soon as the innocence of the lady was established, her 
husband abandoned his intention of putting her to death, and commanded 
them to hnng m the Falconer He entered with the utmost eagerness, 
saving to himself that he should, perhaps, obtain promotuiu The lady 
asked him, ‘ 0 cruel and treacherous man ' didst thou behold me do anything 
in violation of God's law' He rephed, ‘Yes, I saw thee’ The instant 
that her pronounced these words, a hawk, which he had in hia hands, attacked 
hia face and struck its beak mto his eye, and tore it out The lady 
exclaimed, ‘ Venly, the punishment of the eye which pretends to have seen 
what it has not seen, is no other than this, ‘ the retnUahon of ml ovght 
to he an evil proportionate thereto ’’ 


ItuT tl vlu 36, Mur idu 39, Sale, p 360,1 27 ‘tVhateiei tliiiigs are given you, 
they are the provieiou of this present hie , but the regard which is with God is better and 
more durable for those who believe, and put thoir trust m their Lord , and who avoid 
heinous and dlthy crimes , and, when they are anjrry, forgive , and who hearken unto theur 
Lord, and arc constant at prayer , and whose affaua are directed by consultation among 
themsolves, and who give alms out of what wo have bestowed on them , and who when an 
injury is done them, avenge themselves (and the retaliation of an evil ought to be an cnl pro- 
portionate thereto ) but be who forgiveth and is reconnlwl unto hik enemv, shall receive 
hlB rev ard from God , for he loyeth not the unjust doers ' ’ 
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COUFLZT 

To pluik tlic eye melignuit out were best, 

For all muat him who pncB for ill detest ' 

And I have introduced this story to the end that ye may know that to be 
bold m calumniating, and to bear witness to what has not been seen, is the 
cause of shame in this world and of disgrace in the next ’ 

"When Damnah’s speech was finished, they wrote it all down on the spot, and 
transmitted it to the Lion, and he showed what passed to his mother. The 
honess, having mformed herself of it said, ‘ 0 king ' all my efforts in this matter 
have been no further beneficial than to cast suspicion on this execrable 
wretch, and hereafter his deceitful artifices will be occupied with compassing' 
the king's destruction, and he will throw the affaus of both kmg and people 
into confusion, and he wiU accompliah more with respect to aU the Pillars ot 
the state than he ventured on with regard to Shanzabah, who was a sincere, 
attached, aud loyal minister, for fiom a bad heart wiU spring nothing but 
bad actions, and from an infirm nature arises nought but mischief and 
audacity 

STANZA 

Hope not the Tlumk's blessings from the on) 

■ Ill-storred , nor that the sparrow hiiwk-liko deeds 

Will do Soon as tin, feet of miscreant foul 
Are raised on high, is't strange if he pioccods 
To scatter all around him mischief’s seeds ^ 

This speech nude a grout impression'' on the heart of the lion, and he was 
oppressed with long and anxious rcflcetions At last he said, ‘ 0 mother ' 
tell me fiom whom tliuu hast heard the tale of Damnali, that I may have a 
pretext for kiUing him She replied, ‘0 kmg ' to divulge tlio secret of one 
who has placed confidence in me, is forbidden by the laws of honor, and a 
secret which they have c oraraittod to me as a deposit, I am necessitated by 
high feeling to preserve I can go so for, I wiU ask that person’ a permission, 
and if he concede it, I will then tell it plainly ’ To this the Lion assented^ 
and the lioness coming out from his presence, honored her own court by 
proceeding thither, and sending for the leopard, gratified hun by a variety of 
honorable attentrons, and said, 

COUPLET 

0 tliou wliuHC wrath destructive is os tune , 

Whose fame like sun-light spreads through every clime ' 

thou knowest the honors which the kmg of beasts vouchsafes to thee, and 
the marks of the royal favor and support towards thee are written m the 

' Makitkr ahudan is hero idiomatically used in the sense of ‘ being rostiicted solely to one 
purpose ' I havo translabed it somewhat freely 

‘ Lit , ‘ if he extend on ovory side the hand of mischief ' 

’ The phriise is somewhat iir 
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volume of moiulbstiition, and for this reason it is inoumbent on thee to shew 
thy gratitude, in order that, according to the promise, ‘ If y6 he thankfui, I 
mil turely increase my favours towards you,’ ' — ^the bounty of the king may be 
duly enlarged ’ The leopard repbed, ‘ 0 queen ' the imperial favour and 
kingly bounty 'which the ruler of this age has lavished and still lavishes on 
his humble servant c ann ot he sufficiently acknowledged by me, whatever I 
might coll m to aid me m the task , nor have 1 the power to evince my thanks 
for a thousandth part of his Mndness, nor for a particle of their ompbtude 

LOliri PT 

Grant that tUc bly'a tangucs dll met in me, Ne'er from the praises due should 1 get free. 

And I have oft traversed the plain of loyalty with the step of praise, and 
nott too, in whatever the empr(>S8 of tho time may be pleased to indicate, 
she will observe nought but submission and devotion ’ The lioness said, 

COUPLFT 

‘Thy woik 18 founded with a manly soul, 

Be generouB now and thus romplcte tho whoh 

IIFMISTICII 

A fax or a no favo) till toinphie 

The Lion at the first communicated to thco the state of his thoughts, and 
thou didst undertake the duty of endeavonng, to the utmost extent of thy 
power, to exact from his perfidious foe vengeance for Shanzabah 

uemisticu 

To-day thou must this covenant fulhl 

The advisable course is that thou shonldcst proceed to the Lion, and truth- 
fully recount what thou hast seen and heard, otherwise the artifices of 
Damnah have reached that height that the Lion will forego the mtenbou of 
putting him to death, and m that case no one will be safe from his mahee at 
the Lion's court, and m a short space he will, by his wily machinations 
bnng destruction on the nobles and officers, and will contnve, by his 
cal umni es and misrepresentations, the rum of everyone concerned m his 
case and who strove to secure his death ’ The leopard repbed, '0 queen' 

I take upon mo the carrying through of this matter * And I hitherto kept 
bock my evidence and withheld this farue testimony, in order that the Invig 
might get a specimen of Damnah’s nature, and become acquainted 'with his 


K„ ^ Mar BT , 8 Sale, p 190, 111 'And when yem Lord declared, 

by tbo mouth of Moses, saying. If ye be thankful, I vnll surely inweaac my favours towards 
you , bat ii yc bti ungrateful^ venly tny puiualu&enb shall be aevore ’ 

’ The tat appears to me corrupt here, mboth the prmted and bth edihons One MS 

uccorduKly, though I would rather suppreae the JhA 
alto jAdjiar, M the MSS allow it, or makethe first acntoicc end at td sub- 

stitute va tor AiA, which would bo biiiter atill 
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subtle oThfloeB and fraud, and hod I, preyious to this, plunged mto frie 
matter and meddled in tiie management of it, (oa the kmg woe unacquainted 
with the tncks of Danmoh and the baseness of his nature, and the wicked- 
ness of hiB disposition,) it is probable that he would have imputed my words 
to selfish motives, and entertained evil suspicions of me But now that the 
aflfair has reached this pomt, I will not neglect the pubhc weal, and if I had 
a thousand lives, and could devote them to secure the king a moment's ease 
of mind, I should stdl be unable to discharge one of all the duties ot 
thankfulness, which I owe him for his favours, and should still regard myself 
as falling short of what loyalty imposes on me 

CODPI.ET 

hath worlds for bis ono h.iir I’d give, but yet, 

Must in both worlds still blushing own my debt ’ • 

The lioness then went to the Lion, and recounted what had passed 
between Kalllah and Damnah, as she had heard it, and dcliveied this 
testimony in the assembly of the beasta These hdmgs bemg bruited abroad, 
the thief also,* who had overheard their colloquy, sent some one to say that 
he, too, had evidence to give The Lion issued his orders that he should 
attend , and he duly bore witness to what had passed between them m the 
prison They asked him why he had not made a representation oi it on the 
first day Ho replied, ‘No sentence is pronounced on the evidence of only 
one person, and I thought it not right to bring punishment, uselessly, on an 
animal ’ “ The Lion approved of what he saad , and on the evidonce of these 
two, it became incumbent to sentence Danmab to be punished, and the 
Bignatuies of the judges having been affixed, all the beasts agreed ui 
pronouncing for his execution m retaliation for that of the Ox 

COUPLET 

£acb foul wbu yowB tbo seod of otbors' pain. 

Will, for big burrost, puiuBbment obtain 

The Lion commanded that they should find and keep him carefully iii ward, 
and that they should withhold his food and torture him with various 
seventies and threats, so that he at last expired of hunger and thirst m tlje 
pnson, and the retnbutive disgrace of his fraud and perfidy reaching him, 
he passed from the hell of impnsonment to the mcarceiration of heU [according 
to the saying] ‘ Arid the utmoit part of the people, which had acted wickedly, 


‘ See p 195, 1 2, of tbe pnnted edition of tbe Fersian text, whence it is evident that 
the leading of the editions here and of same MSS is a grosa mutakc, and that for dU dtgar 
we ahould read dmd digar, as the best MSS have it, or, were the word admiBSibk, dmdu/ai , 
‘ thief^’ which would aeem juatihed by Xarlgar and similar forms 

^ The sense eeems ohacurc here If no sentence would be pronounced, how could the 
punidunent be iiAictel > 
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wm eut off, pratM it unto God, the Lord of all creatures,^ m order that it 
nuglit be known that auch la tlie end of deceivera and the termination 
of traitors 

OlaTICHl 

Whoever places m man's path a snare, 

Himself will, m the sequel, stumble there 
Joy's fruit upon the branch of hindneos ^ows 
Who BOWS the bramble will not pluck the rose 
Since loss or gam arc to our acts assigned, 

Ho good, for 'tis for better good to find 


■ Kur'fic, FI Ti 46, Mar vi , 44, Sale, p 98, 1 25 ‘ And when they had forgotten 

that concerning which they had been admomshod, we opened unto them the gates of all 
things , until while they were rejoiiing for that which had been given them, we suddenly 
laid hold on them , and behold, they were seized with despair, and the utmost part of the 
people, which had acted wickedly, w os cut off, praise be unto God, the Lord of all creatures ' ' 
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CHAPTER III 

ON THE AGREEMENT OF FRIENDS AND THE ADVANTAGES OF THEIR 
MCTUALLT AIDING ONE ANOTHER 

INTBODUCTIOfr 

The Kmg said to the Brdhman, ‘I have heard the story of fnenda 
whose relations, owing to the endeavors of mischievous calumniators, 
terminated m enmity, and thus the innocent party was put to death, and 
how God Most High brought on that perfidious disturber the retribution 
due Now, if the time calls for it, be pleased to explain the state of fiiends, 
one m heart and of one accord, and the way in which they enjoy fruit 
from the plant of friendship and amity, and their placmg back to back and 
standing face to face in repulsmg their foes, and thoir givmg each other's 
inclination precedence over their own ’ The Brahman ropbod, 

6TAN7A 

0 Ktiuariiu of the age ' whose throne is sit 
fiy )usti( e on the azure arched sky, 

Heaven’s piebald couracr ‘ does, for thee, forget 
Hu rage since, tokens of thy victory, 
tiiors on the sun and moon inflicted he 

Know that m the opinion of the perfectly wise and of people of merit and 
approved quabties, there is no com more valuable than the existenue of 
sincere friends, and no rank muie lofty than the attainment of attached 
companions 

CUbPLET 

For young and old, far as earth’s climcB extend, 

Must in some exigence require a fheud 

And assuredly those persons, the cum of whose friendship has been adorned 
with the stamp of smeenty m the min t of attachment , and the shnih of 
whose amity has been watered in the garden of speciahty by the drops of 
unanimity and ohhgmgness, ore a dehght to the soul and the means of 
abundance and success , and the advantage of friends is great, and their 
benefits mcolculable And m the number of them is to he mcluded, that in 
prosperous times they mcreasc the amount of pleasure and happy converse, 
and in disasters they tread the path of assistance and are accompanied by 
companionship and support 

^ Idd ugmflea both ' the wind,’ and ' a steed,’ hence the equivoque in the original, which 
I hare been unable to preserve 
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fiTAJILA 

Got thee a ^end — ho truly Btands bIoik, 

Who m thu worldly pageant thend has none 
Of goods that on m this life attend. 

Not ono can equal an enduring Ai.end 

And among; the number of the Btones which they have wntten on the pages of 
narration ooncommg attached companions and united friends, the story of the 
Crow and the Mouse, and the Pigeon, and the Tortoise, and the Stag, is a 
lucid narrative and sweet tale ’ The King mquired, ‘ How was that ’ ' 

STOEY I 

The BrAhman said, ‘ They have related that in the country of Kashmir 
there was a delightful spot and an incomporablo mead, the surface of whose 
ground — from the profusion of its flowcni — ^was adorned hke the expanse of 
heaven, and by the reflection ol its perfume-shedding plants, the wings of a 
crow showed hke a peacock’s tail 

Foimte hko life's wntera thcio on all sides spring, 

The tulip kindles, too, its lamp of light , 

Upstarts the violet with onamoling 
Of grass , and morn's joung breath reveals to sight 
The ruse's bosom , and there wind-flowers shine 
lake emerald hranches holdmg tups of wine ‘ 

And moamuch as there was much game m that green plam, huntsmen visited 
it the more frequently and everywhere set their snares for the capture of 
BuimalB and the imprisonment of birds , and in the vicmity of that plain, a 
Crow had mode its nest on a large tree, and read from the pages of its 
leaves the maxim, ‘ Love of country ts a part of religion ’ One day, seated 
on the top of the tree, it was looking down and up and to the right and left, 
when, on a sudden, it beheld a fowler, who, with a net on his neck, a pouch 
at his back, and a stick m his hand, was coming towards the tree The Crow 
WB8 alarmed, and said to itself, 

STXBZA. 

0 God I what can the oecurrenoe be, 

Him hither in such hsste to lead P 
Nought know I of the cause why ho 

Comes this way, hurrying with such speed 

And it IS probable that he may have girded hunself to attack me and have 
placed the arrow of deliberation m the how of stratagem to make me hu 
prey , hence caution requires that I keep my place and watch, 


' The anginal has ‘ atomliag on one log ' as an epithet of the memoni' or wind-iloWur in 
thu verse, but ss the idea is simply ludicrous to our histc, I have onuttod it. 
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XEMIGTICH 

Till from tbe curtain what prooeeda I lee. 

The Crow, hiddea by the leaves of the tree, employed the eye of 
expectancy , and the fowler coming to the foot of the tree spread his net 
and havmg scattered some gram over it, seated himself m ambush After 
some tune had elapsed, a flock of pigeons arrived, whose chief was called 
Ring-dove, of clear intellect and the utmost sagacity, and perfect in- 
telligence and strong judgment, and these pigeons agreed m subnuttmg 
to him, and gloned in obeymg and ministering to him, and spent not their 
time save m his service, which was to them the serviee of safety and the 
adornment of then auccessful and happy state As soon ns the eyes of the 
pigeons fell upon the gram, the Arc of hunger began to blaze and the reins 
of choice dropped from the hands of power King-dovo, according to the 
tendomcsa which is due from superiors to mfenors, endeavoured to mduce 
them to reflect and pause, saying, 

COUPIEI 

Not to tho gram, through greed, iiupotnous fly 
Beware ' for siioree benoath each seed may he ’ 

They rephed, ‘ Pnnso ' matters with us have reached the pitch of urgency, 
and our affairs have issued in extreme distress When our crops are empty 
of gram, and our hearts are full of anxiety, we have not the power to hsten 
to advice, nor time to watch tho consec|uences , and the wise have said, 

OOUPLBT 

Hunger meets peril hardily. The sate of life dread not to die ’ 

Ring-dove perceived that he could not restram with the noose ef counsel 
those greedy grain- seekers, nor draw them out with the rope of reproach 
from the pit of mcaution and ignorance 

OOUPLBT 

He who becomea enslaved by greed, Can hardly from those bends be freed, 

He wished to withdraw fr'om them and to escape on one side, but the power* 
of the divme decree bound his neck with the chom of fate, and dragged bim 
towards the snare 

HmnBTiOH 

I blindly foUow, u he draws the heolc 

In short the whole flock of pigeons, at once laying aside caution, alighted. 
The instant that they began to pick up the gram they were caught m the 
fowler’s net Ring-dove exclaimed, ' Did 1 not teU. you that file consequences 
of precipitation are not commendable, and that to enter upon affiirs without 
reifleotiDn, is not to be approved ^ 


' In the original kdvd, ‘leader ’ 
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comaT 

Thu path of love la full, my heart ' of terror and dismay , 

Ho stumhloB aha, too hastily, would hurry on this way 

The pigeons were quite overcome with shume and alarm, and the fowler, 
iBBumg from hiB place of concealmont, was running with the utmost dehght 
towards them, m order that, having seized and secured them, he might return 
homo As Boon as the pigeons beheld the fowler they were distracted with 
fear, and each flapped its wings and struggled to free itself Hing-dove 
exclaimed, ‘ 0 comrades ' you are exerting yourselves each for his own 
release, while you are all careless of your companions' safety, 

HEMISTICH 

And acts like those ill suit fraternity 

Among fnends, it has been declared that they ought to think of their com- 
panions’ safety before their own, as once on a time two comrades were sitting 
in a vessel, when, suddenly, near the shore, the vessel foundered, and both 
fell into the water A boatman on the shoie plimgcd into the water, and 
tned to save one of them, but whichever he wanted to rescue, called out, 

I ourLFT 

In this dread troublous vortex, 0 my friend ' 

Leave me, and first to him thy arm extend ’ 

And if yon have not sufftciont tiimnesa to prefer your eomrude’s life to your 
own, and to esteem his safety more precious than yours, at least, let all of 
you, with mutual consent and co-opciation, put out your stiength, so that, 
perhaps, by the fortunate influence ot this unanimity and agreement, the net 
may ho raised from its place and wo may all obtain deliverance ' The 
pigeons did as they were directed and aU made a common effort, and by this 
manmuvre, tore up the net and made off The fowler, notwithstanding this 
circumstance, followed on then traces, and hoping that they would at last 
get weary and fall, went on with his eyes fixed in the oir The crow 
thought to himself ‘ It will take a vast interval of time before a similar 
strange oocurrenoe comes from the womb of nonentity into the expanse of 
existence, and I, myself, am not safe from an accident of this nature It 
wiU be better to follow them with speed that I may learn how their oflair 
terminates, and storing up that experience for my future life, moke use of it 
in the time of need 

couriPT 

Shore of eipenence do not then refuse. That thou m time of trouble may it use 

The Crow flew after them, and Ring-dove with his flock flew on, hearing 
the net, and the greedy and audacious fowler, fixing his eyes upon ‘ them 
traveled onward. When Ring-dove observed that the fowler still foUowed thepi 
and that his appetite being stunulated uiged him not to rest until he had 
laid hands upon them, he turned to his companions and said, ‘ This hostile 
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person has prepared with the utmost diligence to pursue us and is bent upon 
killing us, and until we disappear from his sight he will not give us up 
Our best course is to make for inhabited places and to fly towards orchards 
and trees, that his view of us may be intercepted and that ho may turn back 
in despair and ashamed ’ The pigeons, in accordance with his direction, 
sped on and hastened from the wild waste and desert towards buildings 
When tho fowler lost sight of them, he turned bock with extreme regret, and 
the Crow flew on as before, in order to learn the circumstances of the pigeons’ 
release, and treasure them up as a means of averting a similar danger, 
and as a remedy for an occurrence of tho same nature, m accordance with 
the maxim, 'Sappy la lie w)w la taught ly the lesson of others ’ 


The wise IS he who, testing loss and gain, 
Attentive shares the lessons of his friend, 

Takes that from which his comrades good obtain, 


Shuns whit to th5 


! hurtful in the end 


h^mjroyea hu 

The pigeons, freed from tho terror o^^B fowler, referred to Ring-dove as 
to the means of liberating tbcmaclvcs from the net, and that wise and 
prudent bird, after long reflection and consideration, replied, 'I am 
constrained to think thit there is no escape from this perilous position 
without the help of a faithful friend 


HPMISTICH 

None unattended cun this road loniludr 

In this neighbourhood there la a mouse, Zirak by name, distinguished among 
my friends by hia superior faithfulness, and prc-cmincnt among aU my 
comiades and those who have a regard for me in the rode of friendship 

COUPLET 

A true companion and o fiiind sinccic, 

Love in liis aits and faith alone appear 

It IS probable that by his aid some moans of escape from these fetters will be 
found and a plan offer itself for our release ’ They then alighted at a rum 
where the mouse dwelt, and, approaching his hole, rapped with the knocker 
of the door of eagerness When the voice of Rmg-dove reached the oar of 
Zirak, he came out, and when he beheld his fhend bound in the fetters of 
calamity, he caused tears of blood from the fountain of his eyes to flood the 
expanse of his cheek, and raised to heaven sighs of gnef from his cansunimg 
heart, and said, 

VEBSE 

‘What state is this I see, what state is it> 

In such a state I cannot pationt he 
How can I, comrades, bore inactive ait, 

When a dear fnrad inipriaonod thus I see? 
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0 beloTed fhend ' and 0 oompaman suited to my mmd ’ by what stratagem 
didst thou fall mto this net, and &om what cause wast thou oyertaken in this 
distresB ’ ’ lling-doye replied, ‘ A yanety of good and ill, and diyers gains 
and losses, have been bound up with the decrees of fate 'Whateyer the 
writer of the supreme wiU msciibes with the pen of predestination m the 
tnbunal of eternity on the pages of the affairs of created things will 
asauredly come forward mto the field of existence, and to endeayour to ayoid 
or ahnn it is altogether unayailmg. 

□DCFLKT 

Bitter and sweet the pen has traced, my son' 

What does fate reck, thongh thou look sourly on ’ 

And the divine wdl and God’s decree have plunged me into this vortex of 
dostruction, and displayed to me and my compamons the gram, and although 

1 dissuaded them from outing with levity and preupitatnn, and rebuked 
them for their haste and neglect of caution, the hand of destmy drew down 
before the eye of my yiaion also the curtam of carelessness , and clear- 
sighted reason, and tar-secing prudence kept me behind the dark screen of 
Ignorance and folly, and thus the whole of us were aU at once overtaken 
With the hand of trouble and the claw of calamity ’ The Mouse rephed, 

' Oh strange ' that one like thee, with all this shrewdness and sagacity, could 
not resist the disastrous influence of fate, nor avert with the shield of 
stratagem and counsel the shaft of destmy ’ Ring-dove answered, ' 0 Zlrak ' 
cease those words, for those who, m strength and power, and reason and 
foresight, are supenor to me , and m dignity and wealth, and excellence and 
perfection are before mo , cannot contend with the eternal decrees nor withdraw 
their heads from the mandate of Him who has no declme, ' There le none mho 
em avert Jha decree, and there ta none to reverae his judgment ' * When the 
ruler whose commands all obey, moves the chain of TTis purpose, he 
transports the fish from the bottom of the ocean into the expanse of air, and 
the bird from its aerial height, he bnngs down mto the centre of the earth , 
and there is no resource for any creature m the decrees of destmy and 
providenoe but to acc^uiGsce and be resigned 

DISTIOH6 

Though all earth's atoms struggled to bo free, 

They could do nothing against God’s deerss 
Whon fate's dark features from tho mantlo* nao. 

Of sight and hearing both thsy rub the wise 

1 Kur-tn, FI mu , 41 , Mar 43 , Sale, p IBB, 113 ‘Do they not see that we come 
into their land, and strniten the borders thoreof, by the conqueat of the true bchevera ? When 
Ood judgoth, there is none to rivorso His jud™cnt, and He will be swi t m taking am 
account.’ 1 have been unable, huwMer, to find the first half of the saying in the Ku'r&n 
it IS probably therefore proverbial ' 

> Okar!^ baa several very different meaning*. It may aigni/y ' the sky,’ or ' the collar of 
a coat ’ Thu latter sanae, 1 think, it bears in the present passage , though I have tmudated 
it ‘ mantle ' aa being somewhat more poetical 
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Fuh OB the shore from ocean’s breast are test, 

And soanng buds m oerth-set siures axe lost 
Fate lihe an angry tempest is, manVmd 
The feeble straw swept headlong by the wind 

And thou must know that in the matter of the issue of the mandate of fate, 
the wise and the fool are alike, and in the whirlpool of deatmj tlie poor 
peasant and the woild-conquenng king are on the same footing. 

COUPLET 

Tbou mayst have gold or mayst be strong, thou canat not change fate's mandates therefore, 
Nor IB it fit to God’s decree to answer with a ‘ Why ? ’ or ‘ Wherefore ! ’ 

Zlrok replied, ‘ 0 Hmg-dove ’ be of good cheer, for every garment that the 
habit-maker of the Divine WiU prepares for the person of any individual 
attendant of the court of God’s worship, whether its coUar be adorned with 
the button of wealth, or its skirt worked with the border of distress, is 
indubitably a pure favor and absolute beneficence And the chmax of this 
bounty is that the creature remains ignorant of its nature, nor sees the 
recondite mercy involved m it,‘ and with reference to this they have said, 

COUPLET 

Lees or pure, to thee 'tis nothing, thou hast drunk the beverage up,’ 

All the Filler gives is kindness, with whate’er He fill the cup 

And if thou dost well consider it, what has befallen thee was for thy good , 
and the wise have said, ‘ The pure honey is not found without the cniel 
stang, nor does the rose of joy grow up without the thorn of trouble ’ 

HEMISTICH 

Full many a wish m diaappoinlmeut lies ’ 

And when Zlrak had finished this discourse and began to busy himself m 
severing the meshes which confined Ring-dove, the latter exclaimed, ‘ Kmd 
fnend ' first undo the fetters of my companions, and after thou hast satisfied 
thyself of their release, come to me ’ The mouse, paying no attention to 
these words, went on with his work Ring-dove said again, and with 
greater emphasis, ‘ 0 Zlrak ' if thou desirost to please me and act true to thy 
ohhgationB as a friend, it is requisite for thee first to release my fraends, and 
by this favour, thou wilt place the chain of obbgatiQn on my neck ’ The 
Mouse answered, ' Thou hast reiterated this remark, and host laid expesaivc 
stress upon it But carest thou not for thine own life ^ and dost thou not 
admit the duty of self-preservation or negleotest thou the maxim, ‘Begin with 
thtne own self'^ Ring-dove rephed, ‘ Thou shouldest not reproach me, for they 
have written out for my name the diploma of the chieftainship of these 

‘ The hiding from man his future (which, be it what it may, is fur the best] u the 
greatest of meruias 

’ The MSS and the editions vary much in this hne The lithographed edition reads 
ilam dvr AuA ‘ keep silence,’ ft)r the Wmmh dvr huh ‘ drink pleas^th ' of the printed edition 

’ A proverb simihr to our ' Chanty begins at hnme ’ 
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pigeona, and I haFe mado myself responsible for superintending their Bfiktrs. 
Inasmuch as they are my subjects, they hare just claims upon me, end 1 too 
havo claims upon them, because I am their prince, and now that they hare 
faithfully discharged their duty to me, and that by their aid and assistanoe 
I hayo escaped from the hands of the fowler, I too ought to acquit myself 
of the duties which belong to me, and perform the functions of a leader , and 
every king who seeks his own ease, and leaves his people entangled in the 
bonds of trouble, it wiU not be long before the draught of his happmess is 
discolored, and the eye of his fortune darkened 

rOUPLBT 

In thy dnimniane will bo rest fnr none, 

If thuu Ehould'st seek for thine orn ease alone ’ 

The Mouse answered, ‘ The king is to his people what hfo is to the frame, 
or the heart to the body , wherefore, the first thing wdl be to take care of his 
condition, smcc, if the heart is whole, there cannot result so much detriment 
from the lU-state of the members, but if — which God forbid ' — the heart be 
injured, the safety of the limbs is of no use whatever 

COOPLEl 

What harm though serrants bo dimuiishM, 

If a hair fall not from the monarch's head ’ 

Bing-dove rejoined, ‘ I fear lest, if thou shouldst begm to remove my 
bonds, thou mightest become weary, and some of my companions might oe loft 
imprisoned , while, as long as I am bound, though thou be utterly tired, thou 
wilt not forsake me, nor will thy feelings suffer thee to neglect to set me 
free, and, moreover, we have been partners m calamity, and honor demands 
that our release and freedom too should be simultaneous 

TBH8F 

Dost boast of friends ’ then boast his fnendBhip, who 
Acts like a friend in joy and sorrow too 
They who in joy alone their friendship shew, 
bpeak not of them, they but augment thj woe ' 

The Mouse answeied, ‘ This is the custom of the magnanimous and the 
fundamental principle of the generous , and by this laudable disposition and 
amiable temperament, the confidence of people in thy friendship becomes 
more unclouded, and the reliance of thy subjects on thy beneficence and high- 
mindedness is increased 

COUPLBT 

Thy hopes of friendahip on the man derolre, 

Who can things adrerse and entangled solve ' 

Then Zfrak, with the utmost energy and ineffable zeal, severed the meshes 
of Bing-dove’s companions, and, lost of all, released the neck of Bmg-dore 
himself from the chain of calamity The pigeons bade him farewell, and, 
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safe and Becure, returned to their own nesta, and the Mouse retreated into 
hia hole. A^en the Crow beheld the Mouse’s asaiatance, and how he undid 
the meshes, he lon^d to secure his friendship and alliance, and Tiewing his 
fidelity and fi:atemity as a rare blessing, said to himself, ‘ I can never be 
secure from the adventure which befcl the pigeons, and, consequently, I can 
never be indifferent to the friendship of such a person as this, who renders 
help m adversity 

VEOSE 

Of mere compauions both the eiat and west 
Arc Ml, but those one really wants, arc feu 
Many hnng round thee from self-mtoii'st, 

To those who help, the name of ‘friend’ is due 

The crow then flew lightly down to the door of the mouse's hole, and 
called out The Mouse asked, ‘ Who art thou ^ ’ The Crow replied, ' It is 
I, the Crow, and 1 have urgent business with thee Zirak was a mouse of 
prudence, who had experienced many vicissitudea and seen both good and 
ill fortune, and he had in that place prepared many holes for places of 
refuge, and had cut passages from one to the other, and ho was in the habit 
of making ready for emergencies before they occurred, and of providing for 
all things wisely and prudently When ho heard the Crow’s voice, he 
recoiled, and said, ‘ TMbat hast thou to do with mo or what connection have 
I with thee ^ ’ The Crow recounted the case from begmning to end, and 
informed him of his acquaintance with his fldehty and excessive truthfulness 
in the matter of the pigeons, and said, ‘ I have discovered thy perfect honor 
and loyalty, aud goodly generosity and discharge of duty, and know how those 
pigeons reaped tlie frmts of thy friendship, and the consequences of thy amity , 
and how they obtained deliverance from that whirlpool oi destruction by the 
blessing of thy constancy and attachment I have bent all my energies to 
secure thy friendship, and am here to go through the prelimmanes for 
commencing our intimacy 

COUPLBI 

Tu thcc our hearts eipoctant look Lu ' now 
Our wish IS told, tke arbiter art tbou ’ 

The Mouse rephed, ‘ The path of companionship between me and thee 
IS closed, and the road of intercourse shut 

COUPLET 

Ifo profit in the mart with thcc, but deadly penl meets my eyes, 

For m OUT fhcndahip's path a gulf, than east and west more distant, liea 

Go ’ cease attempting to weld iron that has not been heated, nor take steps 
m pursuit of a thing, the attainment of which is every way surrounded with 
difflcultieB , for the pursuit of that w}iich comes not within the range of 
possibility, is like trying to impel a ship on dry ground or to gallop a horse 
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on the sur&ee 4 the eea, and whoever labore in searoh of impoaGibw^Nl 
inakeB hunaelf an object of ndicnlo, and does hut display his own igDorence 
to the wise 

OOITPLBT 

SemoTo thy not and other ^ame pimiie, 

Thy noose u ram for that thou hast in notr ’ 

The Crow replied, ‘ Forbear to speak thus, for the generous leave not the 
needy unsatisfied, nor do the neh stnkc the hack of their hands on the^ 
Bupphuitmg foreheads of those — ^whoever they may be — who seek their 
portals , and I have taken refuge, at this threshold, from the vicisatudeB of 
fortune, and have made thesg doors my asylum and retreat ftnm the chances 
of revolving time 

COUPLET 

Tliy sheltering door alono I snfo can trtad, 

And at thy threshold only rest my head. 

Now that I have made the dust of this thoroughfare the place of my 
attendance, and consider my honor pledged to the service of this sanctuary, 
no ill-ti'eatmcnt will make mo turn back, nor any contumely drive mo 
elsewhere 

COUPLET 

Smite me with thy vongofal sabiu, sovereign power rests with thee, 

Or I how m willing service, if this honor thou decree ’ 

The Mouse rejoined, ' 0 Crow ’ desist from those artifices, nor scatter the 
grain of deceit before the net of dissimulation, for I woD know the disposition 
of those of thy race, and smoo our natures are diffenmt, I shrink fl’om thy 
society 

HEMISTICH 

'Tis anguish to the spirit with a different race to dwell. 

Nothing can now make me secure with thee, and whoever chooses the 
compamonship of ono with whom he can never he sboutb, will meet with 
what the PaTtndge met with ‘ The Crow asked, ‘ How was that ? ’ 

STORY ir 

The Mouse replied, ' They have related that on the skirt of a mountain a 
Partridge' was proudly walking, and the echoing sound of its merry cry pealod 
through the vault of heaven It happened that a bird of prey, a hawk, was 
flying there When its sight fell on the graceful movements of the Partridge, 
and the sound of its ^ee caught its ear, it longed in heart to associate 
with it, and began to inscribe on the tablet of its imagmatiDn the traoes of its 


' The itodit-i dari is said, m the diofioimij, to be ‘a 1 i|Mutifiil sort of psibidEa,'’ ZoWe, 
and, bsoause its note u described os so plcasmg, I tako it to be ' tbo black which 

11 not only a very beautifnl biid, but has the most joyoos imticiag my tmagiiiahlSi 
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VPHdup. It reflected that in this world erery creature stands in need of 
a anitable companion, and cannot do without an agreeable friend and kind 
associa^, and tliat it has passed into a proverb that ‘ where friends arc failing 
there is ever ailing . ' * 

covrusi 

He whose delights no fhondly comrajc shares, 

His tree of joy on earth no produce hears 

and that this Foxtndge would be a friend of comely countenance and smiling 
aspect, light-hearted and graceful, and that in the society of such a com- 
panion, the mind would be refreshed and gratified, and the bosom cheered 
and soothed by the friendship of such an ally 

aVATHAIN 

I want a friend, say who that friend should bo ? 

One who my progress from all knots will free, 

No dust of pain will on the gloss remain 
Of mj tlear spirit, when his form I see ’ 

Ho then softly inchned towards the Partridge, who, when it saw him, 
cautiously cnaoonood itself in the fissure of a rock The hawk, descending 
from the air, alighted m front of that cleft, and stated what had 
ocomred, saying, ‘ 0 Partndge ' hitherto I have been blmd to thy 
perfections, and thy exooUenoe and tronscendant merit have been hid from 
me To-day thy imrthful cry has occasioned such joyous emotions m my 
heart, and thy bewitchmg movements have so captivated me, as to make me 
trust that thou wilt not henceforth stand in dread or awe of me, and that 
thou wilt he disposed to become my friend and associate, since where 
friendship precedes, happy results follow, and the tree of amity bears for its 
fruit the object of one's wishes 

COUPLET 

Such fruit grows on the tree of amity, 

The more we pluck, the more its beughs supply 

The Partndge replied, ‘ 0 conquering hero ' sufibr this helpless afllicted 
one to escape, aud be pleased to devour some other partndge, and deem 

COUPLET 

That I on thee should tranquil look, ulus ' this were but idle schemuig, 

That union grow 'twixt thee and me, forgive me, God ' 'tis nought but dreaming 

Whenever water and fire consent to blend together, then one may conceive 
that friendship might anse between thee and me, and when sun and shade 
can be associated, it wiU bo supposable fkat we can become companions 

unnisiicin 

Csaao from this foniy, which can ne’er take place ’ 


‘ I have made a focblo attempt to retain the play on words in the onginal, where it ydr 
‘friendlssa' chimes with Hmdr ‘sick ’ 

s 2 
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The hawk replied, ‘0 friend' reflect that it can be nothing but 
frieniMiip which could lead me to speak kindly to one hke thee My daws 
are not ^lown weak, that I should fail m making prey of auch as thou art, 
nor has my beak becomo powerlcas or dehihtated that I should fail to secure 
any food There la no more in it than this, that the desire of fellowship and 
ftntemity with thee, and the wish for propinquity and attachment to thee, 
induces mo to agitato the chain of friendship , and thou mayest anticipate 
many advantages from associating with me And among these the first wiU 
be tliat when birds of the same apccica with myself observe that I foster 
thee under the shadow of the wings of my protection, they wiU withdraw 
the hand of violence from thy skirt and wiU survey thee with respect , and 
thou, with mind at case, mayest wander over mountain and plain Another 
advantage wdl be that I will convey thee to my own nest, so that thou wilt 
bo elevated to a superior station and a lofty abode, and wilt he advanced in 
digmty above thy fellows Moreover, 1 will bring thee a partner of thy 
own kind, gentle and beautiful, whom thou mayest in real truth desire to 
espouse, so that embracing her with the hands of enjoyment thou mayest 
pass thy time to the wish of thy heart 

COUPLKT 

Tune shall not wrong, nor heaven distross thio more, 

Thy hopes all won, thy joj-rup bnmmmg o’er ' 

The Partridge answered, ' Thou art the ruler of the birds and the reins of 
dominion over them ore m the grasp of thy option, and I am one of thy 
subjects and of those who pay thee tribute, and the like of mo are not 
dev Old of vveakuesses and infirnutics, and at tho time when I am aided by 
thy favor and hope for thy support, it is possible that I may do something 
which may displease thy august mind, and the talons of my lord’s anger may 
destroy me It cannot hut be best that I Should content myself with 
retiremout and not lift up the banner of service in thy command, which is 
fraught with danger to me 

COCPLET 

To gaze upon the sun's bright face I m myself no btacss see, 

Letter that, like the shadow, mock hchuid the wall I prostrate be ' 

The hawk rephed, ‘ 0 brother ' host thou not heard and learned that the 
eye of friendship is hhnd in di",covenng faults, and that everything that 
proceeds firom a fnend, though it be the greatest of blemishes, seems the 
chaefest of beauties 

OoePLET. 

Poison from thco thy fnend would sugar deem, And of his praises make thy faults tho theme 
And Binoe I survey thy actions with the eye of friendship, and inscnbo the 
wntmg of thy words and adventures on the volume of attachment, how 
could I trace the character of error m thy discourse ’ or how interpret anuse 
aught that thou oouldst say or do ’ 
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HEMiexicH 

■ Tho oyc of fnondahip no’ or cbji boo a fault ’ 

Although the Partndge repeated many excuses worthy of heing approved, tho 
hawk rejoined to them with satisfactory answers, and at last, hy promises and 
a Bolenm covenant, he drew the Partridge out of the hole, and they then 
embraced one another, and ratified their agreement by oaths , and the hawk, 
taking him up, conveyed him to his own nest, and mutually pleased With 
each other, they passed their time m amusement and mirth When two or 
three days had passed in this mannci, and the Partndge felt safe with tho 
hawk, ho began to adopt on insolent tone, to speak with too great freedom, 
and without any reason, burst mto laughter in the midst of conversation , 
while the hawk magnanimously appealed not to hear it, and forbore to 
punish it Nevertheless, resentment found room in 'his breast, untd one day 
he suddenly became shghtly indisposed, so that he was unable to stir 
in seareh of food Ho passed the whole day in his nest, and when 
night camo and hia crop was emptied of the food it contained, the fire of 
hunger blazed up and act hia savage nature in motion, and tho feelings of 
irritation against the Partndge, which he had stored up m the course of time, 
made him furious In vam tho monitonyrcason presented to his eyes his 
promise and compact, he did not glance at it with the eye of consent, and 
was socking for a pretence to break lus agreement and devour the Partndge. 
The latter observed the signs of wrath m his coiintenaneo, and with the sight 
of hia eyes perceived that his destiucUon was at hand Hi awing a cold sigh 
tfom his afflicted heart, he said, 

CUUFLEl 

'Liko lover blessed, I cried, rejoicing, ‘ I have von my vishcs’ pearl,’ 

Out little knew vbat giant surges tins deceitful sea could burl 

Alas ’ that at the beginning of this adventure, I did not cast my eyes to the 
conclusion, but associated with one of a different race, and forgot tho precept 
of tho wise 

HEUtS'lICH 

A coitirode of a different race avoid 

Consequently, this day the vessel of my life has fallen into a whirlpool, such 
that the manner of deliberation is unable to set me free , and the cord of my 
existence is broken m such wise, that the finger-tip of thought is baffled ui 
attempting to unite it 

COirVLET 

My fhend unfaithful and my life despair. 

Heaven grunts no tidings, nor fate hoars my prayer ' 

Thus was he soliliquizmg, and meantime the hawk was unfolding his cruel 
talons and whetting his blood-shedding beak with the venom of tyranny, 
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aa hia first moasuie, sought o pretext* agamst the Furtndge The latter, 
cautiously obscrrant, toot core to be thoroughly respectful, so that the hawk 
found no excuse for attacking him At length, loomg patience, he called out 
angrily to the Partridge, ‘ Is it fl^tting that I should be in the sun and thou 
pass thy tune ui the shaded’ The Partndge rephed, ‘0 world-subduing 
printe ! now it is night, and the shades of darkness have enveloped the whole 
world By the heat of what sun ore you distressed ’ and what thing is it 
that affords me the convcmencc of shaded’ The hawk rephed, '0 thou 
insolent one ' dost thou make mo out a liar, and deny my assertion ’ I will 
give thee thy punishment ’ He had no sooner uttered these words, than he 
tore the Partridge m pieces 

And I have adduced this story that thou mayest know, that whoever 
associates with those of a different race, and passes his tune with one 
fium whose injuries bia cannot bo safe, his hfe, like that of the 
mountam-partndge, is sacrificed to his companionship,* and lost In 
the same manner I am thy food, and 1 can never hve secure from thy 
appetite Wherefore, how can tho road of amity between me and thee 
ho opened ’ or in what manner can the requisites for an aUiance bo pro- 
curable The Crow answered, '0 Zfrak ' refer the matter to the decision of 
thy own judgment, and perpend it well, and reflect, What advantage could I 
gum by mjuring thee, and wore I to devour thoo, how far would it satisfy* 
mo ^ while, in thy personal existence and the acqmsition of thy friendship^ 
there are a thousand advantages, and a hundred thousand honofits discemahlo 
Besides it is not seemly that I should have traversed a long and distant 
journey to seek thee, and thou avert thy face from me, and smite the breast of 
my hope ivith the hand of discouragement , nor is it fitting that thou, posseased 
of the kindly disposition and serene mmd that thou hast, should slight my 
claims as a stranger, or that the poor should retire from thy threshold 
discomfited 

COUPLET 

Frsiso bj tho euro of poorer men is camed, 

Why has your city not this canon learned f 

And from tho excellent quahties that I have observed in thee, I do not 
suppose that thou wilt altogether refuse to sufl'er mo to partake of thy bene- 
ficenoe, and to perfume with the exhilaratmg odor of thy courtesy, the 
nostnls of my expectation 

KEMISTICII 

Thyself art pour, then irbcn wilt thou to poor men favour show ^ ’ 

* Lit ‘ Made the seeking pretences his van-moiiiiiro ’ 

* I feel cunsidecablo doubt as to this passage 1 take the Jtardah in the senae of 
Jidd lardah 

* lienee I oondude that mksh in thissto y ai^ufies ‘ a mouse,' and not a rat, which could 
hardly be considered a small repost for a crow It is strange that there u not a distinct 
word for ouch animal in I'ersian 
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The Mouse answered, ‘ There is no kind of enmity so grave in its effects as 
that implanted hy nature. For if an accidental hostility dhould anso between 
two persons, slight measures may suffice to remove it, and a tnfhng cause 
may dispel it But if enmity has sprung up m the ongmol nature, and its 
consequences have implanted themselves m the minds of both parties, and if 
to that hereditaiy hostility be added now reasons for hate, and former dislike 
be combmed with subsequent quarrels, the removal thereof cau m no wise enter 
the circle of possihihty, and the getting nd of it is altogether beyond the limits 
of human power, audits extmction mvolves the annihilation of both particB. 

UEUISTICH 

Till the head goes, that thought the head loavoa not 

And the wise have said, ‘^Natural enmity is of two kmds The first is 
when the Injury resultmg from it is not confined to one of the two parties. 
Now the one is vexed by the other, and now the injury is reversed, as in the 
case of the elephant and the lion, who cannot meet without a contest. Yet it 
does not foUow that the victory is always on one side, and that the other will 
as constimtly be put to flight But on some occasions the ragmg Hon is 
triumphant, and on others the furious elephant is the conqueror Now this 
kind of enmity la not so mtensu that its wounds cannot be salved, because the 
party with which the victory remains, his hcait will undoubtedly be pacified. 
The other kind is where tlie injury is always on one side, and the advantage 
on the other, like that ot the mouse and the cat, and of the wolf and the 
aheep , and where the pain is restneted to one party, and the pleasure to the 
other, and this enmity is so powerfid that not the revolution of the sky can 
change it, nor the vicissitudes of tunc undo its knot and whore it is known 
that one party aims at the hfe of the other, without there having boen a 
previous attempt m tuno past from that other party, or the possibdity 
of injury from him m the future, how can a reoonciUiation take place there ^ 
or, how can mtcrcourse there be earned on ^ 

vaasE, 

Wtien day and night together meet, 

And shade With sunshine blends, 

Then I with thee will take my sent , 

Yet, even thou, 

Discerning men 
Would ndiculo such friends' 

The Crow rephed, ‘ Pmse be to God ! no hostility from me to thee was 
mixed up m my onginal composition, and if m those of my race a fortmtous 
enmity has sprung up to thee, the mirror of my heart, at least, is free from 
the dust of malignity, sind the glass of my mind is prepared to receive the 
refraction of the rays of love and affection , and assuredly as the maxim, 
M'om heart to ’hoaH there te a window,' is true, I am m hopes that the 
Bmcere heart of that dear fricud will testify to the truth of my friendship 



264 


AITtIb-I SUSAIlI, OB, THE UQHT9 OF CAJfOPTTS 


KlHiailCH 

Thuik Dot tby loved one csjiDot read thy heart ’ ' 

The Mouse answered, ' Thou art beyond measure importunate, and 
troublest me by thus pressmg on me thy friendship , and should I accept it 
and thou, too, stand to thy purpose, it is probable that on some tnfling 
cause thou wilt break the chain of amity and return to thy former ongmal 
habits and natural hostihty — hkc water, which though it he kept long in one 
place BO os to alter its smell and taste, yet retains its pnimhve properties, 
and if they pour it on fire, does not fail to quench it And to consort with 
an enemy is like mmng with snakes and vipers, which is not safe , and 
friendship with foes resembles associating with tigers of sliarp claws, which 
deserves not to be tried and the wise have said, ‘We must not he hegiuled 
by the assurances of our enemies, although they pretend to be fncndly, nor 
must wo confide m their words though they prepare the way to an agreement 
most assiduously 

COUPLET 

To hope uew ' tuends will spniig from imiicnt furs, 
la from a fuinare •* to expect a rose 

And whoever, relying on on enemy, is elated by his civihties and listens to 
his cajolemcnte with the ear^| approval, uall meet with what befell that 
Comel-nder ' The Crow inquired, ^‘^How was that’ ’ 

STOllY 111 

The Mouse said, ‘ They have related that a Camcl-ndcr, as ho was 
journeying, arrived at a place where the people of a caravan had made a fire, 
and after their departure the tan of the wind stirred it and set it in a blaze, 
and the sparks leaping forth from it, fell among the wood in all parts, and m 
every comer of the desort a dreadful conflagration ’ arose, and m the midst 
of those flames a large snake — a huge venomous serpent was left, and being 
intercepted could not find a way to escape in any direction, nor any path to 
get free He was on the point of being fried like a fish m a frying-pan, and 
hke a roasted partndge on the fire, his blood was about to droj) from his poison- 
acattenng eyes — when he beheld that nder, and calhng for help, exclaimed, 

COUriET 

‘AVliat if thou should'et take pity on ray lot, 

And of these diMcultieB solve the knot^’ 

The Camcl-nder was a merciful and kmd man When he heard tho 
snake’s BUpphcation and beheld its distress and trouble, he thought to 

^ Tho oditions hero have a niapiiDt, tu for ruM * new ' 

^ Tbifl lino loses all its point in Sng'liBh In tho on^nol there is an cquivoquo on ffi4l 
* u rose,' and gulk^n, ^ a fhmoco for heating* baths ’ 

J Lit , ‘ » tuljp-hod,' the hnlliant colour of which flower rcscmhleg that of a conflagration 
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himself, ‘ It is true that snakes ore the enemies of men, but he is now 
helpless and dismayed. My best course is to take pity on him and sow m 
the soil of action the seed of kmdness, which can besr no other ihiit than 
happiness in this world and exaltation m that to come ’ He then fixed the 
huntsman’ B-bag ' that he had with him to the pomt of a spear and reached it 
thither The snake, too happy to avail himself of it, crept mto the bag, and 
the nder tlunkmg it a good act drew him out from the midst of the fire. 
He then opened the mouth of the bag and said to the snake, ‘ Go 
whithersoever thou wdt, and in gratitude for thy escape from this calamity, 
withdraw mto sohtude nor hereafter put thyself into a position to mjure man, 
for he that mjurea God’s creatures, is disgraced m this world and miserable * 
m that to come 

COUPLET 

Faat God, nor any living thing distrea), 

This 18 the one sole road to happiness ’ 

The snake replied, ‘ Cease from tliese words, young man ' for I will not 
depart till I have bitten thee and thy camel ’ The nder answered, ‘ Have 1 
not done thee a kindness and brought thee out of the fire ^ is this my 
recompense, and such the reward I am to receive ’ 

COUPLET 

On my part is the kindly deed, From thee shall cruel acts pioceci ! ' 

The snake rejoined, ‘ True ’ thou hast done a kind action, but it was 
showu to an undeserving object , and thou host been clement, but thy clemency 
was mis-placcd Thou knowost that I am a vehicle of mischief and that no 
benefit to men can bo anticipated from me Wherefore when thou didst 
exert thyself to release me and showodst kindness to one with whom thou 
oughtedst to have dealt roughly , of course it is necessary, m requital, to 
cause thee distress, for showmg kindness to tho hod is equivalent to injuring 
the good 

veese 

Tho canons of the law and prudence too, 

Did us not harm the good and pure 
And 10 we should not kindly actions do 
To those &om whom men wrongs endure 

And moreover m acoordance with that verse of the Kur’An, ‘ The one of you 
ehdl he \an enemy v/nto the other' ° an ancient enmity exists between us and 
you, and prudence requires that we should brtuse the head of an enemy, and 

' TUnrah may be either ' a huntsman’s bag,’ or ' a nosebag for a hone ’ 

* The epithet dtuhmtm-x kdm ‘miserable,’ is worth lemarkmg It properly signifies 
‘foe’s wish,’ i.s, miseiablo as even one’s enenuee could desire 

* Itur’&n, Ch xx 121, Solo p 242,1 17 ‘And thus Adam became disobedient unto 
hia Lord and was seducod. Afterwards his Lord accepted him on Ills repentance, and was 
turned unto him and directed him And God said, ' Get ye down hence all of you , the one 
uf you shall be an enemy unto (he other ’ 
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agreeably to tho comioaiid, ' Kill ya the two bhek things,’ ‘ yoE ought to get 
nd of UB, and while it is decreed that man should not penmt us to go 
unecathed, thou hast in this matter abandoned the lawful and prudent course 
and chosen to be merciful, and I will Qssutedly inflict a wound on thee for a 
Warning to others ' The nder said, ‘ 0 snake ' let justice be appealed to, for 
in what creed is it deemed right to reqiute good with evil '' and m what sect 
IS it admissible to give the foulness of wrong in exchange for the punty of 
advantage ’ ’ The snake replied, ‘ Huch is the custom of you men, and I, 
too, do but practice what you pronounce , and I bcU to you what I have 
bought from you in the mart of recompense 

HEMISTICH 

Buy for one luntant wlint whole yonrs you sell ’ 

In vain the man protested, the snake exclaimed, ‘ Decide with all speed 
whether I shall wound thee first, or commence with the camel ’ The 
young man rephed, ‘Desist from this idea, for it is not fortunate to requite 
good with evil ’ The snake answered, ‘ This la the custom of men, and I 
do but act in the same manner as they ’ The nder denied this accusation, 
and said, ‘ If thou couat prove this by clear testimony, and wilt bnng evidenco 
to catabhsh thy charge that men arc wont to requite actions m this manner, 
I will purchase thy wound with my life, and will acquiesce in my own 
destruction ’ The snake looked about him and saw at a distance a hufialoi 
which was feeding m the plain ‘ Como,' ho said, ‘ let us ask the truth of 
my assertion from this buffalo ’ The man and the snake then approached tho 
buffalo, and the snake addressed it saying, ‘ 0 buffalo ! what is the reword of 
good’’ Tho buffalo replied, ‘If thou mquirost what it is among men, [I 
answer] the reward of good is evil Lo ' I was for a long time with one of 
them, and every year I brought forth a young one, and filled his house with 
milk and butter, and supplied the means on which his marriage and his 
subsistence were hosed When I grow old, and became unable to bear young, 
he gave up attending to mo, and turning me out of his house set me loose in 
the plain After that I grazed for a long cime hero, and passed my tune 
without work, occordmg to my own wish I began to grow somewhat fat, 
and yesterday my master come by here, and thought I looked fat Hereupon 
ho brought a butcher, and sold me to him, and to-day they are going to take 
mo to the slaughter-house, and mean to kiU me Behold ’ such is the reward 
of all the good that I have recounted. 

UEMISnCH 

Such, fricada, my state I to whom con I it tell > ’ 

The snake replied ‘ Lo ! thou hast heard Prcpore thyseH quickly for the 

* What (be two black things refomd to la the manTn may be, I know not probably 
tho Booipion and the make > r / 
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wotmil ’ The Camel-rider replied, ‘ In Ic^l Inals they do not pronounce 
sentence upon the evidence of one witness Sring another, and do what thou 
wilt ’ The snake looked about him, and seeing a tree said, ‘ Come, and I 
will ask this tree ' They then came together to the foot of tho tree, and the 
anako inq^uired of it, ‘ "What la the reward of good^’ It replied, ‘Among 
men the reword of good is evil, and the return for benefit, injury, and the 
proof is this 1 am a tree that have sprung up m this wilderness, and I stand 
on one leg in tho semce of every comer and goer When a child of Adam 
comes hero oppressed with heat, aud weary from the desert, he rests for an 
hour under my shade, and for a tune indulges m repose WTicn he opens his 
eyes he says, ‘ Such a bough wiU do for the handle of an axe, and such a hit 
18 fit and proper for a spade One might cut some good planks out of its 
trunk, and of them make some fine doors , ’ and if they had saws or hatchets 
they would cut out of my branches and trunk whatever they fancied, and m 
spite of tho enjoyment derived from me, would think fit to inflict all this 
sufiermg on me 

COtlPLET 

I thinking how ho best might shaded bo, 
lie pondenng how to mar and uproot mo ’ 

The snake said, ‘ Lo ' two witnesses have been brought , peld up thy 
body, that I may wound it ’ The man rephed, ‘ Life is very dear, and it is 
difficult to tear away tho heart from the tlungs of life, as long as it is possible 
to rctam it If one other person testifies m this matter, I will, without scruple, 
yield my body to this calamity, and acquiesce in God’s decree ’ Now, through 
a strange coincidence, a fox was standing by, observing their proceedings, 
and hstening to their words with the car of attention The snake exclaimed, 

‘ Sec there ' Ask this fox what answer he would give ’ Before the nder 
could put the question to him, tho fox bawled out to tho man, ‘ Dost thou not 
know that the return for good is evil ^ W^hat good hast thou done to this 
snake, that has made thee worthy of bemg pumshed m requital ' The young 
man recounted the particulars , whereupon the fox said, ' Thou appeorest to 
be a sensible man, hoW is it that thou speakest what is contrary to the truth ’ 

COUPLET 

When will u mun of scuso himself to speak untruths permit t 
For wise men to hehc the fact, in truth, can ne’er be lit ’ 

The snake said, ' He speaks the truth, and behold ' here, hanging to the 
saddlo-strap, is tho bog m which he brought me out of the fire 1 ’ The fox 
expressed his surprise, saying, ' How can one believe this story, that a snake 
of this size iCould be contamed m a bag so small ^ ’ The snake answered, ‘ If 
thou dost not ciedit it, I will go again into the bag, that thou mayst see 
it with thine own eyes ’ The fox rejomed, ‘ If I behold tho thing, and have 
ocular demonstration of it, and find that these words am true, I wiU pronounco 
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Bentonco botwcon you in such wise ae not to mfnnge jushce, and to be wholly 
void of fraud and HeU-interest ’ The man opened the mouth of the bag, and 
the snake, confiding in what the fon had said, entered the bog The fox 
then cnod out, ' 0 young man ' when thou hast got thy enemy fast, shew him 
no mercy 

COUVLET 

Is thy foe eaptivc and o’ercome by thee > 
ficosnii commands thou shouldst not set him free ' 

The man tied the mouth of the h.ig and dashed it against the ground till the 
snake was kiUed and tho malice of his evil nature was extinguished, so that 
creation was emancipated from his power of injiiiy 

nPMIGTICH 

One who so badly Iitcs is better slam 

And the moral ot this story is, that it behoves a wise man not to abandon 
the path of caution nor to lely on the humble words of an enemy, and never 
to be led to trust m him, so as not to ho overwhelmed by his attack 

QUATIUra 

Whoe'er upon n feemnn’s word relics. 

The limp ot sense nith him has lost Us light 
Then will true friends from former foes arise, 

When dorlintss 8ep,iriiting leaves tho night ’ 

The Crow replied, ‘These words which thou with perfect wisdom hast 
uttered, I have hoard, and I have irradiated my mental vision with th esc 
bright gems which thou hast brought forth from the mmes of sense, and it 
would bo more m accordance with thy beneficence and generosity, and 
magnanimity and courtesy, to forego these excessive scruples, and, believing 
my words, throw open the path of friendship And the wise have said, ‘ Fly 
to the beneficent and shun the niggardly, for the benofleent is willing, upon 
the acquaintance of an hour, to import a variety of kindnesses and good 
offlees, and puttmg off the coldness of a stronger, to assume, with the utmost 
cordiahty, the part of a friend and a companion While the mggard, 
forgetting the obhgations of ancient communion, will efface from his 
memory, in the twinkling of an eye, the fncndship of a hundred years And 
hence it is that the pious who have shaken themselves free from the world, 
BTC prone to friendship and slow to enmity — like a vessel of gold, which it 
takes long to break and hut a short tune to mend , while tho base are slow 
to become friends and their friendship is soon overturned — like a vessel of 
earth, which is eosJy broken and can never be mended , )md how finely have 
they said, 

Seek such a friendship for thyself to gain, 

As may through ondlesa years endure 
Hduscb of unbaked hricks, a few days min 
Will level with the earth , he sure 
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And I Dm of the number of those whose fnendship may be depended upon 
and moreover, I am in want of thy companionship, and now that I have 
planted myself m waiting at this court, I will go bock to no other door, and 
I will assuredly not taste food nor take rest until thou admit me as a friend 
into thy intimEicy 

COUPLET 

From tlir skirt of one so fair os thou I'll ne'er consent to part, 

For with many a flood of tears thou hast been purchased by this heart 

The Mouse responded, ‘ 1 am willing to purchase with my life thy 
affection and regard, and all this denial is simply that I may be excusable 
in the sight of reason, shoiildest thou intend perfidy, and that thou mayest 
not say, that thou hast obtained a dull and facile ' fnendship , else from 
the beginning of our discourse I have found my heart pre-disposcd to 
intimacy with thee, and my mind intensely inclined to communion with thee. 

VEUSE 

Since fncndsbip’i! love-hght in ths heart has henmed, 

Enow that that hi art too is with fnendhlup fraught 
For lover ne'er, unsought, for union schemed, 

But by his loved one's seeking love was taught' 

He then came forth and stood before hia hole The Crow said, ‘ "Wliat 
prevents tlico from advancing still fuither, and in my presence seeking to 
become intimate with mo’ but thou still feclcst a trembling in thy soul ’ 
The Mouse replied, ‘'Whcncvei one grudges not hia own hfe for his friend, 
and devotes his own dear self for his comrade, ho may be called a true friend 
and a brother to one’s mind And if one displays the same cordiality in 
worldly matters and does not neglect to aid his friend with the wealth he 
possesses, he is a mediocre friend inclining to the mean [between warmth 
and indifference] And they have said, ‘ He who is pledged ‘ to his friend on 
account of his temporary rcquirepiontB as to money and station, is like a 
fowler who scatters grain to benefit himself not to feed the birds , ’ and since 
this fnendship is mixed up with mtercsted motives, it is probable it will 
terminate m enmity 

COUPLET 

When selfish motives lead to liicndship's tie. 

That friend will soon becotne on enemy 

But he who in the path of amity withholds not hia hfe and is ready to 
sacrifice his own existence, is an incomparable friend, and the rank of a 
friend who bestows his hfe is for higher than that of him who expends only 
hiB wealth 


1 fat ‘ Slow-roined and suit in the withers,' i e , soft-paced 

> I have veutuiod so to translate daf fiu^iln, but the passage is altogether very difficult 
and obscuic 
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hemistich 

Lxjt-generoui^ u ttmt generoua of all 

OOITLEX 

Those, who arc generous with coin, are nfe 
'Tis hard to find the liheial of life 

And let it not be conocoled that m accepting thy overtiires of friendship and 
in oppning the way to our meeting, I nsk my life, and notwithstanding that 
in the path of amity this pomt hna been reached, that, 

HEMISTICH 

Though life be naked I would o’en lifo resign 
And had I entertained suspicion, I should never have shown this eagerness 
nor have come forth from the oomor of my humble dwelling, but I confide m 
thy friendship and tho aincenty of thy desire to he my compamon has 
passed the limits of doubt and distrust , and on my side, also, regard and 
attachment has been produced to a two-fold and multifold extent Thou 
host, however, friends who differ from thee in being hostile to me, and do 
not accord with thee in thy kindly feeling towards me I fear lest one of 
these should see me and attack mo ’ The Crow answered, ‘ I have a 
compact with my friends that they shall be the friends of my friend and the 
foes of my foe ' Tho Mouse rejoined, ‘ Undoubtedly, whoever contracts 
aUianoe with tho friend of one's enemy, or unites himself 'vtnth the enemy of 
one's fliend, is most fitly enumerated among one’s foes 

COUPLET 

From these two runks the heart aside shoidd wend, 

Who lovo oui foes, and those who hate our fneud 

And hence it is that the wise have said, ‘ Fnends are of three kinds 
genuine friends, friends of our friend, and foes of our foe And enemies too 
arc of three sorts . avowed enemies, encmios of our friend, and friends of our 
enemy.’ 

OOUrcET 

Of ray own foe my foare arc not so great, 

As of foes’ friends and those who ray friends hate ’ 

The Crow replied, ‘ I understand the drift of thy discourso, and, praise 
be to God ' the ground of fnendslup and rules of anuby have this day been 
so disposed between mo and thee, and have been so ratified, that I shall 
regard as my friend whoever is friendly to thee, and esteem as my ally all 
who endeavour to conciliate thoe, and whoever umtes himself with thee, it is 
right that I too should unite with him, though he should be altogether 
hostile to me , and whoever separates from thee it behoves me to part frnm 
him, though ho were altogether alun to me 

’ I have been obliged to com the word ' lifs-generous,' i e ‘ one who grudges not h|s life 
for hiB friend ' 
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OOCPLfiTi 

He on whose check there is no miirk of scmtade to thee, 

Were he my sire, yet still would seem my foe and enemy 

And my oa^er desire for smeere amity and my resolve to prove a &itliiul 
friend is snob, that should I find any opposition to thee even m my eyes and 
tongue, which are the sentinels of the body and the interpreters of the heart, 
I would, with on mstantaneous motion, hurl both from the shore of existence 
into the whirlpool of destruction 

GOTTrLET 

Should of thy limbs a single one be Ica^ng with thy foe, 

Then think him doubled, draw two swords and strike a double blow ' * 

The Mouse, emboldened by these words, advanced, and cordially accosted 
tho Crow, and after embracing one another, they spread out the carpet of 
rejoicing. 

HEMISTICH 

For pleasant oonverso now prepare, thy friend in thy embrace is fiat. 

After some days had passed in this manner, and the Mouse, to the extent of 
his power, had performed the ntes of entertainment and tho duties of 
hospitality, he said, ‘ 0 brother * if thou wouldst prepare to reside here and 
transport thy wife and children to this place it would be on extreme favour, 
and the obligation which I feel m my soul for the blessing of meeting with 
thee would be doubled, for this region in which my dwclhng is, is a cheerful 
spot and an exhilarating abode ’ The Crow replied, ‘ There is no ciuestion 
as to tho cxccUenco of this place, tho extent of its plain, and the refreshmg 
air It IS, however, near the highway, and close to the public road There 
IS ever reason to expect some calamity from the coming and going of 
passengers, and to anticipate something odious from the attacks of travelers 
Now, m such a place there is a meadow, from its exceeding brightness, full of 
light as the garden of Paradise , and fium the clearness of its atmosphere, a 
place of delight and goodness, like the orchard of Iram 

VEHSB 

Fresb upsprang tho streamlet's bonk beside, 

Tho mommg breeze brought odors from each bower 
And hyacinths the captive violets tied. 

And lassoed with ihoir locks each humbler flower 
There a Tortoise, who is one of my fhends, has his home, and m that neigh- 
borhood food is procurable for me m abundance, and little miBchiof is to be 
apprehended If thou art inchned, I will go there with thee, and pass the 
rest of my life in ease and enjoyment 

coupLirr 

Till round mo bunod they the shroud shall fold, 

Thmk not that of thy skirt I'll loose my hold 

t That IB, ' Hill your foe, and cut off the limb that sides with him ’ 
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I know no wish equal to the honor of having thee for a neighbor, nor any 
hope brighter than the happiness of being mth thee "Wlerever thou 
advancost, like the sun I follow thee shadow-hko, and through whatever 
land thou passcat, shedding thy favors,' I hang at thy feet bke a skirt, and 
BO long as the collar of hfo does not fall into the grasp [of death] the 
destroyer of delights, I will not draw back my band from the hem of thy 
society 

CUUTLET 

Tbo border of unchanging fortune and the collar too of hopo, 

'Twerc ehome indeed if I should seize them, and ogam should let thorn drop 

And this region where I am now ahiduig is not my onginul fatherland, but 
I was led hither without my willing it, and my story, although long, 
comprises many extraordinary things, and whenever our resting-place is 
fixed, if thy illustrious mmd desires it, 

HPMISTICH 

I wdl of much some little part recount ’ 

The conversation hero ended, and the Crow took hold of the tad of the Mouse 
and turned in the desired direction Dy chance a Tortoise was wandering 
round the margin of the fountain which was to be their permanont residence 
When he beheld from a distance the blackness of the Crow, fear overcame 
him, and he plunged down in the water The Crow softly deposited the 
Mouse from the air upon the ground, and called out to the Tortoise, who, 
when he heard the f.imihar voice, came up from the water, and beholding 
the face of his valued fnend, raised to heaven the exclamations of his joy 

STANZA 

My tricud long-lost liiis como lu ponce again, 

And wayward fortuup has its promiBO crowned 
How long sit anguished by the thorn of pain ? 

To hail this snuling rose, let joy abound ’ 

They then warmly accosted one another, and the Tortoise inquired, 
Where hast thou boon this long time^ and how earnest thou to pass this way 
now ^ “ The Crow then detailed at length his own history from the time 
when the pigeons fell into the net to the period of their release, and his 
desire to obtain the friendship of the Mouse, and his ratifying the bonds of 
amity with him, down to his amval at his famihar abode ’ The Tortoise 
having learned the pm-ticnlars of the case, showed the utmost pleasure at 
seeing the Mouse, and said. 


^ Lit , ‘ th) bIccvc ’ 

‘ ffdl bar ehih mmu>al guzaibtoh might, perhaps, also mean ‘m what manner has thv 
time passed ? ’ ' 
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covrtxt 

To thu glad-omenod place thon beat arrired aiupicioiuly. 

Well hast thou come, and on thee peace and beDedicLon be I 

My happy fate drew thee to these precmcts, and the strength of my fortune 
raised the star of thy beauty above the honzon of this neighborhood ' The 
Mouse said, ‘ How can I sufficiently acknowledge these kindnesses which 
thou shewest to me ^ and with what tongue can I repeat thanks for the 
gracious manner m which thou condcscendest to encourage me It is from 
the burning heat of the sun of accidents, that I have sought refuge in the 
shade of thy clemency, estimating the acquisition of the happiness of 
communion with thee as the goal of my wishes and desires 

COUTLET 

It was favor from above made me ask my way of thee, 

And hy tho eternal guidance I wna led thy face to sec ’ 

After they had rested from the tods of thu way and had reposed themselves 
in that abode, which was a place of perfect safety — secure from the assaults 
of the army of mischief, and unsullied by the dust of perturbation of rivals , 
the Crow, tummg his face towards Zi'rak, requested that, if he thought good, 
he would narrate to tho Tortoise the tales and adventures which he had 
promised the Crow to recount, in order to strengthen the friendship between 
them, and that they might derive all imaginable gratification from the recital 

COUPLET 

Open thy lips, thy pleasant story till, 

And our heart's mouth with sugar fill os well ’ 

The Mouse, commenomg his story, stud to tho Tortoise,* *0 brother' my 
birth-place and native country was m a city of the country of Hmd, which 
they call Nadut, and m that city I hod taken up my abode m the oeU of a 
sohtary recluse, and lu the comer of his hermitage had made a cell for myself, 
and I had several mice as attendants, and every day the numhers of my 
dependants increased Now, a devoted disciple brought every mommg for 
the holy man a tray of viands, a small portion of which the recluse used to 
take for his breakfast, and store up the rest for the ovenmg , while I used to 
ho on the watch for hia going out of tho house, m order that I might 
immediately leap on the table, and after eating such dainty bits as I liked, 
scatter the rest among tho other mice The holy man employed many 
stratagems to got nd of me, but in vain , and devised vanous schemes to hill 
me, hut they were all to no purpose , until one day a finend came as guest to 
the abode of the recluse. After they had finished the usual salutations and 


* story of the Ist Book of the Hitopadesha, where tho town is called 

Champako, and the recluse ChQrh-karua The relator u there said to be 
jUq^ of mict* or rats,' for the word too nay neui either a iuoubo or a rat. 


r 
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' tte requisite repast, and had spread ont the beneficial table of discourse, the 
recluse inquired of hia guest the news at home, and hia destination, and the 
cause of his journey, and motive for his change of place Now, the stranger 
was a man of expencnce, who had tasted the sweets and bitters of fortune, 

COUPLET 

One who for yeais had ranged o'er land and sea, 

And proved the change of varied destiny 

He replied to the recluse m a plcnamg manner, and recounted with capti- 
vating eloquence what fitrnnge cities and marvelous countiics he had beheld, 
and, during his discourse, the recluse kept every moment clappmg his hands, 
in order that the mice might bo scared by the sound The guest was 
annoyed at this oircumatancc, which bore the appearance of an indignity, 
and enraged at an action which was so removed from due respect, and 
said, ‘ 0 recluse ! to clap the hands when one is speaking appears hke turning 
the speaker into ridicule, and I do not think that the character of a jester 
or the part of a mocker aoooids with thy position, nor that it is consistent 
with thy profession to deviate from the lughway of good manners towards 
sarcasm and jokes 

STANZA 

Incline not thou to mockery and jeers, 

For ill do these the pious man befit 
Who dill ays as a vain buffoon appears, 

Will reap dishonor for his scmiil wit ’ 

The holy man replied, ‘ Heaven forbid that the thorn of jesting should 
ever he fastened in the skirt of my condition, and that the dust of miUery 
should be mingled with the atmosphere of the punty of my heart • This 
action which thou notiocst, is to dnve away a host of mice, who have over- 
run the realm of my board and table, and extending the hand of plunder and 
spoliation to all that I storo up, leave not cvxn a crust on my table safe 
from their assaults, nor permit me to preserve from their injuries any food 
m my house 

COUPLET 

Like mo a hundred could not drive away. 

Their bauds dcscendiDg to hear off the prey ’ 

The guest asked, ‘ Are they all bold and blindly audacious, or do some 
show more temerity than others ^ ’ The recluse answered, ' One of them is 
80 hardy that in my presence he will carry off a thing from the board, and 
before my very eyes will display his audacity m plundering my viands ’ 
The guest replied, ‘ There must bo some reason for his boldness, and his story 
has a s imilar complexion to that of the man who maiated to the wife of the 
host, that there must surely be some cause why she should barter husked 
sesamum on equal terms for unhusked ’ The recluse said, ' If thou seest fit, 
toll me, how was that?' 
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STOKY IV 

The guest said, ‘ In this road that I came, I arrived at night at a certain 
village and alighted at the house of an acquaintance, and after supper was 
over and we had done talking, they spread a garment for ino to sleep on, and 
I put on it a pillow, hut I did not go to sleep My host went to hia wife, 
and there being no other screen between me and them than a mat, I over- 
heard their conversation, and what they said on both sides from first to last 
reached my ears The man said, ' 0 ivife ’ I wish to mvite a party of the 
heads of the village to-morrow, and seat them in the presence of this my 
respected guest, who is a present to us from the invisible world, and prepare 
an entertainment for them suitable to my position ’ The wife rejoined, ‘I 
am astonished, that when thou hast not sufficient in the house for the wants 
of thy family, and hast not the means of procuring a dinin' to purchase 
greens and salt, thou shouldst still, with such powerful resources and ample 
means, entertain the notion of receiving guests' Well, at least, to-day that 
thou hast the power to lay up, make a stoie for the morrow, aud leave 
something behind thee for thy wife and childien, that after thy decease, they 
may not be dependant on any one ’ The husband replied, 

COUPLET 

Blind IS the man, who nought cn)ojiDg, yet hoards up his useless pelf, 

But blest IS he, who much bestowing, still can expend his gold ou self 

If the power of doing a kindness and the ability to beuofit others bo 
attainable, we must not shrink from it, since, m fact, that wiU be a store for 
the next world , and whoever lays up a store for himself ui this world wiU, 
m the next, be punished with the loss of his soul, for to amass and hoard np 
wealth IS unblest, and its consequences disastrous, as was the case with that 
Wolf ’ The wife asked, ‘ How was that ■’ ’ 

STOIIY V ^ 

The man said, ‘ They have related that a skilful hunter (such that through 
fear of his not the deer was not stepping forth into the plum, and the 
mouutoin-goat, through dread of his artifices and stratagems, would not leave 
its loir, 

OOUFLBT 

Sharp-ughtod, fill of qmcluege and address. 

Acute, not mild of heart, but meroilesa), 


' A silver coin, m value about two pence. 

* This is the 7th story of the 1st ^ok of the Hitnpadeslin 

I 2 
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liad set B Buare, and a deer had been caught m the net On hia iBsnii^ from 
hia place of concealment and coming towards the net, the stag, m fear for its 
life, made an effort, tore up the net, and started off m the plain The 
hunter was ashamed, and fixing an arrow to his bow, shot at the deer, 
which fell, and the hunter, coming up, took it on its back and set off home 
On the way a wild boar met and charged the hunter, who discharged 
an arrow at bnn It so happened that the deadly arrow transfixed the hog 
as he came on, and, infuriated by the pam of the wound, he nppod up the 
breast of the hunter with hia lacerating tusk, and both fell down dead on the 
spot In the midst of this a hungry wolf came there, and saw the man and 
the hog and the deer slam Fleoscd at the sight, he felt himself supphed with 
an abundance of delicacies and ample means of support, and said to himself, 

COOPLBT 

‘ Tunc cnair must pass ere vc, Sueb good cheer again eon sec 

This IS the time for refloction and consideration, and the season for amassing 
and laying up a store, for to be remiss here would be opposed to all 
prudence and forethought, while if I am profuse, I should be censurable for 
foUy and carelessness I consider my advisable course and that most 
beneficial to be this, that I should consume for to-day’s meal, the bow- 
string, and not string the bow of wasteful expenditure and impropriety, and 
placing this fresh meat in a retirod spot, each day impel the arrow of desire 
to the target of my wish, and conveying these treasures to a comer, make a 
magazme for hardness of times and tunes of hardship For the wise have said, 

VEHBE 

CouBumc uot all, or thou maycat, long, for more 
Stand waiting , want lU suita the hoary head 
Fart use, and, of thy goods, part place m store. 

Nor at one ewoop let all be laYisbed ' 

The Volf from excessive greedmess turned towards tho bow-string and began 
to gnaw it, and at a single motion of his teeth it broke asunder Tho moment 
tho string snapped, the horns of tho bow struck him on tl.e heart, and he 
instantaneously gave up the ghost 

ItEKIBTICH 

Untasted, all were left, and he, too, died 

And the moral of this story is, that greediness in amassing wealth and 
die being swayed by distant hopes to lay up stores, has disastrous lesults 
and fatal consequences 

ooerLBT 

Eat wbst tbou bast to day, nor for the coming ftiture vainly care, 

For when the morrow cornea, be eure the morrow'a bread will, too, be there 
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A1 ' what a haplesa band are they who, from their earliest years painfully 
accumulate worldly gear and resign it at tho close of life With infinite 
anguish 

STAUZi 

How long vilt thou imass ’ good iir, leileot ' 

I'bou wilt bo soon of all by doath bereft 
Though EEiran’s nehes e'en thou conldst collcot, 

Thy greedy pangs would still the same be left 
Light not then flames from which none can themselves protect ’ 

WTicn the wife of tho host heard these words, which bore the stomp of 
wisdom, and a hapjiy mspuation had whispered m her bsttning ear the 
glad tidings that, ‘ Sustenance ts rcith God,’ she adopted a gentle tone, and 
said, ‘ 0 door one ' I have stored up m the house a little nee sesamum for 
the children , and now that it has been disclosed to mp that storing up is 
unlucky, I wiU, to-morrow mommg, prejiare a meal sulBoient for ten 
persons Do thou invite whom thou wilt, and moke whomsoever thou 
dcsirest, thy guests ’ 

conpiKi 

Next morning, when the glittering orb of day 
Washed from its eyes the dust of sleep away 

The wife husked the sesamum and placed it m the sun, and enjoined her 
husband to keep a good watch till the gram was dry, lest the birds should 
carry away some of it , and she herself turned to some other business Sleep 
overcame the husband , and a dog came up and touched the grain with his 
mouth The witc observing tbis, was too disgusted to tbink of preparing a 
dish from it, and therefore t akin g it up, set off tor the bazar I, too, havmg 
some necessary business m the bazar, was going along behind her I saw her 
go to the shop of one that sold grainy and she wanted to barter her sesamum for 
unhusked gram of the same description, measure for measure ' Tho man 
made a great outcry, saymg, ‘ 0 woman ’ surely there is some tnck here, 
that thou shouldcst wish to barter on equal terms sesamum which has been 
cleaned from the husk for that which is stall m tho husk ' 

And I have told this story because that I, too, am of opmion that the said 
bold mouse has so much strength and hardihood, and courage, from tho place of 
its abode , and the probability is that it has a treasure of com m its house, 
sustamed by which it exhibits all this prowess , and if the plant of its 
condition should meet with the autumn of poverty, this freshness and vigor 
would not be evinced m the coppice of its actions F or they have said, ‘ He 
who IB moneyless is hke a bird that is wingless and featherless ' 


‘ Lit for nd'a ' Tli(^ ad’a is a dr) mimBuni of the lorg’oat descnptioii, contaniing 

4 mudds, and each nindd — ntl 
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aHATKAIN 

Git not Bupme, devoid of gold — the quest of gold is glonous pleasure 
Gold has a wortli, whicli high and loir and all adnut, but none can measure 
‘ Better,' they say, ‘ to have free choice than to possess a golden treasure , 

But hearken not, for gold bestoire an unconstramt, which none can measure 

And I feel convinced that the strength of this mouse sprmgs from gold 
Brmg a mattock that I may demolish hia hole, and bob how the matter ends ’ 
The reclnse immediately brought a mattock, and 1 at that moment was m 
another hole and heard what they were domg Now m my abode there 
were a thousand gold dindra, on which I used to roU, and my nund rose 
from one ecatacy to another at the aight of them In short, the cheerfulness 
of my heart and my peace of mind were dependant on that gold Whonever I 
called it to remembrance, I experienced a gush of pleasure m my bosom, and 
exultation and dchghl made themselves felt m my heart The stranger dug 
up the ground until he reached the gold, and what saw ho then ’ 

vEuaE 

Coins gaily smiluig with their sunny faoos fair, 

Than Jamshld'a lustrous cup they seemed more bnght 
Go handsome they, and florid, with an impress rare , 

Dear — ^not to be rejected, nor too light 
lie breathed on them and bound his breath of silver there, 

Anna hia fingers poised thetr lovehness 
They the true key to ope time's difficulties wore, 

And cheer at once the bosom of distress 

‘ This,’ aaid ho to the recluse, ‘ is the source of the courage of that Mouse 
and that which adorns his vigor, for wealth pohshes the intellect and 
supports the strength, and hereafter he wiU not venture on thy table nor 
attack thy loaf and viands ' I overheafd these woids and perceived the 
tokens of debihty and toehlcnoss, and the marks of amazement and pusilla- 
nimity in myself, and felt compelled to desert that hole The instant, too, 
that this unforeseen calamity overtook mo, and this frightful accident 
descended on my dwelling, I beheld that my dignity waned m the minds of 
the mice, and that a prodigious change took place in their wonted respect and 
reverence The flame of my friends’ sympathies was quenched, and the pure 
fountain of their aUegiauce and submission was discolored with the dust of 
denial and disobedience 


‘ Thu litoral trauslalioa of thoso very difficult lines u u follows — 

‘ Without gold sit not, for the buBmoss of gold has gold 
Before all the credit of gold has gold 
They say that choice is Better than gold , 

Hearken not thou, for the choloe of gold has gold ' 

If any one dulikoa my free translation he is weloome to the above 
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aUATHA^IN 

Fidelity and love, desert oath heart, 

The heliotiope is iroin my garden reft 
Gold did a hundred means of life impart, 

The gold IS gone, nor moans, nor life, is left 

The mice who subsisted on my leftTmgs, and devoured the scraps from tho 
table of my bounty, and gleaned the harvest of my gifts, sLJl expected my 
favors, and longed for my entertainments as before When they failed to 
realize from me their wishes, they desisted from obeying and following me, 
and disavowing all foelmgs of loyalty and submission, loosed their tongues 
to censure and upbraid me, and deserting my society went over to my 
enemies and those who rebelled against my authoiity 

VEUSE 

From hcaveu wlien blinduras darlly on mo Lll, 

I found full miny a hnaro then meet my sight 
'Twas they who used my retinue to swell. 

To dog my steps and play the parasite 

And it IS a well-known proverb, ‘ JFhen the Jinaricea dacroaae, dignity ts 
lowered ,’ — when our wealth ends, wt lose our friends And the man who 
18 empty handed and poor will be sure to fail, seek what he will, and 
the wish which spnngs up from his heart’s core will not he attained , like 
ram-watei which ooUccts in summer and cannot reach the sea nor unite 
with the streams, but, destitute of suppoit, is liittcred away lu the valleys, aud 
arrives nowhere And tho wise have said, ' He who has no bi other is poor 
wheievcr he happen to bo , and he who has no child, his memory is obliterated 
from the page of time and whoever is indolent and without supplies will 
receive no sympathies from his friends — or rather the empty-handed have no 
friends at all for whenever a man has himself rome to w'ant, the parties who, 
like the I’leiides, formed the group of his society, wiU, like the daughters of 
the Bier ‘ become scattered, inasmuch as the fneudship of the base and sordid 
IS controlled by sensual motives and worldly advantages 

YEllSE 

Long as the chcor wliuh they consume, will last, 

Like waajis they hover round with busy hum 
But once thy maiisiau has to rum pasty 
Empty aa rebec-case thy purse become, 

Aaido thy fnendabip and thy love they cast 
In trutli that friendship was an idle dream 
Not fnends in thorn but market cure thou hasty 
Who than thoir friend a bone more precious deem 


^ The stirs in the constkllation of the Boor aro so called Wliat wn have choson to 
compare to a bear, thu Onoutolh compiro with a cofhn From the scattered appearance of 
thodu stars they arc lontrasted with the rieiadca, which appear to form a compact duster 
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It IB lolatod that they asked a great personage, how many Mends he had ^ 
He rephed, ‘ I know not, for I have a fortunate destiny, and on abundance of 
wealth and property, and eycry one professes to be my Mend, and makes a 
boast of his regard and attachment If, which God forbid ' the dust of 
adversity should blind the eye of fortune, I should presently know who is 
my Mend, and who my enemy ’ An ally may be known m the tune of 
disaster, and a Mend may be distinguished from a foe m a penod of trouble. 

COUPLET 

When Bckle fortune doca a man forsake, 

Wife, friends, and children too, their leave will take ' 

And it IS also recorded m the elegant pages of the wise, that they asked an 
emment personage, what was the meaning of the avidity which people 
showed for the Mendship of one poasesaed of wealth He rephed, ‘ Hiches 
are men’s idol , whoever has them, men respect him, and as soon as he loses 
them, they cense to congregate about him ’ 

QL ITBAIN 

When the rose her skirt of gold showed in the parterre, 

With a thousand songs the nightingale her praises did proilaim 
But, alas ' her leaves were soon seattered to the air, 

And then no more did any hern from the nightingale her name 

At this cnsia one of the mice who used to glory m my service, and to esteem 
one moment ol my company as a fund of eternal happmess, and who was 
perpetually setting forth his fidehty and smeenty in the path of Mendship, 
in the following strain, 

COUPLET 

So constant is my love, that if a sword my head should smite. 

Unmoved, I'd like a tipor stand, which bumh ' with steady light, 

passed me hy as if I were a stranger, and took not the slightest notice of me 
X called him to me and said, 

COUPLET 

' Passing, thou payest no regard to me, 

Ne'er was the unpropped cypress half so free ^ 

What, I pray, has come to thee, and whither is all that affection and tender 
feeling, of which thou didst make such a display, gone ^ ’ The mouse 
Miwned, and said with the utmost possible rudeness, ‘What a simpleton 
thou art’ men don’t servo one for uothmg, nor do they wait on any one 
Without a motive At the time when thou hadst money and wast generous, 
we were all thy servants Now thou haat become indigent, and the wise 
say that just as an indigent man has no share in the pleasures of this world, 

' That 18, ‘ after it is out or snuffed ' Such is, I aupposa, the point of resemblance m 
this very forced and meaningless componsan 

’ The cypress u always called the free, as being free from curvatuie, or too straight to 
require a prop 
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BO it is not improbable that he may be excluded from the rewards of the 
next [aooordmg as it is said], ‘Poverty falh very htik ehort of beoommg^ 
infidelity ' The reason is, that a man rendered desperate on account of food 
for himself and the maintenance of his family, may seeh to support himself 
by unlawful means, and tlie consequence may be his disgrace and punish- 
ment in the next world , and os in this life he succumbs to the distress of 
penury, so hereafter he may be shut up and mcaroerated m the prison of 
eternal woe 

HEMISTICH 

Like a false darreali, worliUesa, faithless be ' 

' The loss of this world and of the next, that is a loss indeed,’ ‘ Wherefore if 
wo forbear to associote with, and shun the converse of, one who has lost his 
worldly wealth, and whose reward in the next world is doubtful, we may be 
hold excusable ’ I said, ‘ Cease talking thus, for the fakfr is a king, smee 
they have placed on the head of his excellence, the crown, ‘ Poverty is my 
glory,’ ^ and have spread over the shoulders of his nobility, the scarf, ‘The 
falir has no wants ’ 

DISXICHS 

Above thy ken the datTCsh-calliiig’ lies. 

Look not on dmesbes with careless eyes 
Their callinf is life’s loftiest story , they 
From all mankind have home the palm away 

COUPLET 

All else I! accident Poverty is 

Esse}nje Disease all else health nought sore this * 

"Wherefore, why dost thou decry poverty^ and with what reason dost thou 
shew aversion to the dorvesh ^ ’ The mouse replied, ’ Alack ' what relation 
has this penury and distress of thme with the poverty extolled by the 
prophets and lauded by the saints That poverty imphes that the traveler on 
the road of truth refuses to accept any particle of the wealth of this woild or 
□f a future state ® He abnegates all to secure aU, ' None arrives at the total 


* Literally, ' that it should become ’ The same proverb is quoted in the ‘ Guhstkn,’ 
p 260 of the translation, eh vii , st ill , whero I have rendered it somewhat more freely 

I Literally, ‘ a palpable loss ' 

’ This saying of the Prophet is likewise quoted m the passage of the ‘ Quhstbi ’ sited 
above p 249 of my Translation 

* Jauhar 18 the logieal term for ‘essonce/ 'an, for ‘accident’ Man’s original state id 
that of the naked savage civilization furnishes him with raiment, etc , but these arc mere 
‘ accidents,’ of which he is despoiled by death 

* I should be glad to strike out the words sarsndyah-i dkhirat, did tho MSS allow it 
They completely mar the sense Pious men do not decline the means of happmess in the 
neat world , on the contrary, they reftise to be rich, because riches impede their prospect of 
happmess m the neat world This is so obvious, that it is a wonder how these words 
could have been foisted in Yet some will perhaps think that an eaaggerated spintuahty 
IS here intended, m which even the rewards of heaven arc slighted, and the pilgnm so 
entirely abnegates self, tto be does not even think of his conation m tliu world to eeme ' 
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he who hai levered himself from the total ' That poverty la displayed in 
the darveBh, this of thmo in the beggar A beggar is one thing and a 
dorresh another The darvesh is he who voluntarily forsakes the world, 
and the beggar he whom the world forsakes 

DISTICHS 

A lani-£sh ib the begging hurvegb He, 

In ihiipe of &sh, yet sbudden at the ica 
The true fakir la not on miiraela fed, 

Give not thy inccnac-offenng to the dead ’ 

The saying, 'Poverty is a treasure of the treasures of God,' is ona of the 
mystenes of the tme TJmtanan faith, and the very essence of spintuality and 
of the glorification of God, and the watei of the fountain of the abnegation 
of self, which washes off the dust of worldly entanglements from the face of 
the pure soul, and it is a robe of honor from the treasury of solitary devotion 
with which the hand of ommpotLncr arrays the punfied spirit The tine 
poverty 18 the divino alchymy,” and its mystery is not to bo comprehended 
in the circle of description cither by the lips or the pen 

aUATHAIN 

Forsake hu life, this must the darvesli do 
As his first stop, and then snrrendrr fill 
With life forsaken, sU things yielded too, 

Thus freed, he must again himself enthral 

But doTveshos, who are so m mere outward appeal luico and want, aio the 
roots of all evil, and the moans of meurrmg the enmity of mankind, and of 
removing oU modesty and shame They subvert the foundation of courtesy 
and are the sum ot ovd and calamity, and cut off all strength and honoi, 
and originate meanness and disgrace And whoever is a prisoner m the 
circle of want must nocesaonly tear off the veil of modesty , and when 
the insonption, ‘ Modesty is a part of faith,' is erased from the page of his 
condition. Me becomes disgusting to him, and he is overtaken by trouble and 
distresa, and the guest of comfort removes his effects from the area of his 
breast, and the army of gnef oveiTuns the territory of his nature The taper 
of his intcUect contmues without hght, and his understanding and mgenmty 
and memory and sagacity hegm to dechne The advantages of right counsel 
yield m his cose injunous results In spite of his uprightness he becomes 
exposed to the calummous imputation of treason The good opimon which 


‘ The iarvesh-x ndn is he who is a darresh for the sake of the ndn, ‘ the loaf,'— as we ssy 
‘for the looTce and fishes’ 'the meaning of the last two lines is ‘'I here is a poverty 
which feeds on scraps and aims at nothing oLe The true poverty disregards everything but 
pious contemplation Yet the worldly man con as httle understand these spiritual things os 
a oorpee can inhale incense ' 

“ Lit , ‘ The philosopher’s stone of ‘ Be ' and it was ’ This latter phrase is appUed to the 
Deity, os descnptive of Mis Omnipotent power 



oHirm m btobt t. 


283 


hu friends have of him is Teversed, and if anothw commits a cnme frie guilt 
is transferred to him Whateyer he does or says is hannRil to him, and 
every quality for which they laud and panegyrize a nch man is a cause of 
reproach and rebuke to a poor man Thus, for example, if a poor man shew 
boldness, they ascribe it to rashness , and if he choose to be liberal, they call 
it extravagance, and if he try to be mild, they account it weakness and 
want of spirit , and if he adopt a grave demeanour, they call bun sluggish 
and torpid , while, if he display eloquence and oratorical powers, they 
designate him as loquacious , or if ho betake himself to the socunty of 
silence, they speak of hun as a pamtmg m a bagnio , and if ho make choice 
of the comer of retirement, they find that it is owing to madness , but 
should he meet them with hdanty and sociability, they tbmk it akin to low 
humor and buffoonery If bo be careful m his food and dress, they call him 
self-indulgent, and if he content himself with a rag and a scrap, they 
regard him as a miserable, poverty-stricken wretch If he reside m one 
place, he is raw and ignorant of the world , and if be desire to travel, he is 
then a vagabond and ill-starred If he pass bis life m cehbacy, he is one 
who neglects the injunctions of the law , and if he marry, they term him 
sensual and a slave to his appetites In short, an indigent man is repudiated 
and utterly vile m the opinion of people of the world, and if, together 
with this condition of penury, they obsoive him trying for anything, then, 
merciful Heaven ' hatred of him takes fast hold of their mmds, and without 
Biding any of his necessities, they are all annoyed with him And every 
distress which befalls men has its ongm m desire [according to the saying], 

‘ Whoever desires becomes vile ’ 

HEMISTICH 

From want springs baseness, honor if om content ’ 

"When my friend had recited this discourse, I said, ' Thou speokest the truth, 
and I had hesird that if any one be overtaken by sickness to such a degree 
that all hope of convalescence is cut off, or be involved m calamitous separation 
of such a nature that it is a vain idea to anticipate re-uuion, or fall mto 
exile which admits not of return nor affords the means of residence, even 
these ore more easy to bear than penury and indigence , and I now see with 
my own eyes that this saying proceeded finm the foimtam of wisdom, and 
that the speaker of it delivered his sentiments from experience 

avATBAm 

The world no greater lU than wont con show , 

The needy wins no solace for hu gnef 

The Tiotim of distressful want and woe 
Hiut die , for poverty finds no relief 

And of the evils of want, this is sufflcient, — the bemg compelled to ask men for 
anything, and to beg for subsistence from such a one as oneself, and death is m 
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every way preferable to poverty and mendicity, since to put one’s hand into 
the mouth of a venomous serpent, and to take deadly poison for one's food, 
and to snatch away his mouthful from a hungry lion, and [to lodge with a 
funous tiger, is less grievous than to tarry one’s distresses to the stingy, and 
to endure the disgrace of beggmg , for they have said, ' The pleasure of a gift 
does not compensate for the pam of asking, and the sweets of office do not 
pay for the distress of removal , ' and an eminent personage has said, 

VEBSE 

Four things at drat to great adrantaga tend, 

Yet arc not worth four others in the end 
Life la not woith the woe of dying , nor 
IVill office make thee rompcmutiuu for 
The ahamc of thy diaplaccmtnt , am w( igha not 
Hemorse , nor can nlma gild the bi'ggnr’a lot ’ 

I then turned away from that mouse and hastened again to the mouth of my 
hole There I beheld the recluse and his guest dividmg the gold, and the former 
having put his shore into a purse, placed it under his pillow An unlucky 
oovetouaness began to tempt me, while I reflected that, ' Could I regam a 
portion of that gold, my atout-heartedness and chocrfulnoas would return a 
second time, and my friends and brethren would seek my service with 
eagerness, and my court would he restored and my assembly adorned ’ 
Busied with these thoughts I waited only till they lay down for the night 
I then stealthily approached the pillow ot the recluse Now his guest was a 
man of experience, and keeping awake employed his eyes m watching at that 
crisis, and was in expectation of what I wa,s going to do He gave me such 
a blow on my foot with his stick, that I turned back stricken down with the 
pam of it, and, trailing my leg, ciept into my hole I waited just long 
enough to let the pam subside a little and I came out a second time with the 
same covetous mtent This time the guest smote me such a blow on the 
crown of my head that I was stupificd and was compelled to employ oU my 
mvention to thiow myself into my hole, where I lay sensclesb, and the pam 
of that wound gave me a disgust to worldly wealth, and I foigot my poverty 
and hunger 

COUPLET 

Why should gno wail the want of wouUh > 

Since there is treasure infinite in health 

And I now learned of a certamty that covetousneBS is the vanguard of all 
calamities and tho ndette of all distresses Until the bird of greediness 
comes off the gram, its neck is not encompassed by tho collar of the net, and 
until man bmds up the waist of covetouaness, the robe of his honor is not 
exchanged for the sack-cloth of disgrace "Whoever undertakes a journey by 
sea or snbmita to any unnecessary nsk, is guided by covetouBnesB, and frum 
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the darkness of greed, the dust of abssemont settles on the page of the 
countenance of the pious, and the lenty of covetous desires reduces the 
wei^t of the eminent in the scale of respect 

STANZA 

0 brothor ' be not cavetouB, for this 
The cEiuse of man's disgrace and niin is 
List to this short adncc, if thou would’st fsin 
P'rom Ufo its nntage of delights obtain 
‘ O'er tbme own feet oontentmont’s border fold. 

And thy desire from others’ wealth withhold.’ 

Strangely do they act 'who sock for happiness in abundance of wealth and 
know not that a httle of it affords comfort, and who look for enjoyment m 
amassmg nehes, and do not perceive that by giving it aU up they might 
arrive at a higher pre-eminence 

CO UP LIST. 

Who tear their hearts from worldly things the sole truo honor find, 

And they have poaec who from its gauds and show withdraw then mmd 

Wherefore, from this event, my state came to this, that I tore up by the 
roots the plant of dosuc from the soil of my heart, and culled the fruits of 
contentment from the orchard of acquiescence, and cheerfully submitted to 
the Divine Will, and bowed down my head to the wnting of destiny, and 
said to myself, ‘ The world, by the contents of these colamifaes and dis- 
tresses, supplies a sample of its quahtics and defects There is no mansion 
m which the mark of its deceit and perfidy is not found, nor is there a palace 
on the inscription of wluch the sign of its assault is not impressed Whom 
did it ever elevate that it did not afterwards cast down ^ and where did it 
plant a sapling which it did not afterwords tear up ^ to whom did it shew 
favor and not in the end dnnk his blood ’ or to whom did it open the door 
of fortune and not subsequently brmg up a thousand troubles ^ 

STANZA 

This world, like to a spouse unchaste and base. 

Did ne'er yield joy to thoso who with her wed , 

If one on her throue's aseeut their footsteps place, 
fiat feel her trenchant sabre on tbeir head 

Such faithlessness deserves not that we tod for it, or gneve for its presence or 
absence, or for its loss or gam 

OOUTUT 

Upon this world the value of our tears we should not set, 

Nor for its losses or its gams should suffer vain regret ’ 

After these refleefrons I migrated from the house of the recluse to the 
WflSte, and there was a pigeon which had a friendship for me, and through 
its love and attachment arose jny companionship with the Crow, and the 
latter related to me the account of thy courtesy and kindness, and so the 
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ly pli yr (tf thy good quaktiEB reacted me from di#flower- garden of bis 
eonvoreation; and the mention of thy virtues and high endowments led me 
to seek thee with earaestneBS and emoenty, and I fonned the wish of 
obtaining, by the happiness of a meetmg, the advantage of thy friendship. 
And I shnnk from the horror of loneliness, for sohtude la a hard thing, and 
Ibc terror of fiiendlessness a difficult matter, and there is no pleasure m the 
world like the companionship of friends, nor can any gnef compare with 
separation from one's oUiea and removal from those who sympathise with us 
And, thanks be to God Most High* the rose of happiness has begun to 
bloom from the heart-rending thorn of adversity, and the dark-viBaged night 
of distress has been exchanged for the serene world-adorning morning of 
repose 

VEBSE 

Ttc da} of parting and the night of absence no'n is past , 

'T is o’er, my evil •’tar bas set, for woU the lot I cobt , 

Tub mom of hope which did behind the fufcnrD’a curtain ait, 

Bid it come forth, for gloom) night at length its plaoo must iymt 
This IB my history which I have fully recounted, and now 1 have come to bo 
thy neighbour, and hope for thy friendship and alliance 

conpiET 

It would beit thoe with the flip of thy kmd fentlcnoss, 

' To free the mirror of my mind from the ruet-etams of distress ' 

When the Tortoise hod heard this narrative, ho spread the carpet of 
courtesy, and laying the foundation-Btone of affabihty, said, 

COUPLET 

‘ The house that opes its gate to guests like thee. 

The nest of Heaven's pliosmE there will be 

What happiness can be weighed against the honor of having thee for a 
neighbor ’ and what gladness can compare with the joy of thy* society ’ and 
oven as thou art hoping for my aid and amity, so I too look to and plume 
nayself upon thy love and companionship , and as long as the lamp of Me bums 
on I win, moth-like, sport round the taper of thy beauty 

COUPLBT ‘ 

Mote-like, I sun myself in thy love'a ray, 

No sword from thee couid Bmite my onns away 

And in this true histoiy which thou hast recounted, a vaxiefy of eiqieriences 
md abundant lessons are oontamed, and by meana of those expenments it 
is made clear that the man of sense should he satisfied wift a very little of 
the rubbish of tills world, and ought to be content with just enough to 
obviate the necessity of begging; for whoever longs for aught beyond 

for »ntenoo, by a mistake 
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requisite lodging and'Wod, steps beyond the hnuts of justice, and this 
injustice plunges hua bewildered into the Isbyrinth of calamity and the 
wilderness of peril , and he meets with what befell that greedy Cat ’ The 
House inquired, ' How was that ’’ 


STOEY VI 

The Tortoise said, ‘ They have related that a person had a Cat, and 
assigned to it as its daily portion just so much flesh as might quench the flame 
of hunger , but from the animal propensities which prevailed over the temper 
of that inconsiderate creature, it failed to be content with ita lot 

OOirPLBT 

Friend ' lot tliy life m ohocrfiil want be spent 
From greed spring troubles — honors from content, 

One day the Cat passed near a dove-cot, and its appetite being excited by the 
fascinating voices of the pigeons and their harmomous treble and baas 
notes, it sprang into that citadel The keeper of that castle, however, and 
the warder of the place immediately seized it, and conveyed it from the 
rose-garden of existence to the furnace of annihilation Before it could 
perfume the head of appetite with the brains of the pigeons, he stopped off 
its skm, and havmg filled it with straw, himg it up over the door of the 
dove-cot It happened that the owner of the Cat passed that way, and on 
seemg the phght of his Cat, said, ‘ 0 greedy wanton ’ hadst thou been 
contented with the portion of flesh which fell to thy lot, they would not 
have stopped off thy skin ' 

VERSE 

0 soul ' be with a little satisfied, 

For sure destruction will from greed betide 
Kardn, roluptuons KEirUn, pondered not, 

That safety bidetb with the lowly lot 
The lusts unchecked bring evil dcstimes. 

Then do not foster them, if thou be wise 
Wild beast and deci, and bird that wings the ou, 

Caught in the not, by greed ore prisoned there 
Tigers, that all the savage tribe oppress, 

Like the poor mouse, are caged through greediness. 

And the moral of this story is that thou shouldest hereafter be contented 
with as much feed os will suffice to keep in the breath of life, and with a 
hole just enough to afford protection from the heat and cold, and not afflict 
thyself for wealth that is lost 

OOUTLET 

My life I though nches pass away, let not thy heart be sad , 

This camon is not worth oui tears then for its loss be glad 

And know that every man’s nobihty is from his virtue, not from hu wealth , 
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and evaiy one whose mmd la adorned with Beoompliahnienta) though hu 
atook of wealth be amall, is always beloved and honored So the hon, 
though he may he bound with chains, yet his awfulness is not dinuniahed. 
But a wealthy ignorant xnan la always despised and destitute of weight, like 
a dog, which, though adorned with a collar and rmgs, still Temoms vile and 
contemptible as before 

VEBSE, 

He that in foUy'a prison fettered is. 

E’en tbongh a hundred jars of gold be his. 

Is but a beggar , while the skiU-Tich mim 
WiU gold or jewels noTpr deign to scan 

Ihsmiea, moreover, from thy heart, gnef for thy exile, and attach no 
importance to separation from thy native land and home , for let the wise 
man go where ho will he will be befriended by his own good sense, while 
the fool will be friendless and a stranger in his own country and the place 
that gives him birth 

HEMISTICH 

The man of scnac nowhere a stranger is 

An d be not sad as to what thou sayest, that, ‘ I possessed a treasure and it 
has been dissipated,’ for worldly wealth and possessions ore liablo to decay, 
and their mcrcaao or dcclmo are beyond the circle of reliance , and the wise 
have said, ‘Permanence and continuance cannot bo expected from six things. 
The first is the shadow of a cloud, which, even as thou lookest on, passes 
away The second is interested friendship, which is extinct in a abort tune, 
like the lightning's flash The third is the love of women, which is 
quenched by a sbght matter The fourth is the comeliness of the beautiful, 
which changes in the end The fifth is the praise of the false, which is 
devoid of continuouB lustre The sixth is worldly wealth, which m the end 
amvoB at the place of exposure to onnihilation, and docs not carry out to the 
end the hne of fidelity to its owner 

COUPLET 

By this vile world'e sdommente, its wealth or tnumphe won, 

Bo not cUte, for these wiU shew fidelity to none 

And it beseems not a man of sense to rejoice at the greatness of his wealth, 
nor to gnere for his want of nches, since, in the opmion of the magnommoua, 
the "whoVo woilii, -with ita goods and gear, is not worth a straw ' ^Vherefore 
it IB not right to waste the harvest ot dear life in acquiring this , nor ought 
one to suffer a gram of disquietude at its loss or non-attendance, and those 
who, having become acquainted with that wise saying, ‘ Le»t ye mmoderaUly 
gnmefor the good wheh eicagieth you, or rejotoe for that which happeneth unto 


_L but I prosume it to mean the flag or leaf 

which projects from the stalk of oom and of some grasses. ® 
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you ,' ' give leuiB to tile steed of higb-miadedaesB m tbe plBin of content, and 
who, staking the coin of life m order to acquire the things of solitary devotion 
and abandonment of earthly connections , are neither led by worldly nches to 
open to their heart’s countenance the portals of rejoicing, nor evince regret 
and despondency at the loss of them 

STANZA 

Though from thy graap all worldly things should flee, 

Grieve not for them, sinre they ore nothing worth 
And though a world m thy poaseasion be, 

Joy not, for worthlcsa are the things of earth 
Since to that better world ‘t is given to thee 
To pass , speed on, fur this is nothing worth 

And, in truth, men ought to consider their wealth to be that which they send 
on before, and to regard that as therr property which they store up for 
themselves m the final state , and righteous acta and words of probity are a 
possession which cannot be snatched away from any one, nor dissipated by 
the accidents of fortune, nor the revolutions of night and day. And the 
advantage of worldly goods is to make ready a provision for the world to 
come, and to prepare the means of threading the path of that world to which 
all must return , since, m accordance with the saying, ‘ We took vengeanoe on 
them suddenly ,’ death comes unawares and thoie is no fixed time nor any 
appointed penod [known to man] for restormg the deposit of life 

OOUPLBT. 

That fair narcissus “ from its slumber wake, for life is gliding on , 

Not o’en tbe roace fade bo quick, cre thou oauat close thine eyea, 't la gone 

And although thou art not in need of my counsel, and canst well distmguish 
between what is for thy advantage and what is detrimental, nevertheless, I 
wished to discharge tho duty of a friend, and to aid thee to praiseworthy 
feelings and laudable dispositions, and to-day thou art my friend and 
brother, and all the assistance that it is possible to render thee, and all courtesy 
that can be imagined, will in every respect be realised , and even under the 
impossible supposition that thou shouldst evince nnkindness, on my part 
nothing but the blessed influence of true attachment and the usages of cordial 
fnondabip will be displayed 


* ^ui'hn, ch Im 23, Sale, p 399,1 43 'No accident happeneth m the earth, nor in you 
pereoUB, but the same wae entered in the book of our decrees, before we created it venly, 
thh is easy with God and thu is written lest ye immodeTately gneve for the good which 
csospeth you, or rejoice for that which happenoth unto you , tor God loveth no proud or 
vain-glonous person, or thoae who arc covetous, and command men covetousness ’ 

s Kur'hn, FI vii 93 , Mar, vii 96, Sale, p 119, 1 8 Then we gave them in 
exchange good in hen of evil, until they abounded and said, ' Adversity and prosperity 
formerly happened unto our fathers as unto us ’ Therefore we took vengeance on them 
suddenly, ana thev peroeivcd It not beforehand ’ ^ 

’ A beauty is compared to a slumhering, and sometimes to an intoxicated, narouaus. 

U 
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OOCriST. 

1 ECTCT Will thy aide abandon, though thou shouldst abandon me, 

And though thou break my heart, I’U never break my jdlghted troth to thee ' 

Wien the Tortoise hod finished those words and tho Crow had heard his 
kindness with regard to the Mouse, his heart was refreshed, and his delight 
became unbounded, and he said, ‘ O brother ' thou hast mode me glad, and 
doubled the amount of my joy and pleasure, and hast manifested somewhat 
of thy virtues Now, the best of friends is ho, m the shade of whose 
kmdncBses and favor, and in the shelter of whose care and protection, a 
number of those attached to him at all times pass their life, while he keeps 
open for them the doors of his bounty, and considers it obhgatory upon his 
soul to accept their requests and expedite their requirements, and whoever 
fails m any part of fnendship to his ally, is not fit for a friend Moreover, 
it has been related that an enunent personage had a fnend One night this 
friend came to the door of his house and knocked, and that personage 
discovered that it was his friend Therenpon he fell into a lengthened 
meditation, saymg, ‘ Ah mo ’ what can he the causD of his commg at this 
unseasonable time*’ After long reflection, he took up a purse full of 
dirams, belted on his scymitar, and bade a female slave light a lump, and go 
before him When he had opened the door and had greeted his fnend by 
olaspmg his hand and embracing bun, he said, ‘ 0 brother ' I have imagined 
threo,causcs for thy coming at this unusual hour Fust, that some accident 
has happened and that thou art in want of money Secondly, that on enemy 
has risen up to assail thco, and that thou rcqmrest an ally and helper to 
repel him Thirdly, lhat thou art sad at being alone and requirest some one 
to minister to thcc, and I have made ready for all three contingencies, and 
have come out to thee If thou hast need of money, lo ’ here is a purse of 
dirams , and if thou seekest help, behedd hero am I with a trenchant 
scymitar , and if thou lookest for a servant, hero is a suitable handmaid 

nnuiBTicH 

yrhato’oi tbou wiliest, thy commands prevail ’ 

His friend excused himself [for coming so late], and by that fair procedure 
the bond of reliance on his attachment and love was strengthened 

8TANSA 

Art thou smceie m &ieiidship ^ then beware 
That thy fnend find a kind ally in thee ' 

And of hu wishes have a watchful care. 

And grant them ere he long oipcctant be 

And when a benevolent person falls into the whirlpool of disaster, none can 
befh^ him but those of a like disposition , just as if on elephant should fall 
into a quagmire, other elephants alone can extneate him, and if m 
hefriHiding the Mouse thou shouldest meet with hardships, thou must not 
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gneve ; and keeping thmc eyes on idiy reputatiau and the maintenance of 
thine honor, must disregard the inconvenience, for the wise man ever labors 
for distmction and to leave behind him a fair repute , and if, for example, 
he be compelled, m his pursuit of an honorable name, to risk his Me, he 
■vrJl not shrink from it, because he will thus have purchased the unpenahable 
with the perishable, and have sold a httle for much 

ooirriiET 

Daea the world amile on thee ’ — secure u name, 

For all the world can offer is fan fame 

And whoever excludes the necessitous from his good things is not to he 
reckoned among the really neh , and he whose Me is passed m dishonor and 
disaster such as his foes would wish, his name is not mserted m the roU of 
the living 

COUPLET 

Su-di ’ h.e whoso fame lives can ne’er be dead, 

He dies whuee good name is diahnnor^d ' 

The Crow was discoursmg thus, when a Deer appeared in the distance ruimmg 
fast They suspected that somebody was pursuing him, whereupon the 
Tortoise leapt into the water, the Crow took his seat m a tree, and the 
Mouse ran down a hole When the Deei i cached the edge of the water, it 
stood hke one stupified, and the Crow cast its eyes around to see if any 
one was on its traces Though it looked to the left and nght it saw 
no one It called therefore to the Tortoiso, who emerged from the water ^ 
and the Mouse joined them The Tortoise, observing that the Deer was 
scared and kept looking in tho water without drmking, said, ‘ If thou art 
thirsty, dnnk ' and be not alarmed, for there is no cause for fear ’ The 
Doer came forward, and the Tortoise uttered on exclamation of joyful 
welcome, saying, 

COUPLET 

‘ Beloved comrade ' from wlicace art thou come f 
Feel not strange here, for hero thou art at home ’ 

The Deer said, ‘ I have been used to dwell m this plam alone, and 
mingle not with those of my race, and the archers, ever stnnging the bow 
of murderous intention, have driven me from this comer to that To-day I 
observed an old man lying in wait for me, who watched me wherever 
I went I conceived the idea that it was a hunter and that the snare 
of his croftinesB would presently catch my feet , and, running away, I 
reached this spot ’ The Tortoise said, ‘ Fear not ’ for hunters never come tq 
the environs of this place, and if thou wishest to associate with us, we will 
introduce thee mto the crrclg of oui friendship , and the pedestal of the 
BBBociatLon of us three will ib supported with a fourth pillar, viz , thysedfi 
for the wise have said, ‘ The more numerous fnenda are, the less will they he 
exposed to the assaults of oalamity.' 

n 2 
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ccvrixi 

Where'er I come, love and ^od faith increase, 

Joy spreads with calm serenity and peace 

And it is certain that if there be a thousand friends, they must he regarded as 
one , and if there be but one enemy he must be loohed upon as many 

COnPlET 

In friendship well a thousand may agree, But all too many is one enemy ’ 

The Mouse also took up the diaeourao, and the Crow uttered some 
benevolent words The Deer perceived that they were amiable friends and 
pure-mmdod companions He mingled with them and sought their society 
with hiB heart and siul 

HEUISTICH 

With a fit friend how sweet is intercourse 

The Deer took up his abode in that meadow , and his friends admonished 
bTm not to set his foot beyond the grazing-ground m their vicimty, nor to 
elongate hunsolf from the neighborhood of the fountain which was their 
castle of security and jieaoe The Deer agiced to act in confomiity with 
then advice They were passing their time together, and there was a 
hambu thicket ' where they used always to assemble, and sporting, recount 
their adventures One day the Crow, the Mouse, and the Tortoise, 
assembled at the trysting-pkcc, and waited some time for the Door It did 
not come, and this circumstance making them sad, as is the wont of 
attached friends, a depression of spuits overcame them They requested the 
Crow that he would take the trouble to fly up into the air and mfonn them 
of their lost friend's condition 

COUPLET 

Pass, Zephyr ’ o*er my love's abode, this boon refuse mo not , 

And 0 ' refuse not 'wretebod me nevrs of my lovod one's lot 

The Crow in a short time brought them intelligence that he had seen the 
Leer prisoned in the net of calamity The Tortoise then said to the Mouse, 
‘In this unhappy conjuncture our only hope is in thee, and by thy help 
alone can the banner of the Deer's safety be set up 

HEHISTIOH 

Haste ' for the time of action fleets away ' 

The Crow then showed the way, and the Mouse, running ofl",’ came to the 
De^ and said, ' 0 kind brother ’ how hast thou fallen into this difficulty ? 
and with all thy good sense and sagacity how hast thou yielded thy neci to 


t iiuti does not occur in the Dictionary, but u doubtless equivaleut to noi zdr One 
reads wall iaati, which might mean, ‘ hut there was a thicket,’ or, ‘ but there 
yn» an agreement ' 

’ Dot tag Utddah, to nse u vnlgansm, ‘ 8otting>to to run,’ Ittalan has frequently this 
sense , thus p 251, I 10 of the Persian text, b%- vat utdd, ‘ eet>to to pursue him ’ 
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the fetters of deceit * ' The Beer rephed, ‘ Opposed to the diTine decree, of 
what syoil is shrewdaess ^ and of what use is acuteiieBB and sagacity, if it 
oontroTcrt the mandate of the Supreme Ruler ^ From the desert of 
deliberation to the restuig-plaoe of destmy, the way is endless ; and from 
the plain of stratagem to the condnes of fate, the distance is infinite 

cauFLST, 

Proud of u hundred wiles I stood without, 

But know not what, within, they were about ’ 

The Mouse repbed, ‘ Thou speakest truly, 

COUPIET 

Where fate sets up the tent of destiny, 

None can the assault by wise-laid plana defy’ 

He then occupied himself with severing the bonds of the Doer, and m the 
meantime the Tortoise having come up, made known his gncf and dejection 
at the imprisonment of his friend The Deer said, ‘ 0 kind friend ' thy 
coming to this spot IS yet more penlous than what has befallen me , for if 
the hunter should come and the Mouse have severed my bonds, I with a 
single step can save my hfo, and the Crow will fly away, and the Mouse wiU 
conceal itself in the recess of a hole But thou hast neither the hand to 
tight nor the means of opposition, nor the front to resist nor the foot to fly 
Why host thou ventured thus gratuitously ’ and wherefore hast thou been so 
rash ^ ’ The Tortoise repbed, 'Dear comrade’ how was it possible forme 
not to come ’ and with what color could I delay or allow of hesitation ’ 
what pleasure has bfe which is passed in absence from friends ’ and how can 
existenoe be valued which is spent in separation from those we love. 

COUFLET 

LlfelcBS I bred Let this thee not surpnee , 

Bereft of fneuds our life, uncounted, bos 

And 1 am excusable for coming here, since the desire of beholding thy 
beauty drew me hither whether I would or not, and the wish of beholding 
theo deprived me of all patience , and with reference to this trifling distance 
and necessary journey which has presented itself, the companion of patience 
has set his toot in the road of annihilation ‘ 

COUPLET 

Ton sad without theo, Gtod knows I my distreei , The pubng day and night of londineiSa 
And be thou not pensive, for this instant thou wilt obtain thy release, and 
these knots being loosed, thou wilt with unconcern hasten home , and on all 
accounts it is requisite for thee to offer due thonkpgiving, and meumbent on 
thee to render thy grateful acknowledgments that thy body is newgiilldiAMIII 


* Plainly, ' I could uot bc.ir not to take so hiding ajounicy ' 
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Illy life immjiiTed , else the remedy 'wouM haTe been beyond (he reach of 
unagmation, Emd the cure would have passed the bounds of possibility,’ 
They were engaged in this conversation when the hunter appeared at a 
distance, and the Mouse finished dividing the meshes. The Deer leapt 
forth, the Crow flow away, the Mouse went down mto a hole, but the 
Tortoise remained where it was When the hunter came up and found the 
net which held the deer severed, he hit the finger of amazement with the 
tooth of reflection, and began to look to the left and right, saying, ‘Ah' 
by whom has this deed been done and whose hand has effected this ? ’ His 
eyes hghted on the Tortoise, and he said to himself, ‘ Although this con- 
temptible piece of goods cannot soothe my sorrow for the escape of the Deer, 
and the rupture of the net, yet to return empty-handed is discreditable to the 
character of a hunter ’ He then forthwith seized hun and tossed him into 
his bag, and having tied hun on his back, set off towards the city As soon 
as the hunter had departed, the fnends assembled, and discovered that the 
Tortoise had been token by the hunter Their hearts poured forth lamenta- 
tions, and they raised their cnos and complaints to the summit of the blue 
sky, and said, 

CIODPLET 

‘The day our eyes thy beauty cease to view. 

Look where tlicy will, tears will those eyi'S bedew 
What pain con equal separation from friends '' and what calamity con parallel 
the ahsenco of our comrades Whoever is excluded from beholding his 
companion, and is parted from oomniumon with his rosy-checked [favontc], 
knows that the wanderers m the plain of acpaiation havo the foot of bewilder- 
ment m the mire, and that the recluses of the ccU of affection keep the hands 
of regret upon their heart 

COUPLET 

How caust thou, painless, oitimato t)i$ cruel pang of our regret { 

How toll what thoso athirst must feel, while by thee flows the nvulot ? ' 

Each of the brotherhood uttered a separu^ moan, and composed a clamorous 
and piteous lament suited to his condition, and the tenor of their words had 
reference to one and the same subject 

COUPLET 

Without OUT loTcd one's sugared lips our hearts exult no more, 

Hofl of OUT friends, the joy of lifr, and life itself is o’er 
At length the Doer said to the Crow, ‘0 brother ' although our words arc 
extremely eloquent, and the effusions which we utter exoossiWy sweet, yet 
they do not benefit the Tortoise in the least , and our lamentations and 
keepings, and bemoaningB and disquietude, wiU not satisly' bim It is 
Accordanoe with good feith that we devise some stratagem, and 
ome device which may embrace his release and ensure his escape , 

1 Dur Imwilah-i i nah nistunadi a remarkable phrase 
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and the 'wise have said, ' The test of four kinds of persons is at four seasonB. 
The courage of tlie yaliaut may he known in the day of battle, and the 
honesty of the upright in the time of lending and borrowing, and the love and 
fidelity of wife and child may be discerned m the hour of famine, and the 
truth of friends may bo learned in the season of adversity and distress , 

COUPLET 

Let mo s comrade dnd m tunc of woe, I lack not friends in happy times, I trow ’ 
The Mouse said, ‘ 0 Deer ! I have thought of a trick The advisable 
course is that thou shouldest shew thyself to the hunter, and appear like one 
fatigued and wounded, and let the Crow ahght on thy back and make it 
seem as if he were attacking thee, and assuredly, when the eyes of the 
hunter fall upon thee, he will plume himself with the idea of catohmg thee, 
and will put down the Tortoise with his gear on the ground and make towards 
thee As soon as he comes near thee, run hmping away from him, but not to 
such a distance as to cast off his hope of catchmg thee Then keep him a 
good while employed m cliasmg thee, and do not foil to encourage him and 
to regulate thy movements It may happen that I may release the Tortoise 
and let him run away ’ The friends expressed tlieir admiration of his plan, 
and the Deer and the Crow showed themselves to the hunter as had been 
agreed When the too credulous hunter beheld the Deer hmpmg along, and 
the Crow hovenng round him and peckmg at his eyes, he fancied he should 
be successful m capturmg the deer, and putting down his bag from his back 
set to work to pursue him The Mouse forthwith severed the lies of the 
bag and released the Tortoise, and after an interval, when the hunter was 
well weaned m pursuing the Deer, and, despamng of success, came back to 
the bag, he could not see the Tortoise, and found the ties of the bag severed 
Ho was overcome with astonishment, and thought to himself, 'Ho one would 
credit these extraordinary circumstanceB which I have witnessed Pirst, 
there was the sevenng of the Doer’s fastenings, and his protending to be 
wounded, and the Crow’s sitting upon him, and the making a hole m the 
bag, and the escape of the Tortoise ! How ore we to oxplam these acts ? ' 
In the midst of these reflections, bemg overcome with terror, he said, 
' Most likely this is the haunt of faines and the abode of dtvs , I must get 
back with speed, and break off aU desire for the beasts of this plain Tho 
hunter took up the fragments of his bag and his broken net, and taking 
to flight, vowed that if he could escape from those wilds, for the rest of his 
life he would not sufi'er himself to think of thot plain, and he would, out 
of kindness, warn other hunters not to enter that wilderness 

HEUlSnCH 

‘For there the net Becurcs nought hut the mud ' 

And when the hunter had gone away, the friends re-assembled and returned 
to their dwelling-place free from carp and safe, and content and peaceful ; 
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and thenoefoorard neidier did the hand of calamity reach the ahirt of their 
B&irB, nor the nail of trouble lacerate the cheek of their condition or pro- 
oeedinga , and by the happy influence of their agreement and the beauty of 
their unanimity, the knot of their inendly intercourse was secured, and the 
bond of their society strengthened 

STAUZA 

The single thread an old dame's strength might break, 

But Zhl‘ were weak to rend its twisted ply 
Sugar, alone, the heart to burn will make. 

The rosea' unmixed ecent the brain will dry 
Bose-sugar, sugared-rosc, is best to take 
For vigor, uaeloss if imbibed dividedly 

This is the story of the agreement of friends and the narrative of the 
reciprocal aid and support of companions, and of sincerity of attachment 
in prosperity and adversity, and of the maintenance of regard in the time of 
tranquillity and of trouble, aud of the discharging social obligations in the 
season of enjoyment and of hardabip, and how these friends displayed steadiness 
in perfect devotion during the mishaps of time and the vicissitudes of fortune , 
and, consequently, by the blessing of unanimity and mutual aid, they 
obtained release from such mortal penis , and, casting disasters and calamities 
behind them, were securely seated, happy and unruffled, on the throne of 
friendly converse and the cushion of miith Jlow, it behoves a man of sense 
to feel it incumbent on him to give proper consideration to these tales with 
the hght of hia reason and the clearness of his judgment, for smee the 
friendship of feeble ammals yields such admirable fruits and choice rosul]ta, 
if a body of wise men, who aro the cream of mankind and the ^lite of thii 
human race, pursue a similar smccrc unanimity, and lay the base of friendship 
on these rules, and conduct to the end this faithfulness of intention and 
inward punty, how will not tho advantages thereof extend to high and low’ 
and the beneficial effects being manifested on the pages of the ciroumstancea 
of each individual, to what extent wdl not tho blessmg of such a procoedmg 
accrue to tho fortunes of great and small’ 

vXBax 

They wbo tbe laws of social coaverso know. 

Guided by tbem alone tbeir life will lead 
All that we do without a friend is woe, 

'Tu rare if fhcudless we in nught sniceed 
■Whose conrone is sincere, and free from wile, 

Grasp thou his skirt, for be will faithful bo. 

And seek the man whose acts arc void of guile, 

Who against fortune's arrow would shield thee 
With life. Fnonds who at core derated are, 

Their love than life itself is dearer for 

’ Zal Brides ' an o]d woman,’ and is also the name of a fameus hero, the father of 
Bustam Ihe equivoque oannot bo retained m Enghsh 
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CHAPTEfi IV 

IN EXPLANATION OE ATTENTIVELY HEGAHDING TEE CIECUMSTANCES 
OF OUR ENEMIES, AND NOT BEING SECURE AS TO THEIR 
STRATAGEMS AND MACHINATIONS 

INTKODrCTION 

The EiDg said to the Brahman, ‘I have heard the narrative of mntually- 
Bgroeing friends, and companions fitted for each other and sincere, and I have 
learned the result of their concord and unanimity, and have become 
acquainted with the fact that, 

OODPLET 

Ho feels no j^nef who lias a faithful friend, 

And one unfriended no delights attend 

Now if you would he pleased to recount the story of an enemy, and how one 
ought not to be deceived by him, nor to rely on his pretended courtesy and 
submission For the purpoi t of the fourth precept is this, that it behoves a 
wise man, from motives of prudence, not to place any confidence m a foe, smee 
friendship wiU never spring from an enemy 

COOPIET 

In one now hostile to expect a friend, Is Are and water in one spot to blend ’ 

Bldpal said, ‘ Of course a wise man will give no heed to the speech of a 
foo, noi will purchase the hypoerihcol wares of his deceit and imposture ; for 
a sagacious enemy, for his own purposes, displays the utmost gentleness, and 
gives his outwEud conduct a specious appearance at variance with his mward 
feelmgs , and employs all the refinements of dissimulation and the Eirts of 
deceit, and under cover of them, disposes deep plans and surprising devices 
Wherefore it behoves a man of sense and prudence, the more he observes a 
fawning and obligmg demeanor on the part of his foe, to momtain the 
greater suspicion and watchfulness , and the more his enemy advances the 
foot of suavity, the closer to draw m the skirt of acceptance, tor if he 
choose to be supme and leave a crevice open, his adversary, who is always 
on the watch for this state of things, will suddenly open his ambuscade and 
shoot the shaft of machination at tho target of his wish. And in this case, 
the opportunity for applpng a remedy being lost, his regret and repentance 
will be unavailing , and ‘ if ' and ‘would that,' wiU be in vam, and that will 
befall him which happened to the Owl from the Crow ’ Dabiahllm inquired, 

‘ How was that * ’ 
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STOUT I > 

The Brahman said, ‘ They have related that somcw'herc in the country of 
China there was a mountain so high that the sense of vision, in order to 
reach its top, was wont to halt several times , and the watchman of thought 
had never scaled the platform of its summit save with the ladder of faney 

conriiT 

Nought to its height, buyl mental luion, went, 

Nought save conjeiturc measured its descent 

And on that mountain, from whose exceeding loftiness and from the breadth 
of whoso area, 

COOPLKT. 

Heuieu's loftiest summit setmtd to he its crest 
And earth's erpanso seemed stxotehed out in its breast, 

the gardener of Divine Wisdom, purely by His omnipotence, had caused a 
tree to grow, such that its branches passed beyond the Pleiades, and its root 
had fastened themselves in the bowels of the earth 

VEBSE 

Each mighty branch of that gigantic tree, 

Rivaled the lute * of ncaven's honudary 
Rcasnii among its praises did descry 
Roots deeply fiiced, and branches m the sky ’ 

And on that many-hranchod tiec there were a thousand neats of crows, and 
these crows had a king, by name Piruz [Fortunate], in allegiance to whom 
all continued, and showed submission to his commands and prohibitions m 
opemng and contracting nil matters One night the king of the owh, whom 
they called Shabahung [Moving-by-mght], in consequimce of the ancient 
enmity which exists between the crow and the owl, made a night-attack on 
the crows with an innumeiahle army and a hlood-thusty host, and destroyed 
a number of them * 

courcBT 

With valiant arm he raised hi! hand on high. 

And low as dust ho made his foemou lie 


' This chapter coricspands to the Third Book of the Hitopadoslia, the Vigraha, where 
the story, howevor, is very ditfcicutly told 

* On this iidratu 'l-muntaAa, Lotr-troo of t’aradiae, sits Gabriel perched It is called 
al-muntaha os being on the verge of Eden 

^ After much cousidoratiou of this difficult couplet I enn make no other sense of it hut 
what I havo given, The roots wore too deop and the branches too lofty for anything 
hut the intellect to discover thoir whcrcahoulB Such an idea strictly accords vnth 
Persum taste 

* Bmndr as rus^dr bar dvardan is a common phrase, hut it is difficult to explain it 
Literally it is ‘ to bring out perdition fiom the life of any one ' 
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In 'Out daik mght he oonGiuned mth the flames of war many of the black- 
aetioned crows, and sketched on the collar of the condition of those gloomy- 
fortuned ones the writing, ' ^tU them wherever you find them,’ * and returned 
from that battle ■nctonous and tnumphant and strengthened and glad The 
next day when the dark-pinioned crow of night turned its face towards its 
nest m the west, and the host of stars, hke a flock of owls, were concealed in 
the comer of retirement, 

COtTfLET 

The warld-adommg sun its sabre drew, 

And, from the day, night's hosts m tenor flew, 

riniz assemhlcd his forces, and introduced the story of the onslaught of the army 
of the owls, and said, ' Yo witnessed the night-attack of the owls, and saw 
with your own eyes their oourage, and to-day some among you have been 
slain, and others stripped of then feathers, wounded and with their plumage 
ruffled And worse than this is their hardihood and intrepidity, and their 
cagemoss to harass and annoy us crows, and their discovery of our abode 
ond residence, and thcir becoming acquainted with our resting-places and our 
nests , and there is no doubt that the success and victory which they have 
won over this division will embolden them, and next time they will return 
more quickly, and on the next occasion wiU obtain a more effectual advantage 
than at the first, and will cause those who arc aheady sick of the disease of 
panic to drink of the same beverage, imd it is probable that if they make a 
night-attack again in this manner, they wiU not leave one of our army olive. 
Delihorate on this matter, and having stated the nature of your adnoe, devise 
with one consent how to repel them 

VEKSE 

As jet 'tis the Hist onset of our foes, 

Again new arts, new counsels, they' dcviBe 
Stop then this current ere it onward flows. 

Lest many a mischief from its progress rise 
Strongly to-day oppose disaster's tide. 

Lest iieit day s efforts should in vain he tried ' 

Wlion riniz had finished speaking, five crows from among the leaders of 
the forces approached the king, and offered the customary prayers and 
becoming praises Ifow these were celebrated among the crows for the 
excellence of thoir judgment and their abundant good sense , and renowned 
for the soundness of their counsels and the justice of their plans In nil 


' Enr’tui, n 11 1B7, Mar u 192, Sale, p 21, 1 4 ‘Therefore enter your houses by 
their doors , and fear God, that you may be nappy And fight for the religion of God 
against tho^ who light against you , hut transgress not by attacking them first, for Qod 
loToth not the trsnsgressors And kiU them wherever ye find them, and turn them out of 
that whereof they have dispossessed yon , fer temptation to idolatry is more gnerous than 
slaughter yet fight not agamst them in the holy temple, until they attack you therein , 
but if they attack you, slay them there This shall be the reward of the mfidcls ’ 
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they were wont to pronounce, the secrets of victory and buoooss were included, 
and m every way, which they pointed out, the tokens of prosperity and good 
were apparent 

STANZA 

They with cleiii judgment and trus wisdom’s aid, 

Tune's mirrored surface cleansed from trouble's stum 
Their perfect reason and just counsel made, 

The thousand knots of fortune loose again 

The crows were used to rely in all affairs on their advice, and under 
their guidance undertook measures for repelling disasters , and the kmg 
looked upon their judgment as auspiuoua, and in the matter of counsel 
did not ■transgress their sentence When the eyes of Pfruz fell upon them 
he honored each with his royal condescension, promised them robes of 
honor and gifts befitting their condition, and said, ' To-day is the day of 
trying your intellect and eminent qualities , place on the string of explana- 
tion every jewel that you have treasured up m the casket of your mind and 
set it on tile salver of representation , nnd every coin that you have struck 
in the mint of your lofty minds on the touchstono of credit you must hnng 
forth ftom the coinmg-houae of examination to the mart of manifestation ’ 
The crows loosed the tongue of eulogy, and said, 

VEHSE 

'King' may the world in thy safe-keeping be, 

And earth and time still friendly prove to thee' 

Hold thou the key that leads to victory, 

And may thv focmen 'neath thy footsteps lie ' 

Thine own high judgment will be the most nght-counsehng, and that which 
passes through thy luminous mind will be best and most proper "What can 
we, thy slaves, utter that is not a thousand-fold more visible m the rnuror of 
the imperial intellect ^ and what can we know that is not many times more 
inscribed on the tablet of the royal wisdom ^ However, m accordance with 
the saying, 'Mi that is commanded ti excu&abh,’ in whatever we maybe 
mteiTogated, that, to the extent of our capacity, and the full limit of our 
ability and power, shall he set forth 

HEallBTICH 

That which we speak is known to thy high mind ' 

The kmg asked one of them, ‘What dost thou say on this head, and 
how dost thou propose to meet this difficulty ’ ’ He rephed, ‘ 0 hmg * the 
wise who lived before us have pointed out to us the stratagem requisite for 
this kind of occurrence , and said that when any one is too weak to oppose a 
jwwerful enemy he must assuredly bid farewell to his property and effects, 
an d birth-place and fatherland , and must avert his face from his wonted 
dwellmg-place and well-known abode ■ smee to wage war is very penlous, 
and to stop into the plain, of battle is a great calamity ; especially when a 
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defeat has been suffered from an enemy, and it has been reckoned a piece of 
good fortune to escape from him And whoever — ^moonnderately advancing 
to avenge himself, pretends to attack foes, the impression of whose arms and 
hostility he has experienced, is bke one who slumbers in the bed of a torrent 
and who has built in the face of a flood, and to rely on one's own strength, and 
to he intoxicated with one’s own prowess and valour, is far removed from 
prudence, since the sword has two edges, and the gale of victory can blow 
from both sides 

VEHSB 

From stnfc with e'en a weaker man refrain. 

For torrents grow from single drops of rain 
Nor with more valiant wnmors meet m strife, 

Thou canst not smite thy finger 'gainst a knife ' * 

The King turned to another and said, ‘ What have been thy reflections, 
and m what manner dost thou foresee a prosperous issue to this matter^’ He 
replied, ' My seutimcnta do not accord with what the former minister has 
said with respect to flight and the desertion of our abodes Hay, that 
counsel beseems not men of understanding, since, at the first onset and attack 
to suffer one's self to be so abased, and to bid farewell to one’s home and 
fatherland, is a cause of disgrace and dishonor 

nsMisTicu 

At every wound hiave men must not give way, 

It is more advisable that we should make preparations for battle, and enter 
upon the war with all possible dignity, and on the most imposing scale 

VEllSE 

Culess we draw the sabre from its sheath, 

None will our name os that of brave men breathe 
Ourselves will he on honor's road the guide,* 

And meet the boastings of the proud with pndc 
So, aided by the world-creating Lord, 

On foes we'll wreak our vengeance with the sword 

The foftunate king may then fondle with the hand of enjoyment the chaste bnde 
of empire, when the water ’ of his fire-dropping scymitar has washed out the 
name of the mahgnant foe from the tablet of life , and the renowned emperor 
can at that time raise to the bp of his wishes the cup of blissful repose, when 
he has crushed with the stone of victory the goblet of the desire of the 
insolent-eyed foe The advisable course at present is that wo estabbsh 
videttes and keep watch on every aide whened danger can he expected, and 

' Lit., ‘ a lancet ' 

* I give ^us translation because of the equivocal meanings of aany and saMin, though it 
IB more likely that the real signification is, ‘ AV e shall ourselves shew the way to our 
dishonor, inasmuch os hefoie the weak wo shall play the recreant ’ 

* The word dfi si^lfies also ' the lustre of steel,' ' the water of a sword ’ Hence its use 
here, whm wociated with the epithet ‘ flre-dropping,' it is exactly suited to the Persiaii 
taste, which is the fkithest possible removed from that of Helicon. 
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if tbe foe aaaail us, meet him prepared and upon our guard, and ke^ our 
ground manfully in the battle until the face of victory shews itself to the 
eye of hope through the dust of the conflict, or our blood be mingled with 
the mire of the battle-ground m. the field of hoUbr and renown 

UBlilSTlOH 

Let me but fall witb honor, and 'tis veil 

,And it behoves kings on the day of battle, and at a crisis when their honor 
IB conceined, not to regord cnnsequenecs , and, in the time of war, to look 
upon life and property as valueless 

STANZA 

Ship Ihoa into the battle-bold prepared to die, and see 
In the liulluv of attammLnt'H hat the ball of thy deturc 
'Wouldat tliou that foitane shev ber face as thou wouldat wish to thee - 
Then meet thy fiieman front to front, nor from his face rctirt ' 

The Xing tm-ned the face of attention towards another, asking, ‘What 
does thj )udguiunt point out and what writing docs thy counsel inscribe on the 
boaid of rcprcsontatiori ^ ' lie icplied, ‘1 niJl have uothmg to do with what 
the othois h>iy ] thiuk it will be best to desjiuteh spies and employ clever 
emissoncs, imd having tliuioughly leeoimoitrod the position of our enonucs, 
to discover whcthci they show any intimation to make terms or not If 
they are contcul to leteiM tribute and subsidy from us, and will meet our 
friendly advauecs with the tavor ol acteptance, wo, too, will base our affairs 
on pence, and to tlio ci.tent of our power and the limit of possibility, we will 
undertake to pay tribute, and thus relieved from the hardshipB ol war and the 
afihctiun of thtir night-atUeks, we will lest in oui own country 

1 FlUSE 

Till witb Buccess by prudent plans wd meet 
betlL’i Ik* biiinble Uian risist our foes 
"WKlii foroe cannu^ flic nicDiv 

BcLU'i witli ^ifts tho door r>i Tnwihiot tlose 
Wouldst diou bj foemon'M mulito not bo stung ^ 

Wilb talihmaniL kmducss bind Ins tongue 

And one fit ting pohey and wholesome coimsel for kings, is — that when the 
preponderant power ol then enemy is apparent, and there is cause to dread 
that his injuries and influence will spread throughout the realm, and that the 
people mil be exposed to destruction and fall into the vortex of perdition— to 
try the throw* of stratagem and to meet the doubles’ of his foe with 
gentleness, and having released his subjects from tho check' of adversity, to 
make his wealth the shield of Uio state and realm — since to challenge the 
throw, though the cast' of the enemy may be on tho carpet* of overbeanng 
power and haughtmess, and to play the piece ' of opposition madly, m spite of 

' It Will bo saeb tb#t all the torma that follow are taken from the game of baokiunmoiL 
* Chess, dice, etc , arc plai ed by the Onenfals on a carpet as by us on a board 
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die adveiBOry’s superior strength, is for removed from the decrees of reason 
and diverse from the adornments of experience 

HEKISTIOU, 

When tunes aiW sdrcrse, then yield thou to tune ' 

The King called up another vazir, and said, ‘ Do thou, too, point out thy views 
and explain what enters thy mmd ’ He said, ‘ 0 King ' m my opinion, to 
leave our country and undergo the pam of parting and the affliction of exile, 
la more to be commended than to bleak the Diiead of our hereditaiy honor, 
and condescend to a foe who can never be aught but our mfenoi 

COITLET 

WTicn will the hawk the puny quail obey f 
When savigii bon» are of deer the prey 

If WO place ouraclvea in a position to assent to give tribute, and supply 
provisions to the owls, they will not bo satistied with that, and will exert 
tbomsplvch to the utmost of their power to extirpate and cut us off And they 
have said, ' It is right so fai to show deltiencc to an enemy, os to enable us 
to obtain our object of him, and not to eaiij this feeling to sneh an excess as 
that our minds should be dcgiaded and our enemy emboldened ’ And they 
will never bo content mth a tiifling tiibute from ub, wherefore our remedy 
13 patience imd cautious piotedure, and if the exigency arise there is nothing 
to render wai madmissililc, masmuch as the distresses of war arc preferable 
to the obliteration of fame and honor 

coupLrx 

better to lie entombed benruth the stone, 

Tliim, living, under vile ojiprobiium grojn ’ 

The king then called forwaid the fifth vo/ii, whose name was Karshinaa 
[Experienced], and said, ‘ 1 have much reliance on thy undei standing, which 
18 rapablc of solving difficulties — and mfinite confidence in thy world- 
lUuminatmg wisdom 

BTAN/A 

None e’er bclirld a solver of the Luots of church and state 
In straits, like to the counsels of thy pcnotnituig mmd 
From these alone men gam then wish, aro rendered fortunate, 

And by thy spint's influence the Humk's glories find 

What opinion dost thou give in this matter , and of war, and peace and 
expatriation, which dost thou select^' Kdrshmas replied, 'My counsel is, 
not to choose war with the owls save on compulsion, and so long as we con 
see some other issue for our affairs with them, not to base our proceeding on 
strife, because they are bold m fighting with ns, and we feeble against them 
They are both stronger and moie terrible than we are, and to despise a foe 
occasions one to be elated with pride, and pride borders on a fall , and before 
this I was m dread of their attacks, and I have now witnessed with my eyes 
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that which I feared, and they now will not give us trouble, because 
among them are cautious people, and a cautious man never feels himself 
safe from his foe, because when he is near, it is possible that he may mohe a 
sudden attack , and when the distance between them is great, it may be that 
he will turn back upon him , and when he hakes to flight, an ambuscade may 
be expected , and when alone one may suppose that he has devised some 
stratagem and treason And, according to this way of arguing, war is now in 
the knot of suspense on their part, and, supposmg that they hove the 
mtention ot making war, it is not advisable for ns to engage them, for he is 
the wisest of creatures who abstains from war , for that which is lost m war 
is the coin of life, and theie la no equivalent for that 

COUPLET 

Host tliou tlip strength of elephants, the claws 
Ot Uous , jet 'tiR hist from war to pause ’ 

The king said, ‘ If thou lo.".thest war, then whit dost thou propose He 
replied, ‘ Deliberation is requisite in this matter, and the heights and depths 
of it must be measured with the step of debate, for kings obtain by just 
counsels and ngbt delibcratnm those objects whirh are not nttuiiable with 
much treasure, and a countless band of ministers and attendants 

COUPLET 

The sword maj one, perhaps u hiiiKired, slaj IJj prudence a whole hott dissolves away * 
And the main thing in such matters is the luminous judgment of the kmg , 
and the counsel of judicious inimsters is a lausc of increasing tho lustre of 
intcUeot, whence arises the perfection of light, as the water of the sea is 
augmented by tho volume of the riveis, and, therefore, whoever does not 
seek assistance from the opinions of upnght councillors whose words are 
worthy of approval, will, in a short time, lose all he may have gained from 
the assistance of fortune and tho sujiport of successful coincidence , while he 
who fortunately jiartieijiutes in tho blessings of re.ison, and makes attention 
to tho words of those in whom confidence can bo placed his outer and inner 
garment, his happy destiny will be permanent and his fortune secure And 
to-day — thanks be to God ' — the kmg is adorned with perfect wisdom and 
anayod with tho beauty of nght counsel 

YEH^F 

0 Tliou ' whose reason guards the realm of worth, 
tVhose wisdom ^ to the castom orb gave birth. 

Whoso counsels true with nght opmion’s aid, 

Tho rules of justice on firm basis laid 

What my thoughts' value gaug*d by thy clear new » 

What pneo for heads from jewelers is due ? 


' Lit , ‘thou mayst break an army's hock ’ 

» Sdy signifies ■ the hindlmu of fire by the stick land,’ os well 
equivoque here, no trwe of which ran be preserved m the translation 


as ‘wisdom,* hence 


on 
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But BincQ the kin^ has honored mo by consulting me in this affair, and has 
bestowed on me the dignity of a counsellor, I wish to say some things m 
answer privately, while I will declare a part of my opinion m public And 
just os I am averse to war, so I feel repugnant to yield unqualified sub- 
miBSion and degrading compliance, and I wiU not bow my neck to tribute 
and the endurance of reproach to which our ancestors refused their consent 

conn.FT 

A vreak submistion brings foul obloquy, 

Than life dishonored better 'tis to die 

A man of a lofty spirit desires a long life that his memory may sumve, and 
his name be perpetuated, and if — ^which God forbid ' — ^infamy should attach 
to him, ho would prefer a brief career toibat 

HEMISTICH 

Good fame ■without reproach be mine ' for death is better fur thnn shame 
And I do not think it expedient for the king to malie a declaration of hia 
own weakness , for whoever yields to self-abasement, the doors of calamity 
are opened upon him, and the path of remedy closed against him 

cooruET 

Keep a firm heart, nor yield to weak despair, 

Where man is weakest Heaven grows darkest there 

And for the other segments of my discourse privacy is required m order that 
they may be represented to the view of the roalm-adoming judgment of the 
king ’ One of the courtiers in the assembly said, ‘ 0 Karshmas ' the 
advautago of consultation is this, that every one of those possessed of 
sagacity may say his say Thus it may chance that the shaft of the thoughts 
of one of them may strike the target of the desired object , and the wise 
have said, ‘ A counsel is an assembly of wise men, and wherever a body of 
men of sense outer upon an affair, the beginnings and issues thereof 'will be 
in the best possible way brought under their examination, and the issue 
of that matter will be combined with victory and success Thus a sage has 
said, 

-V-EliSE 

'Flare not tby bopcs on treasure, sword or host. 

But fiom ths wiso for plans and counsel call 
For prudent counsel will befriend thee most, 

Where sword and arrow ineffectual full ’ 

"Wherefore what can he the advantage of thy pioposmg to defer thy speech 
to a private audience ^ ’ Karshinfis replied, ' Not every one consulted 
IS worthy of tsonfidence, and state-secrets are not like affairs of ordmaiy 
occurrence and common transactions on which advice may be asked 
from any one And they have said, 'King’s secrets are disclosed by those 
consulted, or by ambassadors and emissanes ’ And how knowest thou that 
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theiB ifl ho emissary present here at this time, who la listening to our words 
m order that he may with all speed transmit to the enemy intelligence of aU 
he hears ^ So Uioy after due consideration of the beginnings and endings 
thereof, will close up their dangerous apertures, and the arrow of our 
schemes will fail to reach the desired mark And on the supposition that an 
enemy is present not being allowed, perhaps, each one of the bystanders 
may have a friend and companion, and it is possible that these tncnds may 
demand of them the particulars of this mcetmg, and a statement of what has 
been said, and m a very short time the exact nature of our deliberations will 
pass current in the mouths and on the tongues of all, and thus reach the ear 
of both friends and enemies , and hence it is that they have urged so 
strenuously the concealment of secrets 

COUFLBT 

IIiiw trathfully that man of prudence said ' 

‘Guard well thy secret, wouldst thou guard thy head'' 

And whoever divulges his secret to another who bears not the stamp of 
confidence, wdl repent in the end when regret is unavailing And no person 
needs to conceal hia secret with such strenuous care as a king, for if any one 
hut ho, who 18 truly a confidant of the king, becomes acquainted with his 
secrets, the greatest troubles may be expected to arise from it 

COUPLET 

If one bceido thyself thy counsel knon, 

Then for thy counsel soon thy tears must flow 

And there bale been many, who have lost possession of realm and loyalty, 
yea, of life and rxiatmce, through the disclosure of n secret, just as the King 
of Kashmir, through revealing his purpose to his vazlr, fell in a short time 
from the pumucle of pnneely power into the abyss of helplessness, and the 
sun of his existence set below the horizon of nonentity ’ Plruz inqiured, 
‘ How was that ^ ’ 


STORY II 

Kdrshinaa said, ' They have related that in the city of Kashmir there was 
a King, who had placed the reins of subjugation upon the head of the bay 
oouTBcr of the sky, and had cast the lasso of possession over the neck of 
refractory fortune From fear of the gloom of his ligh tnin g-like acymitar, 
the wind had not the boldness to blow contrary to the straight direction, and 
through dread of his life-ravishing shafts, whose effects resembled those of 
the thunderbolt, water had not the power to flow tortuously on the earth 


' * ft ftftcret/ and sar * the head ’ Hence anses an equivoque in the original 

Bnretainable in Engluh 
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VEI10E 

He o’er the world a robe of safety threw, 

That Ircod the sword from shameful nudity 
His justice such, — oppressed spirits grew 
Forgetful of their gronns’ sad archery ' 

And this potent King had in the unTiolutcd eanctnary of his ^aram and 
behind the curtain of enjoyment, “ a beautiful mistress, whose dark ringlets 
lent assistance to the longest winter-night, and whose lifc'bcstowing 
countenance outvied the full moon in perfect lovelmcsa If the vigil- 
keoping recluse had behold m a dream the image of her beauty, he would 
— like the chasto-skirtod morn — ^from attachment to her features, have rent 
the coUai of his rehgious garb 

vpnsE 

Of stately aspect and of stature tall. 

Her eyebrows arched, her locks m nooses fall 
Just so the cypress finds in the parterre, 

Jasmines for cheeks, and violets for hair. 

The king's heart was bound to that deheute fair one, so that he regarded the 
survey of her beauty as the sum of existence, and counted gazing on her 
ringlets and mole as the principal of life Every moment the attraction of 
the love of his mistress drew his soul towards herself, and the curl of her 
heart-dehghting ringlets snatched away the com of patience from the pocket 
of his heart 

ooupLirr 

It IS not of my own free choice I foUow her pursuing still, 

But losBO-Ukc her ringlets draw me on and on against my will 

And that playful and mischief-cxcitmg fair one, when she saw the bird of 
the King's heart pnsoned m the snare of her fascinatmg locks, drow the 
bow of her eye-brow to bohmd her oar, and lot fly the shaft of her glances 
at the target of his breast , and each hour, with her Wily coquetry and sweet 
blandishments, she tried a new tnp" against the foot of his heart 

COUPLET 

The art of winning ‘ lovers, and tho wont of causing feud, 

• Were like a robe that o'er her form by nature had boon sewed 

And through the cnpncious haughtiness inseparable from beauty, she was not 
content simply with the attentions of the King, but made other conquests in 

' He made the world so safe that there was no need to hare the sword Sighs ore said 
to be the arrows of the oppressed, and his justice was such that those who suffered, fo^ot to 
discharge them sahar-gdh^ ‘at dawn,' that is, 'at mommg-prayer,' which two words I have 
omitted 

^ A MS in my possession has the infinitely better reading of pardah-i 'tatnaf ' in the 
curtain of chastity,’ for the patdah-i 'tahrat of the editions, which should decidedly he 
expunged 

^ The tand is here ‘ a throw in wrestling ’ 

‘ Or it may be IctuM ‘ slaying ’ 

V 2 
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all directions, and cast the lasso of her fascinations over the neck of the 
unfortunate wanderers in the deserts of passion, and finaUj commenced 
operations with a youth of graceful form, who was one of the attendants 
on the king, and a stnplmg of kmd disposition, one of the court 
favontes, whose tender beard had amved, like Khizr, on the brink of the 
water of life, and the down of whose cheek shewed itself like a hyacinth of 
Paradise on the margin of the nver Kausor 

COUPLET 

The downy hairs by coral Ups appear, 

Like hehotropea that grow life's water near 

And the youth too was overpowered by love, so that on tho scroll of his 
frebng there remained not a character from tho volume of patience, nor was 
there a breath of life's impression left on the page of his fortunes 

COUPLET 

Ho tlifit hocomcM with love acquainted nought will chftBc his pain awoy 
He fpcdfi hi8 gnef, nor Icoch nor physic e'er can make hiq love decay * 

The lovor and the lady continually earned on question and answer with their 
eyes and brows, and conversed by gestures and nods One day the King 
was seated on the cushion of enjoyment, and had fixed his heart on union 
with hid fascinating mutioas, find the youth was standing m attendance, and 
all tlic requisites for entertainment were at hand The King gazed on the 
bewitching beauty of hia fair one, and perused on the page of her cheek the 
wnting, ‘/n the nmt p^rf^ct The My, careless of the King's 

regards, cast her eyes upon the youth, and displayed on her lips a smile 
which filled Time's lap with sugar 

HEBC16T1CH 

Smile, fljid the lap of plemure till with Bweeta ' 

The youtli too, from the corner of hi'j enchanting eye, respontled with a 
glance, which would have excited m the world a thousand troubles 


COUPLET 

Holf-oped the gay narcisaus of hia eye, 

And half looked forth, and half was coquetry 

When the King obseived that circumatance, the fiia of jealousy began to 
blaze in his heart, and now tliat he had discovered their attachment, he at 
once withdrew his affections from association with hia mistress 


' Touch not the tree,' such rule the wue have made, 

"Whioh o’er another garden cdste its Hhade 

He then thought to himself, ' To be precipitate m this matter seems far from 


' A MS in my possession reiulB dard parworad i nwJta&Aad-i t/dr hn^ wVJnL t 

prefer to that of the editions, of which I finfit difficult ^ 
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tliB path of reason, and to be over Imsty in lemoying these two persons, who, 
in point of fact, ore my enemies, is not agreeable to prudence, and a due 
regard for consequences 

HEMISTICH 

Patience, fur man, transccnda all thin^ that are 

He then passed over that thing as if he had not observed it, and finished his 
interview according to his cstabhshcd custom, and passed the night until day 
with the light of the taper of the beauty of his beloved, but lus heart burned 
moth-like m the flame of the fire of inquietude 

COUPLET 

King, lovcT, drunken and a love so fair, 

How could he see her mark another there J 

In short, the next day, when the Jamshid of the sun set up on the dome of 
the turquoise-coloured heaven the banner of victory and triumph, and the 
monarch of the planets removed from before the portieo of the reclinmg place 
of the blue sky the curtain of darkness 

, vEnsE 

When at tho tcU-tale monung's chilly spell’ 

The golden baaon from the terrace fell 

Tho tair-chceked bride, the sun, with maiden grace, 

From the sky's purple curtain shewed her face 

The king came forth [and seated himself] on the throne of his glory, and 
having proclaimed a summons to appellants, himself decided their suits 

COUPLET 

Kings, who to justice fiToringly incline, 

Of God's own mercy are the shade dmne 

And after he had finished transacting business and givmg sentence on tho 
suits, he held a private council with the vaair who was his pnme minister 
The executioner. Anger, importuned him to state to the vazir the occurrence 
of the mght, and, with his advice, to make the oflenders taste of the beverage 
of punishment, and the president, Heason, bade him conceal his secret, 
and put m execution the command which his heart required In the end 
anger prevailed, and he imparted some hmts of what lay hid m his heart to 
the vazi'r, and asked advice of him on that head The vazfr too gave 
sentence for putting them to death, and agreed with the opimon of the king, 
whereupon the destruotion of those two peiBons was determined, and it was 
resolved to moke each of them drink deadly poison, and so plunge them from 
the shore of existence into the whirlpool of annihilation, and m a way 

' Bam means bolh tlic 'light breeze' which onscs at morn, and also the 'breath of 
dcUaction ’ Suunso is compared to a golden basin falling Irom a terrace I shall bo glad if 
any cntic w ill throw uiorc light on this stiiugc expression 
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kHOVH only to the king and the Tazir, cany the affair to its ooncluguiii , so 
that the curtain of dishonor' should not be rent, nor the thread of roputahon 
severed 

COUPLET 

Such thingu us these 'tis better to eonceil. 

Thou wilt ropont if thou shouldit them reveal 

The vazfr came home from the piescnce of the kmg and found his daughter 
very sad and discomfited On asking her the reason, he learned that hia 
daughter had been that day in the serugho of the king, and that the had 
been treated by the royal lady discourteously m a variety of ways, and had 
received from her much indignity in the midst of her equals and associates. 
The vozfr was vexed at this eircumstanec, and said, to soothe his daughter, 

COUPLET 

' The inLSsciig’CT, the moming-brctrL, last nigh t did whispering say 
That flu day of trouble and ol gnef was tiectiiig fust uwuy 

Qneve not, far in these two or three days the lamp of her hfe will he extmet, 
and the flower of her cxistenee w ill ho wntheied ’ The girl in order to 
ascertain this cirourastauce, made inqmnes into the facts of the case The 
vazfr rccounLcd somewhat* of what had passed between him and the king, 
and enjoined her most strictly to keep it secict Thi' girl, pleased at this 
good nows, (umo out from hci fatlui’s prebt-nce, and shortly after, one of the 
attendants of Llic seiaglio and servants ol the Ilurum came to apologise to 
her and comfort hci When the piehnimaiy OiCuses had been made, the 
vozfr’s daughter said, ‘It matteis not If the king’s lady has for no reason 
given me pain, die wiU novel theless hoon get her pumshment and reward 

IIFHISTlCII 

iSoun will my foe be taken from my sight ' 

The attendant, too, displayed much gratification and delight at this, and 
asked, ‘ Whence dost thou say this ^ and when will it be that w c shall bo 
released from her tyiunny and cruelty * ' The va/fr’s daughter said, ‘ If thou 
art able to keep my seeiet, I will disclose to thcc this matter and will not 
conceal a particle from thee ’ The attendant swore an oath to her, and the 
vazfr’ B daughter detailed the whole affair exactly as it stood Hereupon the 
attendant humed hack and acquainted the royal lady witli the circumstance, 
and the latter sending for the youth to a pnvate consultation, informed him 
of the secret, and they together induced others to become their accomphees , 
and before tho King could hear of it, they came to his pillow and plunged 
the hark of his life into the whuipool of destruction Thus hy disclosing his 


• l eonfes. I should have preferred n/t Hdm. hero, us it would have eorrespouded better 
ill id"** ^ “f Mumar soeiw to give a 
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secret to the yazlr, he fell from the post of Bucoessful fortune , nay, also 
from the place of existence, to the narrow strait of ruin and the prison (£ 
extinction 

And the moral of this story is, that if kings consult with vaztrs, and reap 
the advantage of their expencnoe and sagacity , nevertheless, it behoves them 
not to acquaint any one with the secret of their hesxt, since when they 
themselves — notwithstandmg their divine rank and aid trom heaven, and their 
lofty spmt and noble character — ^ore unable to keep their secrets, how csn 
others who arc lower in position and mfonot m reason and understanding, 
preserve it 

COUPLET 

Whea thmc own secret thou canst not conceal, 

Why art thou veicd if others it reveal > ’ 

When Karshinas had recounted this story and hod perforated a gem of 
this beauty with the diamond of fascinating style, another of those present m 
the assembly, loosed the tongue of objection, saying, ‘ According to what 
thou, hast said, we must throw up the practice of takmg advice, and 
content ourselves with our own plana and judgment, yet to abandon counsel 
IS not approved by reason and wisdom, and the wise saying, ‘ And oonndt 
them m the affair [0/ war]' ' proves that an affair ought not to be nndertaken 
without consultation 

COUPLET 

Unless on counsel thou thy actions hose, 

Nor law nor reason find in thi'in their place ■* 

And the verse of God’s word which enjoins hia own Chosen ono, the Prophet, 
to take counsel with the attendants of the court of the prophetical office, is a 
proof that consultation is a divine command, uay, rathei im absolute decree 

COUPLET 

Since eouniol is the Prophet’s high behoof. 

Why from that method dost thou keep aloof’’ 

Karahinis stud, ‘ God Moat High commanded the Prophet (on whom be the 
divine blessing ') to consult with others — not that his judgment might be 
aided by theirs, since the luminous mind of the Lord of Prophecy, (may 
benedictions and peace be upon him ’) which was assisted by the mspiration 
of God and was adorned with the help of the supreme favor, is a world- 
displaying mirror, such that the true state of thmgs appears evident and 
distinct in it — but [the command was given] to attest the advantages of 
counsel, imd to corroborate its benefits, m order that mankind might array 
themselves with this admirable quality, and turn from self-deceit and 

’ Kui hn, PI 111 153 , Mar 111 ICO, Bale, p 50, 1 10 ‘Therefore forgive them and 
ask pardon for them and consult them la the atiair of war, and, aflor thou hast deliberated, 
trust m God , for God lovefh tlioso who trust m Him ' 

’ Lit ‘ Thou dischargeet not the duties of the law, nor givcat to reason its just claims ’ 
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qniuoEEtedaefis towards askmg advice of othene and sober deliberation , and 
support their own weak judgment with the aid of that of otheie , like the 
hght of a lamp, which is augmented by the substance of grease, and the rays 
of ftre, which are increased by the help of wood Now my words did not 
imply that we ought to give up consultation, but the meaning which they 
developed was, that we must conceal the ’conclusion which we come to from 
consultation, and keep close our resolve For the concealment of secrets and 
the withholding our intenhons, contain two most important advantages — 
the first IS, that it has been proved by experience, that every affmr which is 
kept conceded, is moat quickly brought to a successful issue, and the 
direction, ‘ Seek ye help in your motnentoue affaire,’ alludes to this The 
second is, that if that plan should not be in accoi dance with destmy, and 
the mind should be unable to perform its purpose, at least the rejoicing 
of enemies and the misohief-makmg remarks cl detractors will not follow 

COUPLET 

That I fall to win theo does not on mj aoul bo darkly weigh, 

Aa the sarcaaina of my rivals, who against me ayu inveigh ’ 

riruz said, ' 0 kmd counsellor ' I have perteot confidence in thy 
excessive attachment and loydty, and of all the vo/Irs and ministers who 
wait at this court, I know thco to excel m ability and judgment, whatever 
then, enters thy mind, of the nature of advice and loyal recommendation, 
allow not thyself to fail in declaiing it ’ Kirshinas made obeisance, 
and said, 

COUPLET 

‘ 0 thou ' hencath whoso sholteniig luatnc boasts and birds in Bofoty live, 

'WTiose wisdom's rays to man aweot rest, and to the race pnmEEval ■ give 

It IB incumbent on every servant, when he sees his master devising a 
measure, to declare that which he sees to approximate nearest to the nght , 
and if he find the royal purpose associated with error, to display the 
way m which mischief will result from it , and to speak with respectful 
gentleness , and unt J he observes his plans and counsels to bo thoroughly 
sound, not to desist And every counsellor who neglects hia benefactor and 
does not observe what is due from an adviser, nor discharge the requirements 
of upnghtness and confidence, must be regarded as an enemy, and the 
custom of asking advice of him must be abandoned , and whenever a king 
thus values and conceals bus secrets, «nd secures a competent minister and on 
upright counsellor in whom reliance can he placed , and considers the remu- 
neration of those who arc serviceable as sn obligation accuiding to the laws 
of pnneely rule , and recognizes the rebuking and chastisement of offenders 
as an intimate part of king-craft , it is most probable that his king tlnin 

I 

' Jana the iwino of a Pn^adamitr me, acrorduig to Muslim tradition. 
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viU remam pennanent and hiB fortunes unshaken, and the hpnd of the 
TiGiBsitudea of tune will not quickly snatch from him the gifts of favorable 
destmy 

vaasE. 

On futb and justice that thy throne may rest, 

Be all thy lahoi in their culture spent 
And let the world he with thy riches blest, 

That thou he ^lad, and God with thee content ' 

The £mg asked, ‘ How must secrota be kept hid and from whom ^ ’ 
KarshinaB rephed, ' The secrets of kings are of different degrees Some are of 
such a nature that the king must keep them concealed — even from himself, that 
IS to say, he must cany hia concealment of them to such excess that, as one 
might say, he himself is not to be the confidant of them, how then could he 
give even a hint of them to others ^ And a sage has said, on this head, 

STANZA 

‘ That which should not bo mentioned, m thy mind 
Keep hidden, and that so ngidly, 

That should thy heart long socle the thought to find, 

The search may vain and unsuccessful be ’ 

And there are a few other secret matters in which the position of confidant 
may bo imparted to two persons, and in others it may be extended to three, 
and it IS allowable to go as far as four and five persons But a secrot which 
the mind may have conceived in the matter ot the owls, admits not of being 
confided to more than four cars and two heads ’ After the King had heard 
these words he turned hia face towards his cabinet, and having sent for his 
vazir Kdrahmia, introduced the subject, and mqmred, first, ' What has been 
the cause of the hostility and whot the reason of the enmity and spirit of nvaliy 
between us and the owls ^ ’ Ho replied, ‘ In ancient times a crow uttered a 
speech, and the owls nourished a spito m their hearts on that account, and 
laid the foundation of hostility, and that quarrel and feud have contmued to 
this day ’ The King asked, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 

STOKY III 

He said, ' They have related that a flock of birds assembled and came to 
an agreement, saying, ‘We must havo a chief and leader, to whom wo con 
have recourse m troublous affairs, that if an enemy come to make war upon 
us, we may exert ourselves to repulse and get nd of him with this chief’s 
oesietonce ’ Hereupon, each of them designated one of the birds os chief, and 
another exerted himself to brmg proofs and arguments to make the nomma- 
hon abortive, until the turn came to the owl A party were unammous to 
make him chief, and to givo the reins of authonty mto the hand of his 
management Wken they entered upon the considifration of this subject. 
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Bull commenoed ai;^imig aa to the acceptance or i^octLon of hun, the fire of 
mischief blazed up between them, and the discusaion passed from the limitB 
of moderation to hoatility and contention Borne, through partiality to the 
owl, set up the banner of prqudice, and others threw the stone of discord 
into the field of agreement In brief, it was reaolved that they should make 
another arbiter, who was not a member of that assembly, and that both 
parties should consent to whatever he directed, and that they should thus 
tenmnate thoir dispute It befell that they saw at a distance a ciow, and 
they said, ‘ Le ' there is one who does not belong to this assembly, we will 
ask counsel of him, and another thing is, he is of oui race, and until the 
nobles and grandees of every particular kind of birds are not agreed, 
unanimity is unattamahle, and without unanimity, this plan that wo propose 
IB impracticable ’ Wherefore, when the crow had joined them, they told 
biTTi the state of the case, and asked him for direction m the matter The 
crow rophed, ' What vain thought and impossible longmg is this ^ What 
has the ill-omened owl to do with the office of ruler and governor ^ and what 
busmess has that ill-favoured creature with the dignity of absolute power 
and Buthonty ^ 

COUPLET 

0 Fly ' the Slmurgh's inorement-ground le not for thy mancniiTres made. 

Much thou troullcsl us while boastful th} puny force thou dost parade 

Wliat has happened to the high-soaiiiig falcon, which boasts equality of place 
with tile eagle of the sky ’ and what has bclallen tliu beautiful peacock of 
graceful form, by the ornament of Avliose feathers and wings the garden of 
beauty and elegance is adorned ’ Where is the Huma of fortunate omen, 
the sliadow of whose anapiciouBness sots the crown of exaltation on the head 
of renowned kings ’ And the glorious eagle,' at the clang of whose victonous 
pmions and triumphant wings the summits of the mountains quake, why is 
ho absent ^ If oU the birds of noble race were to pensh, and the weak and 
feeble too were lost without a trace, it would be better that the birds should 
exist without a king, and not consent to the dishonor of being subjects to the 
owl, and the disgrace of being ruled by him Por he, together with * his foul 
aspect, has a base intellect, aud, at the same time that he is a slave to his 
angry passions, docs not refrain from feelings of arrogance, and, besides aU 
this, he is shut out from the beauty of the world-illuminatmg day, which, 
according to the sftcred vclsc, dcstifind tlic doy to yummy yonv 

> ’ Vltib IS ‘ on englc,’ ’alahat ‘ moiintain-Bummits,' whence ansos n play on words by tho 
figuio called TajuSs, of which Onontah are passionately fond, and of which so many eiaraplea 
have already been nted 

® Tho oonmon meaning of la ujujad ‘notwithstanding,’ will hardly apply here, for there 
u no reason why ugly men shoold not bo foolish as well as hideous I have therefore taken 
the first onmal meaning of tho words, ‘with the existence of 'co-enstent with,' or 
‘ together with ' 
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hvtUhaod,'’'- ifi the stock of the market of enhsisteiLco , and he ls excluded 
from the hght of the creation-adommg aim, 'which, aa declared* by the text, 
'And placed therein a burning lamp,'^ la the tmiverac-irradiatiiig lamp and 
taper that gilds the earth And what is atiU worse, passion and levity have 
got the better of him, and vehemence and absurdity are manifest in all his 
actions Abandon this unwholesome project, and base your affairs on 
wisdom and ability, and control your transactions by the rules of 'wisdom, 
and consider it incumbent on jmu to manage every matter in accordance with 
sound viows, so that yo may always hvo tranquil and free from anxiety And 
your first core must be to appoint among yourselves a president, in whose 
intelligence and sagacity and good sense and ability you may have perfect 
confidence and complete reliance So that whatever circumstances may arise, 
and whatever momentous affair or accident may take place, he may be equal 
to the management of it with his judicious mind, like that Hare which 
pretended to be an ambassador from the moon, and, by skilful management, 
averted a terrible calamity from his race ’ The birds imj^uired, ‘ How was 
that ^ ’ 


STORY IV 

He said, ‘They have i elated that one year, in the country of elephants, 
in one of the islands of Ztrbad,* it happened that no rain feU, and the mother- 
clouds, fiom the teat of maternal affection, did not distil a drop into the 
mouth of the thirsty-lippcd ones ol the cradle of the earth The fire of 
drought made the fountains ® moistureloss as the eye of the hard-hcartod , and 
the springs of water became di-y, hke the mouth of the longing of the poor 
The elephants, impatient of thou suffenngs from thirst, complained to their 
king, who commanded that they should hasten in all directions to procure 
water, and should carry on the search with a diligence that could not 
be exceeded The elephants, having traversed all the coasts and borders of 
that country with the step of investigation, arrived at a fountain, which 
they called the fountain of the moon,'' and which by the Porsians was named tho 


‘ Kur’nn, FI Axtui 10, Mar IxsTiii 11, Sale, p 433, 1 7 'Have no not made the 
eiuth for a bed, and tlic moimtums fur stakes to lix the same ? And have we not created 
jou of two sexes , and appointed your sleep for rest , and made tho night a garment to cover 
you, and destined tho day to tho gaming voui bvelihood, and built over you seven solid 
heavens and placed therein a burning lamp ’ 

I An excellent MS in my possession reads hh ptrwdnah ‘ by the decree’ , which is 
infinitely preferable to the unmeaning pirayah-l of the editions, which is not only devoid 
of senso, but dostroys the symmetry of the corresponding sentences 
® Kur’ in, ch Ixxviii , 12, os quoted m note 2, above 
* The modem Itiirmah 

I Chmlmah ' fountain,’ chaahtn ‘ eye,’ tho figiire Taynis again 

" 'Tho words rendered ‘ fountain of the moon,' are Arabic, and the Persian translation of 
them, as will be soon, follows 
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* Chashmah-i-mih ’ It wag a deep pool, and contained an mezhaugtible supply 
of water. The elcphant-kmg, with all his retinue and wamors, proceeded 
towards the fountam to dnnh water, and around it certain hares had located 
thcmselrea, and of course some of them were injured by the elephants 
Each one pn whom an elephant set hia foot, received such punishment ' 
that he was obbged to retire from the stage of life, and met with such 
chastisement as it is impossible to expoimd the result, except by referring 
to the area of non-existence 

C011F1.ET 

Not to the plain in such •wild fury rush, 

Lest hoods honcath thy couiser’a hoof thou crush 

By one visit of the elephants many of the hares were squeezed and trampled 
to death 

HEMISTICH 

Who'll lire, if thou thus comest twice or thrice ^ 

The next day they wont together to thoir king and said, ‘ A just king is the 
protection of the oppressed, and the aid of the destitute Every one who 
occupies a throne sits there for the admmistration pf justice, not to lead a life 
of pleasure 

couriET 

Then fore thou didst this thione sscend. 

That thou the helpless mightst befriend 

Give us justioc and exact satisfaction for us from the elephants, and 
graciously remedy the sufferings wc exponence from them , for every moment 
they may return and, this time, trample under their feet some poor wretches 
who escaped half dead from their tread 

COUPLET 

When first thou (hdst thy face display . my heart, my reason, senses, fled. 

Now tato my life, with lifo ulone this tenement is plenishbd ’ 

The King said, ‘This is no tnfling matter, that we should enter 
carelesaly upon it Let every one of you who is possessed of ability, 
attend, that we may hold a consultetion , for the execution of a resolve before 
counsel has been taken, is not among the happy quabtics of the wise 

COUPLET 

The mind with wisdom nchly fraught Will, unadvised, resolve on nought ’ 

Now among the hares there was one of sharp mtcllcct, whom they colled 
Bihruz,= and men relied on him for the abundance of his good sense, and 


• The figure Tajnls is here again employed , guahmali, lit 
foUowod by j/iihah ‘ comer ’ and ow/ia* ‘ chastisement,' by sia-B/ ■ result ■ 

“ ■ Fortunate day ' To say that «im relied on this hare seems absurd enough 


nibbuig' of the ears,' u 
result ’ 
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hia perfect underatanding and cleamesa of min d and excellent judgment 
Wlxen he perceived that the kmg waa diatreaaed by this matter, he advanced 
Baying, » 

TBESE 

' Thy helpless subjects, aye regard, 0 lung ' with pitying love, 

For this the rule and custam is of those who justly reign 
I^oi ever irom the destitute thy favoring glance removo, 

That thus thou mayest from crown, throne, wealth, and rank, enjoyment gam 

If the Kmg thmk it advisable, let him aend me on an embaaay to the 
elephants, and ha^ng appomted a commissioner, despatch him with me, that 
he may see and hear what I do and say ’ The King said, ' I have no doubt 
of tby rectitude and good-faith, and truth and honesty, nor shall I ever 
doubt of it, and I have oft witnessed and heard of thy speech and actions 

COUPLET 

For thy deeds’ com it is enough that them I oft have tried. 

And on the stone of trial found that they no alloy hide 

Go With good-fortune, and that which thou deemeat to be adTiaable for the 
present crisis and adapted to the circumstances, do ' And thou knowest that 
the messenger of a kmg is his tongue , and whoever wishes to know the 
title-page of the writing of any one's mmd and the mterpretation ’ of the 
secret of his heart, may learn it from tho words and actions of hia envoy. 
For if virtue and excellence bo visible m the latter, and laudable impressions 
and praiseworthy conduct discernible m him , they may regard this os a proof 
of tho worthy selection and perfect appreciation of character in tho king 
while as regards the messenger who is guilty of errors and remissneas, the 
tongue of cavilers wiU be put m motion, and find occasion for reproach and 
disparagement Moreover, tho wise have given strict injunctions, and msiated 
beyond measure, that whoever sends an envoy to a place, must take care that 
he IB the wisest of his tribe, the most eloquent of them m speech, and the 
most perfect m action And former kings used for tho most part, to send 
sages on embassies, and Iskandar Zu'l-kamam* went even beyond them 
in this, for he disguised hunsclf, and used to go m his own person as 
ambassador, and say, 

COUPLET 

' Great heroes, like the lion-kiug. With their own feet their message bring ' 

And an emment person has said, with reference to the despatch of envoys, 

* For tarjtmdn ‘mterpreter,’ I would gladly read tarjumaA ‘ interpretation,’ did the MSS 
allow It 

‘ ‘Alexander with the two horns,’ or the elder Alexander, of whom many fabulous stones 
are related hy Onentals The real Alexander is called in distinction, ‘ Bdmi ’ or ' bm Filikds ’ 
(son of Philip) The two horns are said to allude to the conquest of east and west , but, in 
my opinion, they owe their ongin to a eomiption of the tale of Alexander’s claiming descent 
from Jupiter Ammon, who appeared to him under the form of a ram Homs m general aro 
symbolical of strength, os in Daniel and tho Psalms For an account of this Alexander, see 
Sale, pp 226, 227, and the note there marked 'f ’ 
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VSHAB. 

‘ Wise miut he be by monorchi sent, 

And bold in speech and eloquent 
He must reply to afrthey ask. 

So as to best fulfil hu task 
In speaking it must be hia am 
For those who hear, hu speech to frame 
Oft has a word too roughly said, 

The world embroiled and heaped with dead 
And oft another, soft and mild, 

Two nations' hate has reconciled ' 

Bihruz said, ‘ 0 king ' ulthough I have such ahoxo of the knowledge of 
the rnlcB of an ambaaaador ’0 duty an I have, j'et if the king, the asylum of 
the world would condcseeud to arrange on the shing of favor, some precious 
jewels from the casket of wisdom, I will make them the ornament of my 
career , and regarding them as the decoration of my character and the capital 
upon which I am to draw, will never seek to swerve in all I do or engage m 
from that canon , and will carry out to the end, my transactions m 
accordance with that rule of procedure’ The King said, ‘ 0 Bihruz ' the 
best directiou to an envoy and the moat useful rule for the discharge of his 
functions, is this, that lua tongue should be employed like a keen scyraitar — 
vigorously and sharply, hut the jewel of courtesy and gentleness should 
bo manifest and displayed on his pages , and the hght of hemgnity and 
politeness evident and conspicuous on all sides of him Every speech from 
the exordium of which roughuess is apparent, must ho termmated at its 
cloBO ‘ with softness and mildness, and if, at the commencement of his 
discourse, ho enter upon his subject spintedly, with words inspiring terror, 
he should finish his harangue kindly and soothingly, with amiable 
expressions and a bewitching su.ivity 

conn nr 

The Boeda of hate are from the breast removed by words that soothe, 

And gentle tongues can all the folds of frowning eyehiows smooth 

In short the words of an envoy should be based on the rule of courtesy and 
ngor, of anger and mildness, of love and violence, of equity and opposition , 
and he ought to observe the path of binding and loosing, of taking and 
giving, of rending and binding up, of making and burning,” so that he may- 
have a due regard to the honor of his king and the gloiy of his prince, and 
at the same time may discover the intention of his foes and their hidden 
mind And the essence of all directions on the subject of an amhassador-ship 
IB oontamod m this, 

^ The mafPs la the beg inn i ng of a poem, the maJ^a u the cffisnra or pnnee in leadULg 
vaime 

” Theee -wnrda eeem meaningleaB enough in English, and in Persian am only recommended 
by alliteration and mmilanty of sound 
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HEHlSTICH 

Send one thati U'u«, nor Atm untA ntlei reatnet' 

Then Sihiuz made his oheisBiice and came forth &om the court of the king 
and tamed until Ifight, clothed m sable garb, drew down the curtam of 
darkness before the palace of the blue sky , and after a time the table-decker of 
omnipotence pubhcly displayed the silver salvei of the moon on the table of 
heaven. 

COUPLET 

When Etc her mushy ringlets did untie, 

The moon moved proudly o’er the terraced shy 

At the time when the centre of the moon had nearly reached the circle of 
the imd-aky and the beams of the leaser luminary were spread over the 
dusty surface of the earth, whoso surface was lUuminatod by the world- 
adonung beauty of that taper of the cell of the destitute , Bihruz set off for the 
isle of elephants, and having reached thorr abode, reflected, ‘ In the vicuuty 
of these oppressors, there is nak of losing my hfc, and danger of destruction , 
and, even though they should not assail me, yet foresight demands that one 
should not encounter the tomble and the oppressive , since they, from their 
excessive haughtiness and pnde, care not for the poor and broken, and if a 
thousand helpless ones ponsh beneath the tramp of their power, the dust of 
that tramphng would not reach the countenance of their pndc 

COUPLET 

For our lorn state wbat cures the tranquil sky ' ' 

What oaros the morning, though the taper diel 
The advisable course is for me to ascend an eminence, and dehver the 
message I have m charge, from a distance If it be accepted, then my object 
IS gained, and if my stratagem succeed not with them, at least I shalL 
escape with life ’ He then ascended a height and called out to the king of 
the elephants, saying, ‘ I am the envoy of the moon, and no fault attaobes 
to a messenger whatever he may say or hear, ‘ And the delivery of his 
message is all that is incumlent on one sent'"^ and although a speech may 
appear disrespectful and rough, it should nevertheless receive a hearing , for 
whatever message the moon has given, 1 cannot use my own discretion 
either m onlargmg or contracting it And thou knowest that the world- 
traversmg moon presides over the bazar of the night, and is the deputy of 
the lord of day, and if any one imagine ought ogomst him, and listen 


' JWrf chiA ddrad is bad grammar, aud, even m Persian, bad grammar is inadmissible I 
was much pleased, therefore to find m a MS I have recently purchased, falaJe chth ddrad, 
for which the reading of the editions ought to make Way 

“ Eupl’ii, EEiE 17 , Sale, p 298, 1 24 'If ye charge me with imposture, venly sundry 
nations bsfore you llkewiso charged tbcir prophets with imposture but public preachiu only 
U Inoninbent on on apostle ' This sentence occurs in several other passages of the KuP kn, 
eg at ch. iiiv 93 It will bo seeu that I have rendered the sentence more hterolly than 
Bole, as the context here requires, and as aUmuitn is onuttod in the present quotation 
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not to tuB megBBge with, tho ear of attention, he will have stmck an axe 
againat hia own foot, and atnven with his own hand for his own destruction ’ 
Tho king of tho elephants was startled at this address, and asked, 'What 
18 tho purport of thy embassy Bihruz rephed, ‘The moon says, 
‘Whoever sees himself superior to the weak in power and majesty, and 
becomes inflated by his own might, and spirit, and strength, and prowess, and 
dosireB cruelly and tyrannically to overthrow the feeble, this circumstanco 
betokens his own fall, and these feelings plunge b-im into the whirlpool of 
destruction 

VEME 

Sow nat the seeds of pride within thy breast, 

Nor Buffer malice in thy heart to rest 

How long wilt saddle fury's steed > for know 

If thou epun'st on, he’ll not continue so 

Soon o'er thy hiad these troublous waves will rise, 

And heaven's shaft pierce thy buckler from the shies 
In ether scenes must end this course of pride, 

And thy powers fail thy onward steps to guide 

And from this haughtiness, through which thou regardeat thyaelf aa excelling 
other animals, and valuest thyself on thy strength and ternbleness, both 
of which are on the point nf waning, things have come to this pass, andaffuirs 
have reached this clunax, that thou host invaded my foimtam and marched 
thy army to that spot, and, from excess of bhnd hostility, hast troubled that 
water ' What ' dost thou not know that if the swift-winged eagle fly over 
my fountain, the bghtuing of my wrath consumes her offending pinions , and 
if the eye of Taurus,* from the meadow of the sky, look thereon with the 
glance of appropriation, Arcturus, with hia temble javehn, will transfix that 
eye ’ 

vnasE 

A demon coming there miut bow his boad, 

A bird that dies there too must droop bis wing 
Nor G‘on tbe aky, sayo by some gnidance led^ 

Could from that air, those confines, itself bring 

And I, from excess of compassion, have thought fit to tram thee by this 
embassy If thou foUoweat up thine own interests and repentest of this 
temerity, it is well ' Else I will come m my own person and will slay thee 
terribly, and if thou doubtest of this message, come this moment and I will 
present myself in tho fountain that thou mayest see me with thme own eyes, 

* Nome of s very bnllunt bIw 

• ‘ Sumfia^r-rdmiA' and ‘ nmdku'l-’dsal' are the names of two stan called also ‘ tho feet of 

the lion ’ The fonner is Arcturus, the latter (‘mndh^-l-'(lial') u Spica 

Tirgmu , nfiuU means %h,' nfiniA means 'armed with a apear,' and ' duf signifies ‘unsnned ' 
Thus the name of Arcturus would he ‘ The spesr-snuod fish ' In speaking of the fountain 
(ehninuX), therefore, there u that kind of equivoque m the name of Arcturus (oir, ‘the 
spesr-annM Ash’) which is so pleasing to Feman to^ 
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and henceforward forbear to dwell near thia spring ’ The king of the 
elephants was astonished at this address, and haring gone to the fountain, 
beheld the appearance of the moon in tlie water. Bihriiz said to him, ‘ 0 
king ! take up a little water, and having washed thy face, prostrate thyself 
Perchance the moon, feehng commiseration, will incline favourably to thee ’ 
The elephant stretched out its trunk, and when it struck the water 
and agitated it, it seemed to the elephant that the moon made a movement 
Hereupon the elephant culled out, ' 0 envoy of the Moon ' it was, jjerhaps, 
because of my putting my trunk in the water that the moon moved ' Elbruz 
exclaimed, ‘ Heavens ' on thy knees ivith speed ' that he may be tran- 
quilized ’ The elephant bent down and did homage, and promised that 
henceforward he would not come tlierc, nor brmg the elephants to the neigh- 
borhood of that fountain Bihniz conveyed this news to his kmg, and the 
hares reposed in peace , and by that stratagem he averted from them so 
terrible a calamity 

And I have u.sed this story to show that a clever person is required 
among you to bo your leader, in meeting emeigpucies and in exerting himself 
for the repulse of foes And if at this time a clever and intelligent person 
had been consulted by you, he would ncvei have suffered the title of king to 
be msenbed on the name of the owl, and would h.ive put you on your guard 
against bringing on yourselves the disastrous disgr,iLe of liis leadership, for 
together with the numerous bad qualities that he has, fraud and artifice and 
deceit and croft are also bound up with his disposition And there is no fault 
in kings BO great as perfidy and bad faith and trickery and insincerity. 

VKBSE 

lie who to lo\o and faith a strangei ie. 

Not e'en a trace of friendship can be his 

The breast which traitorous falsehood steeps m night. 

Then, dwells not e’en the feeblest ray of light 
ho not unfaithful, for amid mankind. 

No fault like wont of futh deforms the mind 

And kings arc the shadow of the Creator — may His glory he magnified ' — 
and without the sun of their justice, the world’s surface is not illuminated; 
and save under the shadows of their beneficence and equity, mankind cannot 
repose in the cradle of secuiity and peace Nay, the pavihon of heaven is 
supported only by the pillar of justice , as it is said, ‘ By juiUce stand the 
heaiens ’ 

OOnPLET 

If justice moasuroment did not supply, 

Ne’er could, uprearM, stand the azure sky. 

Since the cord of the security of mankind is bound up with the existence 
of a just king, and the tent-cords of heaven, without the aid of justice and 
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beneficence, the manifeBtors of 'which are the soTrercigns of the age, would be 
rent asunder, and since the command of kings has free course with respect 
to the life and property of men , and their mandate, like descending fate, 
pervades and penetrates in the currents of the loosing and binding of affairs , 
it therefore behoves a kmg to be faithful and not tyrannical, and to make 
choice of tenderness towards his subjects and not violence , and to keep the 
mirror of his breast untarnished by malice, and not to admit on the tablet of 
his heart the 'wntmg of perfidy and deceit lor those unfortunates, who are 
afflicted by the tyranny of a perfidious king and the cruelty of a false ruler, 
meet with what befeU that Partridge and Quad, from the cat that fasted ' 
The birds asked, ‘ How was that’’ 


STORY V 

The Trow said, ‘ I had my nest on a tree m the skirt ol a mountain, and 
in my neighborhood there was a Partridge In conBC(juencc of our 
proximity, the feelings of friendship between us were strengthened to the 
utmost, and from constantly seeing him I had become famihar with him, and 
at OUT leisure-seasons a conversation would spring up between us All of a 
sudden he disappeared, and the tune of his iibscnce was piotracted, so that I 
began to suspeit he had perished, and alter a long mtcrvil a tiuail came and 
look up his resideuce m the I'artiidge's abode Suite, however, I wiis 
imccrtain as to the iato of the Poitiidge, J did not qiiairil with the Uuail for 
what he did , and I said, 

HLMlSTItM 

‘ One gui'B iind etiuiglit aaotlirr hits In', pkee ' 

Some time elapsed after this circumstanee, and the cirtling licavrns made 
several revolutions, when the Partridge returned, anil seeing another in his 
abode, began to quarrel, saying, ' Give up my place and vacate my lodging ’ 
The Quail replied, ' The house is now in my occupanc}^ and I am the 
possessor , if thou hast the right to it, thou must e\crt thyself to prove it ’ 
The Partridge replied, ' Thy possession is by violence and usurpation, and 1 
hold proofs and documents as to this matter ' In short, a downnght quarrel 
arose between them, and the fire of mischief bla/ied higher every instant, and 
the flag of obstinacy and strife was each moment held more aloft, and 
however much I tried, by artifice, to reconcile them, it was aU in vain, gnd 
it was decided that reference should be mode to the judge, that he might 
hear what both parties had to say, and having issued his commands as justice 
should require, might terminate their dispute The Partndge said, ‘ Hard 
by there is a cat, pious and abstenuous, devout and uninjunous Always 
during the day he fasts, and posses the night-hours m devotion, and from the 
time when they beat the kettle-drum of the golden- throned Jamshfd of the 
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sun, m the vestibulo of the palace, 'The heaven we have till the tune 

when they spread the carpet of the sable- vested sovereign of the night in the 
expanse, ‘ And we have etretched forth the earthy ‘ he melts his precious soul 
into the crucible of abstemiousncsa with the fire of hunger And from the 
hour when the calvacade of the stars and the host of the fixed stars come 
rushing into the plain of the sky , and the period when the chamberlains of 
omnipotence, with the candle of the world-heautifymg dawn which gleams 
from the ascendmg-place of the honzon, display to the inhabitants of the regions 
of the earth the tokens of the outposts of the sun, (which warns the world that 
this ascctical cat stands taper-hko on the foot of devotion and meltmg with the 
heat of rehgious fervor and the blaze of heavenly love, showers down tears, 

TEBSK 

Hia tears wash out all crcaturc-sympatliiea. 

And in want’s cell he seeks a heavenly prize , 

Oil both worlds turns his heel, does all disown, 

Strange to himself and bound to God alone ) 

the breaking of his fast is hmited to water and herbs, and the injuring any 
living thing and spilling its blood is far removed from his habits No kdzl 
can bo moie just than he, nor con wo secure any better arbiter to give a 
nghtful decision between us Let us go to him, that he may settle our cose ' 
Loth jiartics consented, and proceeded to the house of tho judge I, too, 
following their footsteps, set out — ^being desirous of seeing this fast-keeping 
cat, (winch, thought I, is surely one of the wonders of the world), and of 
observing hia justice in deciding between the litigants No sooner did that 
perpetual fastei set eyes on them, than he stood upon his nght foot and 
tumod his face towards the sanctuary, and assuming the air of a pdgnm 
engaged m the performance of the ceremomes of devotion, entered upon 
a prayer of prodigious length, and with the most intense deliberation 
persevered in making genuflexions with the most scrupulous exactness 

VERSE 

Tho key of hell’s gate is that prayer, I trow, 

Which thou protractest in the gaze of men 
Since none is worse, more vile within, than thou. 

Why honor’s gilduig for thy outside then* 

The Quail was astomshed at his demeanor, and tho Partridge seriously 
contemplated his proceedmgs They waited tiU he had finished his prayer, 
and having humbly offered their respectful salutation, requested that he 
would he judge between them, and settle their lawsuit about the house. 


' Kur’kn, li, 47, Bale, p 3S6, 1 9 ‘We have huilt the heaven with might and we 
have given it a large extent and we have stretched forth the earth beneath , and how 
evenly have we spreu tho same '’ 
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according to the decrees of justice The cat, after they had importuned him 
and pressed hun excessively, bode them state their case, The Partridge and 
Quad then represented the circumstances ‘Young people,’ quoth the Cat, 
‘ old age has made a great change in me, and my external senses have suffered 
a complete deebne The revolution of the miU-stone of the circling heavens has 
sprinkled the dust of decrepitude upon my head, and the wintry hand of the 
cruel autumn of life has taken awav the moisture cf freslincss and vigor 
from the plant of the garden of existence , and the night ‘ of youth, which is 
the cause of all strength and energy, has been exchanged for the mommg of 
hoary age, which is an accumulation of all defects 

VEllSE 

Al.is' youth's Masnn has gone b), and set, 

tor aye, life’s joyous sun Tliou kiioncst how 
Hopes, IfSfleinng, fade, niid still augniints regret, 

And iill mj huojani} bus bit me now 

Come nearer and speak louder, and tell me your pretensions ngaui, m order 
that 1 may become acquainted with the il.iim of the plaintiff and the reply of 
the dcfeiulant, and may be able to pass sentence, and bcfoic I proceed to do 
so, 1 may favor you with some friendly advice, and may deliver some 
admonition coinpiising your welfare in the tilings of faith and of this world 

toUI'LEl 

If my advKc Ui-d.ij iii vaiii is spent, 

(lod grant to-morrow tbou mnv’st iiiit iipinM 

If you Will listen to my words with the ear of the heart, and bring them into 
the place of acceptance, you will reap the limts thcKol, both in this world 
and in that which is to come, and if you are rehacUiry and vuolatc its tenor, 
at least, I am absolved us regaids my own coiiacienue unci honor 

COVl LIT 

I will perform tin advisers duty what Remains is tliy concern, to do or not 
The best thing is, flint both of you should seek the path of light and not 
choose to swerve from the way ol upnghtness, nor be deluded by the wealth 
and effects of the world, which mcluie towards the plare of annihilation and 
decay Nor, owing to the acquisition of some tniie from the rubbish of this 
transitory world by wrong appropriation, dejinve yourselves of the final 
reward and enduring hhss ’ The Partridge said, ‘ 0 iighteous judge ' if men 
resfricted their endeavors to the pursuit of what is nght, and if every one 
made the quality of conscientiousness and upnghtness his habit, there would 
be no need of tnbunals nor of troubling judges, and the custom of plea and 


‘ Youtli 18 here compared to night, end old agv to dnwn, on accunnt of the black locks of 
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rcjoiader, mid of sweanng and giving evidence, would be erased from the 
surface of the book of Time But when the eyes of each of the two — 
plaintiff and defendant — is afflicted with the ophthalmia of selfish motives, 
truth IS not viaiblo to them, and, consequently they stand in need of some 
one whose eyes are brightened with the jeweled coUynum of truth, and 
around the mirror of whose vision the dust of self-mtereat has not settled , in 
order that he may display to them the loveliness ot what is right, and bring it 
beautifiilly forth to the eye of their heart, and this very subject has been 
elucidated in a metrical story by one of the eminent persons m the faith.' 
The cat asked, ' How was that ^ ’ 


STORY VI 

The Partridge said, 

DISTICHS 

* Two partich chose a judge, who shed 
Tears on clcctinii ‘Wherefore,’ said 
One, ‘thise tears? 'tis rather fit, 

Sinte thou art judge, to joy nt it ’ 

‘ Alas ' ' quoth he, ‘ can I, untaught. 

Decide where both know all, I, nought' 

Those two that strive, in all instnu'tcJ stand. 

While the poor judge sere nought of iithcr hand 
Tliiis, uninformed and blind to i illier state, 

Could he proeeed to slaj and i onfistate ? ’ 

‘ True ' thou art blind, the litigant replies, 

‘Thou uninstructed, and the parties wise, 

Yet faith to the* the needful light BuppUcs,' 

111 that thou hast no bios this 
Tlie titrengtheiung of thy risLun la 
While selhsh ends, those wiser twain 
lllind, and inter their wits again 
Merit is hid wheie interest assails, 

And o’er the riston casts a hundred veils 
Art thou unhribed, thy sight remains , 

Hut greed brings slavery and chains 

The judge whom justieo once has dared to sell, 

Ne’er can tin tyrant from his victim toll ’ 

And, thanks be to God' the rust of mturest has not darkened the mirror of 
thy pure heart, and the eye of thy conscience has not been dimmed by the 
rays of the fire of bribery, and for this leason it is thoroughly certam that 
thou wilt exhibit to our sight what is right, and wilt appomt the minister of 
punishment to act against him who draws back his neck from the law 

' The literal translation of this feeble and ohseuro Ime is, ‘Ignorant art thou, but the 
light ol the religious party ’ 
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HEHIBTICH 

WTio from thy will drawn brawn back hia neck, behead ' ’ 

The cat said, ' Thou hast spoken well, and truth demands that you both 
should pluck up the plant of interest from the ground of your heart, and know 
that ho who has right on his side is in truth nctor, though his claim be not 
to outward experience gamed , while the wrongful appellant is spiritually 
baffled and defeated, though practically a decree be passed m accordance with 
his wish , for ‘ Verily faUehood is of short continuance ’ ‘ And how well it 
has been said, 

DIBTIOIS 

Tf thou to-ilay thy reins too much dost loose. 

How BbAt thou break to-morrow from my noose ® ^ 

And I say to you, Store up good actions as a treasure for tho final state, 
and trust not in life, which is like a sumnitT cloud , and, hke, the rose- 
garden's bloom, swiftly fleets away, and regarding mankind both high and 
low, far and near, as yonr own soul, sufler not yourselves to do anything 
to them that ye would not like for yourselves 

MEMIHTItll 

Do not to otbors what soiild gnevo thvstlf’ 

In this manner he breathed his spells upon them, until ilicy became friendly 
with him, andadvanted secuiilj and iiiu oncerned, without shuumng him or 
putting themselves on then guard 'llicn with one sjimig he seized them 
both and supplied the kitchen of his stomach vnth the food ol their delicious 
flesh, and such was the upshot ol all his show' of prayers and fastmg and 
advice Bud abstinence, that is to siiy, it all ended m the gratification of his 
own foul appetites and impure passions 

And I have adduced this story m order that it may be known that one 
ought not to place confidence in on unprincipled and perfidious person And 
the conduct of the deeeittul and hypocntical owl bears this complexion, and 
hia faults are infinite, and his vices innumerable, and this portion, which I 
have repeated, is hut a drop from a boundless oeean, and a mere atom m 
companson with the nine revolving hrarena 

COVFLET 

Did I my voice a million docadcs raise, Ol hundred thonsanda I but one could praise s 


' Kiir'tn, FI svii 83, Msr 82, Sale, p 216, 1 lb 'And say, 0 Lord' cause mo 
to enter inth a favorable eutr) , and enusc mo to come forth with a favourable coming 
forth , nnd grant me from Thee an assisting power And rqj, truth n lome, and falsehood 
IS vanished for falsehood is of short lontinnonie ' bale’s note on this passage is ‘Those 
words Muhammad reiH'ated when he entired the temple of Meeo. 1 , after the tAmg of that 
cit}, and (leansed it of the idols ' 

2 That IB ‘If thou wconest thy steed to-day, how shall thou eseape my losso to-morrow?* 
? My beat MS reads fur lorn jla Uic reading sUiids m the edition the lifreal 
rendering is, ‘If I should praise for a hundred thousand centuries, without doubt of a 
hundred thousand, onlj one would be miutioncd* ’ 
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And Qod forbid ' tbat you should choose to act thus, and place him on the 
throne of sovereignty . for as soon as the royal diadem rests on his lU-omened 
head, without doubt the stubborn heavens will smite it with the stone 
of calamity, and whenever tlie throne-step of dominion is pressed by his 
inauspicious foot, the ethenal vault wiU wrathfuUy ram down the fire of 
disaster upon it, and inasmuch as his nature is impure and his essence 
imperfect, the effect of your encouragement of him will be lost 

corpLlT 

Our favor should to natures pure be shewn, 

I’earls, coral, spring not from the clod or stone ’ 

After hearing those woids, the birds at once desisted from the affair, and 
abandoned tbeir intention of becoming the subjects of the owl , and that 
unhappy wretch, remaining stupified and sad in the corner of dejection, said 
to the Crow, ‘0 block-faced, impudent one' after removing from before thyself 
the curtain of modesty, thou hast indulged in these insults against me, and by 
hurting my feelmgs, hast brought me to haibor resentment and hostility, and 
raised a dust of terror that the revolution of Time wiU not be able to remove 
in a bundled thousand centimes, and host kindled a fire of mischief whose 
fire cannot be (jucnchcd with the water surrounding the heaven ' 

HFMISTICH 

My heart may die, but ne'er will fade the impress of thy wrong 
I know not whether the first advances came from my side, that thou hast 
displayed all this affection and friendship , or whether thou hast thought fit 
to come forward by way of commencement with so much courtesy and 
kindness ' Learn, however, that if they fell a tree, a branch will spring from 
its root, and, increasing in vegetation, it wiU return to its former state , but 
when the plant of fnendsbip has been severed by the saw of lU-trcatment, the 
springing up of the shoot of sincere regard is altogether out of the question , 
and if a Wound be inflicted with a sword, it may be healed, and admits of 
cure with a plaster, but the wound which words inflict can never be cured, 
and the gash they make no ointment can salve 

HEMISTICH 

That wluch the (vngue has woujuied^ ^\€ver heals 
BTAN7A 

The \»ound the tongue inflicts upon the heart, 

No Boothing ointiiicnt cTcr can cloac up 
And thou, and t}iey who from th) sarcasniB smart, 

Will be such comrades as the stone and cup 
It IS possible to extiaot tho poiut of an airow winch is fixed m the breast, but 
the shaft which the tongue infixes lu the heart can never be drawn out 

HEMISTICH 

The shaft that Liunchcss at the hcait— its point no skill lau e’er extratt 
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And everything from "which injury con be anfacipated finds an antidote in 
Something else, except malice, which cannot bo obviated by anything 
For example tiro, — y, hich, though it bums, may be quenched with water , 
but the flame of rancor cannot be extmguished with the water of the 
seven seas Poison, too, though deadly, may have its injurious effects 
removed from the body by theriaca, but no such antidote con expel the poison 
of malice from the heart And from this time forth between my race and thine 
a tree of enmity has been planted, whose loot icaches to tlic bottom of the 
earth, and whose boughs stretch out beyond the height of the Pleiades 

STANZA 

Whon in the bicust the plant ot mahte lira, 

'Tib clear and ((.rtuti vkaL the Iruit will Iil 
A nd laiuur's Lni auth piuilucLaUU aiijfplu'B, 

Ita 11.WUI will with uu out’s tasU' ignc 

The Owl huviiig utteicd tins speech, dipniLid icxed and JistrcBsed , and 
the Crow, upcntirig what he had said, fell into a lung tiain of thought, and 
said to fnmseU, ' It is ii straugi thing th.il 1 have iiUeied upon, and stirred 
up against my tube fierce emmns and (lud toes What had 1 to do with 
advising the birds ' and it did not h( ionic me to deliver these sentiments 
more than iitliei paitiis, who aie gie.ifri and stioiigei than T am Kmtly 
these sagacious buds knew the laidls of the owl hcttei than I, and better 
understood what muasuiis weie advisable lu this niattei , but they wisely 
dieaded the tenninutum of this mutter and the issue ot this debate , and 
acted m uccoidouce with the puipoit ot the suymg, ' Ife uhu holda hm 
peaie is safe ’ The tongue has been iieafrd m the shape of a sword that men 
may not use it in jday , and swuid-play is the pi ac tier of meny-andrews, 
■yvhile men ol the swoid exeicisc that weapon only in the i,inkH of war 
Witliout absolute lucessily, to baic the swoid oi the tongue from the sheath 
of the palate, is the same thmg us cutting one's thioat and nskmg one’s life 

VEUSl 

tVlirii uiui* till toiigur udupts loipuiiitj, 
tVlidl iiiunil Hint tho soul from leur should Bhakc ' 

Siinie tongues were formed ji diadly tr.idi to ply, 

'Twas right thim in the shape of sivoids to makes 

And worii' than that, — these words were spokeu in the owd's very presence, 
and, doubtless, this lucieastd his fuiy and resentment, and the hcaiing* 
abusive words piles vviath ou wrath And they have said that a wise man, 
though he have peifeet luiifiih'nie in his own strength and might, must not 
allow himself to make bclligeient advances, and to commence a qiiaiicd, but, 
icly on his own pn’paiations and majesty, and not stir up strife Foi, 


^ IhnI 1-, ' in jirop} pn ’ 
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whosoever has a tried antidote, and a vnnety of drugs collected in his posses- 
sion, ought not, trusting therein, to volunteer to dnnk deadly poison 

COUFLET 

What though thou hast an antidote • yet this No roason to dnnk deadly poison la 

And sages agree that the effect of deeds is preferable to that of words, and 
that acting IS proved to excel speaking , and the effect of a good action is 
apparent in the issue of things, and associates the termination of matters 
with good But he whose words preponderate over his deeds, and who 
employs himself in rhetoneaUy setting oft to advantage what ought to be 
done, and cmheUishcs it m men's eyis with fine talking and eloquence, tho 
end of his proeeedmgH will, in a short time, be disgrace and reproach And 
the end of words without deeds can be nothing but regret and remorse And 
I am that great talkei and little doer that did not use salutary reflection as 
to consequences, nor deliberate sufficiently And hiid the crown of prudence 
adorned the head ol my affairs, and hod I had a portion from the boundless 
bcasures of wisdom, 1 should first have consulted some one , and after 
deciding as to what was to bo said, 1 should have uttered a discourse mnocont 
and unhlamcable, and in which there could have been nothing mischievous 

courcri 

Tho Wdnls 1 8[i(ikf| iii truth, wcii' Uio unwcighid, 

I [Jicrtcd u piiirl 1 should luit h.ivt assan d 

Since, howu-ver, 1 entered upon this subject without the direction of prudent 
adiisers and the counsel ot the jierfeetly sagacious, and iitteied some words 
impromptu ninth eaused distuibanfc and excited enmity, wdiat wonder that 
I have been rcelconed among the number of the depraved , and that fatuity. 
Ignorance, and absuidity have been imputed to me ^ And it has become 
proverbial, that ' the babbler u a dotard’ in other words, that tho great 
talker is also a foohsh talker, and although, m extemals, the power of 
speech is that which discriminates between men and brutes, still sages 
account tho utterei of evil words as Ledow brutes in rank, and regard tho 
dumb as better than those who speak foolisMy 

VEHSa 

Dumb are the brutes, und man has power to speak,’ 

Yit the tougue-tied, those who speak ill, exeel 
Let men to uttii words of prudenee seek, 

Or, are they brutish ? be ther dumb as well 
Shun then the fools, who for ten mortals prate , 

Thou, to speak wisely, first excogitate ’ 


’ There is a elever equivoque in the original here which cannot he pieseived in English , 
gvyd bashar is ‘ man has the power of speech,' and the next Ime, yoyd basAarr, is ' speaking 
wickedly ’ 
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In short, the Crow vexed himself for a time,' and gave vent to self-accusa- 
tiona, such os these and then flew away Such was the commencement of 
the feud between us and the owls, which I have recounted ' 

The King said, ' 0 Karahinis * I have heard thy words, and they contain 
much that is valuable , and to aesociatc with the wise, and to make their 
words the guide of our actions and procedure is a presage of good fortune and 
Bucoess, and a token of arriving at perfection 

STANZA 

Lite imist IB Bweet Lommuiiion with the ■Rise , 

It, with a porfump rare, tho brain affpcta 
Kaih art a hint in wisdom’s pntli supplies, 

And ivtry word to useful ends directs 

And now, after that tlu dwelling of my heart has been illuminated by the 
lamp of luminous language, wliuh alone can be the taper of the ccUs of the 
recluses of tlic monastenea of fneiidship , explain in what way thou hast 
devised a remedy for the state of our soldicis, who, like moths, are consumed 
by the fire of the violence of tho owls , and what counsel thou hast taken for 
removing the apprehensions of my subjects and trantimlumg the hearts of 
the soldiery ’ 

LOUrLEl 

Tlip thing, where tliiiu dost use tlij Bubtiltj, 

Is, from n hundred kniits, nt uni i set free ' 

Kirshmis unloosed the tongue ol giatifude, and said, 

cuiirtn 

‘0 King I miij earth obej tliii, heaven hi friend ' 

And 6wift-bomc^ vietiir) m thj van attiiid' 

As to what thy ya/lrs of luminous mind laid before thee in their state- 
ments, with resjicct to war and jieace, and ahidmg and flight, and submitting 
to tax and tribute , my mind is satisfied with none of their proposals, and my 
hope IS tliat, by some kind of stratagem, we shall obtain snccess and deliverance , 
for many persons have gamed their wish by the practice of artifice and humble 
bearing , and have effected, by stratagem and deceit, what they could not have 
brought about by war and measuies of that kind, as the thieves of the 
country of Ourgiln’ got by artifice, u sheep from the hands of a holy man ' 
The King asked, ‘ JIow ii as that ’ ' 


' I prefer the rinding />ara//-i, ‘fur u timi,’ wliidi 1 find ill one MS to that of the cditiona 
piirah-i, (d whiih 1 tiiuiiot niiikc nnj ainse 
^ hit ' having two steeds ' 

“ I know nottung of this rountry As gurgan sigmfiis ‘wulven,’ and the atorj is about 
Gtealing a sheep It ib, jiiobabl), a name gnen iiiiuly iiu that aicuunt 
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STOEY VII 

He said, ‘ They have related that an abBtemious devotee purchaBod a fat 
sheep ' for sacnhce, and having tied a string round its neck, was leading it 
towards his hermitage On the way a party of thieves, obsemng the sheep, 
opened the eye of oovetousncsa, and bound the loins' of trickery' and deceit, 
and stood in the recluse’s way The Gurgam rogues felt their hungry appetites 
excited, but were unable to rush hke tigers to clutch the prey , consequently, 
they had recourse to fox-like stratagem, and resolved to put the recluse in a 
hare’s sleep ' After much considciation, the opinions of all were unanimously 
given for a particular kind of trick, and they agreed that they would, by 
that tnck, deceive the simple-minded and innocent devotee, and so get 
possession of the sheep One of them then advanced to the recluse, and said, 
‘ 0 shekh ' whence bnngest thou this dog ^ ’ And another passed by and said, 
‘ Whither art thou taking this canine animal ^ ’ A third met him in front and 
exclaimed, ' 0 she^i ’ what, dost thou intend to go hunting, that thou hast 
got a dog m thy hand ’ ' Another accomplice came up behind and asked, 

‘ 0 shekh ' for how much didst thou purchase this dog ’ ’ In the samo 
way one after another, from every quarter and diri'ction, — they came up to 
the shekh, and all agreed in saying the same words One said, ‘ This is a 
shepherd-dog ' Another, ‘ This is a herdsman’s dog ’ Another sncenngly 
cned, ‘ And this man is m a rchgious garb , why does he poUutc his hands 
and clothes with this dog ’ ’ And another rebuked him, saymg, ‘ ’I’hc holy 
man is leading this dog to educate him and show him honor for the sake of 
God ’ In this manner all the rogues uttered their wily remarks and all 
harped on the same string * 

COUPLET 

Ilia cyoB the} clnaed with their cajoUngs, while each a different talc repoata 
Thus of hia heart the aimple loier each by a different method cheats 

From the multiplication of these speeches doubt was engendered in the heart 
of the pious man, and he said, ‘ Heaven forbid that the scllpr of this animal 
was a sorcerer, and by magic made a dog appear to me like a sheep ' My 
best course is to let this dog go, and run after the seller and get back the 
money which I gave him as the pnee of tlie sheep ’ The unfortunate 
recluse then, from excessive simplicity, let go the sheep and started off 
after the soUer, and that gang seized it and earned it off to their house, and 

' Or ‘ goat la the Sanskrit original (the llitopadesha) it is a ^oat that is purchased 
But at the ']d it is pr^er that a ram ahould be SAcntlced, since a ram was the substitute 
brought by Gabriel for Ishraael 

^ Here is a play on words kamar is ‘loins,’ and makar ‘ deceit ' 

3 That IS, ‘ m a state of carelessness ’ Hares arc said to sleep with their e}cs open So 
the careless man is asleep, though his eyes be not shut 

‘ I/it , ‘In the same airangenicnt uttered a letter ' 
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without loss of time, forthwith slaughtered it Thus, by means of that tnck, 
the poor recluse lost the sheep and did not recover his money 

And I have brought forward this story, to show that wc, too, should 
employ stratagem, since it is only by deceit and artifice that we con get the 
better of them 

STAKZA 

When thou canat not iii prowess mattli thj fiie, 

Do not iisiJi, then, (raft anil shri’wdniss fliiif 
For if too strong for thco the mightj bow, 

Thou nujcht at least, b)' i unniiig, snap the string ' 

King Piiuz said, ‘Bimg forward what thou hast to suggest ' Kirshinas 
replied, ‘ I wiU dev ote mysdt to this cnteriinse And they have decided that 
the destruction ot one inrlividuul, which secures the existence imd survival of 
a largo number, la m accoi dance witli leasoii and precept' 1 tliink it 
advisable that the king, m the genci.i] ahsemhly and meeting in which both 
high and low are eonveiied, ahoidd he wioth wuth me and command them to 
pluik out my ‘leathers and to cast me, smeared tnth blood and wounded, 
beneath that same tree, on the houghs of which aie our nests And let the 
king go with Ills whole army and entamp m such a place, ,md await my 
coming, in order that 1 may spicad the net el deceit m their way, and 
having arranged my stratagem, may come and unfold whatever the ensis may 
recimrc fo be dune' Tlie king (Inn issued liom his cabinet, filled with 
wrath, and aU his couitieis were m expectation as to what announcement 
would proceed from the pin ate consultation ol the king and the vazfi, and to 
what initiatory measuics then counsel and dehbeiation would give rise 
When they found the Wing wiathlul, they hung down then heads and 
pondeicd , and king I’liu/ cuinmiinded that tluy should pluck out the feathers 
and fail of Kiisliiiiia, and stain his head and feet with blood, and cast him 
underneath the tree And the king InmseH with his army and retinue, 
set off lor the place which had been appointed and agreed upon Dy the 
time these things were done, tin sim bud set and the tiro-woman of omm- 
potence had brought forward and displayed the bndes of the stars upon the 
platform of the gi'm-omamented heavens 

COUPLET 

IThcn till- bright sun had lanibhed from the i jc, 

Duik night tier squailruns marshnlid lu the akv 
Shnhahang, the king of the owls, was all day consulting with hia vazfrs to the 
effect that, ' Since wc have heemiie ai ipiamted with the crows’ abode, and 
have wounded and overthroun many of them, if this night another night- 
attack be made upon (hem, the day of their existence will be exchanged for 
the cvemng of death, and we shall pass two or three days in the comer of our 
cots in peace 

* Xail la hem used fei its -imilaiitv of sound to ’nil It mesna ‘ tradition ’ 
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UEMIfiTICU 

Wlien fees arc dead, one can live sweetly then 

But Tvlieii night, which 10 the day of the market of the power and might of 
the owla, had robed itaclt with the garment of darknesa and the apparel of 
aable hue, and had gained possession of the throne of dominion over the 
world, and the leader of the hosts of Zonzahar,' set up his black banner with 
the purpose of making an onslaught, by night, on the horsemen and tnbe of 
'the Tatars, 

coercET 

An amher^ mist was o’er earth's suifaoL spread. 

And all Heaven's cells with smoke were tenanted, 

the king of the owls, with all his troops and toUowers, put to the vote the 
matter of the night-attack, and, us the assembly were unammous for it, they 
marched towoids the abode of the crows 

vnisE 

A conflut-soeViiig, imschicf-stimug band. 

All trui'l, fiarli'ss, and athirst for blood , 

Girding the loins of malice, fleice thiy stand, 

And turn then licnits to stone in martial mood 

And when tho aimy of the owls reaihcd the abode of tlie crows, theie was no 
trace to be touiid, inu intelligence got ol them The owls moved about m all 
dircctionB m pcrjilcxity, and Karshinas writhed beneath tho tree, and uttered 
faint groans An owl, hearing his t oico, infoimed the king, and Shahahang, 
with some owls who wcie his favorite coui tiers, and the confidants of the 
secrets of the king, came to whcie lie lay, and asked, ' Who art thou ■' and 
what has befallen thee ^ ' Karshinas declared his name, and that of his 
father, “ and announced his office ns va/lr, and the nature of his abilities 
The King said, ‘ 1 know and h.tie often heard accounts of thee Now inform 
us where the crows are'’ He replied, ‘ My state is a pioof that 1 cannot 
possibly bo in their secrets ’ Shahahang demanded, ‘ Since thou wast tho 
vozfr of the king of the crows, and master of his secrets, and consulted ond 
confided in hy him, through what peifidy has this disgrace been inflicted on 
thoo’ and hy what crime hast thou deserved this pmushment’’ Karshinas 
replied, ‘ My master became suRjncious of me, and the envious found an 
opportunity of slandering me, until that happened to me which has happened, 
and my former aervices and previous devotion passed all at once into the 
expanse of aimdnlation 


' That la, Zanzibar m A/hca Darkness is here compared to tbo sable sous of 
Abyssinia, and tbe day to the fair-loced Ttitars 

^ Night IS compared to aoibcrgria as being of an asli colour Amber, on the euntrary, is 
yellow and simi-pcllucid 

’ Observe the idiom, or dn-i puiar 



334 


ASVAE-I SUHilLl , OH, THE LIQHI8 OF CAKOFUS. 


COUFLET 

For all my acmce, no reward, no thanks, were j,nren to me, 

0 God ' may never one beneath a thankless master be '' 

Shabahong inquired, ‘Wbat was the cauee of tho king's suspicion^’ He 
answered, ' King Piruz, after your night-attock, siunmoncd his mmiaters and 
demanded counsel of each one of them aa to this event which had happened, 
and tho turn came to me He said, ‘ Pomt out a remedy for these 
circumatant es which have happened, and devise some stratagem for averting* 
this misfortune ’ I rephed, ' We have not strength to encounter the owls, 
for their valor m war exceeds that of ourselves, and their might and 
temhlencBS is greater than our prowess and the awe which we inspire 
Moreover the reins of the steed of fortune are m the hands of the will of 
tho owl-king, and the step of the throne of success is adorned with the star- 
reaching foot of their monarch, and to grapple in war with the possessor of 
happy auspices hetokena dihastor, and to boast of encountering the lord of 
prosperity which daily augments, forebodes an approaching downfall 

VfllSl 

Ho who would hattlc to the prosperous give, 

Strikes las own head off, as one fills a tree 
Elks that would in the haunt ol lions live, 
tv ill 111 the ir liomoB soon make a vaeancy 

The advisable course IS to despatch nn envoy It they light the torch of 
war, wc must consume our houses with the flames of dispersion, and wander 
scattered in the comois of the world , and if they make peaceful advances, we 
will agree to any tax or tribute tlicy may claim from us, and ho grateful to 
them 

COUPl,FT 

Would'at kcop thy head from tnhutp, turn nut ba(k, 

Else thou wilt both th) head and crown too lack ' 

Our king was troubled and said, ‘ What word is this that thou speakest ’ and 
how dost thou display all this boldness ’ Thou wouldcst frighten me from 
making war upon the owls, and thou representest my army as of no weight 
compared with hia followers ’ 

TEBSl 

Does the foe wish to draw the flittering steel } 

Sharp will he tnd the puint too of my dart 
If I tho hurninf thirst for battle 
ril wring with anguish cTory focman’s heart ' 

I again loosed the tongue of advice and loyally and faithfully urged my 
remonstrances, saying, ' 0 king ' swerve not from the nght path, nor plunge 
inconsidorately and without reflection into sn affair, led on hy the passionB of 
thine own heart Adopt a spirit of conciliation, for a powerfiil enemy may 
he soothed hy courtesy and submission, and a refractory quarry may be 
netted by suavity and gentleness 
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COUrLET 

Fair \«ords ensure in either world a peaceful bleat rcpoac, 

Be kind and courteoua to }oiir friends and liiunble to your foes ' 

And in accordance with thia Beniimeut la the operation of a furioua Wind, 
from which the feeble graaa escapea aately on account of ita humihty, while 
the tree of many branohoa, on account of ita roughness and obstinacy is tom 
up by the roots 

COUPLET 

Strive not, for heaven with atnbbornneaa is rife, 

And to the stuhhom atopa the road of strife 

The crows were incensed at my admomtions, and accused me of chenshing a 
partiality for the owls, and of deserting my own race The king, led by the 
words of my enemies, turned aside from my counsel and wounded me in the 
manner ye behold, and I observed that their purpose was war, and in 
preparing a stratagem to repel you ’ When the king of the owls had heard 
the words of Kirshiiiis, he asked one ot hia vazirs, sajung, ‘What thmkest 
thou should be done with this crow ' ’ He replied, ‘ There is no occasion to 
think about it Wh must clear the lace of the earth as soon as possible from 
the foulness of his pnnciplcs,'' and consider it a vast pleasure and complete 
gam, and we must not let slip the opportunity of slaying him, viewing it 
as a hloHsmg than which we shall chtam no gicatri , and in those holf-cxtinct 
embers I see a hro whose fl.ime it would be impossible to cjuench. 

lIBMTSTIt H 

Ood save us from this flame if it should once more gather strength 

And whoever lets slip an opportunity , after he has once IolsI the power, never 
recovers it again, and it is most probable that his regrets will be afterwards 
unavailing And he who finds lus enemy weak and alone, wiU do well to 
free himself of him , tor if his foe escape from that penl, ho wdl gather 
strength and provide means, and lie m wait for vengeance 

aUATIlAlK 

If thy fne scape thee, thou art lost, be sure , 

Ills freedom from thy chain will theo enthrall 
Wonld’Bt thou from bis annuyance he secure, 

Then spare him uot, if m thy power he fall 

Forbid it Heaven ' that the king should heed his words or listen to his soul- 
consuming spell, for the wise have said, ‘ To rely on an untned fnend is far 
removed from a rational procedure , what confidence, then, should be placed 
in a deceitful and malicious enemy ^ 


1 Tlicse lines are q^uoted from the 3rd Ode of Hkflz, p 34, where for ialattuf the 
lithographed edition reads muruwatj which is preferable, if only for the alliteration 

^ 'Akidah does not seem to give a very good sense here I should prefer 'aJfiraK 
‘ wounded, maimed person,' did the MSS allow it 
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COUPLET 

Since e’en on fnende we cannot here depend, 
To a foe’s words what credit can we lend ' ’ 


Kirshiniia having overheard Homewhat of this discourse, wept sadly, and 
exclaimed. 


COUPLET 

‘ My heart e'en now is sad and wounded sore, 
Then on my wound make not one puncture more ' 


These words made on impression on the heart of the owl-king, and he 
turned away his face from that vazfr and demanded of another, ‘ What sayest 
thou ^ ' He replied, ' I cannot give my si'ntcnce for his execution, for a 
magnanimous man, when he finds his enemy weak and helpless, ought 
mercifully to alleviate his distress, and disjday to mankind his own virtues 
by the manilestation of paidon and beni-ficence, and quarter ought to be 
shown to a pamc-strieken suppliant, and the hand reached out to a miserable 
and fallen being 

(oupLir 

h’li liarrior to thi good man’s patli oppose, 

And, it thou stnndist, raise thy fallen foes 


And there ate teitditi things wliieli soften a man towards his enemy, as the 
fear of the thief made the Muichant’s Wife kind to hci husband ’ The king 
inquned, ‘ How was that ’ ' 


STOHY VIII 

He said, ‘ They have related that there was a merchant who was nch, 
but lery had-tempered and ill-tavored, and withal old and infirm, and 
stingy and morose 

TFBSF 

A liL'llisih demon ht m ugliness , 

And, like a jaekdaw,' suisihsi, ill liis prate 
HC' liciiit Has stoiiy, steeled, and, with distress 
liikc luas of friends, all hearts did macerate 

And this man of repulsiio appearance had a wife of pure manners and 
pleasing form, such that the moon of the fourteenth night, by the help of 
bon owing the glow of her cheek, could make the dark mght brighter than 
the shining day , and the world-illummating lamp of the sun, which is the 
candle before the portico of Uie sky, could not have competed with the 
radiance of the taper of her heart-delightmg countenance The tongue of the 
age, m praise of that life of the world, warbled these words, 


* I am Ignorant of what is intended by thcau«A-i gulVian, ' the crow of the stove,’ unless 
it bo a tame crow nr jaikdaw kept near the firoeidc , or some noisy apparatus so called 
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COUPLET 

Fair la the moon, but yet more fair the beaut} of thy face , 

Graceful the cypreaa, but thy form displays a loftier grace 
And the jewel-scattering pen was inscribing on the pages of description a 
particle of her fascinations in this manner, 

SIJINZA 

Fancy might try, m lain, to paint upon tbe page of thought 
Thi imagL , for thy u inning form with lovelier grace la fraiighi 
Each charm, which from our ken was hid, in unseen worlds concealed. 

Here, gathered iii thy lovely self, in to our eyes rcioaled 
Hit husband, with a hundred thousand eflorts,' sought her favor, and she 
was flyiJg from his apprnuchoa to a hundred tliousand removes, and was not 
to be won by his coaxings, nor deceived by his cajohngs And, at every 
fresh instance of lier iruclty, the man felt his attachment renewed, and eveiy 
moment he enneed an uocossion of love m return for her dislike 

HFUlSTieH 

Thy spite is needed to reniw mi love 

The hand of his desire did not reach the lasso of her locks without sore 
fatigue, nor did the flowei ot his wish bloom m the rose-gaidcn of hei beauty 
Mithout the tluun-pi It Icings of trouble 

courLi r 

I am that hcuuti'a blue, nhiih (hey refuse to let mi see, 

Thiist iinirUti ti,i/i my sciisi whosi tnuih they ne'er vouchsafe tn me 

One night a thiet t .imc to the house It happened that the merchant was 
asleep, and the wiie Lcmg awake, observed the entiance of the tlucf 
Alaimcd at this, she t Lisped her husband tightly to her breast, and the 
merchant, awakmg from his slumbcis, found Ins treasure in his arms, and, 
from excessive joy, uttered a shout, saying, 

LOUPI ET 

‘Surely my fortiini smiles, tlint thiib hiforc my waking eye, 

That fait 1 sec, that e’en in bIicji 1 hoped not to espy 
What compassion is this which has been shewn me from the unseen woild ’ 
and by what scrvic e have I deserv ed this boon ^ 

IlEMIS riC II 

Whence has this loii, thou knew'st not, sprung 
On looking well about him he perceived the thief, and exclaimed, ' 0 my 
brave fellow of auspicious tuotstep ' take what thou wilt of my goods, and 
carry xt away, for, through the blessing of thy arrival, this cruel, faithless 
one has become kind and tender to me ' 

And the moral of this fable is, that there are some emergencies, the sight 
of which lenders nought proper save forgiveness and kindness to our enemy, 
and the condition of this crow is of the number 


^ Lit , ‘ y itli a hundred thousand hearts ‘ 
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HEMiencH 

na^i; pity when thou acu’st my state, for pity is deserved there ’ 

The King asked the third vaztr, saying, ‘ What does thy judgment 
pronounce in this case ^ ' He ropbed, ‘ It is best that the king should not 
strip him of the gjnuent of existence, but rather invest him with the robe of 
secunty, and not withhold from him the tokens of encouragement and bene- 
volence, tliat ho, too, ui return may look upon the king’s semee as a nch 
pn/e, and open the gates of sincere counsel and loyalty Horeover, the wise 
have always labored to detach a party from thiir enemies, and hanng 
tlirown the stone of discord among them, by every urtitice they can think of, 
separate them into tw'o bodies , smee the disputing ot enemies is a cause of 
encouragement to friends, and of assisting their operations So the laUmg 
out of the Thiet iind the Demon proved the source of tranquillity to the 
recluse ' The king asked him, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 


STOttY L\ 

He said, ‘They have related that a devotee of pure disposition, 
abstemious and virtuous, had made his cell in one of clio environs of 
Ilaghdiid, and passed liis morning and evening hours m the worship of the 
all-wise King (Ma\j IIii> name ht maqnifialj, and by these means had shaken 
his skirt eleni fiom tlie dust of woildly iifiairs , and had jierused, from 
the page of life, tlu' descrqition ot its treachery and taithlossness, and had 
learned that the sweet draught ot joy is unattainable without the sting of 
injury, and that the cum ot the treasure of w'calth cannot be gained without 
the pain ot the burthen of toil 

VEllSE 

Ni er in tint ginlin bloimn n tlioriih ss rose, 

Nor Epotiiss tulipH there tlieir diaima unfold 
Ami yet tlimi Bcrst Bimhcims in its blows, 

It gilds tlij Tisiige and tbiiu eallest it gold ' 

He had bowed bis bead m the comer of contentment under the coUar of 
freedom from cai e, and rested natisfied with the portion that W'as supplied 
to him fiom the invisible world 

COirriET 

Tib ours to be content and iieijiueace tVith our Friend's largess, be it more less 

In short, one of his smeere disciples got knowledge of the poverty and 
fastings of the holy man, and by way of offermg, brought to the hermitage of 
the shekh, a she-huffido, young and fat, with whose deboious milb- the 


n. J ^1° ^ nsiial, lerero] untrnnslateiblc 

third line, ifijrA is 'a sword,' and also 'a sunheiun,' answemuf 
curd Imad la ‘to make yellow ’ , answering to Mr, ‘ gold ' ^ 


equivoques Thus, in the 
to Huff UbQ sun ' and 
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palate of doBirc was oiled and sweetened A thief beheld the circumstance, 
and hiB hungry appetite was excited , and he set off for the cell of the 
recluse A demon, too, joined him in the likeness of a man The thief 
asked him, ‘ “Wlio art thou, and whither goest thou ^ ’ He replied, ‘ I am a 
demon, who have assumed this shape, and, putting on this guise, am going 
to the hermitage of the recluse , lor many ot the people of this country, 
through the blessing of hia mstrurtion, have began to repent and to he 
converted, and the market of our temptations has become flat 1 wish to got 
an oppoitimity and kill him This is my stiny iiIhlIi thou hast heard now 
tell me, who art thou and what is thy story ' ' The thief replied, ‘ 1 am a 
man whose trade is roguerj, and 1 am oeeupicd night and day with thinking 
how to steal some one’s goods and impose the scai of afflietinn on his heart 
I am now going, as the lecluso has got a fat buffalo, to steal it and use it for 
my owm wants ' The deiiion said, 

IIFMISI ILII 

‘ T,i(i of till wiiihl ' int bii'^om fiionil art thou 

Tiaise Ik to (led' (hat the bond of honiogeneoiisness is strong between us, 
and (his alone is sufhi lent to all} us, siriie (he oliject of both is to assail liim ’ 
They then ]ir<u ceded on then nay, and at night reached the cell of the 
leiluse Ttio lattei had tmislied tlie pciloiiu.ini'i' of his dailj worship, and 
had gone to sli'ep, jiisf as Ik tv, is, on his piayei-iarpet The tliiel bethought 
hiiTiself, tliat li tlie demon attemjitcd to kill him he tvould piobably awake and 
malce an outer} , <iiid tlio other jicople who were his neiglibors, would be 
ciLmned, .ind iii that ciibc it would bi imposMbh' to ste.iJ the buffalo The 
demon, too, reflected that it the thiel earned otl the buffalo' from the house, 
he iiiiist ol Course o])eu the door Then the noise ot the dooi would very 
likely awaken the reiluse, and lie should liave to postpone killing him 
He then said to the thief, ‘ Do thou wait and give me time to kill the 
hermit, and then do thou steal" the buffalo’' The thief rejoined, ‘Stop 
thou till I steal the buffalo, ' and then kill the hermit ’ This difference 
was prolonged between them, and at last the words of both came to 
w'rangling 'Tlie thiet w'as so aiinojed that he callefl out to the recluse, 
‘’riieip IS a demon leie who wants to kill then’ The demon, too, 
shouted, 'Here is a thief who wauls to steal thy buffalo’' The hermit 
was loused by the uproar, and raised a eiy, whereupon, the neighbors 
came, and both the thief and the demon ran away , and the life and 


' The printed edition here should read ffdamish for^do, as is shown by what precedes, and 
by the reading of the hist MSS 

- In the printed edition, for £j wc must rend ^ In-iar duid, as the 

MSS jirove The first duzd la i videutly a slip 

7 2 
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property of the holy man remained safe and secure through the quarrel of 
his enemies 

conrLKT 

Wlicn thu tvo hoBtile nrmiea fall to strifB, 

'then from its hteath what need to draw the knife * ’ 

When the third vapfr had finished speaking, the first \azfr was ustomshed, 
and said, ‘ I sec that this crow has bewitched you with his wiles and deceit 
Beware that yo wake out of the sleep of supmeness, and take the cotton of 
conceit out of the ear of tigilance, and see the necessity ol pondering 
thoroughly on the consequences of this thing I'cr wise men base their 
actions especially in guarding against the etratagems of enemies on the rule of 
real advantage, and arc not seJined by false speeches and inconclusive 
reasoning W^hde on the other hand the incautious, not heeding this truth, 
adopt a genth brhaMour on a trifling show ot attachment, and, forgetting 
ancient grudges and hereditary fends, aie pleased to become reconciled, and 
are ignorant that though a foe shew himself in a thousand forms, the rust of 
hatred will still remain m the tablet ol his heait 

cocirLFr 

I Siiiil unto thy Imhun tresses, ' Tliisi will plmidei hearts no more,’ 

Yi iirs li ive (luwn, anil still tlicv practise tin same arts they did before 
And still inoie str.inge is if tliat fhioiigh ignoriiiice n Basrah Inngc' appears in 
your sight a prcdous work trum Baghd,id, and in yom eyes a glass bead 
seems a royal gem And your circumstances arc like those of the Carpenter 
who w us (loceivcd by the words of his profligate wife' The king asked, 
‘How was that ’ ’ 


iSTOHY X 

He said, ' Thc> hiac related* th,it lu tlic city of Rariiidip there was a 
Carpenter who had reached the utteimost limits ot stolidity He had a wife 
excessively beautitul and extremely lovely She was a ga/ellu-eycd charmer 
who used to stnke down the savagi' lion with her glance of coquetry, and 
imposed by her tox-like Btratogems a hare’s sleep on tho knowmg ones of the 
W’orld 

^FRaB 

A mistrcBfe hiart-allunnj^, soul-diseulvuig, rIic, 

An id»l, Uive-renv arduijr, fair to view 
The hyacinth her ringlets writhed to SBe, 

And her checks bathed the rose in jealous dew 

The carpenter whb infdtuiited w-ith her, and could never rest an infitant 
without seeing her The wife, compelled by necessity granted him her 
favors, but drank the cup of desire in the feast of pleasure with others who 

^ I follow a MS m redding fird: for thi farwr and (arrdr of the cditiuiu 
^ Thu 18 the 7th stor} in the 3rd book of the Hitopodesha 
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were his rivals In the vicinity lived a youth, in stature like the cyprcsa 
that grows m the garden of the hvmg spirit, and m face hke a trosh rose 
whose cheeks have been washed in the water of life 

corpLisr 

Not sun and moon together blending could produco that matcblcBS cheek , 

And to his beard thou mightest vainly e'en in musk a rival seek 

The fair one’s eyes fell upon him, and her heart was bound to him in love 
and affection 'Things between them proceeded trom correspondence to 
intimacy, and from letters and messages to rminteimilting enjoyment and 
intercourse, morning and evening A party ot envious people, with whom 
the very idea of the union of two lovers was wont to turn bright day into 
gloomy night, and w'hom the thought of ' Why should the lamp of converse 
be kindled between two persona ^ would consume with the fire of I'nvy and 
jealousy, 

COUPLET 

Winlth and rank did never make envious tjioughtii anse in me, 
but I grndgi' that any lover happy with lua love should be, 

having got luform.itum of those < ii< umstaiices, iiequainted the Carpenter with 
thorn The poor fellow, though he had not much jealousy, wished to learn 
the certainty of the mattei, and take steps to rraiedy it He said to his 
wife, ‘ Get some tuod ready for a journey, for T am going to a village, and 
though the distance is not great, iievcitheless mj stay there will be for 
some days, and I do nut know how I shall i nduie being witliont thee, nor 
how I can hear to b( melted m the cmtible of separation 

COUPLET 

Thou, from whom this iruel parting is unwished, ahhnm d by me , 

'Who Ilf his free dioue would suffer a removal far fioin thee > 

The wife too simulated aftoction, and, wmepmg for joy, let faU some tears from 
her eyes , and forthwith prepared the pronsions, and dismissed her husband 
The Carpenter as he was going gave her many injunctions, saying, ‘ Thou 
must securely fasten the door, and take good care of the household stuffs, 
that durmg my absence thieves may not find an opportunity, and wo suflor 
loss in our property and goods The wife received these instructions with 
good will, and swore to observe them, and directly her spouse was gone, sent 
to teU her lover 

nEHiBTicn 

‘ Come into my garden for the ruse is blooming, and no thorn is left ' 

Her paramour promised, sapug, ‘ As soon as a watch of the night passes, 
expect the nsmg of the mom of union’ The fan one, rejoicing at that 
promise, made preparations to entertain him 

COUPLET 

Gramerry ' happy fortune' if that lovely moon, one night, 

In my desei fed cottage from beauty's heaven alight 
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The Carpenter returned at an unseasonable hour to hia house by a secret way 
It happened to be at the time when the biin and moon were m conjunction, 
and the lovci and his mistrcHS were in mutual raptures at the sight of one 
another At one time the beautiful youth, with his ravishing glanc-cM, tlircw 
the fire of perturbation into the haivcst of her patience At another, the 
fan one. Idle ii silver moon, with her fascinating coquetry, made havoc of the 
Tcaaon and senses of tlic youth 

VEBbF 

Two i^rw eful, BonKC-beguiling uloLs tliey. 

From In ad to foot in lo\t t, uhnimii'iits dnsstd 
fin rlu'ik shod Liropliho o ir tliiir loiiili ifs rai. 

Her lip to every aiiio-tiip lent now ztsf 

The haphsB Carpentrr waited until they betook themselves to the bed- 
chamber, and then very sottly ticpt under the bed, that he might observe 
what they were doing in private Suddtnlj his wife's cyea tell on his toot, 
and sho perteivcd that the departure of her apoube had been a meie pre- 
text to dial 01 u the truth of this affair AVhiapermg to hei lover, the said, 
‘Ask of me in a loud vojlc whether 1 like thee or iiiy Imsband best ’ The 
youth raised hia voice, and said, ‘ 0 jiretty one ' I w ant to know whether the 
love thou hast in thy heart for me is greater than thy attachment to thy 
husband ^ ’ The woman rC'pliod, ‘ How tamest thou to ask this question, and 
what IS the use of inquiiing^ ’ The youth, m fear of his lili', pressed her 
for an ansiver, and took her li uid ‘ Tin w oman ausw cred, ‘ If T am to speak 
the truth, these iiLCidcnts luqipen to women either Irom trifling and careless- 
ncBS, or from wautonness and lust, and they hike up with fnenda without 
cuiiiig about their w^oith or birth, or without laying stress on their vices or 
had habits And when their sensual wonts arc Batisfied, and their passion 
begms to wane, they soon regard them as meic strangers 

courLH 

Till} iinsf their foiilUnig, and their lovei ipiit 
Till ir p.!''!!!!! — not a thought rcuimns ot it 

Hut then husband iLsemblcs the hfe ot Ihcir boBum, and is precious aa the 
light of their eyes, 

HEMISTICH 

tlni might lifi indu'd surrendii, but not e’er reluiquiih thee 
May she nevei leap the fruit ol life and youth, and means and existence, 
who does not value her husband a thousand times above dear Me itself, and 
who does not wish for the capital of vitality simply to increase his comloit 
and his hapjimosa here and hereafter ' 


‘ The printed edition nods illidh burd vadast qirtfl, ‘importuneil and took her hand’ 
The lithographed idition has dhah burd va duat-t can girifl, ‘importuned and took the 
woman's hand,’ and thi best HIS I have reada rf/ai/i bai dojt 'took in band,’ or 

‘ commenied iniimrtumiig her,' which I much pn'fer ’ 
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CBIPLET 

Without thoc, may I no’er my hope attain ' 

And, save for thee, I’d e'en from life refrain ’ 

When the Carpenter heard this speech, tenderness and commiseration arose 
m his heart, and emotion and pity overiiowert d him, and ho said, ‘It had 
very nearly happened that I had wronged this woman, and had become 
gmlty and sinful in the sight of God After all, what was this evil suspicion 
that 1 entertained of her, while the poor tlimg was aU the time p inin g for 
me, and terribly in love with me , and, in the creed of friendship and path 
of love one ought not to attach much weight to it if, with iJl this attachment 
and friendship that she has for me, she make a httle slip , noi ought one to 
reckon too stnctly with her for foUics like these which she may commit, 
for no creature can bo pure from errors and fadings 

HFMISTICII 

Where livef, there one whose skirt has not been stained ’ 

And I, blockliead that I am ' have given myself all this trouble, and plunged 
myself m such distress gratuitously Itfy best course is now not to embitter 
then enjoyments, and not to disgrace her before a stiangr man, since she 
acts so from mere playfulnoBa and foUy, and not intentionally and of set 
purpose I ought to ix my eyes on her merits, and close my eyes to her 
tdihngB 

conrLtT 

Ilant ttiou one virtue, fiiiiUs throi siorc and ton , 

Nought hut that virtue shiui'i iii fneiidship’s kon ' 

He then remained sitting m silence m the same jilaee under the bed, and 
did not utter a word until they had finished their topng, and the flag of 
gloomy night had been lovorsed 

COUPLET 

^yien from night’s slindc spiong up the charming day, — 

Morn's brenth from heaven made creation gay, 

the stranger departed, and the Carpenter’s wile pretended to be asleep on 
the bed The Carjientcr came gently out from under the bed, and sat down 
upon it courteously and kindly, and was wiping off the diiat of dejection from 
his wife’s face with the sleeve of suavity, and stroked her limbs gently with 
his hand, until the wily woman opened her eyes, and fixing her eyes upon 
her husband as he sate at her pillow, started up and sold, 

COUPLET 

‘ Welcomo tho morn that hnugs my loved one home ' 

Thanks that the partner of ray cares is come ’ 

She then asked, ‘ Wlicn didst thon safely arrive ^ ’ He rejibed, ‘ At tho 
time when thou wast piessmg the hand of desire in the bosom of union with 
that stranger However, as I know that necessity was the cause of it, I 
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preserved thy credit, and did nothing to annoy him And as I am aware of 
thy kind fe< lings towards me, and know the friendship thou entertoinest for 
me , and am quite sure that thou art anxious for life only for communion 
with me, and wishrst for sight only to gaze on my beauty , if thou art guilty of 
these immoralities, it must, of course, be from fiailty Wherefore I felt it 
incumbent on me to ho indulgent to thy friend, and to preserve thy honor 
Be of good cheer, and do not give way to alarm or fear, and emancipate 
thyself from thy terrors, and pardon me for thmking ill of thee, and for 
entcrtaiumg a hundred kinds of bad suspicions of thee Piaise be to God ' 
thou hast not turned out to be what I sujipoHcd thee 

HLMIhTICH 

All my BuwpuiGn inditd TnistiikG '' 

The wife made use of deceitful iaotcIs , and both sides, forgetting their 
anger, placed tlie arms of itconc illation loiincl the neck of satisfaction, and 
the Carpenter, loosing the tongue of apologj, was expressing this sentiment 

corn 1 1 

‘In no pra\( liglit may God tliy error bcc ' 
iSinic I’m I'cintint, may lit foiguing bi " 

And 1 have introduced this story, that you too, like the carpenter, who was 
cajoled by the words ot a jirotiigiitc w'onian, may not be deceived by the talk 
of this deceitful crow, nor seduced by his hypocrisy and artifices, which smell 
of blood 

cori'irT 

liCt not the foe nialignunt tlicc beguile , 
lie lUCB it in tlie end who hoods his wile 

And every enemy w'ho, hy means ot hiB distant position, cannot make an 
assault, advances closci hy stratagem, and asaumiiig the part of an adviser, 
brings liimBclf, hy hypmnsy and fawning, into the situation of confidential 
intercourse As soon as he has leomccl the serrets [of his dupe] ho looks out 
for an opportunity, and, with peihet insight, eommences his undertaking, 
and not a blow’ that he strikes, but like the fire-rainmg thunderbolt, 
consumes the fire of life , and, like the arrow of fate, unerringly reaches the 
target of hia wish and the maik of his desire ' The crow (Karshinis) said, ' 0 
cruel fnend ' what is the use ot all this eloquence ' and what results from this 
useless preamble which thou art linking together ’ After all, what connection 
has this cruelty, which has been prac tisccl upon me, and this tyranny which 
has befallen me, with deceit and stratagem’ No sensible person is wiUing to 
suffer pain himself to give comfort to another, nor have T voluntarily taken 
upon myself this disgrace and suffermg And every one knows that these 
tortures were nothing hut the requital of my opposition to the crows ’ Tho 
vozlr said, ‘This thing that thou hast done is the spring of thy deceit, and 
thou hast wilbngly, nay, greedily, submitted to these suffenngs , and the 
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BweetuGSB of revenge which, thou hast m mind has made the bitter draught 
of this pain pleasant to the palate of thy hope , and there have been many 
whe have been willing to die m order to destroy their enemy, and who, to do 
their patrons and benctactors a service, have cast themselves into the vortex 
of annihilation, to leave inscribed on the page of their hfe the character of 
gratitude and loyalty So that Monkey gave himself up to be kiUed, m 
order that he might avenge his friends ’ The king of the owls asked, ‘ How 
was that ^ ' 


STORY XI 

He said, ‘ They have related that a troop of monkeys had their abode in 
an island where were fruits fresh and dry m abundance, and the climate 
agreed with them perfectly One day a party ot the elders of the tnbe were 
Bitting under the shade of a tree, and were talking on all sorts of subjects 
At one tune, with laughing hp like a pistachio, they discoursed of the 
impervious nut, and at anothei they would not open their eyes, which 
resembled fresh almonds, sav e to gaze on the beauty of the dry fig On a 
sudden, a bear passed by them, and was excessively chagrined at their 
composure Ho said to himself, ‘ Is it to be borne that 1 should pass my 
time in the midst ot stony inountainH, with saddened heoit, and with a 
hundred thousand efforts get possession of a thom-top or a root of grass, 
while these monkeys in this pleasant spot and agreeable station, least on 
fresh and juicy fruits and make their lepasts on herbage softer than 
gicen silk 

coci’i.rT 

Mv nvah, rnit'-hkc, flourishing in the f«ii spring of lonvcrse, sec ' 

Why sliould, m autumnal nbynee, I, nil liaflobh, withireil be > ' 

He then resolved to enter among that crowd and overthrow with the uxe of 
cruelty, the pedestal of their tranquillity The monkeys, accepting battle, 
assembled to tho number of nearly a thousand, and making a rush, 
overthrew ' and wounded the bear with their hlow^S Tho unhappy hear of 
vom schemes, had not as yet tasted the fruit of his wishes from the plant of 
desire, when he found tho tree of his enjoyment withered, and the ceU of his 
nature not being illuminated by the radiance ot the taper of repose, the 
lamp of his strength went out 

COUrLET 

Bofure I from the bowl of gladacas one short draught of joy could sip. 

Cruel fate dasliod down tho goblet ere it yet had reached my lip 

In short, tho bear escaped with the greatest trouble from among the 


1 The KSS supply the va between partigavida and which the editions wrongly 

omit 
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monkeys, and having conveyed himself to the mountains, raised loud cries 
ond a vast uproar A great number of his species came round him, and 
Bcomg him m that state, asked him as to the circumstances of the battle and 
the manner of the contumely and blows inflicted on him The bear 
rf counted the affair as it had happened, and said, ‘Bravo, dishonor' that a 
powerful - framed bear should endure this disgrace from feeble monkeys' 
never in by-gone days did such a thing befall oui ancestors and progenitors, 
and uuhl the day of resurrection, this infamy iviil adhere to our race Our 
advisable course is that no should join together, and hy one united night- 
attack, change tlie day of existence tor them info the night of extinction, and 
blind the eye ot their hopes with the dust of battle 

VFUSF 

Lut Uh but bi liy tatn unharaaaod, 

Wt'l] wnuk our* vcn^f.tiin' on tlic battfl foe, 

And in the battle we'll ho iruab Iiih btad, 

To the loflt day our glory doMTi shall go ’ 

The bears' feehng of pndo was roused, and kindling the flamo of implaca- 
bility, and loosing the tongue of boasting and \ am -glory, they raised to 
heaven their fierce and martial shouts 

ymiSF 

‘ AjitH are out focn, — a giant serpent wc. 

How tan tlii'y scape the clutebc a of the strife ’ 

Tis ouis to sbiike tb( flag of battle fret, 

Tlioirs to relinquish suvi reignty imd hie ' 

The} then agreed that that night they would engage in kmdhng the flamt's 
of slaughter, and in the heat ol battle and the tiiu of wax, would cast an 
Igneous sliciwer mto the harvest of the life of the monkej's , and at the time 
when the golden-clawed hon ot the sun turned liom the waste of heaven 
to that place of fountams [as it is written] 'i» n iprmg of black mudf and 
the Greater and Lesser Bear began to stalk towards the confines of tho 
N'ortheru Pole, 

COUTLET 

Wlieu the bright suii had turned his baih, 

Larth darkened,! and the air gn w black, 

at once, the bears of that mountainous region set out for tho island of tho 
monkeys It hajipcncd that the monkey-king with a number of his nobles 
and grandees, had made a party to hunt, and that mght they remained m the 


* The printed oditinn baa hero by a typographical error — kamm fni hn 
^ Ku'rkn, FI wui , 84 , Mar 87 , »Salc, p 227, 1 4 ‘And he (Dhu'l-kamein) followed 
Ins way, until ho came to the place where the aun aetteth , and ho found it to act m a spnng 
of black mud and he found near the same a certain people ' 

^ Duituht, lit , 'rough,' i c , hard to he walked over, on account of tho darkness 
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Taste, and the other monkeys, unprepared for the attack of then foes, Tore 
reposing each in his own place, when all at once, 

COUPLET 

Like ants and locusta, comitlcaa warriors swarm, 

And spread through earth war’s n orld-convulsmg aturm 

Before the monkeyb were aware, many of them were slain, and a few, ciushcd 
and wounded, escaped tvith hfe from that sanguinary struggle When the 
bears saw that flourishing plain and populous island cleared of the enemy, 
they drew tho foot of continuance under the skiit of residence in that very 
place, and made the bear that had been maltreated and injured, their 
commander, and stietehing forth the hand ot tj’ranny, they brought Witlim 
tlic range of their own possession, every good thing which the monkeys m 
the lapse of time had stoied up for thcmsidves 

HPMtancu 

Who wasted, 0 mj God ' and who amassed > ' 

The next day, when the dark -hearted world beeaine bnUiant as the check ol 
the beautiful, .lud the Jamshid of the sun came forth upon tho throne of 
the akj’, 

COUPIET 

tVlion morning’s host uprniaod its bnnnpr, then 
The woild driw tUrougli tho word ot night its pon,^ 

the king of the monkeys, unawmie of what had happened, was returning to 
the Lslanil, and in the middle of liis journey a number of fugitives who had 
brought themselves scmi-aniniate from the whirlpool of calamity to the 
shore, c.ime up, and began to call for redress The king, when he hod been 
iiifonncd of the nature of those events, began to bite the finger of amazement 
with the tooth ot t egret, aud said, ‘ Alas ' fur my hereditary kingdom which 
has been torn fiom the grasp of my poshossion, and alack ' for those rich 
tioa.sures which have fallen into the hands of the enemy At last, fortune has 
changed, aud has ramod down the dirt of adversity on lay head, and, at 
length, she, fickle that she is, has averU’d her countenance 

BTANIi 

Ne’er in this world’s flower-garden did one verdure constant ace, 

Nur upon tlic cheek of fortune can we trace a changeltisa hue 
Earth ib but a liousu of clicating, credit then cun nevir bi. 

Because thin it ii plnee ol miailucf more disaatroua none e’er knew 

The others, too, who attended in the cavalcade of tho kmg, hoginnmg to be 
disquieted, raised lamentations each for his own property and possessions, and 


' That IB, ‘one hoards, another spends ' 
^ That 18 , ‘ renounced allegiance to it ’ 



348 ANYAB-I SUUAJLI, on, TUB LIQIITS OF CANOFUS 

Wife, and family, and among them was one named Maimuu,* adorned with an 
excellent understanding, and distinguished from the rest hy the abundance of 
his sagacity , and on this account they used to hold him in supreme honor, 
and kmg and people were in the habit of availing themselves of the benefits of 
hiB advice 

VEKSE 

Ho bright of heart, so eli-ar in wisdom he, 

That hy one rounsi 1 ho i ould climes oiislav c , 

Zuhal ^ hih pupil was in subtlety. 

And tu 'AtEuid^ he piii-kssuns gate 

When Maimun beheld the king amazed and his subjeets distressed, he 
loosed the tongue ol advice and said, 

STINZA 

‘ lie not oontontious in disaster, thou ' 

’Tib doubly faulty , for, to nn altiud, 

First, it will gild with |oy thy (ocm.in's brow , 

And nixt cast down and stiipilv thy friend 

To be stiff-necked in mistortuncs cidiides a creature from tbo rewards of 
eternity, and nukes him notorious lor impatieuce aud levity, and in 
ocfurrcuces of this nature, there aic but two things of any avail Tbo first is, 
to endure and to mciease in patiincc and fortitude, for the tree of patience 
produces the trmt of desire, and m accordance with the Siipng, ' Patience la 
the lei/ of joy,' to make choice of patience is the key of the portals of 
salvation 

81 AN7A 

Patitnoi, the key that opts the ticasury 

(If wishrd-for things, unlinks cuili ilosid-up way , 

And deal's the breast Irom pangs of tyranny. 

As from a glass the dust that thereon lay 

The second is to make use of just judgment and light counsel , for when the 
1 ghtning ol the bright mind of the jiosscssor of sagacity flashes m the night 
of incident, it can coinpletclv efluce the daikuess of cruelty from the page of 
the condition of the tyrannously oppressed , and m one night of thought 
accomplish thuigs which luve occupied a thousand years 

coomPT 

With the Bidve of happy counsel, and of achemea that aim aright, 

Be the heart m fragments shivired, there is healing for its plight ' 

The king of the monkeys was comtorted hy the vv ords of Jlliumun, and asked 
‘ How can this he icmedied ’ ’ Muiniun lequested a private audience and 
said, ‘ 0 renowned king ' my childicn and kinsmen have penshed hy the 


I The Dictionary luformaua this word, in Peraian, means ‘ monkey,' in Arabic 'fortunate ' 
'' Saturn and in the next Imc 'At arid la Mercury 
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hands of tins remorsoless band , and, dppriTed of the sight of these dear ones 
hfe wiU afford me no delight, and existence no happiness 

rOlPLET 

Withaut thy face I might survive, — ves, I might linger so , 

But yet II thuusand deaths, mcthmks, were lighter than that woo 

And since in the end the goods of life must full into the whirlpool of 
annihilation, T desire with all possible spi'cd to transport myself from the 
narrow strait of worldly things to the expanse of the hhssfiil rogjuna of 
eternity, and, aacriflcing my life, to atenge my fiicnda and beloved ones on 
those blind and savage monsters ’ The King said, ‘ 0 Moimim ' the flavor 
of revongt' appears sweet to the pidato of existence, and the relish of 
triumphing over one’s enemy is necessary for the repose of life, but if thou 
art no more, [1 care not] whether the wotld be populated or desolate And 
wherever the heart is set, it matters not whether the place be tranquil or 
disturbed 

C OtiPLFT 

Once fnmi this garden hi thy tinnsit made, 

1 i arc not if the roues bloom or fade ’ 

Maimun replied, 'Oking' in my present eiicumstanees tlie preference may 
he given to death ovei lile, and one might choose to jierish rather than exist 
For the light of the eyes is in g.wiiig on the beimtv of one’s cliildren, and they 
have diawji nter their rnuutenaiices the veil of the earth, and the ]oy of the 
bosom js hound iiji in beholding one’s domestics anil kinslollc, and the harvest 
ot their peace has liecn dispersed liy the tempest of fate , and the chief pillar 
of one’s mmntf nance is wealth and prnpcity, ami the hoardings of one’s 
whole life have been dissipated hy the plundeiing of the enemy 1 now wish 
to show my gratitude for tlie tavois ot the ting, and to aid, with Oie ointment 
of eheertulness, my brethren, whose hearts are sorrowful and whose minds 
are wounded , and having offered up the com of life, to leave my name on the 
page of Time 

coup LPT 

My heart's wish is to perish gloriously 
Earth yitlda one object, — 'tu with fame to die 

And the king must not mourn for my death, and when he sits with hia 
friends at the mirthful banquet let him call to mind my taithtul service 

COUPLET 

With the hand of hope, when gathering the enjoyment of thy bliss, 

Call to mind our social converse, and bethink thee still of this ’ 

The king said, ' How wilt thou prosecute this undertaking, and hy which 
of the doors of stratagem will thou enter upon it ^ ’ Maimun answered, ‘ I 
have thought of a plan by which I may consume them with the flame of the 
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Hamum' m the deserts of llard-azmai',* and it is most probably to be expected 
that my pro^oBtications imU not deviate from the hne of truth The 
advisable coursi' is, that thou command them to tcai out my ears with their 
teeth, and fracture my h.mds and feet, and cast me at night in a comer of 
that waste which was our fonner abode And let the king, with his 
attendants and the party ot fugitives, wander at will through all parts and 
directions of this desert uiiti] two days have passed, and on the morning of 
the thud day let them tome and settle, tiee from care, in their own home 
Tor thert will be no trace of thiur enemies, nor .d'tei wards will any injury 
an rue fiom that race' The king, in accordance with the wishes of 
lliumi'in, commanded (hem to tear out his cars, and, aftc'r hrenkmg his 
limbs, to east him in a coiner of that region H(‘ tlien dispersed his forces, 
and satc‘ awaiting the appointed time Mainnin, tliroiigh the whole night, 
uttered plaintiie w.iilings after n fashion lliat would have dissulvud, in 
ayuipathy, a heart ot stone The mountains iL-echcad the jiiteims sound of 
hiH cries, and llie king ot Die heais going out for a cm ml tally iii the 
mcimmg, heard those liunentatioiis , and lullovvmg tlic sound, bcht'ld Maimuu 
in that plight Although ho was haid-hccuted, he had compassion upon him, 
and in spite of Ins I’erocutv, jiitv arose in liis heait JJuspng liiniself with 
iiicpiiry into Ills Liiruniblaiire^., and examining into his c ondilion, he demanded 
oi him a detailed c xplanation of what had hapjicncd Maimim sagaciously 
disc 01 lied that he was the king of that TlIcc, and ('ntered upon ciilogiums of 
lum , and after aeciuitling himself of the usual duties of jmnegyric, which is 
due to the position of kings, he said, 

tOUVlET 

‘ Th's C’.irthlv frurm, snul ,incl sliapo the same, in flanimg fin' and iviltri ^ Ins, 

Liiok mth tliinc c'\c'« end Bjmimtlii/i’, loi trnil aic tlicsc icguiiica 

0 king ' 1 am the \ a/fr of the monkey-king, and w enl out w ith him to 
hunt On the niglit ot the attack I wa.s not piesent m llie hold of battle 
The nc'xt day the fugitives reached us, and I received intelligence of the 
descent of your raajestj iii this plac'c The king ot the monkeys, from 
file confidence which he had in my |udgmcnt, rrcjuircd of mu an expedient to 
remedy thus I, horn smceie regard to him, jioinled out the scivicc of your 
majesty, and said, ‘ The rocommcndahlc course is, that wx' gird up the waist 
of attendance, and pass the rest ot our lives m wmiting on the king , and, 
under the sliadc of his good-fortune, m security from the reverses of late, 
contcut ourselves with a corner and a crust 


* In the English dietioiiary ' Simoom ,' but the first vow id should be a, according to the 
jirnbiL 

- Jat, ‘ raan-triing i c , ‘perilous’ 

That IS, ‘in woe ’ 
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VEBfIE 

He that IS wise, will ever guide his way 
To pious shelter, such as thou art, who, 

Oft [IS thy feet amid the garden stray, 

Uoar'st off the roacs and the spikenard too ’ 

The king was dieplouacd at my worda, and vented many unseemly repronehes 
on the parties who had become occupants of this region , and when a second 
time I rebuked him, he commanded that they should inflict all this 
contumely upon me, and he gave oidcrs, saying, ‘Since he is ono of the 
fautors of that monarch, and belongs to his army, the best thing is to cast 
him down near the island, so that I may see how they will protect him ’ 
Thus they brought me hither, and requited my former loj'al services with 
these subsequent distresses ’ He said this, and wept so piteously that the 
tear-drops began to fall from the pitiless eyes of the king of the bears 

CUlirCET 

Mj groans would inaki u stone dissolve in blood , 

And from my wi eping ojt-h poms Jailidn’s ’ flood ’ 

The king said, ‘ Where arc the monkeys now ’ ’ Ho replied, ‘ There is a 
foresl, which they call H<iid-a/m,li, where they have taken refuge, and ore 
collecting foiees fiom all sides, and every hour they may be expected to 
come with a fierce and numcious aruiy to make a mgbt-attack ’ The king of 
the bears started and said, 'dJIaimun' what is thy adiice* and Heaven 
forfend * that a calamity fall upon us liom them ’ Maimun replied, ‘ Lot the 
king be tranquil as to this, and had 1 but tcet, 1 would conduct a force 
unexpectedly against them, and bring destruction on those perfidious 
lugrates ' Tlie Icing replied, ‘ I know that thou hast comjdete acquaintance 
with their position, and it thou caiist conduct us to them, thou wilt cast a 
chain of oldigatiuii on the neck of tlie eonditmii of this people, and 
inasmuch, too, as they have wronged thee, thou wilt obtain tby own wish of 
revenge ’ Maimun said, ‘ How can 1 do it ^ for it is impossible for me to 
go, and for me to move with such hands and feet presents insupcrablo 
difficulties ' The king replied, ‘ 1 know an expedient for tins, and can 
convey thee by a contrivance ’ He then called aloud, so that the leaders ot 
his army and the courtiers presented themselves , and having stated to them 
how matters stood, he said, 'Bo ready, for to-night we wull inarch against the 
enemy ’ All agreed ui this plan, and made ready the we.ipous of war, and, 
havmg tied Maimun on the hack of a bear, they set off Maimcin giudcd 
them by signs, unfa! they arrived at the waste Mard-azma(, which was a 
desert full of fierce heat and devoid of water, such that the spnng-cloud was 
burnt up, in its expanse, from excesB of heat, and the swift messenger of the 


' The river J axortes 
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moon, from the dread nature of that waste, lost its way m the heaven , and 
the world-mcasunng mtelleot was unable to emerge from its difficulties, and 
the creation-cirdmg imagination know not the way forth from its stnges 
A Samvim used to blow in that ■waste, suth that every one who was reached 
by its effects, melted away , and it made the simd and soil bum like the 
fumaLe of iron-smiths , and on account of this fiery wind, no hving thing 
abode m that desert, and no herbage sprang up in that salt and man- 
devouring nilderness 

wnflE 

A (IrHiat vast and full of horror, where, 

At Lvery fittp, ft hundri'd rihks aroai , 

Its ftir was flami, ita fin ignioua air, 

Magiats its ‘itones, and stouts itt tartli rompoan 

Maimi'in said, ‘ Make haste , and, before the white dawn lifts away the 
veil tiom the face ot the tiansatfious of tlic world, let ns tear away tho 
curtain of thtir tianqiallity from the area of enjojuneiit , nnd, ere the king 
of the Turkish t'estmcnt‘ can bit up liis gnld-eraliroiih i ed Hug, let us 
subvert the Imuner of the piussamc of those wietihes forsaken by fortune’ 
The bears, with the utmost ahienty, pressed on into that waste, and nith 
their own feet eutorod into the plain of dc'ath and space of dpstruction 
Tho sun rose, and no tiaiu of the monkeys was to he found, and Maimiin 
still urged them on i\ ith speed, and with plausible inventions beguiled them, 
until tho time when the sun rose high, and, with the warmth of his rays, 
bt up the quartets and districts of that region The flame of his taper 
was then kindled to that degtee, that whoever looked into the an -w'aa 
consumed like a moth, and whoi'ver set foot on earth was melted like -wax 

STAN/, A 

Tho frjmr ■wan lu'itod bj thi* warmth intenne, 

'J'lll, t.ipcr-lihc, tlif' liji did radiati', 

And Mich fhe firrj thit IVoiiflence, 

Thou wouldht suppoRO, had thouj^ht pond to create 
A fiorter hill m tbiH» man’s carthl) state 

The rays of the sun, cxei tmg their influent e, smote the hears with destruction, 
and the fiery Samum, beginning to blow, appeared like a smokeless flame 
Then the king of the bears turned to Maimun [and said], ' Here is a desert 
such that our hearts are consumed -with the dread of it, and our livers are 
dried up , and what is this which, like a flame of fire, comes, fierce and hot, 
towards us” Moimun replied, '0 cruel tyrant' this is the ■wilderness of 
death, and that which comes towards thee is the messenger of fate Be at 
ease, for didst thou possess a hundred thousand lives, thou wouldst not save 
one And now, soon as the Samum reaches you, it ■will consume all to 


A title of tho suu 
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Bshes, and than wilt bs burned m the fire of that injuatiee which thou didst 
inflict on the persons of the monkeys ’ They weie talking thus, when the 
flatne of the Samiim reached them, and consumed on the spot Muimiin, 
together with all the rctiuuo and soldiers of tho bear-king, and not one of 
them emerged from that wilderness On the thud day, as had been agreed 
upon, the king of the monkeys, together with his army, came to the island, 
and found the region imoccupiod, and beheld his dominions cleared of the 
gloomy presence of his foes 

coupLrx 

Disnster’s nvglit hiis riilled away, the morn of tnumph comca at last , 

The spring — the |ujful apriug — is In re, the autumn of onr grid is past 

And I have iiildueed this story in older that the king may understand that 
resentful persons, for (he sake of vengeance, will relinquish their own lives, 
and, to gratify their fnends, attach no weight to the saenfieo And I under- 
stand the iMsmess of Jv iishiius fiom lii.s deceitful bperehes, and I know the 
whole ti.im of the story which has been reluled ' And 1 have had oxjiencnce 
of the crows hetore, ,ind know the extent of thi'ii foresight and sagacity, and 
the grcalness of thru deceit and artfulness , and as soon as i beheld Kdishmis in 
this state, L tdt conv meed that their elcveiiiess and prudence were allied to some 
useful end, and that ihrii wisdom and penetration is beyond what were supposed 

rouPLn 

\ ( s ' I bad heard thy (harms, hut see, indoi'd, 

Fait docs the tab a thousand tiiiiea exceed 

The advisable course is, that before he can give us supper we should supply 
him with breakfast , and ere he can spill our blood, we sliould give the signal 
for his execution ’ When the king of the owls heard this speech he frowned 
and said, ' What haishnc'ss and merciless piooedure is this ' that when a 
poor wretch has uadergone a variety of sutlerings and torments from his 
attachment to us, we should stand forth as his tormentors and destroyers, 
and melt again m the crucible of trial one who has already been wofuUy 
stricken But, perhaps, thou hast not heard that they have said, 

couPL>,r 

'MaLe gliul the nioiinKr’fl bosdin, and recall 
Tht night of mourning, which ma) thee befall ’ 

He then commanded, and tlicy took Karshinis with the utmost reverence 
respect, and bore him along with the owl-king The vazir said, ‘ 0 
king ' since thou hast not heeded my counsel, and hast averted the face of 
acceptance from my directions, which were essentially wise and purely 
honeflcial , at least live with him as with thy foes, and be not off thy guard 

1 For hUah mi ahtjtaaam my beat MS reads jumlah mi sMndsam The sentence is obsenre, 
but probably means that he recognises in the story be has just told a parallel caso to that of 
KUrshinfis 
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for the twinkling of an eye as to bis artifices and treason Por his coming 
can have no other object save injury to the affaiis of the owls and the pro- 
motion of the ends usetul to the crows ’ The king refused to attend to this 
advice, and despised the words of that incomparable friend , and the Crow 
continued to live in Ins sen lee with the utmost honor, and he omitted no 
partieulur of the homage due, nor of the respectful manncis suited to the service 
of pnnetH , and by conaliating each of the favontes and nunisters of the 
king m some way or other, he attached them to himself Hence liia rank 
w.iB each day advanced, and each day he made greater piogross in the 
affections of the king and Ins hub)oc(s, until ho became the depositary 
ol the [ onfideiK c, and the confidant ot the secrets of the lung And when 
his thorough smeentj and complete jnohity had been noticed, be rose to be 
the State -leteree and pivot ot public affairs of that country And m com- 
mencing iitlmra ot nnpoitaiKe, tiny need to consult with him, and they 
formed all suits ot schemes accoi ding to his ojiimon and conusel One day, 
in the jiiiblK assembly and general meeting, be said to high and low, ‘ The 
king of the irou's has (aiisclessly injuied me, and tortured me, though I am 
innocent Until, then, 1 wreak my vengeance on him, and get the better of 
him like II man, how (an 1 find rest oi repose’ and how iclish sleep or food’ 
And 1 hav e r< flee ted long, and spent inueli time in meditating and ( onsidcimg 
how to obtain tins obje'ot and compass this cud At last 1 have eunie to the 
firm condusion that so long as 1 am in the guise of a ciow, and letam tlicir 
appearance', I eaiinut arrive at this my wish, not attain my object And I 
have lieaid tioni the wise, th,it vv'hcn un opprossi'd imd unfoitunate person 
has Buffered wrong liom an unjust oppiiessor, and mot with persecution fiom 
a haughty tyrant, .iiiel seeks death and consumes himself with fire, every 
prayci that he utters in that state meets with nceeptunci' If the kmg’a 
wisdom thinks it nght, let him command them to burn me f’prhaps, 
at the moment when the heat leaches mo, if I jir.iy to God (may His namo 
he magnified') to make me an owl, I may, by that means get the advantage 
over tlie tyrant, and wreak my v'engeance on him’’ Now, tho owl that 
had been bo urgent for tho laceration of Karshmas was present m that 
assembly, and saiel, 

tour ITT 

'Art thrm not told jib the like the tulip, dark of heart ^ 

Then tcu-LoD^tid anil douhlp-fopcd, too, coaar to play the llly’^ port ’ 

The king asked, ' What sayest thou to this speech ’ ’ The vazfr rephed, 

‘ This Bgam is anothei artifice which is put forth, and a pretence colored 
With hyjiocrisy 

COTJPLBT 

From hand to foot he’s nought but ju^lcnc6 , 

At hiB drPC]t a'ltonisbtd otAud the wise 
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And should they bum again and again hiB foul person and impure body, and 
moisten' the ashes with the water of the fountain of Salsahtl and the wine 
of purification, his unclean nature and base qualities would not be altered , 
and the malignity of his mmd and obliquity of hia moral principles cannot 
he cleansed by water or burnt out with fire 

COUPLET 

Hope not that eTil natures good shew , 

For rust, through washing, whiti mil never grow 

And if (this impossible supposition being admitted), bis impuie person should 
put on tlio appeal ance of the peacock, or, for example, his unclean limbs 
should be arrayed in tbc garments of tlic Kimurgh, he would remain just as 
before, attached to the soeiety ot the (rows, and tncndly with them Like 
that Mouse, winch, aUhough it had obtained a human fonii, relapsed into 
the intimations suited to its lormcr state, and did not attach itself to the 
woild-illuiiiinating sun, and the bounteous (loud, and the exhilarating breeze, 
and the firm mountain ’ The king asked, ‘ How was that ' ’ 

STOHY XII 

lie said, ‘ They have redated that a devotee, whoso prayers were accepted, 
had lot ate d hiraselt on the hank ol a sticam, and had washed his hands with 
the water of conteidmcut from the eontomination of worldly affairs A kite 
on the wiiig arrived there, and a young Mouse diopped from its beak on the 
gnmnd beloie the Indy man, who had compassion on it, and taking it up, 
and rolling it in his patched gabardine, won about to carry it home He then 
reflected that he had better not, lest it sliould annoy his domestics and do 
inischitf He prayed, tbcieforo, that God Jlost High would he pleased to 
[turn the mouse into a damsel, and thus] bestow on him a daughter Tne 
arrow of the recluse’s piaycr struck the target ol aiceptance, and the tire- 
woman of Omnip otence adorned lor him a daughter of graceful form and 
straight statuip, of bright countenance and curling hair, such that the sun 
of her check cast the fire of jealousy into the harvest of the moon, and her 
musky ringlets wrung sighs from the heart of Mack night 

COUPLET 

Ilrr graceful form dcndcfl the cj-press she 
'\A''rit(’s 'gaiiut the moon tho murk of contumely 

The recluse looked and beheld a figure composed of pure grace, and found a 
maiden reared in perfect clcgaaee He delivered her to one of his disciples 
to ticat with the same affection as his children The disciple, receiving with 
respect the charge of his spiritual instructor, used the greatest endeavors m 

' My tsist Mfl reads Jtatl sdzand, ‘should loosen or moisten’ The editions read fftl 
sdzand, ‘ should make clay ' 


2. A 2 



3d6 


ANTaE-I SrHAILI, OH, THB LIGHTS OF CANOl'US 


tending the girl In a short time she reached the period of puberty, and 
the holy man addressing her said, ‘ Dear life ’ thou hast grown up, and there 
IS no altematire but to unite thy pure gem with another jewel on the stnng 
of momage 1 leave this to thy own choice, and whomsoever among men or 
fames, yea, even of beings fiom the highest to the lowest rank thou 
mayest select, to him 1 will giie thee’ The maid replied, ‘I wi h for a 
husband strong and powerful, who may possess multiform might ond majesty, 
and, in rank, may be distinguished by his ixalted dignity and high position 
The recluse answered, ' The sun will be the possessor of thi se qualities whicll 
thou mentionist ' The girl replied, ‘Aje ' J am of ojiinion that he aucoumbs 
to none, but has the mastery over all that exist beneath the sky Marrj 
me to him ’ 

VEllSP 

Thi nest (ItiJ, shen the Hast s Klnisraii arnsr, 

And btcppid forth on thr auliM pmplo sly, 

Tinio did the gates of light again unclose, 

And enrth begun aiiiw its levclry 

In the moining, wluii, by the eommaud ot Him who makes the mom break 
forth, the sun aset'iided from the eastern hon/on, the leeluse Lommumcated to 
him the ciimmstauces, and siiid, ‘This maidi n is cm ecduig beautilul and 
amiable, T would have hei bi thy handmaid, for she has asked ol men 
husband, stiong and mighty’ The sun blushed’ at healing this tale, and 
nqdied, ‘ I Mill point out to thee one stiongei than myseli, ■which is a cloud 
Tor tins conceals my light and excludes all living treatures Irom the rays of 
my beauty 

count FT 

High though the glorious sim dors ride, 

A eluud-sperk ran his radi,inci huh ’ 

The recluse came to the cloud, and repeated his tormer speech The cloud, 
perspiring at this addicss, said, 'H thou chooscst me for strength and 
supt iionty, the wind is m\ superior, since it carries me whithersoever it will, 
and takes me along tvith it m whutec or direi f ion ll wishes ’ The recluse, 
acquiescing in tins reinaik, ncnt to the wind, and recited the story of what 
had passed The mud 'writhed fiom shame, and said, ‘What strength and 
might do I jiossOBs ’ absolute power belongs to the mountain, since it has dra'wn 
the toot of endurance under the skirt ot majesty, and like the pole reposes in 
its own ecntie, and my influcueo upon it is no more than that of a low sound 
m the ear of one bom deaf, or of the footfall of a httlc ant on the surface of 
the solid rock - 

‘ Bar afriMtah, lit , ‘ blazed up,' ‘kindlrd ' 

* 'fhci printed cslition ban here a mistiike , — xamtld for sanimd, ‘hard rock that retuma no 
echo,’ which la the rcuihiig of my best MS The lithographed edition roads sdd. which 
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COUPLET 

The cloud maj aruUcr at the tempest's shock, 

Whose zago is vain against the mountam-rock ' 

The holy man then proceeded to the mountain, and recited the scroll of the 
affair The mountain uttered a deep sound, saying, ‘ 0 recluse ’ the force 
and strength of the mouse exceed mine, foi it pierces m\ side, and makes its 
nest m my heait My breast is rent in a thousand places by its lite- 
exhausting goad, and I know of no expedient to get iid of it ’ The m.'iden 
exclaimed, 'He speaks the tiuth The mouse is his conqueror, and desciTes 
to bo my husband ’ The recluse then offered her to a mouse, and he, owmg 
to hia homogenenuhness (foi m him the cord of affinity of the girl found its 
limit"), felt an inclmahon foi hei in his heart, and replied, ‘ I too for a long 
time have been wishing foi a charmer, who should be my mate for life It 
IS nccessaiy, however, that my spouse should be of the same race with 
myself ' The giil said, ‘ Tins is an easy matter Let the holy man pi ay that 
I may become a mouse, and embrace thee with the aims of love ’ The 
lecluse saw that there w.ls an evident longing on both sides he held up his 
hands in prajei, and prayed to the Loid Most High to niakc her a mouse 
The petUiun ot the saint was iramedialelj honored with iiLceptunee, and the 
remarkable tuith, ' Exciything reverts to its ptimUoe nature,’ was here 
manitested, tor the giil became n mouse, <md the iccluse bestowed her on that 
othc'i mouse, and went Ins way 

COUPLET 

K.uli tiling must to its piislmi' cssenci bnik mpil ut last, ni) fupnd ' 

Eirthv an «( , and wi niutt mingli with the earth, ton, lu thi' (iid 

Aud the moial of this story is that, whatever may be the rcqiiiiemcnt of 
the original natiiie, althnugli other accidental circumstanceH may divert it, 
will. 111 the end, relapse to that same cliiiacter of its oiigin And an eloquent 
sage has arranged in poetical order this same sentiment, and exprcsbcs it in 
tills beautiful language, and with this giiiccful turn 

VEBSE 

The tree thal is bj nature sour, 

'Though thou shnuldst it to Eden a garden bung, 

And moisten, at the watering hour. 

Its root from the etirniil, heavenly spring, 

Witli purest honey, or some sweeter thing — 

Would still not lose the memory of the post, 

But aye put fuith its acrid fruit at last ' 

The kmg of the owds, as is the wont of the unlucky, listened not to these 
admonitions, and imputing the words of his vazir to envy, paid no regard to 
consequences The crow, on the other hand, each day adduced some 
charming tale, and every night some incomparably pleasing narrative, and 
rteilcd mdivclous stones and wonderful anecdotes, until he boeaino the cliict 
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confidant , and obtained perfect mfomation of their most recondite secrets 
and hidden affairs He then watched his opportunity and suddenly set off to 
join the crows The king of the crows seeing him approach, began to 
address hm joyfully, as follows, 

COUPLET 

‘ Fnends ' wc may now our wioli, tlic object of oui heart, enfold , 

For here, the solace of our life, our soul, our spirits’ joy behold '' 

Then king Plruz asked him, saying, 0 Karahmas ' what hast thou effected ' ’ 
He replied, 'By the king’s good fortune, 1 have eftccted all that was required, 
and have accomphshed the object 1 had in view Be ready to act ' for it is 
the time for exacting vengeance and foi seeing our enemies as our fnends 
would have them ' The king said, ‘ Tell me, concisely, the nature of what 
thou woiddest udviac, in older that wc may follow up the measures of 
importance witli a right understanding, and that the thmga tliat me reqiured 
maybe made ready’ Kaishinas said, ‘In a certain mountain there is a 
cave, and dining the day- time the owls go and collect in that cave, and in 
the vicinity, much dry wood is loimd Let the king command the crows to 
transport a small quantity there and heap it at the duoi ot the ea\e, and I 
will bring a little fire tioin the station of the shephcids, who have their 
houses in the neighhorhood, aud cast it upon the wood 'Then let the king 
command the crows to tan it with their mugs so that the fire may be 
kindled Every owl thiit attempts to come lorth fiom the cave, will he 
burnt, and every one that docs not (ome out will he killed by tlio smoke ’ 
The king was pleased with this counsel, aud he undertook the entcipiise in 
the way the va/i'r had seen good Thus they tmmed all (he owls and the 
crows having won a great victory, wcie all glad and tnumphant, and loosing 
the tongue of congratulation, they raised to the star ’Ayyiik ’ their joy uus 
shouts at this splendid tiiuinjdi 

iiasF 

‘ Foituni, ul lost, the nionarili'b wibli iilluns , 

Al 1 ih( fulhli tbc jironiiHC of suiicss 
Thi joys bcditiim bcld back from dui vuwb. 

Now, b^ one bjpjiy btrukr, our nation blcbb ' 

The kmg and the army, deeply obliged by tlie laudable efforts and acceptable 
and illiistnoua acts of Kaiahmis, wen) lavish in the honors they awaidod 
him, and they snew'ed it as requisite and mciimbcnt on tlicm to go to excess 
and profuseness in praising him He, in hia turn, invoked benedictions on 
the king and lauded the othci-s suitably to their respective conditions In 
the midst of this, the king gave utteiance to these words, ‘ The auspicious- 
noss of thy eounscl and thy line judgment in overtuniing our foes aud 


' Abrigbt ird slai, whub follows Iht I’kiadcb 
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smiting thorn on the head, and m gladdening and cheonng our fnendSj have 
been evinced in a peculiar manner ’ ‘ Karshmas said, ‘ All that has 

succeeded in this respect, has been trom the greatncBs of the good-fortune of 
the king and his auspicious destiny I beheld, too, the token of this victory 
on that very day when those ill-fated ones displayed such designs and 
permitted themselves to practice such cruelty upon the weak and helpless, 
and formed the dcaiie of appiopnatmg our fatherland and ancient country 

COUPLET 

In lusting for tliy eountrv then, rod grew that hlai k-anulctl tiaitor's eyes . 

Put jrllow soon hjs face bd'ame, and earth grew dark , m death ho lies ’ 

Again the king asked, ‘How couldst thou for so long a time endure the 
society of the owls ^ and huw put up with them who in disposition are so 
opposite to thoc ' For 1 know that the good cannot endure the society of 
the wiiked, and that it is the nature of the generous to flee the very sight of 
the sordid And they have said that it is bc'tter to live with an evil serpent 
than against one’s wiU to giv/o upon a had companion 

COUPLI-l 

Though nt giirfs puisrin thou shoiildst die, mIicu paitiol from a comrade sweet , 

Twtre lu'tt( r far than with a 8tr.inger purest honey e’ln to e.it ' 

Kirshinas said, ' The ease is as the king has pronnnneetl , and there is 
nought 711010 galling to the b]jirit than so unsuitable a companion 

lIEUIb nCH 

’’ils hell to VKW a mati that nuts us not 

But a wise man, to phase his master .indiehevi liih cau', turns not away 
trom difflcullies, and goes foiHi with joy to meet ('leiy l.iboi tliat OL'eur.s to 
him, and willingly accepts it And the man of high bjant does not at every 
dinappointment and difhcidly plunge hiui.self into the jilace of gnet and 
whulpool vt di!!tic.s.s For in eiery affair, the issues iil which are comhined 
with victory aud tnumjih, though it may be neccs,s.iry to uudcigo trouble in 
the commencement and euduie degradation, the cfficts thereof wdl not he so 
great, since no treasure can be won without pam, and no rose gathered 
without the annoyance ol a thoin 

COUPLET 

(jiTc not vent tu angiy wailinge, (or lu scokiiig aught, he aurp 
They alone attain to gLidniOH, who can sadneas first endure ’ 

Tbo kmg said, ‘ Narrate somewhat of tliu bugacity and wisdom of the 
owls ' He icplicd, ‘I did not see a single man of quick porta among them, 
save that one person who advised my execution But they thought hia 
judgment weak aud did not give car to his counsels with the heanng of 
acceptance, and did not reflect thus far, thaf 1 had faUeii a pcrfict stranger 
among them, and that I hod held a high stAtion among my own tnhe and 
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was noted for my intelligence and pradence, and that 1 might he devising 
Borne stratagem, and might have an opportunity of playing the traitoi 
They neither from their own good sense understood thus much, nor did they 
make any account of the woids of their counsellors, nor did they conceal 
their secrets fiom me, in consequence they suffered what they did suffer and 
amved where they did arrive And they have said, ‘ Kings should use the 
utmost caution in preserving their secrete, specially from despairmg friends 
and alarmed foes 

STAN7A 

The fripud, who has lost hope in thee, 

Ne'er to thy fonftdeiiti mute 
Nor to the fear-struck eiicniv, 

Ih it to till thy sfcri ts right ' 

The king said, 'It appeals to me, that oppression was the cause of the 
destruction of the owls' Kirshin.'is nplied, ‘Even so, every Ling who 
enters upon a couise of Ivrannical conduct, it tpiickly happens that the 
foundations of his fortune a arc suhveitccl Moreover, kingly rule may 
continue to exist with infidelity, but not with tyranny and injustice, 

‘ J)ominwn enduies notwithstanding infidehty, hut it will not remain with 
tyianny ' 

ivnsF 

Give up till course of tiTanny and wrong 
At onu for ni’cr wiia life of tv rant long 
Know, ivheii ii king penerts hie judgnunt, lie 
lloi B that whiih fur lumsclf, too, scath will be 

And they have said, that every one who does four things must expect four 
things Whoever ai ts tyrannouslv must look witli certainty for hi,s own 
destruction , and whoevei is gieidy of the society oi women, must be piepared 
for his own disgrace , and he that is gluttonous in eating must expect to he 
lU, and whoever relies on imlieiile oud unwise ministeis, must hid adieu to 
hiB kingdom Moieover it has been leeorded amongst the sayings of the 
Wise, that six peisons must lelrench their longings toi six things, and cut off 
the hope of ohtaimiig them Eirst, an oppresan e and tyianmeal king must 
cease to expect the pennauenec of eiiipiie, ,uid couLinuanie of good fuitune 
Secondly, a haughty and aiiogaut pcison must in like manner abandon the 
hope of men's piaise, and of being comniemoiuted with honor Thirdly, ill- 
humored persons must uot hope for many fiiemls Fourthly, an impudent 
and disrespectful man is not to look for high lunk Fifthly, a niggard must 
not expect benefits Sixthly, a covetous man must not hope for innoccnco, 
for covetousness plunges a man m onine, and wheiever it and avarice set up 
the tout of permanence, honor and truthful deiiling remove thence And us 
the king of the owls w ns ven covetous and greedy to slay the crows and 
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devastate their country, he consequently chose to swerve from the path of 
justice and upnghtness, and became lost in the waste of disappointment, and 
in the end fell himself mto the abyss of contempt and the pit which he had 
dug for others 

STAN/ A 

Dpvisb not f\d agiUnst men, 

licat tbuu bung mil dnwn on tbiiio own boad 
Dust than not sen wbat toil hi then 

Endurih, V, ho digs a pit tbit I may trend 
Tbereiii ? But wbin ’tis ended— utter all, 

Not I — the digger duvin bimiielf will fill ’ 

The king said, ‘ How can any one fully acquit himself of the gratitude due 
for this obligation ^ For thou hast endured inhmto labor, and waited graciously 
on tby enemies against thy will, and hast undertaken the service of one from 
whose Gocicly the heart shrank with nlihoi reni c , and had thy foes listened to 
the wmds of thur monitor, vast danger was to be anticipated to thy life ’ 
Karshmas anstveied, ‘He may ti uly be i ailed a brave man, who when kis 
reauh e is liniily taken to actmnjilish ii thing, fii st washes Ins hands of life, 
and detaching his hoait from the hope ol suiiiving, sets foot in the arena of 
warriors 

cool’ll' I 

llravc hcriits, who erst won fnitiinr’v b.ill and loiiqucrrd m the ntrifr, 

Stepped biildU to the battb -fold ind wahliod thiir b mds of lilc 

And if ho SOO'S it adiisable at piesciit to submit to wait on another infeiior to 
hiirisolt, ho adopts this cciurie m older to attain hiq objoct Thus the Snake 
seeing his own mtoiost llicrciii, was willing to scivc the frog ’ The king 
inquired, ‘How wiisthal^’ 


STOHY XIll 

Karshinas said, ‘ They hav c rcl.itod that the infirmity of age had taken 
effect on a Snake, and that comjilete debility had supeivcned upon him 
Through loss of stiungth, he was unable to pursue his piey, and was bewildered 
in his proceedings how to obtain food Lih, was impossible without food, 
and to hunt for that which was w'ont to ho his food, had, through want of 
strength, become impracticable Accoiduigly he thus reflected, ‘Alas' ioi 
the strength of my youth, and woe is me loi the season of my pio&penty , oud 
now to expert the return of the days of my juvenescence, and to hope for the 
recurrence of iny animal vigoi is a thing of tlio samo complexion as to 
light a file from water, and to desire to remove thust wath hie, and, 
notmthstanding all this, would that there weie permanence even to the 
season of old age, and that this bncf period, too, could he relied upon ' 
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STANZA 

The time of jouth has passed awaj, and coming; aj'O has shewn its sis'll 
Alas ' for liays when we were jouug, for boyhood’s friinds — a happy tram ' 

E’en age itsilf a hhsauig deem, for of the life thou tallest thine, 

Each monunt that now flies thou wilt — eaiept in dicams — ne'er sec again ’ 

Thu Snake felt that -what ■teas passed could not be recalled, and he therefore 
busied himselt ■with taking thought for the future, -whiLh 13 the most 
important busineaa, and auid, ‘ In lieu of the atrength of youth 1 have a 
little experience which 1 havi nciiuired, and a trifle of prudence, the clue of 
which I have during a long life laid hold ol I must now base my proceedings 
on abataiuing from injuring otheis, and eseiy di gi ad, itiun that is presented 
to me 1 must gratefully adept it 1 must hegm, too, to consider how 1 may 
obtain, for the remaiudei ot my lite, what maybe the means of support’ 
lie then went to the hunk of n spiing ol wait 1 m wlucb tlieie were a nmnbci 
of frogs, who had a potent king, and one who was obeyed and renowned 
The Snake cast himself down tlieie in the dust ol the road, like to mourners 
with tlieir bosoms leiit, and to suftcreis on ■whom calimity has fallen A 
flog speedily made up to him, and asked him, ‘I sec thou art very sonowful, 
what IS Iho cause of it The iSuake njilied, ‘^Mio ilesnves more to grieve 
than I, whose maintcn, UK e was fiom hunting frogs ^ 'fo-day nn event has 
happened to me which has lendt'red flic pursuit of them unlawful to me, 
and if T scnouhly designed to sci/e one, 1 enuhl not’ Thi' frog went away 
and told the king The king of the flogs was amazed at this str,mgo 
cm umstanec, and coming to the Snake, asked him, ‘ What is the cause ol 
this aciidcnt that has hcfallen tliee"‘ and wlut ael has biuuj’ht do'wn this 
upon thee'’ The Siiiike leplii'd, 

I iirpiEi 

‘ I hi .no this fiigh Uius Miut-aftlii ting fiom a hciiit uf hnihi'n frulh, 
hilf-L vusL', inih'ul, H all ml woi, wliy slioufil 1 bo witli uthirs ssToth 

Oking’ aud.iLious gieeil plunged me into the mesh of lalainity, and mis- 
chiesous covetousness opened upon me this g.ite of trouble, and this befell as 
follows One d,iy 1 attempted to sei/t a frog, which fil'd fiom me and took 
lefuge m the house of a holy man Uy' appetite led me to follow him into 
the liouse, which happened to be daik The son of the holy man lay there 
nsleej), and his gieat toe coming against me 1 laniiod it was the flog Prom 
the ardour of my greediness I closed my teeth iijiim it, and the child died on 
the spot The holy man discovered the tact, and, from regret for his son, 
attacked me, and 1, turning tow aids the open cnuiitrc, flul with speed, and 
the recluse pursued me auil imjirei ated a cuisc oil me, and said, ‘1 desire ol 
niy Crcutoi that He will make thee base and puwe'less, and pause thee to bo 
the vchiclo of the fiog-king And, vcnly, thou shHt not have power to cat 

‘ llu printed edition, h\ a ti'pogr.nihuttl error, omit.'! WLifoir tu 
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froga save wliat their king shall bestow on thee as alms ’ And now, of 
necessity, I hare come hither that the king may nde upon me, and I have 
acquiesced m the Eternal command and the will ot God 

HEMISTICH 

To fortune's insults I have stooped the neck ’ 

The matter pleased the king of the flogs, and he thought that it would 
redound to his honor and advantage , and he always seated liimsclf upon the 
Snake, and indulged in vain-glonous aiis iii conseijuence, and Bought to magnify 
himself above thusc of his own species Some time passed m this way At 
last the Snake said, 'May tlic life ot the Ling bo piolongi'd' 1 cannot do 
without food and snatenance, that I may suppoit life theieon, and tulfil 
this service’ The king said, ‘The (ose is us thou sayest , 1 cannot' do 
without my shed, and my steed cannot have strength without food’ He 
then fixed two frogs aa his daily ollowaiiLe, that ho might uac as his regular 
supply foi breakfast and dinner The Snake maintained himself on that 
allowance, and inasmuch as the attention he paid to the frog-king involved 
a benefit to himself, he did not find fault w ith it 

aUATIlAIN 

The hand that elsewhcie thou with shame wouldst see. 

Will a stem oreosion pnsses, tliim shouldst hisi 
And what ihagiiii mid tmil 11(11011 li would he, 

III tinii of want thou wilt not Ute amiis 

And I ]iave adduced tins stoiy to make it appaieut that if T, too, was 
p.itient, and emluied abasement with .1 view to the destruction of my foes, 
and the wclfaie ol uij^ tnends, vvliuh weie involved m that abasomeiit, 1 
did not expeneme suth a Hensalion of disgust Moreover, courtesy and 
huniihty ate iiadiei means to ujuoot an eueinj than w ai and contest As 
when fire furiously assails a tree, dll that it is jiossible for it to consume is 
as much as is on the face ot the earth, w'hile water gently and softly 
undermines the roots of every tree (even ot those that are' larger and 
stronger J, to such a degree that theic is no farther hope ot ita abiding in 
the same place 

COUPLET 

Be mild, foi things though hard and tronhloufl too, 

Thou majest hj kindness and by niildnusa do 

Hence thej have said that indulgence and counsel arc bettor than valor, 
since, however brave and miglity a wainoi may be, he can but match tea 
persons, or, at the utmost, twenty, and il any one wmuld choose to exagge- 
rate, he might say a hundred, and a thousand would be the clmiax Eut a 


' The MSS show that ni'jt ehoutd be supplied after fu:o , though wanting in the editions 
- The oditionM read kawiylar nah ba&had, but my best MS omits the negative 
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aiBC man, by a bingle nght-aiming scheme, may thrust a whole country into 
perjilexi ty, and may, by one plan, overthrow a powerlul army, and embroil 
a populous kingdom 

VEDhb 

By OOP W11C pouneil thou maycU bring ahiJut, 

That whnh a mighty arm) rould not gam 
Th) suoid may lit a focmiin's lifp-hlood out, 

But plans wpll-Uid a i oiiqutrc’il tlimp olilam ' 

The king said, ‘Thou hast obtained a wondeitul timmph over our 
enemies, and thy hand has won a m.tivelous iittory' liaishmas answered, 

‘ All this success is not ,iltributahlc to ttie goodness ot my pliiiis and the 
excellence of my delilieidtions hut the spleudoui of the good foi tunc and 
the felieitoua auspii cs oi the King lent Iheir aid in this matter And tliey 
have said, ‘If a puily loiiu tlu design of doing a llnog, and a body ot people 
take steps m any enlc tpnst, that one mil attain his cibjeci who is distm- 
guished by a high sense ot honoi , for it is the jitculiar jiropeity ol honor that 
the affair of its possessor piogitsses, and if all ,i)( equal in this point, he 
will bcsucu'Bhful who has the gieiitesf fiimnc.ss and sincerity ol purpose, 
and it Ihcy be on tlu same footing m this icspeet too, that one w'lll wm the 
end in view', wliosc fiicnds and allies are most numerous , and if here also 
there be no dittcreiKC, his will hi the tnumph, who is aided by fortune and 
befriended by dcatuiy 

\Lnsh 

Wluno'ir luqu’ii hiiri/on rivs lurtune’s hnghtlj-shnimg sLir, 
flow snifrlj (\cn wish is won ' 

But if fuituiK' dms not aid tlui, it will all thy ifforts mar. 

Turn to Ihi, m,i, '(lull hum th'c run ' 

The king siiid, 'They (bouglil nut so mutb ol us, iiud did not imagine 
that we could be desiguing to revenge oui selves, for they saw that we were 
fc'W’, and they accounted us weak' Kiirshinas leplied, ‘ Theic me foui 
tliiiigs, a liltle of which must be Ibougbt a gieat deal The first is fire, 
a little of w'bich is as mischuwous in buiinng iia a gieat deid The second 
IS debt, sinto the sliame ol being dunned loi one diiham is the same as for 
a thousand dinars The third is sickness, tor, though the health may be 
hut little disfurlied, yet its coiicomilautH are debility aud want of spirits 
The fourth is an eiieiny , w ho, though he may he weak and contemptible, 
will in the end effect his pen pose Aud I base heard that a Sparrow in 
spite of its f'oehle condition, oht lined y i ngc anee on a powerful snake ’ 
The king asked, ‘How was thiit^’ 
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STOHY XIV 

Xirehintts said, ' They have related that two fiparrows had made their 
nest in the roof of a houfc.e, and, contenting themaelveB with a single groin, 
BO lived Once on a time they had joung euia, and both the mother and 
father used to go out in bcarch ot food tor their hiipport , and what they 
procured, they made up into gr.iins and dropped into then tiopa One 
daj, the mule SpaiTow had gone out aomewheic When he came back, 
he beheld the female sparrow fluttering in the gicatest distress aiound the 
nest, while she iitteicd piteous rnes He exclaimed, ‘Sweet friend' what 
movements arc tlicse, which I hihold in thee ^ ’ Slio replied, 

UOfrPLET 

‘ A thorn, in\ hnsom puTiinj, mukoi me rain tfnri from Tn\ pvps , 

Tht'ic'N .1 uiy lu'ait lunMiining, th.it foru’s from it si^rhs 

How shall 1 not lament, since, when 1 icturned altci a moment's absence, 
I saw a huge snake come and prepaie to devour my offsprmg, though I 
poured fnith piteous iriis and a.iid, 

tOUPlFl 

TLini m ijist li ne (ivriwlulnniig might, t dread t)iv fcihlc enenij , 
for i\rr nii tin target lights the arrow of the moimiig-Mgh 

It ivas tdl lu \am, fur the snak(‘ said, ‘Th\ sigh 'viill have uo effect upon 
my dark-minored scales’ I replied, ‘ Oread this, that I and the father 
of tin se childieii will gird up the waist of vengeance, and will exert 
ourselves to the utmost tor tliy destiuction ' The snake langhed and said, 

conn ET 

' fie that docs o'er the lions'ij sedf prevail, 

When w ill "UcU fot to such as thou art quail )’ 

And I, since I have been in nowise able to oppose him, raise these ones, 
and no one heeds them 

iirviisTicii 

I raise much clamor, hut redress thcrp's none 

And that ciucl oppicasoi has devoured my young, and has also taken his 
rest in the nest ’ When the male Sparrrow heard this story, his frame was 
wrung with anguish , and the fire of regret for the loss of liia offspring 
fell on his sofil At this moment, the master of the house was engaged 
in lighting hia lamp , and, holding in Ins hand a match, dipped in grease 
and lighted, was about to put it into the lamp-holder The Sparrow flew 
and snatched the match from his hand and threw it into the nest The 
master of the house, through fear that the fire would catch to the roof, 
and that the conscfjuencea would be most pernicious, immediately ran. up on 
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the terrace, and Legman olearuig' away the nest from hcnoath, m order 
to [lut out the fire Tlie snake beheld in front the danger of the fire, 
and heard ahoic the sound of the pickaxe It put out its head from 
a hole which it had near the roof, and no sooner did it do so, than it 
received a blow on ita head from the pickaxe 

And the moral of this fable is, that the snake despised its enemy, and 
made no account of him, until in the end that enemy pounded his head 
AVith the stone of vengeance, 

COUrCET 

Weak tlimigli Illy foi ma> be, foi pruilenee Bake, 

Eiteem him htroiig, and rliii piioimim make ’ 

The king said, ' The MiLees-,ful manage ment of this affair, and the 
downfall ol oiir loi s, was through llu' hles-iiiig ul tiny roniihi'l, and the happy 
mfluenee nt thy loyalty Anil in eiiiy affan in nlmh I have nlied on 
thy woid the lesult has dci eloped itsell well and favoiahly Whoever 
commits the leiiis ol tlic management ot inijioitant affairs to a wise vaAi, the 
hand of revirse never reaohes the sknt of Ins good-lurtinie and (he foot of 
calamity never ciules round the region of his hajipmess , and thus it has 
hajipencd to me from the excellence of thy judgment and wisdom 

COl I'l ET 

Wlicn'trl turn, nlurt'ir dircil ray viU, 

I have strong help, for thou art with nu still 

And of all thy good qualities this is the most perfect, that though thou hast 
remained lor a long time m the enemy’s dwelling, niuthcr did thy tongue 
utter anything at which they could bike offence, nor did any action spnng 
from thee which could occasion aversion in them, oi distniat ’ He replied, 

' 0 King ' 

llFMlSrK II 

Tlint t(»o from tliy poo<l auspices arn'?c 

For I had no pattem iii all that I did, save the king's good qualities and 
virtuous habits, and wdi.it I burrowed, to the extent ol my abilities, from the 
imperial virtues, that I made the exemplar of my own actions, and. Praise 
he to (jod ' in the king aie comhined exccdlcace ol judgment and correct- 
ness of dehberation, with dignity, and majesty, and valor Nor do the 
minutest parts of an affair remam hid fiom him, nor is the plaeq for haste and 
delay, nor the suitable time for mildness and wrath, concealed from him In 
the commencement of every undertaking, the measures that are expedient 
for to-day and to-morrow, and the steps requisite for the present and future 
conjunctures, arc perceived by him , and ho is cognmant of the modes of 
remedying the consequences thin of, and at no time, neglecting to be cautious, 
docs he let slip the dignity of the state and the reputation of the Govemment 
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And whoever of his own choice enters upon hostility with such a king draws 
with a thousand cords death upon himself, and repels life from himself by a 
thouaaifd removes 

BTA.NZA. 

Fate iliaga the fup ftilh hurrying atipn alimg, 

From life’s fair tlinshold to the roulina of death 
Each one who thee mill hoitilo thought', would wrong, 

’Tnere straiigr if fah should spare him hull n hrenth ' 

The king said, 'Timing tliih long mteiial of thy absence, I hate neither 
tuhted aweetnosb ui my food and dimk, noi have I enjoyed my sleep or 
repose , and now, praise be to God ' 

COUPLEr 

To the zenith of pcrfeetioii haa ariHcn fortune’s sun, 

And till downlall of our toeman’s haflled fortums has he gun ’ 

Ivdisliui.is Siud, 'Of .1 hutli whoever sufleis tioin the calamity of a powerful 
onemj and a nctoiious foe, distinguishes not betwern night and day, and 
light and darltiiess , nor discerns his toot from his lii’iid, nor his slipper from 
his tuihaii, until he Is hberuttd from him And the wise liave said, 'Until 
the sick man is completely tiirtd, he deiives no pleasure horn his food, nor 
does the portcT rest until he has set down the heavy liui Ihen fi om his back, 
nor duos the lover tnd ease till he attains to the happiness fit union with las 
mistress, not is the tatigui of the tiavelei abated tiU hr alights at the station, 
nor duos the fiightenud man breathe in conitort until he is freed fiom his 
powertul enemy 

tUllLEl 

When Irum bis too one is at length set fid, 

III turns hes roiii tuaaids ti.ilii|uillit} ’ 

The king said, 'What view did^t thou take of the qu,ilitiL3 and 
character of their kiug m the battle ,vnd at the social board'’ Klrshmas 
replied, 'His actinns were based on jnesumption and self-conceit, and pnde 
and indulgence Tic neither possessed any share of right reflection nor did 
he distinguish light judgment fioni eiioneous jirojects, and all his followers 
were like him, save one person who strongly urged my death ' The king 
asked, ‘ What was the proof of his understanding and wisdom ^ ’ Karshmas 
replied, ' In that his settled opinion was that I should be slam , and in truth 
that opinion was combined with right reasoning Secondly, that he withheld 
not his advice liom his master, though he knew that he would not hear him, 
and in oflfenng his advice, he preserved the hounds of respect ’ The king asked, 
‘ Wliat IS the etiquette to be observed in advising kings’ ’ Karshmas answered, 

‘ Those who address monarchs should speak with courtesy and humility, and 
should incline from bluntness and roughness towards benignity and gentleness, 
and having shown the most perfect cnnsiderahnn for (he honor of their lord. 
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the trirnce, and began clearing away the neat from beneath, in order 
to |)ut out the fire Tlie snake beheld in front the danger of the fire, 
and heard above (lie sound of the pickaxe It put out its head from 
a hole lA'hich it had near the roof, and no sooner did it do so, than it 
received a blow on its head from the pickaxe 

And the moral of this fable la, that the snake despised its enemy, and 
made no account of him, until in the end that enemy pounded his head 
with the stone of -vengeance, 

COOl'LTT 

tVr,ik tliniigh tliy (m in.iv he, for prudi ii( c sake, 

Eitecm lurii strnng, ond dui [ironsKin make ’ 

The king said, 'Tlie siueessful management of this afiair, and the 
downfall ol oiii foes, was thiougb llie blessing of lb} t oniiscl, and the happy 
influeme of tliy lo};d(} And in iut) afiaa lu which 1 h.ive relied on 
th} word the lesult has developed itsdl well uiid favorably irhoever 
eomiiuls the leins nf the management of impoit.iuf .itlairs to n wise van'r, the 
hand ol reverse never reaches the skirt of his gnod-lortune and the foot of 
calamity never (.ikIcb loiiiid the region of his hajipincss , and thus it has 
happened to me fiom the excellenie of thy judgment and wisdom 

rOV I’lET 

VVhii-c'cT I turn, wUoic'ii dircit n)j will, 

I have etrdng help, fin thou art with inr still 

And of all thy good (pialitios this is the most perfect, that though thou hast 
remained for a long time m the enemy’s dwelling , neither did thy tongue 
utter any thing at w Inch they could take offence, nor did any action spring 
from thec which I ould occasion aversion in them, oi distrust’ He replied, 

‘ 0 lung ' 

IIIMISTICH 

Thill too from thy good iiuspiei'k arose 

For I had no pattcin iii all that 1 did, save the king’s good qualities and 
virtuous habits, and what I borrowed, to the extent of luy abilities, from the 
imperial virtues, that I made the exemplar of my own actions, and, Praise 
he to trod ' in the king aie combined cxcellenec of judgment and correct- 
ness o( dclibrTatiun, with dignity, and majesty, and valoi Hor do the 
minutest parts of an affair remain hid tioiu lum, nor is the place for haste and 
delay, nor the suitable tune for mildness and w'rath, concealed from him In 
the commencement of every undeitaking, the measures that arc expedient 
for to-day and to-morrow, and the steps requisite for the present and future 
conjunctures, arc perceived by him , and he is cognizant of the modes of 
remedying the consequences theieof , and at no time, neglecting to be cautious, 
does he let slip the dignity of the state and the leputelum of the Government. 
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And whoever of his own choice enters upon hostihty with such a king draws 
with a thousand cords death upon himself, and repels life from himself by a 
thousaiM removes 

STAA7A 

Tate dia^i the fne i\ith hurrjmp steps along, 

From hf( s fair thrishulil to the roalras of death 
Fach one who thro with hostile thoughts would wrong, 

'Xwfrc strange if fate should spare him half a breath ’ 

The king said, ‘During thia long inteival of tlij absence, 1 have neither 
tasted Bweetnesb in my food and dunk, noi have T enjoyed my sleep or 
repose , imd now, piaise lie to tiod' 

COlipLUT 

To the renith of pi rfirtioii h.is arisen fortune’s sun, 

And the downfall of our fociiiau’s Imtfiid fortiiiiis has begun ' 

K.'ushm.'is said, 'Ot a truth whoever suffers tiom the eahiinify of a powerful 
enemy ami a iietouons toe, distinguishes not betuecn night and day, and 
light and darkuoss , noi discerns his loot Irom his head, nor his slipper from 
his tuih.in, uuLil ho is liheratid from him \nd the wise hate said, 'Until 
the sick man is completely mied, he duiives no jdeasure from his food, nor 
does the poitir lest until he has set down the heavy builhen lioni his baek, 
nor does the lovei find ease till he .ittains to the happiness ol union with his 
mistiess, uoi IS the fatigue ot the travelei abated till he alights at the station, 
nor does the tnghtened man breathe in eomfoit until he is faced fiom hia 
powerful enemy 

covn rx 

WTuii tuim his foe oin la at hngth act free, 

III turns his nan towaids tranquiUit) ’ 

The king said, 'Wliat view didst thou take of the rjualities aud 
character ot their king m the battle and at the social hoard’’ Karshmis 
replied, ‘ Hia actions wore based on presumption and self-eonceit, and pndo 
and indulgence He neither posHessed any share ol right reflection nor did 
he distinguish light judgment fiom eironcous projects, and all his followers 
were like him, save one person who strongly urged my death ’ The king 
asked, ‘What was the proof ol his undpistanding and wisdom’ ’ Karshinas 
replied, ‘ In that his settled opinion was that I should hi' slain , and in truth 
that opimon was i omhined with right reasoning Secondly, that he withheld 
not his advice liom his master, though he knew that he would not hear him, 
and m oflering hia advice, he preserved the bounds of respect ' The king asked, 
‘What 18 the etiquette to he observed in advising kings’’ Karshinia answered, 

‘ Those who address monaroha should speak with oourtosy and humdity, and 
should mclme from hluntncss and roughness towards benignity and gentleness, 
and having shown the most perfect consideration for the honor of their lord, 
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sboulrl not exhibit boldness and audacity, and if in his actions or words — 
any fault is observable — should employ words ot true but kind admonition, and 
use sweet illustrations and lascmatmg stones, and leeount in the midtft of the 
tale the fLiults of others — and the vazfi of the king ot the owls possessed all 
those qualities, and omitted nut one particle m this respect, and I he aid 
with my own ears, that he said to tho king, 'Dominion la a lofty station and 
eleiMted rank One eaniiot by one’s oivn cndeavoi set tin toot of desire on that 
step, nor tan one reach that dogiee save by the aid of fortune and tho 
asMistanco ot destiny , and since it is attainable only by these fortunate 
coincident ea we ought to hold it deal, and show strenuous exertion for 
letaaniug its laws and preserving its customs by jusLice and equity 

Ul CTUAIN 

0 thou ' to Mhoni an onqnn a sw,i\ !■- gin'll, 

Wnulclst Lilou 111 hl(^t, isihiu thin hiannv 
Not liy d liitnilri'd swonlrt aie e>o nvtii, 

As lit, if just, (im injiirtil siiUiii’k Mgli 

And now il is more in uciordance with a right ionise to avoid taielessncss m 
action, and not tfi look saperi iliously on ineasuies ot nnpoitance, since the per- 
indneiue ot a slate niid the eontiniianct ot good-fortune are attainable only by 
ioui ihmgs ]ty perlect caution, whiih beholds the fate ot to-morrow in the 
mirror ot to-day , and by a universal lortitude, against wliose icsolvo weakness 
and iiifirnnty make no way , and a nght-aiiiung judgment, w hich sw erv'cs not 
fiom the path of moderation towards crroi , and by a ki'en sword, which, like 
the world-cousuirung lightning, casta fire into the stacked com of the Lie ot 
its opponent 

COUITET 

Nf'ir in till garden of the stuti will justice fleiirikli green, 

Rave it hr watircJ friim the leant ol the sabre flashing keen ’ 

He Bitid all this and no one lioeded his words, and his advice was not 
honored with aiciptanee 

lirHISTIlH 

Till tlniigs trnm riglit mid left all topsv-turvy turned 
Neither did they derive liny lienofit from his wisdom and sagacity, nor did he 
hmisclt escape from that (iilamity by liis own mtelligenco and abihty And 
here the truth of the subtle sayung, ‘ There is no counsel to him who ts mi 
obeyed, was thoroughly demonstrated 

viasr 

How can his counsel advantageous seem. 

From whose persuasions all men turn away ’ 

A sage has said, ‘ Tho most judicious scheme 
Is faultv, if its author none obey ’ 

1 hiB 18 the story of being cautious of the deceitful snares and treacherous 
hands of an enemy Por although he may bp extremely humble, and 
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abase himself much , ncvertholcss, it is far removed from the patli of 
wisdom to be deluded thereby For a single lone crow, in spite ol his 
weakness and feebleness, in that manner chastised powerful and numerous 
enemies , and this happened in consequence of their weakness ot mind and 
poverty of understanding Othciwise, had those owls possessed a paiticle 
of prudence, that crow would never have att.iined his object, nor have seen^ 
even in slc*ep, the face of that tiiumjih And it behoves a wise man to 
survey this history with the ej^e of selt-admonition , and to hoai this 
ensamplc with the ear of understanding , and to know ot a truth that it 
is not right to place confidence in an enemy, nor to despise a foe, howevei 
contemjitihle he may seem , and however much he may hear liia enemy 
boast ot attachment, or perceive him adduce causes tor tho confirmation of 
friendship, not to lie elated thcrchy 

STANZA 

tVli.itc'ir Ills lioflstctl friendship, shll the fno 
Will ne’er hy wise men he believed i friind 
The veniim ol the suakc is ehniigclcss, though 
hv (ustiiig oil lus skin he sum to mend 

And there is a seioiid morLil in this stoiy which bids us to secure sincere 
fi lends and loyal and attaclicd companions, since that may he regarded as the 
most profitahle ot treasuies and the most .uivantageous of transactions For 
the fuendship of K.Ushinas and his aid and assistance issued m such lesults 
to the cinwh, that they arrived from the dangerous place of terror and dismay 
at the station of security and peace And il any one show himselt to be 
equitable and amiable, know that ho may at the same time have zealous 
friends, and may also pluck away the skirt of avoidance from perfidious foes 
And thus he will amve at all he could desire and at the summit of his 
wishes, ‘And God is the Lotd of successful assistance ’ 

touFi nr 

With cordial friendh in glad delights repose , 

And pluck the skuT of converse from thy foes ' 
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CHAPTER V 

OF THE DETRIMENT OF GIVINO AVAV TO NEGLIGENCE, AND OF PER- 
MITTING THE OBJECTS OF DESIRE TO ESCAPE FROM ONE’S 
HANDS 

urinoDUfTioN’ 

Thp king said to tke lirihman, ‘ Thou hast narrated the story of homg 
cautious of the deceit of enemies, and not heing beguiled bj their irords, and 
of guarding oiiesell from the injury ot the h}“potiisy and fraud of foes, and 
from the calamity of tlie jierlidious and iiiMdioiis BcliLmos ot enemies although 
they should II] >pi at m tho guise ol triends My iei[UCHt noiv is, that thou 
■wouldcBl cvplimi tho storj’ of oni who cxertid liimbelt to gam a thing, and 
after having obtained the object of lus dcaiie, mdulging in r arclosancss, threw 
awaj wliat he had gained ’ The Ifiahmau ojioiied the mouth of praise, and 
recited from the page of eulogy those punogjntal verses 

STANAA 

‘U Thou, KU8]iiLioufl-fi)iit((l king ot kings ' 
licnon'a atari, gUd pomr from tlij aspiit gum 
Blest as the s]Hit waved o’er hy I’liu'uiy vimga, 
lleconii th( (oimtiKs whuh tliy ah, ah oht.iin 
Hdiv of til) might ahiilj 1 the gloiioiis things 
Hec uuut > Liiud hi to thi o ' ind, vi t ngiiin, 

High laud' ,dhiU thou art ahovi our priusts v.iin 
11 IS not nnceiled from the penetr.iting mind ot the king, whieh is the 
happy Hit( of iiifiiiito henevolemi, th,d it is easiei to aujiiiio than to 
preseivi a thing I'oi many preeious things ni,iy be obtained through a 
happy contmgincy iind the assist, uiee of foitune, and the ,ud of destiny, 
without tho woe of exertion and the piun of labor The retention of thorn, 
however, save liy clear counsels and piopei lueasuus, is impracticable, and 
whoever is destitute of the ornament of rautirin and foresight, and who does 
not* walk vugoroiisly iii the plum of good sense and a legaid for conscijuenccs , 
what he has acquired soon tails into the plain ot Bpoliation and imn, and 
nothing is left m the grasp of his ojitioii but regiet ,ind contrition Just in this 
manner the fnendslup ot one so attached as, the Alonliey, was gamed without 
the trouble of labor and exertion, hy the Tortoise, and tliroiigh folly and 
ignomnce was lost by him , and the wound of his fatuity and stupidity found 
no hcflllDg-plaster ’ The king inquired, ‘ How was that ’ ’ 

* I con maki' no sense of rujil hmhad It appears to mo that a ncgativo is absolutely 
roguircd, prefixed In the verb, and 1 translate ni i oi dingly, though no MB supports the roading 
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STORY 1 

The Drahman said, ‘ They have related that in one of the islfinds of the 
Indian Ocean ^ there were many monkeys, and they had a king whose name 
was Kardan ‘ The foundation ot liis empire was raised on much awe, and a 
perfect administration of justice, and the basis of his grandeur was 
strengthened hy a wiU which brooked no delay, and a justice dealt out to all 
His subjects, through the glad mfluenco of his benoficBnce, placed the side 
of happy repose on the touch of security and peace, and tho inhabitants 
of that country loosed thi tongue of benediction and propitiation in praise 
of his unhmitial liberality 

COUPIET 

tVrong lu rtjircsscd, and aid tn justite lent , 

(bid ■was will-pleased and miin ivitb him content 
He lived u very long tune in happiness and juospenty, and passed from the 
spring of youth to the autumn of old age and weakness Then tho symptoms 
ot decu'jutiiile beguiniiig to show thenisrlves in his members, cheerfulness 
tu'giin to puck up its marthmg equipage to leave his heart, and light to quit 
Ins eye, and the plant ot vigor, whith h.id produced the fruits of desire, 
began, under the Wamum of debility and helplessness, to wither, and the lamp 
of mirth was extinguished by the violent blast of calamity and trouble, and 
the carpet of pleasure was foldi'd up hy the invasion of diseases and suft'cimgs 

VtILSE 

Seek uotthi signs of youtb lU aged men , 

Fur to their hoiiite, streams nt’er n turn igaiii 
Age niufit ill pjsbion from its tlinughts remove, 
iSinir with old age, expires the riign of ln\o 
Whin age lots fall its snow-dust on tin head, 

Know that all hope of uumixed joj is tied 

And the custom of perfidious fortune is no other than this, that it changes the 
freshness of the rose-garden of youth into the dismal thom-thickct of old age 
and makes turbid the sweet water’ of wealth with the rubbish of tho abasement 
ot poverty The happiness of its day is not separable from the suffering of its 
gloomy night, and its atmosphere, xvhich shows at that so clear, is not without 
the dust ol damage and inymy 

Lifi'o joje nith borrows infinite the fates together weld , 

Then not for pleasant-tasteil wine in fortune’s goblet Beck 
For who the watiT-lih m the garilcn ere beheld 
JJut saw tho tulip spotted with the tear-drops from its cheek > 

' Lit , ‘ the green sea ’ 

“ ‘ Knowing affairs,' ‘ oxpenonred ’ 

J I have no doubt a play on words la intended here, as moans 'sweet water,’ and 
'asab, ‘ water covered with weeds ’ 


2 n 2 
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This old hushand-Blaying beldam, which they ctdl the world, presents 
herself to mortals in the apparel of a young bride, and with her fleetmg 
jewels and untrustworthy ornaments, brings the heart of foolish simpletons 
mto the snare of her love 

couriiVT 

This luiild'a gear is but a paatimr, to bcfuilo poor infants fit, 

Foolish an tliosc simple mortals who are led nstr ij by it 

And notwithstanding that she makes nil this outward adornment a means of 
deceiving the victims of the plain of supmeness, and employs this false 
stock of aUureraenta for the demented ones of the hi/ar of appetite and lust, 
yet none of those who have bound her wdth the nupti.il knotli.ive succeeded m 
placing the hand of desire in the bosom of then wish, and not one of aU who 
have brought' theiiiHihes into the net of union with her have lor a single 
night reaped enjnjmient iiceording to tho wish of their heart 

roiiPLEr 

A fair hndc is the win Id , but let, be v isi ' 

Fni until mat wed tbis loj and luitainid pri/o 

The puerile ones of the end of the street, ‘ T/us pn^ent life u no other than a 
plmj, and a lain amusemeni,’ - linn her (al.iinitons net, and arc attached to her 
hcwitchmg person, and oie ignorant of the foulness of her intenor, and the 
falseness of her promises, and tho hiisoncss of her natuie, and the impunty of 
her disposition 

niSTICHS 

Tins world’s enjoy iiiciits, like ii serpent s skin. 

Are iheipieied, soft, nnd vinum-full 'vvithili 
llicb men and poor, by her delusions bouud, 

Kejoiic liltL one who dreams of treoaiirL found 

And a ivise man, the eyes of whose heait have been enlightened by the 
jeweled collyiiuin, ' The tvorld is a bridge, pass over if," but do not repair it’ 
gives no heed to its hcetiiig and delusive tales, nor sets his heart on the 
pursuit of its vain dignities and useless nches, and since ho knows tho 
instability of tho world, and the uncertainty of its poBBesBions, he turns liis 
faou to seoicli for euduiiiig happiness 

Coei'LFT 

I’lnnt tlinu n rnnt whose piodutc bli st, eternal joy shall be , 

For in lifi's gaidon spriiiij fliits by, and autumn now we see 


‘ My bust MS inserts khwvdro before dar aiaiad, whiih I think u great improvement 
on the rending of tin editions 

’ Kur fill, FI SI , 32 , Mar 31 , Sale, p 94, I 17 ‘ This present lifo is no other than 

a pUv, and a viun amusement , but surely tlie future mansion shall bo better for those who 
fonr Clod will they not, therefore, undcratand J'A similar expression oceurs also at Ch ilvii 
3B, Ivii 19, of the Kui'kn 

^ For the rending of the edition fa'afabaiuAd, I would suggest fd'abaruhd, whith is the 
reading of my hist MS , ami is eiiikiitly the eurreet one 
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In short, the rumor of the old ajje and decrepitude of Kirdan being spread 
abroad, hia royal dignity and kingly awe suffered vast diminution , and a 
complete infraction and absolute weakenmg found way to the piUars of 
Ills princely majesty, and royal power and lenown 

COUPLST 

Thoii mayst high forlliiU'S — such as Jiimshlil'fi — share, 

Tct hoary locks will bring with thorn despair 

It happened that one of the kinsmen ot the kmg, a blooming youth, arrived 
there, on whose countenance weic found tho tokens of happy fortune, and in 
whose movements and attitudes the signs of auspicious destmy were con- 
spiiUQUs When the nohlcs beheld m him sintablencss tor the rank of king, 
and merit deserving the high office of ruler, and observ'ed his vigor in 
piomuting a ngid admmifitration of justice, and m repressing tyranny, and m 
perfectly arranging the course ot mdulgeiice and piutection ot the people, 

HEMIS ncii 

Thou, wlumc ehech bcors thi stamp of kingly sway ' 
they Buflorcd his fnend hip to take a fii'ni hold of their inindB, and having 
hiought then lic.irLs nito the bond of obedience and devotion to him, they said 
to one another, 

vnisE 

‘ When gardon-M arils morn’s bn nth hr gins to blow, 

'Tis tUfiiig that the joiiiig tiers ho\i to it 
Winn the iiiusk-willow blooms, ’tis ^piilig, ,iUhoiigh 
Their siitliiri'd liavis tin old tnis’ houghs thin quit 

This blooming youth, the plant of whose i vistenre lias obtained its giowtli on 
the margin of the nvidot ot courtesy, possesses all the qualifieations' to make 
the gaiden ot the kingdom, thiough his ineanH, full ot fohiige and fiuit 

HEMISTICH 

Behold this lypress, proudly stepping, make a garden of the world ' ’ 

And he, too, getting round the soldiery with caresses, and the jicoplc with 
conciliatory demeanor, presented each with a dress of honor suitable to his 
rank, and gratified them with the glad announcement ot his munificent 
mtentions, and with promiscH of land, and the good tidings of office and 
promotion , so that by a simultaneous movement of high and low they 
removed the broken-down old kmg from his office, and without a struggle or 
difficulty committed tho reins of authority over the kingdom to the grasp of 
the sway of the young man 

COUFLIT 

On earth the throne with jiiy at this wide spread, 

And o'er the sky the crowTi upraised its head 


^ One MS rtiids liere 6d:ad for the siizaftd of the edition, and I aliuuld much picfer the 
foiniir reading, if tlic aiikuaid and unnecessary hi daula<,-i ii could be got iid of 
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The hapless Kardan, ■when he was stripped of the robe of royalty, not being 
able to endure that indignity, made choice, through hard necessity, of 
expatriation , and withdrawing himself to the sea-shore took up his abode 
in an islet which possessed abundance of trees and much fruit, and contenting 
hunsclf with the fresh and dry fruits which were to bo found m that 
wilderness, consoled himself, saying, 

HEMISTICH 

‘With water and dry food content, I'm monarch of the sea and land ’ 

In this manner m that 'wild spot, adopting the character of resignation, he 
traversed with the step of abstemiousness the paths of worship and devotion , 
and night and day employed liimselt in making up for the time he had spent 
m the intoxicatiou of sovereign power, mul prepared, by penitence and 
contrition, provision for the road to a future state, and made ready with daily 
offerings of words and homage to Hod, a stock foi his final journey, and 
rubbed off with the aid ot the dawmng hght of old age the dimness which is 
imparted to the mirror of the breast by the darkness of the mght of youth 

COei'LET 

Age dan ns at last, for one hliort breath, ansc, and off thy slumbers shake ' 

At mormng-timc' it is not noil to slumber on — Awake ' awake ' 

One day having ascended a fig tree, m which he passed most of his time, 
he was gathering figs Suddenly one of them slipped from Ins paw and fell 
into the water, and the noise it made reaclimg the car of the Munkoy-king 
hiB flame thnUed with pleasure, and dehght pervaded him Every minute, 
to gratify himself in that way, ho kept on throwing another into the water, 
and amused himself with the sound It happened that a Tortoise had come 
on his travels from the other side of the water to that island, and stopping 
under that tree, was ■wishing to repose there for o day or two, and afterwards 
return to his wife and family In short, at that very time when the Monkey 
was eating the figs, the Tortoise was m the water under the tree Every 
time that a fig dioppcd mto the water he devonred it with tlie greatest 
avidity, and fancied that the Monkey was tlirowmg it m foi him, and that ho 
thought fit to show this winning behaviour and kindness for his sake Where- 
upon ho reflected thus, ‘ Here is a person who, without previous acquamtance, 
shews this beneficence towards me Now, if the link of friendship and the 
bond of amity should bo estabhshed between ua, it is evident what a vast 
amount of favor and kindness would be manifested by him And putting aside* 
worldly advantages, the companionship of such a person, m whose nature 
such virtues and admirable qualities are bound up, and on the pages of whose 
condition the pen of grace has written the verse of generosity and hbcrality. 


Obirnc tha cipiession, lata'-i nasa), which is here used ndvorbiall) 
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lb one of the invaluable prizes of fortune And assuredly, with the furhiaher 
of hiB society, the dust of ennui may be effaced from the mirror of the heart , 
and by the light of lus prchcnco, the shades of disaster may be removed from 
the atmosphere of the bosom 

couruET 

When the heart's royal mirror * dim I had, 

I ask fiom God a tricud of serene mind 

He then resolved on seeking the society of the Monkey , and, raising his 
voKC, offered the customary salutataonh, ns is prcscrihcd Next ho repre- 
sented the iviJiob he had tunned for his Inendship and companionship The 
Monkey rehiined a favuiable auMver, and evinced the utmost rapture and 
the stiongcst meliiiiition lor his society, saj-ing, ‘To shew an eagerness for 
amiciihle mtcicourbe wi(li eomiades, and to seek btreniiously to mcroasc the 
nuiiibii of out fnends, is .1 prai.soii 01 thy (|uahly and an amitible attnhutc , 
and whocier has a leal trieud and a brother denies exaltation and 

succusH in both vioihls 

lEnSF 

Ihi) who tin tricndbhip of the pioiib shan , 

Have what u\ both worlds will them lustre lend 
Not few arc this world’s ble88iii;rs — true ' hut whciu 
Can one be found, so pretious as a fiicnd ' ’ 

The Tortoise said, ' I aim at thyf friendship and comjiamonship, but I 
know not if 1 possebb the requisite fitness lor it’ The Monkey b.iid, ‘The 
wise have lunnshcd seah s fur frying fnindship, and haio pronounced that 
although it IS bad to be Ineiidless altoguthei, yed it is not ciery one who is 
suited to he a fnond , and Inendship ought to he termed with one of three kinds 
of persons The first kind consists ot men of leaining and duiotion, since, by 
the blessing of their society, happiness may be obtained in this world and the 
next kSecondly, people of amiable quiditics, who wall conceal the errors of 
a friend, and will not withhold their advice from a comr.ide Thirdly, such 
people as uie devoid of selfishness and greediness, and who base their friend- 
ship on smceiity and true attaohment And it is a divine jirecept to shun 
the friendship of three classes The first is the profligate and debauched, 
whose energies arc expended in gratifying their carnal appetites, and whose 
companionship is neilher a cause of happiness in this world, nor a means of 
obtaining men y in the next The second class is the false and traitorous, 
whose society is an cxemciatmg torment, and whose converse is a huge 
misfortune They will be ei er speaking untruths of thee to others, and will 
brmg from others to thee al.unung and mischievous mossagos contrary to the 
truth Tho third class is the fatuous and imbecile, m whom no confidence 


‘ Lit ‘The heart, th.il is a loial mirror, has Just, t ask of Goil the society of the 
(Io.ir-imn(led ' 
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can bo placed for aecunng advantage and in repelling injunea , and it often 
happens that ■what they have thought to be eaaentially good and advantagooua, 
is absolutely bad and lujunoua 

COUPLET 

How from his fricadship canst thou aid iihtain, 

Who kuows not good irom ill, nor loss bom gam > 

And the apophthegm which they have uttered on this subject, viz , that ' A 
wise enemy is better than an ignorant friend,’ may signify that when a foe 
IS adorned with the ornament of good sense , he, being invested with fore- 
sight, does not inflict a wound till he sees a fitting opportunity, end hence, 
by observing in his movements and posture, the symptoms of revenge, it is 
possible to guard oneself against him lint a friend who is destitute of any 
share of the riches of wisdom, although he may attempt to make himself 
useful in deliberating on the moasuies advisable to be adopted, will lender 
no service And it is probable th,it the poison he .ittempts to befuend will 
be caught m some dangerous stiait thiuugh his defective judgment and 
nufifaken opinions Just as, from the llonkcy that stood si-ntind, it almost 
happened that the vessel of the life ot Ihe king of Kashmir feU into tho 
whiilpool of destruction , aud if the 'riuof, who was a wise enemy, had not 
oned out, it u ould have hoou impossible for that afi’air to have been remedied ’ 
The Toitoise inquired, ‘ How was that’ ' 

SToiiy II 

KAidin said, ‘ I have hcaid that m the countiy ot Kuslimfr there was a 
groat king, who possessed such a trcdsure that it -was too heavy even fur 
mighty mouutams to support, and such an army that the thought of reckoning 
its numbcis never entered the idea ot the intellect which observes tho blightest 
minutiBD He had set up th( bonne is ol empire and success on the dome of 
tho azure sky, and had insciibed the veise.s of liis justice and benevolence to 
Ills subjects on the page of the revolutions of niglit and day 

vmsE 

Tlic world ol)( yi'd Ins all-pen odiiig law, 

And king^ Ills tliri'sliuld, stovpuig, kissed with awe 
To justice ho, and fattli, their basis gave, 

And teeming rialms thiiiugU Inni new nations ha\c 

And this king had a Monkey upon whom he use'd to place reliance m perilous 
circumstances, and there was no pomt of royal bounty which he tailed to 
observe in reoniig him Fiom the excessive atfaclimont with w'hieh tho 
Monkey was indued, he was distinguibhed by the king’s special favor 
Every mght he held in his hand a dagger, bnlUant as a chop of watei, and 
kept guard at the piUow ot the king, nor did he let slip from his hand the 
clew ol that sen ice, until the tumult of the use ot the true morn roused from 
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the bed of aloth the oareleaa alumbercrs on the couch of pndc ’ It ao happened 
that a clever thief from a distant city came mto that country, and one mght 
deternuned that he would ahew his skill and get some booty Putting on the 
dress that sharjicrs wear, he traversed the streets accordingly With the 
same intentions, another thief, who knew but little and was inexperienced, had 
come foith Owing to their homogeneousnesa they joined each othoi, and he 
that was the foreigner asked, by way of taking advice, ‘ To which quarter 
should I go’ and whose house should I undoimmc’’^ The unwise thief 
replied, ' In the stable of the Ea'is ’ of the city there is a tat and fleet ass, 
and he values him exceedingly, so that to keep him safe he has put a strong 
chain oil his foic and liiiid legs, and has set two slai'es ovei him Our 
advisable course is to go hist and steal that ass, and at the comer of the 
maiket-place of the city thcie is the shop of a glass-blow'cr, into which we 
will break, and bunging out new and valuable glasses will lade them on 
that ass, and come hack with oiii wishes accomplished ’ The clever thief 
stood uiiiaAcd at liis w'uids, and was about to cross (juostion him well about 
the mattei, when all of a sudden, the night-patrol made his aj)peaiancc The 
clevei thud dtxteiously concealed himself behind a wall, and the fool was 
taken The watch asked him ‘ Wheie wast thou going ’’ Heieplicd, I 
am a thief, and my intention was to steal the ass of the Ita’is, and break into 
the shop of a glass-blow ci, take Ins glasses, and cany them off home ’ The 
patrol laughed and said, ‘ Jhavo ' tins is the sort ol thict we want, w lio for an 
ass that is so watched puts lus life in the halista of calamity , and wlio tliruata 
hiuiscli into daugei fur glasses, ten ol which they sell foi a ding ’ 

lILMISlIell 

Tliuu didst not huj tin life fm iikiik), licuci' thou dost not know its worth 

Iftliouwert to uiuleitake such jieiiLs loi the treasmcB ol the kmg, then 
indued reason would hold thee excused 

IIFUISTICH 

' Let liim, who boars the hnrdi'ii, lorry off tin guerdon “ loo ’ 

Vith these words he tied his hands and dragged him away to prison The 
clever thict thus received a warning licm the intellect of the foolish one, 
and dcnving some cxpenencc too from what the patrol said, soliloquized as 
follows, ' This tliiet was an igiioiant friend to me, and the patrol was a wise 
enemy, and that friend by bis folly was plunging me into the vortex ot 

‘ Or it inny ho, ghanii , ‘ the w oild ’ 

^ Onentid tliiovos entci housos by inming under the walla which nro gtneroll) built mth 
little or no foundatiuu 

The lla'ia la the ihiof rituen, osort of alderman 

‘ A small silver coin 

" In every case where, ua in this hue, there is a imgle of words like ‘burden’ and 
‘guerdon,’ let tlie reader remember it represents a aimuni effect in I’liaian, and has been 
often srnvud at with considerable trouble 



378 


ANViU-l aUHAILl , OH TH£ HtHTS Oi CANorua 


destruction, and but for this wise onemy, the affair would have passed beyond 
my control, and ended iii my being put to death Non, just as the patrol 
said, it behoves me to make for the treasury of the king Perhaps my mam 
object and my fullest wishes may then be gamed ’ He then went very softly 
nndtr the palace ot the king, and began to make ii nine, and the livelong 
night, m his eoyctons desire for gold wont on cutting through the stone with 
hit, steel instrument 

OOOl'LCT 

S(] riu tilt btoms liis luAbsive (lonlui i uig, 

Tlmt liu' mil mtci ' Imtli iit nnii mithiiriiig 

As yit the sh.uper that travils bv night, tin siiii, had not (ompleted bnnng a 
passage htlieatli the ivall. of the hoii/on whin the thiif's mint was finished 
and he emcrgi d at tlu spot \\ lictc w as the hedthambti oi the king Thetc 
he heliehl the innnauh hleijmig on a goldui thioiu', uUid a varielj of costly 
furniliiie aionnd tlie rota] jiillim, and ilnets soils ot gems stattrred ovei the 
huidc is ul the imjieinil l,ii]h ts \Va\ i .mdli s, i\ Ink ,is i amplior- were lighted 
up like the tnailteiiani es ut v ealtliy im n ol tank, and wcie consuming the poor 
moth, as (he hcaits ut tasting d.iivesliis is ennsumed by tin fiaine of despair 

LOll'Ll-T 

Ilctinit mu jTifl the moth this ihtiireiut sie, tin 11 line tmriis Imtb, ’ In trui , 

Hut, while its iviiigs ,dont iii stoithi'd, f losi mj lieiit iiul spuit tiio 

The thief looked about him and hi held the inuiikcy Mith a iioninrd in his 
hand, .standing at llie king’s jullow and c.islmg vigilant glames to tlu‘ left 
and right The tliut was aslouiidid at this sight aiul said, ‘ How has a 
cuntcmptihle ne.itine suih as Ibis, to nlumi it umild he too much honor to 
climb up a Limji-post, set his lout on the i aipit ol the jiniici ^ and whence 
has a sharp swoid, with whicdi is hound up the stability of the realm and 
nation, fiillcn into the h.uids of one so imst.ihle ^ ’ The thief, inimiTHed in 
the ocean of these meditations, and iiieiw'hi hind ill the vuitix of these 
cogitations, was looking on, whin, on a sudileii, some ants ftdl from the 
ceiling of the apiutment upon the hieasl ol the king, wliuli wmr the mirror 
tlmt adoiiicd the wmild, and began to crawl about, and the nutation of this, 
affected the heart of the king The moiianh, Ins slumher uiibrolvcn, yet 
sensible ot the tickling of the ants, smote his hand ujion Iuh bosom, and the 
llonkey ran to that side imd pcieei-vcd the aiils Hut were erawlmg on the 
king's chest The liie ul wralh w.i,s kindled in Ins breast, and he exclaimed 
‘ Whence comes it tli.it in spile ol a guaidi.m such as I ain, the .star of whose 
eye, like the lolling pl.iuets, h is luwei, auj inglit, htliclil the faro of sleep, 

' The w nril u7i signifies nut cinlv ‘ w .iter,’ hut also ‘the polish ef btu'l ' Perhaps thciofiire this 
btiange cciiussion iiiiMiis that tlu steel was iiolislied b) (iiUisinn with the stone and spaiks 
cil fini struck out Or, the ii/i mat riln to the puspirution ol the man, anil the tiUkh to the 
sjuiks stiiick out troni tlu stone 

- Ill, ‘lU'ihinieil with [nniphor,’ ,i‘(oi(hng to sunn 
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these dushy ants have the audacity to sot foot on the breast of my lord ^ ' 
Then stimulated by his ignorant zeal, and enraged at the antB,‘ he drew his 
dagger, that he might make a blow at the king’s breast and slay the insects 
The thief gave n shout, calling out, ‘ Hash churl ’ hold thy hand or thou 
wilt overturn a world from its foundation’ With these words he leaped 
forwaid and tightly grasped the monkey’s hand which held the dagger 
The king was roused Irom his hlumbcrs by the shout ot the thief, and 
beholding this postuie of affairs, asked the thiet who he was' The latter 
replied, ‘ 1 am thy wise enemy, who had come hither in (piest of thy wealth 
and the attainment of my own ends And had 1 paused for a moment m 
defending thee, this kind allj and attached liiind would luive saturated thy 
chamber with gore ’ When die king had Icvunt the state of the case, he 
piostiated himsell iii giatitude toi his escape, and said, ‘ Aye, truly ' when 
infinite grace befiiends us, the thief becomes the guardian and the foe a 
fnend ' ’ Hi then rewaided (he tluet and .idniiLted him among lies favorites, 
and having chameJ the moiikej, sent him to the stable Ilius a thief, who 
in hope of a Ircasuie, giiL up Ins waist loi ,i night euteipiise, and made a 
bicacli III the wall ot the tieasm-j, inaMiuiih as he was robed in the vest of 
wisdom, had the crown of foilune jdared upon his lu ad , while a monkey 
who Llmught himself the tin ml and eimhilant of the scciets of the Ling, in 
that die thorn of ignutauci idheied to Ins sknf, was sLnjiped of the apparel 
of honoi 

vnisF 

Wiai flics tliougli (kaiUv eiifs tin j mav bu, 

Excil hit'iiiU wild in ignorant 
Wliat till liiul (lues Is all laUnut), 

And all his usiluliuss is sunt 

And the moial of tins story is, that it behoves a wise man to pave the 
way to fneiidslnp w'lLh the wise and to flee for Icnguts Itoin the society ol 

igiioiiiut liieiids 

\EIISE 

Flea ilut niirisim with fiieuds to tlij mind, 
hut Hiose unHuitod I’en in gaideiis shuu , 

Tliciu wait 1 piiulent foemiili bottii find, 

Thau with a latuims i umradi to be one ’ 

When the Tortoise had heard this story, which comprised much uactul 
instiuction, he said, 'U ocean of wisdom' thou hast adorned with the 
ptincely gem ot knowledge the ear ot my he,nt Now he pleased to recount 
how many kinds of fiiends there iiie ’ Kilrdiin said, ' The wise have 
pronounced that ot people who pictend to he tnends, there ore three sorts 
The one kind are hke food, since their presonce is uidispenaablo, and without 

‘ Headings dilhr here vii) lousidcrahly, hut 1 thmk that of the editions as good as any 
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the survey of the bnllianco of their beauty the taper of social intercourse 
gives no hght 

COUPtET 

A fnoiid' 1 /.ICC IB the lamp that plds the mansion of the heart, 

'Tib thin aluuc that dues to it its uscfulnuBB impart 

And another class resemble medicine, being such as are occasionally inquired , 
while a third sort are like pam, as being of no use at any lime And these last 
are the h3qioLritcB and impostors, who h.ive a face and a tongue tor thee, 
and who yet do not qmt the path ot agreement wi th thy enemies 

vEiisr 

Ilf fore thc'f*, they iiie kindlier th.m light, 

And ) ot bohiud, than 8h idoin s fnhei far 
’Wiinn — but iii inward itiliiifr frigid qmti , 

(iuifk— but at heait tliej d^ad unJ lifoluhs tire ^ 

'Wherefore it behotes a wise man to shun tins kind of enemies with 
friendly faces, and to ilce toi leluge to Mueeie tnends and cordial 
companions 

IIIMlsnCH 

Ilieak from thj foe iind lay hands on a frund ’ 

The Tortoise said, ‘‘WTiat jjrocedun* is one to adopt in older to fulfil iiU the 
requirements of triondshiji ’ ' The llonkey answered, ' Those who ore adorned 
with SIX qualities, there arc no short-conungs in their fnendslnp The first 
is ho, who, when he discoi ers n tault, does not tiy to dii ulge it The second is, 
ho who, it he bceomes acquamb d with a \iitue, miigmfies it tenfold The 
third IS he who, it he docs thee a t.iior, docs not always bear it m mind 
The fourth is he who, if he icceives a benefit fiom tbpe, does not foigut it 
The fifth lb he iilio, it lie secs tlicc Lommit a fault, does not twit thee with 
it The sixth IS he i\ho, if thou exiusest thyself, accepts the excuse And 
whosoc\ei 18 not indued imUi these qii.ilitics, is totally unfit for friendship, 
and if thou ehooscst to become Ins tnend, repentance mil come nt last And 
most people arc devoid of these qualities, and consequently a tine friend 
18 like the philosophci's stone , and attachment without a flaw, resembles the 
'Anka, whose flight is towards the nest of iion-cxistencc 

ttUATIUIN 

III' that can not the lines of friendship traee, 

IVitli liim in unison thou canst not triad 
'Ihe glass alone displavs a friendly face,^ 

Of what avail, since with a breath 'tis fled > ' 


1 1 have freely rendered thi bc iiTy diHicult hnes, about tin mil nieaiimg of which I am 
111 some doubt The last two lines are, perhaps, liti rally, MVaim, hut more mclaneholy 
than the liici Alive, but more dead than the heart itsill’ hut the az dil may signify 
‘ at heart,’ as I have translated it 

- 'I'hiB line miaiis, citlur that nraiirons the only iiniullied surface, all human brensts 
are Htamod with Boiiic flolfish or evil quality or, that a minor sIicwh a true huend, even 
uiiesclt , yet this image inmslies it one bnatlie on it 
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When the conversation had proceeded thus far, the Tortoise said, ' I opine 
that I shall plant my foot firmly m friendship, aad not omit a single particle 
of the ntcs of companionship If, then, thou wilt honor me with the 
exaltation of thy friendship, and phice on the neck of my heart the chain of 
obhgation, which will abide tiU the resurrection, it will not be olien to thy 
beneficent charaetei ’ The Monkey, with courteous demeanour, descended 
from the ticc, and the Toitoise likeuisc stepped out of the water undei the 
tree, and they embiaced one another, and pledged themselves to brotherhood 
Thus both the honor of his solitary hie was removed from the heart of the 
Monkey, and the Toitoise, too, iias suceored by his amity Every day 
the plant of unity sprouted inoie abmidantly between them, and the garden 
of companionship and attachnunt gamed on increase of adonimcnt and 
freshness So that the Monlv.cy loigot his kingdom and sovereignty, and the 
Tortoise, ton, failed to reuiciiiber his family and home 

eouriET 

Our fruml is ivith us, wUcri'tou, thin, should we jet seek more joj than thii > 

The triiihiiru uf liis umviTsc is to our fond heurts suffiiiint bhas 

A long time jiassed thus, and the period of the absence of the Tortoise was 
protracted His paitner became anxious, and intense anxiety and boundless 
solicitude found nay to her, and life-consuming separation burnt up her 
heart with the fire of rcgiet 

tonrirr 

Ahsiiico is suck n wound, that with it wcie a mountain's hnsom scarred, 

It would smitf stom's upon its hrenst, and raise an ontrry heavenward 

At length she mtroduced the subject of her regret for the absence of her 
spouse, and the tale of her love, to one of her own race 

STANZA 

‘ My friend is gone, hut yet my heart the longiug fur his face retains 
Like the sad cviiress hem c my foot down-sunken in tlie clay is left 
I with hn heauty wished to soothe the growing torture of my puns, 
lie hid hiB luce, and as hefure the story of mv grief is left 

I know not m wliat quaitcr my poor spouse has been stayed in the mire, or 
m what slough the foot of his heart has sunk down 'Would that by the 
rising of the moon ot his return the gloom of the evemng of separation 
were dispersed ' and that hy tho manilestatiou of the disjilay of his beauty, 
the love-thoughts, which tend to madness, were banished ' 

COCPLFT 

How hlest were I, did that fair losc return once more to the parterre ' 

This soul, whiih has tlio body left, if it again wiic harbored there ' ’ 

"When her comjionion beheld aU this distress of mind, she said, ' 0 sister ' 
if thou wilt not take it ill, or susjjcet me of evil motives, I will acquaint thee 
with his condition ’ The \yifc of the Tortoise leplied, ‘ Kmd fnend, and 
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confidante of 1117 hidden sceicts' how tan I possibly ausjiccl thy words, or 
think they proceed ftom mtcroBted motives ^ and how could I meet thy 
advice with evil surmismj^s and opposition’ and it la long since I have 
tested the com of thj friendship nn the touchstone of trial, and found it 
unalloyed 

HEMISncH 

I know thy words arc true, without a doubt ' 

The friend rejoined, ‘1 have heard that thy husband has happened to form 
a friendship and good understanding with a monkey, and dedicating his 
heart and soul to his amity, regards his society as surpassing all other 
blessings, and inteioourhc with him as supciior to all other delights, and 
allays w'lth the water ot Ins pioxinuty the the of 1 egret for separation from 
thee, and solaces Ins time mth the lu'aufy ol this fnend in exchange for thy 
imago’ When the lemalt tuitoiso heuid these woids, the fire of jealousy 
spicad Ihrough her brain, and she (adaimed, 

coorirr 

' lllond IS the oci .in of ni) heart, foi he hi othirs is tan ssrd , 

Vnd uliilc my h[i is hllid uitli tc.iis, )ii lu aiuithii s l,i]i is hlissid 

0 ciiiel fultiine ' them liast given to the wind of dispiisiun the h.irvest of iiiy 
peacr of mind, <iiid hast destioyed, with the scorching blast of soiiow, the 
field ol my hojies Tliou hast made the liiend, w ho w as the coinjianion ol 
my sad he.ii 1, the associate ot others, and h.ist thi own into their einbrace the 
helot cd one, with piy at w hose sight 1 used to dejnrt on the carpet of jiloasurc 
the painting of niy wish ,,\nd thou ivouldest imagine that the faithless one 
hadncvci read horn the jiage of association the wiitmg ot love, and wouldcst 
say that that apparemt stranger had never in his whole hte inhaled from the 
garden of fnendslnp the scent of attachment 

COIPLET 

That fniMtird mu, who nothing jiri/cd the value of a wn'tch like mo, 
fa now mfrangoil, nor secs in what Ins bettor, hapjni'r course would bo ’ 

Her fiieiid icjomed, ' New what was to he, h,is been, it is useless to indulge 
in vam regrets A plan must he devised which shall compnsc the restoration 
of thy tranquillity ’ They then busied themselves with penising the hook 
of artifices, an account of the mcasuica of which is rendered by the verse 
' surely your cunning is great ,' ' and find no plan bettor than the destruction 
of the Monkey They therefore schemed how to contmc this, and the 
spouse of the toitoise, at the suggestion of her intimate fnend, feigned 
herself sick, and sent one to the Tortoise with this message, 

' Kur'kn, FI vii 28, Mnr 29, Rale, p 176, 1 22 ‘And when her husband saw that 
hiB garment was torn behind, he said, This is a (unuing tiintrivuncc of youi sex for surely 
jour cunning is great 0 Joseph, take no further notice ol this allair and thou, 0 
woman ' ask pardon for thy crime , for thou art a guilty person ’ 
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COUPLET 

' For me, sicL, )( t lo Obk liu> lie the will ^ 

Biel him come quicUy, fur I’m hiffttliiiig- still ’ 

Tlic Tortoise, having lecuvod the intelligeiK c of the indisposition and 
sickness of his spouse, asked pcnnission of the Monkej’- to go home, and 
renow the duty of visiting liis wife mid Lhildren The Jlonkey said, 
' 0 fnend, partner of my cares ' thou must with nil possible speed favor 
me again with thy aocict}’, and not leave pooi me in thin retired sohtude 
alone and fiiiiidless, and, indeed, the giief of being parted fiom thee will 
not leave me alone, nor wdl the piin of separation suffer me to be without 
a companion 

( 0 ( I’l Ll 

No friend tor mam a loud} luiilit luie I, but only ffrief for tbee 
Alas ' foi him to ishnm no IriemI but soirnn }idds Kiiul syinpath} 

The Tortoise icjilied, ‘’Kind fnrnd and solace of my soul' a nercssary 
10111 uey hiis beialleii me, and iiii event has otcurred which leaves me 
without option, cithciwise, 1 should never of my tree and wilhng chuire 
remove myself I'lorn ihy society, noi ivould I ho absent for a single moment 
fiom attending on thee by mj own desiie 

( ovriiT 

dis' were It uot tbitl fiom Hue must go, I’d lean tbii iieiei, 

No tiling til it tills could M isli its tranu sboijil lioiii its spiiitsnn ' 

Then, willing oi not. In' liade faicuil] to the ^Kuikiy, and tinned Ins face 
homeward, .ind, when the lamiliai l.illieiLind }i as htinoied and ailoined 
with the step ol the Toituise, tiieiids and kinstolk c^ami* louiid and i.iisC'd 
their shouts ot wcleoiiie to the star ’Ayj'uk', and the Toitoise, with a 
paity of his iiitiiu.ile fiiiiiils, enteied liis abode He beheld his wife 
stretched outlie hid id' lU.itli, aud uu tin garden ol hei cheek, instead of 
a nosegay of the red Vighaw.'in-ilowers, the yellow rose expanding 

irruusriru 

b'lniii glut, aiiid, linin weeping, like a bail - 
Although ho l.iid hclorc her the offering of sidutahon, ho w,aB uot honoied 
with the boon ot reeiproi iilion , and how ever much he paved the way with 
courtesy and tendcuiesa, he discoieied no sign of his being heeded, nor 
did hiB blandishment and soft addiess reach the place ol acfeptancc , nor 
his kindness and caicsscs yield tmy result 

COUPLET 

Take from lior strict thy btotk of frnd, th} 0 mj heart ’ 

These unsought g'ouil'^ ^vill no’ui find tkero .i aiilc-tiuie or a mart 


^ A eertmn hiig-ht red star, whiih follows Hic Tleiadea 

^ There m a \ery good play on ^ords hcie, Avhich 1 find it iinpo‘?^iblo to retain in 
En^libli The Peramii has, — Irom (ndlafi) ‘wailing/ ahe became {ndh) ‘a reed / from 
{muyah) ‘ wctping,’ she became [miii) ‘ a hair ’ 
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He then inquired of her adopted sister who had appointed herself to the 
attendance on her sick bed, ' Why does the suft’crcr not opon her lips to 
speak, nor disclose to me, distracted as I am, what she has on her mind ^ ' 
The boaom-fnend heaved a cold sigh and said, 

COUPLET 

' Doctor ' piiin thyadf no longer, for thy Umo is viinlj spent, 

Love la not like otlier ailings, nor admits luedicami'iit 

How can an lUnesa which is irremediable, and sufferings for which a cure is 
hopeless, obtain leave from the lieart to bieathe a word’ And by what 
energies could it he fui’nished with the moans of convorsation ’ ’ The 
Tortoise began to wcop, and was cxcesHively distressed, saying, 'What 
medicine is this which cannot be found m this country, and which we cannot 
succeed in obtaining by eoiitin anec and artifice ’ tSpeak with aU despatch ' 
that I may traverse sea and land in scaich of it, and seek foi it from far and 
near, and from friend and sti anger If, like a fish, I must descend to the 
bottom of the deep, I will proceed hiking steps with my head, and it, like 
the moon, 1 must hasten to the summit of the .sky, I will mount by tho 
noo.se of eontrivaiice to the battlements of heaven 1 wiU freely givo my life 
and heart m (luest of this remedy, tuid devote this csseme of u at or and clay, 
(which ih a metaphui foi tlic continuance of existence^, in older to gam this cuie 

COUPI ET 

What tiling 19 Uff, that it sboiJd not be offi red foi tliy Biiko ^ 

My heart far tUcc I could desotc — u tree-will ottering make ’ 

The waitress at the sick bed replied, ‘ This is a kind of pain which is peculiar 
to women, and which takes place m the womb, and admits of no cure save 
the heart of a monkey ’ The Tortoise answered, ' Whence can this bo pro- 
cured, and how tan it be obtained’ ’ Tlie bosom-friend who ongmated this 
giuleful device, and was the real agent in proposing the remedy for the 
disease, replied, ‘ W c, too, knew that the proeunng of this sanative would 
be difficult, and the toil ot securing this remedy which resembles the ehur- 
vitie, Would be great, nay, immense Wo therefore sent for thee, m order, 
in fact, that thou mightcst take the last sight of thy faithful friend and say thy 
last farewell, since to this unfoitunalc there is no other hope of her pain 
being alleviated, nor is tlie blessing ot health in any other manner recoverable 

I 

ewUPLET 

Save blood I see no shurbat that befits my fell diaeaeo, 

Through life’s vista only sorrow seems assigned to gire me ouse ' 

The Tortoise was gneved and agonised beyond measure , and however 
much he revolved tho means of securing a remedy, he saw no escape save in 
killing the monkey, and felt himself compelled to regipli his friend with 
greed Clear-counseUing reason loosed tho tongue of admonition, and said. 
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‘ 0 ungenerous one ’ ■with perfidious hand to destroy the forraer basis of 
friendship and unanimity which had been firmly laid down between thee 
and the Monkey, is far remoi’cd from generosity and honor 

corrLtT 

Shame, if hjr woman's blandidiment 
Thy Test ehonld be with falsehood rent ' ' 

And dark passions began to reproach and tempt hun, saying, ' To abandon 
the cause of a ■wife, on whom is dependent the prosperity of the house and 
the prop of mamtenanee, and the means of living and the safeguard of 
treasure and propcity, and thereby to observe the regard due to a friend 
who has no homogeneoiisneas with thee, nor affinity to thee, appears to ho 
1 ('moved from a due regaid to the transactions of life 

couiiFr 

I swL'.ar it b] tlie rii^lits nt fnentbihip ' —dust ('en of an ancient friend 
All the blend of now (ompanions does .i thousand times transcend ’ 

At lost, lus affection for lua wife prevailing, he resolved to shatter with the 
stone ol Iretiehery the candle of good faith, and to make tlie scale of loyal 
attdclmient kick the balance thiough fiaiid and deceit Ho, unhappy being 
that he was, knew not that the mark of insincerity is the brand of misery, 
the impression of which is not found save on the face of the condihon of the 
ill-starrcd, and the quality of promise-breaking is a charactci of inf,imy n hich 
is not mscnlicd c-veept on the tablet of the forehead of the vile And who- 
ever has, by peifidy and hypoensy, reached the degree of notoiicty, no mim 
of piety desiiCH his converse, and he that is noted lor faithlessnosB and 
inconstancy is admitted hy no one to the rank of acceptance , nay, people 
consider it necessary to shun meeting him, or holding conversation with 
him, and regard it as expedient to (Lsown his actions and all knowledge of his 
affairs ^ 

roi.PLr,T 

Tbe old man, rest lus soul ' uho draiiu'd uith me tlie wiue-cup bright. 

Oft bade me shun thtir conierae, wbn of proiniscH mate light 

After the Tortoise hid formed this design agamst the Monkey, he saw that 
until he could get him to his own house, it ivould he impushible to seeurc 
his object For this purpose he letumcd to tho Monkey, whose longing to 
see him was quite overpowenng, and whose desire to behold him exceeded 
the hounds of restraint As soon as lus eyes fell on the beauty of his fnend, 
from the excess of hia delight, he commenced, in joy-excitmg strains, this 

song, 

' 'To rend the vest,' is boro an expression for acting ' nncbastelj,’ 'dishonorably, in 
the latter sense as applied to the toi toise 

- We hare hern the first of Ihrec pages of racessiTcly obsrnrc and diffiriilt Persian 

2 c 
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coui-Lrr 

‘ A thoutaiicl thanks he pud to God, that ouo so loved us thou, 

At length, and nfttr dork suspense, to me hast showeG thy blow ' 

Then after warm inquiries concerning' the irelfarc of the Tortoise, he requested 
that the condition of liis children and relations might he made kno'wn to him 
The Tortoise replied, ‘ Puin at separation from thee had entirely overpoyyered 
my heart, so that I could not derive plcusuie from the warmth ‘ of my 
meeting with them, and gladness and ninth displayed not themselves 
at the companionship ot my wifi' and tamilj I'lici'y moment that I 
liothought myself ot thy solitude, and the separatidii whieh has hcfallen thee 
fi Mil thy followers and retainers, and that I icdeetid on thy fricnrllcssness, 
and tho isolation from tliy kingdom and piosjieious foitune, in which thou 
hast been involved, my pleasnie hcaaino ombitteied and the clearness of 
the draught of happiness vas discolored, and T said Lu myself, ‘0 ungenerous 
one ' 15 it uUo'valile toi thee to sit heie ui the expanRC of the gaiden of case 
on the cushion of enjoyment, wlnlo thy fuithfnl fnend, in the thorny brake 
of exile, makes his dai k couch upon tlic eai th ^ 

COUMFT 

hefits It (hut thyst'Lt shuuldst here, lose-like, he gailj blooming’ 

'W'hilc fortune thy thcirn-uouudcd fnend to Umencs' thrie is dooming 

Therefore I have come with the strong hope that thou wilt think it nght to 
honor me, and tliat thou wilt adorn and gratify my house and thildrcn with 
the sight of thee, m Older that my kmsfolk may recognize the lank I hold in 
thy friendship, and that my fneiids and connections may he proud and dated 
theiehy Thus both my heart may be soothed by union with thee, and, 
at the same time, my position may derive lustre ftom thy lieautj, .so that, by 
the good fortune of thy luotsteps, my digmty may he elevated, while thou 
wilt experience no ah, dement ol estimation in accepting my invitatiun 

C OUPLLT 

■What lustre uilt thou lose, 0 moon' il thou ihouhlst p.iss boforo me, 

Or thuuigh my Uttiio thou shouldst cu*t u heaiii of riidiante o'n nu ’ 

"Moreover I desire to seat in thy presence n party at the banqucting-table, 
and thus, pcihaps, T mav lu some degiee discharge what is due to thy virtues ’ 
Tho Monkey said, ‘ Torbear these eeiemonics, toi when the chain of friend- 
ship 13 firmly riveted, and the Itnot of affection and eompanionship is lightly 
adjusted, there is no neccshity for undergoing the trouble ol entertainment 
and the ceremonial usages of general hospitality, as persons ot formality and 
etiquette observe them Foi they have said, ‘ Ee is the teorsf of hrothers for 


'■ The -word dtish Bccme to mo ratamnglraa here One MS reads foi farahi, haral 
which may mean, ‘ the fructifying property ot the male palm '' ' 
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whom ceremony ts reqmrei ' Yes ’ truly he is the worst of friends and of 
brethren for whom ceremony is necessary, and for whom the load of troublous 
etiquette must be endured 

HF,Mia ricH 

One might live happy did fonus not eiiat 

And with regard to the reciprocal fncndship and amity which exist on my 
part towards thcc, it thou ohsorvcbt an excess with reference to thee, foi that 
too, bo not sorrowful, sma' the pride I feel in thy viitiies is greater, and my 
need of thy support and sympathy more urgent, inasmuch as I am east far fiom 
my country and home, and kindred and dominions, and servants and letiuue, 
and am calamitously involved in the (hsgraeo of exile and the ahaaement 
of .1 solitary' life and loneliness Had not God Most High, by tho blessing of 
thy society, conferred a fresh favor on me and bestowed on ms the boon of 
thy triciidship m a distressful and forlorn state such as mine then was, who 
would have extniated me from the injurious flaws of fortune’ oi who 
would have pluiked me trniu the hand ol the affliction of separation trom my 
fnends ’ 

correrr 

In tills solitniv miiiiBiiin, ill this tumble-peopled state, 

"fis thj sight that makes us glad, and oui spun thus elite 

Wlierefnie by the furre of those ciicumstanecs, thy claim upon me .s greater 
and thy kindness towards mo more abundant, and this being the ease there is 
no occasion for this tioublc and iiksome ceremony, and in fnendslup tlie purity 
of iaith IS the thing to he relied on, not the pieparntion of the matcnals for 
entertainment , and the offering of mental gratiht atiun is what is looked for, 
not the arrangement of substantial faie 

I OUI LEI 

A friend devoid of uutwuril sliiw is n.uilid have wc such, 

What if in forms he nuiitiiig ho ' that does uot matter mmh ' 

The Toitoise said, ‘0 companion of real sympathy' and 0 friend and 
partakci of my secrets ' my oh)C‘ct iii muting thee is not that same legaid 
for the reqmsites of entertamment and the pieparation of eatables and 
drinkables, but rather that separation should decamp trom hetween us, and 
that the ennobling privilege of imhioken iiitercoiiiiie .should be secured 

lIFMlSlim 

Distance and nearness haio no place in love 
Should the distance of east and west ' intervene between two lovers, cn en 
then, masmuch as their solace is m the remembrance of each othei and the 


* lit ‘The distance between the two Easts’ It seems somewhat 

forced to suppose that the West is to be reckoned one of these Hence, the two farthest 
points at which the sun rises, vir , the tropics, have been suggested m lieu of the above 
exphniation 


2 i 2 
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mutual happmeas of their hearts m pictuiiug each other’s beauty, their 
actual distance will not prove a veil in the load of their spiiitual meeting, 
and they will inceaaaiitly ga/c on the mcompariblo beauty of each other, 
with the vision of their mind and the mind of their vision 

toerLET 

Am I united vnth nij friend m heart, t\Tiat matter? if our plane he wide apart ' 
And a ginve authunty has said with regard to this, 

■ aiiATnAiN 

' 'What tlinugh our hands liidd not the cniii nf union ' 

Yet in our sonla aliiile? emh otliei's thnuglit , 
tVe may not taste in ontwiud sense ( onimuinun, 

Oui spirits, blending, sit that Ciui ot nought ' 

The Tortoise again applied the arrow of entirety to the bow of supplication, 
and began to Inunih it .it the target of his desiie, and, at length, aided by the 
strength of lu.s good toi tune, leaehod the goal of liia wishes The Monkey 
[at last] said, ' It is a canon in the code of hunoi to seek to giatity a friend, 
and I will not rcmiiu at this distance liom mine, but legiud us a blessing 
this pilgrimage to tby brethieu and (ouneitioiis JI»v\e\er, it is a matter of 
difficulty for me to pass oter uator, and to cross this sea which intervenes 
between the wildomcss, n hcie 1 am, imdtby island is foi me an imiiossibility ’ 
The Tortoise ie]died, ‘ S(t tliy mind at case, lor 1 will take thee on my buck 
and euii\ey thee to that island, in which arc Imuid both seeunty and 
hajipmos.s, and plenty and pcaee ’ In short, inasmuih as the Tortoi.so 
employed these gentle wouls, the Mnnkiy desisted from his opposition, 
and, tamed by the lash ot flattenng and louiteoUH expressions, euircndered 
to him tho leins ol contrid So the Tortoise taking the Monke}’ on his 
back, set out homewaids When he ainved m the midst of the sea, tJic 
vessel of his mind sank down in the vortex of meditation, and he 
reflected, ‘What thing is this that I have taken in hand^ and u hat result 
can it have but dishonor ^ 

rouVLEr 

Who tmus ohhrpir'ly from the bowers of faith, The thorn of fliigiiishwill his bosom siatli 
Tor the sake of weak-niiiided women to adopt jieifidioua meuauies towards 
friends completely wise, is not the wont of those ol a liberal spirit, and to 
let the cine of (rod’s favor slip from the hands to please the devil, is a source 
of damage and loss 

HEMISTICH 

Forbear ‘ forhcoi ' for goo'l men ait nut thus ' 

In this manner he halted in the midst of the water, and disputed with 
himself, and the signs of irresolution were apparent in liis movements This 
gave nee to snspicion m the mind of the Monkey, and he asked, ' What is 
the cause of thy pondering’ Pcrthanco thou beginnest to find the carrying of 
me difficult, and hence, being overloaded, thou proceedest so deliberately ’ ’ 
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Tlic Tortoise DUBWered, ‘ Whence sayest thou this, and from what dost 
thou draw this inference ’ ’ The Monkey replied, ‘ The marks of thy 
contest with thyself, and thy emban assed purpose are evident Perhaps if 
thou wouldest acquaint me and bestow on me the honor of on explanation, 
thou mayest by the aid of my advice, which is worthy of confidence, emerge 
troin the whirlpool of perplexity to the shore of safety’ The Tortoise 
answered, 'Then sayest tiuly — 1 was plunged in meditation, and all my doubt 
18 , that as this ih the flist tune that thou bestowest on my abode the good 
fortune of thy visit, and my wife is sick, as a natural consequence our 
domestic arrangements well not be free from confusion, and the duo rites of 
hospitality and obligations of civility, will not be discharged, and this will 
b( a cause of shame and discredit 

HFMISIICII 

And tlicugli my fault be pardoned, I sbuidd blush ’ 

The Monkey said, ‘ Since the siuccnty ot thy purjiosc is certain, and thy 
cugcracss m seeking to gratity rnc, weU ascertained, il thou shouldest 
postpone this ceremonj' and omit the compliments and observances which 
among strangers it is the duty of hosfs fo pay, it would certainly seem mcie 
agieeahlc to the (nurse ot fheiidhlii]) and amity 

euBi'Lhr 

Tliiuugh forms a strangir mm to fiicndslnp had , 

Wile'll amity i vists, of lorms wh it uccd > ' 

Th( Tortoise jiroceedud a little fuithor, and stopped and bi'gan afresh to 
ponder tlio same thing, and said, ' AVomen uige me to break my promise and 
my Imth, imd I know that sincmitv i-' not to be tuiiud m them, and that to 
expect truth .ind humanity tioni them is f.ii lemoicd tiom the proteduie ot 
Wise men 

1 01 rerr 

Forbid it, (1110 ni woman's luituii should Im gcutli foldings look ' 

Nc’ir onud tin briokisb diBort, roses Uurao ungdual tank 

AATicrefoic, to he deceived by then guile, and to huii'y towards unfaith- 
lulnoss and ungenerous conduit, how can this be done by the followers ot 
rectitude and uprightness ^ or how can this he practised bj men of piety and 
honesty ’ ’ The Tortoise, busied with these reflections, stopped where he 
was This increased the suspicions ot the Monkey, and becoming uneasy, 
he said to himself, ' WTien doubt of his fnend arises m the heart of any one, 
he must have recourse to the asylum of counsel, and, gafhonng up his skirt, 
must secure himself by courtesy and gentle demeanour And should that 
suspicion turn out to be true, he will have preserved himself from the other’s 
malioo and pcifidy , while, should it proi e false, he w ill not expose himself 
to censure, inasmuch as he will have been stiict in observing caution and 
forbearance 
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COUPLET. 

Is he til} fnt'iiil thou rnstcst thcL id pcncn , 

If he plays false — thou ^ilt thystlf release ’ 

He then called out to the Tortoise, and said, ‘ What is the reason that every 
moment thou giveat reins to the courser oi thy imagination in the plain of 
reflection, and makest the diver of thy thought plungo into the ocean of 
hcwildcrmont ' ’ The Tortoise rephed, ‘ 0 brother ' pardon me that the 
indisposition and iUncas of my wife, and tho distrcssfid condition of my 
children, owing to their mothci’s sickness, keep me absorbed in thought ’ 
The Monkey rejomed, ' I knew that thy affliction was on accoimt of the 
illness of thy wife In truth, tliey have said that, ‘ To be ill is less grievous 
than to see lUness ’ 

HEMISTICH 

Cijuut nut hmi well who suffers for his fuend 

How toll me wdiat her disease is, and what is the method of cure ^ For every 
ailment there is an appomted icmcdy, and for every kind of sufl^enng there 
IB u means of cure manifest tind distinct It is necessuiy that reference 
be made to physicians of auspicious minds, of fortunate breath and happy 
footstc]), and in whatever way they may direct, exertion must be made for 
the picscnbed remedy ' The Tortoise replied, ‘For the cuie the physieiuns 
have pointed out a medicine which is not to be obtaiiic'd ’ The Monkey 
inquired, ‘ What medicine is that which is not to be found in tho shops 
of druggists, 01 m the* repertories ot medicmc-vcndoi s * If thou wilt tcU 
mo, perhaps I may bar e knowledge of it, and may liirmsh a eluo to it’ 
The Tortoise candidly answered, ‘That rare medicine which has plunged me 
in the vortex ot bewilderment is the heart of a monkey ’ The instant that 
this word reached tho cars ol the Monkey, liis brcasf, though m tlio midst of 
watci, was on flames , and tho smoke ol despondency ascending tu his head, 
hiB eyes began to grow dark lly a strong cflbrt of his mind, howevei, ho 
supported himself, and said, ‘O soul' scest thou not that thioiigh a shameful 
greediness and avidity, thou hast fallen mto this dread -vortex ' and, owing 
to carelessness and incaution, thou iu-t overtaken in this mighty danger ’ 
And I am not the first that has been deceived by the hyqioonsy ot f'oos, and 
has gi\ en heed to the speeches of the perfidious, and has been pierced to tho 
heart by on arrow aimed dcceittully by those who pursuo their own selfish 
ends ’ 

HEMISTICH 

This furious flame full many a one has burnt 

Now I know of no help sate stratagem and artifice, nor can I find any aid 
except in prudence and wise counsel If, which may God avert ' I am cast 


' Tat ‘from the thumbstall nf the deieit of the lords of BclfishncBB ’ 
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on the island of the tortoises, there will be a knot in the concatenation of 
my affairs, which the hand of thought wiU be weak too to undo For if I 
do not resign to them my heart, I shall lomain a pnsoner, and ponsh of 
hunger , and if I wish to fly, T must throw myself into the water , and 
that plan, too, is nfe with destruction Bnt I deserve a thonsand-fold 
this punishment and requital, m that 1 left my own happy and secure 
wilderness without thought ol the consequences, and yielding the reins of 
control to the liands of the tortoise, set my heart on soemg his island 

COOPCET 

Mad tliat I ivai, tliy riuglcts to rcsigii ' tMiat guilt deserves so stern a chain is mine '' 

He then said to the Toitoise, ‘I comprehend the means of curing that 
virtuous matron, and the remedy for her is in my hands an easy one 
Give thyseli no anxiety, loi our women siiftcT much from these disoidcrs, 
and we give them our hearts and suftei nothmg from it, but find it quite 
easy to extract our hearts tiom within oui breasts, and to replace them 
again Moicovcr, we arc able to live without them, and I am not m a 
position to grudge this tnfle to thee, for the wise have said, ‘It is not good 
to ho iiiggaidly of foui thmgu to lour persons First, one ought not to 
witliliold fiuni kings that which they rcijuire for the public weal 
■Secondly, one ought not to depnve meritoiious darvesLcs of that which 
tlicy ask iii God’s name, loi the pcrloniiance of alms and the pioviding 
good deeds Tliiidly, needy schol.iis, who would desire to ohtim the 
wherewithal for aiqniiiiig sfiiuee, ,md who adiJULo with the step of 
sincerity lu pursuit then of, tliem wc ought to assist on then way 
Fourthly, we ought unt to giiidge, or riinuie to bo impoi tuned for, that 
which may be the means ot ti anqmlluiiig the minds of cuidial friends, 
piovided it lies withm our leacli ’ 

CULlJEl 

Is tlien thi heart so dear ii lliiiig that we should pause to offci it, 

t)r shrink, to ponr liie's goldni shown nheie those we liold fur dearer sit ’ 

And hadst thou iiiloi-med me m niy own abode, I would have brought my 
heart with me, and it would have been a guodl) thing indeed if, on my 
arrival, thy spouse had cbt.uned complete restoration to health And 
1 have become so weary of my own heart, tlmt it never recurs to my 
thoughts except with the wish to part from it, and, inasmuch as grief 
and melancholy have usuiqied every quaiter and part of it, and a throng of 
troubles have over-run its limits, theie is nothing more hard for me to boar 
than the society ot my heart, and I long to sever the cord of connection 
with it, that I may escape fiom the thought of my sepaiahon from ray 
wife and family, and tlie giict of the abimdonment of my country and 
wealth, and that my soul may be set free from these excruciating 
afflictions and consuming horrois 
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COUPLET 

This drop of hlood they tail the heart [this rcfion of regrets aud ooro], 

0 God ' how long shall moon-faced ones injunoua play the tyrant there ’’ 

The Tortoise said, ‘ Where is thy heart that thou didst not hrmg it with 
thee ’ ’ The Monkey responded, ‘ I left it in my house, since it is the 
custom of my kind, that when they go to visit a fnend, and wish the day 
to pass pleasantly, and the skirt of their enjoyment and mirth to ho 
nnrcached by the hand of giief, not to take their hearts with them, for 
that 18 a gathenng-place of pain and affliction, and a souree of gnef and 
annoyance Every moment it etirs up thoughts which trouble the pure 
fount of enjoyment, and sour the season of mirth and happmess Thus, 
too, from its vicissitudes, they have named the heart by a name which 
signifies change ' Every mstant its inclinations are directed to somewhat 
new, either of good oi ill, gainful or injurious 

COCl’LEr 

Each moment, some new fjiuv it idluring, It spu’du away, m ime plaio ne'er endumig 

And, inasmuch as I was coming to thy house, so much did 1 wish tliat I should 
bo thoroughly und perfectly free from solicitude m seeing thee and beholding 
thy fneuds and connections that I therefore left my heart there And very 
unlucky is it, that I should he.tr ol this means of cunng thy chaste spouse, 
and not have brought my heart with thee And as thou knowest how I 
stand in respect ol fnendship to thee, it is possible that thou mightest excuse 
me, hut the whole body of thy kinsmen aud fnends will suspect that 
notwithsUndmg such pievious amicable tics and fneudly antecedents which 
have existed between mo and thee, I have grudgingly witldicld this tnfle, and 
shght thee m a manner in which no injury would recoil on mjHcll', while 
benefit would accrue to tlio.se i onnected with me 11 thou wouldest return, 
that wc may come again icady and prepared, it would be better’ The 
Tortoise forthwith turned back, and in the fullest cunfidenLC of obtaining his 
object, and succeeding swimmingly in his hopes, conveyed the Monkey to the 
shore The latter at full speed a.scended a ticc, and having oflered the thanks 
and acknowledgments [due for his escape], seated hunsclf at the end ol a 
hough The Tortoise waited some tmic, and then called out, ‘ 0 fnend 
beloved ' the opportunity for going is flectiug aw'ay, 

conrLBT , 

T.Ac pitj ' fur our noed h.is rcachod its bound , 

Come forth ' oui patience has its hmit found ’ 

The Monkey laughed, and Bind, 


* Kdlt means ‘turning,' as w’cll as ‘heart’ From the word in its former bcdsc comes 
inkildb, ‘ vicissitude ’ Our word ‘ heart,' is no doubt from the Sanskrit hnd^ which is 
denied from hn, ‘ to take ' The cquiioquo, tliercfoie, ii unrctainable in English 



CniPTlK •V SIOJII III 


393 


COUPLIT 

‘ Bctlunk thcc ciror, all thou didst protend 
Of faithful love, proved falsehood m the end 

I have paased my life in kingly away, and I have cxpenenced many heats 
and ehiUa of fortune I’ortune snatched back from mo her own bcstowinga, 
and heaven recjuired of me that which it had conferred , and 1 became 
numbeied with the wietched, and fell into the circle of the ill-starred Yeti 
am not of such a nature as to have remained altogether destitute of the fruits _ 
of experience , so as not to know what liappins, and not to disieni a quarter 
m whieh relianee can be placed, fiom one wLeie only hypocrisy is to he 
found t'easc these words, and foibear hcnct forth to take thy seat among 
the generous Leave off thy lioastiugs of fidelifj, nor speak of sincerity and 
honor 

eoupi.PT 

0 Hjic.ik iKit thou af fditbfulni Sh where fiiist the frank and free , 

]''oi not (in atom of jjood faith lU fraj^iiuii sheda on thee 

And if any one makes an initiatory display of vn tues, whatever they may he,' 
and talks of lua manliness and lionoi, one may discover his real metal m the 
time of trial, and test hia coin on the toiu hstoiic of experience 

COUPLrT 

Ilaw fond, i( tnal audi a touibNtonc wire, Thil liiin, would a Ijl.ukuiorl usage Lem ' ’ 
The Tortoise exclaimed loudly m gicat grid and said, ‘What suspicion 
is this that thmi cntci tamest of me ^ and what quality is this tliut thou 
imputest to me' I^fa^en forlud that anything contrary to thi- good 
plcasme should evei have passed thiough my nnud ' or that any ill- 
design or pcididious si heme with leferenee to thee should have crossed my 
thought.^ And thougli thou sliouldest cast a hundred thousand stones 
of despite m ray fai e, I will not reraor e iny face from the dirt of thy 
threslicdd, and though thou shouldest pieice my bicast agam und again 
witb the swoid ot contumely, I will not remove my lieait from tliy society ’ 
The Monkey retoi ted, 'I’ool' flunk not I am like that Ass of n huh the 
fox said, that it had neithei heart not ears ' The Tortoise said, ‘ IIow w as 
that ’ ’ 


STORY III 

lie said, ‘They have lelated that a liuu had become afflicted with the 
mange Togethei with constant fever, ho was worn out with itchy torments, 
and at last hj reason of the irritation, the numberless thorns of disquietude 
pierced his heart and his vigor flagged, and abandonmg all motion, ho 
relmquishcd the pleasures of the chase Now in this lion's service was a 

' I am douLtful of tlus lendermg, but I cm make no other mnamng of this obecuiD 
Binteiicc 
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fox, who Ubed to gather up tlie Hcraps from hia tabic, and the romnanta of 
hiB repast, and who gamed strength and food tiom the blessing of his 
leavings When the hon was unable to pursue the chase, the affairs of the 
fox came to distress One day from the incugreness of the supplies and the 
overpowering violence of himgcr, he began to reproach the lion, oud said, 

‘ 0 king of beasts ' anxiety for thy indisposition, has made the beasts of this 
jungle sad, and the lassitude of thy state and tlic impression of thy 
despondency, pervade all thy attendants, nay, the whole body of thy 
subjects 

COUPLET 

A himilrcd tlioiis.uid bcinjiB tremble for tbv Ub , 

Shrieked at tli} failing strength, a iviiildEilb rare Is life 

Wliercfoie dost thou not apply' some itnndy to this disease, and dneil 
attention to the cine of tins heart- bn men Ling pain'' The lion, groaning 
With pam, said, 

courii-T 

‘ A thorn lu“i buru d in nij he ni t, no in f illi i 'in reniovi 1 1 thi mo , 

And lo ' in> heart i' cluugi d to bbiinl, and iioiigbt inn dull its arlnng senw ' 

0 fox ' I have now a long time suffered agonies • h om this ciuel disease, 
and fioni this itching I waste away daily 3Iy body fioni attenuation 
has become like a hair, and not ,i hair is left upon it , and I know not how 
to euro this illness, or how to allay these sufferings A physician, in whose 
words 1 have complete confidence, has, indeed, lately prunoiuiced that I 
must eat the ears and heart ot an Ass, and that all other remedies will be 
unavailing Since thi'u 1 have been rendered anxious by the thought how 
this wish CQU be accomplished, aud by what stiatagcm of ray fncuda I can 
obtain this desired object’ The tox icplied, ‘Tl the royal command is 
condescendingly uttered, 1 that am the nearest of the attendants of the court 
will gird up the waist ot inijiuiy and step foiward on the road of si ai eh, and 
my hope is that by the blossmg of the imperial auspices and the happy 
influence of the perpetual fnitunc of the kiug, what is desired will be gained ’ 
The lion asked, ‘What kmd ot aitifiie hast thou imagined’ and what 
device hast thou read from the volume of imposturi' ’ ’ The fox auswered, 

‘ 0 king ' it occuis to me that it is impossible toi you to issue forth from this 
jungle, since, alter your body has been denuded of hair, and the glonousness 
of your beauty, and the majesty of your appearance, have suffered some 
deterioration , to move out aud exhibit yourselt to friends and strongerB 
would be injurious to the royal dignity and kmgly awe Wherefore, the 
advisable course appears to me to he this, that 1 should brmg the object of 
your desire into this jungle, in order that the kmg of the beasts may tear 

^ Lit ‘ And this thorn comos not forth from ni} hcait * 

^ Lit ‘ I drink blood from this ang’cr * 
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him to piece‘s, and at pleasure eat that which he may desire ' The liun 
replied, ‘ "Whence wilt thou bnng him ^ ’ The fox answered, ' In the 
vicinity of this wilderness there is a aprmg of water, which from its 
abundance resembles the sea of ’Uman,* and by its sweetness and punty 
represents the fountain of lite 

COUPLET 

Its rij)pka pure as bcautj’s chtuk, lU ivaics of life’s ovn swretnesb spcjk 

And a washerman comes there every day to wash clothes, and an Ass, which 
carncB burthens tor him, grazes daily around that spnng I’eihaps I may, 
by a stratagem, lead liim to this jungle Let the king, however, vow that, 
after eating his heart and ears, he will bestow the lest as alms on the other 
beasts ’ The lion vowed and piouused nceoiduigly, and confirmed his vt ords 
with on oath , and the fox, in hopes ot a plcntilul feast, directed his steps 
towards the spnng of water, and us soon as lie saw the Ass at a distance he 
pertormed the customary salutations, and licgun to address him in a soft 
voice, and politely opened the path ol conversation 

COUPI FT 

"Witb homed tongue, and Iniiguage soft .lud l.iir, 

Tliuu niaybt couduct a miimmulh- with u hair 

Ho then asked, ‘"W'liat is tlie cause that I see thee sutfeung and lean'’ Thu 
Ass lepht'd, ‘ This vi asherman is constantly imjiosiijg work on me, and 
neglei ts to take caie of me , 1 p<‘nsh of distress lor forage, and he cares not 
a gram tor it, and the haivest of iiiv life is almost lanied away by the wmd 
of extmotion, and he takes not ,40 much account ol it as of a blade of grass 

vruRL 

I've gut no kind friend to snpplj mj fiimiiie, 

Ol haj and barley I ne'er huird the name I’ui 
I'lidci this Iliad caih div inv bland divoming, 

I with in> tiingiir, nil night, then ilU am suiunng 
Hiprnaili im iiat, then, it I’m leien imd wasted 
For blond and dirt are all the looJ I’ve tasted ' 

The lox rephed, ‘0 simpleton* thou hast feet and the power of moving, 
why, then, d^st thou choose this diudgery, and why tarry thus miserably 
besot ^ ’ The Ass rejoined, ‘lam a notoiious bundle-can ler, and go where 
I wiU theie is no gottmg iicc of this toil Besides, I am not the only ass 
especially devoted to this labor all my brethren arc ovci taken in the same 
troubles, and groan under the hko huithcna 

COlIPLEr 

hack has of pain his fated poition none Cim liy free passport this ullotmcnt shim 


* The sea betwixt Ethiopia and India 

- ‘ Elephant’ in the original, a word never intended foi veisi 
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And after much consideration I have come to the firm conclusion that since 
the cup of trouble is to he quatfed everywhere, and the garment of vexation 
and endurance of sufiering to he put on in all places, I must rest quiet m the 
house oi some one, and not endure the reproach of fickleness for a hfe 
which, as it j)!isacs, disappoints our expectations 

HEMISTICH 

'Tis naught to wander on from door to door ’ 

The tox said, ‘ Thou ait wrong, 

HEMISTICH 

Thou caiist not die uf tamine, for I'm liu e 

In accoidancc With the text, ‘ Verihj God'a earth ii ypaeious^'' to the earth’s 
plain amjilc space has been giien , and the lojal ni.mdate, ' Go though the 
pflftA,”" was sent down for those who suffer oppiehsion and endiiie tyranny 

BlAN^l 

Go' iTiivil, should thy st.ition ]deasc thco not, 

Tliillor to mn\o fioni hein i‘ is no ilnfraii' 

And it too narrow he on oarth tliy lot, 

Thf i.irth God madi is no loutrai t. d sjniu ’ 

The Ass said, ‘ Let one go whore he will, he will obtain no more than what 
IS destined Wherelorc, to choose to he covetous, and on the lop of other 
loads to undcitake voluiitaiily the hardships of tiavcl, is tai lemoved from 
what 13 reasonable 

DISTICIIS 

Tin allotted jioitiou reaclii’s I'M ry su'hcT So 
Oui non impatniKi is our trouhli’s sjiniig 
God's hUssings fioclj to ,dl ireaturib ilow, 

Ills hands to all the destiiud bounty bring ' 

The fox said, ‘ These words have rcteiencc to an exalted state of rchance on 
God, and every one is not able to attam this lank The command of the 
Lord God (may His name he glorified ') was on that account issued, that m 
this world ot causes, subsistence Hhuuld be conveyed to each by the lutci- 
vcntion of some means, luid the tlauser of C'auseH, in respect to each one of 
those who subsist by Hini, displays m a ditferent maimer the means of 
supply 

HEMISTICH 

Strive thou to earn — all earners arc (ind'a friends 
And if thou art content 1 will take thee to a meadow, the ground of which, 


' Kur'hn, eh xxii 5fi , Sail, p JOl, 1 1 ‘0 my servants, who have believed, verily my 
earth is spaeious , wherefore aorvo me ’ 

‘ Kur'hn, ch vi 11 , Sale, p 92, 1 27 ‘ Say, Go through the earth, and behold what 
hath been the end of those who aciused our proiilnts uf imposture ' Vide also Sale, p 298, 
1 27, where the same exprcsHinii necurs, as also p 44 ot this booh where, by an error' 
p 82 of Bale is quoted for p 92 ’ 
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like the houBoa of the vendors of jewels, la adorned and lustroua with the 
radiance of a variety of gems, while its uir, like the tray of the perfumer, 
18 aromatized and scented by its fragrant bieeze with the odoi of the 
purest muak * 

VPMl! 

Its air di'ligtitanmo, ami its plains widi'-sprrad, 

Its trees fiuit-lurtlifiied, and tlxii bnuielics green 
Till' rose bri'utluH fragrant, and tke dole n’liliead, 

Murmurs its noomgs suit, — as when, bitnciii 

'I'wii loiers, lows me pledged, wliiie paitmg long has been 

And before to-day I have given mini e to another Uhs, and led him to that 
Edoii-hlie spot, and at this moment he walks proudlj", at peitect ease, in the 
expanse of freedom fiom caie, and beds in liapjimLss and health m the 
garden of seriirity and peace’ In short, the lox, employing his suhtlo 
language, uwed hutli whcedliiig-., and utteied sulIi cajolmgs, that the bread 
of his det eit \i as baked in the oven ol impostuie, and the cauldron of the 
Ass'h desiie began to boil iMtli \iuii longing, and lie said, ‘It is not right to 
tuin aside Irom tliy diiections, -nhich spnng fiom pmr fiiendship and 
compassion, noi allowable to diMcg.ird tlij iii|UiJctionH, winch are the essence 
of kmclnc'hS and comnusei alien 

I11.SII81IC11 

AMiath ii tlmu Ijiddist, with 7in lift* I’ll ilo ’ 

The tox went fiist, iiid bioughl him near the lion, who, fiom I'xccssivc 
engeniehs, sprang at him at once, ,iiid inHicfid a wound on him, lint ow mg 
to cxcihsuc weakness, faded ol his object The Ass tinned (u flight, and the 
lox, nstonisludat the Iccbb ness of the lion, began to repioach him, sajing, 
'■Well iiutv ’ what was the advantage cd uselessly toiiiicntmg an animaP and 
what end has been soiled iioiii bi'ing hasty in a matter, the oppoitumtj^ tor 
Lommeuemg which was net fleeting away' Piudeuce reejuiied thee to 
iLslrain thyself, and fimimss of purilose ]iumled out to thee not to lelimiuish 
the hold on the reins of option, bo as not to rejient in the end 

IlbMISTICII 

Of vhat eicjiil ri'pentaiieu nuw, wbtu things baiL passed be joud tlij powei ?' 

These words annoyed the lion, and he thought to himself, ‘ Jf I admit tliat 
I have not kept a gueud on my actions, I shall lay myself ojien to the charge 
of unsleadiness and want ot fixed purpose , and il I ehall have rccouise- to 
the temptations of appetito as my apology, I shall be hiandcd w itli greediness 
and levity and rashness , and if 1 eieknowledge my want of strength, the 
imputation of weakness eind impotence follows, and sundry bad conseejucnccsj 


* For the readiug of thee editions I would gladly Buhstltulo 5t/e niumi-i 'ambar shamlm-i 
i mutayj/ah la mu'attar, did the’ MSS allow it 

* Observe tins somewhat unenmmnn use of lamasmk jiiitan 
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which are not for thr public good, will result therefrom My advisable 
course IS not to reply to the fox, save roughly and with asperity, and to 
prohibit him from speaking thus in future ’ He then said, ‘ It is exces- 
sively disrcsperrlul for subjects to mqmrc into, or pry after, tho recondite 
intentiun of whaL kings do, whatevei that may be 

COUl'LET 

SiibmwMVi' how thy brad , why inidcllc thou with thih oi that ’ 

M’hat has tho jioor liiUr to do with iniiiidatrs of Ihc autoiiat ’ 

And the u,il cirrumstaiK'r'h ot thr actioiis of kings cannot he known to every 
one ot their Mryants 'J’he capacity of subji'cts is unable to comprehend 
that which the judgment ot monarchs requires, [as it la said] ‘ None hut 
th£U beaitg entry their hutthene ’ 

HFMISTICH 

Nut tu pcior quails tho fiilooii’'- craw holong'- 

(least' this questioning, and employ some striitagem that tho Ass may 
come hack, and thus the siuceiity of thy faith and the excess of thy 
fiiondship will he manifest to mo, .uid thou wilt he distinguished by my 
faioiiiblc notice and favor above thy peers and fellows ’ Then upon the 
to\ went again to the Ass, and with the utmost comtesy went through the 
customary benedictions and salutations The Ass turned away his face 
and said, 

COUl'LET 

‘ "I’were ehiiiiu to sutler fur a friend like thre, 

Who, faitlili'ss, dost but .um at trearhery 

0 wolthless deceiver' thou didst begin by promising me my fieedora, and 
in the end thou hioiightcst me into the claws of the lion 

HFMIHTK 11 

Till*' actian tnuld .iribt liom none hut tliet; 

The lox replied, ‘0 simple one* what Inncy hast thou formed, and what 
thought hast thou sufleird to pass through thy' mind*' The instant thou 
sawest the talisman, thou wast seared from the pursuit of the treasure , 
and, hetuie thou didst behold the aspeiity of the thorn, thou didst lelinquish 
the spectailc of the garden Know that what thou sawest is a talisman, 
which sages have made and excogitated by way of caution, on account of 
the heaals and reptiles which repose in this spot, because this meadow is 
adorned with a variety of delicious viands, and a diversity of exquisite 
fiuits And did this inagio spell not exist, wherever there is a beast in the 
world, it would come to this place, and the affairs of the mhahrtanta of 
this ivuldemoss would become embarrassed , and now, on account of this 
talisman, a great variety of animals do not resort to this secluded haunt , 
hut each one that comes hither, and beholds this shape and appearance 
which thou sawest, hovers no more about this meadow Thus the 
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inhabitants of this wilderness pass their time in fieedom from caxe, and 
in happiness And wo impart to every one, for whom we have a 
friendship, the mystery of this talisman, and wc make known the true 
state of this enchantment, which is nothing hut mere show, to him, in 
order that, without fear of distraction, he may attain to these incalculable 
blesBiiigs 

DlbriLllS 

‘ "W liat,' i[U»tli thi Fov, *■ .1 lion s(LiiH tn bi , 
but a tfilismjni iiid , 

For I, of wuikn Ir.inu tbiin thou iit, still 
Tlicn nipht ,iiiJ cl.i> fu'dhifil) it lu) will 
And, but for vmn pb.uituin’s gioundlftfs frai, 

Fdifh HutlLiing writih would H) lor relugo here, 

And 1 in tended to warn thee l)(‘toieh,md, that it thou slio oldest sec any- 
thing ol tile kind thou shoiildcst not he .ill aid But 1 was so tianspoited at 
meeting thee tliat it escaped my memory Xou that thou hast hill know- 
ledge of that rm])ty term, come back, since my directions wiU issue only in 
th\ honoi ’ Tn this maimer ho tempted and cajoled the unfoitunate Ass till 
he trod again the path of foUy, and, beguiled by his seductive prtsuasions, 
proceeded towards that jungle The fox went hofoie him, mid having con- 
veyed to the lion the good, tidings ol tlie Ass’s npjiroacli, besought him not to 
move from his place, and not to stepbejond the circle of dignihed repose 
Nay, he desued him net to hi'od the Ass at all, however neai he might pass 
by him until he should get luU iiovvcr anil a good opportunity to accomplish 
his pui pose The lion heartily assented to the fox’s advice, v\ huh wa.s so 
loyally gl\ eli, and stood on his leet m a coinci of the jungle like a niagiCol 
figure without life Then the fov said to the Ass, ‘ Come here ' that thou 
mayest see the re.il truth of this eni hantiiient, and mayest know that it is 
altogether incapable of motion, and devoid of all idea of doing mischief The 
Ass advanced boldly, and however near he gra.ccd to the lion he did not sec 
him move m the least By gentle degrees he heeamc accustomed to him, aud 
giadu.illy glow famili.ir with him, and being ultogithcr at his case, with 
reierenee to him, fell to work with the grass Then the luckless Ass, who had 
Bufleied a long time from msali.ahle hunger, on now boholdiug the table of 
invitation spicud before him, and on finding the tray of diimtus ready, began 
to eat, and did not jiull the rein until he leached the boiind.iry of repletion 
When he was q^mte full he lay down before the enchanted hon in the middle 
of the meadow Thereupon the lion, findiug him off his guiud, mncle a spring 
and tore open his belly This done, he said to the fox, ‘ Keep watch ' tilL I 
go to the spring of water and perform my ablutions, after which I will eat the 
heart and ears of the Ass, since the physicians have presenhed them as the 
remedy of this disease ’ The hon accordingly turned m the direction of the 
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foiintam, and the fox ate up the heart and ears of the Ass, which wore the 
daintiest parts of him When the lion had finished the requisite ablutions, 
and had returned, however much he searched for the lirait and pars, he could 
not find a trace of them He then said to the fox, ‘ Whole are these two 
parts, which are to cure me, gone ^ and who has taken them away ^ ’ The 
fox replied, ‘Hay the king live for ever’ this Ass had neither ears nor 
heiut, foi had ho had a heart, which is the place of the leason, he would not 
have hceu deceived tiy my artifices , and had he had eais, which arc the organa 
of heanng, he would, after having had ocular dnmonstration cf the terrors 
of your majesty, have distingmshed my false words fiom tho truth, and 
would not have come with his own feet to the edge of the giave ’ 

And I have adduced flu-- story in oidcr that thou may'est know that I am 
not without heart and ears, and thou hast not omitted any lefinement of 
artifice, hut by my own j)(iietiafioii and sigacity I have found tliee out, and I 
have excited myhclf much, so that m hen affairs had luHomr pciiloiis, they 
wcic smoothed again , and life nhich Ji.id i cat fled the lip, again shod the 
radiant e of animation over my tiamo 

COOPLFr 

Wtiuuded, ’twas not my fate In thee tn die , 
r.lst ttij sl( ru luait faded iiouglit in eruclty 

And hereafter hope not for conqiauioiibhip with me, and relinquish the idea ot 
my letum, whudi heloiigs to the impossibilities, and rest a,ssuie(l that, 

aUATlCUtf 

AVert thnu the moon, I'd gaze liaii on tho bky , 

The (j press weit thou, T’tl the gaidon quit 
Iluiig it on thee I’d lile itself not huv, 

Till u.imc I’ll Ill’ll rii.ill, noi tliuik of it’ 

The Tortoise aiisvveicd, ‘Thou say est the tiuth, and it is all one wliothei 
I protest 01 deny 1 oini 1 liave mflii led on thy heart a wound, which as 
long iis existence lasts, cannot be salved And the brand of perfidy and 
cruelty liaa so set its stamp on my countenance, that its crasion cntcis not 
into the aiea of possibility T feel that 1 must mulcc up my mind to quaff 
the bitter beverage of separation, and must oppose my body like a shield, to 
the poiauncd sword of parting 

TEUJE 

’’I’lurc tit that I 111 Woody tears should he, 

That I so true a friend have cast away , 

Whoe’er himself so wrecked his hopes as I ^ 

AlTio thus hiB ruin did himself assay > 

Though all my hfo I would forgiveness win, 

I eoald not purchase pardon for this sin ’ 

Thus he spake and downcast and shame-stneken turned hack, and during the 
rest of his life he hcwailed his separation from such a friend, and said. 
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COWLBT 

Fate wrote this cruel treatment m my lored companion’s lot, 

IClae, heaven forbid ' — the thought of wrong m my breast harbored not. 

This IB the history of one who, having acquired wealth or Becured a friend, 
loses him through folly or neglect, and so falls into perpetual remorse , and 
however much he heats his head, on a stone, or a stone on hia head, it is all 
in vain It behoves men of understanding to maku the instructions of this 
story the guide of their conduct, and to act a high value on a desired object 
when it IS gained, whether it bo worldly substance or a soul-bound friend 
Whatever ot this nature is let slip is not to be ro-acquircd by wishing, and 
regret and chagnn will prove unavailing 

STAN7A 

Pii?!' liigli a wnh<(l-for object, nlicn ’tia won, 

Nor let it /ilip, lest thou shnuldst fe'ol regret 
Full mem} a aiiindthrift, nben ble^ gold ih done, 

Must under waut'e. stem trials, cashless, fret 
For liy-gonc trfasuTCs hack shall ne'er return, 

Though clothes be rent and hearts with anguish bum 
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C'HAPTEll VI 

ON THE CALAMITOUS RESULTS OF PRECIFITATION, AND THE 
INJURIOUSNESS OF HASTE 

INTBODUCTTON 

The 'world-conqucnnf' king, distinguialung the clear -minded Brahman by 
the honor of his address, said, 

COUPLE r 

‘ rruiscd he thy soul ' in (iod’s' own si frets iiise 
I’raihid he thy words ' unTCiling nijstenes 

Thou hast nanated the story of one, who after scciinng the object of hia 
desire, chose to bo careless in preserving it, and hcnco the treasure passed 
from lus hands and ho was plunged in legict, and though panged ■with 
distress for hia bereavement,’ obtained nought but remorse and grid Now 
recount the talc of one acting precipitately in the pursuit of his desired 
object, and continuing devoid of the advantages ot counsel and deliberation, 
and point out m what such conduct and procedure bnally issued, and wliat 
truit men reap when they sow in the field of action the seed of haste ’ ’ 
The Brahman loosed his tongue m praise of the gicat king, and said, 

COUPLET 

‘King' still on thcc may ciitli's cnaitmenth nst. 

And all earth’s garden with thy rule he blest' 

Whoever bases not his actions on pafaence and steadinoss, and does not 
strengthen the foundation of his proceedings by firmness and constancy, the 
final tendency of hia doings is towards icpioach, and the conclusion of his 
affairs will issue m repentance And the most praiscwoithy quality with 
which the Most High God has adorned men, and by tlie blessing of which he 
has bestowed on mankind the grade of a dignified position, is, that graceful 
one, long-suffering, and that eminent virtue, constancy 

coupLtr 

Tationro is rcaBon’s treasury speak 

Of brutua and dciils when we niuiic the unnicek 

And they have cleverly said, as to this, ‘That if thou wilt convert Eilm it 
becomes Milh,'^ that is, meekness is the salt of the table of qualities Thus 

' Kun fakdn, ‘ Be, and it waa , ’ a title of the Deity 

’ Or, more literaRy, ‘ amercement,' ' mulct ' 

’ The word Aj,. hilm, ‘mcekueaa,’ read backward la ‘aalt’ Hence the 

witticism here ^ 
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when any one outstnpB hia peers in the acquisition of various excellencies, 
and cames off the hall of superiority from those of his tune in the display 
of numerous virtues , if he combine therewith, roughness and haste and 
levity, his other good qualities, like insipid food, are rehahed by none , nay, 
his frivolity and want of steadiness cause him to be regarded with aversion 
Thus it has been said, ‘ But if thou hadst been severe and hard-hearted, they 
had surely separated themselves from about thee ’ ' And notwithstanding aU 
those perfections which centred m his Holiness the Lord of created things, (On 
whom be the choicest blessings and moat perfect benedictions ’) he was 
graciously addressed ns follows, by the Lord of Lords, saying, ‘ 0 Muhammad ' 
if thou hadst been rough-tampeied and hard-hearted, and prone to anger and 
resentful, assuredly the legions of stars — as it is said, ‘ My companions are 
like the stars,' — which are now assembled round thee hke the Pleiades, would 
be dispel sed hke the daugliteis ot the Iher^ Moreover, the possessor of 
God's friendship, and the Pull Moon of Faith, Abraham the friend of God, (On 
our Propliet and on him be the blessings of The Merciful *) is praised for this 
quahty, there, where he says, ‘ Verily Abraham was pitiful and com- 
passionate ’ For the mild person is beloved of aU hearts, and the minds 
of high and low are all incluK'd towards liim 

COUPLET 

In patience reason's prop we see. And man disgraced by levity 

Precipitation is altogether ahon from men of sense, and the thoroughly wise 
man regards it as a temptation of the devil , as it is said, ‘ Patience is from 
Ood, haste from the devil,’ the meanmg of which they have thus explained, 

DlBTlCIie 

Hurry and roshnoss from tte devil Hpriu^, 

But patience, meekness, arc from Heaven^B Kin^ 

See from God's hand creation blow arise, 

And SIX days' labor claimed by earth and skies 
Else with two letters * He possessed the mi^ht, 

Sudden to make new worlds' upstart to li^ht 
Lo ' in this course instruction to us sent , 

‘Use patience, for with it auccesa is blent ’ 


' Kur'kn, El ui 1S3 , Sale, p 60,1 14 The same quotation occurs at p 2 note of 
this translation, qv Through a typographical error the page of Sale is there given 30 
instead of 60 

^ The constellation of the Bear ’ See note 1, page 279 

^ Kur’hn, El ii 115, Mar 117, Sale, p 162,1 20 ‘Neither did Abraham oak for- 
givonoas for his father, otherwise than in pursuance of a promise, which ho had promised 
unto hun but when it hocame known unto him that he was an enemy unto God, he 
declared himself clear of him Yerily Abraham wsa pitiful and compassionate ’ 

* That IS, with the k and n m hun, * be,' as in the common title of the Deity, ' Be, and 
it was ' See the preceding page, note 1 
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And whoever in his proceedings surrenders the reins of choice to the grasp of 
precipitation, assuredly m the end hia affairs will draw towards contrition, 
and the issue of his doings wiU be disappointment and regret 

COLPLlT 

Who durta to aft without due thought and cure, 

A\ ill sink at last in sorrow uud despair 

And there aic many anecdotes and innumerable stones a-propos of this 
Bub]ect which arc wntten and commemorated in the pages of nocturnal 
conversations and elegant annals, and among these is the story of the Holy 
Man, who rashly stepped into the plain of pieiijutatc action, and, staining his 
hands with innocent blood, destroyed ' the unfortunate Icbni'umon , wbich 
displays the ill effects of this precipitation ‘ The king asked, ' How was 
that 


STOllY J 

He said, ‘ They ha\c lelated that ff Devotee altci long celibacy'' desired to 
put in practice the injunction, ‘ Matnuiony is my commandment, therefore he 
v'ho turns away from my commandment is none of mine,' and act iii accordance 
TV itb the mandate close rviiig of obc-dience, ’Mairy and heyet children' lie 
therefoie conferred with one of the pious men of the tune, and asked his 
blessing and his permission The devotee [whom he addiessed] icspcnUed, 

‘ Thou hast foimed a very piaiscwoithy project, since matrimony is beneficial 
as relates to siibsistcnre here, and is perfectly advantageous and protective m 
matters of religion, and by it is obtained a sateguaid to household chattels, 
and, moreover an abundance of children, from which results a continuance of 
one’s name 

STANZV 

Nf'ir on a luan does radiant fortune Emilr, 

Till a Bjifiuac light home'', chcenng lamp for him 
rass net thv life a reliliatf, the while 

Thou mighlest, hird-like, those glad gardens skim. 

Where pleasures rcigu, and jotb the goblet hrim 

Nevertheless use thy endeavors to secure a tender partner, and avoid an 
unsuitable companion ' The Devotee asked, ‘ What sort of wife ought one to 
make choice of The other replied, ‘A wife that is affectionate, and prolific, 
and sedate, that is to say, one that holds her hushand dear, and brings him 
many children, and avoids crime And a viituouB wife bestows new light on 
every house into which she enters 


' Lit ' Gave hia head to the wind ' 

s The Dictionary givcB for styahat ouly ‘ driving,' ‘ urging onward ' 
^ This meaning of tajarrud hai been omitted in the Dictionary 
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fiTAMZA 

Sweet IS the conrerao of o Tirturms wife , 

Happy his fate who sueh a spouse posscsaea , 

Who aids him here and in hia future 1 -fo 
Companionship man’s lot hero truly hlesaea, 

When fortune grants a fiiend, our trouble leaa la ’ 

Thn Devotee a&kerl, 'The Hociety of what wife ought we to shun^’ The 
other repbod, ' Three kinds of waves ought to be avoided, a widow anxious to 
marry again , a w'oman who plaees her husband under an obligation , and a 
eomplaimng woman Now the first is one who has bad a husband before 
thee, and has been separated fiom him by death or divoreo, and ever remurna 
longing to regain his sociefy The second is one who possesses property, and 
effects, and wlio, by hei wualtli, imposes on tlicc an obligation The third la 
a w'lte who, when she sees thee, sjioaks with a feeble voice, and feigns herself 
to he il] when she is not, and Llw sight of such a wale is a lenewal ol death 
evciy hour 

\riiBF 

In L good man's housi an eid wife 
Is his lull above in tlu» present life 
From a linen will protiit us wi 11 , 

Ain't (i«, 0 (I'rirf ' Jiom till jiaiiiH of lit!!' ' 

•Again the Devotei wlio wished to niairi, uski d, (If what age shall I 
choose a wile The othei repliid, ‘ It must be a young maiden of tender 
jcais, smee old women steal away the loses lioin the iheik, and converse 
with them bungs on debility and wciikinss 

srASZA 

The M ifi , u hose h.u k is i rooked as ,i bow , 

Tlir miud is liki an an on, straight, ' thnuTt leaiii 
(jirls, who, while \oimg, do nought hut piy bistoiv, 

111 thiir old age to diadlj poison turn 

And wiles, fiom ten years old to twenty years, aie places of secuuty and 
promise , and tiom twenty to thirty ye.ns, they are the solace ol the heaits ol 
and lovers, and the delight of the souls ol those who cageily puisne them, 
then Irom thirty to foity years, eouliolloih ol the piupiity and the thildreu, 
und displaycie also ol high feelings, and tromlortylo titty yeais they aim at 
name and reputation, and employ on those picsciit, uilificcs and finesse But 
after they have passed fifty ycais, they become dark calamities, and the 
destruction of propeity and rank, undwitheied gardens, and rum-penetiuted 
mansions, and fallow fields, and serpents witliuiiL licastiir, and mines of 
trouble and annnoy ance 

' These hues uri nuoti cl from the ‘ Gulisthn,' di u , stuiy 32, (p 131 of iiij translation) 

^ ‘ Htniiglit,' IS hire on odvirb to ‘ thou'lt leuiii, not im uiljtitiii agruiugwith 'arrow' 
The orieinai IS mtontionallv Uluhiguous liLte, thus affoiding a plui oa wuriU, as if, while 
her bock w'as trookcj the woman's iiuiid was stnught 
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VBB£E 

Wives, that on that aide fifty tread, 

’Twero beat to ahun, by stepping on this aide 
For, though one may from fifty's claws have fled, 

'Tia hut, at last, to aiity to ho tied ' ‘ 

The queBtionmg Devotee ogam asked, ‘ "What sayest thou 
good looks ’ ’ The other replied, ‘ The heat thmg in 
■women la chastity and amiahility If to these be added 
beauty it la like adding hght to bght 

COUPLET 

All hoi) spirits will that form aurroimd. 

Where hcauty, (.haatity, and worth aro found 

But a beautiful and comely woman, if she be -unanuablc, la a mortal 
calamity and a perjietual source of annoyance , while an amiable woman, 
although she be jilam-featurcd, la a kmd companion and an ornament of 
the family 

VERSE 

A kindly partner, and a gontle fneiid, 

E on though not fair, — docs yet the eyes illume 
But not thy heart to a rroas mistress lend. 

Though flowers beneath her foutsteps deem to bloom 

And two or three couplets from thc'Eesults of Meditation,’ composed by 
that iJlustnouB author, which relate to this subject ought to be borne 
in nund 

YFHBE 

A modest, chaste, and an obedient wife. 

Lifts her poor husband to a hmgly throne 
What though tte bvelong day with toils bo rifi ' 

The solace of his cares at night 's his own 
If she be modest, and her words he kind, 

Mark not her beauty, or her want of grace. 

The fairest woman, if deformed m mind, 

Will in thy heart's aifections find no place 
Dazzling as Eden's beauties to the cyo. 

In outward form , foul is her face within 
Better in dimgeon, bound with chains, to he. 

Than mark at home a wife of frowning men 
Better bore feet than pinching shoes The woes 
Of travel are less hard than broils at home 
Contentment's door upon that mansion close. 

Whence wiaiigUng women's high-pitchcd voices come 
Be woman's eye to stiangcrs blind , to those 
Abroad, let it be dark as in the tomb ' 

' That IS, If a man survive thn society ol a wife who has riachcd fifty, his fate la oulv 
the more deplnrahle, for she will glow older and uglier every dav 


as to beauty and 
the matter of 
the blcBBing of 
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In short, after extensive inquiry and infinite poms, the Devotee, through the 
aid of his lofty fortune, and the help of his noble spirit, obtained a wife of a 
great family and an lUustnous stock The reflection of her countenance gave 
radiance to the morn, and the hue of her curhng ringlets aided the perfumer 
of evening m mtensifymg his gloom The azure sky had never beheld her 
equal, save m the mirror of the sun , and the ewift-sightcd limner of the 
imagination had ne’er looked on the like of her lovely semblance, save in the 
world of dreams 

VERSP 

The jflontfi of tliy sunny cheek the world of beauty warmly kiss , 

1 jkc the full moon, thou hist arisen amid the sky of lovcUniss , 

Thy tountenaiicc the brightest rose, thy form ilie fairest i ypriss is , 

That ever grew m beauty's bower, or 'mid the flowers of LOinelmeas 

And, together with this beauty of form, she was adorned with excellence of 
disposition, and the graces of her body were set off by those of hei mmd 
The Devotee, in his daily prayers, returned thanks for such a blessing , and 
having thus commenced his intercourse ■with that partner whose face 
resembled the beauties of Eden, he desired to beget a son And no wise 
person bases his desire foi cluldicn on meie sensual appetite, noi yields his 
body to tile task aiive in quest of a vntuous son, ■who, m procunng tlie 
blessings asked lor by prayer, is equivalent to the peipetual offering of alms 

COIJl'LEr 

Fiani u nmna's pain, and what man's tuil has duat, 

Is fcprnnd the fair aniusdnent of a son 

And when on mteiial had passed, and the desired event did not happen, the 
Devotee, losing hope, began to place tlu' face of supplication on the ground of 
entreaty, and to let fly ttio ariow of jiiuyei fiom the bow of sincerity, and 
since ho was altogether ubsorheJ m the path ol prayer, occoiding to the 
saying, ‘ If7io heareth the afflicted uhen he calleth upon him,' * the shaft of his 
supplication rcai hod the target ot aeeeptancc 

DISTICHS 

The man, ■wliusc heart ts mudirate and puie, 

His prayer u.i(h the All-(jluriuus One, be huic 
llapt from huiisclt, tlie prayer is not bis own, 

The prayer he uttns is fiom God alone 
Vain ib the ertaturr, but the prayer is tiuo, 

Divine the prayer, and the ouceptaiice too 

Then after biB despair the gates of the heavenly favor were opened with 
the keys of mercy, and the wife of the Devotee became pregnant Greatly 

* Kur’hn, ixvii 63, Sale, p 288, 1 2 * Is there any other God equal with the true 

God ? yet thi greatci part of them know it not Is not he more worthy who heareth thp 
alhictod, when he calletn upon him, and takoth off the evil, which distresscMl him , and who 
bath mode you the sucLeesors of your furcfalkcTs in the eajth^ 
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did tho holy man rejoioB, and hia wish waa all day long to renew the mention 
of his son, and, aitci the performance of his daily devotions, his tongue did 
nought but utter his name One day he said to hia wife, ' 0 partner of my 
hfe, and ayinjiathLAing friend ' may it qiuekly happen that tho prmcely pearl 
may reach the shore of mnniteatation, from the shell ot thy womb and that 
a fair son may stop giacefully from the cabmet of the unseen to the plain of 
evidence, and that I may give him a good name and a becoming title Then, 
may I next engage to the utmost ot my powci in his education and instruc- 
tion, that he may learn the precepts ot the law, and that I may exert myself 
fairly in correcting and improving his manners So will he become adorned 
with the demeanour vhidi is tittiug for a spiritual walk in hfe , and thus, in 
a short time, rise to till an emmciit station in tho faith, and be a venorated 
leader possessed of inirnculous gifts 1 iviU then wed him at the proper 
season to a religious lady, and irom them will spring children and giand- 
children, and through this Idcssed channel our seed will be perpetuated, and 
our name will, by means of our desoendants, endure on the page of existence. 

STAN/A 

Itis nami', iMlh rolling tinio, will tmle on, 

Wild loan's his owa lacinorial in a son 
Ili'iici inon n rail the memory of a shell 
Through the rail purl, oni t tenant ot its lell ’ 

The ttife replied, ‘Sweet fneud and venerable leadei ot the faith ' these 
words befit not a posture of adoration on the carpet of piayei, noi do they 
demand the ejaculation ot tlianlisguings In the first place, thou hast set 
thy mind on a son, anti it is possible that 1 may not beai a child, and if I 
should, it IS likewise possible that it may not be a male, and though tins 
should he the case, it is again possible that it may not Miiiviie nor be blessed 
with life 111 short, tlit' rnncliision of this affaii is not to be disteruLd, and 
thou, like a besotted \isionarj , hast taken tlij' scat ou the steed of desiic, 
and galloped the couisei of thy hope — hke foolish peisons infatuated with 
their own longings — m the jilain ot expei tation 

Rl AJ.7A 

Thou caii5t not speed by hope and mere desire, 

Nor hr loud talk and boasting aiiglit effei t 
Thousands, lonsiiim'd with longings vain, cxpirL, 

And fortune grants them nought their hearts expect 

And thy words resemble the conduct ol that lUligiuus Man, who besmeared 
his own face and liau mth honey and oil’ The Deiolee inc|uired, ‘How 
was that 
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STOEY II 

She said, ‘ They have related that a pioua man had a house in the vicinity 
of a merchant, and lived happily through favor of his neighborly kindncsa 
The merchant continually bold honey and oil, and made hia piohtg by that 
truffle in unctuoub and sweet commodities Tnasmuih as the pious inin 
lived a blameless life, and ever sowed in the field of hia guileless heart the 
seed of the love of God, the merchant reposed implicit i:onhdenc'c in him, 
and took the supply of his wants upon himself And m this very thing 
IS the use of riches, — to win oiei the heaits of the poor, and to raise up a 
perpetual provision from perishable wealth 

rOUPLlT 

\V ill, fl IK h in 111 ' the hi'iiit’h hue of the poor. 

Tor gdldcii triaiiius arc a flu tm; store 

The merchant, too, considering the oppoif unity ol doing good a blessing, 
sent every day somewhat finm the block, in the buying and sclliug of which ho 
was occupied, foi the support ot the Devotee The liittei used somewhat of 
this and stored up the rest in it coiiiei In a short time a lar wms filled by 
these means One (lay the jiious man looked into that ]ai, and thought 
thus to liimselt, ' 'W'l'll, now ' what cjuaiitity ot Imncy and oil is colleetecl in 
this vesseP ' At last he lonpetiiiid ten mans to be tlieie, ,ind said ‘If! 
tan sell these tor ten diianis, I c.in bu) foi that sum ti\c e wes, and tlit'se five 
wull each have young every six months, and t'atli mil h.ne two lambs 
Thus in a j'car theie will be tn i iify-ii\e, and in ten aeais fioni Iheii piogtiiy 
tliere will be lieuls ujion he ids So lie the sc means 1 shall hai c an abunelaiit 
supply, and will sill some', leiitl lay in ti liniidsuuie stock ot tuiiiituit', and 
wed a wife of a noble lamiU After nine iiioutlis, 1 shall hiive a "-on born 
to me, who will study .scicnee and polite maniierb llowevei, when the 
weakness of infancy is cxtliiiiged for the stieiigth of joiith, iiiel tint giacetul 
cypress glows uji m the gudeii of manhood, it is jiroliable llial lie may 
transgiess niy ordcis, and begin to be retiaeloiy, and iti that rase it iviU be 
necessary for me to eoiiect him, anti 1 will do so with tins ten stall which 
I hold in mv" band lie then lilted up his staff, and w as so immersed in 
thought, that, fiincymg the lieiitl and neck of his lebellinus sou liefoie him, 
he brought down the staff, and shuck it em the lar ol ho]ie\ and oil It 
happened that the jar was placed on a shelf, beneath which he sate with it 
facing him As soon as his staff reached the jai, il broke it, anti let out the 
honey and oil all ovei the head and face and lest and hair of the pious inim 

HlMlnllCll 

ill silu'iius At nin I clissuhffl tiMrf\ 
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And I have adduced this tale in order that thou mayest know that with- 
out positive certainty it does not do to plunge into such projects as these, nor 
IS it right to be led on by ‘Would that'’ and ‘Perhaps,’ and ‘Haply,’ and'It 
may be ’ They have said, too, that when any one takes ‘ If,' and ' Perchance, 
for his partner, the offspring will be sure to be ‘ W ould that 1 had not ' ’ 

coupnrT 

' If,' was tn ‘ It may he,’ in wr diock given. 

The child that sprung from them, nan, ‘ Would to heaven ' ' 

It behoves a wise miin not to base his proceedings on mere imagination, 
nor to admit into his heait vain thoughts, which resemble the lU-omened 
temptations ot the devil 

SlANPl 

Long yours wo hc homed that in time’s oiniaid toiirse, 

Oi thus, or tlins, hlionld be tin Issiil -I'hen, 

Our rule in such a region thoiild liiiiL lone, 

Or gold nr silver treuauns meet om kin, 

At length wo leurned that this was idle thoughi, 

God's mil alone is to (Usteiiri brought ’ 

The Devotee received this advice wnth the car of his soul, and was roused 
from the sleep of seLf-decoit, and abandoning those woids, no liuigei indulged 
m unwarrantable expectations Put when the time ot gestation was con- 
cluded, and the jieriod of the imprisonment of the fudus m the womb was 
finished , a son of fair visage and lovely form was bom, such tliat the tokens of 
beauty and accomplislumuts bespoke his pcrfeihon, and the signs of admir- 
able gifts shone and gleamed on the forehead of his eundition The Devotee 
beheld the morn of hope begin to smile fiom the dawmng-place of desire, 
and the nightmgrile of liib pleasuie commenced singing on the rose-shrub of 

joy 

COUPLET 

A fair gem fnira the hniindlcss uta of fliair, was bi ought to light, 

Gpon tlic hky of Law divmc a new star glittcird bright 

The Devotee indulged m raptures at the beauty of his son, and fulfilled a 
variety of vows which hc had made , and girdlDg up his loins in attendance 
on his son’s cradle night and day, drew thiough other matters the pen of 
obhvion, and expended aP his energies in [promotmg] his growth and 
strength, and grace and treshness and vigor 

COUPLET 

How long shall I on thro bestow ray breath like mom’s young brcepc f 
That thou mayest blossom like a rose, to gladden and to please 

One day the mothn of the child dcbinng to take a warm bath committed 
him, with many mj unctions, to the cure of his father, who, besides, had 
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nothing else then to do Some time passed, and a confidential person, sent 
by the kmg of the country, came to request his attendance, and there was no 
possibility of delay He was, of necessity, compelled to go out of the house 
Now they had an Ichneumon, in whose charge they left the house, and 
through him their minds were altogether sot at ease , and he used to display 
the utmost exertion in ridding them of noxious reptiles, and beasts that bite 
or stmg The Devotee came out and left the Ichneumon with his son To 
be short, no sooner had he left the house than a large snake showed itself 
near the cradle When the Ichneumon saw that dart-like, armour-weanng 
snake, and that malignant creature swift to wrath, which, when quiescent, 
assumes the shape of circle — that arrowy-pacod reptile, which at times, hke 
a curved bow, joins its extremities,' — 

STANZA 

straight ns n dart, anon, like buiklor, round , 

Aiiun in nnose-like circles (Icuvb Us form ' , 

No cloud withm, two lightnings forked are lound,^ 

No sea, but wares roll the re- -a mimic storm, 

making for the ciadlo, and intending to kiU the child, it leapt 
up, and seizing his throat, iropnsoncd him in the ring of the noose 
of death, and, by the blessed influence ot its defence, the boy escaped 
horn tliat whirlpool of destruction Shortly alter, the Devotee returned, 
and the Ichneumon, smcdrod with blood, run to meel him, in exultation at 
having done a good deed The Devotee iinagnied that it had lulled his 
son, and that these stains were tiom his blood The fire of wrath was 
kindled in the stove ot lus hcait, and the smoke of juccipitation entered 
the upertme of liis brain, and his reason, thiough the niurkmcss ot the 
fumes of rashness, — which like the cloud of tjTanny, is the cause of 
darkening the woild, — eovcicd its face with the veil oi concealment Iltfore 
inc[mnng into the matter, or examining into the real state' of the ease, he 
smote down his staff on the lehneumon, and broke the vertebiae of its 
back, and knocked its head into the casket of its chest Eut when ho 
entered the house he beheld the child sleeping in solety in the ciadle, and 
a huge serpent lying there torn in pieces Then the smoke of remcisc ascended 
from hi8 heart, and he began to smite his breast with the stone of 
regret, and (oraplaining and lamenting said, 

COUrLBT 

Hcruaftc r, I amt grief an one, iiiid every man tlii§ well must su , 

For me to )mvr a cheorM hDOrt, imjinssible aiul stiaiigo w mild be 


' Tile letter 1 ahf lOBcmblei the serpent when straight, but the latter when coiled up 

18 like the sign ■' ^ mm, which denotes that the letter is qiimcent Such ib the meaning 
of this frigid metaphor 

‘ That 18, ‘ the tongue ' 
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Alas * that the fire of this distressing accident cannot be extinguished by the 
water of excuses, and that the dart of the shame of this troublous transaction 
will not be repelled by the shield of extenuation ’\^Tiat unjust action 
19 this that I have committed ' and what unsuitable act is this that my 
hands have done ' 

CUUl’LET 

'Ti 9 right that 1 my blood should drink, in shame for this distiess, 

’Tia fit that I my life resign foi this n ihappineas 

Would to God that this son had ncter Lome into existence iiom nonentity, 
and that I had not set my lore and atfections upon him ' so that this 
innocent blood would nut bare be on slicd on this accouut, and I should uot 
hare happened to emh.iik in this unholy husniess And n hat answer shall 
J give to my (’reatur tor tins, that I hate iaiisel(‘ps]y destjoyed one that 
dwelt in the Siime house with mi', and h.ne sl.iiii tlie gmitlian ot mj 
home, iiud the protectni ut my beloved son, without reason ^ And what 
excuse can I offei to my ielloM-iieatuics foi lliis^ And, hereafter, the 
chain of consuie will uot lx mnoMil tioiii inv iieil^, and the wntiug ot 
mtaiDT will net Cl be obhteratid lioin the p.ige ot int aifnis 

coiirin 

Ml niimc ,m ousigu n fin ill ri'pio.iih and i.iliinini, 

Would that that uaiiio Mas lust, iiiii sign inn ti u\ n iii.mnd o( me ' 

The iJevotee writhed uiidoi those thoughts, and wcjit piteuuslj at this 
distress and attliLtiou , and whin his wile letiiincd und bt held this slate of 
thmgs, she loused the tongite ot repiojeh and Siiid, 

iirMisaiLii 

' Thssi rini'ltus f nrri'r knew thi'c use 

Pray, is this thy thiinkluliiLSs loi the dnine blessing in bestowing on thee 
thus, by an unusual merty, a sou iii tillin' old iigi ' and onglitest tliou thus 
to show Illy gratitude lor God’s grace in delneiing thj darling troin the 
deadly wwund of the snake'' The Devotee, -with a loud exclamation of 
sorrow, icplit'd, ‘Dear truiid' spiale not (o me thus, 

IIEMISIICH 

For qiii'shons pang ini', ,inil u'pliti ahnuh 

I, too, am aware that 1 have been ncglccttiil in the pprlnrmance ot the 
thanks due to God, and in the leeugmtinu of the value of His meshmable 
benefits, aud that 1 have swerved liom the atiaight path of patience, 
which IS the road of those who traiel in the way ot 'Let God alone h thy 
stay >' And now, by reason ot my impatience and iinthankfulness, 1 am 
neither named in the register of the enduring, nor inBcnbed in the page 
of the grateful, and thj reproach at the present moment is like a sting 
infliLtc'd on a pait already wounded, oi using salt as the ointment foi a soic 
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COnPLl’T 

Wlic'ii loi ers’ hcuts arc rent in pieces, taunting, added to their woe, 

Are like wounds with sahru giren, whnh with the hcliIIl's point they sew ’ 

The wife said, ‘ Thou ajieakcBt truth, there is no advantage, now, m 
reproaches, and fi'oni this action that thou hast done, there is this expenence 
to be gleaned, that the conclusion of rashness is lepentanee and shame, that 
levity and mstahility, in all matters, is repiehen&ible , and that he who acts 
precipitately, is suie to he excluded tioni his object 

COUTLFT 

From Ahr.iiiiau' ill deeds and rashness came , 

These ping the spirit and athiit tlie fi ame 

And thou art not the only one that has fallen into this snare and opened this 
dooi of mischief upon hirasdf, for ere this, many such occurrenecs have 
happened, and innumerable similar mtideiita have taken place Thus 1 have 
heaid that a lung put his imotlcnding Hawk to death, and for years his 
heart was consumed with the fire ot legiet, and liis hi east inflamed with 
the hurning ol icpentiince ’ The devotee .isked, ‘ How was that ' ’ 

STOHY III 

iShe said, ‘Theyhau related that in ancient limes there was a King 
fond of hunting He was eiergiiing reuis to the coiusei ol Ins desiro in 
the pursuit of gaiiu', iiud ivas always casting the Irisso ot gladness over the 
neck of sport Now this King had a Hawk, ivho at a single flight could 
brmg down the Siraurgli (loni the peak ot Kaf,’ and in teiror of whose claws 
the constellation Aquila kcjit himself close m tlic green nest of the sky 

VEIINI 

Whin that hold falcon ■■hi Idled his pinums wide, 

IIlmm n’h Losom ^\afc pui(«d thrcingli witli diiiaJ, 

AVliLii to tlu sky ^ith up^aid flight he hied, 

The oaglo of the hplims his huthers shed 

And the King had a prodagious fondness foi this Hawk, and always cared 
for it with Ins own hands It happened that one day the Monarch, holding 
the Hawk on his hand, had gone to the chase A stag leapt up before him 
and he galloped alter it with the utmost eagerness But he did not succeed m 
coming up with it, and became separated from his retinue and servants, and 
though some of them followed him, the king rode so hotly that the morning 
breeze — which in the twinkling of tho eyo encircles the world — could not 
have reached the dust he raised, nor could the north wind in spite ol its 
velocity, attain to the dust of his horse’s hoofs 


‘ The spmt of evil, uccording to tho creed of the flre-worahippers 
‘ The heading of this story has heon omitted in the index of the printed edition 
■I Mount Caucasus 
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COnPLBT 

Unmoasuicd has thy swiftnons been So swift, no truce of thee la seen ' 

Meantime tlie fire of his thirst was kindled, and the intense desire to dnnk 
overcame the King Ho galloped his steed in every direction, and traversed 
the desert and the waste in rearch of water, until he reached the skirt of a, 
mountain, and behold that from its sumniit limpid water was trickling The 
King drew forth a cup which he had m his quiver, and riding under the 
mountain filled the cup with that water, which fell drop by drop, and was about 
to take a draught, when the Hawk made a blow with his wing, and spilled all 
the water in the goblet The King was vexed at that action but held the cup 
a second time under the rock until it Mas brimful He then raised it to his 
lips again, and again the Hawk made a movement and ovci threw the cup 

lIEMIbTICB 

Drought to till Up they thin forbid the draught 
The King, rendered impatient by thus t, dashed the Hawk on the ground, and 
killed it Shortly after a stirrup-holder* ot the Kmg came up and saw the 
Hawk dead, and the King atlmst He then undid n water-vessel * fiom his 
Boddle-cord, and washed the cup clean, and was about to give the King to 
dnnk The latter bade him ascend the mountain, as he had the strongest 
inulmation for the pure water which tnckled trom the rork , and could not 
wait to ooUcct it in the cup, drop by chop, und therefore ho desired the 
attendant to fill a cup with it, and tome down The atirrup-holdcr ascended 
the mountom and beheld a spring hke the eye of hard-hearted misers, giving 
out a drop at a time with a bundled stintings, and a huge serpent lay dead 
on the margin of the fountain , mid as the heat of the sun had taken effect 
upon it, tlie poisonous saliva mixed with the water of that mountain, and it 
trickled drop by drop doivii the rock The stimip-holdcr was overeomc with 
horror, and came down from the mountain bewildered, and represented the 
state of the case, and gave tin king a cup of cold Mmter from his ewer The 
latter raised the cup to his lips, and his eyes overflowed nuth tears 

coiipcrT 

A little water then he drank , the burnings ef his heart were stepped , 

Thi fluid that his lips imbibed, bnik from his flooding cyiUds dropped 

The attendant asked the loason of his weeping The kmg drew a cold sigh 
from hiB angmshed heart, and said, 

CO irPLET 

‘ Bo deep my grief, that I to none can tell the secret of my woes , 

And yet my tale is such, that I must still my lips perforce unclose ' 


* The nkdbdar is a running foetman, who sometimes assists huuself when the pace is 
groat, or the journey long, by holding the stirrup of the grandee whom he attends 

* The niiiharah is a vessel with a spout from which they pour water in making their 
ablutions 
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He then related m full the story of the Hawk and the spilling of the water 
in the cup, and said, ‘ I grieve for the death of the Hawk, and bemoan my 
own deed in that without inquiiy I have deprived a creature, so dear to me, 
of life ’ The attendant replied, ‘ This Hawk protected thee from a great ponl, 
and has established a claim to the gratitude of all the people of this country 
It would have been bettci if the Xing had not been precipitate in filayrng it, 
and had quciirhcd the lire of wrath with the watei of mildness, and had 
turned bock the icins of the coiiiser of his passions with the vigor of 
endurance, and had not triinsgi essed the monition of the wise, who have said, 

(oupiFr 

Do not the cimrsir of tlivailf so strain, 

That thou caiist not, at iviU, draw in the rein ’ 

The Xing replied, ‘ I repent of this unseemly action, but my repentance is 
now unavailing, and the wound of this soiTow cannot he healed by any 
salve , and as long as I live 1 shall retain on niy bosom the scar ot this 
regret, and laceiate the visage of my feelings with the nail of renioise 

HEMISTICH 

tVhat laii I do ’ the deed was mine fui silf-nudi ills theie is no rure ’ 

And I have adduced this stoty m ordei that it mtiy be known that many 
such incidents have oecuned, where, through the disastieus results of pio- 
Lipitation, men have fallen into the whit Ipool of repentance, and, owing to 
their abandoument ot delibeiate and cautious piocedure, have sunk m the 
vortex of calamity 

VEiisr 

Men witliniit grmity soon pa-s anay 
Man's natuie sliould he stahli as a rnik 
Soon duis the lightning’s suddni Hash decay, 

And base minds only laiiiiut hear a shock 
And he who ii ts in haste iiiithiiikiiigly, 

Cruslicd hj dis.istcr’s stone Ins glory's haae shall be ' 

The Devotee replied, ‘ U partner oi my bfc, and ornament of my exist- 
ence ' thou hast consoled mo with this story, and salved my wounded heart 
And I know that I have many to share with me this guilt, and just as their 
stones have been recoidcd on the page of time, so shall iny tale also be 
narrated So that, whoever is incautious m bis actions, and participates not 
in the advantages of gravity and placidity, may be warned by this narrative, 
and denve a salutaiy' lesson fiom this history 

This IS the story of one who, without deliberation, comes the mtention 
of domg anything mto execution, and engages in a matter without thought 
And it behoves a man of understanding to make expenence his guide, and to 


^ Observe this somewhat UTlusual sense of 'itrfdr 
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furbish, tho mirror of his judgment with the directions of sages and the 
admonitions of the wise, and on all occasions to inchno towards reflection and 
counsel, and to turn away fiom the path of rashness and levity, in order 
that good fortune and prosperity may, m abundant and successive waves, 
reach the shore of his happiness, and the help ol welfare and good gifts may 
be added to his virtues and courage 

STANZA 

Wouldst thou hi'ar off the hall of joj mth effort's crooked hat. 

Then to the hand of paticnco thou thy heart's rims yield 
Urge not the loursor of neglect on hurry's plain, for that 
Will hull tlieo donn at last, disgiaeid upon tho field 
Hiiatc thee will into peril plunge — that, though a rentury 
I'lioii stiufglost on, thou nevir wilt thjself thenre fret 
Then be not rash, nor fioin thr glass of lalmnoss turn thinr eye, 

For wibduui tun lu calm and patience only be * 
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CHAPTER Vn 

OF VIGILANCE AND DELIBERATION, AND OF ESCAPING FROM 
THE INJURIES OF FOES ■ 

INTHOnUCTION 

The king said, ' I have heard the story of a person who thoughtlessly and 
unreflectingly threw himself into the sea of regret and repentance, and 
through impatience and want of endurance, was caught m the snare of 
penitence and remorse Now, if oouvement, detail to me the purport of the 
Seventh Precept , and narrate the story of a person captuicd by his enemies , 
and explain the history of one surrounded by powerful foes, both on the left 
and on the right, and before and behind, and against whom many opponents 
have risen up, who, rushing upon him, rut him off on all sides Thus 
he beholds himself in the claws of destruction and the giasp of rum, and 
deems it requisite to form a eonnection and friendship with one of them , 
nay, to enter into a treaty and agreement w'lth him, m order to oscape safely 
Say how shall he advance in this matter ^ and when, by the aid and 
assistance of one of his euemies, he obtains liberation from that calamity, 
how IS ho to fulfil his promise ^ And after having made the first courteous 
overtures, by what contrivance is he to keep open the path of concord^’ 
The Brahman rephed, ‘In general, friendship and enmity are not durable, 
because they are tor the most part accidental, and that which is accidental 
quiekly perishes Consequently many friendships decrease with the lapse 
of time I nay, become entirely annihilated In the same manner enmities, 
too, change and become erased from the tablet of the breast The afiection 
and animosity of the people of this world ore like the clouds of spring, 
which sometimes pour down, and at other times withhold their showers , 
they have, therefore, no permanence nor stability 

QUATRAIN 

'Vrhene’ur my heart to friendship turned, on near 
Inspection the sought friend an enemy 
Was found 5o worldly hate la changeful here 
Nor on our worldly fhends can we rely 

There is ae little dependence to be placed on the love and hatred of man- 
kind, aa on the partiality of a pnnee, the beauty of the fair, the voices of 

* This chapter correBponda with tho Third of the Sanskrit 'Poncha-Tantra/ the Eleventh 
of the Arabic ‘ Kolilah Damnah,’ the Ninth of the Persian ‘ 'ly&r Dknish and also the Ninth 
of the Hindfistkni ‘ Khirad Afrdz ’ 

2 j' 
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young Bingers, the fidelity of women, the favor of the deranged, ' the 
gonorosity of the drunken, the attachment of the populace, or the flattery 
of foes, for in none of these can you place any rehimoe, nor can you set 
your heart upon their duration 

LOOrCET 

pleusimt, promises of lovo mth fnends to altcniate. 

But what avails it ’ for to them is no abiding state 

For there have been many friendships which, after reaching the very extreme 
of union and attachment, and, after being founded m sincere and pure 
attachment, and mounting m the course of time to the very pinnacle of heaven, 
have been, by some fatal imafortunc,* changed from the most unalloyed 
affection to the extreme of hate, while then moisture was dned up by the 
scorching wind of Bciioiation Again, long animosities and hereditary quarrels 
may he annihilated Ly a littlo kindness, and a foundation of fnendship laid 
and strengthened in an excellent manner Hence it is that men of undep- 
standing do not give uji trcjitmg an enemy with courtesy, nor at once cut 
off all hopes of reconciliation Neither do they place imphcit reliance upon 
every fnendship, nor fed ]jcrfect secunty and confidence therein And of the 
perfect sayings, which have flowed from the source of the Great Prophecy, 
this sigmficatorj sentence is one that has been honored by manifestation, 

‘ Zoi e thy friend moderately, not to the very extreme ’ 

STANZA 

Fnindahip should ueVr bp so cxactlj true. 

That nnt a hair pould find its way betwixt 
8a hatred, too intpusc, we should esehew. 

Keeping it with a dash of hindnisB mixed 
lie that 18 equable in mind will move 
Justl) between ixtrcmes nl hate and love 

Wherefore, os it is wcU known that small confadence is to be placed m the 
fnendship or nmmosity of mankind, it behoves a wise and prudent man not 
to reject the overtures of an enemy to reconcihution and friendship, which 
mav be the meaus of av crting evils and of attracting benefits , but on the 
contrary, he should ra,iko use of every means in his power, as the exigencies 
of the moment may require, for the accomplishment of his purpose — in order 
that by happy mfluonee of foresight and reflection, the door of good-fortune 
may be opened and the moon of prosperity dawn from the horizon of success 
And of the various examples which have been quoted on this subject, that of 
the Bat and Cat is one ' The king asked, ‘ How was that ^ ' 


* Stownit traUBlatea, ‘ the favor of miiuetciB ’ He must, therefore have read itwihidn for 
the of the editions and of the MSS in my possession 

® lat,, ‘wounded eye ' 
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STORY I 

He said, ‘ They have related that in the wilderness of Bard' a, there was a 
tree, which in height surpassed all trees, and was pre-eminent in the forest 
by its size and fimmesa 

COnPLBT 

Trees that hear fruit beat decorate The garden, and enrich its state 

And under the tree was the hole of a Rat of greedy nature and subtle 
disposition, sagacious and sharp-witted, who by a smgle dehberation could 
loose a thousand knots of dificulty, and m a holf-inatant could devise a 
hundred various artihces 

corrirr 

Hidi in expedients and in juggling lore, 

That rat saw si hemes a hundred years before 
And m the neighhourhood of that tree, a Cat, too, had its abode, and 
sportsmen used very frequently to resort thither and spread their nets in the 
vicmity One day a hunter spread hia net close to that tree, and fastened a 
httle flesh m the front of it The greedy Cat, unaware of that circumstance, 
came on the scent towards the flesh, and, before its teeth could reach it, its 
neck was caught m the meshes of the net 

dUATRAIN 

'Tis grsed that docs enmesh all hving , greed 
That makes us follow most unnghtcous gain , 

Grtcd robs all creatures of the rest they need, 

And steeps their being in ppijietual pain 

In short, the Rat, too, in quest of food, came from its hole, and coat its eyes 
cautiously all mound, and looked to the right and left, and down and up 
Suddenly its eyes hghted on the Cat , but although its sight waxed dim on 
beholding it and its hope of old age and continued oxiatenco was attenuated, 
it was nevertheless not dismayed,* and looked well in that direction It 
then observed that the Cat wa.s entangled in the bonds of calamity, and 
returned heartfelt thanks to the sportsman, and expressed its gratitude for 
the captivity of the Cat All at once it perceived an ichneumon crouehmg 
in ambush, and with the arrow of attack fitted to the bow of preparation 
It then turned towards a tree and beheld a raven, which from the top of the 
tree meditated pouncing upon it So the Rat was overpowered with terror 
and fear, and dismay and dread got the mastery over it 

COTIPLBT 

Ah I for my hapless fortune ' onward, still. It leads me where I find a greater “ Ul 
The Eat bethought himself, ' If I advance, the Cat wiU seize me, and if I go 

* Observe the phrase dil azjd hurdan^ *to be dismayed' 

* I read with the MSS aad Stewart buhtar for the piihtar of the editions 

2 E 2 
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back the idmeumon 'wiU fasten on me, and if I stop where I am, the raven 
will pounce on me What shall I do, then, m this calamitous position ^ and 
by what stratagem avert this danger ^ To whom shall I tell my distressful 
story ^ and from whom seek a medicine for my irremediable woo ’ 

COUPLET 

I have no confidant from whom to oak advice in my affairs, 

No symimthiBcr whom to tell my weary hosom's cares 
Now the doors of calamity are open, and the road to the haltmg-place of 
safety very far and distant Various penis have unveded their face, and the 
path of retreat is closed Yet, notwithstandmg aU this, 1 must keep up my 
heart and hx ray eyes on the road of hbcration, for the cup-bearer, fortune, if 
he sometimes gives us to taste a draught of the beverage of our desire, at 
other times mixes the poison of liis wrath with the sharbat of happmess 

COUPLET 

Fate's tup-bearer changes often, thou thy sorrows then assuage, 

Now he gives the wine of favor, now the hitter dregs of rage 

A man of firm courage is he who docs not suffer his lip to laugh with joy 
when arraying himself m the robe of good-fortune, nor permits the eye of 
grief to shed the tear of regret at dnnkmg the draught of trouble 

COUPLET 

Gneve not, nor lot thy heart he glad at this world’s joy or sorrow, 

For know ' the scene that now seems fixed, aye changes on the morrow 

Now, there is no better refuge for me in this whirlpool of calamity, than the 
shade of good sense, nor any kinder friend than the teacher of wisdom And 
whoever posseseus a strong mind, docs not aUow' terror to find access to 
it, nor suffers dread and alarm to encompass his heart And from the 
saymg of the sages, it is to he learned that the minds of men of imderstandmg 
should he like the sea, the measure of the depth of which cannot he known, 
and whose bottom can only be reached by divers of experience And whatever 
secret or confidential things fall into it, they never reappear, and, however 
vast the torrent of calamity and disaster which flows into it, its capacity is 
sufficient to contain it, and the signs of discoloration arc not perceptible in it 
For if trouble reach such a point as to obscure the understanding, and 
despondency affect the mind to such a degree that the mteUect is overpowered, 
men become mcapahle of deliberation, and the advantageous lufluences of 
experience and sagacity foil them 

STANZA 

That man is firm whose will no shocks con break, 

Though round the earth he wander like the sky 
Him, like the Siinurgh, tempests cannot shake, 

His stubborn thoughts the hurricane defy 
N DT like the sparrow at the feeble breath 
Of puny blow -pipe will he unk to death 
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But 'whoerer permits a raxiety of douljts to find way to him, and suffers the 
suggestions of ‘ Perhaps’ and ‘ Perchance’ to agitate his bosom, the basis of his 
counsel is ruined, and the market of his dchhorahons and reflections is marred 
Let bun look as much as he wiU into the mirror of his heart, masmuch as it 
IS disturbed and darkened by the rust of doubt, he cannot see in it the face of 
his desired object, and however much ho peruses the tablet of reflection, as 
the eye of his vision is dimmed by the ophthalmia of vain fancies, he cannot 
read from it the wntmg of his wish And on this head an emment autlionty 
has said, 

STANZA. 

' Strive to bo rcBolute , half measures shun 
For from weak doubts, a hundred dangers rise 

A firm miud mirrors clear what’s to be done, 

Lilt troubled waters cheat the gazers' eyes ' 

No measure will suit me better than to maku peace with the Cat, for in the 
extremity of danger he stands m need of my assistance, and just as 1 see a 
prospect of being delivered from these penis by his aid, so he, too, wfll be 
rescued from that imprisonment by my help and friendly ofiices Now if 
the Cat will listen to my words with the ear of understanding, and will 
moke use of a wise discrimination, and place confidence m the sincenty of 
what I say, and not imimte it to cunnmg hypoonsy and deceit, and beheve 
it pure of the evil mixture of wihness and imposture, and the disgrace of 
dissimulation and interested motives, we may both effect our escape through 
the blessing of uprightness and unanimity, and my other enemies, homg 
disappomted of their expectations, will go, each of them, about his business ‘ 

UEHISTICU 

When friends arc with ua, bid our foemtn wait ' 

Then, after these reflections, tho Rat approached the Cat, and asked him what 
was the matter ^ The Cat answered in a doleful voice, 

COUrLBT 

‘ We pnevc, — bear witness to our inward pang’s, 

Parched lip, and drop that from our eyelid hang^ 

I have a body imprisoned m the fetters of distress, and a heart consumed 
with the flame of suffermg and affliction ' The Rat replied, 

COUPLET 

' 1 have a secret, but to tell thee Time presBca, and I find no seaflon fit ' 


^ Observe the phrase pai-t Jkari giriftan, ‘to go about one’s business,’ and a little lower 
in the hemistich, pai-i kari ntshaatafij which, according to Stewart, signifies ‘ to wait one's 
leisure ’ 

^ Stewart translates, ‘I am acquainted with a secret, unknown to thy mouth ' He takes 
bd dihdn with niKdnij and is thus compelled to give an unusual meaning to bd In any oaae, 
the bd d%hdn comes lu very awkwardly, unless we suppose that a lover u speaking, and the 
secret message is a kiss 
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The Cat said, ■with the utmost humility, ‘ Utter ■without ceremony whatever 
occurs to thy mmd, and it behoves tAe not to admit of any delay by sup- 
pressing it ’ The Rat answered, ' Never did any hearer hear aught from me 
but the truth, and falsehoods meet with no acceptance m men's hearts * 
Know, therefore, that I have always rejoiced at thy distress, and have ever 
regarded thy disappointment as the source of my own happiness , and my 
prayers have always been expended for thy loss and rum To-day, however, 
I am thy partner in misfortune, and I have projected a moans of escape for 
myself, which mvolves thy release also , and for this cause I am now thy 
friend, and knock at the door of reconcihation 

COUPIET 

This fnondshij) mingles selfish ends, ’tis true , 

Yit ends that good to thee, not harm, will do 

And it cannot remam hidden from thy understanding and sagacity that I am 
now speaking the truth, and that m speaking thus I can have no fechng of 
treachery, nor any bad mtenhon Moreover I will produce two witnesses to 
the Buioority of my puqiosc , one is tlie ichneumon, which is crouching in 
ambush behind me, and the other the raven, which is on the look-out for mo 
at the top of the tree, and both of them have the some object, that is my 
destruction “ As soon, however, os I draw nigh to thee their hopes will be 
averted from me, and the desire of each of them wiU bo altogether cut off 
If thou ■« lit act my mind at ease, and give me a solemn promise sufficient to 
trauquilue my heart, 1 ■will escape under the shadow ol thy good-fortune 
Thus both my object will be attained and thy bonds too will be severed 

HrMIBTICH 

Tills fact will benefit both me imil thoe ’ 

The Cat, after hearing those words, fell into thought, and was immersed 
in a sea of reflection, -wibhing to measure all tlic sides and parts ot this 
discourse with the step of consideration, and to test the puiuty of this pro- 
position with the touchstone of deliberation The Hat saw that time pressed 
excessively, and that the Cat was husymg himself ■with prudential con- 
siderations He therefore called out, ‘ Listen to my words, and rely on the 
goodness of my disposition, and the purity of my intentions, and, 
accepting my kindness, no longer delay For a ■wise man does not suffer 
himself to hesitate m action, and regards procrastination m important 
matters os inadnussihle. 

HEMISTICH 

Be not Tomiss, but prize the tune to act 


^ Stewart renders, 'Falsehood possesses no cstunation in my breast,' but as dilhd is 
plural, 1 have rendered it as aboie Literally the ecntcncc is, ‘To a false word m hearts 
there is no illuimnation 

^ Hamar as. nihdd-i man iar qeordan, lit ' To bnng rum out of my nature ' 
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Just as I rejoice m thy fidelity, do thou also he pleased [at the opportunity 
of] prolonging my existence , for the ^iverance of each of us is dependant 
on the surviving of the other , and my case and thine is exactly hke that of 
tho boat and the boatman, for the boat reaches the shore by the exertions 
of the boatman, and the boatman performs his business with the aid of the 
boat Now, my sincerity will he shown by trying it, and my haste is 
simply lest the opportunity be lost 

HEMISTICH 

I fear that fate will give no rcBpito more 

And I tbmk that it is clear to thy heart that my words are not wanting m 
corresponding deeds, and that my actions preponderate over my pi onuses 
Now I have given a promise of fnendship, and I wiU faithfully perform it, and 
do thou also nod thy head m assent, and declare thy comphanee 

COiriET 

Si^, for our eyes attend expectant no«. Upon the corners of that archfed brow ’ 

The Cat hearkened to the words of the Eat, and beholding the beauty of 
truth on the pages of his condition, rejoiced, and said to the Bat, ' Thy 
words seem true, and from the tenor of thy discourse comes the odor of 
sincerity I therefore accept this compact, and listen with the ear of my 
soul to the word of God, (may His Name be gloiificd *) who said, ‘Teace u 
good,’ and I will not overstep the puipoit of this saying, 

auATnAiN 

‘AVhilt pcatc 18 posBihh, so long, knock not 
Upon war’s door, and while thou inaycst seek 
For honor, shiui an igiiominiimB lot 

break not love's ewer, but to all be meek ' 

And I hope that by the auspicious influence of sincere friendship both 
parties wiU be hberated, and I take upon myself the duty of reqmting and 
recompensing this favour, and accept the obligation of being thankful to all 
time for this kindness And 1, too, after the same fashion that thou host 
promised, phght my troth, and my hope is, 

HEUISIlOn 

To quite fulhl this promise I have made 

Now, say what 1 must do, and how I must conduct myself towards thoc’’ 
The Hat rephed, ‘ "When I approach thee thou must observe towards me the 
utmost reverence and becoming respect, that my foes, by observing that, may 
be acquainted with the confirmation of the ties of social converse and sincere 
friendship between us, and may so retire baffled and discomfited Then I, 
with my mind free from care, will remove the bonds from thy feet ’ The 
Cat assented to this arrangement, and the Bat advanced with the utmost 
confidence Then the Cat displayed all the forms of friendly and respectful 
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Bolutatioii, and addrcBsed him most cordially, and observed towards him a 
vanety of courtesies and mgratiatingfcnd flattenng ceremonies When the 
ichneumon and raven beheld this state of things, they abandoned all thoughts 
of making prey of the Itat and departed As soon as the Eat, owing to the 
protection of the Cat, was delivered from those two perilous enemies, he 
began to sever the bonds, and feU into reflection how to escape from the mesh 
of a third calamity, and he commenced his work slowly The Cat sagaciously 
discerned that the Eat had fallen mto long and protracted thought He 
feared lest he should make off without severing the meshes, and leave him 
tied by the leg lie therefore began to expostulate with him m a friendly 
manner, and said, ‘ Thou host soon become weary, and my confidence in the 
fervor of thy professions and the goodness of thy disposition was very opposite 
to this Now that thou hast gamed thy object, and hast been successful m 
the wish of thy heai't, thou seemest to be lax in fulfilling thy engagements, 
and art meditating some means of evading the discharge of thy obhgations 
Eor my part, I have long known that fidelity is a medicine not to be found 
m the shop of the druggists of this age , and that smeenty is a gam not to be 
met with m the treasures of the present time , and that good faith is a second 
Bi'murgh, of which but the name exists, and that gratitude resembles the 
philosopher's stone, the truth of which no one has ever ascertained 

COUrLET 

Sock not fidolitj From none thou wilt now hear its name 
To boaich for the clixu or the Slmurgh were the sami ’ 

The Eat answered, ‘ God foibid that I should mark the face of my con- 
dition with the brand of infidelity, and enter the good name, which I have 
through so long an mtcival acquired, in the volume of the breakers of 
promises I wcU know that fidehty is the ladder ot ambition, and the 
proTision for the road of happiness It is an elixir which transmutes black 
earth mto gold, and a coUynum which imparts sight to the eye of the bhnd 
The nostril of every soul which has not snuffed up the scent of faithfulness 
has no share in the perfumes of tho odonferous plants of good qualities, and 
the eye of every heart which has not beheld sincerity, is devoid of participating 
in the Bight of tho rays of amiable natures 

HEMISTICH 

Dirt fill tho head, loid of tho hram of faith ' ’ 

The Cat said, As thou art thus sensible that good faith is the tore-woman 
of the bndo of affection, and the mole of the cheek of beauty and comelmesa, 
it behoves thee, too, to adorn the cheek of thy condition with this cosmetic 
For no bird of the heart will warble among tho branches of the affection of 
that garden, in which tho plant of fidehty does not grow, and no cheek 
which IB dcsbtutc of tho mole of good faith will receive a smgle glance 
from any mtcUigcnt person And hence they have said. 
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COUPLBT 

‘ Sho wIlo combincB not ]^Te 'witb constancy, 

Delights mo not, though Eden's symph she ho ’ 

Ajid whoever is not clothed with the garment of fidehty, and does not f ulfil 
the promise which he phghts, wiU meet with what that Farmer's Wife met 
with ' ’ The Eat asked, ‘ How was that ? ’ 

KTOEY II * 

The Cat said, ‘ They have related that m one of the villages of Firs there 
was a Farmer of the utmost experience and the most abundant good sense 
He had often tasted the bitters and sweets from the cup of fortune, and had 
experienced many hardships and pleasures m the struggles of life 

COUPLET 

A World-Wide traveler, a man of sense. Gifted with shrewilncBB, wit, and eloquence 
Now this farmer had a wife whose countcnauco was the taper of his bed- 
chamber, and whose sweet and ruby bps were as ohves- to the dnnkers of 
wmo She blended a hundred colors like the early sprmg, and, like fortune, 
indulged in a thousand coquettish artifices 

COUPLET 

Some bloBBpd spirit, it may b<, her body did compose , 

Such grace and beauty could not spring from water and the rose 

Notwithstanding all the skill that the old Farmer possessed, lie passed his Lime 
m want and povei ty, and sowed the seed ol rehnnee on God in the field ot 
‘ Consign the ajfutt to the Almighty ' , and, indeed, it is always the habit of 
perfidious fortune to exclude the deserving and mentonoua trom her favors, 
and to exalt to the summit of success and honor tho worthless and undeserving 

VPllBE 

TliP devious meet with ample mtosureB, 

Straight-goers get hut blades of grass 
riies feast on sweets and candied treasures, 

Aud glorious IlumOs filthy hones amass 

Thus the old Former, though famous for his perfect skiU m agriculture, not 
having the implements for following the business, passed his hfc in want of 
employment and penury One day his Wife, from excessive distress, loosed 
the tongue of reproach, saying, ‘ How long is this abiding in the comer of 
our hovel to continue, and how long is precious life to be wasted in want 
and scarcity of means Surely from motion comes promotion,’ and although, 
from the tribunal of bounty, they have written the free passport, ‘ Sustenance 

■ This story is not m the Arable, but has been introduced by Husain Vfi’i/ 

* This IS Stewart's rendering of nukl The Dictionary only says that it sigmfies ‘fruits or 
sweetmeats sent round at ontcrtmnnients ' 

' I have chosen these words to preserve the jingle in the origmal between harakat and 
harakat 
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t) from God,' * yet the aignatuxe which they have impreaaed on the comer 
thereof la also ‘ The mdustrious is the friend of God ' Wherefore industry 
must be regarded aa the meana of support, but we must iccogniae the Lord 
Gcd as the true provider 

COUPLET 

'Tia true the cause whence comes thy food is industry, hut yet 
We must not Uim, the Source of Food, Causer of Cause, forget 

It therefore appears to me advisable that thou shouldeat step forward in the 
path of industry and acquire supphea by every means m thy power ’ The 
Former rephod, 'My dear kfe' what thou hast said approximates to the 
truth, nay, is beyond oU monnei of doubt or imputation of selfishness But 
I have for a long time acted os master in this village, and most of the 
farmers of this place ha\e been at some time mj laborers Now that my 
estate is rumed, and that I have parted with the miplcments ot agnculture, 
there is uo resource left mo but to work us a fomnum luborei, but I cannot 
bnng myself “ to endure the disgrace of woiking foi those who were once my 
own laborers 

oouriET 

I cannot cat the crumha of those who once upon m) leaimgs fed, 

Nor hear tlicir burthens who for me once toiling ginned their hireling bread 

But if I must needs make choice of some profession, it is best to pack up and 
depart from this place 

UEHISTlCU 

O'er us in foreign lands no foes exult 

Come ' let us emigrate to some other place and there support ourselves as 
best wc can ’ The Wife was driven to extremity by poverty and destitution, 
and consented to the hardships of exile doming, therefore, in tho purpose 
of her spouse, they set their faces thence towards the neighborhood of 
Baghdad One day, m tho midst of their journey, tired and weary, they 
took refuge under the shade of a tree, and, to dispel their fatigue, conversed 
on a variety of subjects The Farmer said, 'Dear fnend ' we have chosen 
the pams of exile, and are proceedmg towards a country where no one is 
acquamted with us, and where we ore acquainted with no one And it is 
possible that the men of that country may he oppressive, and tyrannical, 
treacherous and deceitful, and God Moat Holy and Most High has adorned 
the tablet of thy mcoinparablo beauty with the mscnption, ‘ /n the moat 
perfect aymmetry ' Heaven avert that by craft and subtlety, or by force and 
violence, they should assail thee , and thou, too, through the pnde of youth 
and tho hope of conquest, should incline to them and turn away from this 
poor old man, and consume my aged head in the flame of absence , and if, 

‘ Stowart affirms this to be a quotation from the Kui'611 I am unable to And it there 
> Observe the phrase, bd iMd rdit nami taiedmm dvard 
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which God forbid 1 things should turn out in this manner, it would be no 
longer possible for me to survive 

COUPLET 

I fear not death, but when I'm dead, I fear. 

That thou shouldat bo the life of othcra here ' 

The Wife replied, ‘ What words are these which pass thy lips ^ and what 
IS this thought which has entered thy heart ^ 

COUPLET 

Long os I live I’ll bo thy willing slave. 

And prove thy handmaid e’en beyond the grave 

Had I entertained such thoughts as these 1 would not have undertaken the 
fatigues of the journey, nor would I have impressed on my suffering heart 
the brand of separation from my country And my desire is to preserve 
[inviolate] tdl the day of resurrection, the vow of the first night when I 
placed my foot m the chamber of thy society 

COUPLET 

Till the last day I will my troth fulfil, 

Lest thou shouldst say I kept that promise lU 

And if thou wiahest it 1 will pledge my faith anew, and promise that so long 
as the peacock of life adorns the garden of my body, tbc parrot of my tongue 
shall not sweeten its palate save with the sugiir ot gratitude to thee , and 
while the Huma of vitality continues to canopy my head with the shade of 
prosperity, I wiU never suffer the bird of my heart to be caught in the net 
of any one Should I precede thee in traveling the last journey, I shall 
then have fulfilled my engagements, and if my late should be to Imgcr some 
days after thee, my promise is unaltered and my faith unchanged 

COUPLET 

If fate 1 few days’ respite should allow, 

S bedfast my word, unchanged will be my vow ’ 

The Fanner was tranquilized by these words, and his Wife having phghtcd 
her faith in the manner that has been related, confirmed her promise with 
oaths , and the old man laid his head contentedly on the knee of his 
beloved spouse, and fell asleep Shortly after this, a cavalier arrived there, 
mounted on a horse of Arabian breed, and clad in princely apparel The 
Farmer’s Wife looked up and beheld a youth, such that if the pupil of the 
eye had beheld his countenance m the darkest night, it would have supposed 
that the true mom had arisen from the curtom of the eastern horizon , and 
if the human sight had cast a glance, through the veil of darkness, on his 
beautiful cheek, it would have imagined that the world-dlummatmg sun had 
displayed itself glittenug from behind the veil [of the clouds] His cheeks 
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were like the damask ' lose, and his beard like the twisted hyacinth. One 
would say that the Immer of divine wisdom had drawn, on the page of hia 
cheek, a circle of liquid amber with the compasses of invention, or that 
through the culture of the husbandman of nature, a delightful verdure had 
grown up round the fountain of his Me 

TEMB 

O'er the bright moon of thy viaage thou hast drawn a club of muak,^ 

And m the hollow of the club hast caught that fair moon, like a hall 
Hound the margin of tlij spring of life grows up a herbage dusk, 

That IB the young down of thy chock, which wc may wbU, then, Khirr call 
With thy black ringlets thou hast made a canopy of loveliness, 

And o'tT thy late's ghltcriag sun hast drawn this ebon-colored dreis ' 

When the Farmer's Wife beheld the perfect beauty of that cavalier, the 
sovereign of love occupied with Ins eonqiiering forces the kingdom of her 
heart, and reason, which is the lord of the mansion of the body, packed up its 
goods to depart , and the tongue of her condition began to warble this couplet, 

COUPLET 

' Thou hast a mounted hunter come, and of my soul and frame made priy. 

The reini of patience thou hast snapped, and led the steeds of sense astray ' 

On the other aide the youth looked and beheld a beautiful woman, such that 
the tire-woman of the Dmne skill hud adorned her enchanting face with the 
cosmetic of grace, and the polisher of the decree of the Holy One had lent 
illumination to her checks through the hght of beauty Her countenance 
was such that the radiant sun was consumed ■* with envy at it, and so dark 
were her locks that the musk of Cathay was tortured with jealousy at them 

VEILSE 

Silver her breast, fir-likc her slature tall, 

Her every limb seemed lovehei than the rest 
Beth eyes with arrows pierced the hearts of all, 

And sugar from her lips acquired new zcat 
With extracts of tho cant those lips wero rife, 

Say rather, sweetened from the sprmg of life 


' I find no uuthonty for this version of slrdb, except Stewart's translation nrdb nro- 
peily moans ' moist,' ‘ bathed in raiadrops or dew ' ^ 

^ I besDcch the candid reader who would judge of the difficulties of a translator from 
the Persian, to examine these lines Well may Stewart say that is is impossible to 
translate them litcrallj, or to understand them, without reference to a dictionary The 
round face of the youth is i oranared to the moon , and his black nnglets to a hat used at 
the game of changan Those hate have a hollow in them to catoh the ball more readilv 
BO the ringlets aro said to have caught in the space between them tho moon of his face 
The down of his beard is compared to herbage growing near the water of life and as 
Khizr or Elios is said to have dnmk of the water of life, occasion is taken for an enuivoquB 
upon bis DflmD, and Xhazar ‘ verdure ’ ^ ^ 

3 TdfiaX Stewart tranalateB tbis ‘ cebpsed/ a meaning it could hardly boar but he 
may have had a different reading ^ ’ 
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The ncek of hiB bouI became instantly bound with the chain of love, and 
the foot of his heart entangled with the noose of deairo 

COnPLET 

Wlieil love led on ita forueB my lieort life’s banner furled, 

And patience, back retreating, took refuge in the world 

Now that youth was the son of the kmg ol that countrj’, who had come 
out with the intention of hunting, and had got to a distance from his retinue 
When his eyes feU upon the two captivating gazelles ' of that disturber 
of cities, a piercmg shaft from the bow of her eyebrows reached 
the target of his brea.st Thus, though bunself pm suing the chase, he was 
caught m the snare of love Hereupon he exclaimed, ‘ 0 envy of fairies * and 

0 point of adoration to the idols of 'Azur'^ who art thou ^ and by what 
chance earnest thou hither ’ 

OODPLET 

0 thou fruit thus fairly ripened ' fiom wbciso garden maycat tliou be ? 

0 thou YCrac^ anew Jcit-ended ' on whom bestnweet thou digmity ‘ ' 

The Farmer’s Wife lieaved a cold sigh from her alflicted heart, and said, 
‘ 0 wakeful Fortune ’ dost thou inquuc after the state of one whoso happiness 
slumbers, or dost thou ask the story ol those sleepless cyes^ 

coupLEr 

A secret, cureless gntf have I, A heart’s pang without remedy 

IS 

The partner of my fortunes is this infirm old man, and my distracted heart la 
linked with sorrow and melancholy The origin of my distress * is this that 
thou beholdcst, and the conclusion of my career must he such as thou seest 

1 pass my time in hardships, aud have no enjoyment m hfc ’ The youth 
rephed, ‘ 0 desire of the hearts of the aflheted ’ and solace of the minds of 
distracted lovers ' 

HEMISTICH 

Fie ' that such hawk oe thou should thus bo caged 

Is it to be tolerated that thou withfthis enchanting countenance shouldat choose 
to be the companion of a used-up old dotard , and possessed as thou art of such 
a stock of lovehness and beauty, shouldst pass thy time in poverty and want ^ 
Come with me ’ that I may seat thee on the throne of honor, and make thee 
the queen of this country, and set up the banner of thy glory and greatness 
throughout the confines of this realm 


> That IS, ' eyes ’ 

‘ Abiaham’s Father, who is said to have made idols of exquisite beauty 
s The d^aC is a verse of the Kur’kn The lady is compared to a new verse of that book 
freshly revealed 

* Ztidt signifies generally ‘apparel,’ hot also ‘spouse’ Thus an equivoque may be 
intended Stewart translates it here ' wretched state,' and I have followed him, but I know 
of no authority for such a rendenng 
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To days gone by, now bid adieu ' 

Fortune and bfe begin anew 
Enter the door of blisa with me, 

Fate smilee let us, too, mirthful be 
Be guy ' my life, my aoul, la thine. 

Fill thou the cup, I’ll drink the wine ’ 

Aa soon ua the Farmer' a Wife heard the happy tidinga of union 'with her 
lover, she forgot the promise she had that moment made , and shattered the 
cup of compact with the stone of mconstancy and untruthfulness When the 
youth saw that she was inclined to him, he said, ‘ Life of tho world ' look on 
this opportunity aa a blessing, and nac and come to me, that I may mount 
thee [on my steed], and before the farmer awakes we shall have traversed 
a considerable distance ’ The Fiirmer’s Wile hfted her husband's head 
from her knee, and rested it on the ground , and, mounting nimbly behind 
tho youth, clasped the girdle of his affection with the hand of reliance 
At this moment, the Former awoke, and beheld the youth mounted and 
standing there, and his wife clasping with the hand of union the waist 
of his desire A sigh issued from his breast, and he said, 

OOUPLET 

‘ Ify love has torn her heart away, the heart that to her friend was given 
Tho tics, the ties of former days are all, alas ' asunder riven 

Pnthee, faithless one ' what plot is this that thou hast devised, and what 
stratagem is this that thou hast ungratefully concocted ^ ’ His Wife 
answered, ' Cease thy persuasions and waste not thy breath m trymg to 
lure me from my purpose For to expect fidelity from the fair, is like 
attempting to unite the star (UnopiiH 'with the Plpiadcs , and to look for 
constancy from tliosc who make a pr,ictice of dcahng cruelly, is like 
plantmg a rose-bush in the fire of a lime-kiln But, perhaps, thou hast 
never heard what they have said, 

cnurLET 

‘Loam constancy,' I cried, ‘ from lovers ’ ‘Nay ’’ 

Said she, ' 'tis not the moon-faced fair one’s way ' 

The old man rejoined, ‘ Thou hast stepped beyond the hmits of nght 
dealing, and hast opened tho door of cruelty with the key of injunous 
conduct Fear lest thou shouldest be overtaken 'with the retribution of 
thy broken vows, and the disastrous consequences of thy breach of promise 
should descend upon thee 

HEHI8TIOH 

Forbear ' lest thou repent at last, when penitence is vain ’ 

His 'Wife, paying no attention to his words, said to the youth, ‘ Make haste ' 
that havmg escaped from the tortures of the dosert of separation, we may 
convey ourselves to the haltmg-place of union ' The pimce then began to 
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gallop through the waate hia fleet, deaert-croaamg, nver-paasing steed, which 
was such, that the fierce northern blast was unable to keep up with it, nor 
could awift-wingcd fancy arrive at its traces 

VERSE 

llosp-hued ’ like lovers’ tears, it, swift of pace, 

More fleet than Kliusrau’s Shnbdir,^ sped along 
Like lightniiig-flasli, its one hound rould efface 
The limits that to coat and west bidong 

In the twmkhng of an eye they were lost to the Parmer’s sight, yet the 
hapless old man, in spite of the anguish of exile and the pangs of separation, 
set off after them 

HEMISTICH 

The iifflitted ask the road, and follow on 

And ho thought to himself, ‘ The promises of women arc devoid of faith, 
and their faith of continuance 

HEMISTICH 

Target their memory^ for they faithless are 

And I, rolpng on her words, have abandoned my well-known country and 
my familiar fatherland, and now I have not the face to return, nor the power 
to pursue them What, then, is to he the conclusion of my cEircor, and what 
the end of my unhappy state ’ 

COUPLET 

Withfiut or head or foot 1 seik m) liiart the wide world round, ^ 

What shall I do ’ tor my affairs nor head nor foot is found ' 

However, after the lovers had gone to the distance of three farsakhs, ‘ they 
came to a fountain and a shady tree The lady was tired, and the youth, 
too, felt fatigued They said, ‘ Let us rest here a moment, and, aftei we ore 
refreshed, let us begin our journey again ’ They then dismounted from the 
horse, and took refuge under the shade of the tree, and sate some time at 
the brink of the water, and talked of various matters The youth gazed 
with expanding eyes on the lovely countenance and musky nnglets of that 
cnchantmg fair one, and beholding the curls of perfumed hair fu llin g on the 
roseate cheeks of his mistress, like the braid of the hyaemth on the leaf of 
the jasmine, he exclaimed, 


^ Stewart translates yulgiin * beautiful and of various hues ’ Orientals, however, repre- 
sent lovers as weeping tears of blood The courser, therefore, may have been of a rose or 
roan color 

* ShaMk siffntSiia ‘Night-tolor ’ 

^ Stewart justly says of this impracticable couplet, ‘This verse cannot be literally trans- 
lated' Nevertheless, to get the words into metre at all, I have been obliged to be literal 
To he bl sar o pd, signifies ‘to be wretched,’ in Persian Whereas, in the socend line, the 
phrase IS to be taken literally, ‘without head or foot,’ os in Stewart’s version, which is, ‘ 1 
travel round the world, although destitute of the means, in pursuit of my love , but how con 
1 succeed, who have neither head to ihrect me, nor feet to cany me ’ 

< The faraaMi, of which the Greeks made 'parasang,' is about three miles 
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COUPLET 

‘ Thoso musk} tro«sce on thy choek, a rcatu^-placc of roses find, 

I know not how thus wondrously they m^ht with day have thus combined ’ 

On the other hand, that enchantuig beauty, castiiig her eyes on the 
fascinating stature of that stripling — who was a plant in the garden of 
lovehness, more luxuriant than the branch of the Tuba-tree, and surveyong 
the loftiness of that graceful cypress and the attractions of that branch of joy, 
uttered this verse, 

COUPLET 

‘ How have they thus syramctncBl the date-tree of thy atature made ' 

How to one spot thus dextrously a hundred thousand charms eonveyed ' 

In the midst of these speeches the importunities of nature scizmg the collar 
of the Farmer's Wife — she wished to renew her ablutions, ond, through delicacy, 
she went some distance from under the tree, and proceeded to the side of a 
jungle which was near the tountam , but before she could get there, a 
ferocious hon — from dread of which the celestial lion dared not to move a 
step m the heavenly mead, and Taiiras in the pasture-ground of the sky, was 
afraid to breathe, through teiror of his claws, 

VBBSE • 

Onward advanced with aavoge roar and rush 
Through fear of him the heavenly lion fled 
Beneath his talons poisoned torrents gush , 

His Bword-likc teeth a gory deluge shed 

No sooner did the hon got sight of her, than he carried her off and bore her 
into the jungle When the youth heard the terriblo roaring of the lion, and 
beheld his mistress corned olf into the jungle, he threw himself, with all 
haste, upon his swift steed, and galloped mto the desert, 

HEUIBTICH 

He saw the danger, and forsook his lure 

In terror of his hfe, the prmce sped on, nor looked behind him , and the 
fan one, a pnsoner in the claws of the lion, reaped the seed which she had 
sown ui the held of mhdclity 

XEHISTIcn 

All reap at last the acbona they have sown 
Meanwhile, the old Farmer, who was following them, came up hmping 
and halting , and having reached the edge of the fountain, and findin g no 
trace of them, uttered a cry of distress and said, 

COUPLET 

‘ Alas ' my love has gone away, nor calmed my bosom's storm, 

A hundred promises she gave, nor yet did one perform ’ 

He then bethought himself of the time when they were muted, and called 
to nund the feelings of them oaiiy wedded bfe, and, weepmg bitterly, 
steeped his cheeks m the tears of regret 
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OOUPLBT 

How fair the day when first wc met in union’s flowery ^ouud , 

And Hose and Bnlbul-like the power of laughing converse found 

Alaa ' that the rayi of the hrightnesa of imion have been exchanged for 
the gloomy inipreasions of separation , and that the spring of mirth and 
happiness has laded under the scorching blast of the autumn of inconstancy 
and nlflietion 

VERSE 

But yesttrdiy a union with sneh blissfn! transports nfo, 

A parting that tlio ivorhl mnsumes to-daj 
Alas ' tliiit fate did cnfi r in the volumi. of nij life, 

These ]oys one day should bloom, the next, dei aj 

After much neeping and inhuite lamentation, he observed the footsteps of 
his behmed leading toivaids tlie desert Instantly lie tearlessly followed the 
tiark, and anivcd at the moment * when, the hon having torn open her belly 
and devoured part of her entrails, had departed The old man at this sight 
was distracted with grief, and perceived that the diflastroua results of her 
infidelity had reached liei and that she had bien oveitaken with rotnbution 
for her perfidy and with purnshment tor liei bleach ol laith Por a whilo he 
luolccd at her and wept ovei tlieir uttacluuont and his own torlom efato 

coum I 

From his lipi his sighs urosi to the starry rieuihs. 

From the l.ishcb of his eyes tears flour J struaming to the sviis 

And the moial ut this stoiy is, that whoever lets slip from hia hand the 
thicad of good laith, places on hia own feet the letteis ol punishment, and 
puts the chain ot ealaiiuty round hia neck 

COUI'IFT 

When to a spot lugratitufle has passed. 

It nmkra a dreary desort there at last ' ' 

The lint said, ‘lam awaie that hypocrisy and deceit are altogether at 
vaiiancc with the sincere disposition of the benevolent and the practice of the 
good Moreover, tlie advantages of thy filendship and the benefits of thy 
amity, have this veiy moment accrued to me, and the desiies ol my enemies, 
by the salutary influence ol thy friendship, have just now bc'cn aveited from 
me Therefore it is most in aeconlancc with honorable feeling, that I 
should look upon it as a duty, to recj^uite this and loose thy bonds But a 
difficulty has oceuried to me and a doubt has nsen up before me , and, until 
the dust ol this anxiety is removed from the eye of my deliberation, it 
18 impossible for mo to loose all thy bonds ' The Cat rejoined, ' It appears, 
then, tllat tliou hast still some apprehension of me , and yet the fact is, that 


' Steuart translntis mnhalh here ‘ spot,' which meiiung also it may lioar 

2 v 
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I have pledged myacH to good fellowship with thee, and have recited to 
thee a volume of reproaches against breach of faith , he assured, then, that it 
IB imposbihlc for me to act contrary to my promises and engagements And 
rehnquibh the distmat that formerly existed between us , for the obligation 
of this new alliance has removed the principle of our former enmity, and my 
expectation of thy sincerity and anticipations of thy gratitude, are confiimed 
Do not appioach, therefore, to the nunons practice of deceit and fraud, 
nor impair and defoim the beauty of thy vii tues and the mirror of thy good 
([U.ilities with the rust of fiaud and perfidy 

courLrT 

Keep piiic tilt nurror of tliy heart, for iioiighl tan riial pmity, 

Hrfak not tlij pli^hti d word, for nong'lit witli tiutliful prim ipli's can Tie 

A man of upnght nature and good disposUion, on icceiviiig so much as a 
single giacioiih look tiom any one, steps toiward in the plain of smcerc 
atlarhincnt, and laises llie loundation ot friendship anel special regard to the 
pinnacle of Ihc sky, and moist eus and relicshes the plant of couitesy with 
the diops ot sincere kindness If by ehaiiei' any Mispninn or alaim should 
Hiiniig up in hi0 mind, and the rankling of doubt develope itself in his heait, 
lie immediately effaces it and does not suffer the thought of it again to 
approach the aica of his imagination Especially, too, when a lompact has 
beon ratified between him and his tiiend, and confiinied by solemn oaths 
And it should he understood that tlio end of the faithless is infamous, and 
punishment soon descends on the peilidious , and a false oath lays v aste the 
foundation ol life, and to ait lontiary to piomisea speedily overthrows tho 
sub-stiuctiue ot existence 

DISIICUB 

^tiin's pi()mi''i' 18 till root, liiiiisilf the tile. 

The mot i\ith i an fulness must elicnslicd be 
A hrulveii promist is a luttcii root. 

Stunk friim Uu list of gracious trees its slioot ' 

Toifaithful iltaling is an idiot's .u t, 

The pious keep their oaths- and guard tliiir pact 

And I am m hopes that tliou, mth a light feeling of gratitude, -viilt forget 
former injuries, and nilt not exert thyself to break tlic promise irhieh thou 
hast made ' The Hat replied, 

COUrLUT 

''VVlioercr breaks his oath of faith to thee, 
lllh lioiirt and soul by mishaps wounded be i 

' Stewart translates this olisture line, ‘And thi tree is lut down from the number of 
the sound,' which on first reading is rather diHieult to understand I have no doubt an 
equiYonue is intended on ^humur ‘ number,' and shimar, ‘ a hard wood of which the handles 
of axes are mode ’ 

“ I notice, for the benefit of the student, two misprints in this page in the printed 
edition Here we have ma! mk for mindly, and at line 3 of the same page (370), mantazat 
foi mankomi, ‘loss' 
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But the mental scruples, which I have before mentioned to thee, cause me 
to ponder and hesitate , otherwise, God forbid ' that I should not fulfil my 
promise, or foil to release thee from these bonds ' The Cat rejoined, ' Explain 
to me the purport of thy thoughts, that I, too, may look into the matter 
with the eye of deliberation, and be able to judge of the solidity of thy 
reasoning, and the extent of thy wisdom ’ The Bat answered, ‘ My doubts 
arise from this, that friends aie of two kinds Eirat, thcic are those who 
contract friendship with perfect sincerity, and the utmost ardor and eager- 
ness, without any admixture of ecdf-mteieat or cupidity, or the debasement 
of hypocritical or feigned intentions Secondly, there are those who make 
advances in some emergency with a view to some object they covet or are 
interested m Now, the first class, who with pure faitli and sincere intenfrons 
open the doors of friendly intercourse, are m every respeet worthy of 
confidence, and at all times one may leel secure of them, and to whatever 
gratification they may poinf, there will be no swerving from the path of 
wisdom 

niKi ri ns 

I/ikc siiathmg, gratiful (luitminl, is a friend , 

])ut to till wiirthliss no attention lend, 

A fill ml th} Tcnom Mill as sugar prize, 

And in thj futlings merit recognize 

But as for those who in some exigeney make friendship a shield to repel 
injury, or the mciins of attracting and drawing to themselves advantage, 
their feelings will not preserve an even tenor At one time in the season 
ot enjoyment they will spiead the carpet of plcasuro, and anon at a critical 
moment, when their wishes are thwarted, they will look askance at their 
friend 

l OlIPLET 

lake milk and sugar now thiy fncndship shew. 

Anon more cruel than the oio or bow 

A sagacious man, therefore, should delay the aceomphshment of some of the 
wishes ot such persons, and not all at once surrender to the grasp of their 
power the reins of his own option But m the execution of their affairs he 
ought to hang back under some plausible pretexts, and brmg them to a close 
by slow degrees He is bound also to look to his own safety', for self- 
preservation IB a duty And provided he atts in this manner, he will both 
be celebrated for the lustre of his kin d deeds, and will also be conspicuous 
for the excellence of his judgment and prudence Now, I shall act towards 
thee in the manner that has been pointed out I will in no wise hold back 
from releasing tkec, to which I have pledged myself, but I shall employ the 
utmost caution in taking core of my own person, and m guarding myself, 
for the enmity between me and thee exceeds even that of the parties from 
whose assaults I have been preserved by thy favor My object m making 

2 1 2 
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peace with thee was to get nd of them, and I regarded it as a duty , and the 
gentleness which thou, too, didst display, arose from the exigency of the 
moment, and to avert evil It is now, therefore, indiapensahle for me to look 
to the issue of the matter, and not all at once to neglect caution and foresight 
for they have said, 

CUITPLET 

‘Bt (areful, to make scLurc, 

And iiL'tr aside the rules of prudi rue 

Who roars liih .letionh on n hiisis siurL, 

Will reaBonS ^trueturo iu perft chon bring" ’ 

The Cat said, ' 0 Itat ' thou art ' exceedingly sagacious and wise, and up 
to this time I was ignorant of the extent of thy mtiUigence, nor did I know 
that the amount of thy knowledge and skill w as of such a degree 1 have 
derived advantage from Iheso words of thme, and thou hast given into my 
hand the keys of the doors of expeiienec and wisdom I wish, now, that 
thou wouldest disclose to me in what luannei both mj bonds may be loosed 
and thou, too, mayeat remain safe Tell me how' it is possible that this can 
be effected^’ The Rat laughed and said, 

HEMtSllCH 

‘ For (‘very pim they have a cure too fixoJ 

My idea is to sever thy bonds, but to retain as a secunty for my own hie the 
piincipal knot, and to look out for an opportunity when thou hast something 
in hand of more importance than an attack upon mi', and when thou art not able 
to attend to me, and hast no leisure to do mu an injury I will then sever 
that knot also, in order that thou mayest be delivered from confinement, and 
T may escape from harm ’ The Cat perceived tliat the Rat was pci feet 
master of his own aflairs, and would not be moved fa om his course fay flattery 
or deceit He therefore uuwilhngly consented to that arrangement So the 
Rat severed the knots, but one that was the prmcipal one he left as it was 
Thus they brought that night to on end with conversation As soon as the 
'anka of the moniing came flj^mg forth in the eastern horizon,^ and spread its 
light-bestowing pinions over the regions of the world, 

coupiEr 

The slcv its swoid the siin, from Biahhoiil drew. 

Night gatfierid m her sUrt of snhle hue, 

and the hunter appeared m the distance Then the Rat said, ‘ The time 
18 come to release myseU from my promise, and to fulfil completely what I 
hod engaged to do ’ The Cat, too, when his eyes lighfa'd on the hunter, made 

* £idah-i, 'thou host been,’ le, during the time of our acquaintance without my 
knowing of it 

1 This impcirs more aciiirato than Stewart’a version, ‘As soon as the Phmnut of the 
morning half Iirnt hia tiight to the (astuni honion ' 
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sure of his own destniction, and expected to be put to death, when at that 
moment the Hat dirdcd tho remaining knot The Cat, in terror for his life, 
forgot tho Eat , and running off,‘ mounted to the top of a tree , and the Eat, 
having escaped from such a danger, crept into a hole Tho hunter hehidd tho 
meshos of the net broken and th(> knots severed, and was ov erjiawerod with 
astonishment lie took up the romama, and wont away disappointed After 
some time had passed the Eat put his hood out of the hole, and seeing the 
(''at ut a distance, was afraid to go near him The Cat called out to him, 

HEMISTICH 

‘ 9mci! thou hast si'cn me, foigu not tho roviTSc' ' 

Wherefore dost thou fly me ’ and iv^hy dost thou think fit to shun me ^ Art 
thou not sensible th.it tliou hast .icquircil a dear friend, and hast gamed a 
valuable store for thy i Inidron and descend, iits, and comji.inions and friendB ^ 
Como forivard, that T may requite thy goodness by iriy kind bthaviour, and 
that thou mayest expenenec in the moat approved fashion the iteouipense of 
thy courage and humanity For my part, I know not with ivhat tongue 
to express my acknowledgments of thy favors, oi m what words to discharge 
my thanks for thy compaasionute landness 

eOLl IFT 

] sniih, amm I blush , am glnil, yi ( iii a pensive nmurl , 

Fur f(ir thy gifts I cannot pav my ili’ht of gr.itituili ' 

Tlic Eat, howcM'i, just as helore, kept to the border of the carjx't of 
separation, and, avoiding the emirt of (ompniiiom-hi]), turned his countenance 
towards solitude and timidity, and iiistiibed the legend of this proverb on 
the register ot hi.s mmcl, ‘ This os an age of rejiadunneis, not a season of 
gtatdiide ' and repeated in a inouiiiful voice, 'lloiv beautilully have (hey 
said, 

HTAO/A 

‘ Riiih IS the ago, that from cacobii of wrong, 

'J’he life or goods of none suurc ran hi 
To ivhoiri (aa ni. nltiihuti, kiiidiiiss nuti ii throng 
"Who think thei do a fasui not to injure thee^' 

It apjicara to me that this is a season lor retirement and a time for diveatmg 
oneself ot husmess, and altei tfiis 1 yiuU have no inttueourao with any one, 
but relinquish all converse with ray conterapoianos 

UEMlbilCIl 

Would my fnoud me as lomrado have > No' lot him bo his own’ 

Tho Cat replied, ‘ Act not so, noi withhold from me thy presence 


' I am doubtful of the CAiict atUBO of pai ka»hdn here Stewart omits it 
^ I follow Stowart in trimslating thus I am persuaded, however, that an equivoque is 
intended, ns the I'craian may equallv well mean, ‘ Pretend not not to have seen me as thou 
art my Bight ,’ 1 c , dear to me as sight 
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Neither destroy the claims of friendship and the respect of old aoquaintanC/e, 
For whoever, by much exertion, has acquired a fnend, and, without cause, 
supinely permits him to pass beyond tlie circle of fiuendship, will remain 
excluded from the happy results of companionship, and his other friends, 
having lost all hope in him, wiU abandon his alliance 

COUPLET 

Think poorly of the man who frirnds has none, 

But worse of him who loses those he won 

Now thou hast conferred on me a vital obhgation, and I owe to thy kindness 
the blessing of life The vow, therefore, of friendship which I have pledged 
to thee IS safe from the incidents of change, and the amicable compact which 
I have formed is secure from the damage of being broken 

COUPLET 

Thou niayst scent the galo of faithfuliu ss and of truth without decay 
Till the final judgment, from each flower that hlosaoms from my clay 

And as long as my hie lasts I shall not foigot thy claims, and I will use oil 
possible efforts to shew thee kindness and honor m requital of what thou 
hast done foi me 

rOUPLEl 

Thankn fur thy faiore, clust'img roselike, whirh npoa thet rest so noil 
And am I not a lily, too, them with a hundred tongues to tell ’ ' 

Although the Cat made use of speeches of this description, and confirmed 
what he said by the most solemn oaths, wishing to raise the curtain of 
separation from between them, and to open the path of interconrsc, it was 
all, in tact, of no avaj, and the Hat rephed, ‘ Whenever enmity arises from 
accident, it may he removed simply by mtcrcouise and urbamty manifested 
by both jiarties In such cases there is no lault to find with persons mixing 
cheerfully together But when there is an inherent hostffity, though they 
may, to outward appearance, lay the foundation of friendship, there is no 
reliance to be placed thereon, and caution and circumspection must not be 
a jot abated, for the harm thereof is great and tho losult disastrous 'Where- 
fore it IS best that as the connection of homogeneousnoss does not exist 
between us, thou shouldest wean thy heart from my society, for I naturally 
flee from thy society with all my soul And whoever associates with 
those of a different species will meet with what befell the Frog ’ The Cat 
asked, ‘ How was that ’ ’ 
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STORY III* 

The Ra6 said, ‘ They have related that a mouse had taken up its abode on 
the bnnk of a fountain, and had fixed its residence at the foot of a tree 
A Frog, too, passed his time in the water there, and sometimes came to the 
margin of the pool to take the air One day coming to the edge of the water 
he continued iittcruig his voice in a lieart -rending cadence, and iiseuming 
himself to be a nightingale of a thousand melodies, he set free ivith his 
distressing tones the birds of the hearts [of his audience] tioui the cages of 
their bodies 

COUPLET 

'Tis tru< Ills cii'inLlc voice was liarsli and bad mougli, 
but tone Mild iLci utiun jollied made him (unijdetih iiiiigli 

At that time the mouse was iiigagcd in ihaiiting m a comer ut his cell 
Directly he heard llie uproaiious yelling of the Fuig he was astounded, aud 
came out with the intention oi taking a look at the reiitei , aud while 
occupied with listening to him, kept smiting his hands together and shaking 
his head Those gestures, which seemed to display approbation, pleased 
the Frog, and ho made advances tovvaids aiijuainlance with him The 
tongue of understanding was waniiiig linn not to associate with one of a 
difieieut spooiea, hut the vanity of his disposition was inclining him tow aids 
the mouse In slioit, beuig mutually pleased with raeli other, thej' heeamo 
insepaiahle companions, and used to ii.ui.ite to each othei enteitaniing stones 
and tales 

nisiiCKs 

Witli hcaita, as at a gaiiio ot diaughts, thi v pUynd, 

Nor BulTciLil iloulil thoir bosoms to iiivadc 
Oft to the mouse tin joyful Kiog would Inc, 

And till the tale of tup yearo' lilc gone hj 
iVii eager tongue denotes a frundlj mind. 

Ill-will IS tokened by a tongue confined 

One day the mouse said to tlie Frog, ' I am oftentimes desirous of 
disclosing to thee a secret, and n counting to thee a grief which I have at 
heart, and at that inoraont thou art abiding undei the water 

noUPLl T 

' Tie hard foi me where tliou art to repair 
And where I am my heart is hlkd with care 

However much I shout thou hearcst me not, owing to the noise of the water, 
and m spite of my crying to thee, the sound cannot reach thee, because of the 
clamor of the other frogs We must devise Borne artifice hy which thou 


Stcwjit omits the translation of this story 
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mayest know when I come to the bnnk of the water, and thus mayest he 
informed of my arrival without my shouting to thee ’ The frog said, ‘ Thou 
speakest the truth I, too, have often pondered uneasily, thmkmg, should 
my tiiend come to the brink of the water, how shall 1, at the bottom of this 
tountam, learn his arrival ’ and how absolve myself of the anxiety which he 
will be enduring to gain sight of me^ And it sometimes happens that I, too, 
come to the mouth of thy hole, and thou hast gone out from another side, 
and I have to wait long 1 had intended to liavc touched somewhat on this 
subject to thee, but thou thyself, with the kindness thou posscssest, has sot 
forth the crrcumstance, and with eandoi of heart hast made known the 
hidden feelings of my own mind Now the aiTangcmeiit of this matter rests, 
too, with thee 

HEMI'.TICIl 

Thv ludgmont fuir lays ricry project well ’ 

The mouse rejilied, 'I have got hold of the thread of a plnu, and it appears 
to me the best thing to get a long strmg, and to fasten one end to thy foot, and 
tie the other tiglil louiid ray own, in oidei that when 1 come to the water’s 
edge and shale the stung, thou niaja^t know what 1 want, and if thou too 
art so kind as to come to tfic dooi of my cell, I may also get information of 
this by your jerking the string ' liotli parties agre cd to this, and the Imot of 
friendship was in tins inauiiei finiiJy scriued, and HilJ' weie also kept 
informed of one anotliet'scoudilioii One day, the mouse i arae to the watei’a 
edge to seek the i'rog, in ordci to rinew their friendly (onverse All of a 
sudden a erow, like an nntorisedi calamity, flew down from the .iir, and 
snatching up the mouse, soared up with him The stung which was tied to 
the leg of the mouse dreyy forth the frog fi om the bottom of the water, and, 
as the other leg was iaslened to the Trog's leg, he wa-' suspended hr ail down- 
wards m the air The now flew on, hobhiig the mouse in its beak, and lowei 
down the Ting hanging head downwards People witnessing tliat extra- 
ordinary sight, were utlcuug in the road vanous jokes and saieasiiis, ‘A 
strange thing this, that coiitiaiy to his wont a ciow'has made prey of a fiog,’ 
and ‘ Never hc-fore was a hog the piey of a now ’ The Fiog was howling out 
in roidj’, 'Now, too, a frog is not tlie piey oi a crow, hut flora (he bad luck of 
associatmg with a mouse, I have been caught m this calamity, and he who 
associates with those of a diffeioiit species desenes a thousand times as much 

LowPLrr 

"fyor wurtJi the friend oi different race ' 'twerc best 
To seek a well-matrhrd comrade — 0 mj gut'st ' ' 

And the citation of this story carries with it this beneficial advice, that no 
one ought to associate with one of a different race', in order that like the 
frog, he may not he siispimded on the stiiug of calamity And for my own 
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part I have no desire to mingle with those of my own race, then what must 
I feel towards those of another ^ 

VPBSE 

Lc'iivc the guy crowd, thou' who wouldst be alone, 

And th) own etlf thy own companion he 
The Simurgh won hj this the hird-king's throne, 

And IS culled thiity ' though hut one is he ’ 

The Cut rejoined, ‘ Since thou hadat no wish for aociety, why didst thou 
show, in the eomrncncoraent, all lhat courh-sy ^ Ily thy friondly and jiolito 
nianner, thou eaptiiiedat me, and when 1 have heromc toot-hound in the 
snare of fiicndship, thou severest the cord of union and begLiineat to separate 

anAiitA.U( 

With truth, 0 cup-huaror' at lirst, thou to me the f.ur gnhlit didst offer. 

Hut soon I grew drunken, and thou (roni thj hand ilulst tli,it goblet resign 
Since at last thou uiteiidedst the bus of Borrowful juitiiig to jirolli i, 

Bay, why at ( oimoenmig pimiit to my lips the bwi 1 1 di auglit of pine wine > ' 

The Hat replied, ‘ At that tiuie 1 stood lu need of thee , imd a wise- man, 
it he fall mto a difhculty tiom which lu iii.ti hope to exliicntc himsell by 
the aid of an enemy, mil undoubtedly have rcouise to coni iliatury ineasures 
and cxcit himself to display the juoois of liis legaid .kflerwards if ho 
should fori see any m|ury to himself, lie mU shun Ids society, not thiough 
enmity oi perveisity', nor from aceisuui oi aiiog.mtt, but just as the young 
of annnals follow thtii mothers tor the .soke of the milk, aiid wlieii they are 
independent of that natuie, .ih.indoii their societv without any pievioua 
distiuht Nor does any lutelligeiiL pieison impute that cimcbul to enmity, 
but -when advantage is withheld, it apjieais nuiie leaaimablo that the 
ccmnoutiou should c ease 

VFllSt 

He by whosi jid wi can sunn our ends, 

Ills pu'wcni c JOT to lioait aud boiil mil lirinf,'' 

But In', Avliosi coiiNtrsL iioUung j^ocul .ittuuK, 
rrom niLi'tmg Lim Bome mistliuts SA\ift -will ‘^pnii^ 

^foicovci my natuic iiud thine liavc in thuir oiigiu been prcdi=iposed tu 
hostility, and the fame of our enmity has leaclied the heaniig of all, and it 
IS imboddcd in our chspiositions , and no gieat clepeiidimee can be placed on a 
fncndsliip which has arisen of necessity, in orclei to cxpedifc something 
imperatively reijuiied, nor can much weight be attached to it Poi when 
the necessity is rcmovxd things will assuredly return to thcir oiigiiial st'lo 
Thus water, ho long as it is set over the luc, will keep warm, hut whoif it is 
taken off w’lll become cold as before And cveiy one knows that the rat has 

^ Th(i(‘ 18 an ahnird pun here on thr woid shnwgh, nhuh, il written aoparattly, ni mnryh 
signifiofi, ‘ thii ty Inrdfa ' 
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no more dangerous enemy than the cat, and I am convinced that thou hast no 
mclmation towards me, save that thou wishest to prepare a draught for thy 
breakfast of my blood, and to use my flesh to supply thy morniug meal 
And no sophistry will avail to allure me to thee, or to make me rely or 
confide in thy friendship 

UEMISTIca 

When did tats fed maternal loie for rata * ' 

The Cat said, ‘Dost thou speak these words in caniest, or, in point of 
fact, dost thou merely jest and banter^’ The Dat leplied, 

IIEMIHTILH 

‘ Witli life at atiike what room tliorc for pliiv ® 

I speak this in solemn serinusness, and I iim convmied that it is safer for a 
weak ercature like me to sliun tlie sonety ol a jioivrrlul one like thee, and 
for a weak man in abstain from n contest with a strong one Dorif he hajijien 
to act at vaiianco with this lule, he will receive a wound which will not be 
curable with any plaster 

toiPLtr 

The weak man who n strong defies, Will (all so as no more to rise 

I am now of opinion that it is advisable tor me nt present to he tully on my 
guard towards thee, and that tiioii shoulJest be wnTy of the hunter, and then 
between mo and thee there wiU be ii puiity ol tiiiLh nhuh can bo relied on 
Tor the best foundation for u sincere friendship is coincidence of sentiment 
and mental actjuamtance ' 

COUrLFT 

If I and thou in mul approxinmtr. It matters nut if place ns sepiiiatc ’ 

We must confine oui selves to this, for closer umon is impossible, and the 
pomt of conjunction is quite heyoud the circle ol discussion ’ The Cat began 
to be much agitated, and uttered lamentations mingled with tears, and 
outenes fraught with anguish ot heart, and said, 

STANZA 

“Tih fortune’s Eout, stith disappointmi nt’s steil, 

Til separate compaimiim 1 can, then, do nought 
inien Boul trom body parts, see ' what all feel , 

And )tt to part with friends with floicor pain is fraught ' 

With these declarations they took leave of each other, and turned to their 
respective homos Now, a wise man of clear intellect will draw the 
foUowmg lesson from this story In time of emorgemey ho will not let slip 
an opportunity of making truce with an enemy, and nhen his object is 
attamed, he will not neglect to observe the requisite caution Praise be to 
God ’ the Rat, notwithstanding hia weakness and helplessness when cncom- 

I That is, according to Rtewart, ' distant intcrcourao ' 
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paaaed by a variety of penis, and amroimded by powerful foes and mighty 
enemies, by having recourse to ingenious stratagems drew one of them into 
the net of amity, and by means of his friendship escaped from the torrent of 
calamity, and having found an opportunity, discharged lus promises, and 
fulfilled the duties of caution and foresight If persons of wisdom and 
understanding, and people of sagacity and penetiation, will make these 
experiences a pattern for their own undei takings, and take these directions 
as their guide in performing the important hutmesb of life, both the eom- 
mencements and the conclusions of their affairs will be linked and attended 
with abundant success , and happmess lu this world and blessing in the next 
wdl accompany them in their fortunate carcei 

STANZA 

They who the guidance of tho wise obey , 

Danger will ne'ir their happ) stati tome nigli 
Till waters of t’Tperiinre .illay, 

Fur them the dust of trouhlis, so that it 
Will iK\ei lest upon thru fortiints high 
Aud who tliiir greatness prudently tommit 
To raatious keeping — iii tluii dignity 
No evil ludueiite will woiL detay 
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CHAPTEE YIII 

ON AVOIDING THE MAI,EVOLENT, AND NOT EELYING ON THEIR 
rilOEESSIONS OF ATTACHMENT 

JNIEOBUCTION 

The world-adorning King said to the Sage of fortunate judgment, 

coupiEr 

‘ 0 Tliiiu ' whu like Hid lattii moiu, from Lfad to tuiit, art [Hitl and truL , 

And, hk( to 'VT^ifldom's puma] raj, art nljoll} niiii. aJid kami-d too 

Thou hast with discour'io liei from tlie reproach of I.iult, and arrangement 
dull oi the brand of doubt and suspicion, ledated tlie stoiy of one who, wdien 
ovcrjiowcnng cneinioH and tnuinphant loei assailed him, and there rvas no 
waj tor flight on any side, and a safe egress Wiis not to be imagined, yet 
sought assistance fiom one of those foes and arranged a peace, and by the aid 
of hiB idliaiice escaped from the injuries of the others, and remained secure 
from danger, and peril, and mischief, and calamity, and having faithfully 
performed lus promise made at that crisis hi his foe, \et preserved hia own 
person from him, and, by the blessing of caution and the happy influence of 
sagacity, amved fiom the whirlpool of calamity on the shore of safety and 
salvation Kow, I respectfully reejuest thee to recite the story of the 
rancorous aud malignant, wdiother it is better to shun and avoid them, or to 
mix wutli them and join m their mirth If one ot them should make con- 
ciliatory advances, and manifest a desire to he courtcoufi, ought one to hsten 
to liini, or altogether deny to his offers a place in one's consideration The 
Brahman said, 

COUPLET 

0 thou ' far-tt'Ding like tlio iniml, fnmi wisdom's early riac. 

Like reason, fiom comimnument of in .ition skilled and wise 

VVTiocvcr is assisted by tlie grar'C ol the holy spirit, or is supported by the 
aid of perfect reason, will undoubtedly see that it is meumhent to practise 
in all hie aflaiis the utmost caution, and will well diBcem the divisions of 
good and ill, and the positions ot gam and detriment, nor will it be 
concealed from him tliat it is more safe to withdraw horn tnends who are 
displeased, and fiom companions who have been mjured And to avoid the 
ambushed wiles of the malicious and tlie perils of the treachery of those who 
pretend to sell wheat, while they arc vendors of barley, is a cause of security 
from danger And this especially is the case, when one sees with the eye of 
understanding a change m his friend’s internal sentiments and an alteration 
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in hiB confidence, and amreyB with clcamesa the doubtmga of [hia former 
friends’] mind and the suspieiona of his heart 

lEBSE 

Ib thy foe vexed and injured ? then, beware ' 

Who haa been hnrt will strive to wound again 
IIiB first adinnccE may be kind and fair, 

At kbt he'll miiU thee aiiflur rueful pain 

And -whoever discemh m the rebcntfiil the signs of hostility, must take 
care not to give them a good opportunity', nor to be deceived by their 
oily language and shew of courtesy Nor must he neglect caution and 
ngilance, and foresight , for if he act contrary to this principle, he will 
make a target of his life for the arrow ot calamity, and kmdlo the firo 
of anguish in the area of liis breast 

LOUl'LFT 

Tcj f( c 1 hoiure from enemieb, is fraught with many an ill , 

Who vows neglect, his gamer must with heart’s affliction fill 

And of the numbei of stonch, which have been inscribed on the volume 
of the minds ot the venerable, that of Ibn-i Madin and tho Liuk possesses 
great beauty and perfect oxeellencc ’ The kmg asked, ‘ How was that ^ ' 

STORY I 

The Drahmaii said, ‘Ihey hate nlatcd tliut theie was a king, -whoso 
name was Tbn-i Sliidi'n, possessed nt a lofty spiiit, and clear mtilloet He 
had raised the lofty edifice ot his kingdom by the exertions ot power to 
the dome of Arctiirus, and, with the aid of the geometrician, grandeur, had 
earned the extensive pedestal of his glory beyond the pinnacle of the 
heaven of heavens 

conriET 

A king with angil-rrtinuc , ,is Janihhld fartiindtu , 

Throned on the moon and sun , and like the sky m lofty state 

And he had an attachment of the stiongcat kind for a Lark Now this 
Lark was a bird of pertcct beauty, and ench.iutiiig voice, and pleasmg foim, 
and graceful shape The kmg was always talking to it, and was delighted 
With its sweet answers and pleasant tales 

-VEUSE 

Sweet are winning words and fair, 

And honeyed tales the heart rejoice 
And he, who does these nch gifts share, 

Will bo the nobles', princes’ choice 


' The editions read muhiml-i nikk, but I would substitute the reading of the MSS,, 
mahall-i nHyit, which appears to me to be undoubtedly the true reading 
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It happened that the Lark laid an egg, and brought forth a young one 
in the palace of the Ling The latter, from excess of fondness [for the 
bird] ordered it to be biought into the seraglio and the attendants of that 
part of the palace were commanded to take the greatest care in ohenshmg 
it and its young Now that very day a son was bom to the lung, on 
■whose forehead shone the rays of nobleness, and on the pages of whose 
condition gleamed the lustre of happy fortune 

flTA\7A 

lie ^as a monn, that in perfoction'*? nky 

Arnqc , and tip' or through roimtlcsa yoar^ was such 
Ilcheld , — Llcar-hc.irttd, of bright dehtmy, 

And radiant foutstipii, gilding all tbej toui-h , 

Of form anjfludl, Mill-htarrcd, aujfiiht, 

That iiiihU Hudling did liesh lift impart 
Til the rosc-^nrehn of tht empin jiiat 
As the frLsli north wind stirs the loliagi of the heart 

As Ihc } oung one of the Lark grew up, the prince too advanced, and a 
viisL atladimcnt arose between them , and the royal child -wab ever plapng 
with that young bird, and every day the I^ark used to fly to the nioimtains 
and plains, and to bring two truits of a kind unknown to men , or, if 
known, unprocurable by them One fnut it gave to the pnnee, and -svith 
the other it fed ils own young one, and both roLshing -what was thus given 
them, ate it vilh enjoyment and eagerness, and the beneficial effects 
thereof were most rapidly Msihle m invigornting their bodies and strength- 
ening their frames Acooidingly, in a short time they grew much 

roorLl.r 

Thrj sprang up tall in st.ituic , lloundung bike tbr fresh grass in timrnf earl} spring 

And through those services the Lark was daily more honored and esteemed, 
and its place in the king’s favoi and regard advanced every hour Some 
time jiasBcd in this way, and time wrote many leaves — white and black — the 
leiwes of day and night One day the Lark had gone away and its young 
one leapt on the young prince’s bosom, and, with the claw of ■violence, 
inflicted a wound in his hand The fire of wrath blared up in the pnnee, 
and plunged him into the whirlpool of inconsiderate action and violence, bo 
that he oast dirt into the eyes of honorable feeling, and magnanimity, and, 
giving to the winds the ties of friendship and long acquaintance, seized the 
bird by the leg and, whirling it round his head, dashed it with such force 
against the ground, that it was instantly crushed ' and penshed on the rack 
of destruction 


' Lit , ' hwamc equal with the ground ’ 
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COUPLET 

Alas’ the rose's teuder branch, which did hut now its blossoms spread, 

Too soon, before the chilly breath of autumn, has those blossoms shod 

When the Lark returned, it beheld its young one killed There was cause 
to fear that the bird of its life would take wing from the cage of its body 
From horror at that oircumstanco, a mouiniiig aiosc in its heart — the type of 
the lamentation at the last judgment And from the ocnirrence of that 
catastrophe, grief took up its place within the Laik's bosom as ineffaceable as 
characters on stone It raised its lamentations and outcries to the height of 
the moon and the planet Mercury 

COUPLET 

‘ Ah me I the light tint did anoint my i Ics’ far seeing gaze is lost, 

The haf of joj iii inj sad licait, is gone, and all my hopes are crossed ’ 

After iiiufh lamcnt.itnm and infinite i egrets, the Lark thought to itself, 

‘ Thou hast kindled tins flame of cal.iiiiity, and it is thou that hast sold the 
goods of tiaiuiuillity for the iipioai of dislicss Humble' as thy state is, 
thou shouldcst have in.ide thy iiesl on the top of uwall What hadst thou 
to do with the seuiglio ot the sultan^ and when thou onghtest to have been 
engaged in rc.irmg thy young, why didst thou t'mploy thjself in the tutelage 
of the king’s sou' ILulst ttiou been satisfli d with thy ooinu imd thy morsel, 
thou woiililcst not this day li.ive bein involved in this calamity, and 
wnuldcst not have suttcied grief troin these circumstances And sages have 
said, ' H.ipless is any one who is thiuwn upon the society of the tvrrinmcal, 
for the rein ot tluir good tailh is very rel.ixed, aiul the basis of then fidelity 
IS very w oak They li iv'e .ilwnys the dieek of honor kcciated by the injuries 
of oppression, and they fill up the fountain of generosity with the dirt of 
irisinceiity and injustice A'eithei has former eompauinuship any weight 
with them, nor do they regaid previous servuees and the ties ot attendance 

COUPTET 

In the sen ICC of a peison quite clciincl of grateful scnHC, 

Mnat thou nut thy timo h't pinali, without thanha or rocumpenso 

In the school of the rt vengeful they regard the loigivcness of offences, which 
IS the attribute of liheial men, as inadmissible and prohibited And m- 
gratitude, which brands the impious, they think allowable and admissible m 
the law of pride Pray, then, what advantage con one derive from associat- 
ing with parties who forget the previous services of their sincere friends ' or 
what henofitfl can result from attendance on a class who allow the friendly 
connection of interested associates to pass from their memory ' 


' The printed edition bos here khart for khwdri, and in the nest line m<Mhghkl shud for 
mashghvl bagad nbud' 
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CO TJ VIST 

Onr wlin ik Hind to fnendship's rightsi, 'twcro yliamc 
To niration, in the rink of men, lu? nirae 

And I linve nssot latcd myself ivitli a tribe who miikc no account of tho 
peqictnitiiin of things of gycat magnitude, where themselves are the offenders, 
while they legiird a trifling fault on the part ot others is excessive 

cooplut 

Have tlicv 1 failiug of thiir oi^n-’ they call 't 
VirtuL , and name thy virtui i hiigt fault 

And I, in fine, vnll not let slip the opportunity of revenge and the hour of 
requital, and I wiU not rest nor allow myself to repose until I have exacted 
vengeance foi my young one from this merciless tyiant and ciuel oppressor, 
who, without just grounds, has slam one bom at the same time, lus play- 
mate, and compiimoii and tnend, and without a cause has destroyed the 
sharer of his house and bed 

COUPLH 

I'll set all love, all pity, ton, aside. Ami (ml for iny burning hate provide 
He then Sprang remoisekssly m the face of Ihc jinnee, and lore out tho 
world-surveying eyes of that lefteshcr of the visual organs of the empiie, 
and, flying away, settled on a pinnacle of tho castle Intelligence of this 
was couveyod to the king He wept lor the eyesight of his son, and wished 
to entice the bird into tbe not of deceit, and having imjinsoned it in the cage 
of calamity, to command that the pumshincnt due to its offence should be 
earned into execution Tic then came under the castlc-wall, and standing 
ojipositc the Laik, said, ‘ Fiiend of my existcnee ' come down from this 
height for tliy life is sate 

IIFHISTIl II 

Wlut thuupli til] inubky tTt.ss(b erred ► 'Tis past 
Kow destroy not our mtercourst*, nor taunc the plant of my enjoyment to 
wither ' Tho Laik rcjdied, ' 0 king ' it is the hounden duty of all to obey 
thy command Alter ivandenng for a long time in the desert of reflection I 
had arrived at the confines of this thought, that for the remainder of my life 
I should regard the royal palaec as the sanctuary of my wishes, and the shnne 
of my prosj'cnty, and not g,iUop the steed of my energies, save m the court of 
this loi d My idea was that I might he h.ipjiy and tranquil under the shade of 
thy favor, hke the doves m tho temple of Makkah, and, exertmg myself in the 
path ' of honourable and kindly feelmg, I might arrive at the elevation of a 
pure unruffled rontciit Now, however, that they have thought fit to slay my 
young one m the seraglio like a saonftce offered by pilgnms, how can I have 


' For the marwal-i ?mrmrat of the oditinns, I feel inclined to read, with some MSS 
lartUh-i mamwat, and 1 have translated accordingly However, aomo may prefer maneat, 
tuj u'icmng to the templt of Makkah mentioned just before 
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any desire left to circumambulate ' this house And yet, notwithstanding ail 
this, if I were aware of anything equivalent to sweet life, I would acqmesce 
and take service with the ladies of the sacred precincts of the seraglio, but, 

OOOPLET 

The bird once Beared that bus eacapod tho nit, 

Will for no grain its toixor then forget 

And moreover the traditionary aaymgi ‘ The helieveT will tioi he stunff from one 
hole twtee,' is proved correct and it behoves an acute person not to try the same 
thing twice, nor to suffer a second time from the wound of the same animal 

COirLBT 

Hast thou o’er heard the saying of the wise > 

‘ He mil repent ulo the once tested tries ’ 

And, iigiiin, it la clear to the luminous mmd of tho king that on offender 
cannot live secure For if his punishment in this temporary state be delayed, 
yet that of the eternal world is still to bo expected by him And if, by the 
aid of lofty good-fortune he escape the former, he must taste the bitterness of 
chastisement through the sufferings of liis children and grandchildren, and 
he must in this way experience the abasement of the tortures and disastrous 
results which his crime entails For the temper of the world is a Bccunty for 
tho quality of requital, and the disposition of fortune guarantees the character 
of proportionate rewards Accordingly the king’s sou devised treachery 
against my young one, and from me, without my option, but in the way of 
requital, aitlictiou fell iqioii him And it is impossible that any one should 
dniik a draught from the cup of oppression, and not suffer from tho 
intoxication of calamity , or plant the seedling of injustice in the garden of 
action, and not itap the fiuit ot tortmc and anguish 

tOUPLEr 

Fools that sow Boeds of tolocynth, must not 
£apc( t to r( ap swci t cane will be their lot 

Hut, pcihaps, tho king has not heard the story of Danadil ‘ and the 
thieves, and the rotnbiitiou which befeU the latter has not reached the royal 
oar ^ ' The king asked, ‘ IIow was that ’ ’ 

STORY II 

The Lark said, ‘ They have related that in the city of Rakkah there 
was a darvesh, adorned with estimable quahties and commendable manners, 
and the plant of his actions was beautified with the flowers of virtuous 
feelings and excellent habits Inasmuch as he possessed a heart rendered 

' The word tawdf Bigniflts the circumanihulatioii of the K'abah by pilgnma, which they 
ore enjoined to do eoren times 

‘ That IS, ‘ Wise-heart ' 
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wise by a knowledge of fspintuaJ truth, they used to call him Danadil and 
the people of that eity cntertiimed a strong regard for him 

COOrLET 

He to whom liisrlom docs all truths impart. 

Is the seal's frund, the omtmeut of the heart. 

At one time in his life he set out on a pilgrimago to the Sacred IIoUBe,* 
and entered on his journey witliout a friend or companion A party of 
thieves came up with him , and, suspecting that he hod considerable wealth, 
formed the desire of sl.ijing hfm Danadil said, 'The worldly wealth that 
I have with me is no gieat matter, heyond what will suffice as provision 
for the way on my pilgiimage If your wishes aic satisfied by that amount, 
it IS of no conseijucnee, take the things mid leave me alone to bring this 
j’oumoy to an end in rehance on God and destitute of olhei suppoit, and 
to make of the duet of the temple's threshold a collynum for the eye 
of my expectation 

court PT 

I’U to Ills dwtllmg go, my hiodupuii his threshold lay, 

And make collynuiii for my eyis of dust fiom liis doorway ’ 

I 

The mcrcilosa robbers, giving no heed to these w ords, drew their swords 
to put him to death The hapless darvesh looked in eveiy diiection liko 
one aghast , and, as la the wont of those in distress, sought for aid and 
dohvcronce In that terrible desert and fearfal and alarming wilderness, 
not a living creature met his sight, bare that at that time a floik of cranes 
was flying above their heads Danadil called out, ‘ 0 cranes' 1 h.ivo fallen 
captive m this desert into tho hands of cruel men, and, save the Lord of 
the unseen world, no ono is aupiamled with my condition Do ye exact 
vengeance for mo from this gang, and require my blood at their hands’’ 
Tho robbers laughed and said, ‘ What is thy name ’ ’ lie rejilicd, ‘ Danadd. ’ 
‘Marry,’ quoth they, 'thy heart has not a particle of wisdom We aie 
sure that thou art a fool And w'hocvci ih devoid of reason there will 
ensue nothing very bad from IcUling him ’ Danadil replied, ‘ Hwely thou 
wilt we whmi the dust is cleared awaij,' 1 will here recite m your car somewhat 
as to retribution, and I will bring under joui observation a Uiflo with 
respect to the requital of aotioas , but yet a class of whose nature the 
characteristic is, ‘ They are deaf, dumb, and blind, therefore will they not 
repent f ’ what knowledge have they of this matter’ 

' Tho temple at MaLtah 

’ Kur'hii, FI 11 17, Mar IB, Sale, p 3, 1 7 'These aro tho men, who have pur- 
chased error at the price of true direction but their traffic hath not been gamfaL neither 
have they been rightly directed They ore like unto one vrho kindloth a fire, and when it 
hath enhahtenei all around him , God taketh away their light and leavoth them m darkness, 
they shall not see . they are deaf, dumb, and blind, therefore will they not repent ’ 
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OOOSLKT. 

If one with prudence, too, poaecesod an cAr, 

He would thoBo sayings with deep pleasure hear ’ 

However muoli Danidil addressed them, the ear of their understanding 
was msensible to his truthful discourse, and the visual faculty of their sight 
did not behold the manifestation of the beauty of reality They killed him 
and took his effects When the news of hia murder reached the people of the 
city, they were sad and felt much regret for his loss, and wore ever on the 
look-out to catch his murderers At last, after a oonsidorable mtorval most 
of the inhabitants of that city had assembled on the day of ’Id m worship, 
and the murderers of Ddnadil also had taken their places m one comer m 
that meeting In the midst of the prayers, a number of cranes passing 
through tho air flew over the heads of the robbers, and uttered such plaintive 
cries, that from their wailing tho people stopped reading the daily lessons, 
and the repetition of tho names of God One of the robbers laughed, and 
said sneermgly to a comrade, ‘ They are certainly requiring the blood of 
Danadil ’ It happened that one of the inhabitants of the city overboard 
this speech, and told it to another In a short tune they informed tho 
governor of it They were then sensed, and after a short inquiry they con- 
fessed, and the retribution for the innocent blood [they had shed] having 
reached them, they met with the suitable rctahation 

STANZA 

Thiougbout this world, who did e’er strmg the bow 
(If wrong, that on him was not swiftlv hurled 
Eternal turscs, shift-likc, and lie so 

became a butt foi vengeance > 111 this world 
Who thinks to pla) the tyrant, will ere long 
A warning prove to those he fain would wrong 

And I have adduced this story m order that the king may know that my 
boldness in wounding the prince was inspired by retributive justice and the 
requirements of retaliation Else whence could a feeble bird have strength 
for such a deed ’ And since this action has been perpetrated by me, the 
command of reason, the controller, is, that I should not obey thy msndatc , 
nor, relying upon thee, be led by tho coid of treachery and deceit into a pit 

nEHisrioH 

’Tib beet I shun the aervioc of the king ’ 

The king rephod, ‘ What thou host said is allied to tmthfulness and 
prudence, and fraught with the advantages of wisdom and the beneflcial 
results of good sense, and I know that, in accordance with the Baying, ' The 
htffinner ts the most m the wrong' the fault was my son’s, since without any 
previous offence on its part he kiUed thy young one Thus, then, by way of 
retnbution, as it is said, ' The retabation of evil ought to he an evil propor- 

2 0 2 
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twnate thereto,'' thou haat exacted a rightful quittance Nay more, I am 
thaiikful that thou didst not proceed to slay him, and wast satisfied -with 
destroying his sight Now, neither hast thou any rancor left, nor have I 
any wish to injure thee Bclieip my word, and do not foolishly persevere 
m withdrawing and separating thyself, and know that 1 regard revenge as a 
faihng in man, and look upon forgiveness as one of the virtues of noble 
minds I will never smite the hand of rejection upon the forehead of virtue, 
nor turn the face of acceptance towards vice Nay, ray desire is to do good 
in return foi evil, and if an injury befall me from any one, to reoompcnce 
him with a benefit 

aUATRAlSI 

' Tis not our practifp to be pretext!. (.OLkiiig, 

(liHid-will and truthful spenting are our mood 
And tlioM' who wrath upon ns ha\(i hien wreaking, 

Ifave ne the power, to Hiriti we aye do good ’ 

The Lark replied, 'Sly return is altogether impossible, for the wise 
renounce the coinp.imnnslup of a friend who has been alienated, and it is 
recorded among the nuxims of sagts, that although men may shew an 
increase of courtesy and conciliation to persons whose icelings have boon 
wounded, and regard it as incumbent on them fo treat such persons with 
respect and kindliness, still their suspicions and aicrsion -nill augment, and 
this being the ease, it becomes necessary to avoid them 

STANZA 

My fru'iid ' when thou hasC any one offendid, 

Oi not on soothing him intent 
Tin, more he sds thy atrriies exteinkd. 

The more liis doubts of thee augment ’ 

The king rejoined, ' O Laik’ cease these words, lor fhou art iis a son to 
me, nay, even dearer slill, and I have not tho samo affection fur any of my 
kinsmen or connections, that 1 have for thee No one evei plans nii.srhief 
iigamst hiB own kin, oi entei tiuns vengetul or hostile feelings towards his 
intimates’ The Lark answered, ‘The wise have delivoied their sentence as 
to relations, and have spoken in detail as to the Lircumstances of each , and 
have thus pronounced, ‘Hother and fathei aie real fnends," and brothers 
are as comrades and attaihed companions , and a wife is in tho position of 
one who Shari'S in social intercourse, and daughters arc equivalent to 
antagonists, and all other kinsfoUc aic no hotter than strangers But men 

' Kur’tui, FI iln 38, Mar 39, Snip, p 360, 1 27, 'But the reward, which is with 
God IS better, anil more durable for those who belii'ie, and put their trust m their Lord , 
and who, wlien an injury is done them, arengu themselves, (and the re- 
taliation of evil ought to he an evil proportionate thereto ,) hut he who forgiveth, and is 
rernnciled unto his enemy, shall rcieire his reward horn God, for He loveth not the unjust 
doers ' 

- From these lin^s w( may loom tho distinction between dust and and ytir and 

as! ml , these woids being la fact a deseemling senes 
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wish for a son to perpetuate their name, and regard him as the same as soul 
and body, nor do they allot to any one a share in the value and regard they 
sot upon him Thus I can never be to thee in the place of a son , and even 
supposing that thou shouldest hold me as a son, yet when calamity comes 
upon thee, and misfortune and disaster assail thee, thou wilt cease to regard 
me, for however dear one may hold anothci, and however much he may 
say, ' I prefer thee to myself and would not withhold my life for thee , 

HDMISTICH 

WLat then is life, that it foi thee I should furbcai to saentiee > ' 
when trouble arises and things e imc to such a point that life must be 
renounced, a person will undoubtedly convey himself from the strait of that 
peril to the open expanse of laifety. and will in no wise sacrifice the ready 
coin of existence for another 

OOUI'LFl ' 

A man alioulcl from no risk, or ptnl tij, Nor fur thu sake of others fear to die 

But perhaps the kmg has not heard tlic story of the Old Woman and 
ituhaatf, and has not been iiiloimed of what happened to tlicm The king 
said, ‘Explain to me how that was ’ 

STOltY III 

The Lark said, ‘They have related that an indigent Old Woman had a 
daughter, by name Muhaati, such that the lull moon envied the bnghtnesb of 
her lustrous check, and the world-iUuminating sun, from the reflection of 
her enchanting couiitenanec, sate down perspimig with shame 

AEllHF 

Maid of soft words, that stoic the sense away, 

And lohbed the sweetincat-maker of hia worth 
Did she but one eoqmttish gran display, 

It raised a thousand tiouhles on the earth, 

And her one look to thousand broils gave biith 

All of a sudden the blighting glance of unpropitious fortuno having fallen 
on that rose-chcckcd cypress, she laid her head on the pillow of sickness , and 
m the flower-garden of her beauty, in place of the damask-rose, sprang up 
the branch of the saffron Hci frosh jessamine, from the violence of the 
bummg illness, lost its moisture , and her hyacinth full of curls, lost all its 
endurance from the fever that consumed her 

C'OCTLET 

Her graceful form, with lengthened sufferings spent, 

Was like her perfumed musky tresses — bent 

The Old Woman hovered round her daughter, and with eyes moist as vernal 


' This couplet IS endentir out of its place It shoidd follow the hooustieh, otherwise 
it directly contradicts the speakti's sentiments 
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clouda, was saying tenderly and sorrowfully, ‘ Life of thy mother ’ may my 
bfe be a sacniicc for thee, md may the head of this infirm one, weaned ont 
in the comer o£ distress, be the dust of thy feet ' I wiU mako myseU an 
offering for thee, and redeem, with the half hfe I possess, thy existence 

REUISTICII 

Docs thy head ochc ’ then for it me devote ' 

Every morning she used to say, with many sighs and lamentations, ‘ 0 
God ' spore this young inexjicncnccd maid, and take in her stead this broken- 
down old woman tired of her life 

VHllSF 

What of my life rcmaiiu to me. 

Take and mercase her life withal 
Though dwindled to a hair 1 be, 

From her head lot not one hair fall ’ 

In short the Old Woman, in accordance with the love of mothers and 
maternal tendemesa, day and night exerted herself m prayer and supplication, 
and freely offered to bestow the life which was left to her for her beloved 
ehild One day it happened that a cow bolongmg to the old woman returned from 
the desert, and entered the kitchen , and induced by the smell of soup, put its 
head in to a cauldron, and ate the contents But when it tried to extricate its 
head, it was unable to do so Thereupon, becoming furious, it went out of the 
kitchen with the pot just as it was, on its head , and ran from one comer to 
another At the tune the cow came hack the Old Woman w as not m the house, 
and was ignorant of those circumstances When she came home and saw on 
object of that form and appearance gomg round the house, she imagined 
that it was Izrail, who had come to seize the soul of Muhastf Eorthwith 
she uttered a shriek, and said most piteously, 

VEME 

' Angel of death ' Mubaeti am not I , 

I nm but a poor old woman, full of woe 
Then if thou would’ at remove her apint, why. 

She IS within that chamber, thou must know 
Yos ' if Muhosti 18 required by thoc, 

Lo ' she IS there , take her, hut let mo go ’ 

Thus whom she rolued in security. 

She soon surrendered , seeing danger near 
Know ' if the question is to live or die. 

To every man himself will proro most dear 

And I, this day, have divested myself of all connections and separated myseK 
from all mankind, and I have been so plentifully supphed with thmgs m thy 
service that the caravan of my strength is loaded therewith, and is unable to 
support any farther burthen 

' Lit , ' Tam me nmnd thy head ’ This means ‘ devote,’ as m the ceremony of taking 
another's eolamitips upon one Fu/s Hkndn-i Islhm, p 1)2, note 
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HEMISTICH 

I fear my bod) is tao focblo, and this burthen cannot boor 

And what bvmg being can endure that they should give the comer of hia 
heart to tho fire of injustice, and its limit to the winds of destruction ^ 
and having cast tho light of his eyes into the glonm of extinction, 
should depni o him of the joy of his hfe ^ And when 1 think of my precious 
offspring, that was the hght of my tearfiil ejes, and the dchght of my 
afilicted breast, the sea of regret rolls its billows, and plunges the vcbbcI of 
patience into the whirlpool of perturbation, and the flanie of the fire of 
bewilderment, rising highei, consumes at once the goods of endurance and 
toleration 

STAN^A 

I wander in a nuild of gntf, and to the sea that eiriles round me 
Nunc tan find ri litiiil, surd) shoit oi limit none ii thire 
I Bald 1 would, hy patiniie, llei the w.ilii) |irim»i-housi that hound mo 
IjO ' the ship cif patience loiindors, nought is left me hut deipair 

And m addition to nil this, my life u. not safe, and to be cajoled by this 
politeness and teigncd courtesy, appears to me to be far from the practice of 
Wise men Consequent!) I repeat the lerse, ‘ Ifould to Ood that between 
me and the there was the distance of the east ftom the west ' ’ * 

COUl'LET 

Sure separations would be hotter fur, Than meetings winch the cause of sorrow arc ’ 

The king rejoined, ‘ It what thou hast done hod been without previous 
provocation, caution and avoidance would ha\e appeared more proper than 
interoourso Hut thou -hast acted on tho principle of retahation, and thy 
deed has been done by way ot requital Ami the tongue of righteous 
adjudication enjoms naught else, and the judge of equity, m return for such 
an act as emanated fiom raj son, duects a rcrompense of such a natuio 
■Wherefore, what can be the reason of thy keeping aloof ' and what tho cause 
of thy aversion ’ Reflect, I pray, that before my son was bom thoii wast 
the companion of my hours and the partner of mj life And when my son 
made his appearance tiom the concealincnt ol non-existence in the expanse 
of entity, paternal love required that 1 should feel delight m his society. In 
this 1 associated him wuth thee, aud passed my Me m mtcrcoursc with thee and 
m fond conversation witli him And now that the malignant eye of fortune 
has mflictcd an mjury on the jewel of his sight, the enjoyment that I felt m 
seeing him is broken off, but the gratification of thy discourse, and the joy 

' Kur’hn, FI, \liu 37, Jdiir 36, Sole, p 302, lust line •'WhooTcr shall withdraw 
from the admonitmu of tlu Merciful, we will chain a devil unto him, and he shall ho 
his msoparablc companion (and the devils shall turn them aside from the way of truth, yet 
they shall imajpne tliemselves to be rightly directed ) until, when he shall appear heforo 
US at the last day, he shall say unto the devil. Would to (lod that between me ami thoc there 
was tho distance of the cast Ironi tin west'’ 
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of addressing and being addressed by thee remams Act not m such a 
manner that this too shall be altogether destroyed , and that I, for the 
remainder of my hfe, should become a permanent m orshiper m the tcinplo 
of gnef, and pass the time with sorrow, and chagn and vexation, and 
despondency, And the case betwixt me and thee is like that of the Muaicinn 
and the King ' The Lark inquired, ‘ How was that ' ' 

STORY IV 

The king said, 'They have relaU'd that a King had .i Musician ot a 
jdeasant voice, and a sweet pei former, who, hy his pnohauting melodies 
bore the foot of reason out ol the stump, and wrested the reins of solf- 
poBscsBion from the hand of patience and endurance 

cotieci'i 

Of toiiDa inure soft, ol icicc more sweet thnii 111), 

This iriiokcd-kaikiil orgaii-ucikei nunc luulJ see ' 

The King held him m high esteem, and was cvci pleased with hstuuiig to 
his delightful songs and gladsome lays 

COUrLBT 

List to the luiiistrul, for his juiund mciisurLS, joy aroimd loin sprcaiirng. 

Nun with buss, and now with treble, arc Venus bnglit wUb iSaturu wedding 

And tins ilusieion was instiucting a clever slave, and kindly impartu'g to 
him lessons in plavuig and singing, tiU, in a short time he surpassed his 
master, and earned the harmony of his perfoniianeo and tho melody of liis 
song to such a pitch, that the lame of his recitations and odes wont beyond 
tlie conception of the thought or imagination , and the cars of high and low 
wore altogether hik'd with tho rumor and celebrity of his skill ,md 
execution 

▼eusw 

V'Uh hu drlurhtiomc trdls hr did Butcred 
■ In kindling iii the mait ufjnj, Irish fire 

And Venus' silf ’ witli bolli to r ears gavi heed. 

As suun as be began tu tuutJi the lyre 

Tlielkuig, having heoid of the slave’s accomplishments, deigned to p,itromze 
and encourage him , and this was continued until he became a confidential 
attendaat and an intimate favorite, and received especial marks of distinction 
Tho King wiLs ever charmed with his exhilarating strums, which supphed a 
specimen of tho mirueles of the Messiah, and was inspired with a desire for 
the banquet of enjoyment, by the sound of his world-melting lute, which 
lufiamod the hearts of lovers At this, the spirit of envy being alined m the 

*1 pri’Humo the sky is meunt lure, but most plainly avow my ignorantc of tho tiuc 
sipiiiliiitiuii of fhiR lint’, and wiiiiltl (bankfnllY n'ccivc ju PKjjlanation 

- Xii/iri/, ‘ ihi' idunit \ mus ’ 
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heart of the maBtcr-musician, he killed the slave , and news of this deed 
reached the King The monarch commanded the offender to be summoned 
mto his presence and when they had conducted him to the place of 
punishment, the King, with a temhle countenance, began to rebuke him,' 
saying, ‘Didst thou not know that I was tond of gaiety^ and my enjoyment 
was of two kinds — fiist, m public, at thy playmg , and secondly, in private, 
at the singing of thy slave What induced thee to kill the slave, and thus 
deprive me of half my enj oyment ^ I will this moment command them to cause 
thee to dnnk of that same potion which thou gavosl to him, that hereafter 
none may venture on a similar act ’ The words of the Kmg recalled to tho 
mmd of the Musician hia wit,’ and he rephed, ' 0 Kmg ’ I have done ill 
that I have destroyed half the Kmg’s enjoyment, but how will it be if the 
King should kill me and so put on end to his own gratification '' ' The King 
was pleased at this answer, and bestowing on him a reward, absolved bim 
from the punishment ot death 

And my intention m adducing this story is that, through my son, one 
portion of happiness and delight is spoilt d, and thou, also, soundest the note 
of separation It is ulmust come to pass that the back of my hope, hke the 
figure of the harp, has become bent , and that my afflicted breast, like tho 
heart of tho lute, has been laceiated with the nail of regret And in the end 
a forcible separation must take pi, ice between friends, I pi ay thee, do not 
evert thyself to bring about a luluntury parting, and give not hom thy hand 
the skirt of coutontment 

COUPLET 

I praj" thee, make thjself not strange, sinic, ns thou knoucst, from cack other, 

The cnviouii sky itself disports true fnendB, and brothir from Ins brother ’ 

Tho Lark replied, ‘ Anger is hidden in tlic closet of the heart, and 
resentment is concealed in the cell of the bosom, and as it is impossible for 
any one to be aware of it, credence cannot be given to what is spoken 
by the tongue, for in this matter the tongue does not speak in truthful 
style of the purport of what hes hidden in the mind, and language does not 
discharge tho duty of uprightness in signifying what is hoarded up in the 
soul Hearts, howovei, in accordance with the saymg, ‘ ITearts hear witness 
to each other,' ore reciprocally true witnesses, and testimony that can be 
relied on 

court, EX 

Enough ' hoart-setreta known are to the heart , 

To tongue and Ups that knowledge why impart ’ 

And to what thy tongue is saying, tiiy heart does not assent , noi is thy tongue 
truthful m makmg known what thy heart contains 


' Ar rui-i haibat, ' m a tcrnblL manner ’ 
’ Lit , ‘ poesy ’ 
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IIEHISTICH 

A hunilred Uvcb be pvon for him whose tongue and heart agree together 

0 King ! I well know the tcmblencBs of thy fury, ond am weU awaro of tho 
awfulncss of thy puniahmonta 

COUPLllT 

Than mountains gra\ cr far the wounds, at times, thy atirrups hnng , 

More light than gentle hrec/o thy reins, when charging on, (1 King ' 

1 can never be aecurc from thee, nor repose for a moment from dread of the 
injury of thy assault And I am not of that class to one of whom the 
physician said, ' Medicine tor the eyes la more fitting for thee, than physic for 
a stomach-ache ’ The King asked, ‘ How was that ’ 

STORY V 

The Lark said, ' A man came to a phj'sician, and being tortured with 
pain in his stomach, rolled about on the ground, and wept bitterly at the 
violence of the pain 

HEMISTICH 

‘ Uoctiir I 1 pray thee euro me, for 'tis past my power to boor ’ 

Tho physician, after the fashion m which men of skill give the precedence 
over all other things to tho rules for ascertaining causes and symptoms, in 
order that after diagnosis of the disease they may proceed to the use of a 
remedy which would ho the cause of a speedy recovery, inquired of him, 

‘ What hast thou eaten to-day The simple fellow rephed, ‘ I have eaten a 
piece of burnt bread, and with that piece of food, winch was only of the size 
of one’s finger, I have inflamed the oven of my stomach ’ Tho physiciaii 
hade his servants bring medicine for clearing the eyesight and strengthening 
tlic vision, that ho might apply it to tho man’s eyes Hereupon the patient 
screamed out, 

COUrLEl 

‘ Pnthoo what timo for gibos and jokes is this ? 

This suildeu death and mortal toi tuio is 

0 physician ' have done with bantering and leave these jests I am groaning 
with pain in my stomach, and thou art applying to my eyes collynum made 
of precious stono ' 'What has medicine for the cj'cs got to do with painm tho 
stomach ’ ' The physician rephed, ' 1 want to clear thy eyesight that thou 
mayest disocm between black and white, and so not eat burnt bread 
again MTiciefore a cure for the eyes is more requisite for thee than physic 
for tho stomach ' 

And my aim in iraprovismg this story is, that the king may not fancy that 

1 am one of those who cannot distinguish between consumed and consum- 
mated,* or diBonminatc raw from npe 

' I have used these words to ciprcse the equivoque on s4U/bA aud sakhfeh, ‘ burnt,’ and 
‘ made ' 
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oorriET 

Fraifle be to God ' my wisdom thus far reaches, 

’Twixt good and lU the difference it teaches ’ 

The King Boid, ‘ Between fnends, many thing happen of the nature of 
that which has taken place betwist thee and me, and it la not possible that tho 
road of variance should altogether be lost between man, and tho path of 
contention and altercation bo closed up But every one who is adorned with 
the hght for reason, and decorated with the ornament of understanding, exerts 
himself to the utmost of his power to quench the flames of wrath , and to tho 
extent of hia ability pours the water of mcckncBs on the fire of rage , and is aware 
that in dnnkmg the beverage of forgiveness, though it may seem cxcesBively 
bitter, tho swoctneas of pleasure is included, and that to endure tho hard 
taste of long suffering, though it rosomblos poison, yet comprehends the 
antidote joy 

VEME 

Be not thou wrath, for wrath doth grief contain 
Swallow thy rugc, and 'twdi he sweet Lu thee 
H'hc lightning- (iaalics but to giro men pom , 

But aje to swallow is tlij wont, 0 soa ' 

And hence thj breast is ne’er with dust ' o'erspread, 

Though showers descend all stonc-hke on thy hoad ’ 

The Lark replied, ‘ It is a well-kuj-wn fact, that ‘ Whoever treats sin as a 
trifle, falls into muehief,' or ho who takes a grave thing lightly will suffer 
for it This grave matter, therefore, cannot bo treated with levity, and in 
this sorious affair one must not choose to be remiss I have spent my life m 
viewing the trickery'* of the juggling heaven, and played away my piooious 
hours m surveying the marvels of deceitful fortune Assuredly I have 
gamed much assistance from the stores of experience, and derived the utmost 
profit from the earnings of prudence, and the principal of good sense and 
sagacity. I have disoovorod for a certainty, then, that the sparks of freo 
option and the flame of uncontroDod power consume the substructure of 
promises , and the needle of tho pride of prospenty sews up the eye of shame 
and good faith -with the thread of despotism And when the hon of kingly 
terror smites tho ground with the tail of revenge, cringing and vulpmo 
artiflcBB arc unavailmg It is best for me not to allow myself a hare’s Blccp,^ 
and, shuddermg at tho fury of the tiger, let me, like the deer, take the way 
to the woods, for it is m no way poB.sible for a weak antagonist to contend 


' To have dust on one's head or breast is a sign of woO oi disgrace, which the sea IH said 
to escape bcenuso it swallows everything, as the meek man is slid faru kjmitrdmi, to swallow 
his aiigor 

^ Muhrafi Imzi, 'passing off shells for pearls,' or something equivalent to what is vulgarly 
called ' thimblo-rig ' 

® Hares ore said to sleep with then o)cs open Hare’s sleep then is a proverbial 
expression for the waking slumhei of the caidess 
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with a poworlul enemy J nst aa that King improvised u story on this subject 
for his enemy ’ The lung asked, ‘ IIow was that ’’ 

STOEY VI 

The Lark said, ‘ They have related that in the country of Turkistan there 
was a King, the Iluma of whose unrivaled apuit spread over the nations of 
mankind the shade ot welfare and winged victoiy and suecess, and the 'Anka 
of whose exalted banner raised the head of elevation beyond the nest of the 
peacocks of the gardens of the sky IIis perfect justice bestowed on the affairs 
of state-adiinnistration the most exact order, aud hia bountj, in which all 
participated, conducted to a careful completaon the important transactions of 
the crown 

VEUSE 

A Khusrau croun-hisluning, tlironc-rnnfemni' ho, 

Did treasures sratter o’er the tronii uiiJ throne, 

And, carth-subdmng, kept it m socmitj 
Him men us Jam and os Sikandiu own 

It befell that a doubt arose in the mind of one of the TiUars of the State, 
and ho averted his face from the hoavcn-rcscmhling vestibule of the King, and, 
having deceived the King, brought one of his enemies to engage in battle 
and open hostility with him "When the King le.irned that his enemy had 
averted the fate of obedience from the shnno of submission, and that the 
temptations of the rebellious and the seductions of the refractory had 
penetrated to the foundation of liis faith , and that with furious intentions 
and inscnBato hopes ho was fosteiing the thought of dominion aud chieftain- 
ship , and that with a heart full of ancient grudges ho was chcnshing the 
expectation of suceess aud elevation, he despatched to him a letter teeming 
with kindly counsels, and an epistle replete with kingly advice However, 
the haughty foe, from the excess of his ariogimco and pride, paid no attention 
to it, and wherever he imagined a rehelbous band to exist, drew them to 
himself by the noose ot uivitation 

COUPLET 

Same diwperutv few he gathered round him then, 

AVho sought the field when war grew hot again 

111 short, whtii the King saw tliat the draught of the medicine of gontlcncss 
could not cuie their gross temperament, which had altogether turned aside 
from the path of true muderufion, he sent to him a message of the following 
nature, ‘ I and thou rosemble the glass and the stone Stnkc cither the 
stone on the gloss or the glass on the stone, in both cases the glass will break 
and no harm will happen to the stone ' 

Now the advantage of adducing this story is that it may he clear to the 
lurainouB mind of the King that I, too, am like the glass, and am unable to 
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cncoTiEtei the wrath of the King, which is firm and crushing to his enemies 
as a rock 

COUPLET 

Encouiitei not, my heart' with them, the steely -hearted fair, 

For thou, of (flaaa Lomposid, rnuldat not the bhoeV of anvils hear 
Though tho King adopts an attitude of conciliation, and desires to soothe 
with the oxymcl of excuses the bile of timidity , still in the school of ivisdom 
it IS unlawful to accept the excuses ot the rancoious and envious, while it is 
a command, which it is incumbcut on all to obey, to icply with rejection and 
denial to the peaceful recjuisitions of the hostile 

STANZA 

Fiuiidh clocpient tins maxim told to mo. 

Rely not on a foe that s|)DatH thee fair , 

Rut if lu look for evil things from thee,' 

Tie not demved, nor do lua faith impair ' 

The King said, ‘ U is not allowable, on bare suspicion, to sever inter- 
course and overthrow a frumdship, nor is it light, on a surmise which spniigs 
from the imagm.ilion, to calamitously mvolvr a comrade in the pangs of 
separation On a sliglit doubt to lay aside ancient ac(|iiaintance and a wcll- 
constitntod Incndship, and on a tiiHiiig uncertainty to let go trum the hand 
the string of the promise of companionship and amicable engagements, is not 
the custom ot men nt truth 

VLIliU 

Thib was thy f.iith ' thy piomive tins ' and I was all unknowing , 

Thy piiimibcd love was nought hut lute fiom ranior'b fountain flowing 
Thy I vt'iv word iv cniil, a» the heai t wheni e 'tig pruriishiig ' 

Could then thy hcait he hard as tins, and I so all unheeding ' 

Kay, uow, the ipulily of fidelity is found even in a dog, which is the lowest 
m rank of all animals and the most vile in degiec Why, then, dost thou 
net draw back tby foot I'loni the jdain of faitblessnees, and fulfil the compact 
which thou didst make during oui luteicoursc and friendship ^ 

iirviis ririi 

Oouldst thou it liiun, 'tvvere will, indeed, to shew fiJohty ’ 

The Lark replied, ' How can I lay the foundation of fidelity ^ On that 
side the pillars of attachment arc oveithiown, and the traces of fulfilment of 
promise altogether effaced Aucl it is impossible that the king should 
relincjuisli those things which cause my' terror, and turn away from watching 
for an opportunity of levcngc Kow, as he cannot lay hands upon me by 
violonco and force, he wishes to draw me into tho grasp of his revenge by 
aitiflce and deceit , and one ought to fear the rancor which has fixed itself 


' If he diewt th(T, and thcTcfcin-, though hating thoc, trv to concilnU', reject hiH 
offira, and give him just giound for hie fears by inflitting all the evil poRSihle upon hini 
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in the henrtfl of kinga For, through the haughtmeas of kingly power, they 
are pcrtmacioua in tho matter of vengeance , and when they get an oppor- 
tunity, they grant no respite for time to plead extenuating circumstances or 
to offer excuses And reaentmenta m the breast arc like cold chorcoEil, for 
though at present no effect la perceptible from them, as Boon os tho flame of 
wrath roachcfl them, they warm up, and the blaze of fury, nsmg, consumea tho 
world And the smoke of revenge which ascends from the fire of resentment 
haa dried many braina and moistened many cyca And it is impoaaible that 
as long ns n particle of tho charcoal of resentment is left m the mine of tho 
breast, one can be secure from the injuries of the flame of wrath 

HEMISTICH 

Wrath blazing forth consumes both land and sea' 

The King answered, ‘ It is strange that in this matter thou takest a 
one-aidcd now, and altogether lettest shp tho other side Why may it not 
be that the preambles of dread may be exchanged for the happy influcnceB of 
attachment ^ and after tho obscuration of contention the serenity of kindly 
foehng make its ajipcaranco ’ ’ The Lark said, ‘ If any one were able to 
display perfect courtesy and kindnesB in the due observation of all that 
regards the other party, and would exert himself to secure the goodwill and 
happiness of his friends , and regard it os a duty to aid and assist m tho 
obtaining advantages for them, and the repelling detrimental and disagreeable 
things from them , it is possible that timidity might bo removed from between 
them, and that both the resentful one should be pacified and the heart 
of the fearer be perfumed with the gentlo breeze of security But I am 
uncciual to tho task of entertaining tlioughts of this nature, such os would 
obliterate the springs of resentment and promote the advancement of amity 
ond concord Should I return to the scrvico of tho King, 1 shall always bo 
m terror and alarm, and every moment 1 shall behold death afresh 
Wherefore it is bettor to choose avoidance ratlicr than such a return, and to 
exchange return for separation 

COUPLET 

When the rose ot muon blooms uot ou the branch of fortune's tree, 

'Tis joj HI tho waste of absence, picicod with thorns our foot to sco ' 

Tho King said, 'No one has any power to benefit or injure any one 
Without tho will of the great God (may His name be magnifled ' ) so that 
which befalls any one, whether it be little or much, small or great, happens 
only by the eternal decree, and through the previous command of Hun who 
suffers no decline Inasmuch, therefore, as tho hand of a creature is unable 
to create or revivify, it is impossible that it should be tho cause of 
annihflating or produemg anything Thus the deed of my son and thy 
retaliation occurred through the decree of God imd the will of the Almighty, 
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and they were hut the meana of carrying into execution that order Do not, 
therefore, call ua to account for the decrees of heaven, nor reprove ua for 
that which has been fated by God, but acquiesce m the dispensations of 
providence 

VEK8E 

Our sole course is BubmiBsion to our lot , 

1‘aticnCQ alone befita ub in distress 

Whatc’ei fati'a pen may ivnti, oppose it not, 

Or ft am Ills way who wills it, (ind egress ’ 

The Lark rephed, ‘ Tho weakness of created beings to avert the decree of 
the Creator la manifeat and oacertained j and it la apparent and clearly 
delineated on the pages of the thoughts of people ot verity, that the variotiea 
of good and ill, and different degrees of advantage and detriment take place 
according to tho intention and requirement of tho ordinance of the Almighty, 
(may Hia name be magnified ' ) and that the averting or prevention of 
them, or thoir acceleration or postjionement, is not to bo effected, ‘ There ts 
no repelhr of Ilia decree, and no retarder of Ilia mandate ’ 

COUPLET 

None here may question why 'tis thus, or wherefore things that happen arc 
For He that docs events pourtray, beyond such questions hetb far 

And notwithstanding that all sagi's have been unanimous as to this matter, 
no one has affirmed that one ought to neglect caution and ngilonce, or that 
self-preservation from disagTCcablo and calamitous things, ought to be 
deferred Nay, they have aaid that we must provide tho means for all 
things, and commit the completion of affairs to the Caiisei of Causes 

DIBTICHS 

To study ways and means la (iod’b derreo 
To all beneath tho sky's blue canopy 
By causes ebained seek not from cause to 11 j, 

Yet doubt not the First Cause is Deity 

Art thou through causes to tlicir Cause supine > 

Canst thou from Him to those veiled onus mclmc” 

And the recondite saying, ‘Be maa and truat,’ supports this assertion 

IIEHISTICII 

In trustlul hope, bend thou the camel's knee ' 

The King rejoined, ‘ The sum of this discourse is, that I am desirous of 
a meeting with thee, and find in my own mind an abundant longing for thy 
society, and in spite of all this earnest desire that exists on my part, I 
perceive nothing on thy part but the tokens of chagrm 


' By ri pushha here, I imagine ‘ lauses ' are compared to ‘ brides the point of 
resomblance being m the veil that sometimes covers the former, and the latter olways 
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nOUFLET 

We love thoG, and thou tak'st our lovo amise, 

Since hcarU to hearts incline, what state is this p' 

Tho Lfirk said, ‘ Thy strong dcsiru lies in this — to appease thy heart hy 
killing me , and the state of the case is, that my soul does not at present 
desire to drink the beverage of death, or incline to put on the apparel of 
extinction , and as long ns the reins of option are m ray hand, I repudiate 
the acceptance of these things, and look upon the avoidance of them os the 
essence of salutary counsel 

UBMISTICH 

Unlike the cane, heads shoot from trunks no more 
And I this day can infer the tcchngs of the King from my own heart, for 
could 1 obtain the power and abihty, I should not be satisfied, save by the 
destruLtiou of the king's darlmg' son, and 1 feel sure that owing to the 
distress ot his son, the sole wish of the king, too, is for my destruction. 
Morcover, he that obtama information as to uhat is concealed m the mind 
of the unfortunate is he that has been consumed by the fire of the same gnef, 
and who from that souioe boa drunk the sharbat of biLtcmcBS Parties at their 
ease are ignorant and careless of this state ot tilings, and those nursed m 
luxury, and wlio hai o cxpenouced nought but happiness, ore freo from the 
knowledge'* of pam 

COUPLFT 

Thou in whoso foot not e'en a thorn has broken — how canst thou 
Till what the waniora foci, whose heads before the sabre bow? 

And I SCO with the eye of understanding that whenever the king recalls his 
son's [loss of] vision, and 1 think ot my own 'light of my 'yes,’ a difference 
will be 'visiblo in our internal fcchngs, and a change wiU manifest itself m our 
tempers, and one may judge what will spring* thcrelrom, and what circum- 
stances will then arise On these grounds separation is more prudent than 
meeting, and distance more expedient than personal vicmity 

llPMISTICU 

Since Mich the union, parting then is best ' 

The King said, ‘ What good can thcic be in that jierson who cannot 
oiciloolt the ofl'ences uf lus fiiends, nor relinquish fcclmgs of spite 
and aiinojMnce And a wise man, of perfect understanding, possesses 
the power of non-retaliution to sueh on extent that dunng his whole life ho 
docs not refer to it, nor at any time docs any trace of it, little or much, 
ajipcor on the page of his heart IIp accepts, too, with the utmost rcaduiess, 
the prayers of forgiveness of the guilty, and the excuses of offenders [Thus 


’ Lit , ' lustre of the eyes ' 

“ Lit , ‘ devoid of tho ornament of pain ’ This sounds absurd in English, but the 
I'creiaiih am over straining alter a metaphor, however ndiculoua 
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it 18 said], ‘ The worst of the wicked is he who will not accept an excuse' , in 
other words, ho is worst among the bad who accepts not excuses, and 
harbors in his heart resentment against one who apologizes 

HEMIBTICn 

A frank avowal hides with me all «iti 

And I, for my part, find my mind pure in all I have said , and I do not 
discover in my heart a truce of the form of wrath, or the fury of anger, or the idea 
of revenge , and I have always preferred forgiveness to punishment, and hui'e 
always thought that, however great the offence may be, the quality of 
forgiveness will be greater 

COUPllT 

firoiitly in error may infenors fall , But great men's partlon will outstrip it all ' 

The Ldik replied, 'This is all true, but I am an offendei, and the 
cnnunal is .ilways an alamust , and my case is like that of a person m the 
sole of whose foot there is a wound If from the strength of his natural 
firmness ho acts fearlessly, and consents during a dark night to walk tlirough 
a stony place, there is no escape from opening afresh that wound, so that his 
foot will be incapable of work, and it will bo impossible for him to move 
even on soft ground Now my acceding to the sernce of the king is of 
the same nature , and, aceorduig to law and the canons of my creed, it is a 
positive duty that 1 .should abstain from it So it is said, ‘ ^nd throw not 
your\(l\ps uifh i/oui own handt into peidif ion ' and sage.s have remarked, 

‘ Thioo persons are tar liom tlie path of wisdom, and separated from the load 
of knowledge The first is he who relics on the strength of his own nature, 
for such a one iindoubt('dly casts himself into peril, and hia own rashness 
causes his destiuetion The second is he who discerns not the proper amount 
of food and drink, and cats so,mu(li that his stomach i.s unable to digest it, 
and this peison is, m fact, the enemy of Ills own life The third is he who is 
deceived by the speech of an enemy, and beguiled by the promise of one 
fiom whom he cannot be safe, and the conclusion of his affair will certainly 
him out to be ahasemeiit and repentance 

enupLFT 

T^r Lnt tot) rartlpss of a foe’s deceit, 

Dut ponilor; turn the rem, and thciice retreat ’ 

The King said, ‘ 0 Laik’ though I enter by the door of courtesy, and 
point out to thee the road of welfare and fncndly admonitions, thou remaineet 


' Kur'&n, FI ii 191, Mar 197, 8alr, p 21, I 19 ‘A sacred month for a sacred 
month, and thr holy limjts of Mecca, if they attack you thprein, do yv also attack them 
therein in retahatiun, and whoever tiansgrosseth against you by so doinif, do ye transgreas 
a^nist him in like manner is he hath tranagress^ against you , and fear and know 
that God 10 with those who fear him Contnhute out of your substance toward the defence 
of the religion of God, and throw not yourseliefl with your own hnnds into perdition , and 
do good, foi God Inveth those who do good ’ 

2 H 
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OB before m thy bitterness, and shakest the skirt of thy acceptance free from 
hearing my advice Now, advice, with reference to a person who will not 
accept it, IB useless, as was the advice of that Devotee to the Wolf ' The 
Lark asked, ‘ How was that ’ ’ 


STORY VII 

The King said, ' They have related that a holy man of virtuous manners — 
whoso august time, after the performance of lus dady portions and presenhed 
prayeis, used never to be spent save m exhorting the servants of God — as he 
passed through a desert place, beheld a Wolf which had opened the mouth of 
greethness and appetite, and had fixed the eye of covetousness on the load of 
search It had devoted its whole spirit to injuring the innocent, and to 
depriving some animal of life, m order that it might take a part of it to gratify 
its own rehcUinus lusts 

eoiiriEi 

See that unjust tontrntuius caitiff, who 
For one s(lf-pain a hundred wrongs would do 

The holy man, who observed hmi m that stuU', and who iierubcd from the 
page of lus foiehead the wilting of violence and oppression, in accordance 
With his natural tondomess and innate clemency, began to admonish him and 
said, ‘ Take care not to approach tlie sheep-flocks of men, nor to assail 
the oiiprosscd and the helpless For the end of injustiee is diime 
punishment, and the conclusion of oppression results in disgrace and tortuie 
in the world to come 

vrnsr 

‘ They who hnve (hosen an unjubt career, 

Do gyves on their own hiuidb and f(f t impose 
What though Lliuy should Home da)b thru heads uprtiir, 

Yet tortuiic in the tnd all such o’erthrows ’ 

In this manner he discoursed and used unbounded urgency lu persuading 
him to abandon ciuclty to the flofks of men The Wolf stud, ‘Do so good as 
to cut short tby advice, as there is a flock grazmg behmd this waste spot, I 
fear lest the opportunity for carrying oft a sheep should be lost, and then 
regret v ill be uiiai luling ’ 

Now the objeet of adducing this story is to shew^, that however much I 
exhort thee, thou persistest obstinately in thy purpose, and givcst no heed to 
my words 

COUPLET 

Say no more ' The kindly-hearted are not dull or hard to teach, 

Oft a w ord will win them, and their love a thousand years will reach ' 

The Lark replied, ' I have listened to your exhortations, but I have taken 
counsel of the preacher, wisdom I regard hun as intelligent who always 
keeps open the dooi of caution, and places before himself the mirror of 
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expeiienco I have coma to the place, where I am, through exoBBSive fear 
and terror, and I wisely stand on tho bmik of the road to escape, and 
propose to myself a journey in order that 1 may not fall into the hands of 
any one, and it is forbidden me to delay longer than this, and to contmue 
in this perplexity and hesitation would justly expose me to censure For I 
know that the King looks upon the shedding my blood as lawful, and 
considers as permissible aU that is conceivable m the code of honor Where- 
fore my stay is irksome, and it is incumbent on me to depart quickly 

HEMISTICH 

I'm gone, for longer stay delights mi nn{ ' 

The King rejoined, ‘ Here tho means of support are ready for thee, and 
the doors of happiness and tranquillity open to the face of thy heart It is 
altogether inexpedient' to choose voluntarily the hardships of travel and 
uncertainty as to arrangement for supphea ’ The Lark replied, 'Whoever 
makes five quolitiea the provision for hia way and the stock of his existence, 
go where ho wiU, attains his objects, and ncqiiirca friends and comradcB in 
whatever direction he may turn The first is, to put away enl achona 
The second, to clothe himself lu good conduct Tlie third is, to shun such 
things as will expose him to slander The fourth is, to supply himself with 
a tram of virtues The fifth is, at aU times to observe the duties and graces 
of social mtereourse One who combines all these qualities will nowhere be 
left in destitution, but people will cause the droarmess of his exile to be 
exchanged tor tho pleasures of fiiendsliip 

iitMisririi 

No town, no (ountrj, ^(cb the wiw nfiiiii Btriiiigp, 

And vhon m man of untlcrstauding be bafe m the city of his hirth, 

and in 111 *^ fnthciland, and among* his own kinsmen and relatione , ho must of 
necessity choose to separate from his friends and connections, since for all 
these substitutes can be found, but there is no substitute for hia own person 

^TIlSE 

Jf things proceed not to thy wish at home, 

Be not a captive m woo's house through blindneas 
Go forth, nor wilt thou be unfriended , roam 
Wlicre’cr thou wilt, thou there wiU meet with kindness ’ 

The King said, ‘ Por how long inlt thou go, and what length of time wilt 
thou stop away ^ ^ The Lark replied, ^ 0 King ^ expect not that I will come 
back when I am gone, nor imagine a return after this departure , and th^s 
dialogue of oure strongly resembles that of the Arab and the Baker Tho 
King inquired, ' How was that ^ ’ 


^ Observe the "phrase hich wujaht rw dtirad, which ib not unliko our vulgar exprcaaion, 
' to he all nohow ’ 


2 11 2 
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STOIIY VIII 

The L.irk said, ‘ Thpy have related that an Arab of the desert came into 
the city ot Baghdad and saw the shop of a Baker Round loaves, like the 
moon’s orb, arose from the horizon of tlic counter, and biscuits of a starry 
bnghtness had ascended to the pmnacle of the shop Their solar beauty 
laid the hand of amazement on the lace of the sun, and eniy^ of the biscuit 
rent the collar ol the afflicted bread 

STANZA, 

■ 

Of fur, Toanil fuim, hot, rK'n-midc loavis npun the Hakt‘r'‘i lountor lip , 

Thou wouldst auppoap lach uos the suii, orhUlightmg, rmng iii tho sky 
The oven Rperkhs like tin fire they lit, God’s jnojjhi t-tnrnd- to tiy , 

For from it, ronliki, issuing loith, fush lo.ivps pdili inomeut inirt the lyp 

In short, wheu the pout Aiab, who obtauitd a gasp of hfe from the smeU 
of the birad, saw the f.tco of th(> loaves, he rent the upper coat of patience, and 
advancing to the BaLci,,baid, ‘0 sii ' how much wilt thou take to give me, 
my fill of bread ’ ' Tlie Bakci thought to himself, ‘ This fellow will have 
his hll with one man of biead, and two mans will he the outside he con eat, 
and beyond three mans he caniiot get, do what he will ’ He then said, 

‘ Give me half a dinar and cat as much biead ns thou const ’ Tht Aiab gavo 
the half-dinar and sate down on the brink of the water ol tho Tigns Tho 
Bakei kept bringing tho bread, and the Arab went on moistoniug it with 
water, and rating, until the piite passed half a dinar and reached four 
dongs,’* ond having gone beyond that too, came to a whole dinar The 
Baker then lost all patieiice, and said, ‘0 brother A) ab ' I adjure thee by that 
God who has hoatowed on thee tins miiaculous power of eating, tell me how 
long thou wilt continue eating ^ ’ Tho Arab lejdied, ‘ 0 sir * be not impatient, 
for as long as this w otcr continues to flow 1 also will continue to eat ' 

How the object ol adducing this storj is, that the King may know that 
as long aa tho water of life flows m the ducts of mj’ body, I have no 
resource hut to cot tlic morsel of fear and alarm, and to consider it impoasible 
to take up advantage fiom the table of union And foi tune throws 
separation bctw'cen ua in such o manner that the thought ol union is nothing 
hut a vam fiuiey , and, hereafter, w honevei desire prevails, 1 will inquire of 

* The pdjtioDS liuvp a mapnut hpie, »ur fur sfc, which might drliiy the student The 
UBssage IS Homowhat obscure Perhaps shaifui and sang pukhi, though not found in the 
llictionary, are kinds of biscuit, in wdiuh case it will hp diffuult to naiuc them properly in 
English, ns ‘sun-raLc,' and ‘ stouc-haki,’ would sound somewhat ndienlouB 

2 Kur'fin, Sale, p, 70, 1 16 Abraham la palled ‘the fnend of God’ Ilcnrc this 
Patriiinh is known among Muhammadans by the term KhahM Uah, 'friend of God ' For 
an aeiount ol Abrah.im’s dispute with Nimrud, and that tyrant’s easting him mto a fire, 
wbiih changed into a phiisant meadow , see Sale, p '247, anil the notes there 

'I A dmat in llirdhsthn is worth 2J rupees, or 30rf See KknOn-i' Islhm, p 69 A 
dung IS the une-sixth of a dioiir 
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ths mornmg-brcczc happy tidings of the King, and will behold in the mirror 
of imagination, tho pcifept beauty of hia majesty 

CODPLET 

If I cannot moot niy loTcd one, I’m contunt to tliiuk of liim , 

Sure tho moouhonm is the bout light for the votarys iloBot dim ’ 

The King kt fall the drops of regret from the fountaiiia of his eyes, and 
jicrceived that that saganous bird would not come into the snare, and that 
the desired i engenneo would not move graeetully to) th tiom the cabinet ol 
non-existence into the expimse of being Again ho began to strew the grain 
ot deceit, and employed a variety of jii onuses and osatieiations The Laik 
said, ' 0 King ' ot noble ioitnne and of liiiUiant erown and throne, although 
thou airangest tho substructure ot tavor and otferesl a variety ot kmdnesscs 
us to the matter of safety and sfiuiitj, and lalihust the sumo by attestations 
woithyot appioial nud heeoiiiiiig as^uiani es , jit it is impossible that I 
should draw the ring of aeintude tliiough iiij oai oi spiead over my 
shoulder the cloth ot obedience 

ItLMrSTlt H 

Waste words no moie — tliej take no Iiold of rai ’ 

The King jierceived that he could not extract from the foot of the Laik's 
heart, the thorn of timidity with the needle of deceit, nor bring back 
with the strong aim of perfidy, the arrow which had left the string He ' 
said therefore, ' 0 I,aik ' 1 see that from the tiower-garden of union, nought 
but the perfume will reatli tlic nostril of desire, and that the face of inter- 
view wiU not appear save in the inirroi ot hope 

UOAlllAIN 

lie’s goin who niih tin wiitei in tin rmiUt of mirth, 

Or gloss) rurl th.it liiautiln s tin riiinli I of disirc 
Allis ’ tin time of jo), to winch our union glad gasc liirth, 

Is past, as words in iisions fade, and, ah.idnw-liliL, ccpirc 

1 desire, how e\ er, th.it by tvay of a souvenir, thou wouldest utter two or 
three sentences by the repetition ol which the signs of happiness will be 
obscivable on the jiages of life, and that thou wouldest rub out, by tho 
polisher of liicudly admonition the rust ol neglect from tho minor of my 
mind, which has been clouded by the dust of giiet 

COUPLFT 

Li nVL for niy sake sinne words that mn) mcmentn of thy dear self be. 

Than good ndvuo thou innst not leave a bettor souvenir of thee ' 

The Lark said, ‘ U King ' the affairs of mortals are earned on m accordance 
with destiny And therein they hate allotted to none a discretionary powar 
as to angmcntaliun or the reverse, or anticipation oi postponement Nor 


' I would ri'tomnn iid, that, in ateoidancc with the best MSS , iiisti rid of truilit ffu/t, which 
ih the reading of the idiiioiis, we slioiild read simply guft 
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nan any one know if they have affixed to his name the diploma of happiness, 
or have entered tnin m the roll of the wretched But it is incumbent on all 
to direct their affairs according to the requircmenta of right reason, and to 
use their utmost endeavors in the observance of caution and vigilance If 
their counsel accords with destiny, they arc of themselves estabhshed on the 
throne of prosperity and the cushion of dignity and state But if circum- 
stances turn out adverse, it both happens that friends accept the excuse, and 
railers, too, fail m finding an opportunity for disparagement 

STANZA 

‘ True,’ aiiid th( wise man, ‘ fate prccedet, but still 
Negkct in no (.ise thine uwii plana — for should 
Tby cnunscls lo mule with the high ivill 
Of destiny, then thine own actions would 
iSoLure thie fruit to thy henrt’a wish But say 
That filte is adverse, atiU all whom the ni 
Of sense gilds, new thy fall in lenient mood 
And, moicover, it should be known that the most visionary of possessions 
lb that of which there la no fruition , and the most negligent of kings is he who 
does not apply himseit to protect his country and coeirc has subjects , and the 
most execrable of friends is he who deserts his friend in the time of distress 
and adversity , and the most unserviceable of wives is she who agrees not 
with her huhband, and the worst of sons is ho who refuses to obey his 
parents , and the most desolate of cities is that in which there is neither 
Bccunty nor cheapness , and the most unpleasant intercourse is that m 
which the hearts of the associates are not right to each other And as sus- 
picion has arisen m my intercourse with the Kmg, it is most proper to 
relmijuiBh it, and it is must m accordance with the advisable couise to 
exchange the language of friendship for the terms of truce 

QUATBATN 

We’m poiic and let uh tliin n heartfelt fiiriwtU find, 

And with till waUr nfbotli ijcs turn Lirth In clay 
Hast thou been wioiignl’ vet lot thy every wnrd bo kind, 

And if tliy brad has arhrd, put now the thought away ' 

With these words the Lark brought the discussion to an end, and flying 
from Iho battlements of the cattlo took her way to the desert The King bit 
the linger of regret with the tooth of amazement , and alter lamenting some 
time, turned his face towards his palace with gnef cxccedmg computation or 
eonccption, and mth chagnn that overpassed the bounds of comprehension, 
and sold, 

VbUSB 

‘ Where shall I tell ’ that m this torturing pam 
My Icccli himself life's tiomblmg cord would break 
And how amid mj friends can I complain, 

That thus nil loved oiii hi ted ,iiid thus spake 
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This IS the story of being cautious of the perfidious ambushes of the 
resentful, and of avoiding to test the sincerity of their entreaties and be- 
waihnga, and of placing confidence in the hypocritical friendship of foes , and 
of not being deceived by the fraud and artifice which they employ to secure 
their revenge And let it not be hid from the man of understanding that 
the intention of narrating these things is no other than this, that the 
prudent man ought to regard every one as a guide in the accidents of fortune 
and m the disasters of life, and to base his proceedings on the requirements 
of reason and good counsel, and in no wise to rely on an enemy that has been 
\ exed, and not to sit down secure from the calamitous eifects of deceit and 
the danger of guile 

aUATKAIN 

Woulilfit thou be never liugued with gnef or wol 5 
Jloai, tben, a word than finest pearl moii pure 
Ne’ir shew Mipincnesh with a wounded Iol, 

Nor ol tho proud and spiteful feil sciun 
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CHAPTER IX 

OF THE EXCELLENCE OF CLEMENCY, 'JHXT IT IS THE BEST 
ATTRIBUTE OF KINOS, AND THE MOST I’LEASING 
QUALITY OF THE MIGHTY 

INTllOIJlCTION 

Dilbialilim said rtspor tfully io the pwfoct sage, the Brahman of profound 
mind, ‘1 have heard tlie sloij' of one wlione heart was not tranquilizfd by 
the eareases ot an enemy whose lei lings had been wounded, and nho, when 
he saw the signs of hoatility and niaiks of raneoi lem.uinng, was not to be 
shaken from the path ot caution, though his foe did liis utmost to eoneiliate 
him Now tile fues ot eager di,sue have been kindled witlun mu, and so 
long as a show or from the lountain of the Kiiilh Precept docs not reueh my 
eonsumed heart, the binning impatience of uij mind Mill not be allayed I 
entcTlum a confident hoiic that you will nan ate a story which shall compre- 
hend the subject ot the eleiiiency of kings and tliiii mdulgince, and that you 
■ft ill reiount wliclhei, -nheii a king, attci Iht mflictiou ot scvcie puuislimeut 
on his attendants, beliolds m them the evnleut tokens of Liiino and 
transgirssion, he ought again to slieiv them taioi oi not' Also, -whether 
01 not it w'ould he in aecuidauee with prudcnci to jilace eonhdenoe m sueli 
persons, by lestoimg to them their otfieis^' liidpai, w'lth a pleasing voire 
and in an exhilarating stjle, lephed, ‘ If kings close up the door of lorgivc- 
ncsB and ilcmency, and in wh,iLevLi ijuartci they diseoccr a slight otleneo, 
command the otfendcr to he chastised, their attendants w'lll lose all unmixed 
confidence in them, and not icly on them larlhei And from this state ot 
things two cnlamitu’h will uiise — fust, all aflairs will he imialysed and 
conducted with remissness, and secoudlj, oflenders will be deprived of 
the sweet taste ol ilcmemy and the lavoi of indulgence Moreover one of 
the greatest pnnees has said, ‘If people knew what gratification the palate 
ot my soul finds m loigiveiiess thij would bring no other ofienng to my 
heart than orrois and oflences 

VIKSK 

tJicl llic ottriidii know whiit bliss to iiio 
Ansi’S from tin pardon of a am. 

He 'd ever err intentionally, 

And with excubcs some new crime begin ' 

There is no onuiment more becoming to the state of pnnees than clemency, 
and no moie brilliant evidence to the peilccticm of the worth of the noble 
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nnimg the sons of Adam than patdon and indulgence And the import of 
the miraculously-gifted saying of His Highness the Pnnce of Mankind (On 
him be the choicest benedictions and blessmgs') viz , ' Ila ' I mil teach you, 
who IS the afiongest of you, — he who govet-ns himself when \n anger ,' — graciously 
points out that one may discover the power of a man by his quein hmg the 
flame of wrath, and that the pioofa of manlinesb and magnanimity may be 
learned by the capacity to swallow down the distasteful beverage of anger 

COUrLkT 

Think not that manly virtue is m cmirnge anJ in strength nloiie 
Du thou thy auger oiereomc, and I will thee as iierfcct own 
And the most admirable quality ot kings is to make higb-mmded reason 
thcir guide in all that belolk them, and at no time to suffer their character 
to he deficient in giariousness and due seventy But then indulgence ought 
to be of such a nature as not to verge tow'ards weakness , and their severity 
should ho such as to be clear from the reproach of cruelty, so that their rule 
may he udoincd with the two rharactenstics of bciiuty and giandeur, and the 
axis of the state may revolve on the display of terror and the good tidings ot 
hope Thus neither will the attached despair ot a kindness which will be 
void of limit, nor will the lebeUious set foot in the woild of audacity tlirough 
fear of punishment 

COOPLtl 

Inqicnal Janisliid Bwayid Ins pcopli 's mind, 

WU'le mingled licipts and tears their thoughts Lonflnid 

And the sages of the true leligion fitfiiy God tcioaid them with good') 
have said that (rod Must High linth given His jjpoplo viituous qualities by 
the admonitions ot the Kur’an and the mstiiictions of that holy book, and 
hath given them a lunging for ajiprnved customs and laudable habits Thus 
all, whoever they maybe, tii whom infanite bappmess lends aid nod assistance, 
and etcmal wisdom supplies suiiport and (ountpiiance, will make the man- 
dates ot the Kur’an the point ot ndoiatiun of their lieart.s and the sanctuary 
of their souls, and they will evei, with heart and soul, turn towards tht 
honored sbnno of this temple of sccuiity and pparu And ot the number of 
the said admonitions is a verse which comprehends all the truths of this 
assertion above made, and its woul is most high, ‘ ffVio hi idle their anger, 
and foigne men, for God loveih the henefiernt ’ ‘ And unc ot the leaders ot 
leligion has, with the tongue of vciity, explained this verse in the following 
manner To restrain augei is, not to go to excess in punishment, and fmgive 
ness 18, to obliterate the tiace ot avcisiun from the page of the heart, 
and hcncficence is, to return a secund tune to a fiiend that has offended and 

‘ Kur’kii, FI in 128, Mar 134, Sale, p 47, 1 1C 'Ami run witb emulation to 
obtain remiBsion from vour Lord, and puiadisc, wliose bnadth equallitli tbe bcavens and the 
Earth, which is prepiiied for the godh , who give iiliir in prospentr and adversity, who 
hndle their flngei and feigivc men foi Ood Jiuetli the binehrint ' 
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made Ills excuse , and the sum and substance of the vci sc is to base one's 
proceedings on kindness and gcntlenoss, and to observe carefully in aU 
matters pohtcncss and benignity For it has been handed down among true 
traditions, that if benevolence could be represented in a bodily shape the 
splendor of its beauty would so ghttcr and shine that no eye w ould be able to 
endure the sight of it, and no one would ever haie beheld a more graceful 
fuim, or a more comely appearance And an eminent personage, in a smglo 
couplet ol tho following atan,{a, expresses all this 

STANZA 

‘ When (ioil h«fl fjivrn thfe oVr u culprit sway, 

I'or^^ivL aiul hind him to bo thy felavL 
Thtir own hiid acLions do the slaj, 

lliL finiit (d pardiiii lifts theni from tin ^^rave 
Could HL m outward sh.ipo sweet men j hoi, 

Thati HUH or Jupitu more bn-; lit hIk ' d he ' 

And should this mattCT be duly pondered, it will undoubtedly be discerned 
that the dignity ot man is increased by the excelkuce of a forgiving and 
beneficent disposition Wherefore our best efforts should be directed to the 
cultivation of those two qualities Moreover, it is not hidden [from our 
know ledge] that man cannot be devoid ol faults and negligence, and offences 
and failings If, tlicn, every offence brings out a manifestation ol seventy, 
and eicry enme developes a eonespondmg punishment, a general lUjury 
will bo occasioned, w^hich will spread through the depoitments of finance 
and government 

Vbuse 

To graBp the «»or<l with wild impetuous liasti 
Causes romorsifal giuwmg ot the liand, 

J'’i)iIik 1 it that a kinglj rroiMi be plnred 

On hi iidH that cannot their own wrath LniDmand 

Again, it behoves a king to estimate the extent of the friendship, and 
tlie smeenty of the counsels, and tlic nients and abihty of the person who 
has exposed himself to aspersions, in order that, if he be of the number of 
those W’ho can aid in the ( oimsels of the state, or from w hose advice 
assistance may be anticipated in the events whuh tune brings about, the 
king may then exert himstlt to lostoro his own confidence in him, and take 
speedy measures to encourage and promote him Let him regard this 
(ourse, tliercfore, les tree fiom danger and doubt, and restore his heart, by 
(oneiliation and entreaty, to its wonted tranqmllity For there is no limit 
to state emcrgcncicB, and it is also ceitain that kings stand in need of 
efficacious advisers and tiaistwoithy officers, who deserve to he entrusted 
with secrets, and possess aptitude for discretionaiy powers m the affairs 
ol gosemment WTiercforc it befits the regal position to promote those 
parties who ore adorned with porleet understanding, and hortatory powers 
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and ment, and abatmonce from what is forbidden, and are graced with 
rectitude and upnghtnesa, and piety and honesty , and who ore distinguished 
from their fellows by gratitude and good advice, and loyalty and attach- 
ment And as a means thereto, they ought to loam what office suits each, 
and to what department each should fittingly be attached, and to appoint 
each individual to some busmess, according to his capacity and the extent 
of his judgment and valor, and m proportion to his understanding and 
ability And if in any one, together with ment, be found a fault, of that, 
too, kings should not be neglectful , for no creature can be touiid faultless 
And they have said, 

HEUISriCH 

Seek not u kuUksh friend lest thou shouldst all uiifriLiidcd live 
And in this particular, caution is requisite to such m extent, that if 
any one should embarrass matters which he is calli'd upon to superintend, 
he should he removed from the government , and it another, by his very 
abihtios, should disturb his department, ho, too, should he avoided For 
though tins IB a state of things which is imposaihle, that abilities should 
prejudice anything, nevertheless, the above injunction has been given in 
order tliat it may be known that to obtain one’s object, even men of ability 
and ment may ho di&caided, whence it will bn the more expedient to 
elongate oneself from pooplp fatuous and pi one to error Consequently, 
from the right understanding ot this subject, and the recognition of these 
points, it becomes the duty of kings that they should execute the 
diligent exploration of the matters, and imjuirc into the employments, 
which they commit to the rare ot their officer, and suponutendents, so that 
they may be minutely' converBont with the affairs of finance and government 
And m this, two important advantages aro discernible One is that it 
will bo thence known u lio of the superintendents are chonshers of the 
subjects, and who arc their oppressors Thus the king must take care to 
cares? those who are tender towards the people, and support them m that 
course , and obliterate from the book of employment his name who cares 
not for those under him, and enter it in the register of disgrace 

VFMl. 

Thy folk to piouB men entrusted he, 

For ho builds up the Ntate, who nUes himsrlt 
The nation’s tyrant— thy worst foe is he, 

Who grinds thy subjects to mcroasc thv pelf 
’Tis wrnni. that he ii nation should enthrall, 

Agniust whose hand men lift their hands in prayer , 

Evil will ne’tr the virtuous man befall, 
lint evil-doers then own lives ensnare 

' Ohseiie thi phrase, im/ir u kttmir, lit , ‘ the groove m a dati -stone, from which the 
stalk grons, and the thin pilliclc that covers the stoin ,' hence, anj nimatiic 
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And further, when this idea hns boon impressed on the minda of all, that 
the king keeps the rewards of the actions of well-doers at hand in the best 
po.ssiblo way, and thinks it incumbent on him to punish traitors in proportion 
to thou guilt then the good, being inspired wnth hope, wiU not he remiss 
and supine towards acting rightly, and miBclnevous persons, becoming alarmed 
and torrificd, will not act with audacity and fearlessness as regards sedition 
and wrong-dealing to others Now the talc ol the Lion and the Jackal is a 
stoiy suited to these prcmihi s ’ The King asked, ' How was that 


STOltY T 

The Brahman said, ‘Th(y lia\( related that in the countiy of Hindustan 
there was a Jackal, by n.ime Fan's.ih, ' who had anotcd Ins taco from the 
world, and had turncil his hack on its vain adaiih He lived among his 
fellows and those ot hia own rate, hut he abstained fiom eating flesh and 
spilling blood and hui ting ammals 

cooi'cn 

Ills li]is he (nnisoued with the blood of iiniir. 

And did aitU carululuies had uitioiis shim 

His comrades commemed a wrangle with him, and began a dispute', the 
tendency ol which was towards strife and contest, and said, 'Wc do not ted 
satisflod with this disjinsition of thine, and wo blame thy judgment in this 
procedure Inasmuch as tliou dost not turn away from our inteieoursc, thou 
oughtest to agree with oui habits and ch, trader, and since tlioii dost not 
snatch away the skirt of consent aneousiicss liom oui society, thou shouldest 
not withdraw' thy head tram the eolhii ot coincidence Moreover, to pass 
precious life in prohibition, and to kc'ep tlij'self incaitei ated in the prison of 
austcntj, IB of liltlu utility Besides, it is nght to demand wdiat is due as 
thy portion of the enjoyments ot the woild, that thou mayest have thj shaic 
ol the drink, ‘And forget not thg fotUon m this uorld'^ Nor is it right to 
ichiujiiish eating and dnnkmg wliiih form an essential support of life, in 
order that thou majest comply wilh the command, 'F,at and dnnk,'^ and thou 
shouldest knoAV well the tact that jesleiJiiy eaiiuot be recalled, and it befits 
us not to make sure of gaining the monow What is the use, then, of losing 
to-day ’ and of toiegoing the enjojment of [present] pleasures’ 


' Tine significB ‘(obhing mid breiikinp the bones of the pipy ' 

^ Kur’tn, xxTin 77, hiilo, p 246,1 5 ‘ And forget not tlij portion m this world , hut 
be tliou bounteous unto others, os God hath been hoiinteoua unto llice and seek not to 
lisl corruptly lu tlu e.lrth , foi God loyith not the corrupt doers ' 

= Kur'kn, FI ii 67, Halo, p 8,1 I 'Ent and dunk of the bounty of God, and commit 
not eiil in the earth, noting unjustli ’ 
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COUPLET 

Clime ' from life n hlisiftil moment now in soeret borrow, 

For not one tiUi tell ua hero tbe changes of to-morrow ' 

The Jackal replied, ' Since ye know that yesterday is past, and wUl 
return no more, and that a sensible man does not rely on the morrow, 
lay up Bomctlimg to-day in stole, that may serve as provision for the 
[final] journey 

COUPLET 

Ilanaiick to-daj each comer for the things 
To feed thcL in to-inurrow's juurmjanga 

And the world, full us it is of faults, has at least this one merit, that it is, 
as they have called it, the seed-ground of the final state, and the seed that 
thou sowest tlieiein, the same thou wilt reap m the resurreijion , [as it is 
said], ‘ To-day n the goietny and to-morroio is the honest ' 

DIHTICUS 

Stiivi thoa to-daj to ton with might and main, 

Tu-niorrow ItaiLS tlici not ahinglegrain 
Art lliiiu ncglcitful now to sow this caith? 

Thou wilt not then be half a miUit worth 

It bthovpH a man uf snise therefoic to expend all his cneigics in scouring a 
recompense in the fiual state, and this he inaj do by the performance of 
alms and pious works, and ho should set his heait on enduring happiness 
and etemal dehghts, and this is to be brought about by foisaking the 
affairs of this dcccittul world and fleeting abode 

COL PITT 

l)ii not tlinu til) 111 art, t piay thei , on this (li cting threshold place ' 

Elsewliori' till) the lirm tuundations ol joi s niaiisinus tor thee traoi 

To-dny that ye have the power and canst do so, gidlop the steed of 
abstinence m the plain ot holy warlare, and store up for sickness the fruits 
of health, and acqiure interest fiom the cnpilal of youth for the flagging 
market of old ago, and fiom the advantoges of lil'e piepaie provisions fur the 
journey thiough the desert ot annihilation and extinction A sage has said, 
‘ To day ye have the power and lack the knowledge, and to-morrow ye will 
have Ihe knowledge and lack the powri,' [dccoiding to the text] ‘Alas' 
that I hare iem negligent in my duty to (fod ' ‘ 

COOl LET 

"WtiAt Ub( tlir j»owpr slULc I wist not too ^ 

And win u T wist I Luked tlii power to do 

^ Kur’tin, FI x^xix 57 , Mur 56, Rale, p 34H, 1 9 ‘And follow the moist exrelU'nt 
iiiBtnictinnB wlnili have been sent down unto you horn luur J-iOicl, btluri the punishment 
come suddenly upon )ou, and ye ptreme not the appro •( h tliLreuI , and a soul say, Alas ^ 
for that I Ilitc been nt gliiriiut in mv duty to Gad , venh, I havi bi en one of the h( orners , 
or Sfli, If God had direr ted me, vrnly I had been one ol tin pious, or s'i\, ^lini it sreth the 
prepared pum‘*bmriit. If 1 (ould return once niort into the world, 1 wunld lutome one of 
the n^hteoub ’ 
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Worldly enjoyment, like the lightning’s flash, is unendurmg, and its 
Bufienngs, too, hte the dark shadow of a cloud, have no continuance One 
ought not, then, to become attached to the gain of its good things, nor to 
gyieve at the hardship of its tnala 

COUPLET 

Wlittt though it yield ' its smiles no Joy bestow 
And its V ithdrswul is not worth our woe 

The sum of the matter is, that to devote the heart to attachment to this 
coll of misery appears to he far removed fiom nohihty of mind , and to erect 
an editice in the channel of the torrent of annihilation boems inconsistent 
with perfeet foiCHight [Thus it is said] ‘Pass oner if and do not huild it ’ 
this hiied mansion and place, soon to be abandoned, 

lIFMISnCH 

Trj not to builil, but 1( jvr it to 

The other animals icplird, 'U TiiriHuh' bid ua not abandon the enjoy- 
ments of the world, for it is a woild excellent for the pniposo for which it 
was created, which was that we might reap advantage trom it, and enjoj the 
fruition of itb delights And the recondite saying, ‘And ue provided good 
thtnge for then euetoimce' ' is a proof of this assertion ’ Farfsah rejilicd, ' The 
real excellence of the world consists in its being the implement^ by which 
a wise man obtainh a good name and enduring mention , and by the means of 
which he acquit es piovihion for the journey to that place to which aU must 
return, so that, m accordance with the saying, ‘Honest wealth is a good 
thing,' nches become the cause of his hapjiy end, nol the means of his 
punishment and disgrace And ye, if yc desire happiness in this world, give 
car to these woi da, and, for the soke of pleasant food, the giatificatiou of 
which docs not extend beyond the gullet, do not think it permissible to 
destroy an animal, and he content with what ye can get without molesting 
or pinning othcis, and do not exceed such a quantity as will suffice for the 
sustenance of the frame and the support of the body Nor require of me to 
conform to you in that which is contrary to law and reason For my mere 
association with j ou docs not lead to harm, but my participation in blameahlo 
actions would he the cause of my being punished , and it yc mean to annoy 
me by these vexatious imjiortunities, give me leave rather to abandon your 
society, and betake myself to the corner of retirement 

HEMISTICH 

ril hic mr tn soTne quirt comer, and on mankind shut nij door ’ 

* Kur'liu, n X 9,3, Mar 91, Sale, p 161,1 4 And we prepared for the children of Israel 
an established dwelling in the laud of Canaan, and we provided good thmga for their 
lUBtenancD and they differed not in point of religion, until knowledge hod come unto them , 
verilj thyliOrd will judge between them on the (&v of rcaurreLtion, concerning that wherein 
they disiigreed ' 

■’ Obaene this senne of Hail aftnz it is not given in the Dictionaries 
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When Forisah’e companioua saw that his foot was firmly planted on the 
carpet of ahstmencc and piety, they were convinced, and became ashamed 
of having spoken these worda, and loosed the tongue of apology to excuse 
themselves As for Tarisah, he in a short time attained such eminence in 
piety and virtue that the recluses of that country were in the habit of 
imploring spiritual succor horn his soul, and those who were hastening 
over the tract of religious improvement continually besought the aid of the 
favor of his directing glance After a short iiitcival the fame ol lua 
austentiCB and uprightness was diffused through the cnvirnns of that rrgion, 
and the celebrity of his devotion and religious life pcnctiatcd tlio adjommg 
parts of that territory Now, hard by the place 'wheie Farisah lived, there 
was a jungle, abounding in streams and springs of water, and tiees of various 
kinds In the midst of it was a meadow, such that the garden of liam from 
envy of its ficshncss withdrew its face beneath the veil ot com ealment, and 
the mvigoratmg influenco of its cool northern bieozes bestowed imnioital life 
on the fainting heart 

vrasE 

Its laptare-gumg |)lain did hti' renon, 

Its bicivi, luviffOi Uing, b.inishod care 
Fringing its slrcaiiild’s liii, all moist nitli dioi, 

Verdun' U])spr.ing sin li as iiiie miiflit rumpare 
To tlic soft doivn ol tindu stripling f.iir 

And in that spot many wild animals and beuhts of prev had collected, 
and by reason of tho amplitiido of the expanst and the dolightfulncss of the 
air various blasts and icptilcs reposed there, and their ting was aliuu, terrible 
and dreadful, a monster, fnglitlul and awe-inspiring 

conrLFT 

Ills roar was Inudcrlhan the tliundcr iiasli, 

Ills cjis like liglitiiing tire sumed linth to fl.isih 

The whole body of the inhabitants ot that jungle were constrained to obej’’ 
him and passed their time under the jirotection of his majesty, and in tho 
asylum ot Ins awe They called him Kamjiii,' and under tins title his fame 
had spread thiough all parts ol that country Uiio day, Tv amjhi was con- 
versing on divers subjects with his grandees, and had opened the load of 
various discourse In the midst of the conversation the story ot F orisali was 
introduced, and such were tho eneoiuiuras of his perfect viitnc imd blameless 
life that fiom all (Quarters reached tlie ears of the monarch, that ho wished 
with heart and soul for his society 

COUFLEr 

They did to him a plate, though yet his cheek beheld woe not, 

As to the pupil of tliLir eyes, upon their eyes allot 


* Til it IS, ‘ hoekiiig enjoiTueiit ’ 
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In ‘ihort, as the desire of Kainjut to converse with Farisah passed all 
bounds, he sent some one to require his attendance, and Farisah, on his part, in 
obedience to the imperial command, presented himself m the world-sheltelrng 
court The kmg liaving received him with the presenbed forms of respect, 
bestowed on him the honor of a scat in the high assembly, and tested his 
leid condition in various points of devotion and spiritual knowledge To be 
brief, he found that Fansah was a boundless sea in developing virtuous 
exoeUuncies and high accomplishments, and saw that ho was a gom-scattering 
treasure in tho knowledge ot the particulars of perfect truth Again, he 
made tnol of him m tlie matter ot subtlety and in the transaction of 
important biismess, and in eloquence of speerh and justness of deliberation , 
and found the com of his condition of lull value on the touchstone of 
acceptancp 

llEMtsTIrjI 

(>i]ld tlmt IS pun, why slxiiilil it ilrcad tlip teat ? 

Kamjiu' vas iileased with liis society, and cultivated an intimacy with 
him After some days he colled him to a private audience, and said, 

' 0 Farisah ' my realm is of wide extent, and the transactions of it are 
vast, and they brought to mj’ royal hcarmg tho tidings of thy piety and 
abstinence, and 1 

llEMlSTlrK 

Held thf uascen more dear than if I saw 

And now that I have scon thee, what I sec exceeds what I heard , and 
hearmg proves inferior to tho sight 

COITLET 

I hoard earth's regions did not hold a second such as thou, 

I SOL tliou dost n tliouMind-fold surpuss that rumor now 

1 n ill now plat c conhdence in thee, and entrust to thee tho affaira of 
government and finance, so that thy rank being elevated by my patronage, 
thou wilt bo admitted into the class of my special and mtimate favontes, and 
wilt be distinguished thiough the hlcfcsmgs of my rondescenHion and the 
hiippmciiS of mj' favor, trom thy fellows and brethicu, yea, even from all thy 
contemporaries, by the honor ot my stlection and the excellence of thy 
dignity 

com LET 

Who on mj glorioiii, threshold Ims lus head 
WiU gdiu a throne ere jtl a week be fled ' 

Farisah icjtlud, ‘ It behoves kings that for state-affairs they should select 
proper helpers and becoming assistants, and, moreover, it is requisite for 
them not to force an employment upon any one against his consent For when 
they by compulsion thrust ' office upon a person, who is unable to execute 


Lit , ‘hang it round its noth ' 
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it ngMly, and is mcoinpetcnt to the proper discharge of its duties, the 
disastrous result thereof recoils upon the king, and the sin of the 
disobedience of the functionary comes back upon the ruler 

Now the drift of this discourse is, that I am averse to affairs of state, and 
possess no knowledge nor experience m them And thou art a king of gieat 
majestj and a monarch of high dignity, and in thy service are many wild 
animals and beasts of picy, endued with strength and ability, and noted for 
their qualities of uprightness and honesty, and who are anxiously looking 
out for such employment If thou wilt bo pleased to bestow on them thy 
favor and regard, they wdl keep the loyal mind at ease fioin all anxiety 
as to the management of affairs of importance, and wiU be pleased and 
benefited by the presents and offerings which they will obtain for under- 
taking office ' Kam]uf answered, ‘ What advantage hast thou from thus 
rejecting my offer’ and what profit dost thou see in repelling my proposals’ 
And for my part, 1 will assuredly not excuse thee, and with thy will or 
agamst it will hang the chain of undei taking this affair on the neck of 
thy care 

HEMISTICH 

AViUing 01 not, thou Jost bilong to nii' ' 

Farfsah said, ‘The business of the king should devolve on two kinds of men 
Of these, one is the acut(', uncompromising person, who with extreme energy 
and boldness pursues his object, and having succeeded by craft and siihtloty, 
does not become a butt tor the arrow of oppositnm The second, is a caieless 
and weak-minded individual, who has hecoiiic h.ibituated to degiadntion, and 
who cares nut for dishonor, and disregiuds the loss ot reputation and 
character’ Now such a person is not exposed to envy, nor does any one 
oppose or stiive with him And I am not of these two classes 1 am not 
swayed by ciipidity^, so us to jilay the traitor , nor have I a low disposition so 
as to enduie patiently the load ol mfamy 

STANZA 

Uy God ' VfhoBc hand m all things we dibcorn, 

W)io made the wise selt-guidanee to retain 
My soul the empire of both worlda would spurn, 

If bought by one diahonorahle stain 

The king must abandon this idea, and excuse me from undertaking the 
burthen of this task , for it is now a long time since I have sewed up the eye 
of pert cupidity with the needle of contentment , and have consumed with 
the flashing fires of abstinence, the vain ware of avance, which is subject to 
so many wants And should the king contaminate me again with worldly 
matters, the same thing will befall me which befell the Flies who had 
settled in the vessel of honey ’ The Lion asked, ‘ How w'os that ’ ’ 

' In one Ms 'aii is well supplied before na ddrad 
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STOBY II 

Fttrisah said, ‘ They have lelatcd that one day a pure-minded fakir, 
whose step was firm in the path of spirituality, was passing along the bazar. 
A poor man,' a confectioner, who had a fellow-feeling for the indigent,’ 
requested the holy man that he would rest for a moment at his door The 
spiritually gifted fakli, to gratify him, took his seat there , and the master 
sweetmeat-maker, by way of imploring a blessing, filled a cup with honey 
and set it before the darveah The Flies (according to then custom of 
rushing upon sweet things, and of not suffenug themselves to be driven 
away, however much one may try to get nd of them, 

HEMISTICH 

The flh(jp of the foiifeilioini, tli.it is the place for flie5,) 

all at once settled in swarms on the cup of honey Some alighted on the 
side of the cup, and a fiw threw thcmselvts into it The confectioner 
seeing that the attacks ot the Flics went beyond all hounds, fiourishcd a fan 
tor dnving away insects , those that were at the side of the cup, easily took 
wing and went otf, while the feetot those who had seated IhemselvcH wilhin, 
having stuck m the honey, A\heii they tried to tly, their nmgs became 
smeared with the honey, and they tell into the snare ot destruction The 
pious darvesh was greatly Hniused, and began to utter wild crie,s of 
delight Aftei the sea of the shekh’s mind giew calm, and the waves of the 
ocean of ecstacy and r.ipture had abated, the conf c'c tioner said, ‘ 0 hol> man ' 
I have not withheld tiom thee material siveetmeats, and do thou not with- 
hold from me that spiritual matter which was disclosed ’ m thy recent 
transports 

UEMiailLII 

Thy awcet lips open and pour sugar forth ’ 

The shekh replied, ‘ They represented to me in this cup of honey tho 
vile world, and the greedy and covetous competitors fur it, and a secret and 
inspired voice said to me, ‘ Kiioiv that this cup is the world, and this honey 
its dainties, and these flies thosi that jmisue them And those that sit on 
the Bide are tho contented fakirs, who are satisfied with a small morsel from 
the table of the world, and tho others, which are inside the cup, are 


* I would rather, with some MSS , omit the darvesh that precedes halwdgar in the editions 
’ Lit , ‘ who had a share in tho tiiatc of poverty ' 

^ There 18 an oi]uivoque hero on hahid, ‘sweetmeat,’ and haUod shudah, ‘descending and 
being revealed,’ which cannot be retained m English For hall shudan is ‘to descend,’ and 
ird tnudan is ‘ to be disclosed,' and the two compounds are here put together for the sake of 
the equivoque 
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the greedy and covetoua, whaso conceit is, that as they are maidc they 
will get the greater share , hut they are ignorant of the import of the 
saying, ‘Food (,i allotted' However, when ’Izrail waves the fan of de- 
parture, those that are on the side fly away easily and return to their 
neat ' in the assembly of truth, m the presence of a most potent hing , ’ ' 
while those that ai'O seated inside, the more they struggle, get their feet 
the deeper entangled, and remain m the strait, ‘ Ajterwards we tendered him 
the vilest of the and the issue of then affairs terminates in eternal 

misery and rmn 

vERsr 

Why, as the pnre of one poor morsi'l paid 
Should ivt iill this indignity tudure ’ 

Conti ntment (house— be this thj stnih-in-trade. 

Til bure Mithout it theie is none —hi sure ' 

And this story has boon adduicd in oidei that the king may not besmear 
the wings and feathers of my happy state with the honey of the world It 
may be that when the time tor demanding lestitution of my spirit arrives, I 
may be able to travel easily the load to the final state 

conn rr 

So spend tin life, that should they say ‘Depart'’ 

Thou maist tin I'lill olioj with all thy heart ’ 

Kiim]ul icplu'd, ‘If any one keeps Ills ej'es fixed on what is light, and 
standing fiim on the path ol i‘(j\iify omits no pirtich' of justire, and protects 
the oppressed tiom the spaiks of the lujiirirs of the tyrannical, and listens 
with a pleased he a t and smiling roiinteniiiiee to thottoids of the afflicted, 
assuredly in this -woild lus iortuncs will be honored with permanent y, and in 
the next he tv ill attain to the evallation nl high dignity and blessedness’ 
Fail, sail said, 'If in offit lating under kings all obligations are fulfilled, tho 
jierfume of final salvation may then reach Iho nostrils , but in this world 
the state of a t ourtier cannot possibly be permanent or unchangmg, nor can 
hns office continue for a long time fixed and secuic, lor as soon as one hoa 
been exalted by being gianted ncaier access to tho king, even fiienda begin 
to view him with estranged looks, and foes, too, make his hfo a target for 
the arrow of calamity' And when a party- coalesce, m hostility to him, of 
course he eannot be safe, nor can he live tranrjuilly Nay, though he should 
set his foot on the top of the planet Saturn, he will not secure his hear! ' 
The Lion answeied, ‘ Since thou hast obtained my favor, do not plunge 


’ Kur’hn, liv Ss, Sale, p, 391, 1 29 ‘Moreover, the pious shall dwell among gardens 
and riveia, lu tht asBemhly at tiuth, in the present of a most potent King ' 

I Kur'hn, xry 5, Sab, p 447, 1 18 ‘ By the fig, and the olive, and by Mount Sinai 

and this territory of sprurity , verily we rreatpd man of a most excellent fahne , afterwards 
we rendered him the vilest of the vUt except those who believe, and work nghteonsness , 
for tlipv shall receiK an piidleBs reward ’ 
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thyseK into imaginarj- dangers, for the sincenty of my good opmion is a bar 
to the mischievous plots ol slanderous enemies With a single ehastisement 
I iviU close up tlio path of their machmations, and convey thee to the 
utmost limit of good cheer and safety 

KFMISTICH 

Arc friends noth ua ^ what matter if foes plot 
Fartaah rejoined, ‘ It the king’s intention in thus raising me and hrmging 
me into notiee, is to do me a beneht, it would be moie suitable to his imperial 
kindness and condescension and his infinite justice and impaitiality to leave 
me to go about sale and at my ease m this disiut , and of all the good things 
of this world to content myself with water and heibs, and so keep aloof from 
the injury of the envy and mahec ol fiiend and ioe And this is oei tain tliat 
a short life in peace, and happiness, and fieedom from care, and health, is 
bettci than a long one in fear and dread, and mental fatigue andlahoi 

COl VI FT 

Ojit brcatti, infh laie of mind, is bcttir f.ir 
Than tluniisaud jiurs, which disnppomtnunh mar ' 

Kimjul' responded, ' Thou must put far from thy thoughts llie irritating 
doubts of fear, and allocating thysclfnith me, mustt,ihe on tliy responsibility 
the administi atioil of afl.iiis ’ Fiirfsah rcjilied, ‘ If the case is so, and all mv 
deprecation and rejection are unavailing, 1 mnst have a lettei ol immunity, that 
when high and low nsc up against me, — the former in the hope of getting my 
post, and the latter through tear of their sinking lower, — the king may not he 
alienated fiom me by tlieir whisperings, and may think it light to ponder and 
weigh their insinuations, and may fulfil all that is pioper in examining’ into 
my case, and the mischiei ous accusations of those who seek to do me liurt 

COUl'LEI 

De not ditpleasi'd at ivory shiudciouB word, 

Friouds arc soon loft, if foes he lightly heard ' 

The Lion made a covenant with him, and gate him a promise, and then 
delivered to his charge his effects and treasures, and distinguished him above 
all his retainers and attendants by unbounded fat or 11 e deliberated too on 
affairs of importiinco with him alone, and revealed the statc-sccicts to none 
but him Every day the Lion’s confidence in him increased, and liis intimacy 
with the lion, and the esteem m which the latter held him augmented, until 
their friendship reached the utmost hmit possible, and their union was 
thoroughly cemented Farisah was not absent one moment from attending on 
the hon, nor could Karajuf rest an instant without his society 

HEMISTICH 

'Tis thus, when friendships reach the utmost bound 
' 1 would, in accordance with the best MS supply lAtiydt after sAardtf 
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This state of things became iiksome to the favorites of the Lion, and a body 
of the Pillars of the State came to an agreement hostile to Farisah, and 
bound themselves by a promise of acting consentaneously in opposition to 
him They passed whole days in dciising his rum, and whole nights m 
compaasing his removal At last all unanimously resolved to accuse him 
of treason, m order that tho mint! of Kamjui, which never swerved from the 
path of justice and upnghtness, might be estranged hum him, and that the 
Lion’s belief in his honesty, which (juality he conceived to be perfectly 
manifested in him, might he shaken, ‘ Thereupon ’ (thought they) ' great 
openings may he oh tamed, and endeavours may be used foi humbling and 
oveithi owing him 

( oePLET 

Hy hln\\ (Ii'griLh we mai .uh.uiirs niaLc, Till tlic tiniiiil,itioii of his power we shake’ 

They then suborned an individu.il to steal a jimtion ol flesh which they 
had set iipait for the Lion’s breakfast, and hide it m I'linsuh’s eell 

LOIII'I.PT 

And will'll tile Liim, goWi n-i law i il, iii'\t ilii, 

I'uim hellion's lieii began to take his ivii, 

the nobles and ministeis formed rank in attendance, and the notables 
and ofticials pieseiited themselves at the court of the king Faiisah had 
gone on some Luhincss of the utmost impoitance in some other direction 
The Linn w.is waiting tor his retiiiu, and iitteieil not a word except in praise 
ol luH ability andnudei standing and knowledge 

eoiiri nr 

‘ Tlionio nt iny tongue, life’s sohiie is Ins name, 

No mamont flies hat I ripi.it tin siiini ’ 

The time fur the Lion's meal arrived, and his savage appetite being 
excited, he was overpowered with the violence ol his hunger The more 
they sought foi the flesh which was appoi honed to tlio king, the less they 
found it 'flic Lion was eveeedingly emaged, and at this crisis hArlsah was 
.ibsent and his enemies piesent When they perceived that the fire of the 
Lion’.s hunger was joined to the heat ot his wrath, they began their mis- 
chievous tricks, and finding llie oven of liis fury hot, they shut in tlioir 
uiileavened hiead One ot them said, ' There is no alternative but we must 
acquaint the king, and rcpicseut all we know as to his majesty's advantage 
or detnuient, though it may not suit ceitmn persons ’ Kamjuf, his attention 
being thus drawn, .said, ‘ It behoves loyal attendants and attached lotamers 
at no time to neglect the duty of giving advice, and m lecogmtion of the 
obligations they arc under foi lavois received, to report at fitting times what 
they know and i an tell 

COUPLET 

They (lulv IdjjI, geatiful arc, in sooth, 

W^ho iipver from Ihcit king conceal the truth 
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Report what thou hast heard, and aay what thou hast seen ’ One of those 
traitrous slanderers and ill-jiidging sycophants replied, ‘They have informed 
me that TariVah conveyed that flesh, towards his own house ’ Another, 
in a doubtful way, intorposed with a icniark inltndcd to answer a different 
purpose than tlie apparent one,’ and said, ' 1 cannot believe this, for he is 
an moffinsive and truatu'orthy animal’ Another, cnmineneing craftily, 
cxflaimcd, ‘ We must he cautious m thia matter, tor e\ci vone has his friends 
and enemies, and thiough inteicstcd motives they assert things w’hich are 
not the fact, and we cannot quii lily know men’s iharaelers, nor can we ho 
easily luformed of men's seciets ' Aiiothei, inteiposiiig with gieatcr bold- 
ness, said, ‘ Huih is the c.ise, and lutelligrnee of senets and luipiaintauee with 
men's minds nie not readilv iui|iiiii d I’lit it the flesh be found in his house, 
whatever is ruuioied of his tii ason among high anil Ion , .ind small and great, 
will he line ' At this eiisis, K,iin|iii lost tile n ins of silt-control, and 
eirluimed, ‘ What do men s.q with regard to him ' and how do they 
cBtublish his tieasori ’ ' One ot fliose jireaent, who was in league with the 
adverse taction, said, '0 king' the lepoit of his peitidy and deceit has been 
wide!) diffused among the iidmhitaule. of this jungle, and il he be a tioitor 
ho will never cairj liis life out safe tioni this whnlpool, and the disastrous 
results of his tieason will quiiKly iiiuli him' Auothei of the interested 
ones loosed the tongue ot inischiet, ,iiid said, ‘A number ot persons did 
ceitainly always spiead this lepoi t of him, hut T liehiLtded to ciedit it Now 
that I hear this lustoij il li.is almost come to pass that the gloom of my 
doubt 18 c\eli.inged fm the light of certainty ’ Another added, ‘ Uis frauds 
and deceit hefoii. Loo, vveie not hidden fumi me, ,md I have such a one and 
such a one as witness (liat I he affairs ot this pretended saint would end in 
disgrace, iiud that some giavo otlence .ind enoimous crime would he per- 
petrated by him On this head tliej liave said, 

lirMISllLII 

' Tlu of 1 m 111 amU Ik di'rgXJti il at last ' 

Another said, ' It is strange licit, uotwitlibt.inding pietenaions to religions 
povcity and piiic-raindcdness, and the aseetie’s garb and good intentions, a 
person should not be ashauiid to adopt pcilidy, and stiaiige, too, if this 
Couplet IS not insrnbed by the tongue of his condition on the page of 
dim ouise, 

tourciT 

Mv pinu« garb (loci no suih viitur (.bon , 

It 0 or u buntlieil hidden faults I’U throw ' 

Another, joining in the conversation, in a plausible manner, said, ‘ This 
pure and abstemious person, during these many days, used to weep, and 


1 »ni obliged In ubc thcisp el('»en wnrdi to friiiiilali iruKfhlaiah 
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externally pretended to regard the administration of public affairs as a 
calamity, and misery, and nuatortune, and trouble, and if, m spite of all 
this, his perfidy is proved, there will he room for astomshmcnt ' Another 
said, ' When in such a tnflc as tins, vi/ , the portion set apart for the king's 
breakfast, he could shew his greediness, one may guess what bribes he will 
have taken in alfairs of vital importance, and what enormous sums he must 
have squandered from the king’s treasury 

coorniT 

Tht 'owkr that not ep.irrows e'en will spare, 

Tlimk what hi docs when game and ipiuils are lliere '' ’ 

When the nobles found the plain of ellroiiteiy clear, they began to 
gallop tbe steed of abuse, and lajsed m the evpanse of the heart of Kamjul, 
the dust of suspicion aiid doubt The ministers, too, turning the leins of 
discourse towards cahnnuy and wnked sl.iiuhi, impressed m the mind of 
the king some envious and hj poiritn .il leniaiks " (tne of them said, ‘ If this 
thing turns out true, it will not be simple doeeit, but plum proof of 
ingiatitude and tieasnn to his beiiefdctor, and, undoubtedly, by this 
audacious act he will have thrown loiitempt on the king, and set aside 
the imperial honor and dignitj ’ Anothci adopted the language of advice 
and ndniouitinu, and said, ‘0 fiiends’ hlacktn not the writing of your 

own proceedings by these tatiious words, and in acoordance with the 

sajing, ' iruiild any of you deiiie 1o oat (he Jle><h of hu dead brother da 
not biti the flesh of your brother with tlu tooth of leproach I'or it may 
he that tin' sLuiy ot his tieason is false, and ye will all hecomc criminal and 
guilty II the king will at once issue liis lonmand tliat they search his 
house, the dust ol doulit will he removed liom the path of tiuth Tor if 
the llcvsh bo in his dwilliiig, it will he a ihai proof of the truth of these 
words, and the suspnions of high and low will terminate in conviction, 
But if it be a palpable calumny, nnd the lost flesh is not found in his cell, 

all must loose their tongues in asking forgivcnesa for their fault, and 

entreat raii'aah to paidon them’ Another said, ‘ Wc must make haste if 
these prudent measures are to be adopted, for his spies surround us on all 
Bides Eveij moment lie will get intelligence of what is going on, and 
will neglect no measures that ni.iy be required to icmedy the matter ' 
At the conclusion ol the debate one of the privy councillorB of the kuig 
boldly came forward and said, ‘What is the advantage of investigating 

* In my copy of the lithcigriiphed edition, thirc iv great confusion here The story of 
the Fakir and the rup of honey, is inserted here out of its place 

^ I read with the lu "t M ,S , i ai amt ehand ta gtmah-i haaad bd tarl, instead of the rakcml 
chand at har gwLah-t hashw oa pat ah-t zard 

3 Kar fin, vlix 12, Sale, p 380, 1 24 ‘Inquire not too curiously into other aen's 
failings , neither let the one nr you Rpenk ill of another in hi8 absence Would any of yon 
rlcsiri to eat thr flesh of his dead brother > Barely ye would abhor it ’ 
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this nifaLr, and what is the use of inquiry into this matter ^ For even, if 
the crime of that corrupt traitor should be clearly proved, he will by 
hypocritical and false pretences turn away the mind of the king from 
inflicting retribution, and will employ some astonishing device, by which 
he will tlirow doubt upon aU in apitc of their certainty in this matter 

COCTPI.ET 

H c lu evasion lias such mighty shill, 

He cun make duiiht look truth-likr at his sill ' 

In short, at this ensis, when the Lion was hungry and furious, they 
said BO much after this fashion, that his heart was penetrated with a feeling 
of aversion to Farlsah, and m .iceordante u ith the saying, ‘ Whoner listens, 
dm.ibts,' various thoughts passed thiough his mind, and he gave ordeis to 
summon Larls.ih to his piebcntc That hapless one, unaware ot the 
impression made by the mien of lii.s enemies, began liis return, and as the 
shirt of hia bouesty uas pure from the stain of this false accusation, 
he came boldly into tlie piesence of Kiimpii' The Lion asked, ‘What hast 
thou done with the flesh I tomimlfed to thy charge yesterday’’ Faifsah 
leplu'd, ‘1 (onveyed it to the kitchen, that they might bnug it to the 
king at breakfast- time ’ The cook, too, was one of the conspirators Ho 
came forward to denj [what Farlsah had said ,] and asscited most 
pcitinaciuusly, 'I know nolliiiig about the cucumstance, and thou gaveat 
no flesh to mo ’ The Lion then sent a jiarfy of commissioners, who scaiched 
Farlsah’s abode for the flesh, and, as they had hid it themsehes, they 
soon brought it to light and took it to the Lion Farlsah pcrecivcd that 
his enemies hod ettected their purpose, and that they had found their 
opportunity and accomplished an aftair, the threads of the counsel of which 
they had been long weaving' ]Ie said to hiniBell, 

COUrCET 

‘ The 11 all hides now the suiisliinr of inj hliss,* 

Toi louu long vcaia 1 fiarcd a ilj) like this ' 

And of the number ot the vazi'rs was a woll, who to that moment had not 
uttered a word of reproach, and who reckoned himself among the just, and 
made as though he ii ould not take a step without certain and convincing proot, 
nor meddle with the matter till he had full cognizance of all the circum- 
stances, and vaunted his fncndship for Farlsah, and made a stienuous show 
of protecting lum When these thmga had taken place he advanced, and, in 
decluiation of his opinion, saad, ‘ 0 King ' tlie fault ot this viHaiu has been 
found out, and the gmlt of this dishonorable wretch has come to hght The 
king's advisable course is that the command for his punishment should he 

' Lit , ' The sun of nij mirlli lins armed on the top of the wall ’ 
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earned m6o execution with all poasible despatch , for, if this be overlooked, 
other onmmala will doubtless be freed from dread of chastiaenient, and will 
wax more audacious every moment 

HBMIBTIOH 

BuBinrSB would eeiue if punislmicnt were not ' 

The Lion commanded them to remove the Jackal, and plunged into a long 
and deep meditation Meanwhile a lynx, who was one of the special 
tavontes of the king, began to say, ‘ I am astonished at the luminous mind 
of the king — from the radiance of which the sun acquires its power of diftusing 
light, and under the defence of which the taper of heaven’s doimitory lUumi- 
uates its face, — as to how the acts of this traitor, and the perfidy of this paltry 
cheat, have been hid from it, and how unobservant the king has been of the 
impurity of his foul mind, and the deceitfulness of his wdy nature, and why the 
king delays his execution, notwithstanding such an enormous enmo, and such 
a shameful action, and disturbs with the straw and rubbish of reflection the 
stream of punishment, by the drops of which the tree of justice is refreshed 
and invigorated ’ liamjv'if, roused by these words, said, ‘ What hast thou to 
say’’ The lynx replied, ‘ 0 king ' sages have said, ‘TZe, whose admtmitta- 
tion u good, las rule will endure the regulations of a needful seventy are 
the cause of a government’s continuance Whocvci diaws not out the sword 
of punishment fiom the sheath of vengeance cannot repel the arrow of 
mischief with the shield of defence, and he who does not hack to pieces tho 
foundation of injustice with the axe of wiath will not he able to plant 
the seedling of hie wishes in the flower-garden of life 

VERSE 

tVlicri laws of Hliuksiimc rigor tease to roigii, 

Tb( base of safe ty, too, is overset 
Fur 'tis hoiu it tticse garilins fruit obtain 

From tbe clrar fount ol nglitcou'i strictness wot 

And whoevci seeks the king's welfare must inflict jiunishmenl on the guilty, 
nor shew him favor though he be the friend of his heart and the beloved of his 
soul As the Sultan of Baghdad, for the public weal, inflicted punishment 
on his own beloved mistress ’ Kanijui' said, 'How was that ’’ 

STORY III 

The lynx represented, ‘ They have related that in the capita] of China 
there was a king, who, in observing the canons of justice, liad, like Jamsbid, 
made tlie world-displaying goblet of reason the mirror of his life , and, like 
Alexander, sought for the living waters of equity in Ins attention to the 
rules of government 

COUPLET 

A Iiuiidrcd liagiu't, Co regions of tin diail 


From Ills impartial sway, iiijustiei fled 
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He had a son of fair couatenance and sweet disposition, who captured the 
hearts of mankind with the lasso of suavity, and, with the grain of beneficence 
and courtchy, brought into the snore of hia attachment the birds of the soulft 
of high and low 

OOUrLET 

tSLTcr did Mother World oue of such stainless temper boar, 

Nor over did fiitu’s eji with him one so immatthcd compare 

This son formed a desire of seeing the Holy Sanctuary^, which is another 
term for that m the \\ cll-knowu pasbiige, ‘ Ve) ihj the fu d house appointed unto 
men to worship in [was that uhiih is in flrtcaj and from the cornei of his heart 
was nianil'eated a strong iiiLlmutiou to eirLUinamhulatc that most excellent 
place, lound which religicius ]iroce‘-sions move, by wliicb is meant tlie abode 
of peace, according to the saying, ' JITiootei entireth therein shall le safe^ 
Having uLcepted witli the, words ‘Here 1 am’’ the imitation of the summonei,* 
[who says] ‘ And piorlaim unto tlu people,'* he funned a faxed determination 
of cntcimg on a jnlgrimagc, to the bonctuary ol the li'abah 

stanza 

The hope to (iroumiimhulalc the temple of thy stri nt, 

Cciiihigns a tiinii of pilgrinin to the wilderness of caic 
Kxi lainung, ‘ Heie am I ' ’ wc iliiiih, and mount with w dlmg feet 
Upon thj sacred nuarteis, ’Arjlit,® aud Llustoriiij there 
A hundri d i aravans of souls aw nit 
Tin auinmanH, ‘ Entir it the holy gati ' 

After he had obtained leave to dep.irt from hih father, he set off by way of 
the son, and embarked with a immhoi of ictamors in ships such that the 
expanse of heaven appeared insignific ant in conipanson with each vessel, 
and the page of the sky shewed like a diminutive scrap in jiixta-pohition with 
a single sad ol iv^ch baiipie They put in motion the footless, wator- 
traveihing coiirsciH, and taking up their abode in that wooden house luw'hich 
the root was btdow and the pillar above,'' thiy eommittcd the itina of disposal 
to the lapid wind 

' Kur’tin, FI in '10, Mar OO , isole, p 43,1 3(1 ‘Sai, f'od is tiue , fullnw yr there- 
fore the nligiiiii of Alji.itiam the oilhodov lor he w is lui idohitir Virily the first house 
.ippoiiitid unto min to worship in, was that whith la iii Ben ,i , blessed and a direction to all 
Lieituns ' Heica is anuthii nann lor Mui i, the Arabs using the m and b proiniscuouBly in 
Bcnr.d words 

I See the pass.ige of the Kur’Cin quoted aliove The inxl lini ib ‘Therein arc manifest 
signs the plin 1 win ic Abr.ihiim Btond , uiiil wluitvir intiiitli tlimin shall be sate ' 

J 1 would nail rfn'i-ni ihd tlic SIWS .illow it, govf rned in Ihc dalivc by >jalat zadah 

< Kur'bn, ivn ‘28| Site, p 25,1, 1 2S 'And piuelnim unto tlu pcopk a solemn pil- 
grmiiigc let them loiim unto tine on fool, .iiid on criiy le.in camel, iirriving from every 
distant mad, that they may be mtiiesscs ol Ihr adiantagcs which acciue to them from the 
visiting this holy pline, and may i omnienior iti the name of (Ind on the appointid days, m 
gratitude for the bniti latllc which he hath bestowed on them ' 

* 'Arnftit IS a mountain twelve miles from Makkah, whence pilgrims make a. procession 
to the Holy Monument on another moiuiUun at a little diaUuiLe On ’Arafat Adam met 
Eve after a separation of 200 years 

* That IB, the deck was bilow the mast or pillar 
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COUPLET 

Moon-likc, the) in tlio waters ' hold their dwollmg, 

Towards the shore thiir swift-iaili d harijues impelling 

Having traicracii a dihtanLo, in .i blioit time they arrived at the revered 
Hakkah, and having perfoimed the proper ecremonieH and ntes of the 
pilgrimage, they bent their f-teps to kiss the threshold of the sacred 
U.msoleuni of JIis Iliglintss the Sult.'iii ol the throne ol prophecy, and the 
Khdkan ol the court ol honoi and majesty 

couPirr 

That hut-rriucd, soaiiiig cai.ilinr, he ier whnsp use were gnin 
Ah leatlier fur liis stiiiiips twain, the evpauses nine of heaven 

(May God pour Hia bleatiniia on Muhammad tho chosen, and on hn family 
the pure ones, and on his eompaiiinns the excellent , and were made felicitoua 
by kissing the sublime court uf the Ihojihet 

COLPLIT 

To Lihs th; pm tab' sniu J (hist, Hie wish of even saint is tins, — 

And liiirdtr than all hardest (liinirs t‘> hisf' Hus Itiiig-hopi d, inueh-soug'ht hliss 

And thence tlieyrame with a caravan of Khuiabdii towards Itaghdid 
The king of that plate, heuiing an aicount of the jiiiiite, came out to meet 
him, and obseived tovsaids him the iisjieetful and hunoiihf eciemonies which 
wcic fitting and icqursite, and h.ning piepartd for him projici entertainment 
and allowances, and a suitable jil.u e to alight m he besought him to tarry 
tliei CM ei tain daj s Vl'heu they h, id recovered themselves from the fatigue 
of the jomnfy, and bad lesolied on letiunmg to tbeir own country, the 
prince made niuri\ apologies, to the iSult.iii for the tioiibh he had given , and 
having replied to his attentions with the gilts of thankluluebS and gratitude, 
sent to his seiaglui, bj way ot piesent and good-will olleniig, a ('luncBC 
damsel, and he liimscll li.iving packed up lim tiaveliiig effects act out for 
Khurasan The Sultan, al'tci tlio icieinony of accompanying his guCHt some 
way on the march, and the dischaige oi the cu.stnra.s of v aledictiou , returned 
to his seraglio, and sent for the dainsil Ho beheld a form of such beauty 
that the Limner of Creative Tow'd had ncvci diawn the like on the tablet of 
eiistence, nor had the eye of the paintei of iniaginalmn ever beheld in the 
volume ol fancy so giacefiil a shape Her enchanting locks eniliained a 
woild with Iho lasso of mischief, and the woild-illuniiiiating moon, from its 
high station, had painted a diadem on (he ground bcfoic her face With 
one arch movement of lici ejebiovv, she plated the claims of othei pretenders 


* Till re Is an equivoque here, wliuh raiinnt he ritniiiul m Englisli The harj-dbi may 
iniun ‘the iifrn Aquarius,' ui ‘ii maiisiuii m the watei ’ 

' Here nqiiin is an equivoque nut ntuiiiablc in I.iiglisli ]Oidk husi, ih 'kissing the 
grounil,’ ami bnrdti.i hii-Uinb, lit , ‘to bear tn the gruiiiul,' nii ms - liki the GermBU 'zu Gninde 
gehen,' to bi ruiiKil nr lust ' 
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to beauty on the shelf of oblivion, and with a single eoquettish glance of her 
half-mloxicatcd eye, she gave to the wind of me-bnation the piety of anchorets 

niBTICHB 

A lamp to lovrrs, where to couch her (heck , 

Her Up, the zest and wmc that topers tcek 

tier furui, the lofty iortaue ol the just 

Her curls, the xhriiu that vigil-k(,up(TS truht 

Sweeter than sugar, huh ful ' envy owns 

Hci words Ibr bps hhamc rubies into stones ' ' 

At the giacefulmovemculB ot that tree cypioss, the toot of the heart of the 
kmg of Baghdad sank m the clay, and by taatiiig lier wine-iolored lip, bo 
be(,aine mtoxicatcd and bereft of henbc without the intervention of wine 

COlIrLET 

‘Chained to hir hlciidcr-waistcd* form,' h(i (uptivL said, ‘ I languish, 

Ah ' to mj florrow-wasti d - lu art what tolliiiiig this, and lUigmsh ' ’ 

However much the Sultan, who had lost liis heart, excited himselt [to eucape 
this thraldom] it was all lu vam , and though commanding reason poured 
the water ot udmcmitiou on the fite of love, its flame did hut hlazc torth the 
more 

rOUI'LET 

Words will not stanth those flow mi; tears, nor stay the torrent of these eyes, 

And eluding hut augments tin more the torture (tf love’s agonies 

(Jmng himself up to the soeiety of the damsel, the Sultan, all at once 
abandoned the thought of Ins people’s sulteiings, and attention to the atfairs 
ot the State And whenever u king enguges in dissipation, and ceasoH to 
inquire into the condition of the oppresHcd, and, tixing hia ears on the aott 
BoiuidH ot the lute and lyie, libtens not to tlie W'ailing of each afflicted heart, 
trouhlcb in a short time arise, and sedition niid dibordur, growing rampant, 
the issue of aflaiis is disastrous to mankind 

V bllbK 

M'^hcn nionarchs time in rirclry tmploi, 

Then sets the star uf their ambitionmgs 
Libia ’ the Lonshdlatiuu is of jov,^ 

And there the plaiuts wane and sink for kings 

Some days pasbod in this mtmner, and the Pillars of the Slate and mmistei s 
of the kmg, disti eased at thtir monarch’s mditferenco, beheld the condition ot 
the city and ol the couiitij' involved in disorder A number ot them, 

‘ I have kept the equivociup here more suieessfully than tlu extnvuganco of I’crsian 
allusions gencirally permits dm tmiij mnndan, said of sugar, means, ‘ to be in a bale,’ and 
siguihefl gentrolly ‘ to he distressc'd ,' dor sang raftan has the two meaumm that 'to bo 
petrified ’ has m EnfrliHli ^ 

^ Here agnin is an equivoque on which signini's ‘bIuuIlt' iind ‘sad' 

■* Mizdn, ‘Uhn, maj also mum ‘lonmiiU tabkh ' I know not il an oquivonue is 
intended ^ * 
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unfolding the hand of prayei, tnmod their faces to [ask help of] hermits and 
saintly men , and soliciting benedictory intercesaiona fiom pure-minded 
darveshes, made otfeiiiigs fui tlie restoration of the Sultin’s state The 
prayers of these disinterested peraoniiges reached tlic target of acceptance 
At night the Sultan saw, in a dream, one ndvaneing towards him, say, 

cuLPLir 

‘ King ' if Ihcy wbat will tlij ansiior la, 

Thorp, wliore thou linrist, and wherr noui iiai thio> 

What thing is tins that thou hast taken in hand^ and hast withdrawn thy 
hand fiom attending (o the oppichoed It has almost come to pass that 
affairs arc mcmodiahlo and thy enipiie overthrown Itise ' and betake 
thyself to thy eonccrua, 

iiLMisncn 

ElhO coming mihcliiifs wiU spring from thjBilf ’ 

The king, in terror at this ciieuniatauee, awoke He then performed Ins 
ablutions, and loosed liis tongue in excusing lamself, and praying to bo 
forgiven, and employing himsclt in lemedymg the past, issued a command 
that that damsel should not ugaiii intiude on his pnvaiy And although hi> 
could not rest without liei, and his heait was in\ei tranquil except in 
meditating on hei beauty, still, tluough fcai ol (tod and diead ot the decline 
ot his kingdom, he gaic thisoidei The duuisilwailid two or thicedays, uud 
then one night, feeling ,i longing desne loi the king's sociely, she eiiteud 
his chamhei w'ltli a tare lilsC a tiesli rose-liud ' which the nioruing-hree/e has 
caused to blow, and with ringlets like the twisting hjaemths buried in an 
envelope of puicst musk 

VFllHE 

WiHihv.uinth aatl jcss.imiiif lii-r pulumi d liair wiis lioiiml, 

A ]ios) BWPit, of viiiUts liir rlustiriiig riugliUs sciniud , 

Her i’)Pa, with love iiitovii.iti , in wiUliing sleep hall drowned, 

IIci lucks to fiidmii spikimtrd like, with loic'’s i iirhantments ^ beamed 

Ag.ain at sight nf her beaiifj' the king was despoiled of lus senses, and 
tumultuous love lohbed him of his icusoii and understanding 

tour LET * 

Now love rcturnul, and madness laiiii agiuii, 

And her areh looks ag.iin infln t kwi it p nil 

For several days more he remumed cajitivnted by her beauty, and in- 
fatuated with hei locks and molc,^ passed lus time in dt lights, and again 


* Gul-har^, ‘rose-loaf,’ but shijuflah will hardly apply to a leaf Ilowertr, I’lrsian 
wntcra rare little for sneh luconsisttiitus 

Lit ‘ Fiom desire her Indian spikenard in a twist ' I i oramend this to the lovers ot 
purely literal triinslntion 

’ The moll takes a eonapiiuoua plate in the enumerations of the beauties of a Pirsiun 
misiresa Hkli/ tells us he would givi llukhhru and Samarkand (tis wc should say Vienna 
and Puns) for the mole of his fair one 
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the mesnengrrs of the invisible world summoned him with infallible wammga 
to the path of rectitude The king came to himficlf and said, ‘ There is no 
remedy for my suffi rings hut to get iid of this mischief, and no hope of a 
cure toi m\ iillairs sai e in the annihilation ot this calamity ’ Hereupon ha 
commanded a chambeiLim saving, ‘ Take this disobedient damsel, who without 
permission eiileied my thiimber, and cast her into the Tigiis ’ The chamber- 
lam led the damsel .may, uiid lefleeted thus with himself ‘This ib tho 
beloved mistiess of the king, and pcihaps to-iiiniTow' he ma) lepent and 
require her ot me again 4 In nil I have put hei to death, the hand of 
thought will not lemh tlie sknt of leiiudj ’ He therefore concealed her in 
hiB houHe The king, who was sad at what In had clone, when he leturned 
from hifl seal in the publii hull into his jiiivale apaitmcnts, was overcome 
with the desire ot seeing lus iiiisl-irss, and toituied willi legiet Again 
repmacliiiig bmiselt, he allaved thuliiiiuiit of his mind with the aigiimcnts of 
reason One night, to dispil his guet, he qiiafted a goblet of iiiiic wine, and 
forgetting the adinoiiilioiis of reason and the waimngs of priideiu e, became 
impatient at the m olid tinii ot his emli intiiig fan one Summoning his high 
chamberlain, he luquiied into the fate ot Ins beloved, and said W'lth tho most 
temhle tliieats, ‘ It thou biingest hei not here this night T will bring thie 
to punishment ’ Howovei inueli the (hainlierkmi bigan to e,\cusc himnelf, it 
was all in v.im, and hdiolding the dieudtul vviath of the king he saw himself 
on the verge of destruction Tlnoiigh necessity theietoie he conveyed the 
moon-likc beauty to tlie king's chainbei Again the foundation of delight 
was laid, and the materials ot mirth set ready 

vEnsr, 

VVi 'lo here, 'ti 3 night- -our mistnss is he fort ns, 

1'tie dip Is FU a, till nine ot loss line 
Tin ilowirs bloom leil .niliiniii ti is |>assi’d o'er ns, 

JIiiil, jojous spring ' mid winter sad, Adiiu ' 

In short, three times the king commanded her to he shun, and the 
chambeilam acting cimtiouslv, delayed the e>.erution At last the affairs 
of the stnti- came to a complete stand The Sultan peieeived that there was 
no remedy foi this e.ilamily but from lus own hand, and that he could not 
hope to get iid ot tins mistoitiine by the aid of another 

lirMlSTICH 

‘No other's hand ran manage this affair ’ 

por he saw that whomsoever he might command to slay the damsel would 
assurEdl}^ out of caution, delay the cxeention Therefore the king prepared 
himself to put her out of the way, yet he was unwiDing to destroy any one 
openly, without some palpable tieason on their part At last, one day, 
standing on the teiraco of his palace, he was garing on the Tigris, and the 
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damsel, m attendance on him, was contemplating from a distance the beauty 
of the king The Sultan, dreading the future, reflected on the fatal 
consequences of his supineneas He sair that the time was come, and said 
to himself, ' Though 1 bring on my head innocent blood, yet a hundred 
thousand hearts ivill be suhiced which now hy my neglect of them, are 
immersed m blood And though this giil is dear to me as my life, yet it is 
of still gieatei importance to have legurd to the condition of my distressed 
people ’ He then bade her approach neaier to look at a vessel When the 
damsel had come close, the king gave hei a push, and threw her into the 
Tigris, and evincing much gnef, gave out as though she had ol herself 
fallen into the water He then commanded llicm to draw her out of the 
nver, and burying her, and bcgmmng to mourn for her, he fulfilled the 
most rigorous conditions ol that iitc Thus, for the public weal, he with 
hiB own hand, took aw ay the lilc of her whom he adored 

HEMiaTini 

F(ir one good (ml tings iull u ImnJretl slay ’ 

And I h.ivc adduced tins story m order that the king may know that it 
18 better to take rare of the welfare of the stati than to shew indulgence to 
one traitoi, and innie advisable to lemovc one person vi hose rvislenee is a 
general iiijurj', than to exclude a tlnmsand otliei s ' 11} these wily lusmua- 

tions the fiio of the lion's wiath was kindled, and he sent a nicssaue to 
Fartsah, ‘II thou liast any ex( use to oflei for ihis ofi'ence make it known’ 
As Fan'sah was lunoiont, and [as it is true what] they have said, 'When 
a man’s hand is short, lus tongue is long , 

IILMIHllCII 

Tlio inncicdit uc (v(’r fcarlrss found,' 

he sent back a rough message, and his reproacliful wouls did but help the 
mischievous flatteries of Ins ojiponciits The fire of K.imji'it’s wiatli lose 
higher, and putting aside all covenants and piomiscs, he gave a positive 
order to put Fartsah to death They conveyed tidings of this to the mother 
of the Lion, who saw that he was acting piciipitatily, and had disregaided 
clemency and forbearance, and exi hanged patience and oalmuess for levity 
and precipitation She thought to herself, ‘Imust go with all speed and 
release my son from the temptations of the iiccursul devil For whenever 
anger gets the mastery over kings, iSatan heais sw'ay over them, and 
leads them to do whatever he wishes, and the same meaning may he 
understood from the import of the true tradition, ' Whm the aul>dn m furious, 
the devil exercises iominion mer him ' 

COUPLET 

Wrath 15 a flame from Satan that procceda. 

And in the cud it to repentance leads ' 
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Tirat of all she despatched aome one to the executioner, aaying, ‘ Pause 
ere thou slayeat the JaekEil, until I apeak to the Lion ’ She then came to 
Xamjid, and aoid ‘ 0 son, I have heard that thou haat given orders to put 
PariBAh to death What % aa hia crime ’ and what fault has ho committed ^ ’ 
The Lion reeounted the circumatancea Hia mother said, ‘ 0 son ' cause not 
thyself to wander m the wdderneas of perplexity, nor exclude thyaolf from 
the quality of juaticc and beneficence And the wise have said, ' Eight things 
depend on eight things The honor of a wife on her husband, and the 
reputation of a eon on hia fathei , and the knowledge of a piipd on hia teacher , 
and the strength ot an aimy on its general, and the spiritual gifts of 
religious men on then faitli, and the security of subjects on their king, and 
the government of u king on justice, and the excellence of justice on reason 
and vigilance Now the principal things in this matter are two One is to 
know one's followers and attendants, and to pLice each in the position proper 
for him, and to promote him in proportion to his ability and skill The second 
point 18 , to Buspert them in what concerns one anothci, tor there is a constant 
strifo between those who arc most in favour at the courts of kings, which 
cannot be extinguished except by therr utter annihilation Wherefore if the 
King hstens to the accusations of one against the other, and attends to the 
caluinmes of that one with reference to this, there will be no more confidence 
between the Sultan and the Pillars of the State Hence whenever they wish 
they will ho able to bring a loyal servant under suspicion, and trick out a 
traitor m the garb of loyalty Conscajuently the innocent ore overtaken in 
the whirlpool of calamity, and the guilty pass their time on the shorn of 
escape m safety and security 

CODTLET 

Ilroken-licartcd lu thiir pnson languish uU the innocent , 

While the guilty stand ufiir off ever smiling and content 

And without doubt, the result of this procedure will be that those present 
wiU decline office, and the absent will hang back,* and the execution of 
tlio supreme commands will be delayed, and a thousand embarrasamenta 
Will accrue to the Pillars of the State , and the ill consequences which 
proceed from this are beyond the limits of computation, and exceed the 
pow'er of reckoning 

B1AN7A 

Lc t not the ear to selfish men be lent. 

For they will injure both the faith and State 
Aa sycophants through thee grow eminent. 

Bo will thy greatnees and thy power abate 
If to the envious thou dost yield consent, 

Of thy frce-vnll thou ceaseet to be great ' 


the 


* This appears to be the meaning of iaXfPud namwian here, and indeed I find it given on 
margin of one of the MSS 



chafteh IX. stoxr iii 


497 


The Lion aaid, ‘I have not been induced by any one’s words to issue 
this command with reference to Forisah Nay, my disposition towards him 
was unchanged, until his treason was palpable ’ The honess replied, ‘ It 
is not nght for kings to alter their minds, especially with reference 
to the confidential adyisers of the court, without perfect certainty And 
as to what thou saidst that his- treason was fully proved, this matter is 
still Tcilod in doubt , and the truth will then be evident when the curtain 
falls from the face of this affair And it was but fitting that thou shouldest 
have found room m the amphtude of thy clemency for so slight a fault 
which they impute to Farlsah on suspicion , and that thou shouldost have 
kept m full view of thy mmd his previous services , and the virtuous efforts 
and dlustnouB acta which he performed at the door of this palace ought 
not to have been effaced from the tablet of thy memory , nor ought the 
words of those devoid of ment, unatteated, to have met with a favorable 
hearmg as to the mentonous of approved capacity 

VEHbE 

The mean man grudges others their siirreaB, 

And so the miser would the fly expel 
From the same cup Eudluss the tneks, finoBse, 

That knaves who neither act nor prospei well 
tVill trj, lest fortune should true ment bless 

0 son * we ought to recognise, m all circumstances that occur, and m all 
events that talc place, far-sighted reason and world-adoming judgment as 
a just oracle and [leilect discrinimator tor the pxcl Hence of niau’s nature 
IS ennobled by tlic“ ileanicss ul his intellect 

eoiirLEi 

Of human greatness reason is the hose, 

"Jn this exolts tin rank of Adam's lacc 

And Farlsah had reached in thy court a high station oad exalted rank, and had 
attained great eminence and lofty position In public assemblies thou wast 
accustomed to spt ak m his praise, and ill private thou honoredst him by taking 
counsel with him Now, it behoves thee to break thy resolve of violating 
thy covenant, and not to exert thyself for the destruction uf the base of that 
edifice which thou hast erected witli the hand of thy own encoui ogement , 
and to guard thyself from the exultation of rnemies and the rejoicing of the 
envious, so that, as is required by thy grave and dignified position, having 
judged it necessary to make due mvestigation, and, having practised caution 
and employed inquiry to the fullest extent, thou maj'est be excused in the 
eye of reason, and bo clear m the opinion of the wise from the stain of false 
accusation And this crime which they impute to him is too paltry for a 
wise man lilce him to soil with its dust the mirror of uprightness, and to 
defile the skirt of honesty with the impunties of trifles such as thear. And 

2 K 
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I know that greed and appetite could not oveicome hiB abstinence and con- 
tentment , and that covetousness and lust could not gallop the steed of hope 
in the plain of his vision and knowledge Moreover, during this long 
period that Failsah has been an attendant of this court he has never eaten 
flesh , and, previous to that, too, he was famed and celebrated for this 
quahty His abstaining from eatmg animal food v as m every mouth, and 
had reached all ears 

lIEMlSlim 

Not BO prolonged would lain wordB be 

And the piohabilily is that enemies put the flesh in Farisuh’s abode And 
it IB not to be supposed that this is too much foi the deceit of the fraudulent, 
or the envy of the invidious to eitect Foi among thi cntious there has 
been one who, in expectation that it might be injurious to another, was a 
consentmg party to his own death, as that wielthed meirhint ordeied the 
slave to kill him ' The Lion requested to know, ‘Hou was that’’ 

STORY IV 

The lioness said, ‘They have related that theie u ns in llughdad an 
envious man, who had a neighbor a pool man and a pious, viho passed his 
days m tr.iversing the wasto of fasting \tith tlie step ol ulistinonce, and 
his nights m traveling the lo.xds of worship by the juith of iioctunial jii lyci 
and spiritual conflict 

COVI’lFl 

Ills heart, a lamp (if but, ho did illumo, 

And evorj otlior thing, save God, tunsnnir 

The inhabitants of Haghdad turned the face of confidence towaids that holy 
man, and liis goodness was tallied of m their assemblies and publn meetings 
and the great men ot the iity used to notice him kindly and liy w.iy ol 
present, and, to secure his blessing, used to send offerings of money and 
goods to him On these seveial accounts the ennous man envied his good 
neighbor, and made variims attempts to injure him, but ovoiy arrow of deceit 
which he discharged tiom the bow of calumny was lendeied nugatory by the 
shield of innocence and the armor of piety At last he was reduced to 
despair about this, and was utterly weaned He then bought a slave, and 
made a point of according to him oR possible kindnesses and rewards, and 
fulfilled aU the requirements of compassionate feeling and care towards him 
Ho used constantly to say, ‘I am cherishing thee for a particular object, and 
hnnging thee up for a thing of the greatest importance, and I hope that thou 
Wilt extneate my heart from that load, and free my sad soul from that care 

COUPCET 

"Witli tbe taara I fondly chensh, with the pangs that wring my frame, 

I am hopeful, yes ' I feel that I shall quench this cruel flame 
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Aflcr a considerable time had passed, and the slave became firmly 
obedient, and submissively disposed, he several times begged with the 
tongue of entreaty to undertake the promised affair, and to enter upon the 
buBineas in which the wish of his master was contained, and said, ‘ I am not 
able to express by the force of language the various favors and kindnesses 
which thou hast lavished on this helpless person, nor by the aid of description 
con 1 distinctly act loith the rondeacending attentions and benefits with 
which thou hast distinguished this humble slave 

CUl'PLET 

Thv favor makis t)i\ stave a lily seem, 

Earh limb a tongue of piuisc, and thou the theme 

I desire, m return for these demonstrations of kindness, that I may shew my 
devotion, and perloiiri hemee in n quital of these benefits 

roiTi FT 

The nun of life I'll sainliti for llui, .Viul for thy luds mj soul shall offered be ’ 

When Ihe master saw that his slave aimed at shewing his gratitude and 
,vvas uralntions of puiving his attachment, he raised the curtain from 
bcloie tlie affair aud s,iid, ‘ huow and undeistandth.it 1 am tired of my 
life by K.isnii id tins uiighbor of mine, .ind 1 wish by some means or 
oilier to bring .i misfurtuiie upon him In spite of all the .aitifioes 1 have 
s(t on toot, .uid the i \peJicnls 1 h.ivo i ontnvi d, the arrow’ ol my counsel 
li,as not iiruhed the taigct of dobiie, and the file of envy blazes forth 
every moment in my heart and makes life odious to me And horn chagrm 
on Ins account I loathe tlic en)oyni(nts ot hie, and am disgusted with my own 
ixisteiico I have clieiishej thee duiing this long interval, that thou 
mny’Oht this night kill me on ray neighbor’s terrace, aud leave me there and 
dcjiurt , m ordei that, wlieii they sei mi there m the morning a corpse, 
they may, aLS of cuiuse thiy will, appichend him on suspicion of the 
muider , and so ho will he despoiled of his property and hfe, and his 
chaiacter lui goodness and virtue will be destroyed, and men’s faith 
in him will end in hemg marred, and he will no longer he able to boast of 
his piety and austerity And to mcn’,s sorrow the meaning of this couplet 
will come true with regard to him, m that they have said, 

OODPLET 

The pioUH man affects too much 0 God' his curtain draw away, 

And to the world hia hidden vice and naughtinese display ’ 

The slave replied, ‘ 0 master ' rehaquish this thought, and set about 
managing this affair differently , and if thy wish is to get nd of the holy 
man, I will slay him, and will set thy heart at ease with regard to him ’ 
The master rejoined, ‘ That is a complicated and long affair Perhaps 
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500 


ANVVH-l SUHULI, OHj THE LltUIS OF C1N0FU8 


thou mayost not get him into thy power, nor be able to kill him bo quickly, 
and I have no moie patience or endui'ance left Anae ' and perform this 
oerviee, and make me satisfied with in3'self , and lo ’ I hand over to thee 
a writing of maiiuniiasiun, and I give thee a puree of gold, with which 
thou uilt be able to suppuit thjBclt uU thy lite, that thou mayeat depart 
fiom this iitj, and take up thy abode ui another country ’ The slave 
replied, ‘ 0 master ’ no wisp man entertams this thought which thou hast 
formed , and no one who has drawn in the perfume of good sense, sets 
forth such a scheme as thou hast set forth For the luisfoi tune of an enemy 
maj', indeed, he deairiible in one’s htetinic , hut when thou hast passt'd 
beyond the eirelc of existence, what gi atifii alion evill there he to thee fiom 
his execution ^ and uhat aJiantoge fioin his hcuig racked and impiUHoned ' 

COUPLET 

Bid the tuhii CL, ISC to grow when I have kft the gay imrtorre, 

Cypress ' wave mit lu the garden, when I am no longer tlicic ’ 

However much he spake after this fashion, it was ol no a\ ail , and, when 
the slave saw that his master’s iiicliuilions lay that way, he eut off his 
head on llie terrace of his neighbor’s houec, and left his bodj’, uhich was* 
a disgrace to the expanse of creMtion, in that spot, and taking his deed of 
manumihsiun and the hag of dinars, he set off tor Islahan, and took up his 
residence m that abode ot peace The next daj’thij found thi' uiafei olent 
merchant lying skin on the terrace of the good man Thcieupnn, they 
seized the latter and detained him in piison However, as the uiurdcr of 
the flcoursed invioua man was not proved accoidiiig to law against him, 
and the majontj' ot the notables and other inhabitants of haghdad gave 
their testimony to his \nluoub and likimolcas ronduct, no one opposed his 
acquittal Still tliev did not remove his letteis, and he leniaiiied tor some 
time imprisoned ill the same manner After an interval, a merchant of 
(hstmction saw the slave m Isfahan, who asked about ttie family of his 
master, and also about the neighbor’s In the midst of the conversation, 
they came to speak of that good man and his inipriaomnciit 'I’he slave 
said, ‘ A strange and cruel injustice has been inflicted on that innocent 
jiprsnn The fact is, the thing was done by me at the commaiirl and order 
of my master, and that holy man is quite ignorant of the W'holc transaction ' 
He then detailed all the circumstances, and the rich merchant took a number 
of persons to witness what ho had said, and, on their return to Baghdad, 
they recounted the story of what had taken place, and the particulars of 
what had occurred Thus that true believer obtained his release, and the 
envious man became a mark for the arrow of execration , while his pious 
neighbor uttered, with the tongue of his circumstances, this exulting 
stanza, which is the produce of the mind of an eminent personage, 
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STANZA 

‘ Somp nidc ones, moved with envy, on my nsme 

IJid sUnderouB breathe, and their toul falsehoods, like 
A forge, made hot In error's the same 

Did, with fraud's bow and envy's arrow, stnko 
The hair of selfisb aims Yet to mo came 
From all their labors good in place of ill, 

While their bad deeds were worse rewarded still ’ 

A id I have adduced this etary in order that the king may condescend to 
jierceive what actions are done by envious men, and when their feelings 
towards one another are such, liow can birds high in the air, and fishes down 
in tlie sea, and beasts in the expanse of the wild jilain, be sale from the 
assaults of the malevolent ^ And those of thy' attendants are not far to seek, 
who arc now inferior to Farisah in dignity, and tii'foie hold a more honorable 
position than he does, who h.ive probably contiivcd a scheme against him, 
and stir up this ticason to degrade him Pause in thy haste and in these 
precipitate measures, and adopt a mereiful and dignified procedure, and 
deliberate well in this affair, planning its lemcdy in a manner becoming thy 
greatness Since to-day thou hast pulled m the rems of punishment, and 
to-morrow the real state of the ease will he known and its details understood, 
one of two things must follow Tf he was not worthy of death thou hast 
exercised a merciful mtoiventiou in his behalf, and not impressed on the 
volume of thy acts innocent blood While if, in fact, he deservos to be 
slain, the option is lull and there is no excuse for delaying lus puniahment 

Ttuiu nuiyst the Im man put to (lialli, but, slaiu, 

Tbou caiist not bim resuscitate again ' 

The Lion listened to the words ol his mother, and having weighed them 
in the scales ot reason, pereeiveil that they contained advice free from selfish 
ends, and admomtiun adorned with the ornament of benevolence He 
delayed the punishment and commanded them to bring PanBah into the 
presence, and having summoned him to a private audience, said, ' I have 
tried thee bctorc and seen aud approved thy qualities and dispositions, and 
tliy words find more acceptance with me than the speeches of thy enemies 
and of those who envy thee Itetiini again to the discharge of thy duties, 
and as to what thou hast said or heard in what has taken place, gneve not 
over it nor think of it ’ Faiisah said, ‘ Although the king has spread the 
shade of his favor on the head ot my condition ,and manifested towards me all 
the bounty that kings can evince, nevertheless, I cannot emerge from the 
chagrin of this calumny, save when the king thinks of a remedy and devises 
an expedient, tliiit the real truth of the affair and the exact state of the case 
may bo known Notwithstanding th.it I am assuied of ray own perfect 
honesty, and have the most perfect security iii the verdict of acqmttal, which 
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my own hoait supplies, yet the more cautious the ^mutiny your majesty may 
bo pleased to use, the more apparent will be my aincenly and upnghtness 
And I know that my advantage and welfare is bound up in this matter 

cnrrLET 

Onnc not, my licart ' for (sibos of iiuioiis im a , 

Thoro mnj bo pood Ikto if tliou loot'st npriin ’ 

ICamjui said, ‘In what manner can impnry he made* and by what 
expedient tan the investigation ho uiiied on’' run'sah rephed, ‘The 
parties who made the false accusation must he brought hither, and your 
majesty must, in the way of searching incjuii-y, deminid of them what they 
meant by accusing me in jtailitiilai of this fieason, when 1 have not eaten 
flesh foi j'e.irs, and passing oiei those who eat flesh and lannot do without 
it And assuredly when the king is uigiiit iii iinjuiring into this point, they 
will give the fine account of it And if they are coiifentious, by terrifying 
them with threats ot punishment, iiilelhgeiice ra.ij he oblamed of the par- 
ticuliiis, 01 if that, too, t.uls, by holding out hopes of nieiiy and piomising 
favois, the veil ol doubt may hi lemoved liom the laie ul certainty, so that 
my innocence and unstained lioiioi will lie iltai to all the eouit 

ml I'l I r 

Eai li r.i'trc'1 that 111 s \iikil In m atli tin mulil, 

\nicii ihj apiKcirs, will all bi brought to light ’ 

Kanijni said, ‘1 will inquire tlie state ot the case of them by threatening 
them with punishincnt, not by promising them paiilon and indulgence, foi 
clemency must not be expended m the ease ol one who acknowledges malice 
and envy towards my confidant and tiusted mimstci ’ Farisah Raid, ‘ In 
all cases where pardon is bestowed by those investi'd with absolute authonly 
and power, it is lightly bestowed, as it la said, ‘ Fot gu cneis is to le found with 
power' The right incthod ot action is, to jiass over the offence of an 
adversary even when we liave completi powci ovei him For the obtaining 
power over in advcrsaiy is an esliniahle blessing, and our gratitude for such 
a hlesBing can only he shewn by jiaidon and forgiveness ol his tault 

1 01 rij r 

Ilufi vii toi) o’i r a lou thj stnipifich bltsSGd ^ 

Then by for^venc-hi b( thy th.iiiks exprossetl ’ 

When Kimji'u' had heard the words of Farisah, and beheld the marks of 
truth and right counsel impressed on the pages of those words , he sent 
separately for each of thoRe p,irtics who had atirred up this dust of mischief, 
and used the most strenuous exertions, even to the limit of excess, to dis- 
covci what was concealed, and to develope the intricate points Moreover 
he urged them much, with the promise that, if they would state the truth, 
the pages of then offences should be washed with the water of forgii cness , 
and, in addition, they should also be icwnrdrd with honors and gifts 
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troDi the king At laat some of them acknowledged the facts, and the 
rest, too, being compelled to confess, disclosed truthfully the real state of the 
case Thus the sun of the intognty of Farisah came forth from under the 
cloud of doubt, and the dust of uncertainty was removed from before the 
eye of conviction 

HEMISTICH 

Wi 'vc tiicd it, ami the state of each is kiiovn 

Tile mother ot the Lion said, ‘ 0 my son ’ thou hast granted immunity 
tu this liiction, and to recall it is impossible , but let this he an example to 
thee, n hence thou oughtest to take warning, and hereafter not open tho ear 
of iittciition to tlir slandeis ot any calumniator Nor till clear proof and 
IdinoiistiaLiou of positive cei faulty is obtained, ■which may release thee from 
duubl, must thou listen to the idle t,ilcs of inteiestod peisons, nor assent 
to wlmt they may say ol the taiilts of iinothoi, howe'vcr pithy’ and laconic 
their noids may ,ip]ieai I'or a thing of little magnitude, by degrees, 
reaches smli a point that th(' remedy ot it does not come -within tho sphere 
of possibility And the soiiue of gicat iiveis, like tlic Nile, and the 
Euphiates, and the Jaihun, and the Tigiis, is hut a \cry small spriug, which 
by the accc'Sioii ol otliei w .ifei^ reaches that magnitude that it is impasBable 
save in ships \\ hi'U'forc i( is necessary to Iceep back words, whether 
tnlling or the levei-’O, that aie uttricd in dehim.ation of any one, and to close 
the path to Ihc leniaiks of others that the conihision of the affair may not 
tcniiiiute in mischief 

corpLEr 

A spade niii), .it its biad, the neiv-boin stream rtatraiii, 
tVliuli, full, ,m ilcpliaiit would trj' to ford in vuin ' ‘ 

Kainpif leplied, ‘I.iec'ipt this advieo, and I perceive that without clear 
proof it IS not good to huspect any one ’ His mother answered, ‘ U king ' 
tlie jier.sim who, without evident cau.se, is angry with his friends, is one of 
those eight clas.scH ol people of whose society sages have commanded us to 
beware’ KAinjui rejjlicd, ' Hecount to me the detail of this ela.ssifiration ’ 
Ihe lioness continued, 'The wise have traced on the leaves of the pages of 
udmonitiou that it is propci to shun the society of eight chlssos, and equally 
inciimbi'iit on us to conveisc and ass iciate with eight otlier classes However, 
the eight peisons fiom whose mtcicourse we ought to pluck the skirt of 
agieement are as follows — The fiist, is ho who docs not recognize the debt 
ho owes to benefactors for benefits received, and stigmatizes himself by 
ingratitude and unthankfulncss The second, is he who is angry without 
cause, and whose anger oveipowers his gentler feelings The third, is he who 

* Mvjizva mulh/ami I doubt the meaning of these words hcie ‘Trifling and 
unimportant ’ woulU suit the contest better 

^ These linos are quoted from the 'Guliathn ’ of S'adi See my Translation, p 39, 1 11, 
whepe they aio rendered somewhat difleronlly 
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through long life bocomes proud, and thinks himself fieed from the necessity 
of discharging his duty to hia Creator and his fellow-creatures The fourth, 
18 he who bases 1 is proceedings on perfidy and deceit, and in whose sight 
these quahties appear venial The fifth, is he who opens up to himself the 
path of falsehood and perfidy, and who withdraws from truth and upnght- 
ness Tho sixth, is he who gives a swing to his appetite m matters of 
Lu ntiousness, and accounts sensual gratification as the principal object ' of his 
wishes, and the K'ahah of his hopes The seventh, is he who is characteiised 
hy a detieicney of modest} , and conducts himself with impudence and disrespect 
The eighth, is he who is causcleasly suspicious of persons, and who, without 
deal proof and demonstration, disbusts the wise But the eight persons with 
■whom wo ought to unite, and whose soeiely we ought to regard as a blessing, 
aie the following — First, he who regaids it as a duty to bo th,inklul 
foi kindness, and cilio is eaieful to discharge the duties which he hiids 
devolve upon him T he sc'cond, is he the knot of whosi' friendship and the 
promise of whose attachment is not broken hy the accidents of fortune and 
the viciSBitiidos of unt ertiun time The third, is he who feels it incumbent 
on him to show respect to men of education and honor, and is disposed to 
rc\i ard and requite them by woid and deed The tourth, is he who keeps 
himself from perfidy, and lying, and piide, and haughtiness The fifth, is he 
who IB able to control lumbclf in the moment of angor The sixth, is he who 
raises the standard of generosity, and who exerts himself to the utmost m 
obtaining the wishes of the hopeful The scvenlh, is he who chugs to tho 
tram of modesty and honor, and never oversteps the hno of good manners 
The eighth, is he who is by nature the fiicnd ot good and virtuous men, and 
shuns the debauched and irrchgious And whoever associates and unites 
with this class that has bee ii leie'iilieined, and who shuns and avoids the 
paiLies that have becu named beloie, by the blessing ol the said associates 
the defect of objectionable qualities ehinimshes in him, and his tciiqierament 
approximates to the tiue equilibrium for when viue'gor, with all the shaip- 
ness and sourness that is natural to it, is iiiixi*d with honey, il eseLipos fiom 
its original acidity, and becomes the means ot dispelling so many adinents - 

STAN/A 

Go ' and, like iincgar, thy aciel bleiiil 
With honey, anel, discnso expelling, so 
Make glad the soul Seek n life-valued friend, 

And ho not dead of heart, for thou shalt grow 
llcanimatc through him that is thy life Attend, 

Like their own shadow, on the gooel , which done. 

Fame, round the earth shall boar thee like the sun ' 

‘ Lit , 'point to which the face is turned in prayer ' 

= The drink sthnijabin 'oxymcl,' is here alluded to, which aecording to Oriental writers 
IS good to cure biliousness, etc 
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Whon the Lion saw the results of the care' and the exccUence of the 
intervention of his mother m obviating this embairassment, and remedying 
what had happened, after performing what gratitude and thankfulness 
preflcnbed, he said, ‘ 0 queen of the age ' by the blessed influences of thy 
admonitions and the favors of thy advice, 

COUPLET 

Light in the way that had groyrn darl, has shorn , 

And things once diffleult, have easy grown, 

and an able minister and faithful officer has emerged from the whirlpool 
ot calumny, and I have acquired information as to the character of each of 
my attendants, and 1 shall know hereafter what kmd of treatment to adopt 
towards each of them, and how to commence in rejecting or accepting their 
words ’ Hib confidence in Parisah then increased, and having offered many 
apologies, and shewn him much courtesy, he colled him before him and said, 

' 'I'hou must regard this aspersion as the cause ot an increase ot my confidence, 
and the source of an augmentation of my lebance in thee, and thou const 
contmuo the superintendence of the affairs, which was committed to thee, 
acooidmg to the torraor fashion ’ Parisah replied, ‘This does not come right 
BO, nor 13 the knot of my affairs loosened by these cai esses The king 
slighted his former promises, imd gove to the accusations of my enemies a 
firm place in his inmd ■ 

UUATRAIK 

Thou ' who hast from thy heart evpuuged all truth, 

Anil mled wholly witli niy enemies. 

If this the love thou show'st to all — in sooth 
There breathes not one worth loi mg in thy eyes ’ 

Kamjui replied, ' Thou must not take to heart any of these things, for 
neither didst thou fall short in thy service, nor 1 fail in my regard Bo 
of good cheer ' and hetakc thyself to thy duties with the luUost reliance on 
my protection ’ Parisah replied, 

UeMUTICH 

‘ Fresh head and turban are not mino each day 
This timu I have escaped, but tho world is nut void of envious and slanderous 
jiersons, and as long as the favor of the king towards mo continues, the 
envy of the mabgnant will be unchanged Moreover, from the king having 
listened to my oalummators to the extent that ho has, my enemies have 
learned, that he is easily won over They will therefore every moment 
get ready some new embroilment, and will incessantly thrust in their 
insinuations , and every king that has lent his ear to tho words of the 

^ One MS reads maul' i-i 

^ Afl I ran make nothing 0 / the reading of the editions hero, I read with the best MS I 
have, ifa mahdl-i du8hmanan~ra dar zamlr tamakkun dad^ which is Bimple and mtolli^ble 



506 


ANVAR-I ST/’HAILI , OB, THE LISHTS OF CANOl'OS 


miscliievous troducer, and given heed to the falsehoods and wiles of the 
backbiter and detainer, liia service la a risking of Lfe , and to sport with one's 
life IS not the habit of the wise 

UEMIbllCH 

Mj life Mill not be ro-bostoMpd i adi djj 

And if the king's judgment aecs fit, I will, by a single word, make my 
lxcubc for deehniiig service cleai ' The king said, ‘Say on’ Tarlsah 
loiitmued, 'In that the king showed coiiipiission upon me in this oceurrenoe, 
and placed fresh confidence mine, and even augmented his foniier trust in me, 
he has acted with giaciouauess and mdulgeiiie, and that may be legaidcd as a 
sui-p.iBHing blessing, and a tavor exceeding desiupluin Tint m that he issued 
his command foi my jiuiiisliiiienl,' with sueli rash haste and ivilhouL inquiry 
being made, he displayed sudi preeipitancy, that I have lust my confidence 
111 his rojal gcneiosity, and have censed to hope m Ins imperial kmdneas 
and infinite compassion h'oi be causelessly camelled bis tormci favors, and 
umeasonably obliterated my previous services, ami on a false accusation — and 
that too of such a paltiy natuie that hud it lu'cn proved would not have 
deserved such importance to be attached to it — uuthoiised a eniel punishment 
Now a king ouglit to be such that cieu a gioss act of treason would not 
sully the ejuulity of his mercy, bke the King ot Y aman,“ v, ho, notwithstanding 
an offence of the gravest nature, did not disgiace hjs Chainbeilaiu, and 
covered his bad action with the veil of ilemeucy ' Xamjui inquired, ‘How 
was that'’ 


SIOHY V 

Pan'sah said, ‘ They have lelated that in the capital of Yaman there was 
a king, fiom whose clear countenance beamed the light of the morning ot 
justice, and on the taco of whose acts and the turehcad of whose desires the 
rays of the light of equity were manifest 

vFiisr 

A kiiif', that huavcii iii hib court'h Wiiy showered, 

From hrig-lit Orion diid tin I’limdch, 

Larg-t’ss( Like Libia, or like Kii, empowered 
He banqueted Ohpjed were his dtirecs, 

Likt thoHo of Fundun Most blo'.t his tread 
[SuicLBs and lortune followed whtro hu led] 

One day he won displeased with his Chamberlain and foibadc him his 
palace ^ The hapless Chamberlain had not fortitude to meet the eye of the 
king, and yet thought it not advisable to depart from that city Compelled 

' Tbo punted edition omits la after man, ami thus the se'nse of the pasBage is lost 

" Yflinan — Arabia Filix 

’ Obsir\r the phruRc, k^annh bar vaizindan saUit 
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by necesBity he Temained seated m the comer of his house, and was at one 
time weeping over the embarrassment of his affairs, at another laughing at 
the marvelous vicissitudes of fortune 

coeri-ET 

III wtejjing foi my jiiti nus state tlie livelnng night I tlius begude, 

I now like v listing tapir weip, iinim, I tearful sadly smile 

At lust horn the definency oi means, and his numerous family, and the 
emb.iri assment ouuaed by their utter destitution, be came to the conclusion 
that lie ought to convey himself into the king's presence, either that his 
neck might meet the sword of puuitliinent, or his head he adorned with the 
diadem of at ecptance Une day, when the king had a great entertammont 
mid there was a goiu'iiil levi'c, the Chambeilaiii sent to all his friends, and 
having hollowed a hoise and a robe, sate thereon, and entered the king’s 
palace The waidcrs and chanibnlains supposed that the king had renewed 
his favoi towaids him, and that they had given the steed and the robe to 
him byioinmaud of the Sultan, wherefore no one opposed his entrance 
So the ChamherLiin boldly eiiteied the court and stood in his proper place 
Now the king had taki'ii his scat at a lianijuct of wmc, and was indulging m 
mirth with his guests Vhen he s.iu the Chamberlain, the fire of wrath 
began to lilaae forth, and the executumf i, Aiigei, demanded the chastise- 
mc’nt ut the offender Again, on reflei tioii, he was unwilling to disturb the 
convivial meeting, and to evcliange tlie enjoyment of the sweet wine for 
the ennui of vexation and annoyance His natuial clemency sought to get 
the picference by pardoning the dime, and his innate generosity viewed the 
offenco as not committed 

llEMlSTini 

Drink Mini, bi kiinl, and trust the rest to nil 
When the Chamberlain looked on the face of the king, and found the 
frcshiieBR of his mirth and his hilarity unchanged, he applied himself busily 
to his duties, iiiiil liaiii g tightly hound the skirt of service on the waist of 
attendance, he kiit a fund in eveivthipg that was being done, and engaged in 
every duty, until, bavnig ublained a good opportunity, he concenled under 
his tunic a golden disli, wliieli weighed a thousand imskals The king per- 
ceived that action of his, and uiideistood that narrowness of means and his 
distressed condition well' the cause of this boldness He therefore deputed 
clemency to conceal that offence At the end of the party, those who had 
charge of the dishes were making scaieh and accusing the people, and their 
mm was to extract a confession from them by intimidation and threats 
The king asked one of the graudees, ‘ What has happened to those people 
that they arc in such excessive perturbation^’ The nobleman represented 
the matter as it was The king said, ‘ Let these people go, for they have 
not got the dish He who has it, will not give it back , and he who saw it 
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Will not tbU ’ 'ihb Ohambi'ildin wont out imil aupporlod himaolf for a year 
on the pnoc of that dish The next year, at the very same time, there woa 
a special hantjuet and a general levee Again the Chamberlain introduced 
himailf in the crowd The king called him up and whispered to him, ‘ la 
the dish all spent ^ ’ The Chamhorlain turned the face of supplication 
towards the ground, and taid, 

COOPLBT 

‘ 0 happy pnnee ' he evil (yes from thy moon’s fortimo for iiwiiy ' 

And thy lile's moiision to dll time replenished and ahunilimt stay 

What 1 did waa for a aet luitpoae, and I thought that the king would 
see me, or some other would detect it, and convty me to pimihlimcnt , for, 
from the suftenngs ol hunger, 1 n aa ai(,k ol uiy life While, if nliiit 1 did, 
remained under the veil ot concealment, at least I should secure food for 
aoiue days These were my feelmgs, and 1 am cerfam that Ihe tiuth ot my 
atatement will not remain hidden m the minor ol the most luminous mind 

COUPLET 

That heart-irraJiatiiig lamp lull wlU my pain and anguidi knims, 

And in this plaint its pun idea a witness to my bufluings shoiss ' ' 

The king replied, ‘ Thou speakeet truth, and there la room for eom- 
miseriilion lu thy case ' Ke then bestowed on liim murks ot his favor, and 
committed to him tlie same post which he tormoily held 

Now the object ot citing this story la to shew that tlu heart ot the king 
ought to ho like the billowy sea, so as not to be discolored by the dii t and 
rubbish of calumny, and the centre of hia clemency should belike the atately 
mountain, firm m a position of stability, so that the funoua wind of anger 
cannot move it 

VEnSE 

Not with good minds (loos wratli Bssimulato , 

Nor lu hot plaioa n ill tlic utrul 
Ciunibliiifr tu dubt, >i1l* thing’s thi» formur bUte 
Ahtiudoii , vilulv till' inouQtains undorgu 
No rhangi , but .is Ihi) wore, pontinui* so ' 

The Lion responded, ‘Thy avoids ore trii(‘, hut bitter and loiigh Now 
on antidote ought to be aweut, that the patient may tiud it easy to swallow, 
and it 19 possible that the mmd of a sick poison may loathe a nauseous 
medicine, even though he knows that his recoveiy dejiends upon it, and honcc’ 
he remains excluded trom the blessmg of health 

cocpiBr 

Who, by swoot speech, could win our hearts to ninth, 

Why should his mouth to tart response give birth > ' 


' This English may iippcnr divoid of meaning, but it is a literal tiauslation The 
oiigiual idea is so strained as to be almost UDiiitelligible 
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Farisah replied, ‘ The king’s heart is rougher m confirming falsehood, 
than my words in uttenng truth And since he hears with facility deceit 
and slander, it would he better if the listening to what is true and whole- 
some, were not so displeasing to him Nor, I pray, let him impute this 
speech to boldness nnd disrespect, for it comprehends two things of the 
utmost utility The first is, that those who have been unjustly treated, 
find a relief in appealing and in venting their gnef, and then minds arc 
cleansed from the dust of gnef m lamenting and exclaiming against 
oppresssion Moreover, it is Letter that I should disclose all that is in 
my heart, that present or absent I may be the same to the king, and 
that nothing mny remain that in future may rankle into hoatdity The 
second thing is, that I wished that the sagacious judgment and world- 
adoining juslioc of the king should pronounce on this case But the 
decision could he pronounced only after hcanng the statement of the 
injured person, consequently, it appeared imperative, that the latter should 
state the case of his wrongs to the physician of the court of justice 

iitMisriru 

How can one liidc his uilmrnt from the leech f’ 

Xiinjui replied, ‘The ease is so, but in liberatmg thee from this whul- 
pool, wc coutcrird on thee an infinite benefit, and liberation from the 
vortex of dcstniction, after the order for punishment had been issued, is 
a moiG mamfest favor and a more thorough instance of bounty ’ Fan'sab 
rejoined, 'Ah long as life lasts I shall be unable to lotniii thanks foi the 
kindness of the king, nor in ages could 1 acquit myself of my debt to the 
royal beneficence , and this p<irdon and cuudonatiuii after the order for 
retribution and ehastiscmcnt, huipasscs all othei favois, fur other benefits 
have iclation only to the auBtenanee of the body, while this is the cause of 
tranquillity as regards life itself 

COUrLBT 

With favor on my life and heart thou didst thj look of kindness east , 

My life 18 pledged to gratitude, and mj heart, hlushing, owns the past 

And befoie this, too, I was always the king's sincere, obedient, loyal, and 
attached servant, and I considered my life and soul due as a saenhee to 
obtain bis approval and to execute his eommands , and what I now say, 
IS not to attach blame to the king’s judgment in this afiair, or to reproaeh 
his prudence and wisdom, but it is an eudunng custom and an inveterate 
habit, for the ignorant to envy those who possess merit and ability, and 
it appears impossible to close the path of envy from reaching tlie eminent 
Mid wise 

UBMISTICH 

The rose of worth and merit blooms not free from curv's rankling thorn 

And on eminent personage has said on this subject, 
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STANZA 

‘ Some worthless fellow may speak ill of me, 

'Tis that my ment does bis soul distress , 

Little rare I that men should enYioua be. 

Who u not envied can no worth possnsa ' 

And from the safre’s blessing, ‘ Seiurn enned,’ the same subtle sense is 
intelligible ’ Kamjul said, ‘ What need one care for the envy of foes and 
the machmations of the envious ^ for false words cany no weight * with 
them, and the schemes of the worthless, with respect to the excclloneies of 
people of merit, are like an obscure star in the Lesser Bear in the sun’s 
splendor, which causes it to remain hid Falsehood is always defeated and 
truth tnumphant, according to the sapng, ‘ And the word of Ood is 
triumphant ’ the glory at the wise man is not broken by the breach of the 
envious person, nor is the innocent man slaancd liy the ealuramea of the 
defamcr 

STANZA 

What il a wiafclili s5 foe hhould llui dptaiur > 

('(ippor (.111 nmci take the pl.ui of pold 
In ‘•jjitu of taunts obsiuri, thi sun wdl flanii 
AVith ( qual brightness AVlu n will pi bbh s luild 
The niroket-piK e that gems can justly dsim ’ 

And he thou henceforward secure, that the mischievous attempts of the 
rnviiiUH Ccinnot injure thee, tor I hate le.inied (he truth of then iiiteiested 
remarks, and will not meet them with assent ’ Fan'sah lejilied, ‘ In spite ot 
all this, 1 fear Ic'st, God forbid' my enemies should find an opjioitunity 
of iiiteifeiing between u.5, not by envy, hut by way ol advice ’ The Lion 
asked, ‘ In wh, at maimer can they inteifeie I'.iris.ih .inswered, ‘ They will 
say, ‘ In the heart ol such a one alarm has sprung up, inasmuch as thou 
didst give an order feu hi.s punishment, and his brain has become mtoxicated 
with piidc, because Hum liast .TUgmented thy lator towaids him, and at this 
very time he teels himself wronged byyour majesty , and one whose susjjicions 
aic excited i.s not ht to be trusted, nor oiiglit he to be promoted m thy service 

HEMISTICH 

I1l‘ not euprac with him whom thou hast galled ' 

And when they essay to move the king’s mind with this aitificc, it is not 
improbable that suspicion will ho excited on the king’s part too, and in 
point of fact, there is ground foi kmg,s not feeling secure of a servant, 
who has been wronged or disgraced from his post, or removed from his 
office, or whose enemy, who was formerly inferior to him m rank, has 


Lit ' are not lighted up/ ‘ haTc no lustre ' 
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been preferred before him ’ Kamjui replied, ‘ How can this B^aii be 
remedied ^ and by wjiat plan can the ^atca of this approach bo closed 
Farfsah made answer, ‘Their words on this scoie would be very unfounded, 
and would have nothing but a mere erroneous somblancc For after such 
occurrences the confidence of both parties becomes more clear , and hence, 
even if in the mind of the master diasiitislaction has arisen, owing to his 
discovering some neglect in the service of his ininistei, j^et, after giving vent 
to Ills anger, and inflicting the punishment deserved, that resentment will, 
without doubt, diminish, and no apprehciision, little nr much, will bo h-ft 
Moreover, the kmg will for the future understand the little depond.mcc to bo 
placed in the false reports of messengers, and wiU give no more heed to the 
idle whispeis of the intorcatcd, while the excessiie attachment and sagacity, 
and perfect skill and honesty of the other party hecome better establisbed 
Moieovcr, even if m the heart of the servant, too, alarm and diead have 
existed, yet, after having received his chastisement, he feels secure, and 
ceases to anticipate evil 

com LET 

I 1 TII-. in irrii f, and fiom lliat griof got free , 

111 troulle, jet I found sciurit) ' 

The Lion asked, ‘In how many ways does distiiist originate among 
servants ’ ’ Faiisnh ic[ilied, ' lii Ihiee ways in the first place, il the subject 
possess a high digtiitv, wlmli tliumgh the supineiiess uf liis iiiastei is 
iinpaiicd Secondly, if enemies sally out against him, and bv reason of the 
king's withdrawal of tavoi, make an over))ovvenng attack against him 
Thiidh, li piopert} and wnillb, that ho may have atijuiied, pass from his 
hands through the king's want of kindness’ Tvanin'ii' asked, ‘How can 
these things he remedied'’ Farisah leplied, ‘ lly one thing, which is, that 
the favor of lus mastei be legaiueil, and Iresh coiitidencc be reposed in him 
by the king , so tliat both the link which he li.id lost be lestored to him, and 
his rival, too, who had got the better ol him, be rebuked , and the property of 
hiH, which had been dissip,ited, he rc-c(|llec led Foi au equivalent can be 
found for everything save lih, speually in the ^erviie of kings and great 
men And since the king has been pleased to remedy the condition of this 
his slave, and since I have entiiely reg.uned the roy'al favor and approval, 
what grievance can yet remain ’ oi how can my enemies find an opportunity 
to speak ’ T’ct notwithstanding all this, I hope that the Kmg will hold me 
excused and not draw me ogam into tho net of calamity, and permit me to 
wander in tins wilderness secure and content, and with sincerity of heart 
offer up daily portions of benediction and praise 

COUPLET 

By day thy praise I'll study to proclaim 
AU mght repeat due portions of tho same ’ 
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Kamjul answered, ' Keep a stout heart ' for thou ort not of those servants 
that calumniators should make their voices heard respecting thee, and convey 
to the place of acceptance words tending to asperse thy character Moreover 
1 have thoroughly proved thee,* and learned that m adversity thou art 
indued with patience, and in prosperity art conspienous for thy gratitude , 
and that thou rcjectcst all that is contrary to honor and uprightness, and 
regardest it as a plain obligation to observe generosity, and at the same 
time honesty in all thy orders Wherefore rely on my protection and 
lavor, for my confidence in respect to thy abihty and truth and sagacity 
and probity has been doubled, and m no possible way con the words of 
thy opponents hereafter find a liearmg, and whatever wiles they may 
contnve will be construed into a palpable attack 

OOUPLFT 

Ilciiu'forward wc u(i lietrniiig ear v'dl lend. 

To envy's words niiiligimnt 'gainst a friend ' 

h'lirisah replied, ‘With the existence oi all this condescending kindness, 
what fear should T hai’c of the nialico of enemies ^ and possessing tho 
happiness of the imperial favor, what need I fear from the dissatisfaction 
of my rivals ’ 

COUPLET 

What ( lire I lor the arrows now of envy’s how that aims awry , 

Koi now tlmt luy irch-cycbrowcd one I’ve gamed, I may its shafts defy ’ 

Then with the utmost assiduity he entered upon his duties , and each 
day the degree of his authonty was augmented, and the rank of hia 
elevation and promotion doubled, until through the abundance of his 
nght-mindedness and rectitude the royal confidence was entirely reposed 
in him, and ho became the depositary of the state- secrets, both fina.n e.in1 and 
political 

COUPLET 

Ills tree to such on elevation grew. 

That higher than high heaven, its shade it threw 

This IB the story of kings, with regard to what happens between them 
and their followers , and how, after the manifestation of their dislike and 
displeasure, they return to graeious and indulgent feelings And let it not 
be hidden from the wise, what an amount of profitable instruction they 
have wrapped up in the t omposition of these stones and narratives 
Whoever is favored by the assistance of heaven, and aided by the divine 
auspices, will expend all his energies in trying to understand the directions 


' The reader will have cxvlaimed again and again ‘ Ohe jam satis i ' was there ever 
anrthing so wearisome and inane, so lull of repetition, as these speeches of the stolid 
Kai^jui and the luckless Forisah ’ 
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of ih.e Bag^j and laTiah all his zeal m imTeilmg the dark Baym^ of the 
Tnse f and will have recourse to the physioianB of the hospital of 
spirituality; the exhilarating care-dispellers of truth , m order that by the 
blessing of the curatiyes of these spmtuid doctors he may escape &'om the 
error -blending ailments of ignorance and fatuity 

YERBfi 

Of thy soul's guide the cure of teaching ask, 

For man's worst ailment is his ignorsiicD 
If darkness should the sullied mirror musky 
Vainly in it the fairost face may glance 
Recluse, monk, S6.f[, children are astray , 

The man is he who walks in God's own way 
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CHAPTEB X 

ON THE SUBJECT OF HEftUITING ACTIONS BY WAT OF HETRIBUTION 

INTHODirCTION 

Ddbiahlim reverentially blessed the sage Bldpat, and said, ‘ I have heard 
the story of Earlsah and Kamjuf, and it is a tale for the intelligent as to what 
happens between kings and their servants m the matter of disagreement and 
treason, and forgiveness and punishment, and a return to the renewal of favor 
and an augmentation of confidence in trustworthy and able men, with a mew 
to the ordenng of the state and the furtherance of salutary measures It also 
refers to the not transgressing in the direction of falsehood and the being 
open to conviction through true and wholesome words , and the advantages 
of these directions arc such as to he beyond the limits of computation Now 
be pleased to relate the story of one, who for the preservation of his own 
condition and the defence of his own person, does not desist from injuring 
others and inflicting harm on animals, and docs not give heed to the 
admonitions of the sagacious, until, m consequence, he is overtaken with a 
retribution similar to his own acts’ The sage responded, ‘None but a 
fatuous person proceeds in acting injuriously to dumb animals, except one who 
IS Ignorant, and cannot discern between the light of good and the darkness of 
eml, and the advantage of gain and disadvantage of loss and who, swayed by 
hiB fatuity, wanders m the ■wilderness of error, carclesB of the consequences of 
hia actions , and the visual faculty of whose eyes falls short of the termination 
of hiB deeds, wherefore ho is not indued with sight to behold the nature of 
retribution He, however, the eye of whose thought’ is illuminated by 
the jeweled collynum, of the eternal guidance, and the flower-garden of 
whose heart is perfumed -with the odors of the herbs of the everlasting 
favor, 'Will never suffer himself to act towards a fellow-creature, in a way 
he should not himself approve if done to him 

HEMISTICH 

Allow not that to others, which thyself wonldst disallow 
And thou must know that every action has its appointed recompense, which 
will assuredly reach the doers , and they must not he elated by any delay 
that may intervene, for m accordance -with the Baying, ‘ Assuredly Ood grants 


’ Nor, fit , ‘head,’ which, indeed, may he the meaning here 
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delay, hut does not overlook,' there may be a respite but not an entire 
overlooking , there is tune allotted for two or three days’ delay, but the idea 
of escaping punishment and retribution is a vain one Every seed which 
they sow m the field of action, wiU, before much hme elapses, yield fruit 
Wherefore every one that dearres good must sow nothing but the seed 
of good 

aUATBAIN 

Boat wish no evil aliould to thoe occur ^ 

Then, flll thou canst, try evil not to do 
Since, whether thou dost lightly act or err, 

Thy acta recoil, — look that tliou dost not rue, 

Through acting ill, loss to thine ownaelf too 

And if anyone wishes by deceit and misrepresentation to veil his own 
misconduct, and to trick out his hypocrisy and arhflcc in the apparel of 
righteous actioua, to such an extent that men may praise him, and that the 
mention of his virtues, pervading all districts and regions, should extend far 
and near, by these means the result of his blameable actions will never bo 
averted from him, but the fruits of lus internal baseness and the impunty of 
his mind v'lU roach him Just so, if a husbandman should sow — for 
example — the seed of oolocyntn in tlie ground, and having covered it 
with earth, should give out that he had sown sugar-cane there, and all 
persons should believe that sugar-cane would grow up m that land, still 
indubitably his crop would not be changed by that artifice, and that same 
seed of colocjhtli vilnih he sowed, viould produce To view its fruit 

lUhTirHS 

Hast thou done ill’ hope not unscathed to go 
Alts aic the sivd (tod’s potiii inahts to glow 
At times a veil to tliv had di eds is lent, 

God grants tliti thus a season to repent 
That lie requites, we from Ills word may learn , 

' If y<-‘ y° tark, u'c also will return ’ ' 

Aud it may bo, that when anyone finds the reality of the retributive system , 
and when the mystery^ of the verse, ‘And whoever shall have wrought good of the 
weight of an ani, shall lehold the same And whoever shall have wrought evil 
of the weight of an ant, shall behold the samef has penetrated his heart, that he 

’ Lit , ‘ If ye return to it, wo also will return toil ' Those words more ' m extenao ' occur 
at Kur'hn, xvii B , Sale, p 210, 1 14 ' Peradventure your Lord will have mercy on you 

hereafter hut if ye return to transgress a third time, we also will return to chastise you , 
and we have appointed Hell to he the prison of the unbeheverB ' Sale’s note is, ‘ And this 
came accordingly to pass, for the Jews being again so wicked as to reject Mohammad, 
and conspire against his life, God Uclivered them into his hands , and he eitenninated the 
tnbe of Koreidha, and slew the chiefs of that of A1 Ifsdlr, and obhged the rest of the 
Jewish tribes to pay tribute ’ 

I Kur’kn, icu 7 and B , Sale, p 450, 1 IB ‘On that day men shall go forward in distinct 
classes, that they may behold their works And whoever shall have wrought good of the 
weight of an ant, shall behold the same And whoejer shall havs wrought evil of the 
weight of an ant, shall behold the same ' 


2 L 2 
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■will turn from his evil acts, and expressing his repentance of hia cruel and 
injurious conduct, -w'!!! adopt as hia path, the -way of clemency and kindness 

HEMISTICH 

This, ton, maj happen by the help of God 

And among such discourses and similar narratives, is the story of the rank- 
breaking Lion and the Archer ' The king asked, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 


STOllY I 

The Brahman replied, ‘They have related that in the country of Aleppo, 
there was a jungle full of various trees and conlaming gardens and streams 

COIirLET 

lloho, willow, poplar, box and cyjncss made, 

Bough witUm bough a thnk o’er-hanging sh,idc 

And in that jungle there was a Lion,' a monster, ready foi ■war and conflict, 
of elephantuie bulk, such that Bahrim in the sky n as like a wild ass before 
it, and the celestial lion, from the awe of its tenibleness, fled beneath the 
earth like the energy infixed there by omnipotence ® 

VEIlbF 

WTion it its tushs in furious anger showed, 
itn nnurs self dissolied with fear and dread 
Like coils of ilri ^ its two ei e-balls glowed. 

Its mouth a caie with diggers kun was spreid 

It was alwajs busied iii shedding blood and incessantly besmeared its jaws 
with the gurc of animals A lynx, ■who ■was its attendant, on beholding 
things going on after this fashion, felt alarmed at the ooiisoquences of this 
cruelty and the fruits of this blood tJiustiness, and bethinking itself of the 
comnuuation, ' Jfhoeoir aids an O2ipiesi0), Gad will give that oppreuor power 
over him,’ desired to abandon that service 

COTjPEET 

Of tjrints' converse ever stand in fear i 
Burns must bo dreaded when the flame is near ’ 

Thus reflecting he turned his face toward the desert, on tliu edge of which he 
saw a mouse, which was most busily employed m gna^wing the root of a tree 


^ I know not the meaning of the maiah inserted here m the editions after bud It 
cannot be ' female,’ for at p 43S, 1 18 ol the Persian text this lion is addressed as ai mahk 
‘ 0 king '■ 

It IS utterly impossible to render this passage intelligibly Ga'o-i lamin would signify 
literall) , ' the cow of the earth,' hut it also hears the mcanmg which I have given to it m 
the translation [See Durhfm.i Kkt’i ] The equivoque must he entirely lost in English 
* The Icdniin is ‘ a chaflng-dish,'nir ‘ a fire-place ‘ the place where hve coals are kept 
for wiirmmg a room ' 
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aiii ui soveimg with ita serrulated teeth the matenal of its fibres Meantime 
the tree with the ton^e of its condition, was addressing it thus, ‘ 0 cruel 
tormentor • why art thou overthrowing with the axe of mjuiy, the 
foundation of my life ^ and why dost thou sever with the sword of injustice, 
the strings oi my existence, or in other words, my roots, with which I 
imbibe water ’ and thus exclude men from the happiness of my shade and 
the advantage of my fruit 

coni' LET 

Abstain from ill, for ill will ill requite, 

Dadneas la madness ' m good people’s siglit ’ 

The mouse paying no attention to his coinplainta, employed himself m the 
same cruel proceeding, when suddenly a snake with open mouth came 
out from a lurking -place, and iiialaiig ii spring at the mouse, all at once 
swallowed him ' The lyiiv (arriod aw.iylicih exponcnce from these circum- 
stanceflj and learned th.it the injurious person meets with nought but injury, 
und ho who plants a biamble gathers not the rose of hia wish 

coni IFT 

Tliou look si foi good, and rot dost oTil do' 

TUo guerdon of ill acts is evil, too 

And at the same tune that tlio snake, alter finishing the deglutition of the 
mouse, coiled itself under the tree, a hedgehog came up, and seized the toil 
of the snake with its mouth, and pulled it The snake, from excessive 
inquietude dashed agfiiust it, until all its body was transfixed with the pomts 
of its quills, and it yielded uji its lile to the ruler of hell The lynx clearly 
beheld on the page of certainty anothoi writing But when the snake was 
disabled, the hedgehog put out its head, and devoured such paits of tbo snake 
ns wore tit for its tnod, and again diawing back its head under the curtain of 
concealment, lay m the shape of a ball on the plain ot the desert The lynx 
was watching the state ot the hedgo-hog, w’hen aU of a sudden a hungiy fox 
cnnie theie, and belield the hedgehog, which was a tit-bit for it, in that posture 
The fox knew that owing to the sharpness of the thorns it could not inhale the 
perfume of the rose of its desiie, nor open the door of its wish with the key of 
aitifico and continauce He, theicloic, thiew the hodgoliog on its back and 
dropjied some drops of urmc on its belly And the hodgebog, under the idea 
that it was raining, drew its head fiom out of the cm tain of conoealmout Then 
the fox leapt up and seized his neck, and having bitten off its head, greedily 
devouiedthc rest of its body, so that the skin ulouo w as left The repast was 
not quite done when a bounding dog tame from a comer hke a ravenous wolf, 
and toie the fox to pieces, and having appeased its canine appetite with a part 
of it, went to bleep in a retired spot The lynx was obseivmg these marvels, 

' Lit , ‘ frrmc brutishneis ' I liavc, howeirr, translated ns T hoie, in order to preserve 
in English the jingle cm the words Sadi, ‘ badness,' and rfecW, ' brutishness ’ 
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each of which was a clear proof of the certainty of retribution, and Was in 
expectancy as to what was next to come from the secret chamber of fate mto 
the expaii'ie of the plain of destiny, when suddenly it beheld a leopard, which 
rushed out from the comer of the desert, and before the dog was aware, tore 
its heart from its breast with his life-laccrating teeth It happened that the 
leopaid had sprung out without observmg the ambush of a hunter, who was 
sitting close by with an arrow fitted to his bow When he saw the leopard 
busy with the dog he discharged a heait-piercing shaft at it, which entered 
its right Bide and came out at the left 

COUPLET 

neaTen praised the adroitness of that Land and aim, 

And earth opproval murmured of the same 

The leopard was as yet scarce fallen to the ground when the hunter 
nimbly stripped off its skin fiom its head Just then a horseman came up 
there, and took a laiicy to that leopard’s skin, which w as very beautifully 
spotted and colored The hunter, however, being loath to part with it, then- 
proceedings ended in a qu.irrel and deadly strife, and in the midst ot then- 
contest the hoiseman drew a flnely-tempeied sword, and rode at the hunter, 
and before the latter could shake himself free, the horseman made Ins head 
roll on the plain, and snatching up the leopard’s skm, set off on his road Ho 
had as yet not gone a bundled paces, when his horse fell on its head, and tho 
rider, being hurled to the giound, broke his neck 

HEMISTICH 

Fate did not liim two instants’ pause allow 

These expenences augmented the conviction of the lynx, and coming to 
the Lion, he demanded pormisBion to quit that jungle The Lion rephed, 

‘ Thou repoBcst under the shade of mj good fortune, and hast a share from the 
tray of my beneficence, and tbc table of my generusity What may be the 
cause of thy departure fiom this station, and of thy abandonment of my 
service ^ ’ The lynx answered, ' 0 King' an idea has exhibited itscKto me, 
and a thought has raised its head from the environs of my heart, ivhich if I 
conceal, I fear 1 shall melt , and it I tell, I am in terror lest 1 should lose ray 
life 

COUPLET , 

What my heart feels 'tis hard from thee to veil. 

From fear of God more hard to tell my tale 

But if your royal highness will pledge me your faith in a manner which 
it wiU be quite inadmissible to break, I -will truthfully state how the case 
stands ’ The Lion assured him of his safety, and pledged himself accord- 
ingly, and confirmed his promise by oaths Then the lynx said, ‘ I observe 
that the inclinations of the king are restricted to the injury of God’s creatures, 
and the reins of his power are turned to the annoyance of the innocent 
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Hearts are wounded by the claw of his tyranny, and breasts lacerated by die 
scar of the sufferings he inflicts 

COUPLET 

Go ' dread remoree and leave thy ciuel way, 

And fear the terrors of the jud^ent-day 

And I am much alarmed at this state of things, and am aghast at these 
circumstances ’ As the Lion had that yery moment given his promise, he 
put up with this hard language, and said, ‘ Since no wrong is done to thee, 
and my tyranny does not reach thee, of what use is it to withdraw ’ ’ The 
lynx replied, ' The first of two reasons is, that no generous-minded person 
can endure to sec oppression, nor can bear to hear the groans of the victims 

VEHSE 

Thy being docs all living things distress, 

And their afflictions truly please me not 

I am half sallow at my helplessness, 

And this my grief is caused by their sad lot 

The second reason la, my fear lest the baneful results of these actions 
should reach thee, and I too, owing to my association with thee, should be 
consumed in the fire of puniahment 

hemibticb 

The fire once kindled burns both moist and dry ’ 

The Lion said, ‘ How hast thou learned the disastrous result of evil 
actions ’ and by whom hast thou been taught the happy consequences of 
acting well ’ ’ The lynx replied, ' All whose nostrils have inhaled the 
fragrance of the flower-garden of understanding know that whoever sows 
the seed of injury will leap nought save the harvest of detriment, and he 
who plants the young tree of benefit will gather only the fruit of tranquillity 
They have compared the world, which is t]ie place of retribution, to a 
mountain, because whatever thou sayest, good or bad, thou hearest, by way 
of echo, the response of the same 

DISTICHS 

This world a lull is, and our acts a shout. 

And back the hill to us the echo spurns 

Though long the shadow that a wall throws out,' 

That shadow dwmdlmg to the wall returns 

And I have this day beheld with the eye of certainty the reohties of retri- 
bution, and have seen with my own sight the nature of recompense ’ He 
then began and recounted, in the manner he had observed it, the story of the 
mouse and the snake, and the hedgehog and fox, and the dog and leopard, 
and the hunter and the horseman He then added, by way of admomtion, 

‘ 0 king ’ the mouse that gnawed the root of the tree became the food of the 

' As the shadow, though long, comes back to its onginal souroe, the wall, so our crueltiea, 
though it may be after a long interval, recoil on ourselves 
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snake , and the snake that injured him was overtaken with the calamity of 
the hedgehog , and the hedgehog that killed the snake fell into the snare of 
the artifice of the fox , and the fox, which spilled the blood of an animal, 
was destroyed by the hungry dog , and the dog, on account of this mjustice, 
was crushed under the paw of the leopard, and the leopard, through the 
disastrous influence of its own cruelty and mjunousness, was made a target 
for the shaft of fate , and the hunter, owing to hia unprovoked attack and 
mercilcssneBB, lost his life , and the horseman, through his pitdess shedding 
of innocent blood, was left with his heart crushed and neck broken Thus 
the actions of each, since they were based on injury to others, proved, by 
way of retaliation, mjunons to himself Wherefore it is menmbent on 
persons of imderstanding to abandon evil, and to keep aloof from the evilly 
disposed , and it is a sacred and necessary duty for the wise to reduce their 
own conduct to rectitude, and let their disjiosition he towards good actions 

COUPLET 

'Tiu the first sign of "Wisdom’s course begun, 

Tliriiugh CTOiy circling year ill acta to ahnn ’ 

The Lion was so infatuated with the pnde of his own strength, and so 
intoxicated with the arrogance engendered by his own might and prowess, 
that he looked upon the words of the lynx as more idle tales, and regarded 
his admonitions as a jest, and the more he talked in this fashion the higher 
rose the flame of the Lion’s cupidity and greediness 

COUPLET 

Thou, who dost preach to me 'gainst lore, waste not 
Thy words — they do but moke my flame more hot 

The lynx saw that his adnee had the same effect on the heart of the 
Lion that the foot of a little ant has on a rock, or on steel , and that his 
warnings exercised no more influence on the breast [ot that savage] than the 
point of tho lance of a thorn on the cuirass of a hard stone. 

HEHtSTlCH 

Aye I when will tliom-points pierce through suhd atone > ' 

He therefore (juitted tho luon and went out into a retired place The 
Lion, incensed hy what had occurred with the lynx, followed close upon him, 
but the lynx concealed himself in a thicket of thorns The Uon passed by 
him and beheld two fawns feeding in the plain of that desert, while their 
lend mother was, guardian-like, watchmg their movements The Lion 
attempted to seize them, and the deer called out, ‘ 0 king' what wilt thou 
gun hy making prey of these two litfle ones’ or what will it advantage thee 


pie^e^trr-lard' slot 
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to devour them ’ Cause not my eyes to weep at separation from those who 
are the solace of my sight, and broil not my heart with the fire of parhng 
from those who are pieces of my bver Thou too, in fine, hast children 
Think of them ' lest the same hcfuU them that befaUs mme 

HEMISTICH 

Do that to me thou wouldst wish for thyself ' 

It happened that the Lion had two young ones, the sight of which made 
the world bright to him, and he wished for the power of vision simply to 
gaze on their forms At the very time that he was about to pounce on the 
fawns, a hunter, too, was employed in that jungle in captunng the lion- 
whclps Here the Lion, giving no heed to the lamentations of the doe, 
killed her fawns, and then the hunter slew both the lion-whelps and flayed 
them 

COUPLET 

Of thine own children, sure thou art the foe, On otheis' children who luflicteat woe 

The doe, flying from the presence of the Lion, and sufiering the pangs of 
separation from her own beloved ones, was running in vanous directions 
distractedly All at once the lynx came up to her, and asked what had 
hefaUen her ^ and, when he had learned what had happened to her, his heart 
was consumed at her distress, and he began to lament with her 

COUPLFr 

' Whene'er niy heart for my loic’a Buffering weeps, 

Walls groan, and ivory door the cry repeats ’ 

After outcries, and wailing, and sighs, and weeping, and lamentation 
without end, the lynx consoled her, and said, ‘ Uneve not ' m a short time 
he will meet with his pimislimcnt and the requital due 

COUPLET 

The tapol did the moth consume, ’tis true , 
fluriicd m its wax it soon will perish too ’ 

However, in the other direction, the Lion returned to his jungle and saw 
his young ones stretched in that manner upon the ground Hereupon he 
raised his outcries and roaxiugs to the sky, and said, 

COUPLLI 

‘ Anguish has reached my bosom, for tho solace of my life la sped , 

Alas ' my atato has coma to this that hope and patience’ self are fled ’ 

The Lion raised so huge an uproar, and commencing a piteous outcry, 
lamented in such wise that the wild animals of that wilderness wept at his 
bemoamngs, and he expressed his distress in such a fashion that the birds of 
the air, from sympathy with his suffermgs, lamented also 

COUPLET 

Blood, like a torrent, flows from my mniat c\cs, 
speak of fnendfe, e'en foca must sympathizo 
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In the neighborhood of the Lion lived a jackal who had shaken has skirt 
free from worldly asBoeiations, and who perused, from the page of resignation 
and rehanco on God, the subtle saying, ‘ Whoever ts contented, n full ’ 

COUPLET 

In Efbignation's plain he mounted went, And in the waste of Trust he pitched his tent 

He came to the Lion to condole with him, and said, ‘ What is the cause 
of aU this lamentation and groaning ^ ’ The Lion stated the facts The 
jackal said, ‘ Practice patience, and take to thyself fortitude, for never did any 
nostril inhale from the flower-garden of the world the perfume of constancy 
Nor did any palate ever taste from the hand of the cup-bearer Time the wine 
of happiness without the smack of suffering * 

aUATKAlN 

To look for fortune’s constanry is lain , 

Nor hope Time’s circling course repose will bnng 
There la no h"tter medicine for the pain 
Of wounded heoita than to endure the sting 

Compose thy heart foi a time and ojien the ear of attention while I read to 
thee two or three maxima from the volume of wisdom, and point out to thee 
the true state of the transactions of this perfidious world ’ The sea of the 
Lion's mmd was calmed from its tumultuous state, and he listened heedfuUy 
to the admonitions and counsels of the jackal with the ear of acquiescence 
When the latter saw that the Lion was disposed to hearken to his woids, he 
began a captivating harangue, and said, ‘ 0 king • there is an ending 
appointed to evciy beginning, and there is a predestined conclusion to the 
commencement of eicry aftair AMicncvcr the period of life is finished and 
the time of fated extinction has amved, a moment’s respite is impossible, 
[as it 18 said], Therefore when their term is expired, they shall not have respite 
for an hour, neither shall they he anticipated ’ ‘ And we may expect joy to 
follow on the traces of every gnef, and after all mirth we must anticipate 
lamentation 

COUPLET 

Like the hreozn for years I wandered life’s enchanting gardens round, 

■WhercBoe’er I found a flower, there I nlways thorns too found 

In all situations one ought to acquiesce in the divine decree, and lay ^ide 
complaints which are altogether unavailing 

COUPLPT 

Resign thy life ' fate’s aim 18 such, that it 
Not hj one hair's point fails the mark to hit ’ 

■ Lit, ' wounding ’ 

’ Kur’ln, FI tu 32, Mar 35, Sale, p 110, 1 22 ’Unto every nation there is a 
prefljod term therefore, when their term is erpired, they shall not have respite for an 
hour, neither shall they be antuipated The same eapression occurs also at chan x SO 
in «3 ’ 
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The Lion said, ‘ "Whence has this calamity reached my young ones ^ ’ 
The jackal rephed, ‘This, too, has reached thee from thyself, for thou hast 
inflicted on others twice as much as the Archer of destiny has mflioted on 
thee And this is the requital of thy own deeds which has reached thee, 
[for it is said], ‘ As thou judgeat, thou ehalt be judged ’ And thy case is very 
like that of the Seller of Wood, who said, ‘ Whence did this fire fall among 
my wood ^ ’ The Lion asked, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 


STOET II ‘ 

The jackal said, ‘They have related that m former times there was an 
oppressor who used to buy the wood of poor people, by violence and injustice, 
and having made a great difference in the price, used to give for it leas than 
it was worth, and forcing it in winter on rich men, would take from them 
double its value Thus both the poor were driven to despair at his cruelty, 
and the rich, too, were bowading his tyianny 

COOriET 

Tho Ijosoiii of the poor by him was burned, 
i’ho tioel of the wri'tchod overturned 

One day he took by force the fire-wood of u poor man, and gave half the 
pnee to that destitute wretch The darvesh raised to heaven the hand of 
supplication, and turned the face of prayer towards the point of adoration 
of the humble and submissive 

COUrLPT 

Think not safe thjself, 0 tyrant ‘ from the curios of the poor, 

For the prayer of midnight weepers is a fount nhose drops sire gore 

At this time a devout person came by, and having heard how matters stood, 
loosed the tongue of reproach agamst that tjTant, and said, 

COUPLET 

‘ Fear the poor man's arrowy shower m the ambuscade of night, 

For his shaft’s point wounds the sharper the more iiTetehed is his plight 

Act not thus towards the helpless, who have no protection save the court of 
the divme king, and indulge not in ciuclty towards the ofilioted, who ram 
down tears all night, like a taper from burning of tho heart Do not lay 
waste with the wrongs of injustice, the mansion of the breast of the poor, 
and pour not into tho goblet of vengeance, m the place of ruby wine, the 
heart’s-blood of the bcicaved 


' This story is related, m somewhat different language, in the ‘ Gulistkn,’ chap i , story 
26 See page 91 of mv translation 
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HEMISTICH 

duaff not this cup, lest pam come inth the mom ’ 

That proud oppressor was ofifended at the words of the pious man, and 
frowning insolently and with tatuous displeasure, said, 

OOUI'LET 

' Go thy nay, old man , henceforward cease this irkstiinc vain tirade, 

Ten bcoie staika e'en* of this nouscase with one gram were dearly paid ’ 

The darvohh turned his taco away from him and hastened to the retirement 
of hia 0 wn privacy It happen rd that that very ni ght the tyrant' s stack of wood 
caught file, and extending thence to his house and residence, burnt clean up - 
all the property he pobsessud, and deposited that tyrannical person from hia 
soft bed in warm ashes It came to puss, in the morning, the same pious 
man who had rebuked him the day befoie, c.ime to that quarter , there he 
behold the tyrant, who was sa3nng to liis friends, ‘ T know not whence this 
fire caught my house ’ ' The devout personage replied, ‘ Prom the smoke of 
the health of the poor, and the hummg of the bosoms of the afflicted 

rourcEr 

‘ Beware of tlic sigh of the woiinded hcait, 

For the scent sore you'll too late disi'cru ’ ** 

The tyrant hung down hia head, and said to himself, ‘ One ought not to 
transgress justice Tlie seed of oppression that I have sown will yield nc 
better truit than this 

roi PLET 

Our seed has iver been the seed of wrong, 
llcliold the fruits that to such seed hcloiig ' ’ 

And I have cited this stoi-y, m order that thou mayest know what has 
befallen thy sons, is in requital of what thou hast done to the children of 
others, and they have all used the same complaint and lamentation that 
thou hast used, and, again, all have been compelled to bo patient 
'Wherefore, as others have patiently endured the pain thou hast inflicted, 
do thou also bo patient under the wiongs that others have wreaked on 
thee ’ The Lion replied, ‘ Impress these words on my mind, by cor- 
roborating them wirh arguments and proofs' The jackal answered, ‘How 
old art thou’’ The Lion replied, ‘Poity ycais ’ The jackal rejoined, 

' During this lung mterv al, of what has thy food been ’ ' The Lion replied, 

‘ Of the flesh ot ammals and men of which I made prey ’ ‘ Then,’ said 
the jackal, 'had the animals on whose flesh thou hast fed thus long 


' The khrman Bignifici ‘harvist,' and also ‘corn piled up in il largo circular stock ' 

■* An exact tiaiialahon of the onginnl pdk 

■* These ImcB oecur in the ‘Gulisthii’ m the place (piotiil aboie, hut the two linos that 
rlij me to them arc here omitted 
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neither father nor mother ’ and did not their kmsfolk espress m wailingB 
and lamentations their regret for separation from these thy victims, and 
their distress at losing them ^ If on that day thou hodst seen the con- 
clusion of this aflfair, and hadst shunned to spill blood, this event would 
not now have occuned, and such an adventure would never have taken place 

DISTICHS 

Thou ' vho didst ni’er to others pardon grant, 

AYlion wilt thou solace lor thine ow n self find ^ 

And, say ' while all in terror of thee pant, 

AVho will spread ointment on thy wounded mind ? 

And shouldest thou persevere m this hue of conduct, and adhere to the 
saiDO sangumary and cruel course, be prepared' for thou wilt experience 
many such things , and so long as people are alraid of thee thou wilt not 
inhale the perfume of socunty and peace Deck thy character with kindness 
and clemency, and make no approaches to the harming other animals, and 
the molestation of this one or that For he that molests others, never 
sees the face of happiness, and tlic injurious person never arrives at his 
object and wish 

IIEMISIICH 

None, from this how, c'ri ntrufk the hutt with thi ir desire’s shaft ' 

When the Lion heaid these woids, and the real state of the case was 
revealed to him, he peiceived, that the icsult of an action based on harm 
to others, can be nought but disappointment and disaster He then 
reflected, ‘Life’s spimg, for such is the season of youth, has been exchanged 
for the autumn of old age and dobihty, and every moment I must expect 
to tread the path ot annihilation, and undertake a long and far journey 
There is nothing better for me to do tliuii to prepare the provisions for 
the road to that pilnce, whither all must return , and than that, forsaking 
inj unousnesH and oppression, I content myself with scant food, and feeling 
no sohcitndc as to more or less, abandon all core of the having or not 
having ’ 

btauza 

Be gild ' nor grievo tliy bosom here with thauglits of ‘ is,’ ' or,’ ‘is not,’ 

For ' 18 not,' is the source of nil that is to us acLriung 
Since from this two-diiored inn to move man finds it must hr hn lot, 

Wliat need wc care, if life’s support^ should staud or fall in rum 

He then desisted from eating blood and flesh, and satisfying himself 
with fruits, took the path of contentment W’hon the jackal saw that the 
Lion had commenced eating fruits, and that if he perseveied therein, on 


' Lit , of ‘ IB,’ and ' is not ’ 

‘ Lit, 'portico and dome of subsistence' So, at least, I would translate tlie words 
nwdk va m'ahhat 1 may odd that the lines are very pretty in the original 
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amnun t of food, which would suffice a jackal for a year, would be con- 
sumed m ten days, he was vexed, and came to the Lion again and said 
How IS the king employed ^ ’ The Lion replied, ' I have abandoned 
the world, and have girt up my loins to spmtunl conflicts and abstmenco 

COUFLXT 

Since Irom this world’s azure ocean pleasant water none can drink, 

Sated with its false ^ emotions from its margin back 1 slirmk ' 

The jackal replied, ‘ The casu la not as the king is pleased to say , nay, 
the injury which he inflicts on others, la even greater now than before ’ 
The Lion resjionded, ‘ From what cause is any one now injured by me ’ 
T neither stain my mouth with blood, nor do 1 spread out my claws to 
harm any one 

ooiiri n 

Did they mo piooc-moal with wrong’s dagger tear, 

Jfoue should from me tin marks ol vengeance hoar ’ 

The jackal replied, ‘ Thou hast withdrawn thy hand from thy own 
natural food, and eatest of the allothd portion of other animals, to which 
thou hast no right, and the fruits of this jungle will not suffice for thy 
mamtenauoe for ton days Thus, those whose subsistence is dependent on 
these fruits will quickly pcnsli, and the curse of this will hang lound thy 
neck, and it is possible that the punishment of it will reach thee even m 
this world, and I fear lest thy condition should be like that of the Hog that 
violently seized the monkey’s fruits ’ The Lion said, ' Explain, how was 
that ’’ 


STORY III 

The jackal said, ‘ They hove related tliat once upon a time the aid of 
divme grace was extended to a monkey, and, withdrawing from those of his 
own race, he took up his abode in a retired spot in a certain wilderness 
Now, therein were some fig-trees , and the monkey bethought himself, ' An 
ammal cannot dispense with food, and m this jungle the only eatable thmg 
IS figs If I devour all the figs while they are fresh, I must pass the winter 
without BUpphcB I cannot do better than each day shake down the figs of 
one tree, and after eating as much thereof as will support hfe, dry the 
remainder, that both the summer may pass comfortably, and that during 
the winter, too, I may be well oft 

COUPLET 

One murt in summer toil for Ijpiiaehold stuff, 

If m the Winter he would haie enough ’ 


' Here again u an untranslnteable equivoqne ai lAwurd has two meanings, ' draught of 
water,' and ‘ nolting-place ’ 
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Aooordm^ly he finished sereral trees, and having eaten a httle of then 
fiiut, he stored up the remainder One day, haying clunbed up one of the 
fig-trees, he, os usual, was eating some of the fruit and gathermg some to 
dry, when all of a sudden a Hog apnngmg away from a hunter rushed mto 
that jungle Wheneyer it came to a tree it found no fruit on it, till it 
came to the foot of that up which the monkey was, gathering the figs 
"When the monkey’s eyes hghted on the Hog his heart was pained, and he 
said, 

coDpinT 

‘ This uiiripected woe from whence befell * 

From this unlooked for curse — God' keep me well ’ 

"When the Hog saw the monkey he called out ‘ Bravo ' ’ and having 
uttered the usual benedictory expressions, said, ‘ Dost thou wish for a guest^' 
The monkey, too, deceitfully returned a hypocritical answer, and said, 

COUPLET 

‘ A graceful cypress to the garden of my hope has hither come, 

And providence has sent a guest to glad my poor and humble home 

May the airjvul of thy auspicious footstep be blessed and fortunate ' If 
thou hadst previously favored me with a message informing me of thy high 
advent, assuredly the conditions of hospitality should have been fulfilled m a 
manner suitable to my cii cumstanccB At present the shame that I feel is 
owing to the want of the means of entertainment 

HEMISTICH 

A poor man s troubled by an unexpected guest ' 

The Hog replied, ' We are just off our journey, and could most eagerly 
partake of whatever thou hast at hand 

HEMISTICU 

Cease these excuses — what thou hast produce ’ 

The Monkey shook the fig-tree, and the Hog kept on eating with the 
utmost avidity, tiU not a thing was left on the tree and on the ground He 
then turned to the Monkey, and said, ‘O gracious host ' the fire of my hunger 
IS still burning fiercely, and my greedy mmd is still in distress to obtam 
food kShake another tree, and bmd me to thee as thy debtor ’ The Monkey 
willing or not shook another tree, and in a very short time not a trace of the 
fruit of that tree too was left The Hog pointed to another tree The Monkey 
said, ‘ Dear guest ' exceed not the bounds of generous sentiment ' that which 
I have devoted to thee was a month's provision for me, and I cannot offer thee 
more 0 

HEMISTICH 

I can no farther kmdness shew than this ’ 

Hereupon the Hog grew angry and said, ‘This wilderness has been for a long 
time m thy possession, and now it shall belong to me ' ’ The Monkey replied. 
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' To take away the territory of another is unlucky, and the conclusion of an 
oppressive and tyrannical course is not to be commended, hut deprecated 
Give up the thought of actmg intemperately, and hold back thy hand from 
wrong and injustice , for oppression of the weak yields no happy result, and 
the molestation of tlio friendless bears no good fnut 

COUPLET 

Thou majst, by bitiug him, draw blood, 'tia true , 

But should thy teeth ache,' what then wilt thou do ' ’ 

At these words the fire of the Hog’s wrath waxed hotter, and he said, ‘ I 
will forthwith bring thee down from this tree, and pour mto thy bosom what 
thou deservost ’ He then ascended the tree to throw the Monkey down He 
had, however, hardly fixed himself on the first branch, when it broke, and 
falling head downwards he proceeded to the pit of hell 

And I have adduced this story, since thou too usurpest the fruit of others, 
and makest then allotted sustenance thy food Wlicn these parties die of 
hunger, enmity to thee will settle m the hearts of their children, and bemg 
ever employed m speakmg lU of thee behind thy back, they will not cease for 
one moment to curse thee And if the impression of thy tyranny pervaded 
the world before, so now the rumor of thy pious abstinenoe is nfe on all 
tongues Yet m both cases animals cannot escape thy persecution, whether 
it be in a state of violence and mischief, or m the array of virtue and 
rectitude And pray what devotion is this ^ that thou shouldest be as 
busied as ever m pampering thy body, and forbear to turn from sensual and 
corporeal gratifioationb to the securing intellectual and spiritual delights 

COUPLET 

Thou art the slave of carnal joya, else wore it truly othorwise, 
la there a pleasure that hryond the confines of possessions lies ^ ' 

Wlien the Lion heard this discourse, he relinquished his fruit-diet also, 
and, contenting himself with water and grass, increased his daily portions 
of worship and adoration, and, in season and out of season, repeated to 
himself the purport of these truth-distinguished eouplets, 

VEBBE 

0 heart ' this bcart-afSjctmg world now quit ' 

And through the rirclmg heaven’s rlosc gorge proceed 
For wise men's notice this world is unfit , 

Then with ralm fortitude abandon it 


‘ The moaning of these obscure lines I take to be as follows ‘ Thou mayest bite the 
poor man, and thua draw blood from his heart , but if, by the retribution which is sure to 
tollow, thou undergoest the toothache of remorse, what wilt thou do then '' 

“ Lit , ' thy life ’ 
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And Bince the bowers of heaven may be thy meed, 

Bestir thyself, and from this tham-road pass 
Kor let insatiate lon^ng to amass, 

Thee, like some bold and fearless direr, lead 
To plunge into a eea of griefs , through them 
Were dearly pnrchaaed, e'en a royal gem ’ 

This is the Btory of a. violent evil-doer, holding the inhabitants of the 
world m thraldom under hia oppression, and regardless of the disastrous 
results, till m the end ho becomes involved in the same calamity which 
he mflicted on his feUow-creatures , after which he recognises the right 
way and the path of rectitude Similarly, the Lion, until he behold both 
his beloved sons roasted on the fire of regret, removed not hia heart from 
blood-thirstiness and evil actions But when ho gamed this experience, 
he turned his back on the deceitful world, and thought it no longer 
admissible to give heed to its unsubstantial gauds, and was in no wise led 
to purchase the smiles of this faithless one 

COUPl ET 

This writing on the portico of Eden’s garden ’ lies 

‘Woe I woe to him who purchoses this false world’s coquetnes ’ 

And it behoves men of sense to comprehend well these directions, and 
store up these experiences for their present condition and future state , 
and to lay the foundation of their affairs in this world and that to come on 
the same one maxim, viz , that whatever they would not approve of for 
themselves and their children and their connections, they should not suflfer to 
he done to others , m order that the commencements ot their undertakings 
and the conclusion of their affairs, may be adorned with a good name and 
honorable celebrity, and that they may remain secure in this world and m 
that to come from the cunsequenoes of ill- actions and the baneful results of 
oppression 

VERSE 

The world ’s not worth tbo raismg one emotion 
Of sonow in a single heart Beware 
111 acts' which wise men shim with care 
The world is like a deep and and troubled ocean, 

Peopled with monsters ravening for their prey 
Who keep the shore, the vnso, the blest are they 


’ I am doubtful whether I have rightly translated janmtu 'I JlTdrai 



S30 


SUflAIli , OB, THE LIOBIS 01 CANOPUS 


CHAPTER XI 

ON THE DETRIMENT OF SEEKING MORE, AND FAILING IN ONE’S OBJECT 

rSTEODUCTION 

The 'vrorld-Bubdumg king after hcanng this agreeable story, said, ' 0 
eloquent and nght-counsclling sage ' thou hast set foith with cleai proof' and 
perspicuous reasoning, the apologue of an evil-doer who without thought of 
consequences, went to excess in injuring and molesting [others], and on being 
himself involved in similar calamities, had recourse to repentance and 
contrition I now request that thou wouldest recount a nariative compnsing 
the import of the eleventh precept , and that thou wonldost set forth the true 
particulars of a person aiming at something not suitable to his condition, nor 
m accordance with his ciicumstances ’ The perfect sago, in a style which in 
purity and clcamcss resembled the water of life, and m sweetness and 
nchness was the foster-sister of the beverage of the sugai-cane , 

teuse 

Wards that m ckaniess did outvie the gem, 

So sweet, that sweetness could not iival them 
Sliould to the ear those wondrous accents come, 

E'en I’lato’s self they 'd stnke with wonder diunh 

said, ‘ 0 kmg • asylum of the world ' 

COUFLEr 

Thy step tread ever on the skirt of hope ' 

Thy realm, th) life he boundless in their acopc ' 

Ancient sages have pronounced, ‘ For every attwn there are men, for every 
plaee its \^proper^ saying ’ In the wardrobe of tbe invisible world they have 
sewed on the lofty “ statme of everj’ poison tho garment of his own actions, 
and have carefully prepared for each in the treosurj' of the Divine bestowal, 
tbe robe of his special tiansactiouB suitable to his figure Each mdiiudual 
has his task, and every man his actions that suit him 


' I prefer to insert, with some MSS , hJi before burhdnl, and to read ii-burhdni rishan, 
rather than to take burhdnl os in apposition with moial 

“ The adjective uidld, ‘ lofty,’ is most inaptly introduced here, merely for the Bake of the 
jingle with bdlu, ' stature ’ So, if we were to attach any sense to it in tliis sentence, we might 
infer that only tall men arc indebted to these invisible tailorings, or that all men are tall 
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YBHjE 

They did not moke the fly, to deck 
It in the peecock’s star-bnght pinion. 

Not magnified each inaect speck, 

With fabled ’Ankk’s wide dominion 
And Tinegai in vain may pine 
Tc catch the Imcioiu taste of wme 
The BuUen thorn stands dry and bare, 

Whon will the rose breathe fragrant there 5 

r 

The cupbearer of the dmne favors presenta from the wme-cellar of ‘Every 
party ryoweth in that which they follow,' * a cup suited to the condition of 
each, nor does Ho exclude one single person from the beverage of His bounty 
or the fountain of His grace 

COUPLET 

There IS not one, who docs not there his (it allotted portion find, 

To one a sip, to one a cup, to all their rightful share 's assigned 

Wherefore every one ought to employ hunsolf in that profession which the 
eternal Artificer has entrusted to him, and take stops to conduct that business 
by gradual progress, to tlie stage of perfection 

COUPLlT 

A pack-saddle maker, ° tho best of liis trade, 

Surpasses a hatter, whose hats ore ill made 

And whosoevei quits his own employment and betakes himself to a business 
unsuitod to him, and turns away from what he has received by hereditary 
descent or long precious acquisition, will undoubtedly bo overtaken with 
embarrassment and perplexity ('onscqueutly, by tlio way which he is then 
pursuing, he will not arnve at the tvished-lor station, and tho return to his 
former road becomes impossible Thus he remains stupefied and aghast 
between the two 

HEMISTICH 

No passage ouward — do returning back 

Wberefoie it behoves a man to plant his foot firmly in the path of his 
own profession, and not to be led by desire to stretch fui th his hand to every 
branch of vain longing, and to lay aside the quest of greater things, since for 
the most part the final issue thereof is disappomtment , and lot him not soon 
or bghtly surrender a thmg w'hcnoe he hos experienced profit, and whose 


1 Knr'fin, xxiu dd , Sale, p 260, 1 17 This youj religion is one religion, and I am 
your Lord, wherefore fear me But men have rent the affair of their religion into various 
sects every party rejoicetb ui that which they follow ’ Tho same expression occurs again 
in the £ur' kn at Ch zxx 31 

“ The point of these lines is somewhat lost in English , as with us there is little reason 
why a hatter should claim precedence over a saddler The Oriental idea no doubt is, that 
he who makes gear for asses and other beasts, is below him who ornaments the noblest port 
of man, his head Of conrse, the word rendered ‘hatter,’ is more properly ‘turban-maker,’ 
or ' cap-maker ' 


2 M 2 



532 


AKTAB-I SUHAui, OB, IHB UQHIB OF OAITOFDS 


fruit he has found to be adrontagoous,' bo that he may act m accordanoe vith 
the import of the high tradition, ‘ Whoever has had a thing bestowed m him, 
let hm cling to it,’ and may escape from bewilderment and distresa, and the 
words of the holy Maulavl,' who la a mine of the jewels of spmtuality, 
aUudes to this same eircumstaDce, in the passage where he says, 

OOrTLET 

‘ For the flg-vendor, say, my friend ' 

What hotter than hia fi ga to vend f ’ 

% 

And of the atones that befit these premises, the story of that Devotee who 
spoke the Hebrew tongue is one, and of the versahle Guest who wished to 
leam that language ’ The king asked, ‘ How was that 


STOttY I 

The Brdhman said, ' They have related that in the land of Kinnauj 
(Kanoj) there hved a man pious and abstemious, and continent and religious 
He was assiduous m satisfying the conditions of the daily duties of devotion, 
and he performed with sincerity the customary ceremonies of worship The 
clearness of his punty had obliterated the opacities of earthly connections, 
and the transparency of his nature removed from before the eyes of the 
spiritual the curtain of the obbcunties of terrestrial concerns The border 
of hiB prayer-carpet was the alightiug-place of the manifestations of grace, 
and the threshold of hia closet was the theatre of the exhibitions of the 
infallible world 

His crown was of the ‘ C' ® of God's ‘ Code’ madr, 

The heart lus throne, his prayers the ladder were 
Hib will waa lu th' anj^elic world obeyed, 

The hmgdom of God's Oneness owned hiB care 
Denis ho slew, an^olic m his mind, 

And when he moved he left dull oarth behind * 

He expended aU his energies m restonng life to the ceremonies of the law, 
and employed all his zeal m fulfilling the duties of a righteous life The 
bird of love of the world did not find a nest in the region of his breast, and 
the beams of his regard from the sun of his mind did not fall nor shme on 
this dark earth 

' The eipreBBion mtijah-i ehizi is somewhat unusual I almost suspect the reading to 
be corrupt here 

* A famous Sdfi doctor aud poet, who wrote m A H 600 = 1203 A D, Hu name 
was JalUu ’d-dm Muhammad ibn Muljammad uT-Balkhi uT SonaTi 

s Of the Mn of sAar’a 

< Lit , ‘ He placed hu step on the air ' 
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COUPLET, 

Happy they, who pure u the sau have poet ' 

Not on this world a shadow e'en have cost. 

And notwithstanding' all this piety and abstinence, whatever was hia portion 
from, the treasury of ‘ Unto Ood belong the stores of heaven and earth,' ^ ho 
devoted to [the reception of] guests, and used to bestow the provisions of hia 
own dinner and supper, through tho strength of his hberahty, on deserving 
dorveshes 

COUPLET 

O'er the ethereal aky he raised tho atara of generouanesa, 
la bounty’s sign, for great the power that liberal gifta poaaeaa ^ 

One day a traveler came to his cell os guest, and the pious man, as is 
the custom of bountiful hosts — viz , that then table appears without the 
vinegar of frowns — advanced to meet him with a fresh oountenancB and 
open brow, and displayed the utmost joy and cheerfulness at bis visit After 
offering his salutations, and the arrangement of the repast, they spread the 
coipet of conversation The Holy Man mijuired, ‘ Whence art thou come ^ 
and to what country is it thy intention to go The Guest replied, ' My 
story IS a long one, and it is a narratii e compounded of many points of true 
experience and subtleties of comparison Hut if your dlustnous nund feels 
disposed to hear it, some particulars may be set forth by way of summary ’ 
The Devotee rephod, ‘Whoever has the car of mtcLigcnce open wiH be 
able to derive some advantage from cveiy story, and may pass by the bridge 
of companson ta the road of true wisdom 

COUPLET 

From every play wc may a hint obliiiu, 

From every story some advantage gam 

Do thou without hesitation recount thy history, and state unreservedly 
what advantages and detriment have accrued to theo from this journey ’ 
The Guest replied, ‘ 0 holy man of tho age, and mcomparable saint ' know 
that I am ongmolly from Europe, and I was employed there as a baker 
I was always heating the oven of my bosom with the fire of covetousneBS, 
and yet, with a thousand difficulties, I obtained but a Buigle loaf from the 
table of fortune 

COUPLET 

My kidnoyn turned to blood, ere I eould win 
My destined loaf, that lay fate’s oven m 


' Or, it may be, ‘ together with ’ 

3 Eur’kn, ljuii 7, Sole, p 410 1 12 ‘These aro the men, who say to tho inhabitants 
of Medina, Do not bestow anything on the refugees who are with tho apostle of God, that 
they may be obliged to separate from him Whereas unto God belong the stores of heaven 
ana earth hut the hypocrites do not understand,’ 

^ Those untranslatcablo lines are a string of puns on the words (adr, ‘ giving,’ ailrt 
‘ othoreol,’ eaar, ' effect,' or ‘ power ’ It is impossible to convey the slightest idea of these 
eqmvoqnes m English 



534 


ANvIb-I 8CJ1ALLI , OB, THE LIQHTB OF CANOFUB 


Now I had a fneudahip with a farmer, and the road of companionship 
was incessantly trodden by us, and the customs of amicable mtercourse 
observed The farmer, out of friendly feeling and to assist mo, used to send 
to my shop the grain that I required, and took the money for it as time 
came round, and when * there happened to be a delay * sometimes m the 
payment, he was easy with me One day he took me to an entertainment 
at one of his gardens, and discharged all the duties of a host, as is customary 
With liberal people After wo had finished eatmg our meat, we engaged in 
conversation He inquired, ‘ What amount of profit dost thou make by thy 
trade ^ and what is the extent of thy stock and mterest I gave him some 
slight inkling of my condition, and said, ' The stock in my shop is twenty 
kharwdrs* of wheat, and the profit 1 obtain thereon is just enough to support 
my wife and family, and that may be ^ about ten or twelv e kharwars 

COUPLPT 

Since I no trade more gainful have than this, 

This then my craft and occupation is ’ 

The farmer exclaimed, 'Holy God ' the profit of thy profession is not of 
that degree that one could build thereon I fancied that m thy trade the 
profit was great and the income immense 

HBMISTICII 

It wdh tt downnght error, what I thought ’ 

I rejoined, ' Sir ' whiit kind of business is thine ^ and what arc the profits 
and capital in it’’ He rophed, 'In my business tho capital required is small 
and the mterest vast Save the seed tliat we sow the whole crop is cloar gam 
And in this businoss we arc not content with a return of ten for one ’ I 
was amazed, and said, ‘ How can this be ’ ' The farmer answered, ‘ Don’t 
be surprised, for tbero is still greater profit than this When a single poppy- 
seed, which is the smaUost of aU seeds, takes root well m the ground and 
germinates, it sends up near twenty shoots,* and possibly oven more And 
at the end of every shoot is a poppy-clump, so that one cannot reckon the 
number of them , and hence thou mayest imagine that tho profit of my 
busmess is beyond the range of calculation, and the gam of farming greater 
than can be computed And the agnculturists of the field of wisdonl have 
said that zar’a (sowing) is a word of three letters, and that its two 
first letters orCjj s-r (or gar) ‘gold,’ and its last letter is and 

that, too, IB a name for gold, vvheiefore this business is gold upon gold 

1 The printed edition, by a typographical error, omits oMn before muhlatl. For the va 
farmti of the editions, I -would premr to read, with some MBS , bi-fursati 
1 Lit , ‘ oss-loods,' a measure equal to 100 Tabriz maunds 
^ The lithographed odition omits bud after tavidnad 
‘ The Persian word for our ‘shoot,’ here, is tiV, — lit ‘arrow ’ 
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OOnPLET 

’Buce Zara'B two fint letters ‘ gold ' express, and tUat behind 
Means also ‘ gold,’ in this word then ‘ gold upon gold,' we find. 

And, according to the belief of the alchyraists, the department of 
husbandry is viewed in such a hght that the philosopher's stone^ is supposed 
to allude to agiiculturc as it is said, 

conpLFi 

To Book the rod-hued sulphur^ is to squander life in vain. 

Turn to block mould and there the one sole alchymy obtain ’ 

When I heard those words from the farmer, n longing for the gams of 
agiiLulture entered my head, and shutting up the door of my shop I busied 
myself with preparing farming implements Now, in the quarter of the 
town ill which I resided, there was a darvesh famed for his perfections, and 
noted for his excellent quahtics 

COUPLET 

All outward show rcliiiquishing, a lonely hfr he spent , 

All luvunes he put aside, with roqmsites content 

When he learnt that I was leaving niy own business, and going to employ 
myself in a different profession, he sent lor me, and loosing the tongue of 
rebuke, said, ‘ Master baker ' be content with that which has been given 
thee and don't seek for moie, for the quahty of greediness is an unlucky one, 
and the end of the greedy is to be deprecated But whoever holds in his 
hand the com of contentment is the king of his own time, while he that 
18 a prisoner to the baseness of avance is on a level with devils and brutes 

COUPLET 

hr putii at, and thy loaf ol barley bieak. 

Lest thou the wheat '• that ruintd Adani take ’ 

1 rephod, ‘ 0 bhekh ' 1 get but little advantage from this busmess in 
which I am engaged, and I have found out that the profits of farmmg are 
groat I have formed an idea that I may, perhaps, be benefited by the 
latter occupation, and that I may subsist more easily ’ The old devotee 
answered, 'For a very long time the means of thy subsistence have been 
procured by this huaincss, and the beverage of thy life has, by this employ- 
ment, been purified from the rubbish of anxiety , while the undertaking m 
which thou art at present designing to embark is an affair full of toil 
Peradventure thou mayest not be able to labour assiduously m the duties 
reqmred, nor to discharge fitly what it demands Nor is everything which 
shews ila head from the secret chamber of desire possible to be acquired 
accordmg to our wish 

^ aAmdrf Ut ‘ rod gold ' 

^ Ougird^i aJmar^ another namo for ^ the philosopher's stone ' 

^ Some Muhammadans suppose that ' wheat ’ was the forbidden fruit 6eo Sale, page b, 
note ‘ c ’ • 
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COOTLlIt 

Know, my fnend ' the way is long, longer far than words express, 

From the stroefc cf oui deaires to the moiket of success, 

Meddle not with that which concerns thee not, and withdraw not thine 
hand from thine own employment, for whoever leaves his own trade and 
undertakes a thing unsmted to him w^iU meet with what that Crane met 
with ’ I asked, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 


STOUT II 

The darveah rephed, ‘ They have related that a washerman was wont to 
be busy m his avocation on the bank of a certain river Every day he saw 
there a Crane, which sat on the nvor’s bank, and used to catch the creatures 
that are found in the mud, and contenting himself therewith, went back to 
his neat One day there came a swift-winged hawk, which made prey of 
a fat quad, and after eating part of it, left the rest and flew away The Crane 
thought to himsolf, ‘ This animal with such a puny body makes prey of large 
birds, and I of such a huge stature content myself with a tiiflc , and this state 
of thmgs 18 evidently owing to my mean spmt Why should not I too have 
a share of magnanimity ’ My advisable course is hereafter not to stoop to 
small matters, and not to cast the noose of my efforts save on the battlements 
of the highest heavens 

VI USE 

Tht cloud when thuaty socks the puqile ocean. 

Nor bows its head to sip the humble dew ‘ 

Hearts that arc stirred by pioud aud high cmotiuii. 

Stoop not to mean tlimgh, nor foi tulles sue ' 

He then forsook the thace ot worms, and was on the watch to pursue 
pigeons and quails Noiv the washerman had from a distance observed the 
proceodmgs of the hawk and the quail When he saw the amazement of the 
Crone, and how it gave np its own employment, he was astonished, and 
opened the eye of amusement liy the will of fate a pigeon appeared in that 
diToction, and the Crane flying up made a stoop at it The pigeon turning 
along tho edge of tho water, outstnpped the Crane, which pouncmg down 
behind, fell on the bonk of the nver, and hia leg stuck m the mud 
The more he tried to fly away, the more his foot sank m the thick mire, and 
his feathers and wunga became more and more hesnieared with tho mud The 


If a ^ I'"®" “f ‘his Headings differ 

3d ^ ‘routed very freely Tho bterol yernon 

. 1 . ^ hvvaase it is thirsty, to the blue sea, it bows not 

fly ’iho fly upward from tho effect of ipint they 
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'Wasbermaii came up and seized him, and set off home In the way a friend 
met him and a^ed, '"What’s this^’ The washerman replied, ‘ Thu u a erane 
that wanted to hunt,’ and that wished to play the part of a hawk, and so 
destroyed itself ’ 

And I have addaeod this story that thou mayest know that every one 
ought to attend to his own business and qmt that which does not belong 
to him ’ 

When the old darvesh had cited this tale, the temptings of my covetous- 
ness increased, and refusing that speech access to the ear of attention, 1 
persevered in the same idea So I abandoned the business of a baker, and 
with the tnfling capital I possessed purchased implements for farming, and 
havmg sown a quantity of gram, fastened the eye of expectation on the road 
of lookmg for the crop In the meantime my means of subsisting 
myself and my family became straitened, because what I expended daily had 
been as regularly procured m the baker’s shop, and now it was necessary for 
mo to wait a year expectant, until the proJit shonld arrive I said to 
myself, ‘ Thou hast committed an error m not listening to the words of thy 
venerable seniors, and now thou art in distress for thy current expenses, and 
there is no channel by which income is obtainable Thy best course is to get 
a sum by way ol loan, and having re-opened thy baker’s shop, return to thy 
own business 

courcET 

From hw own luismeBs, he wliu turns aside, 

'Twere best that he ehonld there dguin subside * 

I then betook myself to one of the rich merchants of the city, and having 
taken up a sum on credit, I opened my shop a second time, und Icavmg one of 
my servants to superintend that busmess, I myself was busy with my 
farming Now I started for the country to manage the cultivation, and anon 
I returned to the market to set off my shop "When two or three months had 
passed in this way, my servant swmdled me, and not a particle cither of stock 
or profit was left At the same tune a variety of misfortunes befell my 
crops The tenth of what I had expended was not realised I then went to 
the same neighbor, and detailed to him my case, and told him the circum- 
stance of my taking two things m hand, and my losing by both The 
aged darvesh laughed and said, ‘ How like thy case is to that of the man of 
two kmds of hair, who gave up his heard to his wives ' ’ I asked, ‘ How 
was that ^ ’ 


’ The reader rauet pardon the bad rhyme of these verses, as the rbyumig words are 
intended to express the jingle of sar gtuhtah and lar ruhtah 
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STOllY III 

The darvewh said, ‘ They have related that a person had two wives, one 
old and the other young , and he himaelf had hair of two colors Now he 
WHS fond of both his wives, and passed a day and a night in the apartment 
of each , and his habit was, when he entered the apartment of one of his 
wives, to put hiB head in her lap and go to sleep One day he went to the 
room of the elderly wife, and, according to custom, put his head in her lap 
and went to sleep The old lady gazed on hia face and hair, and said to 
herself, ' In the beard and whiskers of this person there are some black hairs , 
I can't do better than pluck them out, that all his beard may appear white, 
and that young wife of his may not fancy him , so when he perceives that 
that wile IB not fond of him but loathes him and has an aversion for him, 
the flame of his afiection, too, will be quenched and he will remove his heart 
from her and will give himaelf up altogether to me ’ She then pulled out 
all tlie black hairs she could from his board 

HEMISTICH 

The beard that lies ui women's hands were better for plucked out 

The next day that person was in the apartment of his young wife, and in hia 
accustomed manner put his head in her lap and went to sleep The young 
wife observed some white hairs in his heard, and thought to herself, ' I must 
pluck out those white hairs that his whole beard may appear black, and 
when ho sees himself with black hairs he will of course be disgusted with 
the society of his old wife, and will he attached to me Thereupon she, too, 
pulled out as many white hairs as were required at the time After some 
time had passed m this manner, one day that person stroked his beard with 
his hand , he found that the hams were gone and that the harvest of his 
beard was scattered to the wind At this he raised a cry of distress, but all 
hiB lamentation was vain Now thy case is just sinular Part of thy 
capital and interest thou didst expend on thy baker’s shop, and part thou 
wastedst on thy farming business, and now when thou lookest about thee, 
thou hast neither baked bread in the oven of subsistence nor a stack obtained 
m the tillage-ground of life 

COUFLET 

One day in this, the next m that, goes by , 

Thou look’st, and now nor tbu, nor that, ennst spy ’ 

When I heard this story I perceived that what the old darvesh said was 
true, and that finm this procedure I had got nothing hut regret and remorse, 
ind that all I possessed would not suffice to jiuj my debts I looked upon 
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it, tlierefare, as the best thing I could do in accordance with the direction, 

‘ Flight from what is insupportable is agreeable to the laws of Apostles,' to fly 
from that city, which I accordingly did by night I went on stage by 
stage, in terror and alarm, until 1 had traversed a long distance After the 
lapse of a considerable interval, I heard that my children were dead and that 
my creditors had token possession of my effects — under a valuation — in 
payment of my debts Thus hopeless of returning to my country, I 
journey on from stage to stage and from one place to another and I seek 
a solace for the pom of my heart, from every gentleman I meet with, and 
place the ointment of gratification on the wound of the fatigues of travel by 
interviews with men of God till this moment, when tho minor of my 
heart has been purified from the rust of cares by the furbishmg instrument 
of proximity to your honor, and the sharbat of my enjoyment has been 
prepared with the sweetness of the augar-raining conversation of my lord 

OOOPUIT 

Thanks Ik to God ' though grief has wrung my soul, 

In seeing thee Tve reached my wishes’ goal 

This 18 a sample of my history, which I have narrated ' The Devotee 
responded, ‘ I have inhaled from thy words the perfume of sinccnty, and my 
heart has home testimony to the truth of thy discourse , and if during some 
days thou hast undergone the affliction of exile and the toils of travel, still 
thou hast gamed good cxpencncic, and hast acquired perfect information of 
the manners and customs of divers nations, and mayest live hereafter m peace 
and tranquillity 

HEHIbllCH 

Grief a eve is ended, and joy’s morn begins 

The Guest was pleased with his host, and the host, too, viewing the 
society of his guest os a piece of unexpected good fortune, shewed his satis- 
faction by his friendly unceremoniousness Now the Devotee was one of tho 
children of Israel, and knew the Hebrew language well , and though he was 
versed in moat languages, and could converse m a majority of tongues, 
nevertheless, as the Hebrew was his mother-tongue, his fluency therom was 
conspicuous, and he always spoke in that tongue to his domestics Although 
the European stranger was, in pomt of fact, ignorant of Hebrew, stall he 
liked to hear the Devotee speak m it, and constantly besought him to do so. 
The latter, too, to gratify his Guest, and on account of his likmg for the 
language, loosed the tongue of eloquence, and satisfied all that rhetonc 
could demand in speaking the Hebrew tongue well Thus the Guest became 
a lover of the language, and from the excessive sweetness of the Devotee’s 
discourse, and the tastefulness of his conversation, he formed the desire of 
learning Hebrew fi’om him 
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VSHBB 

His BU^-rauiULg lips, aye, smiling sweet, 

Of boneyed sayings shed a ceaseless treat 
MTien the Guest sew of sweet words such supply, 

Like parrot he the sugared feast would buy 

Some days passed, and the veil of ceremony being removed from between 
them, their ohareicter of strangers was exchanged for that of united friends, 
and from the premises of acquaintance the conclusion of intimacy was obtained 

CODFLBT 

To their hearts' wish they may together sit, 

When banished forms no more prohibit it 

Then the Guest boldly commeaccd the praises of the l)c\ otco, and said, 

OOCFIXT 

' Thou ' whose speech opes periedicu’s cabinet. 

While on thy words the seal of grace is set, 

what ornament of discourse and embelhshment of style is this ^ It is such 
that the eye of the reason of those of penetrating sight never saw more 
perfect eloquence, and the ear of the intelligence of those who can appreciate 
rhetoric never hstened to more beautiful language 

COUPLET 

Of thy discourse I know not what I fitly can affirm , 

I cannot call it prophecy, nor yet it magic term 

I trust that thou wilt teach mo this language, and I respectfully entreat 
that thou will not withhold from mc instruction m this dialect , for, 
Without previous introduction, thou host fulfilled towards me all the 
dues of courtesy in treating me with honor and respect, and without the 
premiBBion of the antecedents of friendship, thou hast been careful to display 
manifold attentions m thy hospitable reception of me To-day, that the 
bond of our amity has been confirmed by means of our long intercourse, I 
am in hopes that thou wilt be pleased to shew kindness and link my request 
with acceptance, and draw on the page of mv condition with eagerness and 
pleasure the writing of discipleship, m order that it may become a cause of 
the inorcase of the matters of mutual esteem, and that thus the daily 
portions of the commemoration of kindness and the fashion of gratitude 
may be observed 

COUFLBI 

I can do nought hut still thy praise declare , 

Thy servant I, the uurslmg of thy care ’ 

The Devotee rephed, ‘ Why should I grudge or demur to do this ’ being 
as it IB to raise a person from the abyss of ignorance to the pinnacle of 
knowledge, and to conduct a learner from the lowest plaoe of the low of defective 
understanding to the rank of highest of the high of perfection Howevei) 
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it occurs to me that between the Hebrew language and that of Europe there 
IB an unmeiLBe disagreement and huge difference Porbid it' that m this 
study thy uund and intellect should be altogether weaned out on account of 
its being altogether incompetent to comprehend and recollect it And in 
that case both my labor wiU be wasted and thy time lost ’ The Guest 
replied^ 'Whoever steps forward to acquire anytlmig must undoubtedly 
prepare himself to undergo hardships, and he who turns his face in the 
direction of the K’abah’ of his wish, must not thmk of the suffenng in the 
desert of tod, 

COUPLET 

When, in the hope to reach the R’liboh, m the dearrt thou dost tread, 

Arabia's thorn ‘ may hold thee back, but be not thou discomfited 

And I am so much m earnest in this resolve, that if every hair on my 
head became a thorn I would not turn my face from this enterprise , and 
though every eyelash on my eyelids were changed mto a lance 1 would not 
glance at any other business 

HEMMIICH 

He who would wiu a treasure must, as well, endure the toil 

And all suffenng that is endured m the pursuit of learning turns into 
enjoyment m the end, and the labor of the student is never tlirown away 
In this way that Hunter, by means of a shgbt mconvenience wbicb he 
submitted to for tho sake of learning, and by on insignificant service which 
he performed towards the wise, obtained complete affluence, and arrived 
from the narrow strait of want in the expanding plain of mdependence 
and abundance ' The Devotee asked, ' How was that ’ 

STOEY IV 

The Guest said, ‘ They have related that a poor man was practising a 
hunter's profession, and contenting himself with capturing birds and fishes, 
so passed his existence , and when employed in capturing fish, his whole 
frame became eyes, like a net , and when in pursuit of birds, he made a gm 
of every hair of his body 

HEMISTICH 

Nor bird, uor fish, could from his not escape 

One day he had set his not, and, with a thousand difficulties, had brought 
three birds into its vicinity, and ho himself was sitting in a place of ambush, 
waiting until he could secure the neck of those hapless birds in the mesh of 
his snare In the midst of this state he heard a noise of wrangling, and in 

' The black temple at Makkah Btudy is hero compared to the wearisome and 
dangerous pilgrimage of the Hajj 

* What the khdr-i maghatldn may exactly ho, I do not know The Dictionary merely 
says, ‘ a thorn diSerent from tho acacia ’ It is probably the same thorn, exceedingly sharp 
and strong, called in Africa the ‘Wait a bit’ thorn 
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iear lest the birds Bbould, by leasDii of liie aoiiiid, fly away, he issued from 
his ambuscade He then behdd two students, who were disputing on a 
point of law, and their discourse had ended m quarreling The Hunter 
besought them much, saying, ‘ Do not make a noise, that these birds may not 
he Beared away, and thus my labour lost 

HBMIBTIOH 

Breathe not a word, lest the net’s prey be scared ’ 

They retorted, ‘ If thou -wilt give us a share m the game, to each of us a 
bird, we will consent to thy request, and will not indulge m strife and angry 
vociferation ' The hunter replied, ‘Friends, 1 am a poor man with a family, 
nnd the food of several persona depends on these birds, and after you have 
earned off two birds, how shall I go home ’ and how shall I solace ten 
persons with one bird ' They answered, ‘ Thou art employed every day in 
this business, and it is a long time since wc have met with this sport It is 
altogether impossible that we should dispense with these birds Either wo 
wiU caU out so that the birds will fly away, or thou shalt agree to give 
each of us a bird, so that we may take them for our lecturer to sec, and give 
the other students of the college an entertainment ’ In vain the Hunter 
complamcd, saying, ' Your professor did not knit my net, nor did the hands 
of the students twist my cord I have not set my net in ground bequeathed 
for rehgious purposes , nor have I scattered gram as bait from the grananos 
of the college , nor am I bound by law to bestow upon you my game by way 
of thirds or two-thirds ’ All his words, however, had no effect , and at last 
he promised them the birds , which, having pulled the string, ho caught m 
the net Then ho commenced his entreaties and lamentations again, saymg, 

‘ Have pity upon me ' and shorten the hand of covetousness from 
carrying off these birds ’ They rephed, ‘ Cease these words and fulfil 
the promise thou hast made ' The hunter saw therc was no alternative, 
and gave each of them q bird He then said, ‘ Since, forsooth, I 
have submitted to your annoyance, and have presented you with gifts and 
somewhat to conciliate your good-wiU, teach me the word about which you 
were disputing , perhaps some day it may be of use to me ’ They rephed, 
'We were disputing about the word ‘ hermaphrodite,’ and were contending 
as to the nghts of inheritance of such a person ’ The hunter inquired. 
What IS the meaning of the term ' hermaphrodite ^ ’ They answered, ‘ In 
point of fact it means one who is neither male nor female ’ The Hunter 
stored up the word m his memory, and went home very much out of spirits 
and related to his family the circumstances, and they contented themselves 
With a scant repast, and so passed the night The next day, when the 
golden-pimoned bird of the sun came flying abroad from the nest of the 
horizon, and the silver-encrusted fishes of the stars, from dread of the cords 
of the solar rays, turned to flight on the expanse of heaven, 
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OOUPLET 

Haaven like a hunter, with a golden net, Did the gun, Hah-hkc, in ita meghea get, 

the old fisherman, having taken up his net, set off for the river’s side, and, 
with complete rehance on God, lot down the net mto the water Fate 
decreed that a fish of beautiful form and exquisite shape should be taken , 
such that the armorer, water, had never reared one clod in scales like it, 
and the eyes of mermen ’ never beheld in the expanse of waters on equal 
beauty * ; 

VBlUiB 

ItB belly clear a eilver whitenegs shewed. 

Bright os the fountain of the sun ita eye 
Chamcleon'liko, itg back witb colors gluu ed. 

Whoso varying tints would thought itsolf defy 

The fisherman was amazed at ita shape and appearance, and thought to 
himself^ ' In aU my life I never saw a fish hke this, nor gazed upon so 
splendid a prize My beat course is to carry it ahve to the Sultan as a free- 
will offenng, and by such a service get myself a great name among my 
fcUowB ' Hereupon, ho cast the fish into a vessel of water, and set off for 
the king's palace It so befell that, by the Sultan’s command, they had 
made m the royal garden in front of the palace, where the king was wont 
to sit, a hosm of marble and alabaster for a fountam, and had put m it 
vanouB kinds of fishes 

COUPlTT 

Fish of silver therein play , Golden rings their cars down weigli 

And they had set afloat a skift, shaped like a crescent, on the surface of 
that heaven-resemhlmg reservoir 

COUPLET 

Of aloe-wood a barque there too. Like orescent seemed m sky of blue 

Every day the monarch came to the brink of the basin to enjoy the sight, 
and was pleased with the sportive swimming of the fish and the movements 
of the vessel At that same time, too, 

COUPLET 

He gazed upon the water fair, Watihod moon and stars reflected there 

when aU at once the fisherman ^ came in, and offered to the king’s inspection 
that beautiful and exquisite fish The king was excessively pleased at 
the sight of the fish, and commanded them to give the Fisherman a thousand 


* finch I suppose to bo the meaning of mari/tim-i dbi, though the word does not occur 
IE the Dictionary 

* Z’uhaii, lit , ‘ doll,’ 'plaything ’ 

^ The word ^tydd is rather a difficult one to translate, as the class so desiraated aro at 
once flahermon, hunters, and fowll rs So the old man in the present story It seems odd 
to call him a fowler when flshmg, and a fisherman when patching birds 
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dinars One of the vaztrs who held a raiik, which allowed of hia tahuig 
a liberty, and an office which [permitted him to speak boldly, loosed tile 
ton^o of admonition and whispered to the king, 

OOOPIST 

‘ May thy clear heart a fountain be of light, And thy high fartunes no reproach innte I ’ 

Fishermen are numerous and the sea is full of fish if the king bestow a 
thousand dinits for every fish, neither will the gold m the treasuiy suffioe 
for it, nor will the revenues of the country he adequate It is a settled 
thmg, too, what the price of a fish ought to be, and how much one ought to 
give to a fisherman for a reward A present ought to he proportionate to 
merit, and a reward suitable to the service done 

COUPLET 

A tank that holds a hundred tons — no more, 

Admits not that two hundred should flow o’er ’ 

The king responded, ‘ I have promised him a thousand dinars , ond how 
can it be admissible to break that promise ^ ’ The vazfr rephed, ' I have a 
scheme for this, so that your promise shall not be broken, and too much 
money not be lost either My advice is, that you ask him whether this fish 
18 male oi female ’ If he says it is a male, wc wiU teU him to bnng a 
female, and ho will receive a thousand dinars And if he says it is a female, 
wc wiU say, ' Bring a male and take thy gold ' Of course he will be at a 
loss how to do this, and then having satisfied him with some tnfle, wo wiU 
acquire his goodwill ’ The king then turned to the Fisherman, and said, ‘ Is 
this fish a mole or a female ’’ The old Fisher was a man of csperieucc, and a 
cunning fellow. Ho guessed what the secret intention of the king and the 
vaztr was by that question, and sent dowm the diver of thought into the sea 
of deliberation, to sec how he could sccuie the pearl of an answer, which he 
could place on the tray of representation At last that same word which 
the day before he had learned of the students flashed across his mind He 
answered, ‘ 0 king ' asylum of the world ' this fish is a hermaphrodite, that 
IS to say, it IS neither male nor female ' The sultan was much pleased [at 
this rejoinder], rebuked the vazi'rforhis scheme, and adding another thousand 
bestowed two thousand dinars on the Fisherman, and made bim one of his 
special favorites and counsellors 

And the lesson to be drawn from this story is, that the Fisherman by one 
word which he committed to memory, and through the two buds with which 
he obliged the students, obtained two thousand dinars, and was honored with 
the sultan's favor , wherefore no loss accrues from toil after learning, and 
from waiting on learned men Moreover the wise have said, 

> Here 10 Ml equivoque on lor sail, 'fortunate head,’ and saj tiwinA, ‘reproof 
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VEBSE 

Got learning, that thou majoat honored ho , 

Man la worth noug'ht,* of learning when boreit, 

Knowledge wiU raiae thy fortiino and degree 
From the remotcet Ime where ahoca ore left,* 

To the mid-Lircle of the companv ’ 

The Devotee said, 'Now that thou importuneat me, and art resolved to 
traverse the road of inquiry m the desert of study with the step of labor, 
I, too, as far as is attainable, will import instruction and communicate 
knowledge , and will not omit a particle m causing thee to understand 
questions and m making clear the rules ’ The Gtucst betook himself to that 
study, and passed a considerable tune in learning the Hebrew language 
Hia mind, however, was in no wise disposed to be a recipient of that tongue, 
and was altogether devoid of capacity for comprehending its subtleties 
The more instruction ho received, his skill m the practice of it became less , 
and, however much he planted the saphng of instruction in the garden of 
thought, the more the frmt of disappomtment increased on the branch of 
hope 

COUPLET 

Unaided from the store of hearonly grace. 

No toll avails, no vishtd-for thing tahoh place 

One day the Devotee said to him, ‘Thou hast undertaken a difficult 
matter, and hast hud on thy mind a huge weight Thy tongue will not 
speak fluently in this dialect, and thy intellect is not suited to this tongue 
llelinquish this design, and set nut thy foot in a plam which is not proper 
for thy equitation 

STANZA 

For that, ^\hich tliou hvuo mediis p’er canst wm. 

To WiiAtf thv hfp in vaiu attomptM, were shame 
List tt) the sapf 8' counsel, nor bo^n 

A course, if thou canst ne’er conclude the same 

To ^ve up the tongue of ones progenitors, and to toil at a language 
and business opposite to that of one's ancestors is far removed fiom the 
path of rectitude The Guest repbed, ‘ Imitation of the dead in their 
errors and ignorance is the very extreme of servility and fatuity, and 
in this matter I ■will not imitute any one, nor will I quit the road of nght 
investigation, for imitation is the noose of the torments of devils, and nght 
investigation the guide of the paths of sincerity and truth And the 


^ Pishlz^ * a ileh scale also ‘ a small coin ’ 

^ This I take to be the meaning of aa^-i md’laf It is well known that Onenbala on 
entering a room leave their shoes or slippers Some of the lowest damcstica are left to take 
care of these, and form the outside of the company, which goes on by regular ranks till the 
upper centre is reached, where the chief personage is 

2 \ 
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Teoondite aaymg, ‘ Verily uie found our fathers praetising a reliyion,^ is a 
rebuke to the children of the play-ground of imitation that they should come 
from the perilous place of doubt into the stronghold of conviction, and guze 
with the eye of certamty on the bnUioncy of the hght, ‘ He dweeteth whom 
Se pleaseth into the right way ’ * 

BISTICHS 

Whose sight base unitatiou does not mar,’ 

Sees in the light of truth all things that are 
There is between the mimicked and the true, 

The differcnte of the * voice and echo too 
'Tib imitation that has ruined men, 

Two hundred cutrcs rest upon it then ' ' 

The Devotee said, ‘ I have done my duty in advising thcc, and I fear that 
the end of this struggle will issue in legict, and now thou art able to speak 
in the European language, aud can disccursc in the dialect of thy wife and 
kindred It is probable that if thou art continually repeating Hebrew phrases, 
the practice of this language will be hidden horn thee, and thou wilt lose the 
other language too Thus thy case will resemble that of the Crow that tiied 
to learn the gait of the mountain-partridge and so forgot his own ’ The 
Guest asked, ‘ How was that 


RTOllY V 

The Devotee said, ‘ They have i elated that one day a Crow was flying 
and saw a partridge, which was walkmg gracefully on the ground, and with 
that sweet step and graceful gait enchanted the hooit of the lookei-on 

COUrLET 

Thy graceful gait bare olf at once my heart, in raptuiouH ecstasy. 

With witehing step appioifli onee more, that I mav shed mj life for thee 

The Crow was pleased with the gait of the partndgo, and amazed at its 
symmetrical movcinenta, and agility and eldstieity The dchire of walking m 
the same manner fixed itself lu his mind, and Irom the core of his heart, the 
insane longmg to step proudly, after the same fascinating fashion, made its 
appearance He forthwith girt his loins in attendance on the partridge, and 

' Kiir'kn, n xliii 21, Mar 22, Sale, p 3b2, 1 14 ‘And they sav, If the Merciful 
hadplcoaed, we had not worshipped them Tuey hav( no knowledge herein they only utter 
a vain he Have we given thim a bonk of revelations befoie this , and do they keep the 
same in their custody l But they say, If only wo found our fathers practising arohgion, 
and we ore guided in their footsteps ' 

“Kur’kn, FI ii 136, Mur 113,>SaIe, p 16,1 IS ‘The foolish men will say, what hath 
turned them from their Kehlah, towards wliuh they formerly prayed > Say, Unto God 
belongeth the east and the west he directeth whom he pleaseth into the right way ' 

’ Lit , ‘ Ho, who beyond the cnrtain of imitation has sprung ' 

‘ I confess myself qmte unable to translate these lines I have no idea what J 
means, snd the dictionanes supply no information 
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abandoning xleep and food, gave himself up to that arduous occupation, and 
kept oontinuallj’ running in the traces of the partridge, and gazing on its 
progress 

COUPLET 

' 0 partridge ’ on thou proudly eteppobt with a sweet enchanting grace , 

Halting and lame I follow after, ever limping on thy trace ’ 

One day the partridge said, ‘ 0 crazy, black-faced one ' I observe that 
thou art ever hovering about me, and art always watching my motions 
What IS it that thou dost want The Crow replied, ' 0 thou of graceful 
manners and sweet smiling face ' 

COUPLET 

Thy step has rohbed me of my heart, and now I thee pursuing, 

Search on and an lamenting, and my lost heart vainly ruing 

Know that having conceived a desire to Icam thy gnit, I have followed 
thy steps for a long time past, and wish to acquire thy manner of walking, 
in order that I may place the foot of pre-eminence on the crown of the head 
of my fellows ’ The partndgo uttered a merry laugh, and said, ‘ Alack ' 
alack ' 

HEMISnCH 

Ah me' how great the gulf ’twixt thee and me ' ' 

My walking gracefully is a thing implanted in me by nature, and thy style 
of going IS equally a natural characteristic Nothing can obliterate natural 
dispositions, and no pains can alter the inherent bent My going is in one 
way, and tliy mode nf pioreduio is quite anolber 

IIPjriSTICH 

hchold fioin ulicro to where* our roads diverge' * 

Leave off this tancy and relinquish this idea 

HlMIHTini 

Cca-sc ' for this how suite not thy arm to draw ' 

The Crow replied, ‘ The commencement fot ces ’ Since I have plunged into 
the affair, no idle stones shall make me give it np , and until T grasp my 
wiahed-for ohjeef, I will not turn back from this road 

COUPLET 

We have the ship of patience launched on the strong sea of pain , 

And we vnll perish there or win the jewel we would gain ’ 

So the unfortunate Crow for a long time ran after the partndge, and 
having failed to learn his method of going, forgot his own too, and could in 
nowise recover it 

And I have adduced this story m order that thou mayest know that thou 
hast undertaken a fruitless task, and ait using unavailing efforts And they 

' Lit , ‘ Where art thou and where are we ’ ' 

> This IS the Ist line of the 6th Ode of Hhfir, p 36, lithographed edition 

2 S 2 
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hare said that the most fatuous of creatures is he that plunges into a thing 
unfitted to his nature and unamted to his degree , and this affidr has, in point 
of fact, exactly the same character as thy leaving the baker's business and 
embarking in agriculture, and m the end the clue of both things having 
escaped from thy hand, thou hast been left in the gnef of exile and the 
calamity of fncndlessnes 

COUPLET 

I said, I would my life surrender, that I might that meeting gain, 

I gave my life, but in the end I could that meeting not obtain ’ 

The Guest would not meet the advice of the Devotee with acceptance, and 
in a short time forgot the language of his fathers, and failed to learn Hebrew 

HEMISTICH 

That from him alippcd, and this ho failed to grasp ' 

This is the story of one who quits his own profession and undertakes a 
thing which does not suit him, and this chapter is closely connected with the 
caution and prudence requisite in kings Thus eveiy ruler who wishes to 
sway with a vigorous hand his kingdom, and to whom the tranquillity of his 
subjects, and the promotion of his friends, and the extermination of his 
enemies, are desirable obj'ects, will think it nght to give the minutest atten- 
tion and consideration to these matters Such a king will not suffer a 
worthless and naturally incompetent person to contoBt precedence with those 
of a noble and pure nature, Tor mony low people fancy themselves rival 
competitors of the expenenced cavaliers of the field of honor, and in the 
exercising ground of competition' consider their own lagging camon as 
equal m the race with the lightning-paccd Burak of the others’ spirit, while 
in point of fact, if they tiaveled by relays, they would not so much as come 
up with the dust that their more noble competitors raise 

COUPLET 

How the hnglit goblet of Jamahid ahall earthen cups to rival try ’ 

Though decked in pearls^ and rubies it their worthless boiists may still defy 

Wherefore the observation of this precodencp in the rules of administration 
IS of the highest importance, and if, which God forbid ' the difference of 
ranks disappear from among the rulers of men, and the lowest £it in the 
same scale with the mediocre, and these latter put themselves on an equality 
with the noblest, the awe of royalty is impaired, and intcriuption and 
disturbance appear m the royal administration of affairs On this account 
former kings used to take care that men of low nature and origin should 
acquire learning and the art of writing, and know questions in accounts and 


' I am doubtful of this meaning of kafdf 

2 One MS , for hidurr 4 /’at, reads h%daur~i faf, the ciiculation of the wine ’ 
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uumerEtion, because that should this custom come to pieTBol, that men of 
busmess should enter the cu'cle of the great, while great men would be unable 
to transact the operations of men of business, the ill effects thereof would of 
course be all-pervading and widely spread Thus the means of support of 
high and low would bo absolutely interrupted, and in consequence of these 
ciroumstancies retardation would take place in affairs, and in the course of time 
the effect thereof would be apparent Wherefore it behoves a sensible man to 
think it incumbent to preserve the sections ot the admonitions of the 'Wise, 
and the advice of the sage, in order that having reaped the advantage of their 
beneficial influence, the fruits of expeneuce may be made available for his 
career in life, and his transactions may remain preserved and safe from the 
imputation of faultmess, and the brand of neglect 

VERSE 

Him in the worli thoii mayest call truly wise, 

AVhosc car heeds counsel and heart subtleties 
W ords are like pearls, the speakers they who dive , 

Ere they win princely gems they long must strive , 

In those dark shills so hardly brought to hght. 

Lies many a pearl with secret wisdom bright 
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CHAPTEB XII 

OF THE EXCELLENCE OF MILDNESS, AND CALMNESS, AND TRAN- 
QUILLITY, AND COMPOSURE, ESPECIALLY IN KINGS 

inthoddciion 

Again the august king of kings turned to the illustrious sage, and in a 
atjle sweetly eloquent, 

courtur 

Said, euloguing him, ‘ 0 matchless sage ' Ne’er was thy equal witnessed by this nge 

Thou hast narrated the story of one who having turned from the profession 
and language of his forefathers, betook himself to a thing unsuited to his 
condition and unconformahle to his hahits, and for whom, after that the 
object of his desire had been hid fiom the eye of hit intention, return to has 
original business hceame inipossihle 

MUMIBTICU 

III y 11 Ids up this. Olid that eludes hia hands 

Xow relate what are the most admirable qualities in kmgs, and which are 
most closely connected with the wcllarc of the State, and the continuance of 
fortune, and stahihty of affairs, and the eoncdiation of hearts ^ And I have 
seen m the Tweltth Precept that it behoves monarihs to make mildness the 
ornament of then career, and paticucc the principal of their deahngs Yet I 
am in doubt whether mildness be a preferable quality for kmgs, or generosity 
or valor’ Do thou, with thy sagacity which solves diffioultiofi, undo the 
knot of the string of this probfem, and with thy judgment, which points out 
the right, elucidate m the best possible way the mystery of this question ’ ' 

VEBSE 

When the sage teacher heard this question, he 
The door of wisdom's trennury set wide. 

And said, ‘ 0 Khusrau ' sway and fortune be 
Ever, os now, with thy command allied ' 

Know that the most praiseworthy characteristic and approved quality, 
whence both the person of kmgs will inspire awe and be moat respected, and 
whence, too, as well soldiers as other subjects, will be made to feel content, is 
mildness and good-nature And from the verse, ‘ If thou hadst hem eevere 



cEAi’11.11 III nriBosircTioN. 


551 


and hvrd-hearted, ihey had su/rely separated themselves from about thee,' ' and 
from the words, tending to viitue, of the Sultan of the throne of prophecy and 
the felicitous lord of the empire of glory f On him be the choicest benedictions of 
those who pray ' J it la to be undeistood that happiness in this world and what 
we hope for in tho next are the consequents of mildneaa and good-nature 
Thus it IS said,^ ‘ Of the happiness of man ia excellence of disposition, and the 
meek man is all but becoming a projihet ’ And as to those throe qualities, of 
winch the king is enamoured, it is better that he should know to which 
to give the preference All three are requisite, hut valor is not always 
requiied, and in a whole life theie may be but once a necessity for its display 
hut generosity and mildness arc always wanted , whoretore these too are 
bettei thaniolor Again, the advantages of generosity are restricted to a 
certain class, and it is only a paiticular body of mdividiiala who can share 
in the heiieflts of the royal bounty On the other hand, small and great 
stand in need of iiiildness, and tlic blessings of good temper extend to high 
and low, the civilian and the soldier Wherefore it follows, as a matter of 
course, that mildness is supenoi to the other urtue 

vniisE 

He IS, in truth, the lest of human rnee, 

Who aje maintains a mild and kindly mood 
Man G goodness is not m the cliaims of face, 

The temper's snoetnesG is his fount of good 

And a sage has said, ‘ Were there between mo and aU mankmd but a 
single hair, and all ol them unanimously tried to break it, it would be 
impossible that it should bnak , biiause if they lett it slack I would tighten 
it, and if they pulled it tight I would slacken it In other words, the 
perfection of my rnddiiess and scope of my foigiving nature arc of such extent 
that I can live at jjeace with all mankind, and ran put up with the vulgar 
and the learned, the innocent and the criminal 

COOPUET 

While he pursues Uis stilish ends, his eords around me rest , 

If he wall not obey iny will, I’ll follow bis behest ’ 

And be it known, that graaity and composure are a more graceful ornament 
of kings, and meekness and endui ante a better decoration for the rulers of 
the world [than generosity or courage], because the commands of princes are 
absolute 03 to the life and goods and landed property of mankind, and their 
directions to do or not to do a tiling prevail without restriction over the 

' Kur'kn, FI iii 153, JIar 160, Sale, p 60, 1 14 ‘And as to tho mercy wanted 
unto the disohednnt flora Ood, thou, 0 Muhammad ' hast been mild towards themf but if 
thou hadst been levere and hard-hearted, they had surely separated themselves from about 
thee ’ See also p 2 of this translation, note 7, where this verae is quoted, and where by a 
misprint the page of Sale is given as 30 for 60 

“ Lit , ‘ as he said ’ 
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lowest and the highest, and the mean and the great Wherefore, if their 
dispositions are not adorned with mildness and conscientiousness, it is 
poBSihlc that hy a single harsh act they may estrange the minds of a whole 
nation, and by a rash and precipitate deed chafe and displease the whole 
world, and thus many hvcs and possessions will faU into the place of 
destruction and alienation 

ailATRAIN 

Kach order given by a rcigmng hing. 

Should after long reflection he expressed , 

For it may be that endless woes niU spring, 

From a command he paused not to digest 

And li a king wash from the face of the age the dust of want with the 
watir of generosity, or consume with the fire of valor the harvest of the life 
oi the hostile , yet, if he have no share of tlic stock of mildness, he will, by a 
Billie act of tyranny, make turbid the toimtam of bountifulness, and by one 
violent deed raise up a thousand mortal enemies While, on the other hand, 
if he fall short in the matter of generosity, and be slack m the field of 
courage, he may still conciliate his peo))le and hia armies by courtesy and 
hlandncBs, and hy his mildness and amiability, and by these ij^uahties bind 
men to loyalty and chain them to his service 

VFHSr 

’T lb best thy fare be Binding as the ro'^c, 

That through all park thy name spread fragrautly 
Mankind will look with favor upon those 
WTio gild the world with their humanity 

And together with mildness, a kiug must have a share, also, of dignified 
composure, tor mildness without firmness is not devoid of fault Thus if one 
endure many annoj ,inccs , and manliest, in the most extreme degree, the 
quality of patient 0, it it conelude in precipitancy and terminate m rash 
and inconsiderate action, all those instances of long-suffcnng will be wasted, 
and he will be unsuccessful 

COUrLET 

Bp thtiU in tlic path of patienpo ever stable as a rock, 

He who shows thp most compoaure will he freeat, too, from ahock 

It behoves a king, too, at the time of showing mildness, not to sufi'or 
himself to bo swayed by his inclinations, and at the time of anger not to 
allow himself to listen to tho tempter, for rage is a torch of the devil’s file, 
and a branch, the fruit of which is chagrin and repentance Mildness is one 
of tho qualities of tlie prophets , and rage a canme passion and one of the 
temptations ot the evil one It is agreed, too, among men of profound 
wisdom and those possessed of true piety, that until a person has got the 
mastery over anger, he cannot reach the rank of the just It is also 
written in the remarkable sayings of the w'lsc, that they made representation 
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to an eminent personage, saying, ‘ Express in one word the various hranohes 
of a good moral nature, that it may be the easier to grasp it ’ He responded, 
'Tofoisake anger comprehends all virtuous qualities and excellent disposi- 
tions, and to allow wrath its free course, includes aU reprehensible acts and 
diBgracetul deeds 

DIBTICHS 

Anger and spite to brutes and beasts belong, 

Class then the wrathful with the bestial throng 
Thy anger springs from hell — is a part so 
Of that dread whole, and of mankind’s arch-foo 
Art thou a portion then of hell > — Beware ' 

For parts to wholes, by nature's laws, repair 

And moreover it must be known tbat tbe requirement that a king has of 
a vazfr who is able to give him perfect advice, and of a prudent and eminent 
counsellor, is m order that, if the pnde of power and the haughtiness of regal 
sway should lead him aside from the path of mildness and clemency, his 
nght-cQunaelhng vazir, having brought him back by advice to the path of 
rectitude, may cause him to tread firmly in the road of calmness and com- 
posure , and having by the antidote of admonition destroyed the tendency to 
swerve from justice, may bestow on him the quality of stability in the way of 
safety, that by the bestowal of the grace of the Creator, and the happy 
influence of mildness and composure, and the loyalty of the counsels and 
purity of the intentions of his fortune-bringing vazir, he may bo successful 
and triumphant in all his affairs and that in whatever direction ho may turn, 
victory and conquest may he his cumpunions and attendants, and fortune and 
success his aiders and assistants And if on some occasion ho should issue 
his commands in any affair m accordance with his passions, and m obedience 
to his deceitful lusts, and deliver a decree without reflection and sure thought, 
and not accoiding to foresight aud prudence, then by the clear judgment of 
such a faithful mimstcr the evil of his injustico may he alleviated, and the 
remedy of the confusion, and reparation of the error may not remain m the 
area of unpossibihty, as was the case in the contest of the Krug of Hmdustin 
with his tnhe ’ The world-adoming king asked, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 


STOBY I 

The Brahman said, ‘ They have related that m one of the countries of 
Hindustan there was a king by name Hilar, possessed of immense treasures 
and hidden stores and wealth and money without end 

COUPLET 

Hia spear tbat fostered wealth was of his realm and tribe the guard. 

His victory-spreading sabre took, the faith, the woild itself, in ward 
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And lie was distinguished from the piinces of his time by a vanety of 
iHufitnous actions, and was conspicuous among successful rulers by many 
glorious deeds He had two sons, such that the bnght sun borrowed splendor 
from thfir radiant comitcnanccs, and the shining moon moved distractedly 
in the field ui (lie sky at the beauty of their cheeks, and the delicate grace of 
their fates One with statuiclike an oirow drew towards himself, like the 
horns ot a how, Ihf ([uadngcsunal fasters of the cornels of pilgrimage,* and 
the other, Mitli ringlets like the chains of the demented, brought to the 
Hick-bcd ot su/I'ering the linilis of those who tore their hair At sight of the 
symmetiical stature, delightful to the heart, of the one, the straight cypress 
had its foot plunged iii clay through amazement, and from jealousy of the 
fascmatiiig iiiovemcuts of the otlier, the mountain-partridge forgot its own gait 

COUPLFT 

'I'liiB like the tulip, with its flhming face 
And, rosc-tike, that difliiscd iittraetiTo grace 

And togctlier with comehness of form, they were also adorned with 
ciotllcnce of manners, and they decked the young plant of their beauty with 
the flowcis of goodness and perfection Then outward form was exceeding 
graceful, and their inner nature excessively enehantmg 

( OOrLFT 

Nc 'fr did hcavin's eje biuh forms, bu( h souls too, find , 

Praisnd bo their form, and vet more praised their mind ' 

They culled one 8uliail-i Yumanf, and the other ilah-i Xhutanf,' and their 
mother, 'Iiaii-duldit, was a ravishing beauty, in envy of whose deheate cheek 
the bnde of the sun was hiddcu bthind tlie veil of inquietude, and from 
shame at whose falling ringlets the curhng hyacinth was writhing and 
in folds 

vrnsr 

A beauty, graced with pui ted, curling hair , 

A hundred nmoroiis eigus her Ioto eiprnts 
Her ehnek — the rose and violet minglo there,- 
The violet keeps the rote m safe duresse 
From ling of purest musk her locks flow loose. 

And on the sun’s ncik cast their glittering noose 

The king's heart was excessively attached to this incomparable gem, and 
bound in affection to those two peeiless sons and without the sight of their 
beauty, the repose of his mind and the joy of his bosom were lost Moreover 
he had a vazi'r wdiom they calh'd Jlnl,lr, and the meaning of this word in 
their language is ' Auspicious face ’ And he was a sage illnstnous for the 


' That IS, ' of those who came to see him 
^ That IS, ‘ Canopus of Arabia,' and ‘ Moon of Tktary ’ 
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Bolidity of lus uiiderstaEdmg, and famed and celebrated for the accuracy of 
hiB judgment The proofs of his sagacity and experience, and the testimonies 
of hia acuteness and attachment, were clearly displayed upon the face of his 
actions and the forehead of all ho did, and the tokens of his sincerity and 
loyalty, and the happy influences of lus special goodness and zeal to give 
satisfaction, were evident and conspicuous in his virtuous efforts and intense 
and glorious labors The tongue of the age used to chant the praises of his 
perfection after this manner, and sought to attain the delineation of a trifling 
portion of the laudation duo to his worth and greatness with these couplets, 

VEUsr 

0 Asif ' ttinu, in nrliose aasomblv bigb, 

Ilruvnn'fl rhanccllor of small account ■would he 
And wIllto the huej pen thy writers ply, 

E en Meicur) 'a unrejchcd hy fate’s detreo ' 

And the king’s private scctctiu y, whose name as Eamil, was a penman such 
that the planet Meroury' would bo unable to draw the how of bis desenp- 
tion, and the eelcstul amanuensis could not, with Ibe step of consideration, 
mount the ladders of lus edifices Thou wouldcst saj' that his leed, clothed 
in elegance, was the magazine of the set lets of cloijuence, and the noise 
ot bis pen, marked with ingenuity, was the da-wning-placc of the lights of 
rhetone Every pr ail of reasoning nliitli lie perforiited with the diamond of 
reflection was strung Ly the aiianger of lus jieuetratmg intellect on the 
string of lucid words and elegant expressions, and every com of truth that 
he weighed with the balance ot debberatiou, the bicker of bis right-judging 
thought submitted with perfect iccoiuniendation and lomplete description to 
the inspection of the [lurchaseis of the bi/ar of subtlety 

HTSN/ V 

His speerh Tvitti Boiil-uxpandiiig grnsi; was fraught , 

TliL atructurea of hib pen btulo hcaiU ii'juicb, 

Hiis rce(] to utUT such sweet snuuds he taug-ht, 

As put to shame the parrot of the voice 

And for his own especial nding the king bad a white elephant, which was 
wont to hasten into the battle-field like the world- tiaversmg wind, and to pierce 
■with his rock-crushing tusks the bosom of stony-hearted mountains Iron is 
ever hidden m mountains, hut it, reversing the usual order of things, was a 
mountain hidden in iron , and hills are ever quiescent m one place, and 
destitute of pillars, but he, contiary to custom, was amoving mountain on 
four pillars 


‘ This idea is evidently borrowed from the Hindu notion that Vnhaspatih, ‘ the planet 
Jupiter,’ IS the preceptor of the Gods So Mercury is here' called fate’s registrar 

^ Here IS ui unrotamahle equivoque Th means ‘ arrow,’ as well as ‘the planet Mercury ’ 



556 


AJfvlfl-l SUIIAILI , OU, THE LIBHIS OF CANOI'US 


V£H8E 

His head, vcmulian-pamtLd, ruhhed the sky, 

Twill g'ht aaaumcd from it a pinky huo , 

Ills trunk, like to u lasso, circling flew, 

It seemed a dragon foU'n from mountain high , 

His feet were hugo,* and temhle to view, 

'Neath them the trampled earth to finest powder grew 

He had also two other elephants of very majestic size, like the mountain 
Alvand'* ui the hugeness of their Lunbs With their trunks, like bats in the 
game ot chnugin, they drove the heads of rebels like balls along the field, 
and with their column-rescmtiling fore-feet they crushed the necks of the 
refiHctory Their crystol-liko tusks biought forth spouts of coral from the 
hi easts of the king's foes, and with their ivory pickaxos tlioy displayed from 
the muies of the bodies of enemies heaps of rubies of Badakhshan 

VEHSE 

Clouds they, whose drops the points of daggers ore , 

Tiiwers, but their ramparts are the ranks of war 
The tusk of this, in Mars’ heart fixbd fast. 

That’s truuk, like lasso, o’er the Pleiads cast 

Moreover he had two dromedancs which could traverse mountains and 
sandy plams, and which in one night could cross a whole clime, nay, in a 
single instant could measure with their feet a world They shewed with their 
necks and cars the exact resemblance of a bow and arrow, and exhibited 
with their fore-feet and breasts the similitude of a mace and shield At the 
time of running they made the surface of the e’lrth appear like a shield, and 
when traveling they bore off with their feet, which resembled the bat m the 
game of chaugin, the hull of precedence from the swift-paced courser of the 
moon 

eOUPLFT 

Sand-croMing, hill-rcscmbling, they, content at heart, still onward sped , 

Till mom each night they earned loads , all day upon the thorn they fed 

Besides these ho had a fleet-paced, fiery steed, with silver hoofs and bridle 
of gold , which, when his reins were slackened, outstnpped the world- 
traversmg moon , nor could the earth-crossing north-wind come near’ the 
dust whioh it raised Thus, so long as the bay courser of the sky has circled 
round the globe of earth, none hod ever beheld the equal of that steed, and 
while piebald time has travci'sed the space of ages, no one hud ever heard 
of such a horse 


‘ Lit , ‘ Lttrgf 06 o 'shield ' 

- A high mouiitam ueai Hamtid^ 
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VUXiE 

Sky-ciitling, and earth-traversing, that horse 
Drank water at the fountain of the sun , 

Each tune that, bathed in sweat, it ran its course. 

Ham-showers fell and lightning 'twist them shone , 

And when it hastened to the battle-field, 

A bundled breezes to its pace must yield 

And he had a award adorned witli jewels and emheUiahed with prerioua 
pearla One would have said that they had studded a blade ot grass with 
drops of dew, or adorned a sheet of blue sky with royal pearls The black 
marks of its original high temper, looked on its diamond blade, like the feet 
of ants, and on its blue-enameled surface the wings of flies were exhibited 
It was not a sword, it was rather a cloud that showered blood or flery- 
flaahmg lightning 

VEBSl. 

'T IS like a vcidant leaf in greenness, yet 
A branch of Arghwfin iii war’s orchard is 
ITiJ in the stream the lotus' haves arc set, 

A lotus that has water in’t is this ’ 

The king’s heart was wholly bound up with these things that have been 
mentioned, and he always boasted of supenonty in aU these posscsBions over the 
monarohs of all the countiics of Hind Now there were in his kingdom a 
number of Hiahmans, who logaided themselves as the followers of Brahma, 
and acknowledged his piophct and chose to turn aside from the ttuo faith 
and the right way, and caused people to stray in the waste of eiTor and the 
gulf of Ignorance However much King Hilar ’ bade them desist from 
misleading and deeeivmg hia subjects, tliey, unheeding his rebuke, did not 
forsake that reprehensible habit At last the aflair came to this, that the 
king, through religious zeal and in defence of the faith, slew nearly twelve 
thousand of them Their houses he gave up to be plundered, and their 
wives and children he led into captivity But four hundred persona of the 
number who were adorned with tlie accomplishments of science, and were 
gifted with a vaiioty of knowledge, Lo made to wait on the imjieiial throne 
These, agamst their will, having girt the waist of service, traveled the rood 
of obedience, and watched for on opportunity of revenge and a chance for 
wreaking their vengeance One night the king was reposing “ on the 
couch of enjoyment, when he heard seven terrible voices Through dread of 
these he awoke, and fell into thought and reflection In the midst of this, 
sleep agam overpowered him, and m a dream he beheld two red fishes, from 


1 The editions have here, by a tj pograplucal error, Sildr for Hilar, which, os will he 
seen by the beginning of the storj, was the king's name 

For the maaKyhal hud, one MS reads l^uftah biid, which I should prefer, os more 
applicable to sleep 
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the hnghtiiess ot winch the eyes were dazzled, stand on their tails and call 
to him, Uravo * Again he awoke and entered into a long tram of thought, 
and then went to sleej) once more A second time he saw two ducks of 
various colors, and a large goose, which flew after him and at last alighted 
before him and began to utter benedictions Again he awoke, and remaining 
bewildfrcd at what had occurred, once more slumbered, and saw a green 
snake ■« ith 3 1 flow and white spots, winding about his leg, and that ugly 
serpent was twisting itself on that branch of sandal-wood The king awoke 
in terror, and was sad at those strange spcetacles which he had beheld m the 
curtain of fancy Again the genius of sleep drawing him hy degrees, bore 
him off (d the world of di earns Tins time he beheld that he was bathed 
from head to foot m blood, like a branch of coral, and, as it were, adorned from 
top to toe in rubies of Dadiiklish.in and precious stones of a red color The 
king awoke and began to be porrnwtiil, and wished to call to one of the 
ofliceiH of the seraglio, — suddenly, sleep overcame him, and he belield that 
he was mounted on a swift white mule, which, like leaping lightning, 
crossed over miiunlaiiis and yit ivas easy-paced as dear life itself It speraed 
as if he turned the leins ot his steed towards the east, and sped on alone 
However much he looked about hint, he sqav none of his attendants, save two 
chamberlains,' and tin se on foot ITom (head of this oeiiirrence, ho started 
up trom sleep om p more , and then the sivth time relapsed into slumber 
Ho then saw a fire which wms kindled on the top of his head, and the flames 
of which cm ompassed all qnaileis I'Tom beholding this circurastuncp he 
awoke agiUTi, tcrnllpd Tlie seventh time falling insensible fiom the wine of 
sleep, he saw a bird, which jioiched on his head and pecked the crown of 
it with its beak This time the king uttered a shout, such that the 
attendants round about the royal ehamher raisi-d cnes, and bome of them 
rushed aghast to the toot of his bed The king re-assured them and sent 
them awmy, and from dismay at those deadly dreams, he, like a serpent 
whose tail has been cut oft, or a snake-hittcn man, continued writhing m 
anguish, and kept saying to himself, ‘What strange variety of horrid sights 
was this which the pen of orani|Hitenee caused to nso up ' and what 
troops of calamity wcie tliese which poured forth one upon another ' 

cuiri FT 

Before one tumult reases, others rise , Upstart new horrors, ere (he first one dies 

Ah me ' to whom can I reveal the nature of these occurrences ’ and what 
sage can I invoke to solve tins difficulty ^ Whom can I make the confidant 
of these secrets ^ and with what person can I hazard the throw" of relating 
this story ^ 


^ FarrdJih^ lit , ' cRjpet-apreadei^ ' 
* aVflrrf, lit ‘dire,’ 'draii^'hti' 
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UEHISTICH 

To wLoid can I tliia pan^ confide, of whom demand the cure®' 

In short, -vritb a thousand suffmngs he puased that night till the dawn of 
day, and was complaining of gloomy night tor its tardy progress and its 
length, and exclaimed, 

veuse 

‘ If thou, 0 night ’ art not the judgmtnt-day, 

'Whprotore brood o’er me giieioua as in death > 

0 mom ' why lox my heart with long delay ? 

Ah ' breathe, if still thou hast the power of breath ' ' 

Thus he continued till the time when the theik of bnght morning began 
to shine from the curling rmglelb of dark night, and the perfumed taper of 
the sun began to bi visible in the expanse of the azure sky in place of the 
ambergns-hiied tapestry of darknesH 

COIIPLPI 

The hiaiu of eaith, stortlicd by tlu sedar lliimo, 

From slumbei to the whirl of frenzy came 

As soon as the hand of I’l ovidence removed the veil of darkness from 
before the beauty of the world-illuminatuig day, and the monarch of the 
planets took his seat on tlie eiumuled thione of the sky, and conveyed to the 
ears of mortals the proclamation of justice-di.s])rnsing light,' tho king arose 
and summoned tho Brahmans, who weie solvers of difficulties and peifect in 
the science of tho mteqirctation of di earns Then, without pondering on the 
consequences, ho related to them, m the miinnir he had beheld thtm, .lU his 
dreams The Brahmans having lieaid these tcriiblr circumstances, and seeing 
the marks of feai and dismay on tlie eouuteiuuK e of the king, replied, 'These 
visions arc portentous, and duimg the lapse of time no one has ever beheld 
dreams of such horror, nor has the eai ot any interpretei of dicams li, stoned 
to such an account as fhiLS If the king wiU giant us pernussion we wiU 
consult together and refer to books which have been written on the art of 
intcrpietmg visions, and will considci Ihereof with the must careful scrutiny 
Then haviug represented the intorpictation with accuracy, we will devise a 
plan for aveitmg the mjury and evil 

COCPLEr 

The wi?e man all he sayfi will ponder well. 

But fools are indiscreet in what they till ' 

The king gave them permission, and they, issiiing from his presence, held 
a private meeting , and fiom the foulness of their minds and the impurity 
of their thoughts, began to agitate the cham of revenge, and said to one 


I 'When the king mounts his throne in public, the crier announies that the royal court 
]£ opened for the administration of Justice In the same way, light is dispensed when tho 
Bun takes bis scat on the throne of the sky Suih is the companson 
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another, ‘This cruel tyrant has hut lately slain several thousands of our 
tnbo, and given to tho wind of spoliation our goods and wealth To-day we 
have got hold of a clue, by means of which we may wreak ' our spite on 
him, and remedy and alleviate the distress of our affairs And since he has 
mode us his confidants m this matter, and has placed confidence in our 
interpretation and representation, we must not let slip the opportunity, nor 
make a long dilay in exactmg retaliation 

COUPLET 

Our foL' i« with the pangs of gripf oppreat, 

Upon him then ' ^ and think the moment hirst 

Our best course is to speak boldly in this matter and tomfy him with 
the strongest threats, and say, ' These visions are a proof that seven great 
penis, such that there is mortal danger in each, are to come The means of 
averting these evils is as follows that they should kill with the sword of 
high temper a number of the Pillars of the State and of the ministers of the 
king, and of those animals on which he is wont to nde, and pour their blood 
into a laver, and lot the king sit ior a time in that blood, and we will breathe 
spells over him, and will rub some of the blood upon his body Afterwards 
having washed his person with pure w'ator, we will anoint him with unguents, 
and will hung him hack to his court safe and free fiom care ’ ’ Then 
after that, by this stiatagcm, wo have destroj’rd his nearest attendants, 
m tho lapse of time, when ho is alone, we will settle his business Thus, 
though during these days, the foot of our heart has been wounded by the 
thorn of his injuiics, still there is hope that we shall pluck the rose of 
our desire with the hand of our wish, and we shall see our powerful 
eueraj fallen as we rould desue into a position of weakness 

COUPI FT 

Our hpait hds felt opprrssion'H thorn, but Me may stiJl ftfipire, 

Tu pluck tho rosebud of our uish m the garden of desire ’ 

"Wherofore, thus peifidiously and traitorously having conspired together 
against their master, they vv'ent again to tho king, and said, 

COllPTET 

‘ King ' mny thy throne and rank perpetual he, 

And month and year auspicious be to thee ' , 

It has been in a general way signified to the luminous mind of the king 
that the interpretation of these dreams exhibits nought hut the assault of 
calamity, and pain, and woe, and trouble, and we have thought of a good 

* Tho phrase in Persian is kinah bdz tawdnlm ^uidst, lit , ‘we may ask back our spite ’ 

* lat-i ‘ bring smoke (or a sigh) out of him ’ 

> The rending of the editions, hdz ravtm, is clearly incorrect, and I -would substihite that 
of a MS , harm, ‘we will bring ’ For thrso words are port of ths BrUunsns' speech to 
the king, who was not intei ested in their safe return, but in his own ’ 
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■way of averting the injurious effects of these oocuirences If the king will 
reoeivo -with the hearing of acceptance our words, which 'wiU bo spoken with 
the truest desire for his welfare, and the purest intention to gratify him, the 
evil which 18 about to follow these dreams -wiU assuredly bo averted. But 
if he refuse to hearken to our directiona ho must be prepared for a great 
calamity, nay, even for the decbne of his empire and the extinction of life 
itself’ The kmg feared, and fallin g mto the circle of dismay, his heart 
failed him, and he said, ‘ Te must declare the particulars of this advice, m 
order that in every way, which enters the range of possibihty, exertion be 
made to remedy this They, beholding the oven of deceit hot, shut into it 
the leaven of guile, and thus continued, ‘ Those two fishes which stood on their 
tails are the sons of the king , and that serpent which wound round his leg is 
Iran-du^t, and those two colored ducks are the two elephants, and the 
large goose is the white elephant, and the swift mule is the easy-paced 
courser of the king, and the two chamberlains on foot aro the dromedones, 
and the fire that ahono on the king’s head is the vazfr Balir, and the 
bird which struck its beak into the king’s head is the secretary Xamal, 
and that blood with which the king’s body waa besmeared is caused by the 
high-tempered sword which they smite on the king’s head and stain 
his body with Now we have devised a remedy for the injunous effects 
of those dreams in the following manner that they should slay ■with 
that sword both the lung’s sons, and their mother, and the secretary, and 
vazfr, and the elephants, and tlie horse, and the diomedanes, and having 
taken some at the blood of each, collect it m one place, and having broken the 
sword, bury it with the corpse,? of the slam under ground Then we havmg 
mixed the blood with uver-water will pour it into a laver, and causing 
the king to sit there, will repeat spells and benedictions, and afterwards write 
talismans with that blood on the forehead of the king, and smearing liis 
shoulders and breast ■with that mixture of blood and water, ■wiU allow three 
hours to pass Then we will wash with spnng-water the king’s head, and 
having dried him, will make an unguent with ohve oil, so that the pernicious 
effects will be altogether removed and except this contrivance no help ■will 
avail 

OOOPLET 

T'avoit tlicHe ills, (may they thy lot ne’er be ') 

Sole plan IS this that we have told to thee ' 

When the kmg heard these words, the firo of regret consumed the goods 
of patience and composure, and the blast of dismay gave to the winds the 
stock of his endurance and mildness , and he said, ‘ 0 foes with friendly faces ' 
and 0 foolish men ' death is better than this plan of yours, and to drmk the 
beverage of fate preferable to this proposal full of misohief When I shall 
have slam this group, some of which are precious to mo as my own soul' 

2 0 
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Hnd hU of whom aro the pivot of the state and of its wealth, and the boiitcc of 
the ornament of my grjndeur and renown, what enjoyment shall I have in 
life, and what advantage shall I reap from continuing to exist ^ 

comni 

I would hrue life, that I may reap swoct converse with my well-loved fnend , 

And if that sourco of jov should fail , true, hfe may last, but to what end > 

But perhaps ye have not heard the story of Sulaiman (on whom ho peace ') 
and the Heron, and the purport of their conversation has not reached you ^ ’ 
The Brahmans humbly asked, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 


STORY II 

The king said, ‘ 1 have heard that Sulaiman {the bkasmg and peace, of God 
be upon our Prophet and upon him was a king whose revered command was 
adorned with the honor ot rapid execution Jins,' men, animals, and birds, 
hound the girdle ot submission and obedience to him on the waist of their 
souls The writer of destiny had ornamented the diploma of his kingly 
office with the signature, ‘ Give me a Ungdom which may not be obtained by any 
after me,’ ’ and the groom of omnipotence had placed the saddle of his 
authority on the east wind as his steed, so the verse, ‘ It blew in the morning 
for a month, and in the evening for a month,’ ■’ affords a dcscnption of liis 
nding 

VEDSE 

Heaven was his servant, and the sun his slave, 

Fortune obeyed him, earth his biddmg did 
Genii and men devoted service gave, 

And ranks of beasts and birds his portals bid 

One day one of the cheruhs of the oratories of the angelic world came to 
sec him, and presented to him a cup tuU of the w'otcr of life, and said, 

‘ The Creator of all ' May ITis greatness be glorified and His power magnified! ’ 
has given thee free choice, and has said, ‘ Quaff, if thou wilt, this cup , and, 
till the end of time, be free from tasting the beverage, ‘Every soul shall 
taste of death ’ ‘ And it thou wishest, quickly lift up thy foot, and from the 
comer of the prison of humanity, betake thyself to the puio garden and 
expansive air of dmnity ' Sulaiman (On him be poaec') reflected .within 

> Gemi 

I Kar'fin, FI iixvm, 34, Mar 37, Sale, p 341, 1 31 ‘Wo also tnod Solomon, 
and placed on his throne a counterfeit body Afterwards he turned unto God, and said, 0 
Ijord forgive me, and givo mo a kingdom, which may not ho obtained by any after me , for 
thou art the giver of kingdoms ' 

’ KuFan, uxiv 11, Balej p 322, 1 30 ‘And wo made the wind subject nnto 
Solomon it blew in tho monung for a month, and in the ovoning for a month ' 

^ KuFAn lii 36 ; Sale p 245, 1 17 ‘We have not granted unto any man before thee 
eternal permaumey m this world if thon die therefore, wul they be immortal > Every soul 
shall taste of death and wo will prove you with evd, and with good, for a trial of yon , and 
unto us shall ye return,' 
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himaelf, that the com of bfe la a stock with which it is possible to secure m 
the bazar of the resuireotiou abundant profit , and that the apace of existence 
is a field, m which can be sown the seed of happmesa m both worlds and 
the plant of eternal felicity 

OODTLET 

Too short the hand of this life is, To reach to such enduring bliss 

"Wherefore, in every point of view, one ought to choose the continuance ’ of 
existence rather than the allurements of extinction and annihilation , and, 
for the two or throe days that the reins of delay arc in the hand of option, 
exertion ought to he used to secure the favor of the Almighty 

HEMISTICH 

'T IB bfe that’s past m serving those we love 

A gam ho reflected, saymg, ‘The chiefs of the Genu and of men are 
present, and the leaders of the beasts and birds I must consult with them, 
and whatever their unanimous opinion may be, that I must propose to myself 
as my rule m this matter ’ He then took counsel with all the fames, and men, 
and buds, and oil the animals, as to drmkmg the beverage of life All bade 
him drink it, and were comforted and glad at his hfo bemg perpetuated, m 
which, too, the wcifoic of the inhabitants of the world would be mcluded 

COUPLET 

‘ Enjoy the fruit of hfo eternal and of never-ending days, 

For 'tiB the prayer which night and morning, old and young, too, for thee raise ' 

Sulaiman said, ‘Is there any one of all my subjects that is absent from 
this assembly ’ ’ They replied, ‘ Yes ' the Heron has not come to this 
meeting, and is not informed of this consultation ’ Sulaira4n (On him be 
peace ^ ) sent the horse to summon him, but the Heron dcchned to come 
Again he commanded the dog, saying, ‘Go ' and bring tho Heron ’ The dog 
came to the Heron, who acquicBcing in his words, presented himself before 
Sulaiman Sulaimin said, ‘ 1 wish to consult thoo, but before I tell thee the 
subject, solve a difficulty 1 have ' The Heron expressed his inability, and said, 

HEMISTICH 

‘ "Who then am I, that of me that ihustnous mmd should think } 

Thy slave has not power to solve any difficulty, nor does he deserve that 
such a king, as thou, should honor him by consulting him It is not, 
however, strange that the great of lofty station should inquire into the 
circumstances of their humble subjects 

COUPLET 

Thou art the sun and I a mote most iHSigmUcsiit, 

It IS not strangtsthe sun to motes its fostering rays should grant 

If my lord, pre-eminent for the dignity of the prophetic office, will favor 
me with a declaration of that difficulty, that which pasBes through my feeble 


* Ntuhd ‘ growing,' also ‘ an agrooahlr smell ’ 
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imod shall be represented ’ Sulaimdn (On him be peace ') rejoined, ' After 
inan, the most noble animal is the home, and the basest of ammals is the 
dog What IB the meaning of this, that thou wouldest not come at the 
summons of the most noble animal, and didst accept the invitation of the 
meanest ’ ’ The Heron rephod, ‘ Although the beauty of nobility is out- 
wardly apparent in the horse, and the most perfect gifts are luminously 
and evidently displayed in him, yet he has not fed in the mead of faithful- 
ness, nor drunk one drop from the fountain of gratitude 

COUPLET 

Not from thy steed expect to find a aenee of favors ever, 

A horse — a wife — a acyniitar — ^thesc throe were faithful never 

And notwithstanding that the dog is notorious for his baseness, and well- 
known for bis impurity, still be has eaten the morsel of constancy, and 
habituated himself to the custom of gratitude 

ooorLBT 

The dog wears in his ear the ring of love, 

Nor for one morsel will unthankful prove 

And I, in occeptmg the invitation of my lord, who is the fountain of 
fidelity and the confluence of all truth and sincerity, did not listen to the 
words of an unfaithful animal, but gave heed to the address of a faithful 
one ’ Sulaiman (On him ho peace ' ) approved of this reply, and disclosed to 
him tlte question as to dnnkmg the water of life The Heron said, ' Wilt 
thou dimk that water alone, or wilt thou give a part thereof to thy fnends 
and kinsmen also ^ ’ Sulaunan (On him be peace ' ) said, ' They have sent it 
specially for mo, nor have they granted a portion of it to others ’ The 
Heron rephed, ‘ 0 Prophet of God ' how may this be, that thou shouldest 
oontmue olive and every one of thy friends and companions and children, and 
of those who arc attached to thee, perish before thee ’ I cannot imagine 
that there could be enjoyment in such a Me, nor con I suppose that there 
could be happiness in an existence which would be on incessant scene of 
separation 

STANZA 

Pnze high the converse of thy fhends, for know ' the com of lifo-timo here 

Was given but to scatter at the feet of those that we hold dear 

Oh ' life 13 precious hut to new the flowers that in the world appear, 

This spectacle is joyous hut when ifieitda and those wo lovo ore near ' 

Sulaiman (On him bo peaoo ' ) applauded what he said, and declimng the 
envenomed draught of separation, sent back the water of life untasted to the 
place whence they had brought it 

And I have cited this story to show that without this group of bemgs I 
do not wish for Me, and see no difference betwixt my own death and their 
extinction Moreover, as a matter of course, every kingdom verges to decay, 
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and cveiy monarch la on the brink ‘ of departure and migration , and, m the 
end, thia penlona journey muat be traveled by all , and in this fearful catar 
comb,* for the sake of two or three days’ transitory existence, why should I 
take steps towards so perilous and grave a measure * and why, with my own 
hand, lay waste the foundation of my greatness, and the basis of my enjoy- 
ment* Can yo not devise some other scheme * and contrive in a more simple 
manner a remedy for this misfortune * 

UEUISTICH 

For I, what this demands, can ne’er fulfil ’ 

The Brahmans answered, ‘ May the kmg hve long ' the words of truth 
arc bitter, and faithful counsel appears harsh Wo are amazed at the State- 
enlightcning judgment of the king, in that he esteems the lives of others as 
equally precious with his own Me and person, and for their preservation 
surrenders his precious existence and his hereditary kingdom ' He ought to 
bsten to the advice of hia wcU-wishera, and to repose confidence m the words 
of the disinterested, and to consider his own person and his broad dominions 
as on equivalent for aU losses It behoves him therefore without hesitation 
or change of purpose to enter upon this affair, which wiU bo a cause of 
universal joy, and of tranquillity to high and low It is certain too that a 
wise man is attached to others for his own sake , and it is not hidden from the 
king that it is with a hundred toils that man arrives at sovereign power, and 
the keys of the troasuics ot dominion arc acquiicd only by mfimte exertion 
To decide then on relinquishing the high estate of life, and to abandon the 
throne of glory and good-fortune appears far removed from the path of good 
sense And so long as the king himself lives, he will not want for wives and 
offsprmg, and as long as his kingdom is stable, there will be no deficiency nor 
scarcity of articles of convenience and luxury, or of clever and faithful 
servonts 

HBHIBTICU 

If nought u left — while thou art — all remains ' 

When the king heard these statements, and saw the determination with 
which they delivered these words, he was very sad, and went from the hall of 
audience into his private apartments, and from the dais of his palace set his 
face towards the retirement of the house of sorrows 

COUPLET 

Since I, alas ' to none cun toll tke story of my woes and gnof, 
ru to myself lament, and in the cell of sorrow seek relief 

Then, having placed the face of supplication on the ground, he let loose 
the water of regret from his eyes, and his heart being roasted with the fire of 


’ Observe this somewhat rare senso of nharaf 

* That IE, ' the world ' The words ore lahd-i khuftani, ‘ grave m which we must sleep ' 
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despair, he gave the hcurest of patience and composure to the wind of 
spoliation, and said, ‘ This cloud of mischief, which rams down the shower of 
calamity, whence has it made its appearance ^ and this troop of gnefe, which 
has made spoil of the goods of life alone, hy what channel has it found its 
way to mvade me ^ 

COUTLEI 

Wlilc 1 sate uirmtemiptod with my friend, and sang elate, 

Who showed gnef the way to enter ? who told sorrow of our state p 

How forsooth can one call the death of beloved ones a matter of small 
importance ’ ' and what enjoyment can one derive from life without [seeing] 
the beauty of sons and spouses ^ and of what use will my kingdom hi to me 
Without my sons, who arc the light of my eyes, and the fruit of my heart, 
and who are my solace m the present life, and my hope after treading the 
path of death ^ 

COUPLET 

Of nought do fathers stand in so much need, 

Nought ’a dearer, than sona worthy to succeed 

And Iran-dukht (from the well of whose chin the fountain of the radiant 
sun IS but a drop, and the dawning light of the bnght moon but a glimmer 
from the reflection of her brilhant face, whose chock is hire the tune of 
happy fortune, fresh and joyous, and whose locks, like the nights ot adversity, 
ore dark and raveled , 

vehee. 

Her check is peerless like the sun through all sublunar space, 

The young moan stole its crescent from those archbd eyebrows twain , 

Tlie fountain of day's glory is my fair one's radiant face, 

And rubies from her red rod lips, do added lustre gain ,) 

poBsesses the power of fascmating by her society, and of exhilarating the 
soul by her companionship , and without her what fruition can I have in 
life’ And if my vazlr Iklar (whose luminous judgment is a liglit-increasing 
sun m every uight of emergency, and the ray of the taper ol whose intellect 
IS a gloom-dispellmg light m the darkness of every critical event , 

COUPLET 

Without tho aid his restless pen aye brings, 

No rest were certain for the throne of kings ,) 

were not before the throne of my glory, how would the building up of the 
Btato, and tho lustre of administration, and the plenishing of the treasuries, 
and the acq^msition of desired objects, be possible ’ And when the page of 
the counsels ot tho secretary Kamil (of whoso fingers the sublime limner of 
the sky is a pupil, and of the tray of whose eloquence Mercury of elegant 
style IB hut a crumh-cater , whose words dehght tho heart like a string of 
pearls, and whose handwntmg, hke scattered gems, increases joy , 

> Or it may be, ' Ilnw can one easily give the word for the death of those we hold dear >' 
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COUPLET 

W*ber ind Arc to^tlicr aru commingled m his diction's grace, 

And in his wntmg’s beauty, wo darkness at once and light can trace,) 

IH withdrawii from our sight, how can the affairs of the provmces and the 
events of the neighboring country be known ^ or by what device wUl 
information he obtained as to the circunistanccs of our enemies and the 
intentions of our foes ^ And whenever the hue of extinction is drawn 
through the volume of the life of these two faithful counscUora and efficient 
officers, which are to the frame of the kingdom liko helping hands' and 
watchful eyes, of course the benefits of their advice and the results of tlieir 
ability wiU ho cut off from the State Then, supposing this to he the case, 
the lustre of aliairs and arrangement of matters will belong to the class of 
impossibilities Again, without the white elephant (whose body shines like 
the lunar orb, and who is beautiful and swift as the i evolving sky, 

COUrLET 

Girt hkc a fortress in an iron net , 

Ills tasked blows could coitlos orerset ,) 

how could I advance to meet the foe '' Moreover, without those two other ’ 
elephants (which, m the ranks of war, like tumultuous floods, bear down 
the enemy, and, hke a whirlwind, caiTy off men from amid the battle, 

COUPLET 

With thoir huge trunks the lasso's circles making, 

And m these fetters valiant warriors taking ,) 

how, in the day of conflict, shall I break through the hostile ranks ’ and 
how, in the moment of strife, shall 1 overturn the army of my opponents ^ 
And if, too, I had no longer any rapid dromeduncs (at the time of whose 
speeding forth, the courier of the cost wind is unable to distinguish, even 
from a distance, the dust of their footsteps, and the messenger of the northern 
breeze cannot frame the notion of being able to accompany the pulverized 
atoms which their passage stirs up , 

COUPLET 

Thom-eatlUg, bead-upraising like fire, these. 

And through the deseil traveling like the breeze ) 

how shall I obtain information os to what passes around^ and by what 
conveyance transmit the impoiial commands through the kingdom ^ So, 
without that fleet steed, of rapid pace and steely sinews, and lightning 
movements, and dozzhng speed (which would kindle m the heart of the 
Ilnkhsh of Kustam the brightness of the hghtmng of the lire of calamity , 
and the nimbleness of whose motions would make the rose-colored tears [of 
envy] roll from the eyes of the Shahdiz of Khusrau. 

' I read with the MSS , daet-gir, for the daat-gird of tho editions 
“ T do not know tho exact meaning of pishlsah applied to an elephant The word 
properly sigmflcs ‘ the scale of a Ash ’ 
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COUrLBT 

A steed that in a single rush would strain, 

Though long us hope, quite through the extended plain ^ 

how could I hope to spread the carpet of enjoyment? and m what manner 
could I curry off the ball of hilanty from the plain of mirth with the bat of 
pleasure ^ Lastly, without the sharp sword (which is ot the form of water, 
BO that the fire of sedition is quenched by the water of its terror, and is fiery 
m its dealings, so that the honor' of the State is sustamed by the awe it 
mspircs , 

COUPLET 

Thy blue sword shows its water oil its blads, 
lilke violet fresh with drops of rain o'erlojd ) 

what impression shall I make in war ^ And when 1 am left destitute of these 
instruments and with my own hand render useless a number of my 
supporters, what enjoyment can I reap from my kingdom ^ and what relish 
can I derive from life ’ And m truth, 

HEMISTICH 

If ’t IS SO passed — wc caiinot count it life 

To be brief, the king dived for a while day and night, m the ocean of 
reflection, yet found not the gens of eounscl by which he could grasp the 
clue of hope The mention of the king’s reveries was spread among the 
Pillars of the State, and the abstraction of the monarch became known to all 
the favorites of the imperial court The vazlr Balir bethought himself, 

‘ If I am the first to endeavor to lay bore this matter, and before a hint is 
given me from the king, if I open the subject, it will be far removed from 
duo respect and reverence While, on the other hand, if I choose to 
be supine and adopt a course of hesitation and delay, it wiU not be comform- 
able to sincere and marked attachment ’ He therefore went to Iran-dukht 
and alter offering the usual salutationB, began to utter benedictions, and said, 

COUPLET 

' Thou who on higli* hast set the curiam of thy chastity, 

While Gubiicl “ attentive waits the haiam of thy honor by ' 

It la not unknown to thy aubhme mmd, that from tho day when I obtained 
the honor of maertion on the string of the attendants of this court-»-whoBO 
pomp resembles that of heaven, — to this moment, the king has concealed 
nothing from me, and has not thought it right to enter upon affairs, either 
small or great, without consulting me Yesterday he once or twice sum- 
moned the Brahmans and conferred with them , and to-day he continues in 
private and ats thoughtful imd dejected Now thou art the queen of the 


‘ An equivoque a inlended, as abru is ht , ‘ water uf the face ’ 

' liar ■alllyin, ■ in cxcslsis ' s , 
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tune and the partner of the affections of the prmce , and the people, 
and soldiers, next to the king's favor, look hopefully to thy bounty, ■whale 
thy commands, after the mandate of the king, are regarded by them as 
second m the management of affairs ‘ It is advisable that thou shouldcst 
go to the kmg, and, having learned the state of the case, favor me with 
information regarding it, that we may engage ■with all despatch, m such 
measures as may appear salutary For the Brahmans are perfidious and 
malevolent, and I fear lest by their deceptions they may miuce him to steps 
which will result in regret and repentance , while after an event has taken 
place, remorse and contrition are unavailing 

HEMISTICH 

before til' event precautions should bo used ’ 

Iran-dukht replied, ‘ Reproofs have passed between me and the king, and 
some angry hmts have been thrown out I am ashamed while this is the 
case, to intrude on the king’s privacy and to loose my tongue to ask an 
explanation ’ The vazir rejoined, ‘ 0 queen of the world ' Reproof la the 
offering of dear jrienda , — chiding is a caiiso of the stabihty of friendship’s 
basis, and a reason of the permanence of the foundation of attachment and 
cordiality 

COUPLET 

Thou mayst bo froward, and I, too, may rhidi* ' 

Fnend.s arc by faults and chidin^s best allied 

On this occasion thou must put aside this lovers’ quarrel, for since the kmg 
IS overwhelmed with anxiety, and long and painful excogitation has made 
him sad, his servants and attendants ought not to show such boldness [as to 
intrude], and save thyself, none can open this door with the key of advice. 
Moreover, I have repeatedly heard the king say, ‘ Whenever Iran-dukht 
comes to me — though I be sad — I appear joyful, and am freed, by her 
auspicious presence, from the fetters of gnef and despondency ’ Go, then, 
and discover this affair, and thus^ confer a vast favor on aU the royal 
retinue in court ’ Irdn-dukht then approached the king, performed the 
usual obeisance, and said, 

COUPLET 

‘ Far be from thee both care and pain, and fortune’s ills as well ' 

Thou art our heart's case and life's juy, and dost our griefs dispel 

What 18 the reason of thy gloom, and the cause of thy anxiety ^ and if any 
thing has reached thy ears from the Brahmans, it is right thou shouldest 
acquomt thy slaves, in order that, aiding therein, they may perform the 
services due from them ’ The king rephed, ‘ It is not proper to ask a 
question as to a thing which is of such a nature, that if an answer be given 


' Lit , ‘ loosing and binding ’ 

‘ Mutawtyjih may perhaps be tranalated, ‘ by attending to our request.' 
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it Will prove pEiinful to tho mind, [for it is Bind,] ‘Do not ask about thtnffSj 
which, if told to you, would annoy you ’ ’ Iran-dukht onewered, ‘ If this 
siiffcrmg IB to fall on the body of tho king's dependants, it matters not, for 
the safety of the royal person is a remedy for all calamities 

HEMISTICH 

A thousand lives be oflered up for thee ' 

And if (which heaven forfend ' ) the thing has refereneo to tho precious 
person of your Majesty, even then, too, let us not give way to pcr[)lexity, 
nor on any account sit down desponding, but let us show manly deter- 
mination (foi ‘firm purpose ts of the purposes of kings,') m company with tho 
ijuahtira of patience and comjioaure For complaining docs but augment 
suffering, and impatience makes our enemies happy and joyous, and our 
friends vexed and chagrined And in whatever belaUs man, when he has 
recourse to the strangest handle * patience, in the end the face of his desired 
object appeal's , and we may justly regard that as the best of objects m 
which the favor of God le not lost 

couriET 

0 heart ' hear patiently disastrous things. 

For patience m tho end good fortune brings 

And it befits tho king, when an affair of importance anses, and a cntical 
event occurs, not to suffer tho means of remedy and mode of avertiag 
it to remain uncertain or concealed from his perfect penetration and 
abundant sagacity , especially as there is no deficiency of power and 
ability. Olid tbe means of dispcUmg despondency and of removing care 
and solicitude are ready and prcpaied 

VFnSB 

Then hast treasure and retainora , kingly pomp, wide realms hast thou, 

From thy lonely chamber stepping, plant thy banner on earth's plain 
Sot thy face toward thy object, let thy gnof bo banished now, 

Make thy friends rejoice, and from thy lieait remove the load of paui ' 

The king suid, ‘ If ot what the Brahmans pointed out to me, they 
were to whisper a single letter m the car of a mountain, its sides, like 
that of the glorious^ mountain Sinai, would be rent asimder, and tho 
description, ' ^dtul the mountains shall be dashed in pieces,^ would bd shown 
to apply to it, and if they wore to give a hint of it to the bnght day, 

‘ ’ UriooMl wuska, a provorbial einression, signifying, the dictionanes tell us, ‘ genuine 
religion,’ hut here, ‘ tlit, best course ' I liuvo thought it host to translate the phrase literally 
* I know not if the epithet tiyalli is applied especially fb Sinai, in that the glory of 
the Lord apneared there, as it is said, Evodus, xiv 18 ' And Mount Binai was altogether 
on a smoke, bei auso the Lord desceuded upon it in tiro , ’ or, simply 

' Kur’kn, Ivi /i. Sale, p 894, 1 18 ‘"Wlicn the inevitable day of judgment shall 
suddenly tome When the earth shall he shaken nith u violent shook, and the 

mountains shall be dashed m pieces, and shall bcoemo as dust Blattered abroad ' 
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aadneBB would turn it to tho color of gloomy mght, and the sign, 
Darhrieaa one over the other , would be manifest m it 

OOCPLBT 

Cursed were the iuodii did it not clothe itself m mourning st this woe , 

Shameless the cloud whence at these horrors tears sanguineous did not flow 

Do thou, too, importune me not as to this, nor be over mstant m investi- 
gating it, for neither have I the power to tcU it, nor thou fortitude to 
listen to it ’ Again Iran-dukht urged bun exceedingly to teU , and the 
kmg, to gratify her, having made known somewhat of what was hidden 
in his hreEist said, ‘ In one of these nights I saw a thing, and alarmed by 
the horror of it, I disclosed it to the Brahmans to explain and interpret 
it , and those accursed ones viewed it as expedient that men should slay 
thee, together with thy two blessed and noble sons, and the pure-mmded 
vazir, and the eloquent secretary, and the white man-destroying elephant, 
and the other gigantic army-crushing elephants, and the waste- traversing, 
thom-eating dromedaries, and the steed of fair paces, with the high-tempered 
sword, in order that the calamitous effects of that dream might be averted ’ 
When Irin-dutot heard these words, the sigh * of gnef rose from tho fire- 
temple of her heart to tho aperture of her brain, and she was near shedding 
drops of regret from the fountain of her eyes However, inasmuch as sho 
was wise and discreet, she swallowed that kfe-dissolving gnef, and with 
heart unmoved, said, 

COUPLET 

‘ If for thy love I'm called to perish, may thy life so ransomed ho ' 

May thousand lives, and like mu, hundrods, fall a sacnfico for thcc ' 

Tho king ought not to he sorrowful on this account, for of what use aro 
the lives of hia slaves, if they aro not devoted to his advantage ^ As 
long as his august person is safe, and the position of his authority fixed, 
he will not want for wives and children, nor will his servants and royal 
equipment decrease But when the Jl ofifects of tho dream are averted, 
and tho royal mind is freed from this sorrow, the king must not place 
confidence in this perfidious sect, and if they exhort tho kmg to slay a 
nnmher of individuals, he must not take this step without reflection, for 
the sheddmg of blood is a grave matter, and to subvert the foundations 
of the existence of a living being is a troublous thing , and if, (we take 
refuge from it with God ') the blood should turn out to ho wrongfully spilt, 
the end thereof wiU. be disastrous, and its punishment enduring torment, 

' Kur’fin, FI ixiv 40, Mar 41, Sale, p 269, 1 1 ‘But os to the unbeheverB, their 
works are like the vapour lu a plam, which the thirsty traveller thmketh to be water, until, 
when he oomoth thereto, he fiiideth it to be nuthmg , hut ho findoth God witli him, and he 
will fully pay him his account , and (rod is swift m taking nn account or os the darkness 
in a deep sea, eovered by w aves ndiug on waves, above which are tlnnds, being additions of 
darkness one over tho other , when ojc streteheth fortli las hand, ho is far from seeing it ’ 

® Or, ‘ smoke ’ 
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and repentance and regret, and loraorso and anguish, will be then unavailing, 
for to recall the past and to icatore the dead to Me is beyond the circle of 
human abdity 

HEHISTICH 

Not by my haod nor tliine can this be done 

The king must understand that the Hrihmans are not fnendly to him, 
and though they have dived into science and learned some problems as 
for as they have, still the sagos of the faith are unammous on this point, 
that ono of an evil and accursed nature cannot derive beauty Irom any 
ornament, and that neither learning nor wealth can bestow on him the 
adornment of good faith and benevolence I'or the impurity of a dog is 
unchanged, though they throw a chain of gold round his neck , and the 
fllthmeaa of a hog wiU not be altered mto cleanliness, though they were to 
encase his teeth with the same precious metal, and the subtle saying, 

‘ IaIs an cui that carnet hooLt,' confirms the truth of this 

COUPLET. 

If knowlodgo touch the heart, it is a friend 
A Enake, if it does but to shew oxtend ' 

And knowledge is like a sword with which all may be slam Those who 
arc pure of mmd and of unsulhod natures, put to death with that sword 
the lusts and appetites, than which man has no worse enemy Some on 
the other hand, who are devoid of spirit and of impure dispositions, afflict 
with that same sword the understanding and the spirit through which 
alone man is ennobled Thus, they turn what ought to be uu mstru- 
ment lor repelling their foes, mto an implement for mjuring their fnends 
And that perfect sage * alludes to this, where ho says, 

niSTICHS 

A bass man's mind with science to expand, 

Ib to put weapons m a rubber's hand 
Better to arm a drunken negro, than 
To lavish learning on a wicked min ^ 

Such natures hise will proctiic hut deceit, 

And with more skill their wily arts repeat * 


' Lit , ' When learning knocks on the body it is a snake ' The onlj merit I can dis- 
cover in those lines is the play on the words ydn, 'a friend,' and mdri, ‘a snake ’ This 
merit, such as it is, seems to me ultogetlier to vanish m the reading of the editions, which 
exhibit bdrl bacad lu the first line, which would he therefore, ‘ When learning stnkes the 
heart it is a load ' I read, thurLfore, with the MSS , ydri 
‘ Maulavl Bhmi 

^ The reading of tho editions here is evidently incorrect Literally translated it 
signifies, ‘Better than that a base man should not come to learning in the hand,' is, ‘be 
acquired by learning,’ which is obviously reversing matters, for the learning is to come to 
the man, not the man to the learning, nor is there any difterencc in the Persian idiom and 
our own in expressing such an idea A MSS reads bih kth arad 'ilm nd koA rd buiast, 
whence I conjocture the true reading to be, bih kth drad 'ilm-rd nd kat btdoit 

* These impracticable lines literally tranElated are, ‘Learning artifices, Tmi'nt livers, 
Learnt shameful deeds and tnoks ' 
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And their object m this interpretation is, to secure an opportunity for revenge, 
and that the wounds which have been inflicted on their hearts by the royal 
chastisement should, by this guileful artifice on which they have imposed the 
name of salutary regulation, be salved over They will first remove out of 
their way your sons, which are hke the king himself, and ore the counter- 
parts of the gracious Shah, in order that the king may be left without on 
heir Next they would take away the united nobles, who are the FiUors of 
the State, and on whose ability depends the populousnesa of these realms, and 
the plemshment of the treasuries, that the people may become turbulent * and 
the army dispmted They would destroy, too, the other means of empire, 
such as the elephants and camels, horse and weapons, that the king might be 
left alone and helpless For my own part I, this poor slave, am of no 
account , and many hke me are to be found in the service of the king , but 
[let me say] that when they find the king isolated, this vengeful purpose will 
in the lapse of time be manifest, and that which they have for years 
concealed in their minds, they will brmg from volition to execution And 
hitherto they could but contemplate this with impotence and perplexity, but 
when, having obtained full power, they get the reins of option into their hands, 
their purpose is to excite tumults m the kmgdom, and set open the gates of 
mischief For in case the king destroys his followers, both the soldiers will 
become dejected and the people suspicious, and when the eivilians and the 
military are of two hearts and ten tongues, this becomes a cause of biumph 
and exaltation to foes, and, supposing this to be the case, territory and wealth 
depart from the grasp, and soul and life fall into imminent penl And kings 
ought not to be caieless of the deceits and ortificcs of their enemies , 

veuse 

Be not secure of foes that would thee harm, 

For traitrous ure they and defiled with sin 
To outward sight they breathe of friendship warm, 

But malice, raukliug, lurks their breasts within ^ 

Yet, notwithstanding all this, if in what the Brahmans have deemed 
advisable, there is any relief® or relaxation of anxiety to the king, of course 
it IB not fit that there should be any delay, but if there he room for 
postponement, one measure of caution may yet be adopted, which at the 
king's command, I will utter ’ The king gave the required ponnission, and 
said, ' What thou aayest is in my belief clear of all suspicion of doubt, and 
wiU assuredly be acceptable and listened to with attention ’ Irdn-dukht 
contmued, ‘ The sage Kirfdun, who is the founder of the pedestals of emment 

' Dtlir, ‘hold,’ ‘ audacious ’ Might not dtl-gir, ‘ dejected,’ ho a better reading 5 
® Lit , ‘ Within he knocks on the door of U1 faith ’ I hare put the nommatiye to 
' breathe ’ in the plural for the sake of the verse 

® I read with the MSS fgrdkh I ran make no srnso of the farji of the editions 
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qualities, and the traveler of the roads of virtue and excellence, and who is 
gifted with a disposition, which is a storehouse of the precious things of 
spuatuahty and wisdom, and endued with an intellect, which is a mine of 
the mysteries of special manifestations and merit ‘ 

OOUPLBT 

His mind, lUnmmod, lifts the veil that hides fete's mystenes, 

His pure heart is acceptable to heaven’s all gracious eyes 
has at tins time made choice of a rehremont in a cave m the mountain 
Kliozni,’ and continually observes the recitation of faith m the unity of God 
and abnegation of self Though, by origin, he is related to the Brahmans, 
yot in smoenty, and upnghtness, and good faith, and rectitude, he has the 
pro-cmmoncc over them His sight is more perfect as to the issue of affairs, and 
his nght-aiming counsel is more comprehensive of the propulsion of calamity 
and accident If the kmg'a judgment acquiesce, this sage must be honored by 
being mode a confidant, and the circumstances of the dream and the inter- 
pretation of the Brahmans must he communicated to him There is no 
doubt that he will truly instruct the king as to every particular thereof, 
and iviU not withhold anj' circumstance of the explanation of what is at 
present hidden If his interpretation correspond with that of the Brahmans, 
all doubt will be extinguished, and it will be right to execute the same 
resolve , and if his directions ore contrary, the lummous mind of the king 
will decide between right and wrong, and will discnmmate sound advice 
from perfidy ’ This speech pleased the king, and he immediately mounted 
his horse and went to the sage Karfdun, and havmg obtained the felicity of 
an mterviDW with the divino sage, who was a gathormg-plaoe of endless 
virtucB, he performed the required respectful salutations The sage, too, 
fulfilled tlie courtesies due, and said, 

COOTLET 

‘ Since Eden's prince has entered here, my hut is chang'cd to rnradisc 
To Canaan wafted Joseph's scent, has lent now lustro to those eyes 

Wliat IB the cause of the procession of the lortunc-attendod tram hither ^ 
Hadst thou ronvoyed thy mandate, I myself would have attended at the 
couit, for it IB in accordance with what is right that servantB ehonld 
attend to minister 

COUPLET 

Attendance and the claim to serve, to me 
Commit, 0 Lord ' and thou my suJt&ji be 

And, moreover, one may ape on the royal face the marks of disturbance, 
and the traces of gnef are physiognomicallj* discormble on the august coun- 
tenance The king must state the case, and recount the cause of his sadness 

' A rare sense of kadam 

’ That IB, ‘green,’ The word also Bigmfles ‘ hoaven ’ 
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The kmg narrated m fliU detail the circumstancea of the vision, and the 
mtorpretation of the Brahmans Earidun shook the head of astonish- 
mont, and haying bitten the finger of amazement, said, ‘The king has 
committed an error in this, for this secret was not to be disclosed to that 
sect, and this story ought not to have been related to that body of men 

HEHIGTICn 

Secrets are suited not for every ear 

And let it not remain hidden from the royal mmd, that these perfidious 
advisers ore not suitable interpreters of these things, because they have 
neither reason to guide them, nor their faith nghtl)^ planted Now the 
king’s happiness ought to bo augmented by these dreams, and ho ought^ 
as a thank-offenng, to bestow on deserving objects an infinite abundance 
of alms I for the proofs of happiness and the testimonies of honor and 
exaltation arc manifest and clear on the pages of the explanations of these 
events Every moment, events which arc to occur will be in accordance 
with hia wish , and every hour the affairs of his glory and greatness will 
be in order of arrangement 

CODPIET 

Hoaveu will obsequious. Tunc thy slave, the sky thy captive, he 
Fortune will serve thee, realms obey, and life and hopes Agree 

And I will at this very time, fully dehver tho interpretation of every thing 
that has occurred, and repel witli the shield of wisdom, tho arrow of the 
artifioes of those counsellors 

HEMISTICH 

If thou an arrow hast. I've, too, a shield 

First, those two red fibhes which stood on their tails, are ambassadors, who 
will come from Sarandip and who will present to the king two strong 
elephants with four bundled ratls ' of red rubies, m envy of whose color tho 
heart of the pomegranate will be filled with blood , and the body of fire, in 
jealousy of their rays, will hide itself in the secret chamber of the stone 
And those two ducks and tho goose, which flow after tho king and ahghtoil 
in front of him, arc two horses and a mule which the King of Delhi will 
send to his Majesty as a present, and those two steeds will have voices of 
thunder, the fiery spirit of hgbtning, keen sagacity, and unflagging 
energy. 

STANZA 

On the earth’s face their hoofs the crcsccn t stamp, 

Their forkiid cars darts on the air imprmt 
Their strength of joint no stirrup's weight can damp, 

Noi dragging reins their gcncrons ardor stmt 

And that mule is a earner, fleet as the wind — spmted as fire, such that it 


' Hatl is, says the Dictionary, a pound of twelve ounces 
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pasBos swift as lightning over roads and narrow gorges, and Lke the 
thunderbolt, with the wound of its hoof himgs fire out of stone 

COCPIBT. . 

Silvpr hoofed, Tulh reiiu of gold, fleet of pace, it speedeth on, 

Heaven’s orchard le ita pasture-groimd, its drmkmg-placc the sun 
And that snako w’hioh twisted round the king’s foot, is a sword of flery 
efficacy and of high temper, which in the day of battle showers from the 
fountain of its blue water a torrent of hqmd rubies, and scatters o'er its 
diamond-colored surface, particles of camehon and coral sand 

COUPLET 

Conquest and triumph ever on thy lustrous sword attend ' 

Niy, victory in it docs with an outward figure blend 
And that blood with which the king found himself stained, is a Bcarlet"rohe 
ornamented with gems which they wdl bring as an offering to the royal 
wardrobe from the imperial city Ohaznah And that white mule on which 
the king was mounted, is a white elephant which the Sultan of Bfjinagar is 
sending for the royal semce, and the king will enjoy tlie pleasure of 
exercise on that elephant It will be huge as a cloud, and, in the ranks 
of WOT, W'lU make its emerald-colored trunk hke a lustrous ruby with the 
blood ot the brave , and with its dragon-taming tusk,' which is united to a 
mountain of iron, it destroys a whole world m an instant of tune. 

COUPLET 

A form whose mountain-hugeness fills the waste 
Unpillired, on fum pillars— moved with haste 

And that which blazed like fire on the august forehead of tho king, is 
a crown which the King of Sailan ’ is sending as a gift , which is such 
a diadem that the ornament of its circlet may vio with tho highest region 
of the blue-colored heaven , and by the radiance it showers, it wiU. moke 
every hair of the sovereign that wears it a string of jewels 

COUPLET 

Upon the skv where shinos the moon, reflected full its radiant beams, 

And, like Mukaiina's * magic work, a second Queen of Night it scorns 

And tho bird, which struck its beak on the King's head, betokens that 
some slight disaster is to bo looked for, hut the consequences are not so 
impoitont or injurious Tho utmost of it is, that the king will for 


> The printed edition here correctly reads instead of the meamnplesB itJan of 

the JitnograpJiea odition, and of some MSS 


Extravagunre of mi'tdpLor tan no furtbor go 
1 And no variety of readings 


The ftret line seems to me corrupt, but 


/ Ccjlon flat wo have had the Km|r of Sar&ndlp, Ceylon, sending two elephants 
and four hundred ratls of rubies before This, however, is a tnfle to mteipretera of dreams 
‘ Mujfann'a, the Veiled Prophet ol Khurhshn, of whom Moore has sum So well He 
was a thaumaturgist who raised an appearance hko the moon fiom a weU at Hakhshah He 
nounehcKl A H. 16J — 
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gome days avert lug face from a dear friend and an afEectronate com- 
panion, and the conclusion of it will be beneficial and fortunate This 
IB an account of the mterpretation of the visions of the king, and m that 
he saw them at seven successive times, this shows that envoys will arrive 
on seven distinct occasions with the presents of pnnees to his august 
court, and the kmg wJl be gratified and dehghted by the receipt of 
those valuables, and the acquisition of those precious things Moreover, 
he will be rendered fehcitous by the stability of his good-fortune and 
the continuance of Me, and it behoves the emperor of the world here- 
after not to make worthless persons the confidants of his secrets , nor unhl 
he has tested the wisdom of a man, to consult with bim m an affair of 
importance 

COUFLBT 

Thou ahouldat a, man a hundred times test well , 

And not tiU then to him thy secrets tell 

And it is the very essence of wisdom to regard it as a sacred duty to shun 
altogether the society of audacious, impure, base, and unprincipled men , 
and not to arrange the precious jewel of one’s own self on the string of 
men fatuous, of mean epuit, and accursed nature 

COUPLET 

See how the water murmurs at its lot, > 
tVhen it meets comrades that do suit it not ' 

When the kmg had heard this discourse, he immediately made repeated 
prostrations m thankfulness, and expressed his acknowledgments to that 
auspicious-minded old man, who, hke the Messiah, had given to his lifeless 
heart unbounded happiness , and said, ‘ The divmc favor has beston od on 
me die aid of success, and guided me to your highness wise and joy- 
hestowing, so that by the happy influences of the blessed spirit of your 
holmesB, the difiiculties of distress have been exchanged tor the advantages 
of tranquillity 

COUFLEl 

God Bout one voiced hke Jcbub, who away, 

Eemoved the gricfB which did my soul down weigh 

Prais$ be to God ' a praise, lasting a/nd eternal ' ' Then the king, with 
glad heart, bestowed the honor of his ahghtmg on the settled abode of 
his greatness , and for seven days, m succession, envoys arrived with gifts 
and offennga, and in the same manner as the perfect sage had announced 
conveyed to the place of representation, the purport of the messages with 
which they were charged On the seventh day, the kmg summoned to a 
pnvate audience his sons, and the vazir Balar, and lian-du^t, and 


' That IS, The nvor murmurs and frets when it Bnconnteis stones, sticks, or other 
obstacles 
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hifl aecrctery, and said, ‘I committed a atrange fault m diBclofflng my 
dream to my enemies , and had not the mercy of God been a bar to their 
artifices, and the counsel of Iran-du^t not opened the hand of remedy, 
the directions of those accursed ones would, in the end, have achieved my 
destruction, and that of all my hm and retamers And whoever is 
befriended by the Divme Fehcity, and supported by the Eternal Power, 
he will assuredly hold dear friendly advice, and enter upon affairs with 
dehberation and reflection, and cautiously avoiding a disastrous result, 
will take care not to quit the plane of prudence and spot of ngilance 
And they have said, 

HEMISTICH 

‘ He finds no rest who unreflecting nets ’ 

He then issued hia commands, that as the minds of those his beloved, owing 
to such circumstances, could not be clear from gnef, it was fitting that these 
piescnts should be divided among them, and that a special share should be 
given to Iran-dukht. who, by the delivery of her sentiments, had remedied 
this affair The vazfr haldr said, ‘ Thy slaves are for this, viz , to make 
themselves the shields of calamity in emergencies, and thus not to withhold 
then lives and spirits , 

HEMISTICH 

Ho that would serve thee must not (arc for life 

And if by the assistance of fortune and the succor of felicitous desLny, 
service of this nature and the fulfilment of this duty be attainable, and it 
become possible to lay down one’s wealth and life m the path of the service 
of one's benefactor, a reward and gifts are not to be looked for, nor are 
presents and requital to be expected However, the Queen of the Age has 
exerted herself much in this matter, wherefore of these gifts the crown 
adorned with jewels, or tlie scarlet robe omnmeuted with gems befits her , 
and the king ought to present her with whichever she chooses to accept ’ 
The kmg commanded them to carry both of those things into a piivate 
chamber, and he, himself, with the vozi'r Balar, entered Now there was 
in the haram, another damsel whom Uicy used to caU Bazra Afruz ‘ She 
possessed a form such that the sun of the east from shame on her account, 
veiled his face with the cm tain, ‘ UnM the sun is hidden l>y the leil of night,' ^ 
and the fresh rose-leaf, through the diffidence it occasioned, retired into 
concealment behmd its verdant screen 

' ‘ Lighting up the banciuot ’ 

“ Kur'fiii, FI ixiTiu 31, Mar 34, Sole, p 341, 1 27 ‘When the horsciB, standing on 
threo feet, and touching the ground with the edge uf tho fourth foot, and swift m the couxse, 
were sot in parade before him m the evemng, he said, 'Verily I have loved the love of 
earthly good above the remembrance of my Lord , and have spent tho time in viewing these 
horses, until the sun is hidden by the veil of mght bring the horses bock unto me ' 
Solomon IS the person here spoken of, he is said to have forgotten the time of evening 
prayer in looking at these steeds 
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VEK8B 

Small mouth, and oval-face, and archfcd brow, 

Check like the red roio on a verdant bouj^h 
With Emile of honey hkt the sugar-cane, 

Neat, pleasant, charming, sweet, and succulent 
Each tune she smiled she added a new pain 
To wounded hearts, and them with salt besprent 

The king- was warmly attached to her, and although Iran-dukht was, by her 
beauty and piquancy, a mischief to the whole world , and by her grace and 
elegance, a cause of agitation to the age, still the king used to give Bazm Afruz 
a turn with her, and was one night out of every two in the chamber of the 
former This day the king commanded them to coll Bazm Afiiiz, and they 
brought the crown and the robo, and the royal mandate was issued that 
whichever Inin-diilJit chose, the other should full to Bazm Afriiz Irin- 
dul^t was more inclined towards the crown, and that golden constellation 
with gems for stars pleased her most Feeling disposed towards this, she 
looked towards the vazlr Balir to see that he approved oi her choice Balai 
signaled with his eyes towards the robe, and in the midst of his glance the 
king looked towards him Irnn-dnWit saw that that interchange of looks 
was observed, and she snatched iij) the crown in order that the king might 
not discover their consultation , and Balai kept hia eyes just as they were, 
that the king might not observe the signal And lor forty years after that he 
waited at court, whenever he appi cached the king be pieseived the same 
stiabism, lest the king’s suspicion should become certiunty Thus, but for 
the elevemesa ot the va/ir and the queen's own shrewdness both would have 
lost their lives 

I OUl-LFr 

Who makes gnud sense tin punt nl life's iinirvi 
IVill tlirnugh the Imnds of woe a passage foree 

And when Irin-duj^t had had her wishes crowned bv accepting the diadem, 
Bazm Afiuz also was rendered happy' by choosing the seal let robe Now, 
according to the custom aforcs.ud, the king passed one night with her and 
one night with liau-dukht And it happened that one night, when it was 
the turn of Iran-diiUit, the king, in accordance with the stipulation, went to 
Iran-dul^t’s chamber, udio ivith a face lit up with joy and enchanting locks, 

rOUFLFT 

(She with flesh musk had washed each several hair, 

And in life's water hnibed her visage fair ,) 


' Here are two untrauslateahle puns sar aftdzi yaftan, ' to be exalted,' ‘ to be successful,’ 
might moan, if literally translated, 'to obtain an omament for the head,’ and mrJih nl 
shudm, ‘ to be honored,’ means literally ‘to be red-fared,’ which of course the lady would 
be from the reflection of foe scarlet robe In such puenlities and insipidities do Persian 
wntei-B delight 
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had set her golden crown on her head, and holding m her hands a golden 
dish filled with nee, presented herself before the king He ate a morsel 
from the dish, and allocating himself in propmqmty to her, illumined the 
eye of his heart with surveying her beauty At this moment Bazm A&uz 
passed by them clothed in the scarlet robe, with cheeks like a blossoming 
lOae and a face like the moon when two weeks old 

V T.Tm W 

A ararlct robe her symmetrj’ displayed, 

Like cypress with red tulips for a margin 
Her Turkish eyes for hearts kept ambuscade, 

Her eyebrows twain 'gainst breasts were abafts disi barging , 

Her cheeks shone hnglitly from her heavy tresses, 

Like moonlight gleaming from night's dark roccssea 
When the king beheld her he drew back his hand from the food and an 
ovrrjiowenng inclination of his mmd towards her, and a sincero longing for 
her society, removed the rem of sel/-poaaeBHion from the grasp of his power, 
and detached the guidmg-stnngs of repression from the hand of choice 
Approaclung Bazm Afriiz, therefore, he loosed his tongue in eulogy and 
applause, 

COUPLET 

‘ 0 cypress ' treading gratefully, 0 young ruse newly blown ' 

Eyes, stature, chock, to match with thine jiot e’en lu sleep I've known 
By thus coming thou hast opened the doors of joy m my breast, and by this 
graceful approach thou hast given to the winds the hnn ust of my patience 
and composure 

HEMtSTICU 

Hail' fortune, made [thrue] blest by thy approach ' 

He then said to Irin-dukht, ‘ This crown which thou hast token is worthy 
the head of Bnzm Afriiz, and m choosing it thou hast turned from the path 
of nght-dealmg to the region of error ’ The jealousy of love seized the skirt 
ol Inin-dukht, and the flame of the firo of jealousy fell in the chafing-dish 
of lior breast At these words she blushed, and like one distraught, dashed 
the plate of nee upside down on the head of the king, and besmeared there- 
with the royal face and hair Thus the interpretation of the dream which the 
Sage had given, by the occurrence of that contretemps, turned out true The 
fire of the king's wrath was kindled He called the vazlr Balar, anif told him 
the hasty act of which she had been guilty and said, ‘ Take this foohsh 
woman from my presence and cut off her head,’ m order that she may know 
that such as she are not of such importance that they should dare to do such 
audacious things, and we pardon them ’ Balar led the queen out and thought 
to himself, ‘ In this matter it is not right to be precipitate, for this woman is 
jicerless in eloquence and wit, and has no equal in sagacity and mtelligenoe , 
‘ Lit I ' Btnke the neck ’ 
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■Rnd the kmg will not rest without seeing her, and by the bleasing of her pure 
spmt and the auspicious influence of her clear judgment, a number of persona 
have been saved from the whirlpool of destruction It is possible that the 
king wlU deny that he authorised such haste, and ineapoctivo ‘ of the king's 
displeasure, precipitation in such matters does not appear advisable I have 
no better course therefore than to base this transaction on dehberaticn, m order 
that I may not be ashamed when (juestions are put, aud answers given thereupon 

COUPLET 

Wlon Ki^Is wnte with caution their decree. 

They will not by the rulers* tensured be 

1 must pause, theu, two or three days If the king evinces repentance, at 
least the opportunity of remedying the affair will not hav^ gone by But if 
he IB obstinately bcut on putting her to death, and urgent for it, there will 
be no difficulty in aliiymg her Moi cover, by this delay I secure three 
positive advantages , first, the merit of preserving an individual , secondly, 
the acquisition of the king’s favor it he repent of her exceution , thirdly, the 
gratitude of all the people of the realm loi preserving to them such a queen 
as she is, whose beneficence is communicated to all, and the marks of whose 
good works are widely and completely difiused ’ He then conveyed her 
to his own house with a number of confidential attendants, who used to 
perform the service of the king's seiaglio , and he commanded them saying, 
‘ Take charge of her with the utmost caution, and consider the utmost care 
obligatory as to the respect and deference to be shewn to her ’ He then 
himself, with his sabre stained ivith blood and with downcast head like the 
mournful, entered the king’s chamber and said, ‘I have performed the king’s 
command, and have punislicd and (hasLisod that disrespectful one, who had 
set her foot on the carpet of audaeity ' The king’s anger was upon the 
whole somewhat appeased, and the tumultuous billows of the ocean of wrath 
were calmed When he hcaid these words, and recalled the thought of 
her beauty and perfections, and her good sense and judgment, ho was exces- 
sively sorrowful Yet he was ashamed to shew signs of irresolution, and to 
give an urgent command and one for the mb action of it close together, for it 
IS self-evident that conflicting orders are attended with numerous disadvan- 
tages He then began to reproach himself, and said, ‘ This is thy ^ fault in 
that thou hast set clemency and long-aufienng on one side, and, for a slight 
offence, which, m point of fact, might have been forgiven, hast exposed to 
destruction thme own mistress Thou oughtest not for a fault so trivial to 
have issued such on order, but to have assuaged the fire of wrath with the 
water of forgiveness 

' I thmk I may assign this sense to lit'o-i miar 

* Diutdr banddn ‘ wearers of turbans,’ that is, ‘ groat men or learned doctors ' 

* In tbe Persian the pronoun here ebanges from the second to tbe first person, a choiigo 
«bieh would be awkward, if not ungrammatical, in English. 
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VEKSK 

A pioce of fliB thilt funouB man will bo 

Whose breath the Aame of ro^ up-kindlea hij(h , 

Hia fiery wrath exLeeds all jurt degree 
Who ne'ei gives vent to a remorseful sigh ' ' 

However, when the vajifr perceived the signs of penitence on the coun- 
tenance of the king, he said, ‘ The king ought not to ho pensive, for the 
arrow which has leapt from the string cannot he brought hack, nor can 
the slain person be resuscitated cither by strength or gold, and to give way 
to unavailing regret renders the body emaciated and the heart sad, and 
nought can he gained thereby hut the distress of fticuds and the gratification 
of foes Every ^ne, too, viho hears that the king issued an order, and 
repented immediately it was earned into execution, will become distrustful 
of the firmness and steady determmation of his majesty But it behoved the 
king to have been more gentle in this matter, and to have avoided harshness 
and seventy , and like the Letter-poshcssing King, to have mastered his 
resell tmont, so tliat there would have been no room foi repentance But, 
if his command is given, 1 will recount to him a story The king rephed, 
' Of course narrate how that was ’ 

STOKY 111 

Tho right-counseling vurir said, ‘They have related that in the capital 
of Yaman there was a king of a bright spint, of an old judgment, and young 
fortune The eye of tho switt-rcvolving heaven, in the long mtcivals of its 
jonnieys, had never seen on the sky of cmjurc a sun like him , and the ear 
of time, w'hich tests mankind, had, m the space of ages, never heard of a 
governor who possessed his ipiabties 

VEllSE 

Ilnglit as the auii, at feasts his check was lit with beauty’s flume, 
lie, ilragau-hkc, consumed the world m war 
And, by wido-spreudiug bouiit), knew the way men’s hearts to tame, 

Fortune obeyed, nor would hia wishes mar 

Now this king was fond of hunting One day, in a himting-giound, he 
galloped his stcod joyously to left and right, and threw around him’ on every 
side the gaze of vigilance In those environs he saw no quarry, either 
animal or bird, nor did he behold a single creature which was fit to be tho 
prey of a lung The monarch looked about him astonished at these circum- 
stances Fate decreed that a poor wood-cutter, from excessive want 
and poverty had put on a garment made of deor-skm, and had cut down a 
quantity of brambles in that jungle, and, bemg excessively fatigued by that 

' Ilrre rfnif is again ambiguous, signifying both 'smoko,' and ‘sigh ’ 
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labor, had rcelmod against the aide of a rock The king’s eight fell on him 
from a distance, and imagimng it was a deer, he directed a heart-piercmg 
arrow against it 

A fiery dirt, which diving, blood 'giin spill,' 

Like heaven's bolt, upon that wretch did light 
Mischief diatinguisbod not 'twiit good and ill. 

And thus he erred although ho aimed aright 

In short, when the king came up to the quarry and hehcld the man. with 
his breast transfixed, and his heart fuU of blood, he was sorely gneved and 
distressed, and began to tear the face of repentance with the nail of self- 
leproudi, and being afflicted at that rashnchs and precipitation which had 
caused him this regret and cuutrition, he made many excuses to the wood- 
cutter, and, for salve-money, bestowed on him a thousand dinars of red gold 
Downcast he then turned his reins towards his capital, and condescended to 
alight at the door ot the hermitage of a pious lecluse, who was celebrated in 
that city for his sanctity and holiness, nay, was renowned and famous all 
over the world for hia guidance and spuitual directions He then begged cf 
the holy man a piece of advice, which might augment his dignity in this 
world, and m that to come be a cloak to oflences The pious man, by way of 
exposition and gracious explanation, said, ‘ 0 king ' a quality which ensures 
happiness m this world, and felicity in the world to come, is the controlling 
angry feelings, and at the time when WTath is about to overpower us, to 
make choice of mildness 

VEUEE 

Who kindli s up the fliune of wrath on high, 

Hope not from him tlie ways of courtesy 

hot the champings of thy spint wai, 

I’ull back the reins until thy fury slaekt ’ 

The king said, ‘I know that the taste of the bitter beverage of long- 
suffering IS much relished by the palate of reason, but in the time of 
anger I cannot mako mildness ruler over my passions , and at the moment 
when they are inflamed, I cannot bring myself under control ’ The pious 
man replied, ' 1 will write three letters, and do thou deliver them into the 
hand of a select officer, and a confidential and faithful person , m order that, 
when ho beholds the marks of an alteration of temper on thy countenance, 
and perceives the fire of thy anger and inconsiderateness to he kindled, he 
may read one of them to thcc It is probable that when the lesson it 
inculcates is made evident thy mind will be soothed And if he finds that 
the flame of thy rage has not been quenched by tlie water of that admomtion, 
let hun call in the aid of the second , and if the rebellious spint is untamed 

' The first lino seems to intend a play on words, on ah'ulah, ‘ flame,' and gkark, ‘ immer- 
sion in water , ' dar dvardm is ' to brmg forth,’ ‘ to produce ' The arrow then produced 
' immersion ’ in the body The conceit is most forced 
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by that also, let him show the third letter to thee 1 am m hopes that the 
misfortune of that harahness will thus be exchanged for tenderness and kind- 
ness , and when the darkness of resentment is dispelled, assuredly tiie rays of 
clemency and gentleness will replace it 

HEMUTIOU 

When fiends retire, good angels come instead ' 

The king was pleased with those words, and the recluse having written 
throe letters, gave them to one of the king’s attendants The moaning of 
the first letter was, ‘ While thou still retamest the power do not place the 
rems of choice m the grasp of the possession of thy passions, for they will 
plunge thee into the whirlpool of evcrlastmg destruction ’ The contents of 
the second letter were, ‘ In the time of wrath be merciful to those m thy 
power, in order that in the hour of retribution thy superiors may be merciful 
to thee ’ And the substance of the third writing was, ‘ In issuing thy com- 
mands, do not overstep the bounds of the law, and under no circumstances 
abandon what is just 

VEllSE 

What though, as kmg, thy mandate speed unchecked ' 

Play not the tyrant — cruel deeds arc baneful 
Thy Ups may, like the rose, with snidck be decked , 
hut Victims’ eyes, like clouds in Maxih, arc rain-full 
Nor boast the paloce-gardon of thy sway, 

Soon thou must all foisake and pass awa) ’ 

The king took leave of the devotee, and returned to his capital , and 
contmually, m the assembly where he issued his commands, especially in 
the moment of his wrath, they recited to him these three letters , and, for 
the rehnncB which ho placed in them, they called him the ‘ Letter-possesBing 
King ’ Now this monarch had a concubme, of fair face and plcasmg 
mannors, m stature like the cypress, moon-checked, ruby-lipped, silver- 
ohmned, partndgo-gaited, porrot-speeched, 


COUPIiEI 

Moon-faced, of mu«ky fragranee, hearts' delight, 

Soul-cvpanding, heart-deceiving, and moon-bright 

The intoxicated narcissus was enamouicd of her love-sick eye, "and the 
agate of Yaman had its heart crimsoned with blood nt her sweet ver- 
milion hps The beauties of the region of Cathay were captives m the 
fetters of her curlmg tresses , and the coquettes of Kashmir had them 
hearts chained by aflFection for the links of her nnglets fuU of wmdings 
and curls, 

COUPLET 

Fair one ' is there, can there be, a beauty wanting to thy cheek ? 

Of love’s brightest fascinations have wo aught there still to seek f 
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The beauty of her condition derived luatro from the mole of modesty , and 
the bnde-chamber of her beauty was adorned with the ornament of chastity 
and contmenco The king’s heart, was so attached to her good quahties, 
that he withdrew himself from the society of his royal lady, and horn 
daUiance with his other female slaves The king’s bnde, from jealousy of 
hun, was always shedding the tears of poignant regret , and in order to get 
nd of the damsel, through resentment and envy, stirred up all kinds of 
stratagems In short, she disclosed her vexation to the tire-woman of 
the seraglio, and asked her aid m killing the kmg, and removmg the girl 
The tire-woman answered, ‘Inform me what thing the king so admirea 
in the damsel, and what part of her it is that he gazes on most ’ ’ The 
queen replied, 'It has been observed, when they bave been sleepmg 
together, that it is her apple-hke chin, which, from its excessive clearness, 
thou wouldest say is a fruit suspended near the water of life , or a soft 
quinoc, which the hand of Omnipotence has placed upon the citron of her 
throat, upon which he bestows many kisses, and expresses by his gestures 

OOUTLET 

‘Innte mo not, 0 holy man ' to enter Eden's garden fair. 

The apple of her chin outnes the fruits, the flowers that blossom there ’ 

The tire-woman rejoined, * I have found out an easy way to remove the 
king with all despatch Our advisable course is for thee to give mo some 
deadly poison, that I may mix it with mdigo, and go to the apartment of the 
damsel, and make a mole with it somewhere about her chin and throat So 
when the king, m a state of mebnety, applies his bps to it, he wiU die on 
the spot, and thou wilt be quit of this distress ’ The queen was delighted at 
these words, and got ready for her what she wanted, and the tuo-woman, in 
the maimer described, compounded an artful mixture, and havmg placed it 
in a casket of guile, went to the girl’s chamber, and with black artifice 
placed a mole on the chin of that moon, and thus lodged dark-visaged Hirut* 
on the brink of the water of Babal 


* Sco Solo's Kur’ to, p 12,1 22, ‘ But the derils believed not , they taught men sorcery, and 
that which was sent down to the two angels at Babel, Horut and MBrllt ' Un this passage 
Solo bos the following note («) — ‘ Some say only that theso wore two maglcianB, or aug^ 
sent by God to teach men magic and to tempt them But others tell a longer fable , that 
the ahgela expressing their suipnso at the wickedness of the sons of Adam, after prophets 
had been sent to them with divine commissions, God bid them choose two out of their own 
number to be sent down to be judges on earth Whereupon they pitched upon Harttt and 
Marilt, who eiocuted their office with mtegnty for some time, till Zohora, or the planet 
Venus, descended, and appeared before them m tho shape of a beautiful woman bnngmg a 
complaint against her husband (though others say she was a real woman) As soon os they 
saw her, they fell in love with her, and endeavoured to prevail on her to satisfy their 
desires , hut she flew up again to heaven, whither the two angels also returned, but were not 
admitted Howovor, on the interecseion of a certain pious man, they were allowed to choose 
whether they would be pumshed in this life or in the other , whereupon they chose tho 
former, and now suffer punishment accordingly m Babel, where they ore to remam till tho 
day of judgment They add, that if a man lias a fancy to learn magic, be may go to them 
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OODPLET 

That mole is placed upon her chin, a tempting bait, a dangerous snare , 

0 God ' from fortune's evils shield, an^ aye protect the good, the fair 
Novt the king had a slave tvho possessed the entree into the seraglio It 
BO happened that ho overheard behind a curtain the conversation of the queen 
and the tire-woman, and saw with his own eyes the latter go to the chamber 
of Ihe slave-girl, and put the mole on her cheek Ihe call of loyalty and gra- 
titude impelled him to acquaint the girl with that deceit He could however 
find no opportunity, and the king, too, waa in a state of intoxication, and it 
OS noways possible to make known to hiin that secret At length the king, 
accoiding to his familor and wonted custom, entered the apartment of the 
gill, and fiom excessive intoxication fell asleep As, however, grateful 
affection laid hold of the skirt of the slave, he softly approached the pillow of 
the damsel, and with the corner of his sleeve wiped away the mark of the 
indigo from her chin Meanwhile the king awoke, and beheld the slave 
with his hand extended to the girl’s chin The heat of jealousy placed him 
on the fire of wrath, and with his diamond-like sword he made at the slave 
The latter ran out from the pnvate chamber, and the king issued m pursuit of 
him with lus scymitar drawn A confidential officer was standing there, and 
held the letters in his hand When he beheld the king incensed, ho advanced 
and displayed one letter The ocean of the king's fury, however, was not 
calmed thereby He then uttered the contents of the second, yet the fire of 
mischief was not quenched But when the third letter reached the place of 
representation, the kmg allowed himself to be somewhat composed and 
calmed, and swaHowod the hitter draught of angor He then oaUod the slave 
kindly to him and said, ‘ Why didst thou do this hold deed ^ ’ The slave 
truthfully detailed the circumstances , whereupon the king called his hnde, 
and exerted himself to an extraordinary degree in inquiry into that treason, 
and examining into that deceit The queen denied the facts, and said, ' The 
slave lies, and I have often noticed this abandoned and worthless wretch 
doing similar things to the girl But I waa ashamed on the kmg’ s account to 
make known his impudence Besides it might possibly have been supposed 
that I was calumniating them tlirough jealous} How, Praise be to God ' 
the king bos seen it with his own cyca To admit of any pause therefore in 
destroymg the traitor is injurious to tlie roj al character for justice, and when 
anger takes place m its proper season, it is doubtless many degrees better 
than clemency 

COUPLET 

The thom la but for burning-, it For placing m the collar were unfit ’ 

and hear their voice, but cannot boo thom — This story Mohammed took directly from the 
Tersian Magi, -who meutioD two rebellious angels of the same names, now hung up by their 
feet with thou heads do-wnwarda in the territory of Babel And the lews have something 
Idco thii of the angel Shambozoi, who, having dihauched himself with women, repented, ana 
by way of penance hung himself up between heaven and earth ' 
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The king looked towards tke slaye, wko said, ‘ 0 king ' prosperous, and 
the means of the tranquillity of the age ' it is possible that the rcmams of this 
powder may still be m the tire-woman’s box If the royal order be issued 
for her attendance, perhaps this doubt will altogether be removed ’ The 
king commanded, and they brought the tire-aoman and her box into the 
presence, and gave her a little ot that indigo powder to eat The instant 
she swallowed it she died, and when the tiiie state of the case was thus 
made known to the king he imprisoned the queen, and gave the slave a 
writing of liberation, and committed to his charge the government ot some 
districts of that kingdom So that world-protecting monarch, inasmuch as 
he adorned the face of his own pioceedings, with tho ornament of clemency, 
was saved from being harmed liy the tiro-woman , and by tho blessing of his 
gracious endurance, escaped the injury of that black deed , and a secret of 
such peril was made known to him, and he was enabled to discern between 
friend and foe 

And I have adduced this story that in the mirror of tho clear judgment 
of the king, this beautiful idea may shew itself, that kings ought m no 
affair to act precipitately, nor without reflection and duo thought, to order 
anythmg to bo put in execution 

STANZA 

Like a fierce lire, or a raging ocean, 

Commanilh of monaichs may destroy a world 
It fits not then in times of wild emotion, 

The thunders of their will b« round them hurled ’ 

The king said, ‘ I have ened in giving this order, and the words passed 
my bps in a moment of anger At least, then, thou oughtest, as befits the 
character of prudent counsellors, to have observed, therein, due deliberation 
And it is stiange that thou shouldost have chosen to be so precipitate and 
put to death such a peerless lady ’ The vazir replied, ‘ For one woman the 
king ought not to suffer his august mind to be so troubled that ho may not 
be kopt back from the enjoyment of intercourse with tho other servants of 
his seragho 

COirPLFT 

WTiat, has the rypress perished > Yea I but Nfirvan ' flowers the eye still bless 
The tulip’s gaudy bloom is o'er, then mark the jasmme's lovLlmcss ' 

When, from tho tenor of the vazfr’s words, the king tmderstood that 
Iran-dukht had been slam, a sigh issued from hia bosom, and falling mto 
the whirlpool of grief, he was saymg to himself, 

tonpiET 

‘ Freely, 0 breast ' indulge in gnef , for lo ' 

My heart etimds girt to emulate thy woe ' 

NarMan nr Narwun is, perhaps, the pomegranate, or a spoeios of cherry. 
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Alas ' for the beauty of the flower-garden of youth, which, like the rose's 
promise, has been short-lived aud alack ’ for that plant of the garden of pro- 
sperity, which by the calamity of the autumn of separation has shed its leaves. 

VEBSE 

N ow pTOBtratc in the duet, tdas ' the cypresB of thy Btatnrc Ues, 

Aud earth, alas ' and }ct, alas ' that pnceleBa gem o'crcauopies 
The place for it, thy place ludcod, thy fitting place was on our eyes 
Alas ' and yet again, alas ' that pecrlcsa gem in dust now lies ’ 

He then turned to his vazlr and said, ‘ I am filled with gnef at the death 
of Iran-dukht ' The vazir rejilied, ‘ Three persons are always the prisoners 
of gnef, and fettered hy woe The first, is he who expends his energies in 
doing ill I'he second, is he who does not do good when he has the power 
The third, is he who acts without reflection, and whose conduct, bemg of this 
nature, issues in remorse ' I'he king said, ‘ 0 Halur • thou didst not pause in 
putting Iran-duWt to death, and by the trouble thou tookost to no good 
purpose, she perished ' The va/ir rephod, ‘ The labor of threo persons is 
vain first, that of a person who clothes himself in white, and practices the 
trade of a glass-blower, next that of a washerman, who with costly 
garments stands m the water and washes clothes, thirdly, that of a 
merchant, who secures a good wife, and having left her at home chooses to 
take a long journey And I did not exert myself to secure her death , I did 
but obey the king's command, and in this matter it is your majesty on whom 
censure lightly faUt , since, though his prudence does not fall short m 
noticing the issues of affairs, and his visual faculty comprehensively surveys 
the tcrmmations of things, still m this mandate his penetrating sagacity 
failed to discern, and his nght aiming foresight missed the dchboration due 

COUPLBT 

Prudcnco ought to have swayed the royal word 
Had it dune bo, these tlimgs had not occurred ’ 

The king responded, ‘ Cease these words and bethink thyself of this, that 
a longmg to behold her keeps mo sad, and 1 know not how to prepare a cure 
for this sorrow ’ The vazi'r replied, ‘ The hand of remedy reaches not to the 
skirt of this business, and in this transaction regret is unavaihng , and 
whoever plunges into a thmg without reflecbon, and undertakes a matter in 
which repentance is of no use, will meet with what that Pigeon met with.’ 
The king demanded, ‘How was that’’ 

STOET IV 

The vazi'r said, ‘ They have related that a paor of Pigeons had collected 
some grams of corn in the beginning of summer, and stored them up m a 
retired place as a hoard lor winter Now that com was moist, and when 
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Buminer drew to a close, the heat of the atmosphere had hod such an effect 
upon the com, that it dried up and appeared less than it did at first. Dunng 
these days the male Pigeon was absent ffom home When he came back 
and obserred that the corn appeared to be less m quantity, he began to 
reproach Ms partner, and said, ‘We had laid up this gram for our food in 
winter, that when the cold became excessive, and from the quantity of snow 
no com was to be found on the fields, we might support ourselves with this 
At this tune, when pickings ore to be met with in mountain and plain, why 
hast thou eaten our supphes ^ and why hast thou swerved from the path of 
prudence ^ Hast thou not heard, pray, that the sages have said, 

CODPLET 

‘ Now that thou hast food in plenty do thy best it up to store, 

That thou may' at still have abundanco when the harvest-time is o’er ’ 

The female Pigeon said, ‘ I have eaten none of this grain nor have 1 
used any of it in any way whatever,’ As the male Pigeon saw that the 
grain had decreased, he did not beheve her denial, and pocked her till she 
died Aftorwaids in the wintci when the ram fell incessantly, and the 
maiks of dampness were evident on door and wall, the gram imbibed 
moisture and returned to its former state The male Pigeon then discovered 
what had been the causo of the apparent loss, and began to lament and 
to bewail hia separation from his affectionate partner Thus he wept 
bitterly and said, ‘ Grievous is this absence of my friend, and moie gnevous 
still that repentance is unavaihng 

OOTlPLST 

"With pru(Uncc act, for haste will causo thee pain 
And lose, und to rcgict the lost is ^am ' 

And the moral of this story is, that it behoves a wise man not to he 
precipitate m inflicting punishment, lest, like the Pigeon, he suffer from the 
anguish of separation ’ The king said, ‘ If I was hasty ui word, thou, too, 
didst show piecipitation in deed, and hast plunged me into this distress ’ 
The vazir replied, ‘ Three persons plunge themselves into distress One, is 
he who 13 careless of himself in battle, so that he receives a severe wound 
The second, is he who has no heir, and amasses wealth by unlawful means, 
which will he dissipated by accidents, and bring him pumahment in the end. 
And the third, is the old man who ties the mamage-knot with a profligate 
and youthful wife, and sets his heart upon her , while that wife every day 
prays to Ood for his death, and disagrees with him’ The kmg rejoined, 

' Prom this deed one may derive proof of thy rashness ’ The vozfr replied, 
'Eashness is shewn m the conduct of two poisons One, is he who depoats 
hia money with strangers The other, is ho who makes a fool arbiter between 
himself and his adversary And 1 have not chosen to act precipitately m 
this affair The utmost that I have done is to seek to obey the king in 
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^xecufanj; lus commands ’ The king replied, ' I am much grieved for 
Irin-dukht ’ The vazi'r answered, ‘It is fitting to grieve for five kmda of 
women The first, is she who has a beneficent nature and a noble mind, 
and graceful form and perfect chastity The second, is she who is wise and 
long-auffenng, and sincere and attached The third, is she who ehooses the 
advisable course in cvorytliing, and who is kind whether absent or present 
The fourth, is she who makes agreement and aubinission her under and upper 
garment in good and bad, in welfare and adversity The fifth, is she who is 
of fortunate presage and happy augury, and the hlessmg of whose footstep is 
manifest to her husband , and lian-dukht was adorned with all these virtues 
If tlie king evinces gnef for her loss it will be but what is right , for without 
a faithful partner, there is neither enjoyment in life nor happiness in existence 

COUPLET 

It IS not BO plrnsurable, fiicndlcss, lone to live , 

Life, alone and friendless, eannol so much pleasure five ’ 

The king said, ‘ U Balar ' thou art bold m thy language, and dost over- 
step the bounds of respect , and 1 am of opinion that it is necessary to 
remove to a distauce from thee ' The vazfr replied, ' Distance is desirable 
from two persons One, is he who regards good and had as equal, and 
imagines that future rewards and punishments do not exist The other, 

18 ho who outwardly preserves himself pure from things prohibited by law, 
and mwoidly from interdicted pastimes’ The king answered, ‘Do we 
appear vile in thy sight, that thou thmkest tit to dare to utter these words ' ’ 
The vazir replied, ‘The groat appear contemptible m the ejes ot three 
classes of persons The first, is the impudent servant, who, in season and 
out of season, in sitting down and getting up, and at supper and bieakfast, 
takes his place with his master, and whose master, too, jokes with him, 
and relishes his ribaldry The second, is the villam domestic, who has the 
control of his master's goods, and opens the hand of embezzlement there- 
upon, BO that in a short time his wealth surpassEs that of his master, and 
he thinks himself the hotter ot the two The third, is the servant who, 
without deserving it, has confidence reposed in him, and, becoming acquainted 
W'lth the secrets of his master, is puffed up with that honor ’ The kmg 
said, ‘ I have tried thee, and thou went better untried ’ The vazfr replied, 

‘ Eight persons cannot be tried save in eight positions . the brave man in 
battle, and the farmer in cultiiation, and great men m the hour of anger, 
and the merchant in the time of reckoning, and a friend m the season of 
need, and men of a generous nature in the time of adversity, and the pious 
man in storing up the rewards of the final state, and the learned man m 
the moment of discourse and discussion ' In short, how much soever the 
kmg continued making displeased rejoinders to the vazfr, so much the more 
did the latter give buck answers sharper than the pomts of darts dipped m 
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venom , and placing on his tongue * words m keenness like a sword of 
diamond, kept uttering them, and the king, patiently submitting to them, 
persevenngly swallowed those bitter draughts 

VEMP 

Ho thnt u rational, is patient, too , 

But Bonselcsa ho whom anger masters True, 

Patience, at first, seems sour os poisonous things. 

It turns to honey, when it inward springs 

At length, the vazlr loosed the tongue of eulogy, and said, 'May the 
shade of the glory of the king, the shadow of God, be perpetuated over tho 
faces of mankmd, and may the sun of his grandeur contmue to shine from 
the pinnacle of exaltation and tho summit of greatness ' I, thy slave, who 
with the steps of boldi^pas have traversed the plum of audacity, and have 
ventured to chagnn your exalted majesty with the abundnneo of my g ulling 
remarks, have done so to teat your nature, endowed with amiable quahties , 
and thanks he to God Most High • that if any one seeks for the kmg's like, 
and would trace out one resembling him, 

HEMISTICH 

Bare in the glass and stream’s reflection, one can nowhere find his peer 

What a noble nature is this, adorned with tho beauty of mildness and 
virtue ' and how precious is this chaiaotcr which is beautified with the 
ornament ot patience, and composure, and amiability ' And assuredly 
greatness is restricted to such a person, and the name of nobility belongs 
solely to the like of one so glonuus 

VEBSE 

Greatness is uot in fame and rumor solely. 

Nor m.iguaiiiraity in run tvncoit 
Thf name of ' noble ' is to none more wholly 
Due than to him whoso praiso mankind repeat 
As Tirtuf -gifted, and in temper sweet ‘ 

The king said, ‘ 0 Balar ' thou kiiowcst w ell that I have based the 
affairs of my empire on clemency and compassion, and laid the substructure 
of my rule on tenderness and forbearance And if sometimes directions 
have been isued for the correction ot a party who, from arrogance, evinces a 
refractory spirit, and of those who enter avowedly and openly into a position of 
contest and strife, this is done to preserve the respect duo to tho government, 
and to keep in order the regulations of the empire Otherwise tho expanse of the 
ocean of my lofty spirit is not so limited as that it should roll the waves of 
anger on the excitation of such words os these 
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BTANZA 

No willow I whose leovee each breath makes tremble, 

Nor straw that shiiTels ea fire onward clmibB 
The shout-rctummg hill 1 nought resemble, 

Nor cloud which winds make weep a hundred times ’ 

The vazir said, ‘ A commandment of that nature is rare, and [it is said], 

‘ The rare like the non-exiatent,’ and [tho kmg’a] mildness has remedied it 
this day, for in no history have they recorded that a fortunate monarch and 
a potvciful ruler with a sharp sword and potent wiU, has been seated on the 
throne of his greatness , while an offending servant, standmg in his 
lowly position, has uttered disrespectful words , and, steppmg beyond his place, 
has given his tongue free license What, in such a case, could prevent the 
due chastisement bomg enforced, save vast clemency and perfect pity ^ 

i 

UEMISTIOH 

The more I err, tho more thy grace ahounds ’ 

The king responded, ' When a slave acknowledges his crime and sees 
With hiB own eyes the trace of guilt on the pages of his own conduct, of 
course he will be in a position to be excused , and the beneficent man has no 
alternative but to accept an apology 

HEMISTICH 

The generous will excuses aye admit ' 

The vazfr answered, ‘ 0 kmg I I confess my guilt, and my offence is that 1 
have thought it permissible to postpone the execution of the king’s mandate, 
and have delayed to put Iran-dukht to death, and pausing through fear of 
this terror-exciting word, and through dread of this rebukeful address, have 
avoided precipitation in alaymg her Now it is for tho king to order and 
command 

COUPLET 

Wliotbcr thou art gracious, or thou wareat the unpitymg Bword, 

I have bowed my nock before thee, aa a captive to hws lord ' 

As soon as the king heard these words, the signs of dehght and 
exultation, and tho eTidenco of joy end gladness were evident on his 
august countenance He erected to the summit ol tho highest heavens the 
banner of tho performance of tho praises of God , and, having performed 
tho prostrations of infinite thanksgivings, he raised his joyful shouts beyond 
tho top of tho ethoTcol sky and said, 

vnass 

Glad tidiugB thofici, 0 Fortune ’ th&t my 'wuh tho door has entered m , 

The hapleas lover finds once more his eoul tho body centred in 

She, hke the rose, at whoso perfume, smiles did the spint’s hp illume, * 

With radiant chock, more bright than flowers once more my door has entered m * 


The hthographed edition omits this second couplet 



OHAFTEB XII. STOEY IV. 


393 


He then contiuuedj ‘I waB left m amazement m that thou continuedst to 
apeak m such wise aa to lead me to the belief that Irin-duWit was alain , yet 
I well knew thy aincero attachment and judiciousness, and could not but 
think that thou wouldeat delay the execution of that order ’ The voziT 
rephed, ‘My rejoinders were made m order that I might thoroughly under- 
stand the king’s purpose, and see whether he repented of that order or 
not If I had found your majesty still bent on her death, I should have 
secretly hastened the despatch of that afiair Smcc, however, the king's 
mind IB more inclined to suffer her to live, I have made known my fault and 
offered my oicusea for the delay ’ The king responded, ‘ Thy caution and 
prudence are the more eonapicious to me in this affair, and my confidence in 
thy sagacity and discernment has been augmented , and I have accepted the 
service which thou hast done, and the fruits thereof will reach thee with 
the utmost speed Thou must now, this instant, proceed to Iran-dukht, 
make known all the circumstances and convey to her many excuses, and 
respectfully request, in the best way possible, that she will come hither, 
which alone wdl be a key to the gates of the acquisition of our dearrea and 
the capital of joyful union and delight 

COUPLET 

Come ' for to moot thee ib my prayer, the prayer I'm still repeating ' 

My ear is straiiuiig for thy voitt — my eyes to give thee greeting ’ * 

Balir came out fiom the king's picsence and conveyed to Iran-dukht the 
good nows of her safety and the happy tidings of her being about to meet her 
loyal lover 

COUFLET 

0 heart ' complain not, like the bud, thy bloom thou canst not hasten, 

The morning gale a bree/e sli.ill bring and thy closed state unlssten 
Iriin-duttt, obepng the royal mandate, hastened to wait on the king , and 
having performed the requisite obeisance, loosed the tongue of gratitude and 
thankfulness The king said, ‘ Thou must ascribe this obligation to Solar, 
seeing that he fulfilled all that prudence could require, and paused in 
executing this purpose ’ Balar said, ' 1 had the moat complete confidence in 
the perfect clemency and compaaaion of your imperial majesty, and the 
excess of your benevolence and infinite mercy , and my consideration 
sprang tbencB into existence , otherwise, how could a slave venture to 
delay in executing the command of the sultan ? ’ The king replied, ' 0 Solar ' 
be of stout heart, for thy hand has free scope in my dominions, and thy 
command has obtained equal weight with my own, and there shall be no oppo- 
sition to whatever thou mayest say or do m loosing and binding, and 
commanding and prohibitmg ’ Solar answered, ‘Your majesty's former 
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favors and bountoous Eicts outstrip all our services, and could 1 obtain a life 
of a thousand years’ duration, I could not return thanks for one m a thousand 
of those bounties 

COUPLET 

Tht! lUy ma.j ite hundred tongues all use, 

'T uill fiul to render to the spring its dues 

But the prayer of your slaves is this, that hereafter your majesty will not 
evmco precipitation in your acts, that the punty of the conclusion may be 
free from the oLscuration of repentance’ The king responded, ‘We have 
deigned to listen to this counsel with the ear of acceptance , and for the 
future we will not issue a mandate without consultation and askmg 
approval ’ ' He then bestowed on the vazfr and Iran-dukht, robes of honor 
of great value, and having moved joyfully forth from the dark cell of 
separation into the bnde-chamber of union, he set in bright array the 
assembly of mirth 

COOPLFT 

A noble banquet they m order set, 

And lu joy's flouci-gaiilcu, smihng, met 

A beautiful cupbearer poured from a silver goblet pure wine to be quaffed’* 
by the gay companions, and the delicious liquid irrigated the plant ot 
enjoyment on tho nvulot of their bosoms 

COUPLET 

IlraTO F the wiuo, to pleasure giving birth, 

Made brisk the marl of jollity and mirth 

Sweet-voioed minstrels with harmonious concert of every kind of stringed 
instrument were bringing the bird of the heart into a state of fluttering 
excitement, and tlio melodies of song were inviting to the banquet of mirth 
and joy The delicate tnlls of the harp imitated tho wurblings of the bird of 
a thousand songs, and the ravishing and tender tones of the lute effaced the 
rust from the mirror of tho breasts of the intoxicated 

VEKSE 

SingciB like Venus vnth thiir swoet-toned Toires, 

And goblets dashing bright like Mercury 
The sound of mirth each swcUmg hreabt rejoices, 

Just FIB each ftiklemmd would wish the tone to be 
The remamder of the day and all tho mght they spent m festivity * 

ooupLwr 

Next day, when mom with world-iUaming ray, 

Conducted night auspiciously to day, 

the king gave a pubhc levde and sate on tho throne of justice, and the vazfr 
Balir, having performed the required obeisance, demanded on his own behalf 

' latijdiat seems an unusually strong word for a despot to use It signifies ‘ asking 
leape ' 

‘ Lit , ' mto the palate ' 
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and as representative of the wife and children of the hing, justice on the 
Brahmans, and recounted the interpretation of the dreams as they had 
dehvered * it m the manner aforesaid Wherefore the king’s command 
was condescendingly uttered, that they should summon the sago KWdun 
into the presence, and the king committed to hia decision the punishment 
of the Brahmans At the suggestion of Kartdun, they impaled some 
of them, and casting the majority under the feet of elephants, crushed 
them to an eipuality with the dust of the road, and the sage said, 
‘ This IB the punishment of traitors and the chastisement of the perfidious 

TBME 

Who from its ebeath the cruel dagger take, 

Heaven with the tame will them decapitate 
And none their face like anvil rigid make, 

Put mu*)! the avenging liammei’s blows awj.it ' 

After getting nd of his enemies, the king committed to liis vazii the 
government of his kingdom, and yielding himself up to the delights of love 
with Ir.in-dulAt, lie fully satisfied tho requirements of pleasuie 

Hold dear the night at loie mid mirth, and take thy fill of plcaanre , 

The fortunes of the coming day no forcsigiit e’er can measure 

This IS the stoiy of the excellence of mildness and composure, and 
their Bupcnoiity to the other qualities and habits of kings and princes, and 
let it not remain hid from the intelligent, that the advantage to be derived 
fiom the recital ot this narrative, is tho admonition of the readers and 
warning to the lieareis, to make the experience of those who have 
preceded them, and the directions ot the wise, a pattcin for their own 
proceedings, and to base their religious and worldly affairs, and the 
substructures of their transactions of to-day and to-morrow on tho rules 
of wisdom, and the pedestal of prudence , and to turn from impetuosity and 
rashness towards gravity and calmnoss And whoever is (hstinguished 
by the eternal favor, assuredly the head of his spirit will bo adorned 
With the diadem of courtesy, and tho shoulder of his pre-eminence 
will be decked with the scarf of clemency , for courtesy and clemency make 
an enemy a friend, and exalt a fnend to the position of a kinsman 

vBiisr 

Dost thou consort with Mockness — Courtesy > 

Thy msl will prove faithful as ‘ a comrade of tho cave ' * 

Thou among men make uouo thy enemy, 

That with thee tunc may circle on as thy true friends would have 

' For bar mmt-t ma^ut takrir hariah budand, ono MB reads ghalat takrir kardah 
biidand, ‘ as they hod wrongly interpreted ' 

® Ydr-i ghtLr. a name of Abti-bakr, who was with Muhammad when bs lay hid in ths 
cave durmg his night Hence, any intimate companion 
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CHAPTEE XIII 

ON THE SHUNNING THE SPEECHES OF THE PEHFIDIOUS AND 
TRAITOROUS BY KINGS 

INTEODUCTION 

COrplBT 

Tlisi amicnt sagv, who the world'a conflicts know, 

[In limgiiago swcot] thus wisdom's -veil undicw 

And when King DibiBliHm had heard this story from the sage Bidpdf, he 
offered praise, from the signification of which the perfumes of fnondship 
would reach the nostnla of the saintly, and whose import gave intelligenoe 
of the royal diplomas of the happy tidings of tho morn of fehcity, and said, 

COUPLET 

< 0 thou ' from whom, in problems dark, the reason light has won , 

And hy whoso sense thought's knotty points are all with case undone, 

I have heard the description of the advantage of mildness and endurance, 
and the detriment of impetuosity and rashness , and have comprehended the 
superiority of composure and mildness over the other virtues of pnnees and 
qualities of potentates Now recount a story illustrative of kings retaming 
faithful and loyal servants, and point out what class of persons best appre- 
ciate the value of patronage, and return thanks most fully for the benefits 
conferred on them ’ The Tfiahman, in reply to the praises of the king, 
having arranged the offenng ot benediction, said, 'May the most perfect 
share and most universal portion ot every rare gift of fortune which unveils 
its face from the fabric, ‘Assistance fiom God and a speedy victory,’^ and 
every fehcitous boon which is displayed on the ornamented hnde’s seat, ‘For 
victory u from God alone,’ * be particularly bestowed on his highness the 
ruler of the kingdom ' 

' Kur’kn, In 13, Sale, p 408, 1 14 ‘ Believe m God and hia jostle 
And yo ahall obtain other tbinga which yo desire, namely, assistance from God, and a speedy 
victory ' 

“ KiiFtn, FI. Ill 122 , Mar 126 , Sale, p 47, 1 6 'And this God designed only as 
good tidings for you, that your hearts might rest secure for victory is from God alone, the 
mighty, the vnae ’ I take this opportunity of correcting a bttle slip in that wonderftiUy 
aoDUrato work, G FlugeTs ' Concordance of tho Kur’in,’ the only one I have yet founl 
Under md should be inserted ' chap ui 122,' as is proved by this passage and by referrmg to 

jljT, 
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VEBSL 

0 may the pardon's nurae erase, with th' eastern breeze's aid,' 

The duet from off the tulip’s fore and the Arj^hwin’s blushing cheek ' 

May the glory's parterre, whither galea from Faiadiac have strayed, 

Safe continue from the ravage uf the winds of autumn bleak ' 

The most powerful assistance in the matter, whereof the king has spoken, 
18 to discern the proper field for emplopng [each individual] , and it behoves 
a kmg to test the com of his servants with a variety of experiments on the 
t(^chstone of trial , and to make himself acq^uamted with the assay-value of 
the judgment, and knowledge, and smeenty, and prudence of each, and so 
to rely on their temperance, and integrity, and good faith, and honesty For 
the capital stock for the seivice of kings is truthfulness, and truthfulness 
cannot exist without the fear of (rod and uprightness And the bcginnmg 
of all knowledge is fear ^ and awe [as it is said], ‘ Such only of his servants 
fear God as are endued with understanding ' ' Every aervimt of the king that 
fears God, the king, too, will have strong grounds for reliance on him , and 
the people will see in him a prop of hopefulness 

rrnsE 

One who fonra Gad he o’er thy people set. 

For 'tis the pious man builds up the State 
One who dreads Heaven for thy vazir get, 

Not one who fears the king and his own fate 

And assuredly it is not fit that a linr and an untruthful man should ho 
raised to a position of tonfidence, and should obtain the power of access to 
the king's secrets , for thence troubles will arise, and the injiinous effects 
thereof will be evident for a long, long pciiud ' The king said, ‘ This subject 
requires detailed explanation, for men without birth, or dignity, or real 
worth, may be adorned with some attractive quahtics, yet in the end their 
affairs, commencmg a ictrogradc movrment, will become the cause of Bhamo 
to their patrons 

COUILPT 

Ho that IS by nature base, though faithful he at first may be, 

Will alter in the end, and prove bent on acting cruelly ' 

The Brahman said, ‘ The distinct cxposihon of this matter is, that three 
qualities are required for the seivajit of a kmg Tho first is uprightness in 
action, for a trustworthy man is approved both by tho Creator and by 

* Lit , ‘ hand ' 

2 Soe Proverbs, c i v 7 'The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge ’ 

3 Kui-'in, FI xzxv 25, Mar 28, Sale, p 328, 1 29 ‘Dost thou not see that 
sendeth down ram from heaven, and that wc thereby produce fruits of various colon I in 
the mountains also theie are some tracks white and lod, of vanous colors , and otners ore oi 
a deep black and of men, and beasts, aad cattle, there are whose colors are m like mamw 
vanous Such only of his servants fear God as are endued with understanding venly lioU 
IS mighty, and ready to forgive ' 
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creatures, and is fit and worthy to be entrusted with the secrets of kings 
and the management of state-affairs The second is truthfulness in speech, 
for the blemish of falsehood is a huge crime, and it is an indispensable duty 
for a king to shun those who speak falsely And if all good qualities were 
collected in a person, and he were celebratod for his gratitude and thankful- 
noss, yet if he be false in speech he is not worthy of confidence The third 
quality is a generous nature and high spirit, for a mean man, and one 
destitute of magnanimity does not rightly appreciate the value of what is 
bestowed on him, and of the bounty shewn to him And from whatever 
direction the wind comes, thither his mcbnations arc cvmccd 

HSHISTICH 

When the wind changed, he, as it veered, veered too 
And they have said, with relation to the unfaithful, 

OOUPI ET 

Plant firm thy foot in friendship’s path, luishalien os the ground , 

And he not, like the breere, each hour in a new quarter fouud 

And it behoves a king to fix his eyes on the virtuous qualities of his 
servants, not on their coraelmess or strength,* for the beauty of the servants 
of princes is reason and ability, and their strength is knowledge and sagacity 
And when any one is adorned with tlio ornaments of excellent qualities, 
and IB free from the practice of corrupt habits, and unites m himcelf 
hereditary virtue and acquired mcnt,“ and who issues from the crucible of 
trial pure and uneuUied in the manner that has been mentioned, it is right 
that the kmg should observe every beneficial mcasuie m encouraging him, 
and deliberately and by regular degrees elevate him to the different ranks of 
favor and stages of authority Thus his honor wdl be estabhshed in aU eyes, 
and his awe in all hearts And the sages have said, ' It behoves a king, in 
encouraging his servants, [to proceed] like a skilful physician For, as the 
latter, until, in the first place, he has fully ascertamed and distmctly mquired 
into tile state of tho sick man, and the duration of his indisposition, and the 
nature and extent of his sickness, and its causos and symptoms, and until 
he has acquired perfect acquaintance and complete knowledge both on 
general and particular points, and the evidences of the pulso and unne, does 
not commence the remedies, nor ventures on prescriptions , so a Itfng, too, 
ought to acquaint himself with the circumstances of each of his attendants 
minutely and generally, and inform himself of his method of action, and 
manner of speech, and mode of procedure Then let him begin to promote 
him and raise him to power, and not place Confidence m any with too groat 


* I am doubtful of those meanings of tajammul and vUizhar, hut they seem to suit tho 
paMige 

- The li/i after muktasab in thr editions had hotter be expunged 
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facility, lest it prove a source of regiet and repentance. And the principal 
point IB, that the attendants of princes should be trustworthy, and to be 
depended upon , as well that the secrets, financial and administrativo, may 
continue safe, as also that the soldiers and people may bo preserved from 
injury and harm For if, which heaven forofend ’ one of the favorite 
courtiers be led into the evil quality of treason, and his words bo honored 
with acceptance by the monarch, it is possible that he may plunge some 
innocent person into destruction, and thus cause disgrace to his prince, and 
bring upon him evil consequences in the end And among the narratives 
which relate to this subject is the story of the Goldsmith and the Traveler ' 
Tlie king asked, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 

STOKY I 

The Brahman said, ‘ They have related that in the royal city of Halab,' 
there was a famous king and prosperous potentate, and many princes of that 
age had drawn the ring of fealty to him through the ear of their minds, and 
most of the rulers of the time had taken upon the shoulder of their heart the 
cloth of obedience to his wiU 

STANZA 

A loader through whoai goodly justice earth with wholeBome laws was blest, 

A Caisir from whoso radiant spirit that bright epoch guidance gained 
■Wherever his imperial will the stirrup of advancing pressed, 

Thither tnunipli mid good-foitune with him, too, their coursers reined 

And this king hud a daughter sun-f.iccd and nioon-visaged, the light of 
whose check had imparted splendor to the countenance of the sun, and the 
scent of whose musky ringlets perfumed the nostnls of the age 

VEUSE 

Her ruby lip the seal of J amshid's ring , 

Her mouth was smaller than a signet’s circle 
Her chtek did to the air fresh pmLnesa hnng , 

A hundred horse-shoes, envious glowed at hor curl 
The Magians in their prayers turned to her cheek. 

Her mouth was what love’s mendicants would seek 

The kmg kept this gem unique from the eyes of all others, and oontmued 
to cherish her like a royal pearl, in the shell of concealment and virtuous 
privacy One day they were preparing an ornament for this maid, and they 
had occasion for the services of a clever goldsmith, such a one as might be 
perfect in his craft Now in that city was a Goldsmith, who deserved to 
have the glowing haU of the sun for his melting operations, and for whose 
silver-smelting the bnght crucible of the moon seemed a fitting laboratory. 


That IE ‘ Aleppo ’ 
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In Taluing precious atones his quickness was such, that the instant he saw 
a shell, he knew the worth of the pearl inside it , and in assaying metals, 
his skill was so great, that, without expenmentalising with a touch-stone, he 
used to announce the quantity of alloy and pure metal 

Hia craft he plied aesiduoue day and night, 

Such iraa his craft all that he did to gold 
Was turned each thmg with gold and sdrer dight, 
lie fashioned so aa no one else could mould 

The king hod heard his fame, and had seen some of his beautiful works 
and excellent articles, wherefore he, on this occasion, sent for him to the 
seraglio, and held a consultation with him. as to the preparation ot the 
ornament The Goldsmith was a young man of jirepossesamg countenance 
and sweet tongue During the convcisation, the king’s heart took pleasure 
m his words, and the royal mind felt an inclination to meet him constantly 
And he, day hy day, by the astonishing akiU of his performances and his 
admirable discaiirsc, was fascinating the king, and every hour the latter, 
too, shewed him more favor and honor, until he became the confidential 
visitor of the seragho, and the pnneess, upon whom sun and moon had never 
cast their shadow, admitted him to mtorvicwa [seated] behind a curtain 

HEMISTICH 

He to whom the heart is opened finds in his friend's Haram place 

And this king had a vazfr celebrated for the solidity of his judgment, and 
notonous and well-known for the rectitude of his counsels The writing ot 
hiB world-Bubdumg pen was the viclonous chronicle of tnumph, and the 
effect of hiB universe-adoming thought was the fringe of the robe of majesty 
The pious and the great used to place confidence m his clear judgment, and 
the landowneis and leaders of the faith had the stock of life augmented hy 
hiB pen, which was gifted with the miraculous powers of Khizr 

COUPLET 

Thy pen, great Heaven ' did singly, fur religion and the state, 

Life's water m a hundred springs ftom one luL-drop create 

When the vazi'r saw that the king went beyond the hounds of moderation 
m his patronage of the Goldsmith, and earned his undue attentions to him, 
and consideration for him, to the limit of excess, he, out of pure attachment 
and loyalty, at a proper opportunity and a convenient time, on a pretext 
which was not beyond the circle of congmity, turned the reins of the courser 
of hiB discourse toward the affair of the Goldsmith, and said, ‘0 king ' former 


' The cflitinns wrongly omit the negative before gat ddn'tdah A few Imos ahovo the 
priutid edition has ’lqi for 'aa: 
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Bovereigna introduced not ortizana into the circle of men of authority, nor 
raised them above their peers and fellows But now the king has made 
this person the confidential visitor of hia haram, without previously ascer- 
taimng, as he ought and should have done, his qualiflcationa It strikes me, 
however, that this person has not a generous nature, nor is of a guileless 
temperament, for his discourse is always restricted to the injuring and 
annoying others, and his energies in the discharge of orders or prohibitions 
are not expended m the place or tunc they ought to be From such a 
a peison, therefore, faithful procedure and grateful habits ore not to bo 
expected 

COUPIET 

He that espccta the base will faithful he, Hopes to find frmt upon the willow-tree 

And I have observed that whenever your majesty is disposed to reward or 
show favor to any one that mean base fellow is ready to wish himself dead 
from chagrin And the wise have said, ‘ It is a choTactcnstic of low-minded 
people that they cannot bear to see another person liberal to another ' 

V UillSS 

The base are loath that others should succeed 
The miser from the cup the fly will seore 
When thou to meat a luw-bicd wretch dust lead, 

'Tia not Ills portion only he oats there , 

But sour cbagTiu as well that others too may share 

And those persons are more worthy to be admitted to the king’s society 
who umto honorable descent with the nobility of merit And it is right to 
shun the company of an ignorant low-bred man, for from associating with 
persona of this class various mischiefs arise, and those who are base by nature 
and mwardly impure have no regard for honesty nor care for upnghtness , and 
when these qualities are absent, wc may expect from such a sordid wretch 
every fault which enters the limits of possibility 

DISTIClU 

He that uf honest fecliuga has no share, 

WTiat wonder if he guilty acts should daro ' 

Of all had things, dishonesty the worst, 

Includes all enmos by which mankind la cursed ' 

The king replied, ‘ This young man has a comely form and beauty of form 
18 a sure indication of mental grace, for, ‘ ttie external u the index of the 
internal' and the wise have said, ‘ the beauty of the preface announces the 
excellence of the body of the work 

COUPLET 

From a fair preface wise men understand, That finer beauties may within be scanned 

And in that His Holiness of Prophetical dignity [on him he the heat md 
ohnoeat hhmnga ') pionouuced, ' Head the letter of your requirement to one 
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the page 'of whose cheek is adorned with the verse of beauty and comeliness, 
and expect goodness from one of a bnght countenance, for the cheek of his 
condition will be adorned with the mole of excellence, ‘ Seek for good from 
fair-faced wmnen,' — he intimated that beauty of outward appearance denotes 
mental grace 

COCriET 

Susport not evil of a man. If outward grace in him you scan ’ 

The va/i'r answered, ‘ In the school of wisdom they do not read the 
chapter of beauty of form, and they do not think the verse of perfection to bo 
in reality aught else but amiable qualities of the mind For there are many 
persons who ravish men’s hearts by their grace of form, but when they strike 
the coin of their spiritual nature on the touchstone of trial, they find 
them good for nothing And it has been entered among the stones of sages 
that a philosopher saw a handsome youth, and his heart yearned towards him 
lie went forward and made trial of the com of his real qualities, but he found 
no precious metal worth speaking of So he turned away and said, ' It is a 
goodly house if there wero but some one in it ' ’ 

conrcEr 

Walk in the spirit , for two cones may be alike, yet that 

(lives forth sweet sugar, whilst of this one, can but make a mat ’ • 

The king replied, ' From grace of form we may infer symmetry of mind, 
and one of a well-proportioned mmd is worthy of notice Moreover since 
during this long period he had no patron, it is possible that some of his 
qualities may have deviated from the right path , but now we bestow on him 
the eye of patronage, that he may acquire praiseworthy feelings to a degree 
of perfection For the eS'ect of such fostering influence is to turn a flint into 
a beautilul ruby, and a lustrous heart-expanding gem Ro too by tbe 
auspiciousncBS of aid black blood becomes fragrant civet-Tainiiig musk, and a 
drop of ram is changed into a peerless royal gem 

auATEAIN 

Through fostering influcnco water a gem 

becomes , and uavil blood-drops change to musk 
Of rarest scent, when blesmng hallows them 
So the transmuting stono, on iron dusk 
And vuluclesB , docs such influence hold. 

As changes it to pure, unsuUied gold ' 

The vazfr rephed, ‘ 0 king ' to give encouragement to one that has no 
onginal purity of birth is unfitting, for it is not every stone that becomes a 
jewel, nor does all blood change to fragrant musk, and if a base person were 
educated for a thousand years, it is impossible to look for goodness from him 

rourLET 

Though one should tend the willow with the selfsame care 
As aloes, aloc-scent w ould still be wanting there 
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And were they to endeaTour to change and alter the sordid man a hundred 
times, his ongmal nature would remam unaltered, and a man of eminence has 
pronounced on this head, 

STANZA. 

Men wliQ with low mean origin are cursod, 

hy changing fortuno changed none e’er will sec 
So if the word Sag-magas * be reversed, 

Its anagram will aye Sag-magas be 

And since this truth is well-estabhshod, it behoves a person not to 
asadciate with such sordid wretches that he may not be overtaken in the 
wbulpool of disgrace, like that Pnnee, who from componying with a Slioo- 
maker was plunged into the abasement of slavery, and through his fr cndship 
with a Jeweler arrived on the borders of the plain of destruction ’ The king 
asked, ‘ How was that ^ ’ 


STOEY II 

The vazlr said, ' They have related that in the temtory of Firs, there 
was a king of good dispositions and an amiable nature, who had placed the 
foundation of his sway on the benevolent inclination to cliensh his subjects, 
and who on the throne of royalty fuUy satisfied the reqmiemcnts of a widely- 
diffused clemency 

COUPLET 

Ili3 grritness oped the hand of justice to the whole of human kind, 

And by hia awe, oppresRioii’s feet, too, were in fottrn firm confined 

A son was bom to bim on whoso countenance the signs of rectitude and 
nobleness were found, and on whose face the marks of world-subjugntiug 
triumph were conspicuous 

COUPLET 

When Mercury beheld his day of birth appear. 

He straight pronounced, ‘ Lo ' perfect bliss ^ is here ' ’ 

And on the shoulder of this hoy there was a black mole of the size of the 
palm of one’s hand The king was disturbed at the sight of this, and 
inquired of the wise men of the timo what that mark denoted They rephod, 
‘Wb have seen in ancient books that whoever has such a mark, many 
dangers will befall him, but in the end hr will be a great conqueror and 
subduer of the world ’ The king was pleased at these happy tidings, and 
kept the eyes of fostering care fixed on his condition And in the neighbor- 
hood of the king hvod a Shoemaker, devoid of any mce sense of honor and 

* Sag-magaa ‘ dog-fly ’ The word does not occur in the dictionary, and I know not 
which of the detestable insect-brood is intended 

“ S'ad-i akbar signifies, also, ‘the planet Jupiter,’ which is said to be the most 
auspicious star So Vi’nuB is (billed a'ad-i aaghat, ‘tho lesser fdicity ’ 
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from birth a lewd fellow The king observed towards bun the rights of 
neighborly feelings, and had assigned to him a regular pension and a fixed 
stipend And he always passed his time tranquilly and m easy cireumstancea 
under the shadow of the king's favor 'When thePnnce reached the age of 
four ' years, being naturally of a frolicksome temper, he used constantly to 
come to the Shoemaker’s little room and spend the time in play The vazir 
being informed of this state of thmgs, exerted himself to prohibit and 
prevent this, and said, ‘ The saphng of the temper of children is very 
susceptible, and turns m whatever direction people incline it, and remains 
fixed BO. 

TEnsr 

The branch, when tender, which is bent awry, 

If thou dost straighten it wdl then come right 
But if two years or throe should once puss by, 

To straighten it will then citced thy might 

My advice is that the king should restrain the Prmce from associatmg 
with the Shoemaker, that his reprehensible qualities may not suddenly mfect 
the royal youth, nor plunge the peerless spuat^ of that luminary of the heaven 
of empire into the abyss of abasement , and that vonous penis which are to be 
thence expected may not occur 

IIEHISTICU 

From a foul spirit spnng all hateful things ’ 

The king responded, ‘He is a mere child, and has taken a fancy for the 
Shoemaker, and he is very dear to me It is probable that if I keep him 
back from associating with the man, he wiU be vexed, and his chagrin would 
tend to distress my heart I will wait a little till he grows older, and can 
diBcnmmatc between good and bad We wiU then, by admonition, bnng his 
conduct into the right way ’ The va/ir was silent, and the king sent for 
the Shoemaker, and bestowed many favors upon him, and having given him 
' hopes of his impcnal bounty for the future, said, ‘ Thou art my neighbor, 
and this darlmg of mmo has become attached to thee, and his wish is that 
thou shouldest be his familiar fnend and compamon, and protect him from 
fire and water ’ The Shoemaker kissed tlie ground of service, and said, 

OOUrLPT 

‘May the rose of the king's garden kindle up tho world with light ' . 

May the lomp of his night-hours like day's radiant torch be bright' 

I, your slave, do not find m myself capacity for this post, nor perceive m my 


' There is an absurd mistake in tke editions here, viz , chahdrdah for chahdr^ which 
latter is the correct reading, us is proved by the MSS and by what follows at p fill, 1 14, 
of the J'ersuiu text, printed edition, when after ten years the Ihmce is said to reach his 
fourteenth year Besides had he been fourteen, how cuuld the cobler have earned him 
backwards and forwards to and from the palaeo > 

^ FarifieasA, though not occurring in the Dictionary, is evidently a compound of the 
same kind as mdhwaah, etc 



CHAriBH UJX* BTOHT II. 


605 


own person merit enough for such a dignity, which is the ultimate object of 
ambition ' But the unpcnal regard possesaes the nuraculoua powers of the 
philosopher’s stone, and can make black earth pure gold, and change rude 
stones into perfect gems 

COUPLET 

Tlir enrth thou treidcst proves instinct with life , 

Stones at thy look iiith golden ore grow nfe 

My hope is that under the imperial auspices, the duties of attendance wiU 
be m such manner fulfilled that they may attain the honor of approval ' In 
short, ho accepted the service of the Pnnee, and boldly taking him up 
brought him to his own hut, and then carried him back again to the king’s 
palace And at times it happened that the Pnnee stopped all night m hia 
little room, and the kmg showed his satisfaction at his famibanty with the 
Shoemaker , while the latter undertook the service of the Pnnee m such a 
way, that every day his favor with the king increased, until he became 
altogether the favonte, and, by reason of hia devoted attendance, he earned 
off the ball of elevation from his compeers 

HFMtSTlCU 

With the bat of scrTiic thou mayat win [light quickl}, honor’s] ball 

Day after day he used to take the Pnnee to wonder over flower-gardens, 
and kept him till night employed in sight-seemg and umusemeut, and 
sometimes he spent the night too m gardens and places of entci tainmcnt. 
Once on a time, it became necessary for the king to toko a journey , and, when 
ho had formed a fixed intention of going, with a body of his particular 
attendants, he sent for the Shoemakci, and delivered the Pnuoe anew to 
his charge, and uttered a number of injunctions that he w'ould attend to his 
safety The Shoemalcer proimaod zealously to obey the king’s commands, 
and gut himself afresh to his duties Now in the environs of the city, ^ 
the kmg had a garden, which was a type of the garden of Paradise above, 
and a model of the delightful region on high m the highest heaven The 
breeze shook ftom the tresses full of curls of its violets, a profusion of 
pure musk, and the perfumer of the northern gale boie away from the 
entangled ringlets of its wild roses* fresh ambeigris Tho odoriferous 
shrubs of Eden from the perfumes of its flowers moist with dow, sought to 
augment their freshness , and the blossoms of the trees Sidrah and Tuba 
borrowed the quality of gracefulness from the variety of its lofty branches 


* It appear! to me that ndm, which is found m the editions before ost, were bettor 
omitted, as is done m some MSS 

* As a substantivo is absolutely required in this sentener aftiT pur shkan, I read with 
the lithographed edition and MSS nasrmmh, for the muihkmaah of tho printed edition, of 
which I con hardly make sense Besides, narrin is also an island where ambergns is found, 
BO that by it we obtain on equivoque, of which the Persians are so fond 
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VEBSB 

That garden seemed liie Paradise in beauty, 

Like Houris’ eyes its Eden-flowers were shmmg, 

The jasmine, with narcisaua’ howl, did duty 
CupboBjcr-like , and ebnous, reclmin^ 

The violet and red rose, hung with ringlets 
O'er shoulder cast, the hyacinth stood pausing, 

The Nnarin to the breeze unveiled, ’ and spnnglets 
Murmured softly Fresh pain to lovers causing, 

The nightingale and bcU-voitcd Durrkj * sung , 

And ravished nature on their accents hung 

The Prince very frequently used to betake himseK to pleasant rambles in 
this garden, and at the very time when the king had chosen to travel, the 
royal youth had formed the wish of repairing thither according to his 
wonted custom, and had set off for the garden with a few of his alavos and 
attendants who always waited upon lum The Shoemaker observed that 
that day the prince wore on his head a golden crown, and a garment ’ 
ornamented with jewels, on hie person The low nature and sordid spirit 
of that wretch tempted him to deceit and treason, and he thought to 
himself, ‘ This dress and crown are as valuable as the capital of a hundred 
merchants, nay, equal to the whole contents of a thousand seas and mines 
Just now his father is a long way off from the capital, and his mother and 
all the people of the seraglio are sccuro of my fidelity My best plan is 
to oariy off the boy, and having convoyed him to some remote city, sell 
his ornaments and apparel for an astonishing sum, and pass the rest of my 
life in happiness and ease 

COUPLET 

Propitioua IS the time — anpc' to use thy hlcssings understand, 

Smee fortuiio turns her face to tlicc, then let her not elude thy hand ' 

In the end, that wretch of evil ond,‘ from the greedy desires of his per- 
fidious spirit, kindled the fire of mischief, and, pounng the face-water® of 
integnty on the ground of injustice, formed a design agamst the son of 
hiB lord and master He then imparted his intentions to a shrewd slave, 
who was his confidant, and found means to ply each of the other attendants 
With the wine of insensibility , and, having reduced the Prmce, too, to the 
same state, ho laid him in a large box Then when night came, he fastened 
the box on the hack of a quick-travmlmg she-camel, such that the swift- 
revolving moon applauded the rapidity of her progress, and the creation- 
traversing sky eulogised her fleet movements 

1 Lit , ‘ eipoBcd the cavity behind the ear ' * The Durr&j is perhaps the pheasant 

® The jdmah is a long gown, havmg from eleven to thirty breadths of cloth m the 
skirt, which at the upper port is folded into mnumorable plaits , and the body part, being 
double-breasted, is Led m two places on each side See Khudn-i lalam, Appendii, Dress, iii 
* The double use of the word is in accoidance with the onginal 
“ Alri, lit , ' face-water, ’ but used to express ‘honor ’ 
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VEHSB. 

In fleetneBB ate iratmaled a'en the shy , 

■VVafl liiikod 111 runumg with the moonbeams fair 
Like TUshiDg floods she downward now would fly, 

Anon like vapor spring aloft in air 

And he himaelf mounted a crcam-colored steed, which sped hko the hfe of 
the prosperous, and came on like sudden death In going it tripped up' 
arrows, and its bounds consumed the heart of hghtnmg [with jpiilousj] 
Were they to have given it the rein, it would Imvo earned off the ball of 
speed from thought itself, and had they stiuek it with the lash, it would 
have leapt from the globe of earth to the dome ot heaven 

tbuse 

Deep the blows of bis tramplings, the hoofs of his speed,’ 

Stamped the Earth-riah’s ’ immenao back, the moon’s eonnteiianco 
Not the hky e'eu in swiftness from him took the lead. 

Nor the wind to compete with him dared to advance 

And he set the sLive also on nnothei wind - nvaling, iron - champing, 
lightning-paced, thunder-snortmg, world-trossing coursoi 

COUriiET 

Eaitli-travorsmg like wishes, wild' os hut without control, 

Like youth's season Aci tly passing, and preeiuua as the soul 

And he took two other, sumpter-horses, and so earrying them with a supply 
of food tor the way, they set their faces to tho journey, and by the hme that 
day dawned, they had traveled a vast distance, and having rested in the early 
morning a short space, they mounted agam, and beginning with fiery haste, 
like lightning, to traverse the road, they passed far beyond the frontiers 
of the king’s dominions, and aixivod ui another country In tho other 
direction the attendants and slaves of the Prince, stretched out insensible, did 
not recover thcr consciousness till mid-day At length the gordenei being 
apprised of their condition poured oil of almonds and stale vinegar on the 
brains of each, so that they came hack to their senses, and seeing no trace 
of the Prince and the Shoemaker, they set off for the city and acquainted tho 
boy’s mother with tho circumshances Tho queen mounted and came to tho 
garden, hut from that delicate rose no perfume reached her nostrils 

VEBSE 

I hastened to the garden, but mj graceful cypress was not there, 

And 1 missed my new-hlown flower that was so smiling and so fair 
On every side, like spring-clouds, I was weeping m despair. 

But to glad my tearful eyes came no more my cypress there 

' Observe the phrase pm zadah * hit , ' it the time of runnmg ' 

“ Samak is ‘ the fish on which the caith is supposed to rest.’ Au allution this to Uindfl 
mythology 

* Lit ‘ wide-stepped.' 
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However, when the mother found no tidings of the hght of her eyes, she 
uttered shrieks, and raising ahnll outcnes to the height of Axctums, com- 
manded that they should traverse with the step of search every part and 
quarter of the garden, and seek diligently throughout the environa and 
neighborhood of the city and adjoining country And when after extensive 
inquiry and inSnite trouble the messengers could in nowise reach the station 
of their desired object, but came back m despair, and represented how matters 
stood, the queen's tender nature' began to melt in the fire of separation, and, 
like a taper, she was cnnsummg in the flame of absence, and was made to 
understand, by the tenor of her condition, the purport of this couplet 

OGUPLBT 

This night my brain ii so on (irc that I me down will never sit, 

TUI tajier-likc 1 am canhiimcd, and ot this body's garment quit 

Thus she passed the night, the livelong night, in anguish of heart till morning 
came , and her sorrow then culminating, she heaved a cold sigh from her 
distracted breast and said, 

COUPLET 

Morn-Ukc one breath is left me now, where shall my lover meet my eyes ’ 

Ah ' saw I him, I, taper-Uke, my life for him would Bacriflce 

At last the message, ‘Return unto f Ay iord,' * having arrived, the taper of 
her bfe was extinguished by the violent wmd of ‘Every creature uhch 
hveth on the earth ta auhject to decay ' ’ 

UEMIBTICll 

She left this garden and the thorn of sorrow in our fort ‘ remained 
The servants of the seraglio represented what had happened, to the king, 
and the latter, returning to his capital, reposed his greatness there, and gave 
full vent to all possible lamentation and gnef for the loss of his wife and 
son At length, having bowed his head on the hne of endurance, he adopted 
the course of patience 

COUPLET 

A\lien to the sago — my guide — I had recourse in like distress and pain. 

He said, ‘ Escape is none, fiat we must bacK to him return agmn ' ® 


' There is a mistake here in the printed edition, which might delay the student, 
'ozizl for ghariil 

‘ Ku'rkn, n liiiix 28, Mar 29, Sale, p 444,1 13, ' On that day none'shall punish 
with hiF punishment , nor shnll any hind with his bonds 0 thou soul which art at rest, 
return unto thy Loid, well phased with thy reward, and well pleasing unto God, enter 
among my servants and enter my paradise ’ 

^ Kiir'&n, Iv 20 , Sale, p, 392, 1 22 ‘ Every croature which hveth on the earth is sub- 
ject to docay hut the glorious and honoruhlo countenance of the Eord shall remain for ever ’ 
* Perhaps this expression refers to the queen herself She died without having had the 
thorn of gnef, for the loss of her son, extracted from her foot 

" Kur’&n, FI ii 151 , Mar, IfiS, Hale, n 17, 1 27 'We will surely prove you by 
afflicting you in some measure with fear, and hunger, and decrease of wealth, and loss of 
hves and scarcity of fruits but hear good tidings unto the patient , who, when a misfortune 
befalloth them say. We ace Ood'a, and unto him shall we surely return’ A oiinilnr 
eipiossion occurs in Eur kn, Gh ii , 43, etc 
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Moantimo, however, the tShoemaker having conveyed the Pnnce to tho 
country of Damascus, after he had expended tho jewels, sold him to a 
merchant, with whom the Prince bvod ton years, and grew up into such 
beauty that he made the market of Egyptian Joseph flat 

, COUPLET 

Say' what was Joseph’ though for him musk's price were not too high,' 

But such thy worth that wc might theo at life itsolf well buy 

Whenever that delicately-educated cypress came forth from his house, a 
thousand despairing lovers were ready to devote their lives on the road of 
afibction, and from every comer and direction were holding up them hands in 
prayer for the long life of that straight-statured youth 

COUPLET 

Wheroe' er he passed in beauty by, to avort ill glances there, 

Forth from their sleeves u tkousautl hands wire stretclied aloft in prayer 

The merchant was a discnnimating and sagacious person, and possessed 
thorough shrewdness and penetration Ho said to himscff, ‘ It is not for my 
gam or advantage that I should be attended any moio by this slave, for if I 
keep him concealed in the house he might just as wcU not exist , and if he 
issues from the house tho fire of mischief is kindled, and no one can look 
upon his face with composure 

C OLPLET 

Howarc, sp( ( tutor ' for my lovo is nt ar, 

Then close thiiir i yes if life to thee be dear 

Mv best course is to take tins slave ns a present to the King of Firs, for he 
IS a niunihccnt monarch It is certain that he miU bestow on me a reward 
(qmiltotwict the value of the slate’ So the merchant took him to Ears 
and piescnted him to tlic king by' ivay ol olfcring, aud after tcu years tbat 
lie had been torn Irom his latlier's bosom, having now, like the full moon, 
reached the station ol the tuuiteonth, 

COUPLET 

A sweet aud merry sweclhiait of jiiet lourtoeu years have I, 

To whom the moon ol lourtoeu days hows down in fealty ’ 

he arrived once moie in the ciipilal of I’ais The king, ignorant of his sons 
Londitioii, hoiioicd tlic mercliaut’s offering with acceptance, and sent tho now 
collier to the circle of his favoiite slaves, and every day bestowed more and 
more attention on him, until in a shoit time he obtained pro-cminonce over 
all his fellows And, meantime, he had formed a friendship with a Jeweler, 

' According to the Kur’knp 176,1 U, Sale’s translation Joseph was sold cheap, tor 
It 18 said, ‘And they sold him for a mean pnic— for a few pence— and valued him lightly 
Sals 8 note la, ‘Namely twenty nr twenty-two dirhams, and those not of full weight neither , 
for having weighed one ounce of silver only, the leinouider was paid by talc, which is the 
most unfair way of payment ’ 

Lit , ' Is heart and soul with Q nug lu its car ’ 
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who always waited in the treasury, and to whom was aaai^ed the charge' 
of the precious stones and ornaments To him the Prince was always 
doing acts of kmdncBs , and every present that tho king gave him, he 
sent a gem of it to the Jeweler aa his share When, however, the latter 
perceived the unhmitcd confidence which was reposed in the slave, his 
sordid nature formed a vam desire, and he said to himself, ‘ I wiU beguile 
tho slave to bnng me the king's own signet-nng, and by help of that seal 
I will plunder the treasury and will carry off an abundant store and 
immense treasure therefrom ' Wherefore he said to the slave, ‘ Sweetheart ’ 
every day thou dost lavish a vanety of kindnesses on this mean individual, 
and I wish to requite some of those acts by an acceptable service There is 
an inscription on the royal signet of the king of such a nature, that 
whosoever becomes possessed of this inscnjition on the seal, obtains absolute 
power and the whole temtory of the world is secured to hun 

OOTOLET 

Just like the seal of Suliumf’u, such that msrnptiou’s sway, 

Who it possesses, him the realm of Jamshiil will obey 

If thou Wilt undertake this task, and, at the time when the king is contentedly 
indulging m a sweet sleep,* wilt remove that ring from his finger and bring 
it to mo in order that I may take off the impression for thee, the throne of 
royalty will soon bo adorned with the glory of thy beauty, on condition that 
thou conferrest on me the post of vazfr 

HEMISTICH 

Thou from the table of thy fortune apportion me a share ' 

By this artifice the Jeweler beguiled the Prince, so that at night-tirao he 
entered the king's bedchamber, and having extended tho hand of audacity to 
the king's signet, by degrees gently drew it off The king awoke and said to 
the slave, ‘ Why didst thou venture on this bold act ? and what didst thou 
wont with the ring ’ ’ Tho Pnnee was iinablo to utter a word, and the flame 
of the king's wrath being kindled, he called on executioner and commanded 
him to put the slave to death The oxocutionrr first of all pulled off the 
Prince’s garment from his neck, and at once that black mole on his shoulder was 
exposed to view At sight of the mole the king swooned, and the executioner 
withheld his hand from inflicting the blow When the king recovered his 
senses, he kissed the head and eyes of his son, and said, ‘ Light of my eyea ' 
the society of the perfidious Shoemaker plunged us into the fiomes of 
separatioD ’ The youth too mode excuses and said, ‘ The friendship of the 
Jeweler incited me to this disrespcctfiil action ' Then tho king commanded the 
Jeweler to be severely punished, and admonished the Pnnee that in future he 


' Observe this rare sense of ktmat 

> Lit , ‘ A sugar-sleep ’ One MS reeds, instead, Air hitar-i k^di, ‘ on the bed of sleep > 
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should draw m his skirt froin the society of base persons, that he mi^ht not 
be orertshen m calanutieB such as those 

And the adrantage to be derived from this story is, that it may become 
evident to the noble mind of the kmg that the company of people of bad 
ongin makes the king a slave, and the slave downcast And the Goldsmith 
is of the number of those whose society ought to be shunned, but now the 
king has earned his patronage of him to the limits of excess The advisable 
course is, that lu frvonng and exaltiug him, moderation should be observed , 
lest a downnght mischief, the remedy of which will he beyond the bounds of 
possibility, should be the consequence ’ The king gave no heed to the words 
of the vazfr, and said, ‘ Sovereign pnnees do not commence an affair without 
the gmdanco of fortune, nor enter upon important matters without the aid of 
mspiration What have lofty connections and old family to do with nobihty 
of nature and perfection of quahties ^ It is the tokens of excellence and good 
manners, not the vanity of hirth and connections, that cause respect and secure 
honor and advancement 

VEME 

Lot thj own worth oipanJ thy chest with pndc, 

Nor boast thy long antiquity of raeo 
Tho ago of pearls with lustre 's not allied, 

But does their hue with yellowness deface 

That person may be regarded as noble and great, whom tho reigning monarch 
distinguishes by his favor and a mighty potentate said, ' We are fortune , 
whomsoever we have raised has been raised, and whomsoever we have put down 
has been pat down ' So in truth whomsoever we exalt, tho head of his loftiness 
rises above tho top of the twm-stars, near the polo of the Lesser Bear, and 
whomsoever we degrade, tho luminary of his fortune falls into the abyss of 
obscuiity Should the gale of our favor blow over a salt-marsh, it becomes 
tho envy of the rose-garden of Irani, and when tho hghtning of our wrath 
scatters its fire, it consumes a thousand stacks of reputation 

vnnsn 

Whom from their presence monarchs chaso away, 

They from heaven's peak to earth proupitute 
And whom, like morn, with favor they Burvey, 

From them they strip the sackcloth of their state 

And we have raised this young man, and elevated the head of his honor to the 
summit of exaltation Our hope is that the opinion we have formed of him 
will not prove erroneous ' The vazfr saw that the king was firmly resolved 
to encourage him, and he therefore held hia peace, and made no further 
opposition in the matter However, when some days had passed, the 
Goldsmith, seeing the hand of choice open, placed his foot bfeyond the centre 
of moderation, and began, through hope and fear and promises and threats, to 

2 n 2 
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encroach on men'-a property One day there waa occasion for certain precious 
stones for an ornament for the pnncess, and they could not find such os they 
wanted in the king’s treasury, nor were they procurahlo in the jewelers’ 
bdzir The Goldsmith, being engaged in inquiries for the gems, learnt that 
the daughter of a merchant possesacd the valuable stones that were required 
Hereupon he sent some persona to her to ask for the jewels, but the girl met 
them with a refusal, and howeier much they urged her, it was all in vain 
In short they sent for her, and the Goldsmith said ' to the pimcess, ‘ I have 
heard that thia merchant’s daughter possesses some royal pcails, such that 
from the time nhen the jeweler of the sky gave to view the radiant jewels 
of tile stars in the emerald-colored vault of heaven, none have beheld peoils 
of such punty and bnUiance as those lustrous ones , and so long as the nurse 
of ocean has tended the pearl unique" m the rradlc ot its shell, the divei of 
the Bight novel =nw the equals of those incomparable gema 

rOUPLET 

Staihkt ' in bcaufj ,ind in Lnlliancu, thej 
hi nr from tb( moon the p.ilm of light nwaj 

\nd she has also certain lubies of nn excellent watci, winch, like a mother, the 
radiant sun has with a hundred difficulties nourished m the mine's womb, and 
the stony mouiitiun, notwitbst.indmg all its hard-hcaitedncss, has kejit, iviLh a 
thousand acts of tenderness, in its inmost bosom 

COUPLET 

Jiike rlropb of vino »buh in the time of snow, 

In vestnn ats red to stony hardness grow 

She IS also the owner of some pieces of green emerald, sueli that the eye of 
tho apectator la blinded by looking on them, while by vicwiiig that delicious 
giccu color the pupil of the eye has its light augumented 

COUPLFT 

It aids tho vision, and to luu it bccniB 
That from itn hue the eye derives dlw heanis 

And in her jewel- cuBket arc also some carbuncles, which, like the flowers ot 
1‘eisian pomegranates seem to eparkle with fire in tho sight of tliotc who 
survey them as well as some turquoises of pleasing color, so clear that 
heaven appears to have acqiurcd its beautiful enamel from their hue 

COUPLET 

Hubiea Canopus-llko ^ in their red hue, Turquoises patterns of ethereal blue 

Tho princess should command the girl to bring hither her jewels and sell 

‘ The prmtod editinu has here zargar farmid, but farmndw only applied to kmgs or 
people of high rank I therefore prefer the guft of the lithographed edition 
^ This word also siguihes ‘ orphan ' 

® Lit ‘ Like the planet Venus ’ 

‘ In the I’crsian it is ‘ pattoms of carnilion-coloied Canopus ’ 
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them to us at the cuiront pnee , and if she docs not agree readily and of her 
own good-will, they ought to be taken from her by severe and ngorous 
measures ’ Thereupon the piincess sent to compel the merchant’s daughter 
to bring the jewels Tho g;irl protested that she had no such gems and 
produced the small pieces she possessed The Goldsmith did not approve of 
them, and incited the princess to put her to tho toiture The king's 
daughter was intoxicated and out of herself with the cup of fatuous 
termination, ' 7Vicy (wanetij are dejinent in iiitelhct,' and the insiiimitioiis of 
the tempter of mankind comluumg therewith, and the pnde of royalty, and 
of prospei ity, and the temptations of violent passions lonilmg their aid, she 
eorniuaiided the inercliant's daughter to be racked, and in a short tune that 
■weakliclplcsa one, by the wound ut tlie t.Jons of the eagle of punishment, fell 
into the claw of destruction Wlitieupon the n lations of the merchant's daughter 
raised then coinplamts luul outcuestn the suintnit of the etlieioid sky, and the 
pure-tniiided vavfi insciibcd this state of tlimgs on the tablet of the king's 
nund Prom the smoke of smh dislionui, whnli aniHD from the window of 
the seraglio, the cell of tho king’s hieast was dniLoned, and m a gracious 
manner he sliowoied honois on the hens of the meicliant's daughter, and 
gi\uig them an abundance of money, made lliein satisfied, and removing Ins 
daughter from the eye of his favor, left oil patronising the Goldsmith And 
by the disastrous influi nee of tho society of that accui sed and cruel villam, 
the noble pimcess tell from her elevated position of respect, and the 
Goldsmith, fe.iniig the vengcanee of the king alisioudcvl The mother of the 
piincoss looked upon it as adiisihle tliat the litUi should hsive the eity fur 
a few days, and stay foi a time in the rojal gaidcn residence,' and when 
the lightnings of the hunicancs of the ira|)eiial augei weic .ippeased, and the 
flame of the world-consuming wrath of the king had biwn quenched, the 
prmecss should retum to the seraglio The lattci aceoidiiigly pioeoeded to 
tho garden, and the Goldsmith being apprised of this circumstance, came to 
wait upon her When she beheld lum, she wus seized with emotion, and 
exclaimed, ' 0 unlucky wretch of ill-omencd ajipearance ' 

COUVLEl 

If thej khuuld paint thj' image on a wall, 

Fye ' that on it one look, ouc glance Bliunld fall 

Art thou come back to stir up some now mischief ^ and employ some fresh 
artifice to gratify thy covetousness and selfish mterests ^ away with thee • 
for to see thoo again is painful to me, and that I should address thee any 
more la impossible ’ The Goldsmith came out in despair from tho presence of 
the pnuecss, and directing his steps towards the jungle, went on distracted 


' Chat bdgh iB the n.iimi of a celcbratid royul garden in the environs of Isfahan In 
both oditigns cL' is giioii fin cb '>) a tjpogiaphitol urror 
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and perplexed Night came on, and dark cloude fixed their gloomy pBVihon 
m the expanse of air, and set down the lamp of the stars. The hapless 
Goldsmith, at such a time, when they had siited over earth’s surface the 
powder of darkness, ‘ and had poured the lamp-black of mk on hquid pitch, 

COUPLBT 

That waB a night, like negro's Tuage, block , 

Its glaom spread up and darkened the moon's hack , 

advanced hko one distraught It happened that, to capture wild beasts, they 
had dug a pit m that desert, and a tiger, and a monkey, and a serpent had 
fallen into it The Goldsmith, who had cruelly dug pits m the path of 
mankind, having come round that way, fell mto the pit on the top of the 
animals 

DISTIOHS 

Thou who in cruelty dost di^ a pit, 

Enow for th\aelf, too, thou pruparestit 
Silk-worra-like round thyself no meshes lead. 

And for thiiic own sake, what thou dost toko hood ' 

This group that were at the bottom of the pit were restrained by their own 
suft'enngs from molesting one another, and for several days remained at the 
bottom of the pit m the some fixed position TiU one day a pilgnm,* one 
of the mhabitonts of the city, having set out on a journey, passed by them, 
and having observed their situation, was amazed, and thought to hijiself, 

‘ WcU ' to be sure, this man is one of Gic ehildrcn of Adam, and being 
overtaken in this vortex of calamity, is nearer the wilderness of death thau 
the encamping-ground of life Humanity requires that by every attainable 
means I should release him, and store up the merit of this action for the 
'Day in which neither riches nor child/ren avail * He then let down a cord, 
and the monkey, clinging to it, reached the mouth of the pit The second 
tune the snake was the fiist to get up The thud tune the tiger struck his 
claws into the rope , and when all these three had reached the level ground, 
they blessed the pilgrim and said, 

COOPLKT 

"Tib fortune’s net, no woik of ours, if, on somo blest occasion rare. 

One sought hkc thou, at utmost need, wtitcs to grant tlio suflercr’s prayer 

Know that thou hast eonfurred a vast favor and thorough kindness upon 
each one of us, as wc hrmly feel and acknowledge, but at this time wo 

' Lit , ‘ Indigo ’ 

^ Saiyah may mean ‘ a pilgrim ' or ‘ a truvelor,’ but it is clear from p 616, 1 20, of 
the Persian tcvt, that this was a rchgions traveler, one who bemg a 5aiyid or haring other 
clums to holiness, went about and received eontnbutions 

^ Knr'hn, uvi 88, Sole, p 279, 1 12 'And coyer me not with shame on the day of 
rosurrei'tion , on tho day in which neither nches nor children shall avail, unless unt o 
him who shall como unto God with a sincere heart when Paradise shall be brought near 
to the view of the pious, and hell shall appear plainly to those who shall have erred , 
and it shall be said unto them, ‘ Whore are join deities which ye served besides God > ' 
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have not the power of returning and requiting it ' The monkey said, ‘ I 
pass my tune m the skirt of the mountain which hes near the city ; if thou 
Wilt be BO courteous as to honor my dwelling with thy fortunate footstep, 
the debt I owe wiU bo remembered ’ The tiger said, ‘ 1 , too, have made my 
homo in the vicimty of the city in such and such a jungle, and if thou wilt 
please to pass that way I shall, perhaps, as far as my power goes, discharge 
the dues of service ' Tho seipent added, ‘ I have chosen my abode in the 
waU round the city , if thou comest thither and good-fortune should befriend 
me, I will to the extent of my ability shew my thankfulness for this 
benevolent act "Wo would now, however, offer a piece of advice, to which 
it 18 thy bounden duty to listen Do not get this man out of tho pit, for he 
seems to be a false person, and deems it right to requite good with evil Be 
not deceived with the outward beauty of his appearance, and be not off thy 
guard as to his inward foulness and tho impurity ot his disposition 

coorurr 

Leave outward form, seek mental pimty, 

A man m ehapo may worse than, brutes e’en be 

And moat of the people ot tho ago aro engaged in adorning their outward 
appearance and neglecting their inward man consequently, 

UEMlSTlCn 

Josephs to Eight, thcY yet are wolves at heart 

especially this man who for several days has been our companion, and 
whose habits and qualities wo thoroughly understand in his face we have 
assuredly not seen the tokens of a generous spirit, nor inhaled the odor of 
fidelity from the flower-garden of his qualities 

coorLBT 

From the fair Botk not for faith, for none yet did glad inhale. 

From time's flower-garden here, of perfect faith the scented gale 

And if thou wilt not act on our suggestions, there may be a day that thou 
wilt repent of what thou hast done ’ The pilgnm gave no heed to their 
wolds, and let down the rope, and did not listen to their dismterestcd advico 
with the hcormg of acceptance, but raised the Goldsmith to the mouth of the 
pit The latter thanked the pilgrim and told him some portion of the king’s 
harsh treatment and his own perplexity, and, moreover, he mode request 
that he would pass one day with him, in which case he would perhaps be 
able to recompense him The pilgnm replied, ' At present I have placed the 
foot of reliance on God in the path of the prosecution of my journey, and I 
shall make a tour of two or three days in vanous parts of the world But 
I pledge myself that, if fate spares me and destmy so decrees, I will 
secure the honor of thy society again 

HEMUTIOH 

If hfe remains I'll wait on thee agam ' 
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Witii this promiso they took leave of one another, and hoth returned 
to their own roads The pUgnm sot his face towards hia journey, and the 
Goldsmith went back to the city, and concealed himself in a retired spot 
Meanwhile the kmg, being ashamed of haiong patronised the Goldsmith, and 
blushing at not having listened to the advice of his vazir, shewed no regard 
towards his daughter Fay, however much the nobles, employing the kind 
offices of mediation, besought him [to forgive her], their request did not reach 
the place of acceptance In this state of things a year passed away, and the 
pilgrim — having visited some few districts and countries, and gathered three 
hundred pieces of sterling gold — at length, feeling the sensation of love of 
country, bethought himself, ‘ jllthough in absence from home things arc 
prosperous with me, and my worldly wealth and future hapjuncss are homly 
on the increase, still the air of my own countiy suits me best, and the water 
of the fountain of my native land is more gratifying to the palate of my heait 

COUPLET 

Though they may make narrisaua pots uf silver or of gold. 

Yet fur that flower in better far its own true native mould ’ 

He then turned his face homeward from exile, and arriving at night-timr at 
the skirt of the mountain, which was Uie monkey’s abodi, he halted there 
When a little of the night had passed, two thieves, sanguinary and tiouhlo- 
exciting, such that Mare tho dagger-user was on his guard against thtai 
hoBom-picrcing bhafls , and jkrctiirus, the javchn-holdor, held hefoic his face 
tho shield of fear from dread ot their lifp-chasmg swords, 

COUPLET 

lilke tho eyes of cruul fair ones, full of blood, of stern demeanour, 

In tho gore cl men to etaiii them they their trenchant blades made kuoiicr, 

came to his pillow, and having possessed themselves of his money and goods, 
tied Ills legs together lightly with the noose of a lasso, and oast him so bound 
into a dreadful ravine, which was a long way from the public road The 
hapless one said to himself, ‘ While thou hast a gasp of lifo still left, and 
rottdoat a hne from the page of existence, 

IIEHISTICII 

To wail befits not, but to offer thanks ’ 

All night long the pilgrim lay there bound, and bowed his npek to the 
deoroc of fate and tho mandate of destiny , at length, when it dawned, from 
the pain of his hands and foot losmg control of himself, he exclaimed, 

COtrPLBT 

‘ Did mv hcart’b wailings rcacli the) would prevail,^ 

Cut I SCO none to listen to nij wall ’ 

' riie first line of thn couplet admits of more than one rundeiiiig Thus it might alho 
siiiiufv, ‘ If 01) i omplaiiit were to ri iiih a huurt, it would rend it ' takuig the accoud verb as 
lioni kaiHlnn, ' to tear out,' to rend ' 
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He was raming down the tears of anguish from, his eyes, and was groaning 
ivith the agony of hia afflicted breast, and exclaiming, ‘ Alas ' I pensh in this 
woeful strait, and no one has any knowledge of my condition, and with all 
this life-consuming pain I have fallen into the whiilpool of extinction, and the 
scent of remedy does not roach the nostrils of hope 

COUPLET 

'WTiobg hparfc is touched for this my sorrow, for poor hrokon-hoarted mr ^ 

Save my own heart, I’ve no one near me, who will sliow mo sympathy 

At this time the monkey, having come forth in quest of food, passed by the 
lavine, and hoard a lamentable cry, and discovered in tliu sound something 
familiar Makmg for the ravine he airived in the very nick of tinio ' for the 
pilgrim When ho beheld his fnend bound m the bonds of calamity, he gave 
loose to torrents of tears fiom the fountain of his oyes, and said, ' 0 deal 
fnend’ how didst thou fall into this place ^ and what is thy story The 
pilgrim replied, ‘Kind fnend’ in the toil-house of tlie woild there is no 
blessing ol enjoyment without the distress of suffering, and in the luiuuus 
heap of perfidious foitune, thero is no troasuie of prosjionty to be got without 
the dragon of trouble and woe 

COUPLET 

No buj(r fiom this shop lias ever atingloss honey home, 

None guthei lU this flower-ganleu data, ^\llhout a thono 

And when a person has learned this secret, and the reahty of this circum- 
stanoe has been revealed to liim, he ought not, like an auturamil cloud, to let 
fall the drops of rogrot at the paugful thoin of tlie woild, nor, at the display 
of its tresh-ohockod flowers, ought he to mdulgc in mirtli like the season of 
spnug, for its grief has no continuance, nor its joy any stability 

vmiBE 

111 tills existence, so soon to cipire, 

Tlie being ur not bung should not make us gay , 

It gives us water, puts us on the firo, 

Freely bestows a thing then forthwith Bnatehes it away 
It gives, it snatches back, and has no shamr , 

Taking Olid giving, ita task is this, the same ’ 

He then told the whole story of the thieves, and of their carrymg off his 
gold, and throwing hun, bound down, there The monkey said, ‘ llo of good 
choer ’ for, 

COOTLET 

There is much cause for hoping m despair, And night's far limit is the mormng fair 
And I wJl exert myself, as far as I am able, to remedy the misehiof, 
but tho most important affair at present is tby liberation ’ Ho then broke 


' Note the phiabc, h-sat-i watl 
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the pilgnm’a bonds, and conveyed him to a house that he had made of twigs 
and bushes Then he presented fruits moist and. dry, and made representatimi, 
saying, ' To-day, come not forth from this lodging, and with a heart free from 
care place thy head on the pillow of repose, until I come back ’ With these 
words he left the pilgnm and took up the trace of the thieves,' and proceeded 
in pursuit of them They, howevof, canying away the goods and gold had 
traveled all night, and in the morning, spent and exhausted, arrived at a spring 
of water Overpowered with drowsmeas they undid the pilgrim's things 
from their backs, laid themselves down" and went to sleep" with hearts free 
from solicitude and minds at ease At breakfast- time, the monkey came up 
With them just m the nick of time, and finding them off their guard, took 
advantage of the fortunate opportunity, and havmg tom open the bundle of 
clothes, first of aU took out the bag of gold, and carrying it to a retired place, 
hid it m the ground He then came back, and as they were still slumbering 
he took another piece of the pilgrim’s dress, and concealed it m a spot In 
short, having corned away aU the pilgrim’s things," together with some of the 
thieves’ traps,* of which he managed to got hold, he put them m different 
places, and took up his position on a tree at some distance, waiting to see 
what they would do After some time had passed, the thieves awoke, and not 
finding a trace of tho gold or tho things, they began to run about m all 
directions m a state of consternation and dismay Ono who surpassed the 
other m slirewdness said, ‘ Brother ' this fountain is not a place which men 
frequent , and besides, there is no vestige of men’s steps near the spimg It 
must therefore bo the abode of demons and fairies, and we have come here 
securely, and stretching out our limbs, have gone to sleep This mischief has 
been done by their people, and we may yet be thankful that they sought not 
to slay us Our best course is to rim away as fast as possible, and make 
our heels save the moiety of life that is left us 

TEESE 

Spirits this desert throng iinblcat * 

Here are strait qiairters, room enow for trouble 
They who ore boro content to rest, 

Feel chills hepatic , or, like bile, neit bubble 
And he who chooses to dight here, 

Is sure to lose his head or night-gear ' 

' Note tho phrase, pai bar ddthtah 

® Observe the differoueo between hhuftan and dor hhuf^b raftan 

’ Observe in rul^ut, the Arabic plural of a I’ereiau substantive 

* As the somewhat vulgar word ‘ traps ' ciactly corresponds to wiulhd, I am obliged to 

USD it 

® As those verses are put mto the thieves' mouth, and seom intended to be jocose, I have 
triod to preserve the vein In the fourth line tho second sontenco is, bteraHy, ‘molts hke 
hUe,' but the idea le merely that the victim is hot and cold by turns , or to uso a somewhat 
vulgar oipreesion, ‘shivere and sweats’ The word rendered ‘night-gear’ is }cvUK, ‘a 
turban,' ‘ a hat ' or ' cap,’ or even ‘ a night-tap ' 
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The thieves, then, with temfled hearts took to flight, and the monkey, 
being flree from anxiety os to then retnm, went back to his house and told the 
pilgnm what had happened, and for that night took charge of him In tho 
mommg, when the thief of night began to fly with his robes of gloom from tho 
Him s fountam of light , the solar world -wandering pilgnm, being freed from 
the bounds of darkness, set his face towards hia destmed journey 

COUPLET . 

When in the skies' expanse appeared to sight, 

The sun’s pure gold from 'neath the heap of night , 

the monkey took the pilgnm to the spnng of water and brought to him his 
gold and clothes, and what he had taken from the thieves Tho pdgnm was 
satisfied with what belonged to him, and did not possess himself of their 
thmgs, but bidding tho monkey farewell, set out for the city His way 
happened to lie tlrrough that jungle which was the haunt of the tiger, and 
that savage animal showed itself m the distance hko a ragmg hon The 
pilgnm, ternfiod at the sight of it, was about to tike to flight, when tho tiger 
called out, ' Be not alarmed ' 

HEMISTICH 

I boar thy favours, gratefid, yot in mind ’ 

He then advanced, and, thanking him much, besought him that he would 
wait there a short time The pilgnm, to oblige him, halted, and the tiger 
went roammg m every dircotion in search of a present worthy of his guest, 
tiU at last he came to the door of tho king’s garden-palace Ententig there 
he saw a maiden, who was sitting on tlie margin of a marble basin, and 
weanng a precious ornament on her neck Tho tiger killed her with a smglo 
stroke of his paw, and, bnnging the ornament to the pilgnm, expressed his 
regret [for the inaignifioanoe of the offonng] Tho pilgrim, on his part, met 
his apologies courteously, and departed towards the city Meanwhile, as he 
remembered the circumstonoe of his acquaintance with tho Groldsmith, the 
thought passed through his mind, ' I have witnessed the good-faith of brutes 
and wild animals, and their acquaintance bears such excellent fimt as this 
K the Goldsmith should hear of my arrival, of course he will show the most 
exuberant joy at my coming, and will think it incumbent on him to take 
infinite pains to give me a kind reception Morooi er, by his aid and aasist- 
anoe, those pieces of pure gold may be sold at tlicir full price, and this 
ornament, which is a treasure of gems, may be passed off at a good sum , 
for hiB skill in this matter, and his knowledge of the current pnee of these 
several articles, is greater than that of other men It was mommg when the 
pilgnm reached tho city, and at that time the report of tho murder of tho 
king’s daughter had spread through the city, and tho people poured aghast and 
amazed to tlie king's palace The Goldsmith, too, had come forth from his 
retirement to make inquiry into the circumstance, and was wanting to find 



620 


AjfVAK-i aUHAiij, OK, riiE uanis or canopus 


one of hi8 fnenda, and ascertain what had occurred All of a sudden ho saw 
the pilgnm, and, displaying the utmost joy, conducted him with respect and 
reverence to his own abode After the usual inrjmnes, he again minutely 
detailed liia adventures, and his exclusion from attendance on the king, and 
the degradation of rank which hod befallen him, and the sums of money and 
property that he had lost The pilgrim consoled him, and said, ' 0 brother ! 
if "thy means of support have been impaired, and the pillars of thy opulence 
have been crushed by the hiirncano of accidents, gneve not, for 1 have some 
pieces of sterling gold, and also an ornament containing many jewels , and 
thou art sagacious in discerning the worth of gold and gems Sell them 
Ciuefully and kindly, and take what thou wilt, for there will he no difiiculty 
as to that’ The Goldsmith sent for the omameut, and ivhen he saw it, he 
beheld the ornament of the pimccss Then putting on a cheerful cuuntimance, 
he Bind to the pilgrim, ' The value of these jewels cvcecds the power of the 
calculator of the imagination to compute Le of good chcCr ' for I will this 
very moment set thy mind at ease, and so, rest thou here in peace until 1 
rctuin ' The Goldsmith then reflected, ‘1 have got a fine opportunity, and 
scouiod a laro advantage If 1 am remiss and let this slip, I shall prove 
mjaelf quite devoid of all the advantages of caution and clcveiness rrevious 
to this, the king’s mmd has been changed towaids me, and at this moment, 
when they have conveyed to him the news of his daughlei’s muidci, of 
com so he is grieved and anxious, and on the look-out for the assassin of his 
daughter ' I can have no better recommendation to lain than to consign the 
julgum to the king's hands, that he may bring him to justice Perhaps, 
the king, hemg pleased with me, I shall again rise to my tormor station ’ He 
then resolved on trcacheiy, and went to the palace mid announec'd tliat he 
had caught the murdcicr of the prmccss, and secured the omameut The 
king sent foi him, and seeing the ornament, sent some persons to bring 
the pilgrim into his presence Whim the hapless pilgrim taw who was the 
instrument of this deed, he said, 

COUPLET 

‘ Thou hast in fnendslup slain mi , and yet nniip 

Was e'en, by iocs, an cruelly undone 

This is my punishment, and I deserve a thousand times as much ’ The king 
supposed that ho was a criminal, and that he was utteniig these woids in 
acknowledgment of his misdeeds , and the ornament, too, was corroborative 
of tbat suspicion Ho commanded, therefore, that they should parade him 
round the city, and having imprisoned him, should the next day, when they 
had finished putting him to the usual torture, inflict on him retaliation for 


' The hthograplied edition reads here, rightlv da I BuppuHO, an lalabad for the mi talabid 
ol the pnnted edition and of some M66 
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hia onme While they were conducting him round the city, the snake on 
the top of the wall had opened the eye of survey When it beheld its 
friend in that state, it set off after him, and after they had shut him up m 
prison, approached him, and ha\'ing learnt how matters stood, cried out and 
said, ‘ Did 1 not tell thee that a man of base nature has no gratitude, and in 
return for kindness and assistance will perform acts of perfidy and cruelty ’ 
Thou didst not listen to me, and I, that very day, when thou didst turn 
away thy face from the suggestions of thy fnends, and icfuse attention to 
advice devoid of any suspicion of self-mtcieat, well knew that the issue of 
thy affairs would have no other result hut repentance 

com LET 

I Lcaai d that da\ hopes of Farh&d to have, 

When to Shinn hia blind hoarL'& reins ho javo ' 

The pilgnm replied, ‘ Kind friend ' fiom the salt of these reproaches which 
thou hcatterest on my wound, nothing, now, but heart-buniing and distress 
of mind can be derived And my sufTenngs from neglecting that advice arc 
already sufflcient 

HEMISTICH 

The townsfolk shun mo and all men revile 

Now excogitate some remedj, which may be a repellent of this misfortune, 
and a euie for this disastci ’ The snake rejoined, ' Yestoiday 1 wounded the 
king’s mother, and all the city-people aie at a loss hoi\ to heal her Keep 
this grass and earlv in the morning when they come to (lice and iisk of thee 
the means to cure hci, go and wait on the king, and aftei thou shalt have 
recounted what has befaUeu tliysclf, give Inm this grass that his mother may 
eat it and recover I’eiliaps in this way thy liberation and escape may bo 
attainable’ The pilgiini tli.uikcd the snake, and the latter returned to his 
own bole , and in the morning having ascended the terrace of the king's 
palace' called out fiom a chink, ‘The remedy for the person bitten by 
the snake is w'lth the innocent pilgiim whom the king j'esterday imprisoned ’ 
At that time the king was seated ut his mother's pillow, and suffenng 
through grief for the loss of his daughter, together with sorrow for his 
mother’s wound, was in consultation with the doctors as to the remedy for 
the poison of the soipcnt And however many antidotes for poisons and 
repellents they used, it was all in vam When the voice reached the king’s 
ear he said, ‘ Gto ye and sec what person is on the terrace, and w'honco he utters 
those words’’ Notwithstanding the search made by the guards, tlicy saw 
uo man on tbe terrace, and tbey were led to the conjecture tbat an mvisible 
monitor had pronounced tbe words They went, therefore, and brought the 


' Kuahk, the word from which our ' kiosk ’ cornea 
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pilgnni ont of pnaon, and taking him to the king, busied theWis dlTOa with 
inquuiBg after the matter of the remedy The pilgmn said, ' 0 ki ag ! 

COUPLE1' 

May Ihs high court of thy justice and thy gracious majesty, 

The K'ahah of the wishes of the wants of mankind be ' 

The cure for this poison is in my possession, and the queen of the world 
shall this very moment obtain porfoct recovery But I hope that first of all 
I may be allowed to convey to the august hearing a bnef summary of my 
own affliction And it befits the king’s justice that for an instant he should 
open the ear of attention to hsten to the state of the oppressed 

VEBSE 

So glccp tliat thou ina}(tat hear the wail of pain, 

If one who BOcks for justice ury to theo, 

Hg is not suited o'er the world to rei^, 

Whom in such court we careless Blumhcnn^ see ’ 

The king’s heart felt the truth of the pilgrim’s appeal, and he said in a 
gracious manner, ‘Belate thy case from begmning to end, and fearlessly 
recount thy whole story ’ The pilgnm, with that boldness which belongs to 
the truthful, courageously recited liis own history, and the writing of his 
mnooence from that enme was clear to the luminous mind of the monarch 
Then they nusod that grass with some milk and administered it to the 
queen, and the effect was her immediate recovery Thereupon, the king 
clothed him m a robe of honor worthy the munificence of royalty Mean- 
time the Goldsmith was waiting for the pilgnm at the foot of the scaffold, m 
hopes that ho would be put to death as quickly as possible, and so the pieces 
of gold would remain with him, while he himself would acquire his former 
credit and rank near the king All of a sudden the royal mandate oinved 
that, instead of the pilgnm, they should impale the Goldsmith, and that this 
should be made the final result of his calumnious accusation, [and that thus it 
might he shown] that if a traducer should plunge anyone mto calamity, on 
the falsehood of the charge being apparent, and tho selfish motive which had 
been concealed in that accusation coming to hght, the very same punishment 
which he desired should be inflicted on that innocently-suspected person, 
should be earned out with regard to that lying sycophant In this very 
same manner they impaled that ungrateful faithless wretch who had never 
seen the face of generous feehng nor inhaled the perfume of honor, and thus 
they cleansed the expanse of creation from the blot of hia unclean person, 
which was tho confluence of perfidy and mischief, and the fountain-head of 
oppression and injurious acts, and he arrived at the reward of his actions and 
tlie just recompense of his deeds 
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TEJIBX. 

Here m this hall of rctnbnhon, he 
Who evil dons, injures himself alone 
Do jood if thou wouldst live on happily , 

And in thy acts and thoughts let truth be shewn 

This 18 the story of kings, ■with legard to their choice of favontes, and the 
investigation of the aflFaira of those who are nearly connected with them And 
if the king of Halab had not favoured that man of low origin and bad 
manners, his daughter would not have assailed the hfe of the innocent, nor 
have been killed by the tiger’s paw in retribution Bo if the king had not 
opened his ears to hear the words of tho persecuted and oppressed, right would 
not have been diaenmmated from wrong, nor truth from falsehood More- 
over it behoves kings not to patronise any one incautiously, nor to issue, off- 
hand, a mandate for the punishment of any, and to be quite certain that good 
actions will never he thrown away, nor the requital of bad deeds bo m 
anywise delayed Consequently, at this time When the chamberlain of fate 
has set up the court of thoir glory, and the controller of destiny has com- 
mitted to them the opportunity of prosperous fortune and kingly sway, they 
ought to exert themselves that they may do things which will be the source 
of their good fame m this world, and of their advancement and salvahon in 
that to came 

STANZA 

From time to time high hcavoa Burycys with favonng glance some later man, 

And fortune grants, in every age, to some new sway, earth's wide domains 
And amco success in lasting flow m no ono’s destiny we scan, 

Most bleat is he whose gloneus name new glory each new cycle gams 
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CHAPTER XIY 

ox All, STAINING fhom uegaud to the vicissitudes of time, and 

THE BASING ONE'S ACTIONS ON THE DECHEES AND 'WILL OF GOD 

INIHOBFCTION 

Wien the cliine-adommg king had heard this story full of advantage, 
wliioli may he regarded as a treasuie fraught with the gems of iviadom, and 
a store-house filled with the coma of admonition, being bound heart and soul 
lu obligation to the peifect and ocuimplish sage, he said, 

STANZA 

‘ Thou horn tho ocean of whose radiant mind, 

The Weary wanderers in inquiry’s plain. 

To slake their thiivt, pure streams of wisdom find ' 
tVluiae couiiad’s hand, from wisdom's face again 
Withdraws the s’eil of doubts and errors vain ' 

1 have already woniiod your highness, possessed of wisdom, beyond all 
lioimds, and have tamed the extess of my importunities to tho limits of 
disrespect, and the jioint has been almost reached for the chain ‘ of your 
sublime diacourae to be eevered Since then, you have acquainted me with the 
signification of the thirteenth precept, and I have hoard the tale of kings m 
reference to their patronage of counsellors and near dependants, and have 
boon informed of the mischiefs which spring from associating with the 
moan and base now ho so condescendingly gracious as to set forth 
a detailed explanation of the last piecopt and diseoursc on this 
subject, VIZ Why the beneficcut and luteUuctual sage is fettered by 
tho bonds of calamity, and broken by the wounds of adverse fortune, 
while tho vile ignorant peisou, fatuously careless, passes hia hfc in ease 
and enjoyment ^ why neither the former is assisted by his good sense and 
sagacity, nor the latter overthrown by his ignorance and fatuity Say, 
moreover, what kind of stiatagcm is to be employed to secure advantage and 
repel injury ^ and by what counsel one may enjoy the happy influences of 
fohcity, and by what service our roads may lead to tho haltmg-place wished- 
for ^ ' The Brahman replied, ' O king ’ there are first steps and sources of 

' Lit , ‘ Tent-rope ' 
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felicity, whioli when a person has secured, he will become more deserving of 
rank and authority, and more fit for an honorable and exalted position, but the 
results and fruits thereof are dependent on the Divme decree and God's 
will, and the king’s command may be viewed as the first source of all, and 
means and appliances will, if destmy so requiros it, prove abortive and 
ineffectual For many wise persons who have been in the enjoyment of 
deserved good-fortune, have suddenly been excluded oven from food sufllcient 
for a single day , while many ignorant persons, without the aid of puissance 
and virtue, have been seated on the throne of sovereignty 

STANZA 

Thej rnvil trcasurLi, on the base bestow, 

Yet enniint for tbi) worthy rrumbs afford , 

Spontaneous give high places to the low, 
but ne’er, t’en by mtstake, * a place afford. 

To men of Icanung in the outer waid 

And assuredly this state of things cannot but be in connoction with tho 
Jlmne decree and the command of God Jlost Holy And although one 
may possess perfect understanding, so that in that way he might procure 
a mamtenanoc , or a very' lucrative profession, whence he might jirovide the 
ineauh of support, or fascinating beauty hy which he might capture hearts, 
and so secure advantages yet when the ilivinc will yields not assibtanco 
thereto, the party will reap no fruit, nor will ho see such gainlul results 
from the untccedcuts of beauty and wisdom and perfection And n Prince 
wrote this proposition on the gate ot the citj' ol Nustur, and there is a 
beautiful story and sweet tale connected with this ’ Tho King asked, 

‘ How was that ^ ' 

STOKY I 

The Erahmaii said, ‘ They have related that in certain countries of Hum 
there was a prosperous king and mighty soveicign 

LllUl-Ln 

Of mighty wisdom with high spirit blent. Ilia arm was strong, hia heart mttlfigiiit 
He had two sons adorned with a variety of accomphshments, and graced 
with a multitude of eminent qualities 

COUPLET 

That by bia merry hearts did captiiutc. This by hia justice souls rtaiiiinato 
When the king accepted, with the phrase ‘ Here I am ' the invitation of 
hiB Creatoi, the elder brother appropriated, with the hand ot predommant 
power, the treasury of his father , and having secured the hearts of the Pdlars 

> Or bi-ghalat may mean With the rest of tho scntoncc, ‘ Through error, they do not gwe 
a place to the wise even at the threshold ' 

2 s 



626 


XHTAJl-I STTHAILi; OR, THE LIQHIE OF CiHOFOa 


of Qie State, and of the ministera of the late king with the laaso of courtesy 
and ■winning demeanour, and captured them 'with hia perfect humamty and 
mildnesB, aeated hunaelf m his father’s place 

COUPLET 

A pnncQ of happy fortune, in a yet more happy hour, 

Hig father’s rules obeying, asBUUied the reins of power 

The younger brother, when he saw that the Huma of empire overshadowed 
the star-reaching head of hia elder brother, and that the leader. Fortune, had 
given the rema of the courser of the age to the grasp of his authority and 
option , through fear that ho might act perfidiously towards him, pkeod the 
equipage of travel on the back of the diomedary of flight, and voluntarily 
submitting to the affliction of exile and the penis of travel, and taking along 
With him supphea of gnef and lamentation, set out on hia journey 

COUPLET 

I am weary of my fatherland, on my travels I will go, 

But no proTiaions for my journey, save my grief fur thee, I know 

The Pnnee set out alone on a long and distant expedition, and, as day 
closed, reached a halting-place , and there gnoving and lamenting over his 
solitary and wretched state, he exclaimed, 

COUPLET 

‘ Since each two stepe have made my eves of bloody tears a gushing spring, 

And such my earhest march , say, how iny journey to a ilosc I'll bring * ’ 

In short he passed that night solitarily Next day when the fair-faced beauty 
of the sun showed her comeliness from the curtain of the hon/on, and the 
sweetheart of day’s luminary displayed from behind the veil of blue her 
bnght checks and radiant countenance, 

COUPLET 

Heaven s wheel the sun’s gate open threw mcnnwhilL, 

And decked earth's surface with a sunny smile, 

the Pnnee prepared to set off, and a youth of fair countenance and 
curhng hair, of excessive spnghtliness and infinite grace met him The 
Pnnee looked and beheld a lovely stapling, such that thou wouldst say they 
hod sewed the garment * of perfection on his person, and had consumed the 
heart of the moon with the heat of envy at his beauty His do'wn was like a 
fresh violet budding close to a green rose-leaf, or a nng of moist ambergris on 
the surface of a tulip loaded with dew 


* The X:a6d is a long gown with flaps m the skirt, the shirt and breast open, and some- 
times shta m the arm-pits Kknhn-i Islkm appendix. Dress, x 
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VERSE 

With beard like ants near a rose fresh blowing,' 

Which from the hyacinth scents gathering stray, 

Its light down o'er the moon soft fetters throwing, 

Led reason's sell, adoring, bUnd, away 

Wien the royal youth beheld that captivating down and glowing cheek, 

COUPLET 

That down of rarest bcautj with those bright ehoeks soomed to blend. 

Like the wondrous grass that sprang up from the fumaee of God's friend,® 

he said to himself, ‘ Perhaps I could bear the burthen of the woes of travel 
with the support of the society of this stnphng, and obtain security under 
the shadow of this cypress with cheeks like the rose, from the heat of this 
flro-rainmg desert 

HFMISTimi 

’T IS sweet for him to wander who a comrade has hke thee ' 

Then those two jasmms of youth’s garden, and those two tender trees by the 
nvulct of life, being pleased with each othci’a society, regarded the distressful 
wilderness as the rose-garden of liam, and fancied the thorny brakes of toil 
to be tbe loy-augmentmg flower-parterres of Paradise 

aUATEAlN 

Wore nought but woes and cruel wounds from thy tresses all my gam. 

On th' inhabitants of Eden, I still with scorn should look 
And to Paradise without thcc they might me call in vun, 

Foi Eden's self without thcc, my soul, this he.irt eould never brook ) 

At the next stage, a mcichant’s son, (a youth intelligent and experienced, of 
just counsels, tar-seemg, and of perfect uiidcistanding, such that by his 
perfect wisdom, when good sense was loquiicd, lie could bind the cord of 
night on the neck of day, and at the time of dealing, could, by his sharpness 
and clevcmcsSj obtain the sterling gold of the sun from tho fouT-streeted 
market of the sky 

COUrLBT 

Acute, sharp-witted, and of honeyed speech. By long experience skilled hia ends to reach ,) 
jomod company with them, and thus was brought about the frhcitous 
appearance of that trine, ^ On the third day a robust and lusty young 
peasant, (who possessed universal mtcUigenee on agricultural matters and 
perfect skill in all the varieties of farming occupations, the felicity of whose 
operations was such m planting,' that every dry stick which he set m the 


' His black moustathios near his red lips looked like ants near a rose 
® When Namrdd, or Nimrod os «e call him, c^t Abraham, ' God’s friend,’ into a 
furnace, the file turned into a verdant meadow Sec Kur'&n, Sale s Trans , p 217, note ® 

3 There is doubtless an allusion to astrology here Tlicse three handsome youths formed, 
as it were, a tniie, or conjunction of throe fortunate stars 

‘ The editions have dMdni repeated three tunes in this sentence, which is altogether 
opposed to the spirit of Persian authors, who delight to eihib it their copia verbomm I 
would, theroforo, with one of my MSS read bdghiam for one of this dihidnl group 

2 s 2 



62S 


ANVAH-I SUHAIIJ , OR, THE LIBHl’8 OB' CANOPUS 


earth, coming to perfection like a young shoot, produced fresh fruits in 
abundance , and the auspiciousncsa of whose proceedings m husbandry went 
to that point, that every clod upon which he set his foot, yielded com 
without his reqmnng to sow seed , 

COePLFT 

For him, Ihe orchard freshening showers made wet, 

And, self-prepared, the field his wishes met ,) 

became their comrade , and by those four pillars thus united, the edifice of 
companionship received its completion and the mascini, ‘ The hent company *» 
/owr,’ was elucidated So tho attached fiiends having forgotten — through 
the pleasure of mtcicouise — their icgrcts tor their km and country, were 
traveling on divers stages and joiitneys, and continued cheerful and content 
with tho sight of one aiiolliei 

nisTieits 

To those nlin sit with friends and lortd ones near, 

A furnaco will a field of flowers appeal 

Our wishes’ fabric must through friendship stand, 

Without it, useless arc thy tongue and hand. 

Each comrade helps tho craving heart to fill. 

And each ace^unintancc makes it purer still 
Each meeting will some new advantage bring. 

From each eon|unctioii some new hhasings spring 
tVlien with one stoi another ’s joined — behold ' 

What blest results their ble'ndcd beams unfold ' 

After traversing a vast diatanoc, they arnvc'd at the city of Nusti'ir, and 
selected a good lodging m a corner of the town to repose and rest in Not 
one of them had any provisions oi supplies left, nor had they a single diiani 
01 dinar One of tlio party said, ‘Our advisable course at present is, that 
wo should each display our skill and ability, and secure by' our lahoi tho 
good things we want, that w'e may pass some days in this city in comfort ’ 
Tho Pnnee said, ‘Affairs aie dependent on the dcciees of God, and no 
difference is effected m them by the cxcitions or toil of man 'Wherefore, 
those who are the wisest among mankind will assuredly take no steps m 
pursuit of such a thmg, nor devote their precious hfe for carrion, which in 
spite of its perishable nature, is surrounded by many enemies ■ 

STANZA 

This world IS to a canion-rarciuii' like, 

Sound wbich a myriad vultures without pause 
A contest wage These with their talons strike 
Those who, in turn, wound them with beak and claws 
At length they spread their wings , and, soormg, quit 
Thcix evil prey, nor tan they taste or come near it 

Tho daily subsistence, which has been apportioned m the fahne, ‘ We 
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distributed their necessary provision among them in this present la not to 
be augmented by the aid of greedincaa and avidity, and all that the covetous 
man obtains is disaster and disgrace 

DISTICHG 

What tliough wo gather many a morsel — still 
More than fate grantt will ne’er our stomach hll 
Why, then, this treublc and aniicty 
Fur that whirl) is withheld hj destiny f 
fSuhmisMve how to fate, contentid grow, 

I’ut greed aside , hve peaceful, happy, so ' 

The handsome youth said, ‘Ueauty is a qualification which can be relied on for 
obtaining good thmgs, nud comeliness is a sure source of aoqmnng property 
and opulence VVhenever the J of Jamal (beauty) displays itself, it will ho 
tollowed by i/df (we.ilth) , aud at ,dl times that the ^ ot Zaidjat (graoe- 
tnlncss) appeals, Rdjat (tendiTness) and kindness wih he suie to bo joined 
to it 

ooercEr 

The mail ut liiiidbomc lau, do what he will, 

Ibu lu Ins path )ill eyea h\id on him atill ' 

The merchant’s son also lead oft' an msciiptioii Irom the page of his 
cundiLi 111, and siud, ‘ The capital of beauty is a com of short endurance in 
the b.'i/di ol affaiis, and in a slioit time nothing is left eilliur ot pimcipal or 
luLeiest Right judgment aud the adiaiitagi’' of judicious counsel, and 
txpeiience and skiU m tiansai ting btisincss, have the pri i-edence ot all other 
goods, and who lie V el the foot ol subsislentc stmiibks agiuust the stone of 
want, the ic'sults ot good sense alone can aftoid a remedy , and wlioevei has 
nought lelt to suppoit liimsclt, can .illoviale his wants only by the assistance 
ot expel tncss in his dealings 

COUPLET 

If thou dost all thy acts on prudrnce base. 

Thou inaycst then thy goods sccuicly place ' 

The young peasant delivered himscU as follows, ‘Good sense and prudence 
do not succeed everywhere, nor does advantage always result theiefrom 
Roi if wisdom had much to do with the acquisition of fortune, it must needs 
follow, that w’hoevcT suipasscd all others in knowledge and was before the 
rest of mankind in judgment and jirudencc, would set up the flag of his 
success m the plam of empire, and that the young tree of Ins felicity would 
be planted beside the nvulet of sovereign power Yet wo have seen wise 
men enough incarcerated m the prison of want, and have watched many who 


' Kur'hn, Ch xlm , 31, Sale,p 362, 1 32 'Wp distribute their neresaary proTisum 
among them ui this present life, onu we raise some of them several degrees above the others, 
that the one of them may take the other to serve him and the mercy ol thy Lord is muic 
valuable than the nchos which they gather together ' 



630 


ANTAB-I BVHAILl , OH, THE LdOUIg OH CANOFUB 


had not the alighteat scent from the rose-garden of ability and expertneas, 
yet walking at free-will and enjoying themselves among the parterres of 
wealth and opulence Hence they have said, 

COUPLET 

‘ IleaTen on the worthlcM fool bestows tbc reins of cartbly bliss 
Wisdom and wtuo hast thou both f Sco, then, thy crime m this '' 

"Wherefore the blessings of application, and the happy influences of toil, 
brmg men to a position of success and enjoyment, and it is by the means of 
skill m their profession, and the advantage of knowledge of their craft, that 
they are decked with the ornaments of dchght and felicity 

VEIISE 

W Quldat thou have gold, then labor on , 

By knowledge only tbuu'lt in nought suicecd 
The king himself, spite ot his erowm and throne, 

Stands of the com of laboring men in need ’ 

"When it came to tho Prince’s turn again to speak, they requested him, 
saying, ‘ Do you, too, be pleased to address iia once more m elucidation of 
this subject, and throw some light on this question which we arc discussing ’ 
The Prince responded, 

COUPLET 

‘ Ilj me content and poicitv shall ne’er disparaged he , 

Go tell tho king, ‘ Thy daily food is portioned c 'cn to thee ' ’ 

I adhere to tho same opinion, of the paiticulars ol which I have already 
given a notion I do not, indeed, deny the justness of what you, comrades, 
say, that something may be gamed by the ornament ot beauty and the 
capital of good sense and toil But what 1 assert is this, that if the comehness 
of fate’s decree does not display itself from behind the curtain, the radiant 
star ot beauty cannot ascend trom the hoiizon of success , and that untU the 
Curator, Providence, opens the door of the shop of the Divine wdl, the goods 
of knowledge and ability cannot obtain any currency m the market of 
acceptance The advantage of the table of labor is a morsel which it is m 
the discretion of Providence to apportion or not to the skilful , and the gam 
of trade and agriculture is tho car of com of a provision which acemes to 
the husbandmen of the field of craft only from the stock of Ijhe wiB of the 
Eternal One And, without the Divine decree, every writing that versicolor 
Fancy draws on the tablet of thought, m the end receives the impression of 
decay, and every spell that tho mcontation-reader of the counsel employs, at 
last assumes the semblance of on idle dream 

COUPLET 

What arts T used, what arts without avail ' 

The apells I breathed passed idly down the gale 

"Wherefore it is clearly established that if the Most High God wills it 
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Uie -wish of eveiy pemin will he attained without toil or trouble But if the 
Eternal Pui’pose la not linked with its accompliahment, labor and struggles 
are altogether unavailing Consequently we ought to bow our necka to 
God s connnandment, and place the head of resignation on the line of deatmy. 

HEMIBTlrH 

Out cure for fate la t' acquiesce — euougli ’ 

And juat in tlua way that aged Farmer committed his affaira to God's 
grace, and in a short time, having acquired hia wish, waa liberated from the 
prison ot trouble ' The Pnnce’a eomradea inqmred, ' How waa that^ ’ 


STOEY II 

The Pnnee said, ' They have related that in the li ty of Andalua ^ there 
was a Farmer with an open hand and heart, who was successful m his 
ugncultural occupations Once on a time hia receipts exceeded his disburse- 
mPnts, and he got together three hundred gold dinars, and was very much 
delighted with that amount of money, and took earc not to lay out a particle 
of it m lus expenses Every day he took out his wcU-stuffed purse, and 
counted the pieces, and made the bp of enjoyment smile with that mirth- 
dugmentiug saifi on-colored com 

COUPLET 

Showers from that yellow fruit came down unceasing, 

AVlucli, saftron-likc, ■' were still his joy iiitrcoaing 

One day in hia worded manner, havmg counU'd his gold, he had put it 
back in the purse, and was about to deposit it m a secure place, when on 
intimate friend came to the door and called to him The Farmer, through 
fear lest he should come m and become acquainted with that glittcrmg-faced 
bndo, (which, in accordance with the direction, ‘ ll%de tlvy gold ' ' ought to be 
kept under the veil of concealment,) did not wait to secure it, but took it up 
and flung it into a pitcher, and set out with his friend to the village on 
account of a matter of importance, strictly charging his wife as he started to 
get ready a meal for them As soon as the Farmer had gone, his wife 
wanted to cook some broth Seeing the pitcher empty she took it up and 
went to the door and stood looking out for an acquamtanco to pass by It 
happened that the viUage butcher going to the city to buy a cow passed 
that spot The Farmer’s wife recognised him, and asked him civilly if 


' Andalfia, (that is, Spam,) so colled by thoArabians, from Andalusia, the proTmee which 
waa first conqjiered m the year of the Hijrah 92 (A D 710), by T&rik bm Ziyhd, under the 
Khol&fat of ^ Wuhd, tlie I3tli successor to MohamniEd 

* Onentala use saffron m many dnnka and pleasant beverages Thufl the Amirs of 
Bindh, who quaffed bowls of milk daily, colored tke inilk with sa&on 



632 


AH7AH-I BUEAIli , OH, THE UOHTB OF CAHOFUS 


he would undertake the trouble of bringing a little water for her, by 
which he would, at the same tune, oblige an old fnend, and secure the merit 
of assisting one in a difficulty The villager agreed, and the farmer’s wife 
gave him tho pitcher m which was the purse of gold The butcher put it on 
his back, and went to fetch the water On the way he perceived something 
move in the pitcher, and on examining it, saw the purse Forthwith, 
dran ing it delightedly mto the sleeve of possession, he exclaimed, 

OODPIET 

' Faith ' that is luck which, without effort, to oui fond embraces yields , 

If tod aloue can wiu them, I’ll not value Eden’s sparkling hclds 

Thanks, grateful thanks to God (may His glory be magnified ') that without 
tho annoyance of trouble, and the calamity of hardship and suffering, an 
abundant blessing and complete opulence have been bestowed on me I must 
now think it ngbt to show my sense of this unexpected good-fortune, and not 
abandon my profession, but store up this gold for a day of emergency ’ Then, 
through delight at getting the gold, he forgot all about the water and J^o 
pitcher, and having purchased a lat young heifer with the money that ho had 
of hia own, he sot out home As soon as he liad got out of the city, ho thought 
to himself, ‘ If I keep this purse about me, I cannot be secure from the dread 
of thieves , and if 1 bury it anywhere in this city I shall never be able to 
breathe at case, from anxiety of mind and troublous thoughts , and I have not 
sufficient confidence m any one to be able to confide this to him as a deposit 

llEUISTICU 

Seek not in this ago for good faith, foi it exists nowhere 

My best course is to put tho purse m the Cow’s throat and manage to 
make it swallow it, and after 1 have slaughtered it I will take out safely my 
purse of gold ’ He then put the unfortunate cow to that torture, and 
made it hke Samiriy’s' calf, full of golden treasuro, and turned his face 
homeward It befell that the son met him on tho road, and told him some 
other things which had occurred in tho village, and which the butcher was to 


* See Sale's Translation of tho Knr'lin, p 6, note k ' The person who cast this calf (tho 
same which is spoken of in Eiodns) the Mohammedans say was not Aaron, but A1 Samen, 
one of the principal men among the children of Israel, sniuc of whoso descendants, it is 
pretended, BhU inhabit an island of that name m the Arabian Gulf It was made of the 
rings and bracelets of gold and silver, and other materials, which the Israebtes hod borrowed 
of the Egyptians, for Aaron, who commanded in his brother’s absence, having ordered 
A1 S§,men to collect those ornaments from tho people, who earned on a wicked commerce 
with them, and, to keep them together till the return of Moses, A1 SImen, understanding 
tho founder’s art, put them together into a furnace, to melt them down into one mass, which 
came out in the form of a calf The Israelites, accustomed to the Egyptian idolatry, paying 
a rehgious worship to this image, A1 Sdmon went further, and took some dust from tha 
footsteps of the horse of the angel Gahriel, who marched at the head of the people, and 
threw it into tho mouth of the calf, which immediately began to low, and became animated , 
for such was the virtue of that dust One wnter says that all the Israelites adored this calf, 
except only 12,000 ' 
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settle The latter, in order to make some arrangements, returned to the city, 
and handed over charge of the cow to his son Meanwhile the Farmer hod 
returned with his friend from the village Now a long time back, ho had 
made a vow to sacnfice a fat heifer When he saw ono m such good case 
he was inclined to purchase it, and giving a httle more profit to the 
butcher's son than he expected, ho bought it, and bnngmg it homo, made 
the necessary preparations for the sacnfice Meanwhile the matter of the gold 
returned to his memory, and ho went to remove the money fiom that place 
and to deposit it in a safe spot The more he searched toi the pitcher, the less 
he found it He then asked hia wife where it was ’ She in reply told him 
the circ uraatanccH Hereupon sighs arose from the Farmer's heart, and the 
eye q 1 his covetousness was weoping with poignaut regret, and far-sighted 
prudence was laughing at his forlorn and ignominious phght 

coupLpr 

Folks that can weep for property nnil polf , 

III sure, they do but each deride himself 

For some time the f.irmor was irameised in the whirliiool of care m a state 
of iinronsciousnesB , and for an interval tormented himself in the vortex of 
dismay At last ho adopted feelings ol resignation and submission, and said, 

HEMISTICH 

‘VTc leave it to Ills bounty vhat to do ’ 

He then commanded them to sacrifice the cow, and when the knife was 
used to open the intestines his eyes lighted on the purse of gold At tins 
sight he lost his senses with joy, and when he recovered iiimself, ho took iqi 
the purse, und having cleared it of filth, he took out the pieces and kept 
constantly lifting up one after another, kissing them, nibbing them upon his 
eyes, and restoring them to their places, while ho said, 

HEMISTICH 

‘ May ill luck never thy cxistenie mur , ' 

He then reflected, ‘ This time by the fortunate and accidental occurrence 
of such a strange affaar — an extraordmary and mysterious coincidence that no 
eye has ever seen nor ear hoard — ^thisgold has been recovered Hereafter this 
purse of money shall go nowhcro but round my waist, and to bo without it for 
a moment is a thing never again to be thought of 

COUPLET 

From thee to part ' I cannot baaie the thought, 

From hiB own soul can ono bo tom by aught ’ ’ 

Thenceforward the Farmer always used to keep the purse about his own 
person, and his wife used to reproach him saying, ' This conduct is ahen from 
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reliance on God, for to hoard imphca distrust of the Giver of our daily sub- 
sistence And since — in accordance with the saying, ‘ Seek therefore yowr pro- 
vision from Qod,'' we ought to seek our daily bread from the treasury of His 
bounty, — the perfectly wise is he who does not display greedmess m amassing 
money, but opens the eye of rehance to the overflowing beneficence of God, 
from a share of the table of whose benefits not a single creature is excluded , 
and feels sure that it la impossiblo to increase or diminish the allowance 
which has been prodcstmed to him from ctermty without beginning, and 
which the command of the Eternal One has fixed 

HEMISTICH 

Th( cup of ftttu nor mure iiur less contiuis ' 

The Earmer replied, ' Wife ' there is no alternative m this world of 
causes but to attend to means In our outward behaviour we must be 
governed by the rule of cause and effect, and spiritually wo must quafl' the 
wine of resignation from the goblet of reliance on God 

COUPLET 

Sit not supmc ' Sinic cause docs all things leaven, 

Neglect it not , and lejic the lest to Heaven ’ 

Tho wife hold her tongue, and the Farmer tied the purse round his waist, 
and went about his avocations One day, ho was bathing m a spring 
of water, and undoing the purse from his girdle, put it down by the side 
of the pool When he had finished, he put on his dress, and forgetting the 
money, loft it there and went * his way After him a shepherd came to 
the same spot to water his flock, and saw the purso of gold on the margin 
of the spring He immediately snatched it up, and, in excessive rapture, 
retraced his stops, and going to his own abode, counted the money, and 
found it three hundred dinars He then said to himself, ‘ This is a round 
sum , wore 1 to toko anything out of it, it would impair the excellence of 
the number, and perhaps 1 could never make it up ogam to the same 
amount I must bo patient lu unavoidable hardships, and store up this 
amount for a day of want ’ Whereupon, tho simple fellow, fixing his heart 
upon the gold , and fastening it under his armpit, and rubbing the clay 
of silence on his lips, went on, as before, with his duties as^ a shepherd 
Meantime, however, when the Former remembered his money, he began, 
with his heart full of angmah,^ to shower from his eyes the rain of regret. 


‘ Kur'On, FI xxii , 16, Mar 17, Sale, p 298, 1 21 ‘‘Wc also sent Abraham, when 
bo said unto hia people. Servo God and fear him this will bo better for you, if ye understand 
Ye only worship idola besides God, and forge a lio Verily those which ye worship besides 
Qod are not able to make any provision for you seek, therefore, your provision from God , 
and servo him and give thanks unto him imto him shell ye return ’ 

^ By a typographical error the printed edition omits rui before h-rdh dvard 
' Lit , ‘ blood ' 
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and, with a hundred pangs and pams, ran searching about on the nght hand 
and on the left 


HEUISTICU 

Much did hr search, and jet not reach his wish 


At length, baffled and sad, he returned home, and told hia family what 
had occured Hia wife s hoari was brimful of cholor against her spouse 
When she heard the state ot the case, she loosed tJie tongue of reproach 
and said, ‘ 0 good-for-nothing tcllow ’ thou didst display all these excessive 
precautions in taking care of the gold, and choosing to be stingy in thy 
daily expenses, kept thy family on sliort allowance Now cry away and 
lament for the loss of it ' ’ The Fainior leplicd, ‘ Thou sayest the truth, 

courerr 

If we are panged with absence now, we lannot murmur at our lot, 

Fur in the day of muon we the tribute of our tbanka forgot 


It was a downi-ighl blunder, a hlundei dowTinght, that I took such trouble 
to store up the cash, and withholding it from my wife and family, kept a 
wateh over it with such prodigious care No sensible man acts in this 
way, to tie a purse of gold lound liis waist, and suffer day and night, and 
undergo ready-money vexation for credit indulgences And all of a sudden, 
a turn of fortune, which could never have been traced on the tablet of 
thought, makes its appeal ance from destiny’s workshop . and, like me, he 
tumbles into a wbiilpool of dismay, and is left a long way off from the 
shore of escape 

TEiisr 

Tbcy tbot hare gems and still at mining slave, 

'I'hcu hi I s m toil for otbor nii n bestow 
And siiire oui laics augment, the moir wr rravo , 
flail Ml but nulb und wmo, why labor so > 

Ilow lung vvilt euffi'i in pursuit of more ’ 

(lontentmont seek, and let tby woes be o’er ’ 


Then the Farmer employed hinistlf m protestations of repentance and 
contntion, and vowed that he would never hoard up wealth agam, tmd 
would expend without delay all that came to hand So, seeking the dmno 
favoi by lelianee on God, he committed his affairs to the Creator, and, 
acq^uiescmg in the decrees of Providence, he placed the head of submisBion 
on the hne of resignation 

nuHISTICU 

Sit down, and on the Almighty’s bounty rest 

In the other direction, the shepherd, with^the bag of gold under hia ann, 
wtiB feeding his flock One day he W£ia employed in the Sdme buaiuesB 
close by b > well Suddenly, a party of horecniBn showed themselves m the 
distance. The shepherd, in dread lest they should take the gold from him, 
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dropped the purse into the well, and as day was closing, he drove his 
sheep homewards Just after he had gone away, tho Parmer was going 
along, and a strong wind began to blow It earned off hia turban and 
threw it into th.it very well The Fanner jumped down in a moment, 
and was looking for Lia turban, w'hen all of a sudden he got hold of the 
purse of gold 

HEMISTICH 

no sought a pearl, and lo i a ruby found 

Having returned thanks to God, he went back, and told his family the story 
of finding the money, and when he counted it, there were the three hundred 
dinars as bitore At Ihih the Fnrmer eicl.iiiucd, 'Feliold' God Most High 
has from an invisible (juniter (onveyed to me the same amount w'hicli had 
disappeared ’ lie then fulfilled the vows he had made, and began to expend 
the money Pome ho dishuiscd lor his family, and n small portion he 
devoted to religious puqiu.ses, until twohundrid dln.iiB were gone How- 
uver, alter the Farmei had dcjiaited, the hlicplicrd, having satisfied himself 
about Ills hlioep, went in the night to the woU, and found not his bright- 
faced Joseph thuiem Jacoh-like, ho loised outcries, and called out, ‘Ah' 
Joicph ' ' aud said, ‘ After this loss, ot what use is hie to me , and in my 
legiet for that beloved mistiess, what happiness or enjoyment can I derive 
from ciiatcnco ' 

COCrCLT 

I whIi not that the boon of “.ight be longer to me lift, 

When 1 aball bo for cicr of bis blessed sight bereft ’ 

Thus the shojihcrd was wandering about night and day, grieving and 
(hstracted Alter a consideiablo time, having gone back to the city, he 
chanced to pass by the Faimer’s hut The laller, in atcurdanie with his 
gcneiouB habits, gave tho shepherd a meal After they had finished 
catmg, they began to discourse of various mattcis Tlie shcjdiord was 
telling a stoiy, but the signs of the most complete gnef were evident in his 
niEmucr of talking, and from time to time he was involuntarily shedding 
toaiB of regret The Farmer inquired the cause of his weeping, and of the 
pre-cceupation of his mmd The shepherd icplicd, ‘ How should I not he 
broken-hearted and distracted ^ 

COUPLET 

If Sulaim&n had bad thr loss that I, unhappy, rue. 

Fairies for Sulaimbn bod wept, fairies and devils too 

Know that I possesed three hundred gold dinars, and my heart’s strength 
and soul's happiness, and light of my eyes, and joy of my breast sprang 
from that On a oortam day, from dread of some cruel feUows, I threw 
this money into a certain well, and I never found any trace of it again ' 
The Farmer, amazed at hearing this story, got up and went to his wife and 
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said, ' This monoy, which wc thought was oui lawful property, and to 
which we extended the hand ol expenditure and disbuiscmcnt, mahiiig 
unreatrained use of it, belonged to our guest And we, owing to oui 
moautiousneas, have fallen into the labyrmth of crime and disastrous error 
Now what little IB left, we must hand over to him by way of present, and 
take care not to divulge this secret, otherwise he will come upon us for all 
the amount, and we shall be unable to pay ’ His wite agreed ivith liim in 
this, and said, ‘ The nghtful owner must have hia lights restored to him , 
and we must have recourse to contentment and reliance on God, until God 
Most High gives us something in return for it 

COUPLET 

lit! T\lio, With truth, on God relics. Ills wishes' fico soon moots his nos ' 

Hereupon the Taimor placed the hundred dmiis that were left, before the 
shepherd by way of offcimg The latter, deeply obhgtd, took up the money 
and counted it Thcic wore exactly a hundred dmais He said to Iiimself, 
' This IS the first instalment, and 1 urn in hopes that the remainder, too, wiU 
come to hand Now I must take good care oi this, that I do not fall into the 
same trouble a second time ’ He then hoUowed part of a thick stuk winch 
he had, and with which he used to drive his Hock to pasture, and ilepositecl 
m it the pieces of gold, so that no one should know it One day lie was 
standing on the shore ot a largo stream, and his stick fell out of hia hand 
into the nver Though he Liiod to get hold ol it again, he could nut Now 
the nver flowed by the city’s gates, and a,s the Faimcr was making his 
ablutions beside the stieam, he saw a stalf which the water was himging 
towards him lie took it u]i imd c.mied it home Ills dame was cooking, 
and there were no sticks left The ruimer began to bleak the staff tliat the 
cooking might ho finished All of a sudden his lap, like the platter oi the 
firmament, was filled witli gold spaikling like file lie took up the piecos 
and counted them, and thcio wore just a hundred dinars Down he lell and 
prostrated himself in thanlcsgivmg, and ojicned the hand of libciality ond 
expenditure once more Two oi three days passed and the shepherd came 
again to the Farmer’s house, and more disconsolate than before, recounted 
the story of the stick and the hundred di'uais Thu Faimcr asked, ' Speak 
the truth ' whence didst thou get those pieces that thou didst lose the first 
time, aud how didst thou amass them'*’ The shejilicrd told the tiuth, 
saymg, ‘ On a certain date I found a purse at such a spiing of water, and in 
the purse wore tliree hundred pieces of gold, and those were the \ cry same 
that I threw into the well , and these hundred dinars thou tliysclf gavost to 
mo ’ The Farmer smiled and said, ‘ Thanks and praise he to the Lord ' who 
has kept the right fixed m its own circle Know that it was I who forgot the 
purse and left it at the fountain’s side, and I too found it in the well, and the 
hundred dinars that I gave to thee wore the residue thereof, and the staff has 
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come back into my hands, and these are the hundred dinars which we are 
expending ' The shepherd remained astonished and said, ‘ From the 
marvelous incidents of this story we may learn that none can appropriate the 
predestined portion of another ’ 

And the object of adduemg this tale is, that my compamons too should 
not surrender the station of contentment, nor step beyond the circle of 
reliance on God, nor ho blind to the wonders of fortune whioh result from 
destmy and Providence, but duly valuing the opportunity of Me, cease to 
confide m wealth and heauty, since the reality of future events is concealed 
and hidden behind the curtain of fate 

HEMISTICH 

None know in what oflaiin may terminate ' 

In short they brought that day to an end m such discourse The next day 
when the husbandman of Omnipotence displayed the rose of bundled leaves, 
the sun, in the parterre of the horizon with a hundred shining hues , and the 
fragrant hyacinth of dark night drew over its coiintendnco the curtain of con- 
cealment in the violet bed of the sky, 

COUl'T tl 

Liko tulip 111 the sky, the sun shone bright, 

And the stars’ blossoms wire conecaUd fiom sight , 

the farmer’s son arose and said, ‘ Take your case here till I bring tor your 
inspection a share of the fruits of my labors , and to-morrow, when you have 
rested, each of you work for his livelihood as ho may advise with himself ’ 
The fnends agreed to this, and the young peasant went to the gate of the city 
and asked, ‘ What is the best thing to do m this city ^ ’ They replied, ‘Wood 
for fuel IS now very valuable, and they aie buying it at an exorbitant price ’ 
The youth immediately went to the hiUs, and having tied up a heavy hundlc, 
as much as he could carry on his hack, cained it to tho city, and sold it for 
ten dirams He then bought some nice food, and turned his face towards his 
comrades, and when he had come out of the city he wrote on the door, ‘ The 
fruit of one day’s labour is ten dirams ’ In short, that day the companions eat 
a refreshing morsel from the table of the young peasant , and on the morrow, 
when the bounty of the world-adommg, bnghtly-shming sun illuminated the 
universe with the glitter of its perfect loveliness, 

coun-ET 

Tlic liutroiifi fiun, with smiles and blushes red, 

From out day’s upper chamber showed bis head , 

they said to tho handsome youth, ' To-day contrive with thy beauty that 
there may be something to make thy friends comfortable and happy ’ The 
youth arose, and walked, deep in thought, towards the city, saymg to himself, 

‘ I cannot do anything, and yet without succeeding in my object I cannot go 
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back , and I am m a etrangcly-embarrasBrng positiou, such that I have no 
face to conceal it, nor courage to tell it 

Louri^ 

Thy looks that ruin my affair<i luflipt tins hardship, too, as woll, 

I cannot, dare not, for my life, my hardships to another tell ' 

In this cogitation he entered the city and sate down lU at ease and out of 
spirits, at the top of a street Suddenly, a pretty woman with curling 
ringlets, who possossed much wealth and property, passed by him, and 
beholding that captivating face and the enchanting downy hair upon it , gave 
the goods of patience and endurance to the winds of love 

ITEIISP 

Such rbullitinns then her heart assaili d, 

Each Bovcral hair seemed vocal with love’s lay 
She clapped her hands, her moon-like face unveiled,^ 

And cast her lasso-rmglcts m his way 

She said to her maid, ‘Look at this beautiful face, which is such that the 
rose-leaf, from shame at its freshness, droops like the yellow jasmine, and 
survey this graceful figuie, from mortification at whoso delicacy and 
elegance, tho straight cypress has its hand on its head and its toot in 
the clay 

cournrr 

Mj cypress from the garden comes of spirit and the licart. 

Think not those cl ly and water liei s can be its counterpart 

If T were to attempt the description of that hp, I should say it is a ruby 
blent with sugar, aud should I read the writing ol that soft down, I should 
coll it a miechicf-cxeiting calamity 

COUrLKT 

Dlessed God ' what lineaments are here, and down m sunny Imc ' 

Thus, into one, God's merey does the rose and grass combine ^ 

And we cannot hut suppose, ‘ Thut u not a mortal, lie is 710 other than an 
angel deserving the highest respeet ' 

HFMIhTICH 

This beauty goes beyond the bound of human race 

0 damsel ' bethink thee of a devirc, that this noble bird may fall into the 
snare, and employ some artifice that I may possess this beautiful Adorns ’ 
The slave-girl assenting, approached the youth, and said, 

' The late Mr Bwmton considircd these lines to be among the most diffleult in tho 
hook I take kmah to moan here ‘ fine linen,’ an unusual sense As she unveiled, her locks 
hamand-i dil sMKan, foil loose 

* Persian writers frequently compare a young man’s beard to grass To us tho com- 
pfljison seems inapt enough 

3 KuEhn^ FI ixviii 31, Mar 32, Salo, p 177,1 10 ‘And when she heard of this 
subtle behaviour she sent unto them, and prepared a banquet for them, and she gave to each 
of them a knife , and she said unto Joseph, come forth unto them And when they saw 
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V£iuts 

‘Light of my eyes ' ^^ho 9 o soul's boloved art thou > 

>111080 honey -lip and sugar-grove ’ 

Thy lip makos uproar wild enough, I trow, 

In the world s mart Come, Idl mo, love ' 

Upon whose table bloat the salt art thou * 

0 my beauty ' my lady lias sent her devotion to tbee and says, ‘ Thou 
appearest to bo a stronger m this city, and* strangers arc generally sad, 
and we possess a pleasant, agreeable residence and a delightful place If 
thou wouldst condescend to come there, and entertain us for a short time with 
thy beauty, we shall gain immortal Me and thou wilt suffer no loss ’ He 
replied, ' I obey thy commands, and I have no excuse for declining ’ He 
then went to the lady's entertainment and stopped with her till close of day 

VEHSt 

Headlong desire M'lrad hia pasaionn' rein, 

And patience, sh.ift-hkL, from lus bosom bhot 
lie, tram so fair u bride, could not refrain 
Hia love , but when be saw Ihi oven hot 
He shut bis bread within, and blessed bis lot 

At a late hour ho thought ot joining his compamons The lady placed a 
hundred diroms before him and offered thanks And tlio youth, having 
provided supplies for his companions, wrote upon the gate of the city , ' The 
price of a day's worth of beauty is a hundred dirains ’ 

The next day, when the merchant of divine wisdom opened the door ot 
the ofhee of the azure sky, and gave to view the gold-worked brocade of 
the sun from the shop of high heaven to the traffickers of the market of 
the world, 

COUPLET 

Heaven's )uvvcbr poured down u golden sum , 

Frum tlip Bk)'s mart arose a bu'iy hum, 

they said to the merchant's son, ‘To-day we will be the guests of thy 
sagacity and quickness ' The young merchant assented, and came to the 
city-gnte Just then a vessel laden with a variety of precious things, came 
by water to the gate, and the citizens delayed, that the goods might become 
cheaper The merchant's son bought them at a preper value,' and seUing 
them the same day for ready money, made a thousand dinars profit Ho then 
prepared things to entertain his fnends, and wrote upon the gate of the city, 

‘ The gain of one day’s judgment and good sense is a thousand dinars ' 


bun, tbey praiicd bim greatly , and they cut tberr own bnncla, and said, ' 0 God ' this la not 
a mortal , bo is no other than an aiigol, dcBCrving the bigbcst respeet ’ Tbo above paasage 
reforb to Zulaiklit, Potipbar’a wife, and some Egyptian ladies who bad accused nor of 
immodesty 

' I would eertaiiily ihsert la before gharibdn here, aa is done by the best MSS 
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The next day, whcai the sovereign of the stars mounted the tlirone of 
the fourth heaven,’ and set up hia banner in the metropolis of the sky, 

COUPLl T 

The mom with g’oldtn crown and silver vest, 

WeariDg" that crown a throne of ivory pressed , 

they said to the Piince, ‘Thou always boasteat of loliance upon God, and 
extollest acquiescence in the Divine Will, and resignation Now it ihou art 
to denvo any fruit from tliese qualities, thou must provide for us ’ The 
Priiico met then request with acceptance, and with a lofty spirit and a 
purpose loid of the scmplo of hesitation, tmned his face towards tho city 
Pate liad decreed that death should reach the king of that city that day, and 
the inhabitants weio engaged in mourning lor him The Pi nice went as 
spectatoi to tho deceased monarch’s palace, and seating himself on one side, 
kept quiet The warder ohicrved that while all others W’cre occupied with 
mourning and lamentation, ono person, acated silent in a corner, did not join 
them in then demoustrahous of gnet He formed tho idea that it was a spy, 
and treated him with indiguitj The Prmco havmg quenched the fire of 
wuath with the water of forbearance, was exclaiming, 

lEKSE 

‘ When II jiroud fool intemperance displays, 

I imU iv ith gi'ntknces kis luugUncsb mtet 
And tliuugli, displeased, a Inindiiil cnci lit raise , 

To ni] pleased ear that brawling shall seem sweet ’ 

When they earned out the bier, and the palate beeamc empty, the Pnnee 
lemainorl in the bame spot, and was looking about on all sides of the palace 
The warder again waxed moic intemperate, and confined him in jirison 
Night came on, and no tidings oi intelligence oi the Pnnee reached the 
companions They said to one another, ‘ This hapless youth, basing his 
reliance on God, and finding no advantage thercfiom, has turned his lace from 
our society Would that wc had not imposed this task upon him, nor dis- 
tressed his noble heart ’ Thus they m this quarter were reproaching them- 
selves, and lu the other the Prmco, ovcrtalicn with bonds and impiihonmcnt, 
was sending, with the hand of thought, messages to his companions 

COUPLE r 

' Ah ' swift convey mj tidings to the birds of the parterre, 

For their aweet voices, too, have reached the cage of mj despair ' 

Tho next day the nobles and ministers of the city, and Hoots and Pillars of 
the State, having assembled , were desirous of committing to some one the 


^ The fourth heaven is, according to the ’Muhammadans, the lieavcn of the Hun and of* 
Jesus Chiibt 
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buainesa of the government — for their king hud no heir Having entered 
upon this deliheration, they were offering a great variety of opinions The 
warder said to them, ' Keep this matter close, for I have apprehended a 
spy, and it is probable, too, that he has a companion Heaven forfend that 
they should obtain intelligence of youi dissensions, and hence mischief arise '' 
Ho then told them of the Prince and of his appearance there and of his own 
rigorous treatment of him They thought it best to send for him and to 
inquire into his proceedings Some one went and brought the Prince from 
the pnson to the assembly When their eyes fell upon his realm-adommg 
beauty, they perceived that that silver countenance had nothing of the spy m 
it, and that from such a gracious person and noble nature, such proceedings 
could not arise Having treated him with all due respect, they asked, ' What 
IS the cause of thy commg ^ and what city is thy birth-place and native 
land’ 

COUPLET 

Whence with this youth and grace dost thou appear > 

Sit, if to glad oar bosoms thou art hero ' 

The Pnnoo answered them courteously, and intormod them of lus birth and 
lineage, and detailed to them the death of lus sire and his brother’s taking 
possession of the throne it happened that a number of the nobles had 
formerly waited on his father and had seen that pearl of a loyol shell at a 
corner of the imperial throne They immediately recognised him, and 
related to all the Pillars of the State, the condition of the dominions of his 
ancestors and the extent of their territories So the whole body ot the 
grandees of that country were pleased at seeing him and oVCi]oyed at bis 
fortunate arrival, and unanimously agreed that he w as woi thy to govom 
that realm, ns possessing a generous nature and pure descent They thought, 
too, that he would indubitably follow the steps of his noble progenitors, in 
setting wide the gates of justice and liberality to the people , and would 
imitate their amiable qualities and praiseworthy practices, and combine with 
hereditary excellencies acquired vutues, and preserve his people in tran- 
quillity under the shade of his fostering care Thus they regarded the flash of 
divmc glory which shone forth from his countenance, as a convincing proof 
and lucid testimony to his capabilities for reigning and lus qualifications for 
sovereignty, and felt persuaded that the tokens of his worthiness to reign, and 
the signs of his future renown could not but be apparent to every man of 
penetration 

COUPLET 

Bach gloiy shone in Sulainihn, whoe'er could doubt of it, 

Both bird and fish would laughiugly deride his sense and wit 

Whcrefoie, they foithwith inaugurated him, and the kingdom, with this 
facility, passed into his possession , and through the blessed influences of 
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rcbasce on God, he obtained this excellent fruit And whosoever chooses to 
plant his foot firmly on the ground of trust in the Divine aid, and continues 
to tread there with sincenty of purpose and punty of disposition, will obtain 
the results thereof m faith and in worldly matters, and will be fohcitoua m 
both states of existence 

BTiNZA 

Canst thou secure the hey of fmth ? with that, 

Thou jnay'st the door of fnituno'a hoirds undo , 

And with tmrerf depcndancc as a hat, 

Maj'st in this court smcccspN ball nm, too 

And it was an established custom m tliat city to scat the kmg on the first 
day, on a white elephant, and cany lum round the city This same rite they 
observed in the Prince’s Cdae, and when the latter earac to the city- 
gates, and saw the woidn which his companions had wntteii, ho commanded 
them to wiite underneath, ‘Labor and beautj, and good seu-o and pcifect 
sLiU these bear fiuit when the Divine decree is consenlaneuus with them, 
and the adventures of a person, who, the fiist day was fettered in the piison 
of suffering, and the next clay seated in the imperial palace on tlie throne 
adoimcd with gold, are bullicaent lo wain us of this ’ Ho then returned la the 
loval palace, and seated fiinisclf on the* fhione, md Iho kingdom ■W''a8 settled 
under his sway 

S1AN7V 

When Foituni saw him on the Lliioue, it iiiiscd iipplauchiig shouts and Bind, 

‘ 0 them wlio knowest liow to sit upon the tlirom of rij.il ewav ' 

Gird now tli) vniistlike ininhtj kings, and o’ci tin woild triumphant tread, 

Thu time has romo to art thi davs ofidlenis', have passed away’ 


He then sent tui liis fonucr Lompauions, and made the possessoi of good 
sense and ability shaic office wuth the nuuistcr ol stiito, and tue iii'uhants 
son he appomicd ovei the ciovvu lands and possessions Hut as fiii the 
beautiful youth lie bestowed on him a niagniticent robe ol honor and 
unbounded wealth, and said, ‘ Though it is jiaini'ul to paitwilli ii deal fiicnd, 
yet thy stay m this country is not advisable, that women ho not tempted by 
thy fascinating beauty, and that become a source of iminuriility and mischief ' 
He then turned to tlie giandccs of the assembly and said, ‘There me many 
amongst you wdio aie superior to me in understanding, and valor, and skill, 
and ability, but kingdoms aie obtainable only by the Divine favor, and the aid 
of the Eternal One, as may be understood from the puiport of the saying, 
‘ Thou gweat the kingdom unto uhoni thou lotif 


iK,..’'m n 111 26 Mar 26 Sale, p 35, 1 3 'to, 0 God, who possoaseet the 
kingdom , thou KiTust the kingdom into whom tliou wilt, 

from whom thou wilt' Thou ovrlloBt whom thou wilt, and thou hiimhl.wt whom thou wilt 
In till h lud 1 ' s-mul, fur thou art Alimghtj ' 

'2 I 2 
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VEBSE 

0 object of tbo muBin^B of the wise ' 

Desire of the heorte of ell in prayerful posture bowing ' 

The slave's, tho monarch's, destmies 
Arc willed hy Thee Fortune’s gifts are nought save thy endowing 
Unless Thy wisdom and Thy guidance lead, 

^lio can this road by reaeou's light proceed ’ 

My companions tycro liibonously exerting themselves to earn, and each 
seenred a tnfle But I did not rely on my own wisdom and strength, nor did 
I seek Old from any one’s support or protection But I based my proceedings 
on reliance on God, and I iicqmesced in the Divine decree and the Hupreme 
predestination, and said, 

couperx 

' Tho head mc.t In jiihniis'.ive bent, the neck intlmcd obediently, 

B'oi ell the lliglitcoiis Judge ordaius is justice, peace, and equity 

[After the Prince had thus spoken,] a man of eloquence among those 
present arose and said, ' Everything that tho King pronounces is a gem per- 
forated by the diamond of wisdom, and gold tried on the touchstone of 
knowledge and there is no qualification foi governing like understanding and 
judgment, and the high merits and -worthiness of tho king are hy this token 
as clear as the sun, to all his subjects and the Creator Himself knows what 
are the qualifications of each, and what promotion and advancement each 
accordingly deserves [as it is said], ‘ God led hnoweth whom ITe will appoint 
for a messenger ’ ' 

COUPIFT 

Fioui the table of His beuntics, by no hraiting confined, 

Each hie due ahaie m proportion to his worth is sure te find 

The good-fortune of tho people of this country brought thee to this station, 
and the vigorous auspices of the inhabitants of this land spread the felicitous 
shade of a Huma over thee like the heads of the droopmg-pmioned 
subjects 

OOUPLET 

Most blest the spot whcic mnous, like thee, make choice of their aligh ting-place ' 
Happy the region where such kings with favor turn, like thee, their face ' ' 

Another then rose and adorned his tongue -with praise of the king of youthful 
fortune, and throne lofty as the sky, and having placed the jewels of these 
couplets on the tray of representation, he showered them, applaudingly, on 
the loyal head , 


1 Kiir’kii, VI 124, Sale, p 103,1 21 'And when a sign comethimto them, they say, ‘We 
will, by no moons, believe, until a revelation be brought unto ns, likewise that which hath 
been delivered unto the messengers of God. God best hnoweth whom he will appomt for 
His messenger ' 
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STANZA 

' MonaictL ' whoai: happy, gold-bcetowiug hand, 

SucccBsful casts a lasso on the sky , 

As heaven itself, secure, the peaceful land 
Which sleeps beneath thy kingly canopy ’ 

Similarly 4hch of the nobles delivered his aentiinonta suitably to his 
position, and recited a soloct portion of the pages of the imperial virtues 
At last, a pure-minded, fair-Bpoken old man rose on hia feet, and after 
offering the fitting praises and eulogies, said, ‘ 0 kmg ' On the subject of fate 
and predestination, somewhat of which has been explained to the hearts ot 
the assembly by the gem-scattcring tongue of the sovereign, this slave has a 
story, and if the implicitly-obeyed command is condescendingly issued, 1 wiU 
recite it and sot it forth ’ The king said, ‘ Bnng what thou hast, and say 
how that was ' 


STUllY 111 

The old man said, ' 1 used once to be in the sci vice of a great personage 
As, however, 1 kucw the fickleness of the woild, and was on jiiy guard 
against the wilts ot that fiaudtul hag, and knew that that liusbaud-killing 
biido — the world — has, by disijrpoiiiting many of tliosc enamoured of her, 
reduced them to despair, and that that pcilidious niistiess of evil deeds, has 
overthrown, headlong, many a lover , I said to myself, ‘ 0 simple one * thou 
art fixing thy heart on the tiiondship ol one wdio has struck the hand of 
rejcf tion on the breasts of a hundred thousand prosperous kings, and given 
to the w'liids of annihilation tlio stacks of the peace of mind of innumerable 
I cnowiied piinccs Abandon this pursuit and build not thy house at a place 
of passage, whence cvciy moment thou must he piepared to set out 

UUATH.AIN 

Wlio the world's ciLStoms well approtiatc, 

Build not Llurcm that they may dwell m it 
This ruined mn why Nluiiild we rrnovatp, 

AVhen we so soon to others must it quit ' 

Awake from the slumber of supmencss, lor the timo is short, and the steed of 
action lame , and carry with thee a piovision for thy journey from thy bnef 
existence hc'ie, for the way is long and protracted, and the heat of the fire of 
the desert such as to melt life 

VtllSt 

III eveij rorner make good search to-day, 

That for the morrow thou mnjat have supplies 
Distant thj halting-pUe and long thi waj, 

Thrir in piu\iding for thiiii both lie wwc 
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At last, by using thoBo reflections my refractoiy passions were rebuked, and 
'With the utmost delight and real eagemcsB, I turned my face from the afiaiie 
of the world and the society of worldlings One day I saw in the bazar 
that B fowler was otFcrmg for Bale two hoopoes , and they expressed to one 
anothel by the language of their behaviour, the grief of heart ■yhich they 
cxpenenced, and drooping at their imprisonment, supplicated God for the 
good tidings of release I felt pity for them, and wished to buy them with 
a view to my own final salvation, and that by releasing them from their 
bonds, I might look for the blessing of liberation from the prison of the 
Divine 'wrath The price the fowler set on them was two dirams — and that 
was aU I had m my possession I felt irresolute, therefore, and my 
mind would not permit me to expend those two dirams, and yet my 
mchnation, was to liberate the birds At last I placed my reliance on God, 
and having bought the two, I earned them outside the city, and let them go 
They came and settled on a wall, and colled out to me, and, as is the custom 
of the grateful, returned me thanks, and said, ‘ At present our hands fall 
short of requiting and recompensing thee However, beneath this wall is a 
casket fuU of jewels of great value Break down to it and take it up ’ I 
was amazed at their words, and said, ‘ Tt is a wondrous thing that ye see a 
little box of jewels under the ground, and fail to observe the gem which is 
on the surface ' ^ They replied, ‘ "When fate issues its decree, the eye of 
reason is darkened, and the day of understanding, which descries the 
minutest things, becomes obscured The demands of destiny aro m no wise 
to be set aside , and when they take place, neither has the prudent man any 
vision left, nor does the sight of the sagacious avail And all this has taken 
place because the execution of the Divine decree was mvolved m it 

And this story bears just testimony to the speech of the king which he 
dehvered on the subject of fate and predestination Moreover, in corroboration 
of those seutimeuts, sages have said, 

QUATSAlN 

‘ If thy uSaire go ill, thou ’rt not to blame , 

If -well, it IB not owing to thy atill 
liaTG faith, and hve on happy through tho aomc, 

Since nought that happens, happens by thy 'will ’ 

The old man added, ' 0 king ’ I dug under that wall and secured the 
box, and I make it known in order that the king may issue his august 
commands for it to be convoyed to the public , treasury,’ The Prince 
responded, ' Thou hast sown the seed and hast reaped the fruit It is not 
nght that any should share in this with thee, and these jewels of wisdom, 
which in this assembly thou hast arranged on the string of recitation, are for 


' Dai riV-i khdk, ‘under the ilods,’ or ‘under the dirt of the surface ’ 
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me fiiifflcient Foi no gem can be more beautiful than good words, and by 
the philosopher’ s stone of language, the copper of bad money may be 
transmuted into sterlmg gold 

TEKBB 

Say ' language ' whence is given tliy wondrous magic power > 

And who the olchymist that turns thee into gold > 

Whence spring thy countlcsa images > while, to this horn. 

None eaii thy full resources ever hope t’ uufuld 
What bird art thou of so much beauty > We, 

Our sole memorial leave behind in thee ’ 

Those present applauded the genius of the Pnnee, and at once bound 
their hearts in fealty to him , and having placed their heads on the bne of 
his command, committed the rems of authority to the grasp of his option, 
and passed their byes in tlie shade of his munificence 

HEMISTICH 

Until the time ivhcii thnr tuin, too, weiii bj ' 


This is the htuiy of the advantages of reliance on God, and of lesigndlion, 
and ot the results ol dcatiiij and fate And no wise man can dispimso with 
knowing thus much, that if he deliveis the reins of choice to tin hand of 
destiny he will olitiiiu all good things, and no event of impoitanco will take 
place contrary to his w isli , and the fact is, 

COUELET 

Fortune, iii all lin changes, shiweil me nought 
Kinh us 1 pic tured in the glass of thought 

And how well is if said in the beginning of this ode, 

LOUriBT 

‘ If fati turns not affairs, wlij, alwnjs, lluii 
lin tliey lun counter to the wills of men ' 


When the Brahman had finished this discourse, and by the recital of this 
story had fully concluded the explouatiou of the precepts ot Iliishang, King 
Babishllm performed the usual icspeetful salutation, and said, ‘By the 
auspicious uifiuonce of the spirit of the sublime sage the veil of concealment 
has fallen from the taco of my wish, and the desire I felt has been attained by 
the blessing of the society of my exalted teacher 

UEUIBTIOH 

1 hanks be to God' my toil hag proved not vain 
I now respccttully request that the Sage of luminous mmd would accept an 
offering from me, and not reject the tribute which, through pure affection, I 
have brought ’ The Brahman replied, ‘ 0 King ^ I have contentedly wnth- 



648 


AHTAK-l BUHAHiI, OHj THE LIGHTS OE CASOPITa 


drawn from tho world’ a mansion to a comer and a morsel, and have washed 
the skirt of my heart from the pollution of worldly superfluities It is 
impossible that I should ever again be stained with the filthiness of its 
appurtenances 

CUUFLET 

IVhilrj I cun slumber m the world unpaincd, 

’Twcrr shame, by muing with it, to ho stamed 

And if the king wishes to do me a service, and to put the chain of obligation 
round my neck, my wish is that he would draw on the stnng of compilation 
these words, blended witli wisdom , and regard them as the guide of the 
way to salvation, and tho leader in the path of jierfoelion, and hy this means, 
always keeping me in his gracious mind, not withhold from me the blessing of 
his prayers Tor m acroidance with the saying, ‘ The prayer of the just man 
is not rejected' the request of tho praj'cr of just kings is marked with the 
honor of acceptance ’ The lung asaented to this, and having bid farewell to 
tho Brahman, returned to his own capital, and arranged on the string of 
compilation the jewels of wisdom which he had secured, and used always to 
refer to those admonitions in the occurrence of events, and in gicat cmei- 
gencicB, used to seek aid from tlicir counsels 

BTAK/,A 

He who pursues what those more sage aJiisu, 

At last tile station of his hopes will gam 
but ho who leaves tho pathway of tho wise 
Is Inst, nor finds th< wished-for path again ’ 

When ^ujislah Ilul had rcccimted from beginning to end this heort- 
enchanting story and incomparable tale, Humiyun Pal began, like a freshly- 
irrigated rose, to bloom on the bed of delight, and the young tree of his 
condition raised its head in the paiterro of good-fortune He made the 
vozfr hopeful of lus imperial bounties, and enlightened the eye of his heart 
W'lth the acquisition of Ins wishes, and said, 

COUPLET 

‘ Hail ' to thy hcart-drbghhng W'ords, the spirits’ eatcrtainment-placc, 

Thy clear discourse adds plc.asurc to the spuits of the human race 

By the full recital of this delightful story thou hast bestowed sweetness 
on the palate of my soul, and by the exposition of these words of wise con- 
cluaon, thou hast sow n in the ground of my heart tho seed of perpetual 
happiness And henceforward, nought save these perfect admonitions shall 
be the guide of my government, and I will regard nought as the rule of the 
fahne of my practice but these salutary counsels And these words have 
made a wonderful irajiression on my heart, and this is entirely owing to thy 
abundant sincere aflection and truth , fur although words may be essentially 
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good , yet, by reason, of th.e polluted nature of tlie speaker, they may yield no 
wholesome result, and advice, though springing from the purest wisdom, 
oftentimes, from the wickedness of the rehearser, produces no impression 

hTAN7A 

One Btained with mme, though all he sajs be wise, 

Makes no one better by his eloquence 
While in the pure of heart such doctniui lies. 

That though mamtaming silence, all men thence 
Learn to he good by tacit inference ’ 

Tho YiLzli extoUod the king, and said, ‘ That which has passed the 
wisdom-impressed tongue of tho king is essentially true and purely whole- 
some , for the words of the fraudulent and the hypocntical have but a false 
lustre, and expire in a short time, like a fire made of wormwood liut the 
language of truth and purity, like tho streaks of morning hght, incieasc m 
bnghtness every instant, and, like the torch of the sur, appear more brilliant 
every houl 

conpi PI 

The words of passion ne’er inn reach the spirit's inmost nil, 

Hilt, (oniing fiom the lieait, thij m the soul itself will dwell ’ 

Again Humiyun Fal addressed the vazi'r with flattcnng encouragement, 
and raised the flag of liis good-foitunc to thcpiniiaele of high heaven, and tho 
vazlr, beholding the tokens of the amiable qualities of the king, and the light 
of his praiseworthy virtues , arrayed the substructuro of praise and bene- 
diction in the following manner, 

VtKSE 

‘ 0 king ' thou, by thy virtue’s cxcellenec, 

The worth of toiiner nionareha hast surpas'.i'd 
Praised he thy faith and wisdom, juttue, sense', 

Fortune, and realm, may they perpetual hist ' ’ 

With these words tho conversation closed, and Humiyun Fal, too, in the 
same way as Dahishllm, impiessod on tho pages ot liis own actions tho 
graces of these tales, and fulfllled all the rcqmremcnts of justice m building 
up the edifices of good ndmmistration, and left, as a memorial on the leaves 
of time, a good name and fair renown 

TEHSB 

Two things life olfers — fame the virtuous deed 
Save these, ‘ All things are suijeet to decay " 

Injure not others, help men to succeed. 

Thus shalt thou reap a blessing for to-dav , 

And the next world, when this has passed away 

' Ku’rhn, Ch It , 26 , Sale, p 39Z, 1 22 ‘Every creature which livcth on the earth is 
subject to decay but the glorious and honoiable eountenrime of thy Lord shall remain foi 
ever ’ Tho first couplet of this stanza is quoted somewhat differently in the life of Farldu 
'd-diu ’Attkr, in Daulat Shkh’s Tazknah, 
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These are the few words which, on the call of the moment, the tongne of 
the pen haa aided m inscnbing, and which, in the manner that the natilre of 
the subject’ required, have been written down by the reed of exposition And 
my hope in the virtuous eicellenciee of the moat eminent of mankind, and in 
the good quohties of the lofty noble,’ is, that he will conceal with the skirt of 
indulgence the unweighed expressions and unsatisfactory style of this his 
humble servant , and that, by way of chenshing the msigmflcant, and 
condcsccndmg to the poor, 

HEMIBTlCn 

Though It from end to end be all one fault. 

Will survey it with the eye of favor 

VEIlbE 

The pearls I in this bosom hidden hod, 

I 'ye one by one from heart to tongue tonveyeil 
And be the otfermg deemed or good or had 
May it ill thy indulgcnu! bo arrayed 
And since thus far I've breathed my story’s tpeU, 

Better to finish here, and say farewell 

THE noox is HEUB ENDEO BT THE AH> Or THE KING OE AIL GUTS 


’ For the a JjLo mhiiah (bettor wntten "f the printed edition, the lithographed 

oilitinn and the MiSS I liarc consulted, read Khamah, ‘pen’ Neither of these words is 
veiy intelligible here 

’ Bhe^ Ahmad sec p 10 of this traiulahoD 


pTiriii-a ousiin raiMin, iiFnrrnBU 
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S AKUNTALA; 

QE, SAKUNTALA RECOGNIZED BY THE RING, a Sansknt 

^ Drama, hy K£tlid&aa , the Dovana^ari Kcrrnaion of the Text, now for the first time 
edited in England, with litoral EngUih Translations of all the Metnial passages, schemes 
of the Metres, and Lopious Critical and Elxplanatory Notes, By MONXER WILLIAMS, 
M A , Professor of Sansknt in the East India College , formerly Boden Sanskrit Scholar 
in the Eniieraity of Oxford 

ATRENJEEM 


“It was not till lajfi that he (Sir William Joiicsl was discovered lo have used 
one of the MSS which tho meddlesome pundits ol Bengal havi gncvously injured by 
their interpolations and fincicd emendations The text of the present edition, on the 
contraiy, is based on MSS ot a more ancient date, and the onpyists of whicli were less 
dispoBL'dto tamper with its lutogrit) The editor has aUo fieely availed himseli ol Dr 
Buehtlmgk’s edition ot the same recension Re has done cviry thing in his power to meet 
tho wants of the students by supplying him with useful translations and explanatory notes, 
as well as hj adopting exielhuit typographical arrangements The manner in which the 
work IS got up docs great eiedit both to editor and publisher H English scholars do not 
now attain to a more coru ct appiceiation of this great dramatist, it will he then own fault ” 

WESTMINSTER REVIEW 


“An important eontrihntinri to the study of Sanskrit litirature is furnished hy I’lo- 
fesBor WiUums, — the first ihiglish edition ol the masterpiece of thi CTcit Indian dramatist 
Kfilidhsa's Sakuntalh led Sir W .Tone's to liis gie.ct diseovcrv of tho veiy existonc'e, and 
of the pre-eminent beaut) uf the Tndi.in diamu Hin translation, wliieh has captivated 
many who could not read the ongiiial, is the only form in whitli it is known in this 
country There is an excellent German edition by Bobtlingk, but Prolessor Wilhains, 
being able to profit hy this profound stholai-’s labours, and, moreover, to collate a 
groator number ef MSS , appears to have produced a still more ri'liahlo tixt The notes 
are in English, and contain the niatU'i of the Indian iStholm, besides frcuueut translations 
and explanations There are also elioit metiieal notes In the Priknt passagea the 
Sanskrit is intcrliiiod, the Rrhknt being distinguished by red luk The complete 
separation of the words (except where eomliiiied b) crasis, as in (J'eck xie for Ka\ fii"), we 
regard as a rational slip, which wc arc glad to see taken by so high an authority os the 
nailcyhviry professor The aeeuracy and style of the typography, and quality of tho 
paper, reflect great credit cm tho publisher " 

M PARCIN DE TAI3SY, 

Membre de Vlnstitut, in the “Journal Aiialiqite " 

"M Austin continue d'ennihir la littfliaturc orientale d'ouvrages utiles qm sent en 
mome temps des tbef-d’cEuyres d'lmpnnienc J'ai dfijit eu Toceasion d’en signaler 
pluaieurs aiix lecteura du Journal Asiatique J’ai d lour purler aiijourd'hui d’un nouyeau 
volume, qui so distingue encore par la rpohorcho do la composition lypographique 
Dans cette fldition nouvcllo, M Williams, rhabile profesaeur cfHaileyhury 
a BUivi, commo le Dr Jloehtlingk, la rfidaction dfivauagari, qui eat la plus ancienne et 
la mcilleure II a eu it sa disposition non-spulement ptusiours hons manuscrits de TEast 
India House et d’ Oxford, mais trois ditferenfs commcntaires Ron travail est eificutfi 
avoo un soin parfait, los passages pracrits sont distingnfis par Temploi do I’enoro rouge 
et ils sent tridnit interlmeairemcnt en Sanstnt Dans to tvxte Rausmt, les mota sont 
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s6par^ an moyen dii virenHj toufcea lea fais qn’il rcaulte paa d'mconvcnient giammaticiil, 
ce qui diminue beaucoup pom Ite locfeura f'urap^na la difficult^ de la liingue aacr6o 
de I’Indc “ 

DU ALBRECHT WEBER, 

In the ZeiUahrift fur die Kunde dca Morgcnlandes '* 

“Mr Monicr Wilhama, whose prpTious works (mainly intended for tho practical 
teaching' of Sanscrit in the East India Colley*) d('aorvo the lushest praise, takes a higher 
position hj his rtimaikably pains-taking edition ol the ‘ SakuntaU ’ The arrangement of 
the book is eminently useful — the notis uiid tho translation of the metrical passages stand 
at the foot of the text — the PrS-krit ifl intcilmcatod with its Sanskrit rendering, so that it is 
especiall} fitted for practical teaching hy Icdure, or fur private stady TI 10 getting 

up of the book iH ‘ splendid ’ And wc may longratuUtp Mr Austin, who displays 

so much taste, skill, and care in his publications, upon this last production of hia press “ 

PROFESSOR CimiSTIAN LASSEN 

“Bonn, I2th April, 1864 

“Dear Sir, — I have had the pleasure of receiving the copy of )our eilition of the 
‘ SakuntBl&,' which you liavc had tne kindness to present mo ivith, and should have ofFiicd 
you mv einccrost thanks for this fre^h token of jour regard and friendship carlici, if J hail 
not wished before to convince mysdf of the merits of jour edition of tht most cxcelUnt of 
all San'icrit dramas I am now happy to assure >(»u that you have xmproved in many 
passagoi the reading of Br iQehihnqky and ihmby rendered a Signal service in the students 
0 / Sament literature — Believe me, Df.ir *Sir, Your truly devoted and obliged, CHniaTiAiir 
Laasbn " — Tq irofessor Willums 


IN THE TEES 8, 

Trinted in the highest style of Art, with Toli/chromatie charactirisUc Borders, copied from 
Hindu and other Manuscripts , and Jfoodcut Illustrations, etc , 

A rnrE TBANSLAnON, IN PROSE AND VERSL, OF KALIDASa’s DHAMA, 

SAKOONTALA. 

BY MONIEK WILI.IAMS, MA 


NEARLY REAEi, 

Handsomely printed in Imp 16mo 

BH AGAVAD-GITA; 

O R, DISCOTJESES ON DIVINE MATTERS of KRISBNA and ARJUNA . 

a phUosopliical Poom The SANaKiirr Text -witli a Vocabtjlaht 
Also, a New Translation m Eiase, of the 

BH AGAVAD-GITA; 

W ITH very copious Critical, Philosophical, and Explanatory Notes, and 
Introductory Chapters on tho Hinda Syslom of Philosophj, a Cntical Examination 
of the book, and an Index of Proper Names, by J COCKBUIIN THOMSON, Membc. 
of the Asiatic Society of France 

SELECTIONS FROM THE 

MAHABHARATA. 

W ITH a VOCABULARY By FBANCia JOHNSON, Professor of 

Sanskrit at the East India CoUcro Koval 8vd 
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LATELY TUBLJSZED, 

Eoy 6vc 20) pp 

PRAKRITA-PRAKASA; 

O R, THE PrXrRIT GRAMMAR OF VARARTJCHI, wiai the 
COMMENTARY (Manorami) of BMmiAa By EDWARD BYLES COWELL, 
of Magdalen Hall, Oxford, The drat complete Edition of tho Original Text, with 
Taiiona readinga from a coUation of an MSS in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, and 
tha librariea of the Royal Aaiahe Society and tho East India House With copious 
Notes, an English Translation, and on Index of Prhknt Woida , to which la prefixed an 
easy Introduction to PrUirit Grammar 

M GARCIN DE TASSY, 

Jlfeniire de V Institut, m tJie “Journal Atnahqw" 

“II fitmt done important do puhlier en entier le texte ongmal de son ouvrage, et M 
CoweU, jeune at dignc dlbye de M Wilson, ct ddji connu par son Fiiramorvant, dont nous 
arona parlfi en temps opporfcun, a voulu rendre scrvici aux uidianistcs , et non seuloment 
il a puhlid lea ailtraa de Vararuchi, d’apria six manusents, mas il Ics a aecompagnea du 
oommentaLTe do Bh^maha, de nombreuBOH notes, d’unc traduition, d'appendices inipoxtaiita, 
et d'un index dea mota pracrits, qui cat de In plus grande utihte pour Tusage de ce volume 
De plus, M Cowell a plac6 en tete de cot ouvrage une mtroduchon a la grammatre pracrit, 
qui ae diatmgue par la clorte et la pretiaion " — Feh 1864 

ATHENJOUM 

“No one can acquire a thorough maetcry over the modem dialects of Hmdtistan who 
haa not first studied Sanscrit The Tr&krit, of which the volume before us treats, la a 

dialect — or rather collection of dialects — of the Sanscrit, forming a connecting link between 
that ancient language and the modem tongues of India Yararuelii, the grammarian whose 
work la now for the lint time presented to tho English puhlie in a complete form is tho 
oldest authority we have on the Frkknt dialects Unlike I’hmui, the other great Indian 
grammanan, he has boon unfortunate in the treatment he has received fiom copyists 
and editors Henee, Mr Cowell boa been called upon to expend much labour in the 
examination of manuscripts and other grammarians in order to prepare bis text ’’ 

WESTMINSTER REVIEW 

“ Mr Cowell gives us not merely a standard native Trhkrit grammar from a collation 
of several MSS , but a short grammar of hia own mure eonfoniialile to European system, 
and a translation of the former, which may serve as an cxcellcut introduction to the 
grammatical system and phraseology of the Ilmdas The accuracy and style of the 
typography and quality of tho paper reflect great credit on tho publisher ” — March 1 854 
PROFESSOR CHRISTIAN LASSEN 

“ Bonn, 12th April, 1854 

“Sib, — I have had the honor to receive the copy of Vararurlii's 'Piiknta Prakhaa,’ 
with which you have had the kindness to prosent me, and hog to offer you my smeerest 
thanks for this mark of your attention I hope you wdl excuse the lateness of my 
aeknowledging this present, by the consideration that 1 wished to examine this important 
work, and feel great pleasure m assuring you, that in my opinion, Mr Cowell’s edition 
cannot fail to receive the approbation of all Sanscrit scholars He has for the first time 
made one of the most important Sanscrit works available for their use — I have tho honor 
to remain, Sir, with great respect, your truly obhgiid servant, Chbjstiam Lasbbn ” 
Ih Mr Stephen Austin 


GULISTAN ; 

A new Edition of the Persian Text, with a Vocabexabt By E B 
EASTWICK, FBS.FSA, MBAS, etc 8 to 

DUNCAN FORBES, LL D , 

Frofeisw of Onmtal Lmgwtg99 at K\ng*% College^ London 

“I consider it everything to be demed Three grand requisiteB for beginuprs yon hayo 
supplied — Ist, a good Vocabulary , 2nd, the dinsion of the work into sontencea, by means 
of a simple punctuation This part paiticularly plooses and flatters me, for 1 was myself * 
the lixst that had the courage to introduce into country this Yer> rational and palpable 
improTemcnt " 
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Beautifully printed wi(A CoUmrei Border, and head and tod-piecei, and mth HlumiHated 

Jttc-nmik IHuetratumt ( m gold and eclouraj, from a valuable MS copy of the GWhWh, 

m the Library of the Boyal Aeiatte Society Demy Svo elegantly bound, 

GULISTAN ; 

BOSE GABDEN of SADI OF SHIBAZ, Translated for the first 
time mlo Proae and Verso, Dj EDWARD D EA8TWICK, FES PSA 
MBAS, etc 

The Fubliaher has the luah satisfaction of referring to the following oxprcssionu in a 
note from the Hon C B Phipps, Keeper of the Privy Purse to Her ifniesty dated 
“Windsor Castle, January 3, 1 §5 J,“ acknowledging the riu'ipt of a ropj of “The 
GulistSn," forwarded by the Publisher for presentation to Hei Most ffracieus Majesty the 
Queen — 

"I have preamted the beautiful copy of ‘ Guhatdn' to the Queen Her Miyeaty hoe 
accepted the book, audit loaa very much admired** 

DR MAX MHLLER, 

Profcaaor of Modern Languages m the University of Oxford in the “ Xatsehrift fur 
die Kunde des Morgenlandes *’ 

"The translation is careful, and cieeuted with great skill, ns might he expected from 
one who has edited the text of the ‘Gulisthn’ The exterior of the book is quite 

m Oriental style Many pictures in illimiinated colour-pnnhng — faithful copies of Peisian 
MSS — iignettcs,— and tlic binding ornamented with arabesques m gold— exhibit the shill 
and taste of the Publisher " 

M GAECIN DE TASSY, 

Memhre de I'lnsiitut, in the " lournal Asiatique" 

“ Our renders will doubtless recollect that we m.ide mention, in the Journal Astahgue of 
June, 1950, of the new edition of the Peisian text of the ‘ GulistEiii,’ by Mr Enstwiek, 
taking occasion to recommend, in a meiitcd tnlogiunii that useful publication And in,w 
this truly iiidefatig.ihle savant, who, in the spare of a few years, has published many 
volumes of Oriental texts niid traiisl.itions, remarkable, the former for their correctneas 
anil the latter for then hcltlity, has just crowned his earliiT performanee — the ‘Gulisthn’ — 
by adding to it a new translation This translation has, to begin with, over formei ones, 
an external advantage, if wc may so speak — an advantage which it owes to the i nliglitciiid 
care and attention of the Publisher " 

LITERARY GAZETTE 

" The nehucBS of a Perfiian MS boa been in some measure simulated by the pniitei Tlie 
work eontaias several illuminations which will bear comparison with the best Eastern 
illuminations executed by hand The typography is faultless, and a rich Persian arabesque 
m gold upon the cover completes the harmony of this most attractive volume ” 

ATHEN^UM 

“ We like the translation before us, and it is, we tbiiik, a valuable contnhutum to our 
small stock of Oriental productions We cannot dismiss this hook without a w'ord 

of praise on the style ef ornamentation and typography in which it has been got up It 
does great credit to the country-press of Mr Stephen Aiiatin AVe never saw colours, gold, 
and Oriental design more charmingly eoniliined for the pioduction of a beautiful volume " 

EXAMINER 

“Wo must name hero among gift-books, for the beauty of its typography and its iHumina- 
tions, as well as for the richness of its matter, ireated only as an Eastern storv-book, 
Professor Eastwick’s excellent translation of the ‘Gulistbn’ It is a delightful suostitute 
for the old Books of Beauty, the very thing for a boudoir, and very fit for any study also 
And London publishers will find it necessary to look sharply about them when a publisher 
in the s mall provincial town of Hertford can issue such a volume as this ” 

SPECTATOR 

"It IS evidont that Mr Eostwick acts on principles of conscientious literahty in 
translation Ills verse is smooth, his prose fluent, his annotation critical This 

edition of Sadi claims attention on one other ground besides its literary merits It is 
printed heund, and published with a chaste richness that would do ersdit to any London 
publishei of ornamental volumes The decoiation, in eolnured herders and headings, has 
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an Haeteru character , to which are added four ftte-yimilo reproductions of lUununatioas 
contained in a MS copy of the m the po^ession of the Iloyal Asiatic Society ” 

DICKENS’ HOUSEHOLD NARRATIVE 
*'Profesfior Eastwick has translated the famous ^Gulisthn, or Rose-Garden,' of thr 
immortal Sadi, by f.Lr the most popular of all the wntcib of fcho Eaat And the book 
deseryen notice, even apart from its intrinsic btrrnry value, for the elegant form and nch 
illustration which it owes to the spirit of a publisher in a siuelU piovincial town, Mr Stephen 
Austin, of Hertford ” 

THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE 

“It IS only just to remark, in naasing, that, over and above the excellouce of the 
tranalaUon, it la got up, to use a tcrlmical term, in an elegant Persuu style, with Oiiental 
embellighments, and does t^e highest credit to Mr Austin, of Hertford, from whose press 
^t issued lart year My readers mil perceive, I think, that Sadi ih no common 

writer , the RoBo-Gaiden no evoiy-day book I hpsitatc not to say, that the 

reader will find in its pages abundant proofs that Sadi, judged not menlv by the standard 
of hi8 own eountry, but by a niut-h higher one, was a man not only of great good sense, 
but of an enlarged and tiuly libeial mmd ' 


VIKRAMORVAsf; 

A DRAMA, by Kalidasa The Sanskrit Text Edited by MOKIEB 
WILLIAMS, M A 9vo 

This edition of the ‘ Vikramonaai ' has been favourably noticed in an article m the 
Foreign Quarterly Jiei)uu\ October, 1B60 

VIKRAMORVASI; 

T ranslated mto English By E R COWELL, of Magdalen 

HqU, Oxford Svo 

M GARCTN DE TASST, 

Mcmhrc de V InsHtui, w the Journal Asiatigue" 

“ II y a dejh longtempa quo le oelfcbic Wilson a dans bod Thcitrc Hindou, fait connaikre 
ce drime quo la tradition attnbue d I' auteur de Sakuntulli Maia M Cowell a voulu 
en donner une traduction litterolo, en prose, tn favour dos 616vcs du College civil de la 
Compagnir drs ludos h Haili'ybury ot pour accompagnor le textc recemTnpnt publi6 par M 
M’nnier Williams, Profeescur di Sinsrritau memo 6tablissomcnt Cc dcrnioi toxtc eat la 
repro- duction do cclm dc Calcutta, si ce n’est que Ic savant 6diteur a, dans I'lnt^r&tdo ses 
Aleves, reraplac6 Ics passagOB Prfients par lour traduction en Binscnt cfc qu'il a admis, en 
outre, quelquo'^ ronectionsdc I'^Jitirn de LenJi Quant i la traduction de M Cowell, pile 
(9t tT6R-propie fi I'lntclligcnro du texte, elli* cst de plu^j, enricliie dc quclqucs notes 
d 6iudition ct d’un tableau rojaunu^ dc metres employ^cB nans lo dtame " 


BA^ O BAHAR; 

A n entirely new English version, -with Notes By E B EASTWTCX, 
FHS , FS A, M a AS, etc Eoviil8>o 

ATIIENAIUM 

“The ‘Bigh 0 Btthit’ la 'unqueatinnahly j, work of more value and importance than 
Solwfin and wc are not surpriacd that Mr Eastwiik, who is Piofes|or of Urdu at 
Haileybury, undertook its translation Urdu, some of readers may like to know, is the 
Hindh word fur a camp , hut the Urdu language means the colloquial and ordinary tongue 
spoken hy all classes — Ilindhs, Mussulmans, grown people and children— of our Eastern 
possessions Hence its value to every person about to become a resident in India, and the 
reason why the Company rcequire all candidates for othce, civil or military, to be, to a 
certain extent, prolicient in it The ‘H4gh oBalifir’ is ono of the works in whioh they 
are examined, and Mr Eastwick’s m,im inson for publishing this very literal hnd accurate 
version is, that it maybe of use to all hariicts of Urdu In this point of view it is 
valuable, and although we may not agree entirely with the tianslator as to the positive 
mciit and interest of the work, y/a are quite ready to admit that the version was wanted, 
arul that it must from its style and aecuracy (as far as wo ore able to form a judgment 
on the point) supersede Mr L F Smith's version, to the serond edition of which Professor 
Forbes lent his name ” 
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PREM SAGARi 

A NE'V'TEdition of the Hindi Text, with Notes ynd a oomplete Vocabulary 

By E B EABTWICK, rRa,FSA,MIlAS,etc4lo 

M THFODORE PAVIE 

“ En 1851, M Edward B Ea^twiek, profesaeur d’Ourdoo &. I'East-India College, 
d'Haileyhury, donna une cicellente Edition du Trem Sagar^ H laqudle il joimit uno tra- 
duction romarquablc par aa uLrupuleuBu tideht^ et pnr I’^l^ance du style Ce travail du 

E rofpSBGUT d’lImlLyliury a prou\e unc fois de plus oue la W^e anglaisL, maui^t ^ivoc 
ability, h’adaptt admirabltinLiifc aux invereioiiB moder^ps ct au mou\emeiit gdnfiral d’un 
recit po^tique Entre le texto mtiouvuhlc di Tohntourbhoudi-Mi^r et la^version du 
Prem 6agar traduitc de maniero a n'y plus rnemr, sl pLigait lo manusent de Lalat(h, 
moiufl aiicien que Ic premiir do ecu dtm ouvrages (t aup^rLPur au second comiiin mouu- 
ment littdraire (puiaquc le Sagaff a etd rWigd tn prose par Cri-lnllou-dji-Lil eii 

1804 ^'’ — Exiract jtom th6 Pieface to a French Trmtlation of the Tenth CluipUr of the 
Jihagavat Piirana 


PREM SAGAR; 

T ranslated mto English By e b eastwick, e b s , r s a , 

MRAS 4to 

■WFSTMINferLIl IttMLW 

“At a time;’ saiH tht tian-latur, “wlmi th( ttansKitinn of tlie Vcdiie is uafoWing to 
the woild tb( rdigion of the UiiiAus us it tinted iii Hit dim agis of autiniiity, a 
tiinslition (jI the ‘I’rcni Shgir' muj be thought oprortum, diMihyiug, iib it does, 
tht rilimcm of that gnat niitioii it the prt stilt day lilt ‘PTim S6gar is 

,i Hindi viLSKJii of tb Brai JJhakab trftiislatinu id Ibo tintli (liqitir of the Jlhamivat 
Purina' ' tni^t not umit to iiicution tin highly crcditubb -^vav in^liKh Hic 

orifiuril tixt IS pniitul, thu tvncis virj iliur, and giiftt (ure siuns to Ukui h 

rond(r tlu ^\oik m unit' imtL the edition, imUed, in all iiipKt'i, -ftiJl bur a most favourablt 
Loinpariauii lui) pulihslud 

HITOPADES Aj 

rpiIE Sanskrit Ttixt, with a Granuiiatical Analysis, alphabetically arranged, 
1- and an English Indti ol Words, slrving tht purpose of a nvtrstd IJutiDimry Jiy 
FllANCIS dOIIS SOA, rroftssot of baiishiit at the East India tolltgi Imp 8 to 


rRorEbsou wiihox, ma, 

I’rofemor of Smihrit \n the Vnwtrsjty of Oifotii 

“TheHittraidtsiiistht ormnal ol tUt clchrated ’ I'llpay s lahlis ’ Ihr great meats 

of this wirh al a Ciabb Hook, long sinie led to its iiitroiluitioii into thi Fiist-Tmlii 
ItluTlnharv 1.1 ir 11,1 tforik h.stlondim edition eonUimd many arors, lahuh 

I + ' fiiinnsB I ill Ol w ( ditioii Ins hten iirtpan d iindir mcjn fa. ourahle nu'pitca 

the W(!rca<ied mtam <f tgjiogi njikteal acuvrarj^ J?inn(fl tn iiuJir the iiuaciit cditiou 
type ihm any heniafare employed, havu tomhinid to ...idir th, pustiit tin 

Bupmor to all that luvu puieclid it 

hut the mdtfutigabh iditor has ' tn^hsh wtndi lyitb rtlirrnreo to tht pussagts in 

snbjamed a list of utarlj Tud V" thus supnhid a want tor'irhnh 

which their annsint ciiuivali iits on to t Ihi finmirt 'Fni'lish and Snnsiril 

until lately no provision lud if,,'.,.! t,„ „„„L 

With those additinin, 'bn nnv tditinn oMht fh ^ „f nluhhavc httu 

gTarhS;:j.i" • ■ 

by hia prtsrnt uhtioii ol till Ilitep.iilm ^ , 
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HIT 0 PADE 8 A; 

BANSLATED literally into Englisli By EBANCIS JOHNSON 

Imperial 8vo 

AKHLAK-I MUHSINI; 


T O which are prefixed a few easy Stones for Beginners Edited by Lieut - 

Colonel OUSELEY Sto 

M GAaCIN DE TASSY, 

Memhre de Vlnhtitut tn the Journal A.n%at\que “ 

“II no B’a^t pa.s ici, Lomme on le pcnse bien, d’uiie edition complete do VAkhlak- 
Muhsini^ mois seulcinent d'uuo partio de cet ourrage ronomm^, partio dont M Oiucloy, 
Profesaeur do Persan k Hailrybury, a public le texte i I'uaape du College En tfete de 
I'ouvrag'e, il y adix bistonotti's d'un style facile ct do sujrts t onuus, doBtin6os k preparer 
I’el^c k lire lea morcoaux qui smveut A^icnnent cnsmti* vinj^t chnpitres, e’est b-dire 
environ la moitie de I'ouviftgo, tar il so compoBo do quariViito cbapitioa On voit par I6i 
que cetto Lditiuii ost plus etnidiic qiu* tcllt qm fui fjiuvco in 1H23, d’apres un inanuscnt, 

S our les eleves du Tnerno (olK'g-c, puisquc iitte dcrnierc impri'ftsion a’amto mix di'ux tiera 
u qmnziome Lb.ipitre C'cst dt icth pimiiLro cdiLion quo M Ki tiiu ii f*^t une tiaduction 

3 U1 vicnt nuHsii d'otic publioc ii Hertford ot oti il nunquo ainai (inqup ihapitri'b ct un tiors 
e I'^dition dc M Ouaelev, ainsi quo Ich historettes du commencLincnt Au surplus, 
I’edition df M Ouhelty est tics-toin itc, qiulite esheutulli* surtout, dans un texte public 

S our des dtudiants, et In tuiduttiou de M Keene eat litttinlc 1 1 tnl&lf, comme ccllr qu'il a 
onnee du pernucr chaintre (U 1’ ^iniaj~t tSuhaih Lus jmblir alions quejt vitns do 
mentionner, aiiiai quo In Frem Sagar ct Ic Guli^tdn dont I'ai parlc JLnii5remcnt, 
Vllitnpadesa du savant M F Johnson et tons les ouiraffPb nru'iituuA qui ont pnru k 
Hertford, pendant cea dorm^ros aiiiik's, ont etc cdites pni M .Sttplon Au-^lin, impuineur 
du ColUj^o d'Hrulejbury Los ftuvunta doivent biioir k let liiihili t)pO'rrni)lie du soiii 
ovoo loqutl il a ux6tut6 tea publications, qui b( disUn^iintt ptti Li biautc lies types orientuux 
ct laCina qui y sout employ eid “ 


AIUHLAK-I MUHSINI; 

TRANSLATED literally into English By the Eft H G KEENE, 

sometime Erotessor at tlio East India CoUego 2iid edition Svo 


SANSKRIT VOCABULARY. 

I^NGLISH and SANSKHIT VOCilBTJLAEY By E A EEINSEP, 

of the lion Eaat-India Cumpunj's Ci\il PenuT Iloyiil 8vii 


IJ 


INDIAN PENAL CODE. 

Copy of a I’eniil Code prepared by the Indian Law Commissioners roy Svo 

JUST PVIlLfSHF,!), Aiujmt, 1854, fDOO pp , hnpcrial 16mo J 
l)i JAllES MADDEM H, Lbauenuali Mihlei, Loadok, 

TURKISH READING BOOK, 

ITH GEAMMAE and VOCABULARY, and a seleotioii of Original 
' ' Tales, literally translated, with copious CnticaL EspUnatory, and Idiomatical 
Notes, and ncoonipanied by Grammaliinl Eeftrenets tho proiiuntmtion of each word 
being given as now used in Constantinople, by WILLIAM BURCKHAIIDT BARKER, 
M R A kS , Oriental Interpreter, and Professor of the Arabic, Tnrliish, Persian aild 
Hindhstfini Languages at Eton , Author of “ Lares and Peuatos ," “ Turkish Tales in 
Enghsh " etc etc 

HERTFORD MERCURY 

“ One of the peculiar features of the present times is an inereasing tendency to the study 
of tho Asiatic languages, aiiaing out of the more intimate communication into which we 
have been brought with Asiatic people, bv the lailwni and tho steamship, and the day is, 
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perbapB, not for dstant when the Onentul tongues will be conndeTed m necesiaiy u part of 
the education of a gentleman — certainly of a scholat — as (ilreek or Latin ace, or have been 
*••*•**• 

“ The Turkish language has, hcsidrs the litcrorj interest which it possesaes in common 
with other Asiatic tonguea, the additional attractian of being the spoken language of 
millions of people with whom we arc m close alliance, rind with whom we shall probably, 
in future, maintain a nearer intercourse tlmii has before existed between any Europi an and 
Asiatic nation The study of Turkish therefore hecomes a necessity of the times, and will 
long continue so when the war which haa given the impetus to it has termmatod, and the 
Ottoman nation is definitively introdueed into the European family under the protection of 
the groat I’ow'ers at the W^est Piojicta tor estahlisUuig lolomca on rich but ncgleited 
tracts of tlic Turkish temtorj aie alrcadv uitortaincd, ,ind if these should be carried out, the 
Turkish language will became as niccssary u part of the education of iin Englishman as 
French is now considered But without speculating on future probabilities, there can he 
no doubt that OTcater facilities for acqmnng Turkish th.in liavo hitherto existed are required . 
and these faculties are afforded in the work which Mr llurcklmrdt Baikci has presented 
to the public 

“ kfr Barker tells us in bis preface that — ‘ for a person who aspires to read and wnte 
a language with any digiee of aieuraiv, sonietliiiig more le necessary than a hiiperficial 
knowledge uf graiiuiutical rules and this ‘somethmg else' liis grammar helps the student 
to ‘Hiuipk cut lien ssaiy tonus and rules’ are given as a ‘foundation lor oUervations 
uf u more uitie.il nature, and arc lollnwed by a gramiiiatiial aimlisis (if cvtrj difficult 
word,' by wliieh the rules are rciidi red more famihai , while emistniit repetition fixes tliuii 
upon the niemorv The lionk opiiis withiitahlr showing the pow r anri positiuu of euiti 
lettir 111 the alpliiibct This is loUowid bv an i vplaiiatioii of the vowel points und signs 
supplement, ir) to tlie iilplula t, in u»e among diab writirs The ports of speeih are tiicii 
tnatud of, with gnat tiillniss and ih irniss, tho table of virhs bung cttremily enniphtn, 
and so iiiangul as to sliow the toiijug itioiis .it oue view Tin iliiipt.iis on ‘Itu iv.itniii’ and 
‘Syiihix' will also grculb tauliUto llu study of the language 'llieu wc hole, fiiitlur 
to assist the student, a liteiiil mieilmiar translation jit tin, hist ileiptir of tho (huprl 
aceci ding to iSt Juliu, iiid of the ‘Tliasiiig Jules of Kliojii ^usi-il-di'n Elfciidi, and a 
vocaliuliiry at luarlv 4J(JU woids 

“The iiofes, uitK it, evplau.itoiT, and idiomiitiial, at the foot of uiili page uirituiii 
copious nfLiLnies to flu uilis ol (Jianiiiiiii .iiid ^viitix, so ili.it, at everv slip he Lakes, 
thi mi moil ol tim 'tudmt is ritiislied, and tbe lulis wliuh ho has leiirnt tv heart so 
iipplnd, us to ftx tliun imlehhh on Ills nil mo' y tti ,iL ndvMit.igi will also hi denied 
from till pliti winch (lie aiithur li.is adopted of i , pi i sen ting all the onintiil iluraaera 
by Ituiiian loHirs kV< h.ive suet uioiigh to show tli.it the (suiuimar bclore \u 

lias merits ivlin li are pieiilitily itsowii, and that it otteis siiili taiilitics for nemiiring the 
Tiiikish Uinniiigi , tint theie is no guilleinan who iiiav nut iii a lew iiiontlis iiniko hniisell 
us well aniuiuuted with it, as with iiiiy 1 iiiguagc ol Moduli Europe "—Augmt, 1S54 


Lately Tubhshedi 

lAMl’S MVDltliXy H, LtAiiENHALL Lumju>, 

THE AMIRS OF SINDH; 

D HY LE-VVES i’llOM YOUNG EGYET, with 12 Plates, and ,i 

Tortiait in Chi onio-lithography of Mir Muh.imniad Bv an EsVTOLUICAE 
Third Edition Demy 8, u NEWS 

"The volume before us is one of those larc produetions, and apart fioni iti liteiary 
nicnts wlinh are ronsiderable, the quantity of ilifonuotion It contains, imikis thepaljlnatiuu 
one of’ great value to all who take aiiv interest in Indian aft .ms Xliii author has a keen 
sense both of the pictnicsciiie and the ludicrous, and there is a laiiiii ss and degagt an about 
some ol Ills sketches which put us in iiiiiid of ‘ Euthen 

MttltNlA'G CHRONICLE 
“ A very entertaimiig and instiaetive nanative it la 

morning herald 

“ The work is cxreedinglv well writtin 

ECONOMiyT 

“Hib descnptioM are graphic, and man^oHhe adventures rctorded of startling interest " 

;“It presents the most giapliic dis.nption ol our lutilv ecminueil p.ovinus in tin 
East whieb has jet lomo to us " i^ppCq VIOR 

“A picas ml, 111 lb, and iiiluriiiiiig i ulurai ol tiay riling ulism atioii ” 
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FOUR VIEWS OF THE EAST INDIA COLLEQE, 

HAILEYBTJRT, HERTS 
Draim on Stone bj W L 'Wai.ton Impenal 4to 

LARGE VIEW OF THE EAST INDIA COLLEGE 

Drawn on Stone by P AV L Stoctcdalb Imp folio 


THE HAILEYBURY OBSERVER: 

A MISCELLANY by the Students of the East India College, from the 

comTUcncement ni 1839 to the end of the first term, 1854, with the Lists of 
Aatitors and Editorial Committees SeienTols Bvo (bound in fonr) 


tf>ISTOL/E E.T EVANCEL4A PER TOTUM ANNUM 
USURPANDA. 

Post Svo inlerlcftTcd iind hound in purple morocco 


EXCERPTA EX ARRIANO, 

With a Translation into English Tost Bvo 

r 

EXCE4^PTA EX HERODOTOp 

With a Tianslation into EE|*h&h Poit Bvo 


CICERONI S TUSCULANARUM DISPUTA TIONUM. 

Lib I Post 8io 


EXCERPTA E -Q U I N T O CURTIO, 

^Vith a Translation into Ln^lish Post Bvo 


FLORA HERTFORDIENSIS 

TDEI^fG a CATALOGUE of PLANTS known or reported to gjiow wild 
111 the (JouNTV or IIbrifohd, with the SUtious of the rnrer species Py the Eev 
R JI AVEBB, lieitcjr of EHsemioa, and the Rov W, II COLEMAPf, assisted by various 
Crtrrc'ipondcnts Demy, 12mo 


STbVHlSN AISIIH, I'UINlEH, linKTFOIlU 




